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Introductory Note. 

A statement of the ethnography of the tribes of Sequoia 
National Park has been requested as a working basis for a museum 
exhibit. There are four tribes whose customs and artifacts are 
of vital importance to the story. Many of the data on these 
tribes are unpublished and could be had only through personal con­
tact with the investigators who are, at the present, living in 
the east. An urgent request for this story, however, has come, 
giving only a fraction of the time necessary to prepare a pro­
perly detailed account. 

Further information of value can be secured from Dr. Hune 
Gayton (Mrs. Leslie Spier) and Dr. and Mrs. Carl Vogelin, to be 
reached through the graduate School, Yale University, New Haven, 
Conn., and Mr. Theodore Mc Cov/n and the,author, to be reached 
through the Department of Anthropology, University of California, 
Berkeley, California. 

The following paper embodies the outstanding facts now 
available about these tribes. It is necessarily incomplete and 
lacking in detail. Moreover, there has been time to offer only 
the barest hints concerning specific museum devices that could 
be employed in the interpretation of these stories to the public. 
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THE INDIAN TRIBES OF THE SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK REGION. 

Tribal Distributions. 

In native times, the region now included in Sequoia 
National Park was given over to two distinctive Indian groups, 
the Western Mono and the Tubatulabal. The Balwisha division 
of the Shoshonean-speaking Western Mono inhabited the upper 
Kaweah River drainage, including the part which lies in the 
western portion of the park. The Western Mono occurred also to 
the north of the park, occupying the western slope of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains between their summit and western foothills. I» 
the foothills they abut the Sen Joaquin Volley and foothill 
Yokuts, The eastern portion of Sequoia park, that is, the Kern 
River drainage, fells in the territory of the Shoshonean-speak­
ing Tubatulabal or Pitcnishc, who ore, like the Western Mono, a 
mountain people, and who occupied the southern Sierra Nevada 
Mountains west of their summit. 

East of the water-shed of the Sierra is a third Shoshonean-
speaking group, the Owens Valley Paiute (formerly called the 
Eastern Mono.). Their territory adjoins that of the Western 
Mono and Tubatalabal at the summit of the Sierra, that is, at 
the eastern boundary of Sequoia Park, but also includes a large 
portion of eastern California to the north. South and east of 
the Western Mono were the Yokuts, a large group of people dis­
tributed mainly in the flat San Joaquin Valley but locally run«« 
ning up slightly into the Sierra foothills, and speaking a lan­
guage which bears no relation to Shoshoneen, but which belongs 
to th* great west coast stock, the Penutian. 

Sequoia National Pork, tfcen, was permanently occupied in 
its western half by the Balwisha group of the Western Mono, while, 
its eastern half was summer hunting territory of the Tubatulabal, 
Individuals from the Owens Valley Paiute to the east and the 
Yokuts to the west undoubtedly visited the country from time to 
time. Also, many specimens of Owens Volley or Son Joaquin valley 
origin were traded through this region by the several Indian 
trails that crossed the Sierra in this latitude. But a collection 
of Yokuts specimens cannot be said to characterize the industry 
of these mountain people any more than would a collection of 
Paiute specimens. 

Museum Exposition of California Indian Life. 

In addition to the references to illustrations given in this 
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paper, the Museum of Anthropology of the University of California 
has a large number of photographs from the tribes concerned which 
furnish ample data on most topics. 

A museum representation of Indians at Sequoia park faces 
several complicating factors, but has, at the same time, the op­
portunity to tell a story of unusual interest. If only the Western 
Mono and Tubatulabal, who ere natives to the park, were represented, 
we should be able to expound a more or less typical Californian but 
in general rather backward people end we should probably have to 
be content with a limited number and variety of museum specimens. 
If, however, the tribes to the east and west are given consideration, 
we have the opportunity to elucidate facts of the utmost importance 
and interest. 

The Sierra Nevada range forms a sharp division between two 
native American cultural and geographical provinces. To the east 
lies the arid Great Basin, harboring the primitive Shoshonean-
speaking tribes, who in their struggle, to live in an extremely 
inhospitable environment, were equipped with only the most primi­
tive cultural devices, and who, by virtue of their backwardness, 
are closer than almost any other tribes in America to the first 
Indians of 20,000 or 25,000 years ago. Specific traits, of course, 
such as the bow, dog, metnte, rabbit skin blanket, and basketry 
are advanced, but in general their culture is impoverished as 
compared with any other American Indians. To the west of ihe Sierra 
Nevada lies the California province, affording a greater natural 
abundance of food and supporting cultures which, though primitive 
as compared with the agricultural tribes of the Southwest, or salmon 
fishing peoples of the Northwest Coast, had achieved their own 
special solutions of the problem of living, and had built up 
something of a distinctive social and religious culture. The Owens 
Valley Paiute largely typify the Great Basin tribes; the Yokuts 
possess most of the distinctive traits of the California tribes. 
The Western Mono and Tubatulabal are in large measure intermediate 
in development, leaning somewhat toward California. A museum ex­
position of these cultural provinces, therefore, should bring out 
the following facts: 

First, the Sierra Nevada mountains constitute a major barrier 
between the two geographical and cultural provinces. In order to 
indicate this forcibly, a map including the full extent of the 
Great Basin into Utah, and of the whole of California should be 
used. On this would be entered the major cultural and geographical 
areas. Attention should also be called to the relief model con­
structed for Sequoia Park, for it indicates the magnitude of the 
crest of the Sierra as a geographical and cultural barrier. 

2 





Second, a map should show the distribution of tribes in the 
region, indicating also the major language groups. This would 
bring out the fact thst the Sierras constitute, in large measure, 
a boundary between the Shoshonean-speaking Great Basin peoples 
and the varied linguistic groups of the California province. 
Such a map would be of local interest and certainly far more 
important than a general map of North American Linguistic families. 
It would show that to the east of the Sierra lie the Shoshonean 
speaking Northern Paiute (Paviotso), Shoshoni, Southern Paiute, 
and Chemehuevi, while the Western Mono, Tubatulabal and Kawaiisu, 
also Shoshonean-speaking, are in the mountains; and it would 
show that California proper is occupied by several stocks. One 
of the most important of these is the Penutian-Lutuamian, which 
includes the centrally located Yokuts, Salinan, Miwok, Maidu and 
tfintun. Another is the Hokan-Siouan, which includes the Costonoan, 
Shastan, Chumash and Pomo. (See Kroeber, 1925, pi. 1 for further 
details.) 

Third, the cultural differences between the peoples on the 
opposite sides of the Sierras should be brought out. Exposition 
of these differences would first emphasize the fact that the 
natural basis of life in the two provinces is different. In 
California wild foods were relatively abundant and sufficed to 
support a large population, in the absence of agriculture. No 
one food, however, formed the hub of economic activities as did 
the bison in the Plains, the salmon on the Northwest Coast, 
maize in the Southwest. Instead, everything was utilized, all 
kinds of game being taken in a variety of ways, and all edible 
seeds being gathered and roots dug. The relatively great re­
liance upon roots has merited the California Indians generally 
the popular but entirely meaningless name, "Diggers". If any one 
thing served as a specialized food and required specialized 
techniques, it was the acorn, which became the center of a very 
interesting complex. In contrast to the relative abundance of 
food in California, the Great Basin afforded so little that life 
was a continual struggle. As in California, everything possible 
was utilized, but the pine nut, growing on the desert ranges, 
supplanted the acorn as the staple food and required its own 
series of techniques for gathering, storing, and preparation. 
These and other differences between the two provinces will be ex­
plained below. In a museum exposition of these points, there 
should be, so far as possible, a comparative series of illustra­
tions or actual objects of the two cultures. 

In this connection, a map should show the cultural sub-areas 
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of California (see Kroeber, 1925, figs. 73 and 74, pp. 903, 916.), 
making it plain that the Yokuts-western toono culture belongs with 
the south central area, which is set off from the Northwest sal­
mon culture (which is allied with the Northwest Coast), and the 
southern California sub-area which is somewhat distinctive, some­
what allied with the Southwest. The museum should also explain 
the interesting fact that as California is extremely varied topo­
graphically and in natural resources, so its native inhabitants 
had more than ordinarily varied arts and industries, quite differ­
ent modes of life being found within a relatively small region. 

A fourth point that should be brought out is that native 
trade was carried on across the Sierra Nevada, definite trails 
being used and a considerable variety of objects being trans­
ported. Trails, campsites, etc., could be designated on maps. 
Such information as is available on this subject will be in­
dicated below. 

The Tubatulabal 

The degree to which the Tubatulabal language diverges from 
its Shoshonean kin shows that these people have been more or less 
isolated in their mountain home for a considerable period. Never­
theless, they were on friendly terms with their various neighbors 
on the western slope of the Sierra whom they often visited, and 
even joined during certain seasons. The legend that they raided 
the peaceable valley Yokuts from time to time is therefore pure 
fancy, without foundation. 

The home of the Tubatulabal lay on the main and South Branches 
of the Kern River, their territory thus extending up the former to 
its headwaters in Sequoia Park. This was, however, too high to be 
settled permanently and served as no more than summer hunting 
territory. It is likely that iVestern toono and possibly some Yokuts 
also visited this section, so that its assignment to the Tubatulabal 
follows mainly from its greater accessibility to them. 

Tubatulabal is a Shoshonean term meaning "pine nut eaters". 

Their former population may have numbered 1,000. In 1925 
there were 100 to 150. 

There is nothing published on the culture of the Tubatulabal 
except a few paragraphs in Kroeber1s "Handbook of the Indians of 
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California". A more complete ethnology will he available 
when Vogelin's data are published. 

The Western Mono 

The Western Mono territory comprises the western slope of 
the Sierra from the summit of the water shed to the lower country 
where they adjoined the foothill Yokuts, and between the Fresno 
and Tule Rivers. (For type, see Gayton, 1929-a, plates) The 
northern side of the Kaweah River was occupied by the Waksachi 
band, the southern side, by the Balwisha (Patwisha) band. Most 
of the season was naturally spent in the lower hills, as the 
high Sierra are accessible only in the summer. 

Linguistically, they are close to the Owens Valley Paiute, 
varying from them chiefly as a dialect. This implies an ultimate 
eastern origin, indicating that they, like the Tubatulabal, are 
simply a Shoshonean people who, at some time in the past, pushed 
across the crest of the Sierra. 

The Western Mono formerly probably numbered about 2,000; 
today they have about half that number. Like other remotely 
located tribes in California, their population has suffered 
less from the inroads of civilization than that of the formerly 
far more numerous but accessible peoples, such as the Yokuts. 

Very little information is available on the Western Mono 
near Sequoia Park, except that contained in Gayton, 1929, 1930-a 
and 1930-b. The Northl'ork Mono, farther to the north, have been 
rather completely described in Gifford, 1932. The remaining 
Western Mono will be fully described when Gayton's researches are 
published. 

The Yokuts.1, 

The Yokuts occupy the greater part of the San Joaquin valley 
and the lower foothills of the Sierra to the east. (For type, 
see Kroeber, 1925, pi. 32 b,e.) They are subdivided into tribes, 
each numbering two t-o three hundred persons, and having a tribal 
name, dialect, and definite territory. The names are usually 

1. (Yokuts is the singular form.) 
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meaningless and end either in amni or a derivative of this or in 
chit Neither the Yokuts nor their neighbors should be called 
"Mariposans". 

The foothill tribes usually occupy smaller areas than those 
of the valley and are more distinctive in dialects. The tribe 
nearest Sequoia Park is the Yaudanchi. Of them, Kroeber says, 
(1825:479-480): 

"The Yaudanchi or Yaulanchi (plural Yauedchani or Yawil-
chini), also called Nutaa (plural Nuchawayi), 'easterners, 
uplanders'— whence Garces's generic designation of the 
Yokuts as Noche-- held Tule River in the foothills, es­
pecially the North and kiddle Forks. One of their princi­
pal winter quarters was Shawahtau above Springville. Near 
by was Ukunui ('drink')$ and house pits at Uchiyingetau 
('markings') at the painted rocks, and at Tungoshud ('gate') 
near the agency, on Tule River Reservation, hark back 
either to Yaudanchi or Bokninuwad occupancy. In spring and 
early summer they gathered seeds in the vicinity of Lindsays 
in late summer or fall they met with other tribes in Koyeti 
territory about Porterville for fishing and elk hunting. 
In dry and hungry seasons, the southern end of Tulare Lake 
would be frequented in search of tule roots. All the Yokuts 
tnibes from the Kawaeh River south, except perhaps the Wowol 
and Ghunut of Tulare Lake, and at least most of the adjacent 
Shoshoneans, were friendly and appear to have ranged over 
one another's territory amicably and almost at will ..." 

To the west of Sequoia Park were the Wukchamni Yokuts of whom 
Kroeber (p.480) says: 

"The Wukchamni, Wikchamni, or Wikchomni (plural Wukachmina 
or Wikatsmina), whose name was a byword for "glutton", and 
who may be the Buesanet of Graces, wintered on Kawaeh River 
near Lemon Cove and Iron Bridge and frequented the adjacent 
hills in summer*" 

The Yokuts have been relatively completely described by 
Kroeber in the "Handbook of the Indians of California". More 
material will be available when Gayton's researches are published. 

The Owens Valley Paiute. 

The Owens Valley Paiute belong to an extensive group known 

6 



generically as the Northern Paiute (in western Nevada as the 
Paviotso), which extends-through eastern California and western 
Nevada into eastern Oregon. (For types, see Steward, 1933, 
plates, 1, 5, 8). The Northern.Paiute are subdivided into 
local groups of several hundred individuals each. Each group 
or tribe owns and controls definitely demarked sections of 
territory and varies slightly in dialect from the others. 

Within these tribal territories were a number of villages. 
In winter the people lived in Owens Valley or at the edge, of the 
timber in the Inyo mountains where pinenuts were stored. Spring 
and summer brought considerable wandering within tribal territory 
in search of wild seeds and game. In the fall there was a 
communal hunt, dances, and pinenut harvest. 

There was a good deal of intercourse with the tribes west 
of the Sierra during the summer, many trips being made for the 
purpose of trade. Inter-marriage with these tribes was not in­
frequent. Thus, there was an exchange of ideas which tended to 
level down the effect of environment. A general description of 
the Owens Valley Paiute will be found in Steward, 1933. 

Subsistence. 

In the matter of subsistence interesting and significant 
differences exist between the peoples of the western and 
eastern slopes of the Sierra. Those Yokuts who lived within 
the flats of the San Joaquin valley are of no great moment in 
this connection, for their subsistence exhibits many features 
which are not generally representative of California nor 
characteristic of those tribes which are of interest from the 
point of view of Sequoia National Park. Of far greater im­
portance to museum exposition is. the food getting activities 
of the foothill Yokuts, Western Mono, and Tubatulabal who, 
living in a region which abounded in the acorn, made use of this 
food in a typically California manner, and the Owens Valley 
Paiute, who, living in the arid Great Basin, utilized the pine 
nut in characteristic Shoshonean manner. Therefore the concern 
of the museum should be to point out that the peoples on both 
sides of the Sierras were non-agricultural, seed gatherers who 
specialized in utilizing those native species which were most 
abundant. In each case a complex or set of practices developed 
around this species. 
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Among the Yokuts and no doubt also the Western Mono and 
Tubatulabal, the manner of gathering and preparing acorns was 
also extended to the buckeye (Aesculus) and probably to several 
other plants. They were collected in conical baskets, stored in 
large elevated basketry granaries (See Kroeber, 1925, pi. 36 for 
a similar Miwok granary and Gifford, 1932, p.20-1, and plate 4-a 
for a Northfork Mono Granary) and prepared by a method of leach­
ing. The nuts were broken and soaked for a few days, then crushed 
with pestle. For this, the bedrock mortar and occasionly the 
wooden mortar with a counter-sunk pit was used (for photos of these 
see Kroeber, 1925, plate 45, and Gifford, plate 3-b, illustrating 
the sun shade) The poison or bitter was extracted by lining a 
crater of sand with evergreen boughs, filling it with the ground 
nuts, then pouring hot water through ten times. This process for 
the Northfork Mono is described by Gifford, 1932, pp. 21-2. It 
was then boiled into mush, being placed in a pottery or possibly 
steatite vessel, stirred with a looped stick (illustrations of 
looped stick, Kroeber, 1925, fig. 38) and heated with hot stones. 
Or it was made into a kind of loaf; or boiled with other ingredi­
ents, such as seeds or meats. (Kroeber, 1925t527-814-5). 

The Owens Valley Paiute gathered pinenuts (Pinus monophyla) 
i& conical carrying baskets after beating them off the trees with 
poles. These were stored in brush lined pits. Sometimes they 
were roasted in the cones or beaten out and ground on a flat slab 
(metate) with a rubbing stone (mano or muller). (The metate is 
typical of the Great Basin and Southwest, the mortar and pestle 
of California west of the Sierra. A few mortars may be found in 
Owans Valley and more in Death Valley.) The seeds were then win­
nowed with a flat winnowing basket. Sometimes they were parched 
by shaking in a winnowing basket with a few coals. They were gener­
ally cooked in a pot with other seeds and meats into soup or were 
ground after roasting and eaten as flour. The Owens Valley people 
had virtually no acorns except those secured through trade. The 
western Sierra tribes frequently received pinenuts in trade. 
Steward, 1933:241-2) 

In addition to these, all peoples in the vicinity of Sequoia 
Park used every other edible plant. Seeds were gathered on both 
sides of the Sierras by beating with a seed beater into tightly 
woven conical carrying baskets, then ground, winnowed, and variously 
cooked. These included grasses, sages, compositae, berries, etc. 
For a list of these and their uses among the Owens Valley Paiute, 
see Steward, 1933:242-246. Roots were dug with the practically 
universal digging stick, which was made, among the Owens Valley 
Paiute, of mountain mahogony (Cercocarpus). 
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