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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASIIINGTON

June 23, 1902

[t 15 with great pleasure that I welcome the delegates to the First
World Confercnce on National Parks on behalf of the United States
Government.

Growth and developmenr of national park and reserve programs
throughout the world arc important to the welfare of the people of
every nation. . We must have places where we can find release from
the tensions of an increasingly industrialized cvilization, where we
can have personal contact with the natural environment which sus-
tains us.  To this end, permanent preservation of the outstanding
scenic and scientific asseis ol every country, and of the magnificent
and varied wildlife which can he so easily endangered by human ac-
tivity, is imperative. National parks and reserves arc an integral aspect
of intelligent use of natural resources. Tt is the course of wisdom 1o set
astde an ample portion of our national resources as national parks and
reserves, thus ensuring that future gencrations may know the majesty
of the carth as we know it today.

Throughout history, much of the most productive human thought,
many of our cultural concepts, have been shaped in the out-of-doors.
As rising population pressures tend to emphasize conversion of re-
sources into commodities, we must be carelul to safeguard adequate
and representative examples of the natural environment, where people
may reflect, study, and enjoy the beaefits of the carth,

Jorin F. KenNEpy

Note: This letter, signed by John I, Kennedy, then President of the United

States, was sent to the delegates of the First World Conlerence on National Parks,
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Sarek National Park, Sweden
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Swiss National Park, Switzerland



Manyara National Park, Tanganyika

Cumbres de Majalca
National Park,

Chiliahua, Mexico




Parc National de TFurfony, Delotim




Lake District National Park, Cumberland, England







Delegates to the Tirst Werld Conference on National Parks sneet 1n front
of the Civic Center at the Seattle World's Fair on July 2, 1062



Murchison Falls Natienal Park, Uganda

Rancho Grande National Park, Venezuela




Vedunthangal Water Birds
Sanctuary, Madras State, India

Beinn Eighe National Nature Reserve, Scotland




Mount Rainicr National Park, Washington, U.S.A.



National Park, Costa Rica




Rivicre Nembouli, Tehim Reserve, Congo
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Mount Cock National Park, New Zeatand

Umfulozi Game Rescrve, Zululand, Natal, South Africa




Kalahari Gemsbok National Park, South Africs



Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming-Montana-Idaho, U.S.A.,
established in 1872 as the first National Park
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