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NEW PARKS FOR THE NATION

Leisure time is increasing with a plausible trend towards a 35- 30- or
even a 25-hour work week. Spendable income is increasing. And improved
roads and parkways are bringing outdoor recreation opportunities closer to
the American people. As & result, existing parks and recreation areas
throughout the Nation are proving to be inadequate in number and distribution
to meet the demand.

Anticipating park and recreation needs of tomorrow, the National Park
Service has studied hundreds of natural, scientific and historic areas
throughout the United States. The following informational writeups on each
of 29 nationally-significant areas represent proposals that have been
thoroughly considered by the Service and which for various reasons show
excellent promise of receiving public support. Other areas of potential
national significance presently under study may be added to the long~range
program objectives as they prove to be suitable and feasible additions to
the National Park System.

But there are certain aress among the 29 listed that simply cannot
afford to wait. Nature and historical accident have combined thus far to
protect these irreplaceable remmnants of our American heritage, but they can
little longer escape the same fate as our other rapidly-disappearing natural
areas, free-flowing streams and seashores--a fate they do not deserve.
Moreover, unnecessary delay in acquiring these park and recreation areas so
vital to an adequate public recreation system results in tremendously
increased costs.

The principal question seems to be whether the individusl citizen, the
community, the State, the Nation can find suitable means to set aside these
relatively small but irreplaceable naturel, scientific and historical areas
for the people of our Country to enjoy for all time. The opportunities
afforded here for instilling love of country and providing understanding of
all those elements which have combined to make America--not only great, but
also the hope of the world--must not be lost.

The descriptive material, maps and pictures in this package are offered
as feature material for development of newspaper, magazine and other stories.
Glossy prints of pictures are available on loan to publishers from the National
Park Service, United States Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C.



ALLAGASH NATIONAL RECREATION AREA PROPOSAL

Allsgash is an Indian name for the long, wild river that flows in
changing moods for 100 miles through the heart of a greast watershed in
northern Maine. It is essentially still a backwoods wilderness.

The proposed Allagash National Recreation Area would preserve 296,500
acres along one of the most femous wilderness canoe routes in eastern
United States. Altogether the area contains 63 lakes and 360 miles of
rivers and streams.

Despite its lengthy history of lumbering, the Allagash region today
retains the characteristic flavor of primitive northern wilderness. Seven
mejor lakes are linked together in the Allasgash system; by turns serene
or brawling into rapids, this waterway has been a classic wilderness canoe
route since Indians gathered birchbark on its banks.

Although no one is sure of the precise meaning of the neme Allagash,
to vacationers and outdoorsmen in both Maine and other parts of the country,
Allagash means both still and white-water canoceing, unexcelled fishing, or
quiet camping amidst undisturbed north woods scenery.

Conservationists see two different and distinct threats to this region
and its network of headwater lakes surrounded by forest: (1) the possibility
of a drastic change through construction of a proposed hydroelectric dam at
Renkin Rapids, which would inundate 97 percent of the famous stream and
many of the beautiful lakes, and (2) the danger of progressive despoilation
through a steady and unplanned encroachment of roads and, with the roads, the
invasion of cammercial development.

On Mey 20, 1961, President Kennedy asked the Secretary of the Interior
to review the recommendations of the International Joint Commission on the
Passamaquoddy Tidal Power Project and the related proposals for hydroelectric
projects on the St. John River. The Secretary's decision regarding the
approval of the Allagash National Recreation Area proposal awaits the
completion of this study.

A draft of legislation has not yet been prepared.



ALLEGHENY PARKWAY PROPOSAL

A 500-mile long scenic road to be known as the Allegheny Parkway has
been proposed that would extend from Hagerstown, Marylend, through central
West Virginia, western Virginis and eastern Kentucky, and terminate at
Cumberland Gap National Historical Park. In effect, the parkway would
be an elongated, 69,375 acre public park of varying width--similar to the
Blue Ridge Parkway=--winding through a highly scenic region of the Allegheny
Mountains within easy driving distance of many large population centers
of the East.

The parkway would pass through the valleys and ridges of the eastern
panhandle of West Virginia and along the Allegheny Front. Progressing
southward, the parkway would connect and provide access to State forests
and parks such as Seneca, Watoga, Price, and Greenbrier, and proposed
State Parks such as Orgen Cave. Turning westward, the parkwsy would cross
the Bluestone Reservoir and thread through the scenic Bluestone Gorge. Here
a northward parkway spur would skirt along the rim of the New River Gorge
to Grand View State Park and cross the canyon to Babcock State Park.

Continuing southwestward fram the Bluestone Gorge, the main parkwsy
would pass through southern West Virginia to the Breaks Interstate Park
on the Kentucky-Virginia border, thence southward atop Pine Mountain to
Pine Mountain State Park and then on to Cumberland Gap National Historical
Park.

5. 1798 (Byrd-West Virginia, Randolph, Butler, Beall, Cooper and
Morton), introduced on May 3, 1961, provides for the establishment and
edministration of the Allegheny Parkwsy in West Virginia, Kentucky, and
Marylend. The Department of the Interior made a favorable report on the
bill, which is still under discussion with the Bureau of the Budget.
Companion bills in the House include H.R. 6894, 6986, 7069, 7232, and 10065.

On June 22, 1961, Secretary Udall endorsed the National Park
Service's preliminary plen for recreation resource development in West
Virginia.

The proposed parkway is also being considered as part of the over-all
Area Redevelopment program being coordinated by the Resources Program Staff
of the Department of the Interior.



——

Proposed
BETWEEN

ILLINOIS

‘\;;b.- — =

i ..

MISSOURI

Nationa
Recreation

B | TRt B BR A.I' ca

" TENNESSEE

To MEMPHIS To NASHVILLE

BETWEEN-THE-LAKES NATIONAL RECREATION AREA PROPOSAL

ILocated in western Kentucky and Tennessee, between the existing Kentucky
Lake on the Tennessee River and the Lake Barclay impoundment site on the
Cumberland River, is the proposed Between-the~Ilakes National Recreation Area.
The dam behind which Lake Barclgy will form is now under construction by the
Corps of Engineers.

About 165,000 acres are contained in the area, which is approximately
4o miles long, averages 7 miles wide, and includes sbout 285 miles of
shoreline. There are mmerous protected bays, a "double" shoreline, and
access to the extensive waters of the two lakes which will form one of the
largest recreationally adapted artificial water resources in the world.

The woodland charecter of the ridge country surrounding the area would
also offer attractive recreation activities, for hiking, camping, pienicking,
and various water-connected sports.

Included within the boundaries of the proposed Recreation area is the
Kentucky Woodlands National Wildlife Refuge, comprising 535,000 acres which
would continue to be operated by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Readily accessible, the area is served by major highways, by water and
by air. U. S. Highway 79 forms the southern boundary and U. S. Highway 68
provides east-west access through its center. Kentucky State Highways 453
and 289 and Tennessee State Highway 49 combine to serve as a north-south
artery and connect with the east-west highways. Other roads in the vicinity
are under consideration.



There is no industrial development in the vicinity and the land is
considered sub-marginal for agriculbure =~ conditions that enhance the
proposal from an economic viewpoint. It is estimated that within 8 to 10
years after establishment, 4,000,000 perons would visit the area annually,
with recreation their prime objective. The resulting gross income from
visitor expenditures could well exceed $25,000,000 annually.

Visitors would be drawn largely from the heavily populated industrial
states of Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, and from such cities as
St. Louls, Chicego, Indianapolis, Cleveland and Louisville. The area lies
within 200 miles of nearly 10 million people.

In addition to the recreation and sports features of the proposed
area, there are opportunities for the student of geology, biology and
botany. The valleys of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers are rich in
archeological remains, and the entire surrounding region is steeped in
historical lore.

No bills have been introduced into Congress regarding the area.



BOSTON NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE PROPOSAL

0ld State House, Faneuil Hall, Old North Church, Bunker Hill and
Dorchester Heights-~are names that instantly strike a responsive chord as
cherished symbols of our American heritage and, more especially, as physical
reminders of a "momentous contest begun and successfully waged by patriots
for libverty and national freedom.”

The purpose of the Boston National Historic Site proposal 1s to provide
Federal cooperation in a program to preserve significant historic properties
in the City of Boston, Massachusetts, and vicinity, associated with the
Colonial and Revolutionary periods of American history.

The Boston National Historic Site proposal would establish a complex
comprised of the 0ld State House National Historic Site, Faneuil Hall
National Hisboric Site, Paul Revere National Historic Site, 0ld North Church
Historic Site, Shirley Place National Historic Site, Dorchester Heights
National Historic Site and Bunker Hill National Historic Site. Four of these
areas~-01d State House, the Paul Revere House, (0ld North Church and Shirley
Place--are recommerded for Federal ownership, while the other three areas~-
Faneulil Hall, Dorchester Heights and Bunker Hill--would remain in non-
Federal ownership under cooperative agreements with the Depertment of the
Interior.

H. R. 10836 (0'Neil), introduced March 20, 1962, would authorize the
Boston Natlonal Historic Site as proposed in the Boston Sites Commission
report. The Department of the Interior has not yet reported on this bill.
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