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FOREWORD 

This paper, The history of Scotts Bluff, Nebraska, is 
one of many prepared by a special research group employed under 
the Civil Works Program of 193S-1934 by the Field Division of 
Education, National Park Service, Berkeley, Calif. Its purpose 
is to satisfy certain specialized needs existing in the National 
Park Service and it must not, therefore, bo Judged or regarded 
as a complete statement of the subject with which it deals. 

The objective of this paper is the compilation of 
such pertinent information as will bo helpful in the preparation 
of museum exhibits illustrating the history of the area of which 
Scotts Bluff National Monument is the center and, nore specifi­
cally, to outline the story to be interpreted by such exhibits 
and to aid museum preparators and Park Naturalists. Consequently 
it stresses those aspects of Scotts Bluff history which are 
raost adaptable to sinple and. effective museum display and treats 
but lightly those phases which cannot be objectively presented 
in the museum.. The paper does not pretend to be an original 
piece of research but is rather a compilation of existing work. 
Nevertheless, such interest has been manifested in the group of 
research papers of which this is a part that it soens 'worth­
while to make some of then available in mimeographed forn. 
Certainly this paper should be of value as an introduction to 
Central Plains history, particularly in view of its extensive 
bibliographic references. 

The format of the paper has been slightly modified 
from customary scholarly standards in order to save tine and 
expense in mimeographing. The pertinent footnotes v/ill be 
found at the conclusion of each section. 

The author, Dr. Donald D. Brand, has been associated 
with the Department of Geography of the University of California 
and is now a member of the faculty of the University of New 
L'exico. He is the author of several monographs published by 
the University of California press. 

TINS BULLETIN PRODUCED WITH ASSISTANCE 
OF PERSONNEL PROVIDED THROUGH S.E.R.A. 



INTRODUCTION 

Tho dcotts Bluff National Monument memorializes not so 
much tho historic significance of the few square miles of actual 
monument area, but rather the numberless migrations that have 
passed, since time immemorial, over the many trails that con­
verge on the North Platte. The history of the dcotts Bluff area 
is an epitome of the exploration, exploitation, and settlement 
of the Trans-Mississippi West, here is one of the truly great 
corridors of the world. The headwaters of the Platte rise along 
the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains in Wyoming and 
Colorado. By neons of the douth Pass an almost imperceptible 
transition is made from Atlantic to Pacific drainage. This 
pass-route commanded the best lines of movement between Cali­
fornia, the Oregon country and Utah on the west of the "conti­
nental backbone," and the great Missouri-Mississippi system, 
and the plains, prairies, and forests of the east. 

Out of tho West have moved the countless bunds of the 
first great emigration to America — small groups of primitive 
Asiatic nomads, who probably made considerable use of this 
natural corridor into the "promised lands" of the south and 
east. The various bisons, elk, deer, and other grazing animals 
of the late Piei3tocene had already marked out the many con­
verging and diverging trails. A3 the generations of the ances­
tral Amerinds increased, the tribes were forced to fill up all 
of the land, hunting grounds began to overlap, and the warpath 
often replaced the trails of migration and trade. dre the 
White Man reached the Nebraska country, the European horse had 
become the servant of all the Great Plains tribes. Formerly: 
agricultural Indians of the Mississippi-Missouri valleys became 
mounted nomad hunters of the buffalo, and wandered from the 
Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. 

The Great Plains Indian-horse-buffalo cultural compLex 
had scarecely become formulated when French and Spanish traders 
and treppers invaded the country. By the accident of wars, 
these nationalities were replacod by xnglo-Saxon Britishers and 
Americans — but the fur trader and trapper continued to domi­
nate the western scent until the country had been thoroughly 
explored and trapped out. Thon the fertile lands of the Pac­
ific Coast began to draw a few hardy settlers over the prairie 
and mountain traces. Persecution pushed the Mormons into tempo­
rary exile in Utah. War and diplomacy gave California and 
Oregon to the American nation, and the emigrations increased. 
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Soon the discovery of gold in California inspired a westward 
trek of many thousands. Scarcely had the "Forty-niners" become 
able miners and prospectors when new strides of precious metals 
drew thousands into the "diggings" of Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, 
and Montana. 

The rapidly growing population and states of the West de­
manded rapid and more certain communication v.'ith the East, and 
there came in quick succession: Overland Mail, Pony Express, the 
transcontinental telegraph, Overland Stage, and the transconti­
nental railroad. Feeding emigrants and laborers along the great 
overland route forced a sudden decimation of the buffalo, the 
Indian's "staff of life." In desperation the plains Indians 
arose in bloody concerted war, adding to the chaos of the Civil 
War. Gaining certain concessions, the Indians became rarily 
peaceful until the rush of prospectors to the gold strikes in 
the Elack Hills and Montana, together with the westward advance 
of the Northern Pacific, provoked the final flurry of resistance 
in 1876. Crushed by the American troops and moved to restricted 
reservations, the Great Plains Indians lost all power of oppos­
ing the White penetration. 

In great waves of cattle and men the Platte country was 
overrun by the Texas cattle industry. For some ten years the 
stockman ruled the open range. But westward had been advancing 
the granger, with his recently acquired barbed wire fence. By 
the close of the '8G's, granger fence, overstocked range, and a 
depression in the meat industry had combined to eliminate the 
great open ranges. Characteristic of this change, western 
Nebraska introduced irrigation wherever possible, new railroads 
came in, and snail market towns sprung up all along the lines of 
communication. The era of colonization and rapid cultural mu-
uations was over before the close of the Nineteenth Century. 
Such is the historic background cf the great movements over the 
overland route.*• 

1. The history of westward expansion is being told more volumin­
ously and accurately with every year, .nmong the principal 
general works on this phase of American history are: 
1. Frederick J. Turner, The significance of the frontier 

in American history, 1894. 
2. Henry Inman and W. F. Cody, The Great Salt hake Trail, 

1893. 
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3. Edwin E, Sparks, The expansion of the American people, 
1900. 

4. Ellen C. temple, Mori can History and its geographic 
condition, 1903. 

5. George P. Garxdson, Westward expansion, 1841-1850, 
1906. 

6. Frederick J. Turner, Pd.se of the new West, 1819-1829, 
1906. 

7. Randall ParriEh, The Great Plains, 1907. 
8. Frederic Paxson, The last American frontier, 1910. 
9. Edwin L. Sabin, Kit Carson days, 1309-1868, 1914. 

10. Frederick J. Turner, The frontier in American history, 
1920. 

11 . James C. Bel l , Ooening a highway to the Pacif ic , 
1838-46, 1921." 

12. Katherine Coraan, Economic beginnings of the Far West, 
1921. 

13. Cardinal Goodwin, The Trane-JAiseiesipoi West, 1803-
1853, 1922. 

14. Frederic u . Paxson, History of the American frontier, 
1763-1893, 1924. 

15. Agnes C. Guut, The overland trail, 1929. 
16. W. J. Ghent, The road to Oregon, 1929. 
17. Robert E. Riegel, America moves Feet, 1930. 
18. E. Douglas Branch, Westward - The romance of the 

American frontier, 1930. 
19. W, J. Ghent, The early Far Feet, 1951. 
20. Walter ?. 7/ebb, The Great Plains, 1931. 
21. Rufus R. Wilson, Out of the 7/est, 1933. 
22. E. W. Gilbert, The e:%oloration of Western America, 

180G-L850, 1953. 

3 

http://Pd.se


ARCKAuOLOGY 

Little study has as yet been made of the earliest remains of 
man in western Nebraska. Rbweve-r, occasional finds of human 
artifacts, associated with the bones of extinct mammals, in the 
Pleistocene deposits of the Platte country have Led trained 
archaeologists to estimate an antiquity.of approaching 10,000 
years for man in the fc'cotts Bluff area. 

Nebraska may be divided into five prehistoric provinces, 
the We stern Plains region being equivalent to the t'cotts Bluff 
area. The oldest non-agricultural finds occur in this region. 
At Signal Butte,* in the Wild Cat Mountains, some 22 miles south­
west of t'eotte Bluff town, an 13-foot vertical cross-section re­
vealed three separate strata of human occupation in a site that 
may have been an old river channel, just above Brule clay. This 
is the most important Nebrnekun find of the last few years. 
Arrowpoints (resembling the Folsorr. type of New Mexico) have been 
found associated with the extinct Bison Occidentalis six miles 
south of Grand Island, Hall County, and near Cumto, Custer 
County, the latter in Peorian loess. Finds of Folsom-like points 
have also been made near Champion, Chese County, and in other 
Nebraskan localities. 

At an uncertain date, later than that of the L'igno.1 Butte 
and Folsom cultures, agriculture entered Nebraska from the south 
along the Missouri. Beamingly, here Algonquin peoples obtained 
an agricultural-pottery complex before the corning of the Caddoan 
tribes from the south, who introduced a higher culture charac­
terized by semi-subterranean houses and abundant pottery. This 
southern or Caddoan complex spread as far west as Bcotts Bluff 
and the Colorado border, where a few vestiges of this culture 
are found. Renaud 3 found the South Platte basin of North­
eastern Colorado to comprise a major archaeologic division, with 
many campsites (perhaps belonging to historic Indians) charac­
terized by many flaked artifacts (chiefly quartzite and petrified 
wood scrapers, arrowheads, and hammerstonerj and chips, tipi 
rings and fireplaces, sub-rectangular or oval manos, sandstone 
metates, and plain or stamped pottery. The pottery apparently 
represented a peripheral extension of Plains ceramics. In its 
origin, this may derive from the Caddoan culture, as a few semi-
subterranean house sites exist in the Colorado-Wyoming-Nebraska 
border region. In general, however, the physical Limitations of 
this dry country worked against any effective penetration of an 
agricultural culture from the more humid region of fertile loess 
to the east. 
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The sequence of cultures in Western Nebraska is yet obscure 
but may be sketchily described as follows: 

1. The most recent is the historic Dakota-Arapaho-Cheyenne 
culture of normal Plains type. 

2. Somewhat earlier the Caddoan Pawnees had a tenuous hold 
on this sub-agricultural area. 

3. Prior to the differentiation of the northern Caddoan 
peoples, much of middle and western Nebraska was occupied by people 
(presumably proto-Pawnee) of the so-called Upper Republican culture, 
which incorporated agriculture, semi-subterranean earthlodges, 
and abundant pottery. 

4. The oldest well-represented culture is the non-agricul­
tural Signal Butte type, with numerous stone artifacts, but no 
pottery. 

5. Even more ancient may be the culture represented by the 
scattered finds of Folsom-type, medium-to-large dart points, often 
associated with the bones of fossil bison. 

1. The summary of Dr. W. D. Strong's address, on p. 162 of the 
article, "Prehistoric Man in Nebraska," pp. 160-165, Nebraska 
History Magazine, Vol. 15, 1932; a paper on "Ancient Life in 
Nebraska and the Physical Environment," pp. 35-57, Nebraska 
History Magazine, Vol. 14, 1933; W. D. Strong, "The Plains 
Culture Area in the Light of Archaeology," pp. 271-287, Vol. 
35, No. 2, 1933, American Anthropologist; articles in "Smith­
sonian Explorations," 1931 and 1932; Bertrand Schultz, "Asso­
ciation of Artifacts and Extinct Mammals in Nebraska," Bulle­
tin 35, Nov., 1932, Nebraska State Museum; E. B. Renaud, 
"Archaeological Survey of Eastern Lycming," 1932, and E. B. 
Renaud, "Archaeological Survey of Eastern Colorado," 1951, 
Univ. of Denver, Dept. of Anthropology, comprise the chief 
published materials on the archaeology of this region. After 
earlier sporadic archaeologic work, E. E. Blackman was employ-

' ed in 1901 by the Nebraska State Historical Society to make 
a preliminary archaeologic survey of the state. Since about 
1917 Dr. Harold Cook has been making intensive studies in 
western Nebraska. The organized study of the archaeology of 
the Great plains v/as not initiated until 1950, under Dr. Guthe, 
general director for the Mississippi Valley field. Since 
then there have been annual conferences of Plains Archaeolo­
gists. Dr. 7». D. Strong, now with the Smithsonian Institution, 
led a number of field parties from the University of Nebraska, 
1929-1932. 
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2. Discussed by V>. D. Strong in projected Bureau of Amer­
ican Ethnology Bulletin, "An introduction to Nebraska arch­
aeology"; in another paper by W. D. Strong and M. E. Kirby, 
"Signal Butte, a stratified site in Western Nebraska", now 
in preparation; and in the 1931 and 1932 volumes of Smith­
sonian Explorations. 

3. Op.cit. 

6 



EARLY INDIAN MIGRATIONS 

By some unknown dato, probably several centures before 
Columbur reached America, peoples belonging to the Caddoan stock 
had spread over and occupied much of the country from the Red 
River into South Dakota, and from the Missouri nearly to t'cotts 
Bluff.1 This was probably at the expense of Algonquin tribes 
along the fertile Missouri bottoms. It is doubtful if there 
was ever any considerable Indian population of the Great Plains 
prior to the introduction of the horse, which greatly facilitated 
the hunting of buffalo and extensive migrations in search of 
water, fuel, and shelter. 

After the Caddoan occupation of the trans-Missouri region, 
there occurred an influx of Biouan peoples, also agricultural, 
from the north and east.^ The Dakota division of the Siouan 
stock, defeated in disastrous wars with the Algonquin Chippewa 
(who were aided by newly-acquirad firearms from the French), 
around the beginning of the 18th century began to emigrate 
southwest--.'ar'! from Minnesota. This movement forced the Al­
gonquin Cheyenne and Arapaho ahead of them into the Black Hills 
and Cheyenne river country uf South Dakota. The migrations and 
displacements continued until, by 1800, the Dakota fc'ioux were 
in possession of most of South Dakota. 

The westward Migration of tribes had by this time become 
greatly accelerated through the use of the horse. The horse 
(strayed or stolen from the early Spaniards) had reached the 
Pawnees by L700, and the Dakotar by 1740. Goaaed by enemies 
on the east and attracted by the herds of buffalo swarming 
over the Gre.̂ t Plains of the Platte country, the Tetons (most 
western branch of the Dakota lioux; drove the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho before them, and had occupied all of western Nebraska 
to the North Platte by 1830. Therefore, when white men began 
to enter Nebraska in numbers, they found the Kansas, Omaha, and 
Ponca Bioux in the Missouri Valley; the Caddoan Pawnees 
restricted to south central Nebraska, along the middle Platte 
and Loup rivers; and the Ogallola and Brule divisions of the 
Teton Dakotas over all the remainder of the state. The 
Arapaho and southern Cheyenne normally held the southern Platte 
country. 

The Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Dakotas were normally at peace 
with each other, but constantly warred against the Pawnees on 
the east and the t'hoshone on the west. The Kiowa and Comanche 
had presumably drifted out of Wyoming southeastward across 
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western Nebraska, in the early 18th century, to establish them­
selves in western Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. This set-up' in 
the first half of the 19th century made the forks of the Platte 
a wild battleground between the Choyenne-Arapaho-Tetons and the 
Pawnees. Until about 18S5 the Pawnees dared to have villages on 
the North Platte, but a decisive defeat in that year near Ash 
Hollow^ caused them to retire far down the river to the Loup 
country. 

When these northwestern Plains Indians were first visited 
by Europeans in the 19th century, they possessed a nearly uni­
form culture. This culture was based on use of the horse and 
hunting of the bison, and conditioned to an exceedingly nomadic 
life. Agriculture was practically unknown (except among the 
Pawnees and other tribes to the east)j very little pottery was 
madej and the bi3on provided everything from fuel and food to 
shelter and raiment. These nomadic hunting horsemen naturally 
became great horse stealers and far-raiding warriors. Such were 
the inhabitants of the Scotts Bluff area when the white man 
arrived. In numbers they may have approached a total of 40,000-
50,000 souls, divided: Dakotas, 25,000; Pawnees, 10,000j 
Cheyenne, 5,500; and Arapaho, 5,000. As yet, smallpox, cholera, 
and drunkenness had not taken a toll of these highly susceptible 
aborigines.6 

1. W. E. Connelley, "Notes on early Indian occupancy of the 
Great Plains," pp. 458-470, Vol. 14, 1915-1918, Kansas Historical 
Collections. Mr. Connelley has used Indian traditions, the 
reports of early travelers, and the evidence of artifact dis­
tribution in working up his material and two distributional maps. 
W. D. Strong, op.cit., in American Anthropologist, discusses 
some of the archaeological evidence for this postulated spread 
of Caddoan stock. 

2. Map in Connelley, op.cit., shows Siouans to the Niobrara 
and lower Missouri by 1540. Plato 55, Indian Tribes and 
Linguistic Stocks, 1650, compiled by Dr. J. R. Swanton, in the 
Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, 
1952, shows a further encroaching of the Siouans into the fertile 
trans-Missouri lowlands of Kansas and Nebraska. 

5. The various movements of the Dakota, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and 
adjacent tribes are outlined in: 

1. David Bushnell: Villages of the Algonquian, Siouan, 
and Caddoan Tribes West of the Mississippi, Bureau 
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American Ethnology, Bull. 77, 1922. 
2. Dome- Robinson: A Comprehensive History of the Dakota 

or Eioux Indiant, to. Dak. Hist. Coll., Vol. 2, 
1904. 

3. George B. Grinnell: The Cheyenne Indians, Vol. 1, 
1925. 

4. Jamet. M.on^y: Ghost-Dance Religion, pp. 355 et seq., 
14th /Uinual Pe sort, Bureau nmericn Ethnology, 1896. 

5. A. L. Xroeber: The Araocho, Vol. 18, Part 1, 1902, 
Bull. ̂ aer. liun. Nat. Hist. 

6. '•'.. McGeo: The biouon Indians, 15oh Annual Report, 
Bureau American Ethnology, 1897. 

4. C. Motion The Influence of the Horse on the Development 
of Plains Culture, pp. 1-25, Vol. 16, n. e., "American 
Anthropologist," isi.4. 

5. R. tagei Wild tcenes in Kansas and Nebraska, p. 50. 

6. Among tho lost early descriptions of Plains Indians are 
those to to found in: 

1. George Catlin: Letters and Notes, 1841. 
2. Prince Maximilian von './led: Travels, 1841. 
3. Original Journals of Levis and Clark. 
4. E. Janes: Lang's Expedition from Pittsburgh to the 

Rocky Mountains, 1823. 
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THE EUROPEAN iJJViJWE 

When the first white men saw western Nebraska will probably 
never be exactly determined, Scandinavians in the 14th century 
nay have been the first to set foot in the valley of the 
Mississippi. Goronado, in 1541, advanced into northern Kansas, 
or possibly southern Nebraska. The French — Nicjlct in 1659, 
Rndison- in 1654-60, Joliet and Marquette in 1675, Hennepin in 
1679-80, and Le Lueur in 1685 — explored the Mississippi region 
north of the Ohio. Not, however, until 1720 was there an authen­
ticated exploration by white men on Nebraska soil. In that year 
a Spanish expedition, under Lt. General Pedro de Villasur, was 
massacred by Pawnees at the forks of the Platte.1 This was the 
most northeastern point ever attained by a Spanish expedition in 
the Great Plains. 

toon after, in June of 1759, the Mallet brothers and six 
other Frenchmen traversed Nebraska from a camp near the mouth of 
the Niobrara across to tho Platte, and by the fc'outh Platte south 
to fc'ant;. Fe.2 On this trip the Platto received its name, which 
is a translation of the L'iouan name, "Nebratlika," meaning "shallow." 
A few years later, about 1745, the Verendryes advanced through 
the Dakotas, jerhape to tho Rocky Mountains, the white man's 
farthest west in that latitude. 

During the succeeding years of Spanish and French occupation 
of the Great Louisiana province, undoubtedly a number of 
European or halfbreed trappers and voyageure penetrated the 
western Great Plains, up such rivers, as the arkansas, Kansas, 
and Platte, but no record has endured. Not until the American 
purchase did recorded parties, such as those of Lewis and Clark, 
Pike, and Long, traverse this region. A young American captive 
among the Indians3 did claim to isave wrjide-rec3 v»ith the Indians 
into the Rocky Mountains prior bo 1816, but his story is open to 
doubt. 

1. A. B. Thomas; "The Massacre of the Villasur Expedition at 
the Forks of the Platto River, Aug. 12, 1720," in Nebraska 
History Magazine, 1925. tome authorities place this at the 
Loup-Platte junction. 

2, Journal, published in de Margryi Decouvertos. 

5. John D. Hunter; Memoirs of a Captivity among the Indians of 
North America, 1325. 
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THE BiJtLY FUR TRADE PERIOD 

The active exploration of the t'cotts Bluff area began with 
the western extension of the fur trade into the upper Missouri 
and Rocky Mountain regions, with the trapper an< trader came 
the beginnings of history for western. Nebraska.1 Although such 
i'panish and French traders as Lisa and Chateau had already been 
trading in the Missouri country, it remained for John Jacob 
Astor and his Pacific Fur Company (organized in 1810) to open 
up the rich fur country of the American Rockies and the Oregon 
country. A party, under n". ?. Hunt, was sent overland to the 
mouth of the Columbia, and another party, on the "Tonguin," 
went by sea. Astoria was founded and the region claimed for 
America scarcely before some British traders appeared on the 
scene out of Canada. The fc'econd war for Independence (1812-
18) cane on, and control was lost temporarily until an agree­
ment between Britain and America made the Oregon country 
(420-54°40» N. Lat., and west of the Continental Divide) open 
to joint exploitation. 

Meanwhile, in 1812, an overland party had started east 
with dispatches for Ast-ar. Robert ftuart, Ramsay Crooks, 
Robert McLoIlan, Joseph Miller, F. Leclerc, A. Veller, and 
B. Jones m-.de up the party that laboriously followed up the 
Enake, crossed the Continental Divide at or near the famous 
South Pass, and started down the fc'weetwater. The party lost 
their horses to some Indians while west of the Rockies, • so 
they concluded to winter until foot or boat traveling should 
improve, as they had no idea of their location or the distance 
to fc't. Louis. Being disturbed by some Indians, the returning 
Astoriane decided to attempt farther progress. They trudged 
along down the North Platte (with most of their dunnage on the 
back of a poor old horse obtained from some friendly fc'nake 
Indians) until they had advanced many miles into the cold, 
desolate plains. Confronted by a lack of fuel and food, they 
retraced their steps "to a place where they had remarked there 
was a sheltering growth of forest trees and a country abundant 
in game. Here they would once more set up their winter quarters 
and await the -pening of the navigation to launch themselves 
in canoes."^ 

At this site the seven wanderers set up a new winter lodge, 
which was completed a few days after New Year's Day, 1813. 
They were able to kill an abundance of buffalo, and soon had an 
ample stock of winter provisions. Part of their leisure time 
they utilized in making tv?o large dugout canoes, hoping to 
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launch them with the spring flood of the river. On the 8th of 
March the river seemed sufficiently deep, and they departed 
from their winter's quarters. However, this initial attempt to 
navigate the upper Platte failed miserably, .as the river ex­
panded into a wide but extremely shallow stream, with many sand­
bars, and occasionally various channels. They got one of their 
canoes a few miles down it, with toxtreme difficulty, but at 
length had to abandon the attempt and resume their journey on 
foot with their faithful old pack-horse. Finally they got down 
to Grand Island, where a canoe was obtained from some Indians, 
and the remainder of the journey was made vdth comparative speed 
and ease. 

This good direct trail between the settlements and the 
mountains now v/as forgotten for a number of years. During this 
time the Missouri Fur Company (motivated by Manuel Lisa, Joshua 
Pilcher, and other Et. Louis men) and several minor companies 
had continued to work the upper Missouri region via the Missouri 
river. In IS22 William Ashley and Andrew Henry organized a fur 
company that planned greater activity in the Rocky Mountains 
than ever before. An advertisement for men v/as answered by a 
group that developed such famous nountainnon as Jedediah fcmith, 
William Eublctt, and Jim Bricgor. A series of disastrous 
encounters with Aricara and Blackfeet Indians in the upper 
Missouri region, 1822-1824, nearly wrecked Ashley financially, 
and turned the attention of his men to more southern fields. 
At this time occurred the much-disputed disco/ery or rediscovery 
of the South Pass by Provot and Bridger in 1325 or Smith and 
Fitzpatrick in IS24.4 

The concentration of Ashley's men in the Rocky Mountain 
area back of the Platte headwaters resulted in two innovations 
in the fur business. The various bands of trappers working for 
Ashley were given a time and place to meet a caravan which 
would bring needed supplies and trade goods, and would then take 
back to bt. Louis the skins acquired by trapping and trade. 
This rendezvous and caravan system was initiated in the summer 
of 1325. At the same time the direct Platte overland route was 
put into effective use. In the summer of 1824 Fitzpatrick and 
two others had attempted to come down the bweetwater and North 
Platte by bullosat, but had been wrecked and forced to cache 
their beaver skins. Then the three walked the entire distance 
in to Ft. Atkinson on the Missouri. There they found James 
Clyraan, who had become separated from, his party and had wandered 
the 600 miles in eighty days, arriving shortly before them. 
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