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Letter ttl 

IN R f P l V R E F E R T O ! 

Dear Reader: 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

401 SOUTH SECOND STREET 

VINCENNES. INDIANA 47591 

[I] 

The purpose of George Rogers Clark National Historical Park is to commemorate 
the accomplishments of George Rogers Clark and the expansion of the United 
States into the Northwest Territory, and to communicate this story and its 
significance to the American people. We usually do this through our exhibits, 
audio-visual programs, publications and ranger guided activities at the park. 

There is another way though that we tell the story of Clark and the Northwest 
Territory. It is the annual George Rogers Clark Trans-Appalachian Frontier 
History Conference. This conference was established to encourage research into 
this period and to provide a forum historians could use to share their findings 
with park visitors and scholars alike. Co-sponsored by Vincennes University, it 
is now in its sixth year, and is recognized as the primary conference for the study 
of the region between the Appalachian Mountains and Mississippi River. 

This is the second volume of Selected Papers from the George Rogers Clark Trans-
Appalachian Frontier History Conferences to be produced by Vincennes Univer­
sity and the National Park Service. It contains the best papers presented at the 
1985 and 1986 conferences. We are proud to be able to make it available to you 
and others interested in this period of American history. 

We hope you enjoy reading this book and when you are finished have a better 
understanding and appreciation of the people and events that shaped the history 
of this region. 

Sincerely, 

Terry M. DiMattio 
Superintendent 
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Letter #2 

VINCENNES UNIVERSITY 
Vincennes, Indiana 47591 

PHILLIP M. SUMMERS, President 

Dear Reader: 

Vincennes University is proud to be the site of the George Rogers Clark 
Trans-Appalachian Frontier History Conference. For a number of years, 
the National Park Service and Vincennes University have cooperated in 
presenting the conference, which focuses on the American frontier that 
existed in Vincennes in the early years of our country. Many distinguished 
historians and educators have participated in the confeience and prepared 
papers for presentation. 

This volume includes the 1985-1986 presentations at the annual George 
Rogers Clark Trans-Appalachian Frontier History Conference. These 
selected papers represent the research and indepth study of the presenters. 
Readers are invited to study the articles and learn about the American 
frontier in this region. 

An open invitation is extended to all interested people to attend the an­
nual conference, and information can be obtained about the conference 
by contacting the George Rogers Clark National Historical Park at (812) 
882-1776 or the Vincennes University Lewis Historical Library at (812) 
885-4173. This cooperative endeavor is an important effort to preserve 
and learn about the history of the American frontier. 

Sincerely, 

Phillip M7 Summers 
President 

in 
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PREFACE 

Robert J. Holden 

The events that took place on the Trans-Appalachian fron­
tier had a lasting effect on the shaping of world history. In 
this vast area lying between the Appalachian Mountains, 
Mississippi River, Great Lakes and the Gulf Coast, a direct 
confrontation took place among the Indians, French, British, 
Spanish and Americans. The ultimate success of the 
Americans in this region made possible the expansion of the 
United States to the Pacific Ocean. 

The annual George Rogers Clark Trans-Appalachian Fron­
tier History Conference was inaugurated in October 1983 to 
encourage research into this important field of study and to 
serve as a focal point for its presentation. Although papers 
on the subject are often presented at other meetings, no 
regularly scheduled conference had existed which was devoted 
solely to this theme. The importance of both George Rogers 
Clark and the settlement of Vincennes in the early history 
of this region make this historic city on the Wabash River, 
the site of George Rogers Clark National Historical Park, a 
perfect setting for such a gathering. These selected papers from 
the 1985 and 1986 conferences cover a wide variety of topics. 
Light T. Cummins' "Oliver Pollock and George Rogers Clark's 
Service of Supply: A Case Study in Financial Disaster" pro­
vides an insight into the often overlooked field of financing 
military operations. George M. Waller's "Regularity: Military 
Policy in the Old Northwest 1789-1794" looks at American 
efforts against the Indians during a particularly crucial time. 
Louis M. Waddell's "Expansion in Western Pennsylvania and 
the Upper Ohio Valley, 1754-1800" compares certain parallels 
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in events during this period. Leroy V. Eid's " 'Their Rules 
of War': James Smith's Summary of Indian Woodland War" 
explores the tactics of Indian warfare. Peter Peregrine's "Black 
Robes and Blackened Faces: A History of Miami-Jesuit Rela­
tions" discusses the role of two early missionaries. James H. 
O'Donnell's " 'National Retaliation': Thomas Jefferson's Brief 
for the Imprisonment of Henry Hamilton" examines the ra­
tionale for the unusual treatment accorded this British fron­
tier official. 

For their great assistance and efforts in the 1985 and 1986 
conferences, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to 
former Superintendent John Neal, Terri Utt and Pat 
Wilkerson of the National Park Service, and to President 
Phillip M. Summers, Robert R. Stevens and David A. Bathe 
of Vincennes University. 

Robert J. Holden 
Historian and Conference Coordinator 
George Rogers Clark National Historical Park 

Vincennes, Indiana 
August 1988 
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OLIVER POLLOCK AND GEORGE ROGERS CLARK'S 
SERVICE OF SUPPLY: A CASE STUDY 

IN FINANCIAL DISASTER 
by 

Light Townsend Cummins 
Austin College 

Oliver Pollock's activities during the American Revolu­
tion are well known to students of history. His role as the 
congressional agent at New Orleans has earned him a deserved 
reputation as "The Financier of the Revolution in the West."1 

He arranged shipments of gun powder from Spain and Cuba 
to George Washington's army in 1776 and 1777. He is best 
known, however, for his supply efforts which provisioned the 
military expedition of James Willing down the Mississippi 
River and his substantial financial support of George Rogers 
Clark, this latter in large measure enabling that American 
commander to hold the Illinois country. 

Pollock's financial contributions to the Revolution have 
been the subject of investigations by two historians in par­
ticular: James A. James and J. G. Randall.-' These scholars, 
making extensive use of the ledger books of George Rogers 
Clark and the records of the Continental Congress, have pro­
vided an accurate account of the tremendous amount of 
money and supplies which Pollock advanced for the American 
cause. This is only part of the story. It does not explain how 
Pollock raised the money to support Willing and Clark. This 
paper will address that issue. 

The documents and financial records upon which James 
and Randall based their studies of Pollock were not the con­
temporary accounts kept by the merchant. Pollock's personal 
papers, including his financial records, were destroyed by fire 
when a Federal gunboat shelled his family's plantation at 
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Bayou Sarah. Louisiana during the Civil War.3 Lacking these, 
all historical investigations of Pollock until this date have been 
based upon a variety of legal records, claims papers, and 
memorials which were presented after the fact to various 
authorities either by Pollock or his creditors during the 1790's 
or early 1800's. These documents provide general informa­
tion about the money owed to the New Orleans merchant 
by the United States or the State of Virginia, but they do 
not permit the historian to reconstruct Pollock's personal 
finances on a transaction-by-transaction basis during the 
American Revolution. 

My investigations in the archives of Spain and the 
notarial records of the City of New Orleans, however, have 
located a relatively large holding of previously unused 
materials directly related to Pollock's personal finances dur­
ing the 1770's and 1780's. Research in these documents sup­
ports the basic conclusions offered by historians such as James 
and Randall regarding the total amount of support which 
Pollock advanced for the American cause. It also sheds new 
light on the merchant's personal financial situation during 
the revolt. Their studies characterized Pollock as a wealthy 
merchant of substantial fortune with ample cash reserves, but 
my review of the methods which he employed to finance the 
American expeditions in the West suggests otherwise. An 
overview of the strategies by which he raised money highlights 
a previously unconsidered side of Pollock. What emerges is 
a portrait of an under-capitalized, middle class merchant of 
limited means struggling with short term, deficit financing 
in order to support the American cause. 

An understanding of Pollock's activities as a general mer­
chant specializing in the Latin American trade is important 
in assessing the nature of his personal wealth. Born in Ireland, 
Pollock moved to the Pennsylvania frontier as a young man. 
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By the late 1750's he had become a resident of Philadelphia, 
where he forged lasting bonds with successful merchants in­
cluding Robert Morris. After a short time. Pollock moved 
to Havana where he represented the firm of William and 
Morris in Cuba. There he joined in the activities of Havana's 
Irish and Italian Roman Catholic merchant communities, 
which included Alexander Munro, Geronimo Enrile and 
Geronomo LaChiapelli. These individuals, including Pollock, 
were heavily involved in the slave trade, a commerce permit­
ted foreign merchants by the laws of Spain/ 

In 1769, Pollock went to New Orleans, following on the 
heels of the military expedition sent from Cuba to assert 
Spain's control of Louisiana. General Alejandro O'Reilly, its 
commander, awarded Pollock a contract to supply New 
Orleans with flour. This contract provided Pollock with the 
firm base upon which he established a successful merchant 
house in Louisiana.' Pollock quickly opened a profitable trade 
between Spanish New Orleans and Philadelphia by way of 
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic. Still acting as agent for Will­
ing and Morris, he invested in plantation lands along the 
Mississippi for his backers. Between 1772 and 1776. Pollock 
bought four large plantations along the Mississippi and Amite 
Rivers in British West Llorida. Most of the capital for these 
land investments came from profits which he earned in the 
slave trade. One parcel thirteen miles above Manchak on the 
Mississippi, for example, was bought from Phillip Comyn in 
direct exchange for slaves." 

In fact, much of Pollock's operating capital seems to have 
been generated by trading in slaves, both in Spanish Loui­
siana and British West Llorida. His first major sale came in 
March 1773, when he imported eighty blacks. All of them 
were apparently recent arrivals in the New World since the 
bills of sale described them as "brutish males, females, and 
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children who were not baptized." In 1774, Pollock undertook 
a trip to the Atlantic coast, returning with "a good number 
of Negroes." News of this shipment caused considerable in­
terest along the Mississippi Valley as planters in West Florida 
and Louisiana contacted Pollock about selling slaves. 

Pollock also brokered slaves already in the region. 
Members of the Spanish government in Louisiana and their 
families seemed to favor Pollock as a supplier of slaves. 
Bernardo de Otero, the colonial treasurer, bought three house 
servants from Pollock. Don Joseph de Pena, commander of 
Natchitoches post, traded Pollock a slave originally brought 
from the Red River. Although Pollock showed a profit in most 
of these transactions, there was always an element of risk. 
In February 1776, for example, he purchased a thirty-two 
year old mulatto woman named Teresa from Dona Luisa 
Gromel for 500 pesos. After almost eighteen months, Pollock 
finally sold Teresa to Andreas Reynaud for the amount 
originally paid. 

Pollock's other commercial transactions rested on a wide 
variety of commodities besides slaves, although these did not 
produce as much income for him. As a merchant, he traded 
in goods imported into the Mississippi Valley from the Atlan­
tic Coast or England. During 1772, Pollock took Thomas 
Willing's brother James as a partner in the operation of trading 
posts at Natchez and Manchac. The Willings were one of 
Pennsylvania's best established mercantile families. Pollock 
operated as a correspondent all along the river for the parent 
firm of Willing and Morris. He seems to have specialized in 
the importation of flour and manufactured goods to the 
Mississippi Valley. Exports of wood, peltry and some tobac­
co insured profits for him in return.8 

As well, Pollock engaged in private banking, especially 
dealing in Bills of Exchange. As part of these services, he loan-
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ed money at interest. A typical transaction was his loan to 
one Franciso Mainard of the Arkansas post for over a thou­
sand pesos. In return Pollock required of Mainard collateral 
of a farm, the house on it, five horses, twenty-six cows and 
the maize crop produced during 1773. Pollock also traded 
in real estate. He bought a house on Royal Street in New 
Orleans at public auction in December 1777, reselling it to 
James Harris less than three months later. Pollock as well 
increased his personal land holdings in West Florida, buying 
land along the Mississippi.9 By 1776, Oliver Pollock had 
emerged a prosperous merchant in New Orleans. He was able 
to invest in lucrative ventures and had capital for various 
business transactions. Much of his wealth, however, existed 
in the form of land investments, thereby limiting its liquidi­
ty. Other than the regular sale of slaves, he engaged in no 
commercial activity which generated large amounts of specie. 

The American Revolution had an immediate impact on 
the lower Mississippi Valley because of the proximity of 
British West Florida to Spanish Louisiana.10 Oliver Pollock 
quickly became a partisan of the American cause. Largely 
through his efforts, envoys of the Continental Congress and 
the Virginia state militia were welcomed in New Orleans by 
the Spanish Government. By 1776, Pollock had become the 
unofficial agent and spokesman in lower Mississippi Valley 
for the American rebels. In early 1778, he received an of­
ficial appointment from the Continental Congress as its agent 
in Louisiana. He also received a similar commission from the 
Governor of Virginia on behalf of that state. For the next 
four years, he steadfastly supported the American cause by 
arranging for supplies and money to meet rebel needs.11 

Pollock's first major opportunity to fulfill his commis­
sion came with his efforts to supply the American force led 
by James Willing.12 These activities, although not related 
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directly to the George Rogers Clark expedition, assume some 
importance for understanding later events. The methods of 
generating cash (especially the sale of slaves and the issuing 
of Bills of Exchange) which Pollock later employed for Clark 
in the Illinois country were first used by the New Orleans 
merchant to underwrite Willing. Unlike in the later case of 
George Rogers Clark, these efforts on behalf of Willing were 
successful. 

James Willing had been a personal associate of Pollock 
prior to the Revolution. Unable to prosper in Spanish Loui­
siana, he returned to Philadelphia at the start of the revolt. 
Willing thereupon petitioned Congress for permission to lead 
a military expedition against West Florida. By the early spring 
of 1778, he was commanding a small force of Americans as 
they floated down the river plundering the holdings of West 
Florida planters.'1 Willing and his men took valuable prizes, 
including a large number of slaves. Upon arriving at New 
Orleans, Pollock interceded with the Spanish Governor to 
have Willing granted freedom of the city and the right to sell 
the expedition's prizes. Governor Bernardo de Galvez, 
primarily because of Pollock's support, permitted the 
Americans to dispose of their plunder, but only after an in­
vestigation insuring that the prizes had been obtained accord­
ing to the customs of war. In some cases, Willing could not 
establish such. For example, the governor ordered the return 
of a slave belonging to George Ross, the boat Neptune, the 
goods of Stephen Shakespear, slaves belonging to Pansset and 
Marshall and a batteaux belonging to a Mr. Rapicault. 
Willing, however, was permitted to sell most of the seized 
goods including the majority of the slaves.14 

On April 6 and 8, 1778, Pollock sponsored a public auc­
tion at which the Americans disposed of the majority of the 
slaves taken during the Willing raid. In all, seventy-four slaves 
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crossed the block, raising a total of \ 6,5 \ 8 pesos for Pollock 
and Willing. Leading citizens of Spanish Louisiana, including 
Antonio de Marigny, Philipe de Mandeville, Gilbert Antonio 
St. Maxent and Carlos Oliver, all purchased slaves, although 
in many cases cash money was not on hand to complete the 
sales. Pollock met this lack of specie by financing most of 
the transactions on promissory notes due the following 
January first.15 

It was only a few months after this auction that Pollock 
received his first requests for financial support from 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Rogers Clark. The Committee of 
Commerce of the Continental Congress had earlier instructed 
Pollock to support Clark's expedition and purchase in New 
Orleans any supplies which it required. Aware of this, Clark 
wrote to the Louisiana merchant on July 18, 1778, inform­
ing him that "I have succeeded agreeable to my wishes and 
am necessitated to draw bills on the state and have reason 
to believe that they will be accepted by you, the answering 
of which will be acknowledged by his Excellency, the Gover­
nor of Virginia.""' The support provided by Pollock came in 
two forms: the Bills of Exchange which Clark gave to Illinois 
area merchants drawn on Pollock and actual materials pur­
chased in New Orleans for shipment north up the river 
system. Pollock kept careful record of these amounts, noting 
both the Bills which he received and the supplies which he 
purchased. 

The successful slave sales which financed the Willing raid 
impressed Pollock with the additional profits which could 
come to the American cause by raiding British slave holders 
in West Florida. Pollock's men thus captured British sym­
pathizer David Ross's schooner, the Dispatch, in the late sum­
mer of 1778. It had aboard some fifty slaves and one hun­
dred barrels of flour. Although Ross requested restoration 
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of his property from the Spanish government, his solicitations 
were in vain. Pollock sold the captured slaves and used the 
money to purchase goods and supplies for Clark.17 

These profits convinced Pollock to regularize this source 
of income. Willing's men had earlier captured a small British 
vessel on the Mississippi. Pollock outfitted this vessel as an 
American privateer, naming it the Morris in honor of his 
Philadelphia associate. He commissioned William Pickles as 
her captain. The Morris immediately began raiding English 
plantations along Lake Ponchartrain and Mississippi Sound. 
The taking of slaves to finance the American cause seems 
to be one of its primary motivations. In October 1779, Pickles 
arrived in New Orleans with a prize of thirteen blacks whom 
he had taken from a British subject living on the coast near 
Mobile. Pickles petitioned Martin Navarro, the acting gover­
nor in Bernardo de Galvez's absence, for permission to sell 
the slaves at public auction. After examining the cargo, 
Navarro approved the sale. Two government appraisers fix­
ed the value of the slaves at 1,260 pesos. At noon on Oc­
tober 12, the slaves captured by the Morris were offered at 
public auction under the direction of Navarro. Eight of the 
slaves were purchased, but the remaining went unsold. It took 
two additional sales before the remainder of the slaves found 
buyers. Even with the paucity of purchasers on the first day, 
the total sale netted the Americans almost 600 pesos over 
the pre-sale appraisal.18 

These slave sales provided an initial fund of money which 
could be diverted easily to the American cause. Pollock was 
thus able to meet fully Clark's initial requests for assistance 
and, in so doing, perhaps unintentionally gave the American 
commander and his subordinates the impression that ample 
support was to be had on his behalf. The following year 
witnessed the arrival in New Orleans of a continuing series 
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of Bills drawn on Pollock by American commanders in the 
Illinois region.19 

In many cases, Pollock had no prior knowledge of these 
Bills until the time at which creditors presented them to him 
for payment. By the end of 1779, his ability to pay these Bills 
had been outstripped both by the lack of cash on hand and 
his inability to raise funds. His chances to sell slaves had been 
seriously curtailed by several factors: the Revolution had 
reduced routine slave-trading in the Gulf of Mexico and Carib­
bean; his earlier successes in capturing slaves from neighbor­
ing English subjects had diminished the supply; and the 
military victories of Louisiana Governor Galvez in British 
West Florida during 1779 and 1780 brought the region, in­
cluding its residents, under the protection of Spain, an infor­
mal ally of the Americans. 

Pollock therefore resorted to four additional measures 
which he hoped would generate cash for Clark and the Il­
linois posts. First, he borrowed money from the Spanish 
Government. In all, Governor Bernardo de Gadvez lent the 
American agent more than 74,000 pesos. Second, Pollock bor­
rowed freely from individual merchants in New Orleans, 
creating an almost thirty thousand dollar debt guaranteed by 
his personal assets.20 Third, he enlisted the assistance of other 
merchants who sold him supplies on credit against eventual 
repayment by the American government. He received, for 
example, numerous supplies from the New Orleans merchant 
Daniel Clark, an anglo trader not related to Colonel Clark. 
The merchant Clark kept a detailed accounting of the various 
materials furnished. Fourth, Pollock began transferring the 
Bills of Exchange to other investors who were willing to pur­
chase them at discount against future repayment at face value. 
Some of the investors in this latter funding-raising attempt 
were Louisiana residents Martin Navarro, Narciso Alba, 
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Mario Olivares and Santiago Beauregard.21 

New Orleans investors were willing to purchase these 
Bills as speculative ventures largely because of the public sup­
port given Pollock by Thomas Jefferson, who then served 
as Governor of Virginia. Jefferson had earlier written the 
Governor of Louisiana, noting that the State of Virginia had 
created a trust account with the French firm of Penet, Da 
Costa and Feres to cover Bills of Exchange written by George 
Rogers Clark and his subordinates. Virginia, through the con­
gressional agents in Europe, would be selling tobacco and 
other products to maintain these accounts. Jefferson subse­
quently instructed Pollock to present Bills from the Illinois 
country for payment to the French firm. Based upon this in­
formation, Pollock instead transferred the Bills to local New 
Orleans investors in an effort to increase his short-term cash 
reserves. Santiago Monlon, the Creole planter and merchant, 
became the heaviest investor in these Bills.22 

In early 1781, Pollock's ability to finance the American 
debt without sufficient cash on hand or collateral came to 
an end. In January of that year, Lieutenant Robert George, 
the American commander at Fort Jefferson, drew a Bill of 
Exchange on Pollock in the total amount of $237,320, a sum 
greater than all of Pollock's personal assets.23 As well, the debt 
which the New Orleans merchant had already created in the 
name of the State of Virginia and the Continental Congress 
was considerable. He owed the government of Louisiana some 
74,087 pesos which had been borrowed in the name of the 
Continental Congress. In addition, he was a debtor in the ad­
ditional amount of 29,440 pesos to various New Orleans 
residents including Bernardo de Otero, Joseph Foucher, 
Narciso Alba, Luis Toutant Beauregard, Juan Prieto and 
others.24 Pollock's ability to maintain solvency ended when 
the French merchant firm of Penet, Da Costa and Feres refus-
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ed to honor the Bills of Exchange supported by the State of 
Virginia. That state had failed to make deposits to its trust 
account. Since Pollock had already renegotiated these French 
Bills of Exchange with local residents in Louisiana, he rather 
than Virginia became personally liable for them with the 
creditors. The refusal of the French Bills left him penniless. 
Bankruptcy was his only recourse. 

Pollock embarked on a full-scale selling of his personal 
possessions in an effort to reconcile with his creditors. In 
January and February 1782, Pollock liquidated his holdings. 
On January 29, he began to sell his slaves at auction. He 
owned half interest in four slaves with William Henderson, 
who purchased Pollock's half interest. Francisco Bouligny, 
Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana, bought a slave couple for 
602 pesos. Joseph Porell, Julian Vienna, Patrick Conway and 
Maurice Conway were among the other buyers. In all, Pollock 
sold a full interest in fifteen slaves for a total price of 5,846 
pesos.25 

Pollock sold his residential property in New Orleans 
along with some of his upriver lands. These transactions were 
not without their legal difficulties. In one case. Pollock sought 
to sell two estates which he had been managing for Willing 
and Morris. The plantation manager, Alexander Henderson, 
brought suit against him in New Orleans courts in an effort 
to stop the sale proceedings. Henderson contended that 
Pollock owed him unpaid salary, had failed to reimburse for 
expenses incurred in buying supplies, and that Pollock's ac­
counts were in error. In return, Pollock charged Henderson 
with improperly paying carpenters and jobbers on the plan­
tation, not accounting for two year's worth of rice crops, 
squandering a year's hire of thirty-four slaves who were sup­
posedly kept in idleness, and incurring unnecessary medical 
expenses for the slaves. This dispute was submitted to a board 
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