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IFOREV.ORD

This paper, The Listory of Scotis Bluff, Nebraska, is
o:e¢ of many prepared by a special research group enployed under
the Civil Works Progra:i of 1972-1934 by the Field Division of
Education, Nationcl Park Service, Berkeley, Culif. TIts purpose
is to satisfy certain specialized nceds existing in the National
Pork Service and it rust not, thereforc, be judged or regarded
as a corplute stoterwent of the subjeet with which it deals.

The objecctive of this paper is the compilation of
such pertincnt inforration s will be helpful in the preparation
of ruseunm cxhilits illustrating the history of the areaz of which
Scotts Bluff Nutional Morunent is the center snd, nore specifi-
cally, to outlinc the story to be interpreted by such exhibits
ard to aid ruscun preparators and Park Maturalists. Consequently
it stresses thos¢ aspccts of Scotts Bluff hiistory which are
nost adaptoble to sinple and cffective museun display und treats
but lightly thosc phuses wiich cannot be objectively presented
in the muscw:. The paper does not pretend to be an origincl
piece of research but is rather o conpilation of existing work.
Nevertheless, such interest his been monifested in the group of
research papers of which this is a part thut it seei:s vorth-
while to make some of then avriloble in mimcographed forn.
Certcinly this paper should be of valuc as oan introduction to
Central Plains history, particularly in view of its cxtensive
bibliographic refercencos.

The format of the paper has beer slightly modified
froi: customury scholarly stundards in order to save time and
expensc in nincographing. The pertinent footnotes will be
found ot thc conelusion of each scction.

The¢ suthor, Dr. Dornald D, Brand, hes been associated
with the Departrnent of Geography of the University of California
and is now a rember of the foculty of the University of New
Fexico. He is the author of scver:dl monographs published by
the University of Californin press.

THIS BULLETIN PRODUCED WITH ASSISTANGE
OF PERSONNEL PROVIOED THROUGH S.E.R.A.



HIRODUCTION

The Scotts Bluff Huticnal Monument memorializes not so
much the higtoric significance of the few square miles of actual
monument area, but rather the numberless migrations that have
passed, since time immemorial, over the many trails that con-
verge on the Nerth Platte. The history of the Scotts Bluff area
is an epitome of the exploration, exploitation, =nd settlement
of the Trans-Mississippi West. iere is one of the truly great
corridors of the world. The headwaters of the Platte rise along
the esustern slopes of the Rocvky Meuntains in Wyoming and
Colorcdy. Ey means of the Soubth Pass un almost imperceptible
transition is made from Atlantic to Pacific drainuge. This
pass-route comiuanded the best lines of movement hetween Culi-
fornia, the Oregon country ana Uteh on the west of the "conti-
nental backbone," and the grent Missouri-Mississippi system,
and the plains, prairies, and forests of the east.

Out of thc West have mcved the countless bunds of the
first great emigration Lo americua -- samall groups of primitive
Asiatic nomads, who probuebly made considerable use of this
natural corridor into the "promised lands" of the south and
east. The various bisons, ellz, deer, and other grazing animals
of the late Pleistocene had alrendy marked out the many con-
verging end diverging trails. a3 the generations of the ances-
trel amerinds increased, the tribes were forced to f£ill up 2ll
of the land, hunting grounds began to overlap, nand the warpath
often replaced the trails of migration and trade. iZre the
White Mun reached the Nebrusksz country, the Burupean horse had
becone the servant 3£ all the Great Plains tribes. Formerly.
agricultural I[ndians of th: iMississippi-missouri valleys became
mounted nomed hunters of the buffaly, and wandered from the
Mississippi t» the Rocky Mountains.

The Great Plains Indian-horse-buffals cultural comolex
had scarecely become formulated when French ané Spanish traders
and treppers invaded the country. By the accident of wars,
these natimmalities were repluacad by anglo-Saxcon Britishers and
hmericuans -- dbut the fur trader and trapper continued to domi-
nate the western scene until the country had bean thoroughly
explored and trupped subt. Then the fertile lands >ff the Pac-
ific Coast began to craw e feur hurdy settlesrs over the prairie
and mountain trazces. Persecution pushed the Mormons into tempo-
rary exile in Utah. Var and diplomucy gave California and
Oregon to the auericun nati:n, and the emigrations increased.



Soon the discovery of gold in California inspired a westward
trek of many thousands. Scarcely had the "Forty-niners" become
able minérs and prospecltors when new strikes of precious metals
drew thousands into the "digzings" of Nevada, Colorudo, ldaho,
and Montana.

The rapidly growing population and states of  the West de-
manded repid and more certain communicution with the sast, and
there came in quick successi»sn: Overland iail, Pony Express, the
transcontinental tclegruph, Overland sStege, and the transconti-
nentel railroad. Feeding emigrants and laborers along the great
overland route forced a sudden decimation of the buffalo, the
Indian's "staff of life." In desperation the plains Indians
arose in bloody concerted war, adding to the chaos of the Civil
War. Gaining certain concessions, the Indians became rarily
peaceful until the rush of prospectors to the gold strikes in
the Black Hills and Montana, together with the westwarcd advance
of the Northern Pacific, provoked the final flurry of resistance
in 1876. Crushed by the American troops and moved to restricted
reservations, the Great Plains Indians lost all power of oppos-
ing the White penetration.

In great waves of cattle and men the Platte country was
overrun by the Texas cattle industry. For some ten years the
stockman ruled the opan range. But westward bad been advancing
the granger, with his recently acquired barbed wire fence. By
the close of the '80's, granger fence, cverstocked range, and a
depression in the meat industry had combincd to climinate the
great open ranges. Characteristic of this change, western
" Ncbraska introcduced irrigation wherever possible, new railroads
came in, and small market towns sprung up all along the lines of
communication, The era >f colonization and rapid cultural mu-
tations wae over before the cluse »f the Nineteenth Century.
Such is the historic backiround cof the great movements over the
sverland route.

1. The history of westward expansion is being told more volumin-
ously and accurately with every year. among the principal
general works o>n this .phase of rizerican history are:

1. Frederick J. Turner, The significance of the frontier
in American history, 18%4.

2. Henry Inman and V. F. Cody, The Great sSalt Lake Trail,
1893.




5.
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6.
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Edwin E, Sparks, The expansion of the American people,
1900.

dller C. temple, Am:ricun history and its geographic
condition, 1903.

George P. Garrison, We:tward expansion, 1841-1850,
19C6.

Frederick J. Turner, Rice of the new ifect, 1213-18%9,
1906,

Randall Parrish, The Great Plaine, 1907.

Frederic Paxson, The last American frontier, 1910.

Edwin L. tabin, Kit Carson duys,- 1309-1868, 1214.

Frederick J. lurner, The frontier in American history,
192C.

James C. Bell, Openirg & highway to thc Pzeific,
1838-46, 1921.

Kotherine Coman, Economic beginnings of the Far Vest,
1981.

Cardinal Goodwin, The Trans-iliseiesippi Weet, 1803-
1857, 1922,

Frederie &, Paxson, History of the american fronticr,
1763-1893, 1924,

Agnec C. Luut, The overlsnd trail, 1929.

W. J. Ghent, The road to Oregon, 1229.

Robert E., Riegel, Am:wrica moves %“eet, 1930,

£, Douglus Dranch, ¥cestward - Thz romance of the
hmerican frontier, 1830.

W. J. Ghent, The early Iar Vect, 192Z1.

Welter P, Webb, The Great Plains, 1931,

Rufus R. Wilson, Out of the Weet, 1933.

E. W, Gilbert, The exploration of Wzetsrn Amarice,
180C-1850G, 1233,
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ARCHAECLOGY

Little study has ans yet been made of the earliest remains of
man in western Necbraucka. However, occacsional finds of human
artifacte, associated with tne bones of extinct memmals, in the
Plcictocene deposits of the Platte country have led truined
archaeologiets to estimute an antiquity,of apsroaching 10,000
years for man in the tcotts Bluff area.

Nebraska may be divided into five prehistoric provinces,
the Weetern Plainc region being cquivalent to the Fcotte Bluff
asrea. The oldest non-agricultural finds occur in thie region.
At Signal Butte,2 in the Wild Cat Mountains, rome 22 miles south-
west of tcott: Bluff town, an 13-foot vertical croes-cection re-
vealed three ceparcte strata of humun occupation in & site that
may heve been an old river channel, just above Brule clay. This
is the most importuznt Nebrackun Tind of the last few years.
hArrowpoints (resembling the Folsor type of New iiexico) have been
found essociated vwith the extinct Bison Occidentalis six miles
south of Grand Igland, Hall County, ¢nd neer Cumso, Custer
County, the latter in Peorian loecs. Finde of Foleom-like points
have also been made near Champion, Chese Cownty, and in other
Nebrackan localities.

At an uncertczin date, later than that of the tignal Butte
and Folsom cultures, agriculture entered Nebruska from the south
along the Missouri. teemingly, here Algonguin peoples obtained
an agricultural-pottery complax before the coming of the Caddoan
tribes from the scuth, who introduced a higher culture charac-
terized by semi-subterrine:n houses and abundent pottery. Thie
gouthern or Caddoun complex spread u¢ far vest as Scotts Bluff
and the Colorado bogder, where o Ter vertigee of thie culture
are found. Renaud “ found the South Platte buein of North-
eacstern Colorado to comprise a major archaeclogic division, with
mony canpsites (perhass belonging to historic Indians) charac-
terized by meny flaked artifacts (chiefly quartzite und petriiied
wood scrapars, arrovheacs, snd hemmerstones) and chipes, tipi
rings and fireplaces, sub-recton;ul.r or oval wmanos, sandstone
metates, and plain or stamped pottsry. The pottery epnarently
reprecented a peripheral extension of Plains ceramice. In its
crigin, this muy derive from the Caddoun culture, as a few semi-
subterrsnean house sites exiet in the Colorado-Wyoming-Nebrackea
border region. In genersl, however, the physical limitations of
this dry country worked againsest any effective penetration of an
agriculturzl culture from the more humid region of fertile locss
to the ezst.



The sequence of cultures in Western Nebraska is yet obscure
but may be sketchily described as follows:

1. The mogt recent is the historic Dakota-Arapaho-Cheyenne
culture of normel Plains type.

2. Somewhat earlier the Caddoan Pavnees had a tenuous hold
on this sub-agriculturel area.

3. Prior to the differentiation of the northern Caddoan
peoples, much of middle and western Nebrascka was occupied by people
(presumably proto-Pavmee) of the so-called Upper Republican culture,
which incorporated agriculture, semi--subterranean earthlodges,
and abundant pottery.

4. The oldest well-represented culture is the non-agricul-
tural Signal Butte type, with numerous stone artifacts, but no
pottery.

5. Even more ancient may be the culture represented by the
scattered finds of Folsom-type, medium-to-large dart points, often
associated with the bones of fossil bison.

1. The summary of Dr. W. D. Strong's address, on p. 162 of the
article, "Prehistoric Man in Nebraska," pp. 160-165, Nebraska
History lMagazine, Vol. 13, 1932; a paper on "Ancient Life in
Nebraska and the Physical Environment," pp. 35-37, Nebraska
History Magazine, Vol. 14, 1933; W. D. Strong, "The Plains
Culture Area in the Light of Archaeology," pp. 271-287, Vol.
35, No. 2, 1933, American Anthropclogist; articles in "Smith-
sonian Explorations," 1921 and 1932; Bertrand Schultz, "Asso-
ciation of Artifacts and Extinct Memmals in Nebraska," Bulle-
tin 3%, Nov., 1932, Nebrasks State iluseum; E. B. Renaud,
"Archaeological Survey of Eastern Wyoming," 1932, and E. B.
Renaud, "Archaeclogical Survey of Eastern Colorado," 1921,
Univ. of Denver, Dept. of Anthropology, comprise the chief
published materials on the archaeology of this region. After
earlier sporadic archacologic work, E. E. Blackman was cmploy-

/ ed in 1901 by the Nebraska State Historical Society to make
a preliminary archaeologic survey of the state. Since about
1917 Dr. Harold Cookx has been making intensive studies in
western Nebraska. The organized study of the archaeology of
the Great Plains was not initiated until 1920, under Dr. Guthe,
general director for the Mississippi Valley field. Since
then there have been annual conferences of Plains Archacolo-
gists. Dr. W. D. Strong, now with the Smithsonian Institution,
led a number of field parties from the University of Nebraska,
1929-1932.



2. Discussed by W. D. Strcng in prcjected Bureau of Amer-
ican Ethnology Bulletin, "An introduction to Nebraska arch-
aeology"; in another paper by W. D. Strong and M. E. Kirby,
"Signal Butte, a stratified site in Western Nebraska", now
in preparation; and in the 1931 and 1932 volumes of Smith-
sonian Explorations.

3. Op.cit.



EARLY INDIAN MIGRATIONE

By e£.me unknown date, probably scverzl centures before
Columbus rcached amcrica, peoplos belonging to the Caddozn stock
had epriad over and osecupicd much of the country from the Red
River irto Esuth Dakote, and from the Missouri nearly to tcotts
Bluff.* Thie wac probebly at the expensz of Algonquin tribes
along the fertile Missouri bottome. 1t ic doubtful if there
wag ever zny concfiderabls Indian populaticn of the Great Plainc
prior to the introducticn of the horse, which greatly facilitated
the hunting of buffalc and extencsive migrations in search of
- water, fuel, and shelter.

After the Cuddoen occunation of the trans-Missouri region,
there occurred an influx of Siouan peoples, ulso agricultursl,
from the north and east.® The Dakota divisizn of the Siouan
gtock, cdefeszted in disastrous wars with the Algonquin Chippewa
(vho were zided by newly-acquired fircerme from the French),
around the beginning =f the 18th century began to emigrate
southwee tvar? from bMinnescta. Thie movement forced the Al-
gonquin Cheycnne ancd arapubo cheed of them into the Black Hills
and Cheyenne river country“of South Dakota. The migrations and
displacemcnts continued until, by 1800, the Dakota fioux were
in possescion of mogt of South Dakota.

The westwarc aigration of tribes had by this time become
greatly accelerated through the use of the horse. The horce
(strayed or stolen from the early Spaniarde) had reached the
Parmeezs by 1700, and the Dakotas by 1740.7 Goaced by enemies
on the ecet and attracied by the herds of buffalo ewarming
over the Gre.t Plains of the Platte country, the Tetone (most
western branch »f the Dakstn tYiouxs drove the Cheyenne and
arapah; before them, and had Cccupied all of western Nebroska
to the North Platte by 1830. Therefore, when white men began
to enter Nebreske in numbers, they found the Kansas, Omaha, and
Ponca fiocux in the Misscuri Valley; the Caddoan Parmees
restricted to south central Nebroska, elong the middle Platte
and Loup rivers; ana the Ogallsla and Brule divisions of the
Teton Dakotas over all the remainder of the state. The
irapaho und southern Cheyenne normally held the southern Platte
country.

The Arcpahd, Cheyenne, end Dakotas were normally at peace
wvith each other, but constantly warred against the Pawvnees on
the east and the thoshone on the vest. The Kiowa and Comanche
had presunebly drifted out of Wyoming southeastward across
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western Nebraska, in the early 18th century, to establish them-
selvas im western Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. This set-up in
the first half of the 19th century made the forks of the Platte
a wild battleground between the Chcyenne-Arapeaho-Tetons and the
Pavnees. Until about 1835 the Pawnecs dared to have villages on
the North Platte, but a decisive defeat in that year near Ash
Hollow® caused them to retire far down the river to the Loup
country.

When these northwestern Plains Indians were first visited
by Europecans in the 19th century, they possessed a nearly uni-
form culture. This culture was based on use of the horsc and
hunting of the bison, and conditioncd to an cxcecedingly nomadic
life. Agriculture was practically unknown (except among the
Pawnees and other tribes to the east); very little pottery was
made; and the bison provided everything from fuel and food to
shelter and raiment. These nomadic hunting horsemen naturally
became grecat horse stealers and far-raiding warriors. Such were
the inhabitants of the Scotts Bluff area when the white man
arrived. In numbers they may have epproached a total of 40,000-
50,000 souls, divided: Dekotas, 25,000; Pavmeecs, 10,000;
Cheyenne, 3,5C0; and Arapsho, 3,000. ' As yet, smallpox, cholera,
and drunkenness had not taken a toll of these highly susceptible
aborigines.6

l. W. E. Connelley, "Notes on early Indian occupancy of the
Great Plains," pp. 438-470, Vol. 14, 1915-1918, Kansas Historical
Collections. Mr. Connelley has used Indian traditions, the
reports of early travelers, and the evidence of artifact dis-
tribution in working up his material and two distributional maps.
W. D. Strong, op.cit., in American Anthropologist, discusses

some of the archaeological evidence for this postulated spread
of Caddoan stock.

2. Map in Connelley, op.cit., shows Siouens to the Niobrara

and lower Missouri by 1540. Plate 33, Indian Tribes and.
Linguistic Stocks, 1650, compiled by Dr. J. R. Swenton, in the
Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States,
1932, shows a further encroaching of the Siouans into the fertile
trans-Missouri lowlands of Kansas and Nebraska.

3. The various movements of the Dakota, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
adjacent tribes are outlined in:
1. David Bushnell: Villages of the Algonquian, Siouan,
and Caddoan Tribes West of the Mississippi, Bureau



American Ethmology, Bull., 77, 1922,

2. Doene Robinsout 4 Comprehercsive History of the Dukota
or ¥isux Indiane, to, Dak, Hiect. Coll., Vol. 2,

- 1004, '

3. George B, Grinnell: The Cheyenne Incdions, Vol. 1,
19738, :

4, James U.oncy: Ghost-Dance Religion, ). 853 et eeq.,
14tk annual Paoort, Burecu smericrn Ethnology, 1896.

5. A. L. Xroeber: Thc Arapncho, Vol. 18, Part 1, 1902,
Eull. aa;er. bus. Nat. Hict,

8. ". ilcGe2: The btisuan Indians, 15tk annuel Rejort,
Bureau Anerican Ethnology, 1897.

4, - C. icelers The Iniluerce o>f the Horse on the Development
of Plains Culture, >). 1-25, Vz1l. 16, n, ®., "Amecrican
Anthroyolcgiet," 1614,

5. R. tagcos Wild tcenes in Kansas and Nebraska, p. 50.

6. among the lest early descri,tions of Plains Indiuns are
those to te found ins
1. George Cutlin: Letters and Notes, 1341,
2. Prince Maximilian von ‘iied: Trevels, 1841.
3. Original Journels of Lewis end Clark.
4, B, Jamec: Long's Exsecition from Pittsburgh to the
Rocky Mountuins, 1823,



THE pURCPAMN uDVANCE

When the First rhite men eaw westzrn Nebracka will prohebly
never be exactly deitermined. tecndinuvisns in the 14th century
nay have been the first to set foot in the valley of the
liisciseiyyi. Coroneco, in 1541, advanced into ncrthern Kansac,
or »oegeibly southern Nebraskz. The French -- Nicolet in 1639,
Redicon in 1654-60, Joliet end Marquette in 1673, Henncpin in
1679-80, anc¢ Le tueur in 1683 -- ex)lored the Missiesipoi region
north of the Ohis., Not, hcwever, until 1720 wae there an authen-
ticated ex)Hlorstion Ly vhite men on Nebraska soil. In that year
a Epenish expedition, under Li. General Pedro de_Villasur, wes
masL“cred by Paimees at the forks of the Platte.l This wes the

ogt northeestern point ever attcined by a Epenich expedition in
th» Great Pleire.

foon after, in June of 1739, the llallet brothers and eix
othsr Frenchmen troversed Nebracks from o cam) neusr the mouth of
the Nickrera serose to the Platte, and by the fouth Platte scuth
to fant: Fe.® On thic trip the flattc received its name, which
ie 2 trancloti-n of the Yiouan neme, "Nebrathka," meaning "ehallow."
A few yesre luter, akcut 1745, the Verendryes acdvanced through
the Dazkoatas, jerhape to the Rucky Mlounteine, the white man's
farthest weet in that letitude.

During the rueceedin,” yeeres »f £Hunich and French occunation
of the Greut Louiciuna province, undoulterdily o nunber of
fBur:pecn >r holftreed trappers and voyogeurs penctrated the
western Grect Ploine, up such rivers ac the arkaness, Kansas,
ané Platte, but no record has encvures. Not until the American
Jurchase C¢id recordeu Hurtice, such as those of Lewie znd Clark,
Pike, and Long, traverie this region. A y:ung Ameriesn ceptive
anzng the Incicneg® did elaim to have vondored with the Indians
into the Roecky Hlountaing orior bto 1818, but his story is open to
asubt,

1. A. b. Thoras? "The Massacre of the Villusur Expedition at
the Forke of the Platte River, sug. 12, 1720, " in Nebraeka
History lingazine, 1925. ‘ome authorities glace this at the
Leun-Platte junction. -

2, Journcl, ubliched in de Margry: Decouvertos.,

3. John D, Hunter: Mcmoire of a Cu:tivity awong the Indians of
North Anmerieca, 1523.

10



TBZ BARLY FUR TR/DE PERIOD

The active ex)loratizn ¢f the fcotte Bluif area began with
the westcrn extenrion of the fur tra’e into the u»jer Missouri
anC Rocky M.untain regions. With the trajier and trader came
the beginnings of history for vestern Nebraska.l although such
Eoanish an?d French tralere os Lica and Choteau hot already been

raling in the Misscuri country, it remained for Johmn Jacob
Astor an¢ his Pacific Fur Comdany (organizec in 1810) to open
up the rich fur ccuntry of the American Rockies and the Oregon
country. A Dyarty, uncer W. P, Hunt, wuc sent overland to the
m>uth of the Columbia, and another party, on the "Tonguin,"
went by rea. astoria was founced and the region claimed for
america scurcely before some Britieh tracers w=p)ecarcd on the
gcene cut of Conaca. The tecond War for Indejencience (1812-
15) came .on, and control wae lost temporarily until an agree-
ment bet.een Britein end Amcrica made the Oregon country
(22°-54°40' N, Lat., and wert of the Continental Divide) open
to joint exsloitation,

Meanvhnile, in 1812, an overlond party had sterted east
with <ieratches for Astor. Robert tf'tuert, Rameay Creooks,
Robert McLellan, Jdoseph Miller, F. Leclere, a. Veller, and
B. Jcnes mnde u the party thet laboriouely followed u) the
tnake, crossed the Continental Divide at or near the famous
touth Page, and started dovn the tweetvater. The DHurty lost
their horesse to come Inliang vhile weet of the Rockies, e
they concluded to winter until foot or boat traveling should
im>rove, a5 they had no idea uf their location or the distance
to £t. Louis. Bein; disturbed by some Indians, the returning
Astorians decided to attem)>t ferther (rogress. They trudged
along dovn the North flatte (with most of their dunnage on the
back of o« »soor old horse obtuined from some friendly tncke
Indinne) until they had advanced many miles into the ¢old,
desolate :lains, Confronted by a lack of fuel and food, they
retraced their steps "to a jlace where they had remarkad there
was & sheltering growth «f forest trees and a country abundant
in game. Here they would once more set u) their winter quarters
and await the -ening of the navigaticn to launch themselves
in canoes."? :

At this site the seven wanderers set up a new winter lodge,
which wee completed a few doys after New Year's Day, 1813,
They were able to kill an atundance of buffalo, and soon had an
ample stock of winter provisions. Part of their leisure time
they utilized in making two large dugout canoes, hoding to
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