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FOREWiJP.D 

This paper, the history of Glecier National Fark, was p 
prepared to mec-t the needs of contenpleted museum developments 
at Glacier National Park. It makes no pretense of adequately 
covering the entire field of history in the region of the Paik 
and it leys particular stress on certain aspects end slights 
or omits others which might justly be considered of equal 
importance. 

The dominating need which governed the preparation of the 
paper was the requirc-mentof a succinct account of the activities 
of the northern fur trade and those phases of Canadian history 
which touched upon this area. No general summery of eny mujpr 
nortion of this story war. available as ie the case with the de­
velopments further south. Prepared with this need in view and 
with a distinct tine limitation, the study is necessarily uneven 
in its treatment of the different portions of the historical 
background of the park. 

In the main it is believed the principal objectives huve 
been accomplished satisfactorily and that the paper provides a 
brief introduction to the history of the pari, summarizing the 
available printed literature with a proper evaluation of sources, 
and presents a reasonably comprehensive bibliography. It ie in 
response to numerous requests for additional copies and v.ith tho 
hope of extending the usefulness of the paper beyond its original 
purpose that it is here presented in this mimeographed form. 



HISTORY OF GLACI3-JR NATIONAL PARK 

The area now known as Glacier National Park and its immediate 
surroundings was for many years one of the least knov:n regions 
of the far 'Vest. Supposed to be, as it in fact was, one of the 
richest be-ever regions of the Rockies, it was an El Dorado from 
which the fur traders and trappers were barred by the persistent 
hostility of the Flackfoot Indians. Although some daring parties 
may have penetrated the region at an early date, no record sur­
vives, and man: of those who attempted an entry never returned. 

The early history of Glacier National Park is primarily the 
history of fur trade expansion and efforts to top this rich source 
of beaver. East, north, west, and finally south, the tide of 
western expansion srirled up to the borders of Elackfoot terri­
tory but left it an island of unknown lands until mid-nineteenth 
century explorers visited it. French traders, the Hudson's Bay 
Company, the North-rest Company, the American Fur Company, and 
Pocky Mountain Fur Company, to mention only the better known end 
test organized efforts, all came near these "Shining Mountains". 
None entered or knew their chcrecter. 

The rise and growth of the fur trade and the formation of 
the great companies has no real piece in the history of Glacier 
National Park except incidentally as events and policies affected 
the explorations and efforts to penetrate the area commercially. 
For convenience in treatment, the early history can be divided 
into three movements—two major and one, the first, minor. The 
first minor thrust westward toward the Glacier region was that 
of the French fur traders. Out of this grew the English fur 
trade, first the Hudson's Bay Company as a competing movement, 
then the Scotch-English successors of the French, and finally the 
new Hudson's Bay Company, formed of the merger of all these ef­
forts. The other major movement was the latest, that of the 
American fur traders. Stimulated by the discoveries of Lewis and 
Clark, the St. Louis traders, the Missouri River Fur Company, the1 

Rocky Mountain Fur Company and the American Fur Company, as well 
as transient "opposition" companies followed in rapid succession. 
The latter need not be considered in detail. 

I. The Northern Approach - The Fur Companies 

Although it was early French enterprise to the west which 
led to the formation of the Hudson's Bay Company and the ultimate 
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penetration of our erea, it appears to have been left for a young 
employee of the Hudson's Bay Compeny to visit the great plains 
first, this being the first step toward the Glacier region. Pierre 
Esprit Radisson and Medard Chuoart Groseillers, two French advent­
urers seeking fur, were the first to visit the Mississippi Fiver, 
perhaps even touched the Missouri, and first visited Hudson's 
Bay by land. Discredited and plundered by French officials, they 
turned to the English. After a successful voyage to Hudson's 
Bay, the Hudson's Bay Company w"s foimed in 1670, although Redie-
son and Grosillers were given only the part of employees. The 
charter of the Hudson'3 Bay Co. gave it title to all the land 
drained by waters flowing into Hudson's Bay and Hudson Strait. 
Thus, at a pen stroke by the dissolute Charles II, in 1670 the ifc. 
story of the Hudson's Bay Co. is first linked to the history of 
Glacier National Park, for the northern streams of the park flow 
into Hudson's Bay and are hence within the area granted to the 
company. 

The desire of Radisson to penetrate and explore the interior 
wns in large measure thwarted by the initial and long-enduring 
policy of the company to restrict its posts to the shoreline and 
wait for the Indians to bring in the furs. It remained for a Lon­
don gutter urchin, Henry Kelsey, who knew and perhaps nes inspired 
by Radisson, to be the first Englishman to reach the plains, the 
time being 1691 and 1692. His journey was for many years in doubt, 
and onl:- the recent discovery and publication of his journals 
makes it clear that he was also the first Englishman to see and 
shoot the buffalo and grizzly bear. Even yet it remains obscure 
whether Kelsey was srnt by the company or tokk "French leave", but 
the probabilities appear to favor the first theory. 

Kelsey, in his journey, was fpr from reaching the Glacier 
National Frrk erea. He did not even see the Rocky Mountains. But 
for over half a century he was the only Englishman to reach as 
far as the Plains east of the Rockies. (Among sources for the pre­
ceding are: Burpee—Search for the "astern Sea; Pinkerton—Hudson's 
Bay Co.; Laut—Conquest of the Greet Northwest; Kelsey Papers. 
So chaotic are the accounts of the erea that both in this case and 
most of the rest of the paper it is impracticable to give detailed 
citations. While the various sources give more or less detailed 
accounts of events and places, no two seem to have singled out the 
same series, so the problem of detailed citation becomes too com­
plex to be handled in this t?n?e of paper.) 

The next venture into the Plains wes that of Pierre Caultier 
de la Verendrye. This zealous Frenchman spent his life and fortune 
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in attempts to reach the western sea. With only the help of a 
trading license to finance his efforts, he built posts further 
and further into the wilderness, He eventually reached the Man-
dan villages in 17'.... In 17'"1, his son, Pierre, with a younger 
brother, set out for the west from the Mandan villages. On Jan. 
1, 1743, they first saw the Rocky Mountains, reaching their base 
on Jnnuary 15. Just where the brothers arrived is not certain, 
but the present weight of opinion places than furthest west at 
about the site of the city of Helena, Montana, several hundred 
miles further vest than was formerly believed to be the case. 
This brought thern within the region surrounding Glacier. 

Ls Verendrye died in 1749 and his sons were not permitted 
to carry on his explorations. Insteed, Captain Jaques Repentigny 
Legardeur de Saint-Pierre >-as sent to take over their posts. He 
ordered a party to ascend the Saskatchewan River. On their re­
turn they claimed to have built a post near the Rocky Mountains 
in 1751. There is no documentary evidence- that this post was 
e-'er built and the fact that Hendry three years later heard no­
thing of Frenchmen anywhere near the mountains suggests; thst the 
"hole story is a fabrication. See: lurpee—Search for the Testern 
Sea; Stuert—Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana; 
Kaclnness—In the Shadow of the Rockies; Burpee—Pathfinders of 
the Great Plains. 

The next known visitors to approach the region were all 
representatives of the Hudson's Bay Co. In 1754-5, Anthony 
Hendry wintered with the Blackfoot, probably wandering the regionq 
of the Bow River in Alberta and passing down the Red Dear and 
South Forks of the Saskatchewan in the spring. He found a French 
post nerr the Grand Forks of tho Saskatchewan. His journey 
brought no results, for his stories of Indians on horseback v;ere 
not believed and his whole account was discredited. 

In 1772 the competition from Montreal stirred the Hudson's 
Bay Company into activity and Mather? Cocking was sent to the Sas­
katchewan. Crossing the South Fork, he met some Elnckfoot at 
tho Hagle Hills and spent the winter with them, confirming Hendry's 
account. He found French traders who had married into the tribe 
and adopted native life. Some of these nameless personages were 
probably the first whites to visit the confines of Glacier Nat'l 
Park, but their doings must remain unknown to history. Cocking 
returned to the 3ay in 177... That seme year the council of the 
Hudson's Bay Company had ord-rad . steblishrw-ntc to bo made on the 
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Saskatchewan, and Cumberland House was built at Sturgeon Lake. 
From this time on "Patroons Of the woods" were engaged to live 
inland with the Indians. A staff of 51 mon was kept regularly 
r.t Cumberland House. Thorc is no roccri of how far west some 
of those mon may have gono, but in 1799 Peter Filler established 
a post at Lac Lr. Biche r.bovo Edmonton, and r. year later Chester­
field House was built at the junction of the South Saskatchewan 
and Rod Door rivers. (Soe: Hendry; Journal; Cockinc; Journal; 
General sources cited above.) 

The building of thoso inland, posts was largely undertaken 
as a result of the competition of the traders from Montreal, who 
became tho North-V/ost Company. The year after Cumberland House 
was built, J. B. Cadotte built a post at the Forks of tho Sas­
katchewan and tho enterprising Canadians were, no doubt, in 
general ahoad of tho Hudson's Bay posts. In 1779 the first 
association leading to the formation of tho Northwest Company 
took place. By 1783 the company was well established and gave 
constant and increasingly bittor competition to the Hudson's Bay 
Company. By 1787 the indopondents in Montreal had been largely 
absorbed and trado from that point was almost entirely in the 
hands of tho North-west Company. 

While there is a good deal cf published material on tho entry 
of tho North-tfostors into the region north of the Saskatchewan, 
thGir activities in the direction of Glacier can only bo inferred 
from the movoment of the Hudson's Bay Company in that region. 
Of the independents and free traders we likewise have little data. 
In 1780 a free trader's post is mentioned at the Eagle Hills near 
Battloford. A curious noto from the "Manuscript Journal of a 
Gentlonan belonging- to tho army of General St. Clair" remarks 
on meeting a Mr. M , who about five years boforo (which would 
place tho dato as 1786) had visited the headwaters of the Missouri 
with a fur trading: party from Hontroal. The party consisted of 
100 men and had come in contact with tho "Great Belly, Blood, 
Blackfoot, Snako, Ossonobians (Assinoboino?), Shiveytoon, Mandon, 
Paunoo, and others". An attempt by this party to cross the 
"Shining Mountains" was frustrated by hostile Indians. Apparently 
no othor record of this trip is known, Tho geographical and 
tribal information given is far beyond what one would expect at 
the time and, whether the particular expedition mentioned or ex­
peditions to tho headwaters of tho Missouri before Lewis and Clark 
which came closo to tho Glacier Park country. (Massachusetts 
Historical Society, scrios 1, vol. 3, pago 24.) 
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About 1786 David Thompson, most able of all the early 
explorers, was at Manchester House, 40 miles up the North 
Saskatchewan from Battleford, wintorin- with the Piorjcna in the 
ncipphborhood of modern Cal'ary. This marked the approach of the 
fur trade to the Rockios on a permanent basis. By 1790 the 
Hudson's Bay Company had established the South Branch House on 
the South Saskatchewan. Two yoars later Peter Pidler loft the 
Hudson's Bay post of Port George on the North Saskatchewan, and 
wandored over tho Bow and Little Bow rivers. The following year, 
1793, he crossed the Red Deer at the mouth of the Rosebud, 
reached tho Bow, and followed it to Chesterfield House at tho 
South Saskatchewan and Rod Doer rivers. Thompson, the some year 
found both a Hudson's Bay and a North-best Company post at the 
site of South Branch House, but in 1794 an important event 
occurred. Thompson left tho Hudson's Bay Company and joined the 
North-costers. By winter of that yoar ho had run a survey from 
Lake Superior to the Mlandan villages on the Missouri. Hare ho 
found that free traders, outfitted by tho Hudson's Bay Company, 
had been trading for several years. Insignificant bits such a3 
this are tho only hints wc have that whites penetrated beyond 
tho established fur company posts and had been nearer tho 
Glacier region than the record shows at this time. 

In 4800 Thompson went to the Upper Saskatchewan, Spending 
two yoars wondering the country between tho North and South 
Porks. Pour men sent by him were probably the first whites to 
paddle down tie South Pork of the Saskatchewan from near its 
headwaters. In 1801 Thompson passod over Howsc Pass, discovered 
by Duncan McGillivray the year before, roachinr tho headwaters 
of tho Columbia. Some of those parties must have been close to 
Glacier Park. In 1805 Vest Chostorficld House was built by 
John McDonald of Garth near the mouth of tho Rod Deer river. It 
was abandoned the following year and fcr 17 years there were no 
further efforts to penetrate the area with permanent establish­
ments until tho new Hudson's Bay Company reestablished the post 
in 1822, a venture continued only fcr a few yoars. 

In tho meantime David Thompson had been- exploring in the 
region of tho upper Columbia, evidently utilizing Howsc Pass. 
In 1809 Joseph Howsc (not Jasper Hcwso for whom the pass was 
named) followed Thompson over the pass, .̂ id 5n 1810 he took a Hud­
son's Bay party onto tho Pacific slope. Ho was followed by Jones 
McMillan of the Northwest Company to sec that ho was not successful, 
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This was the only effort of tho Hudson's Bey Company to reach the 
Pacific Slope before tho merger with tho Northwest Company was 
made. 

Tho H0W8C and McMillan parties in 1810 arc usually said to 
have boon in the Montana region west of the Rockio3, and hence 
must havo passed west of Glacier Park. In tho Handbook of General 
Information regarding Glacier National Park published by the Depart­
ment of- tho Interior, Y/ashington, 1933, it is noted that the first 
whites crossed Marias Pass in 1810 but no authority is given. No 
evidence for this exists in any of the standard sources for the 
region. The only parties known to have been anywhere near tho 
area are these, two partios of Howse and KeJSllCA, and whilo it is 
conceivable that thoy might have crossed the pass, lacking any 
detailed journals of the oxpoiitions it i* difficult to see how 
this fact could bo determined. 

This same year of 1810, Tnompson was prevented from using 
Howso pass by his old friends, the Piogan, who objectod to Thompson 
furnishing arms to the Kootonay. Thompson then discovered and 
crossed tho mountains by Athabasca Pass. This bocamo tho main 
route ovor tho Rockies. But for the Blackfoot obstacle, the main 
routos would havo been further south and closer to Glacier Park. 

For the noxt fow years tho Northwost Company was occupied 
in developing tho rich country west of the Rockies, building posts, 
and sending out trapping companies which roached far south of 
Glacior Park. They do not appear, howevor, to havo worked back 
toward the Glacier region because of Blackfoot enmity,.and porhaps 
because of the difficult nature of the country. The Hudson's Bay 
Company is not mentioned in this vicinity at all after 1810 until 
tho merger was made with the Northwest Company in 1822, whe, as 
noted above, on old Northwester reestablished Chesterfield House 
for a short time. 

In 1832 the Hudson's Bay council orderod the abandonment 
of Rocky Mountain House "beaause of tho defection of the Piegans", 
and also ordered the building of a post to be called Piegon House 
somewhere near tho 49th parallol, with tho object of intercepting 
Indians whe might bo going across the border to trade with .Americans. 
This is tho first reference to American competition in the Plains 
rogion. In 1833 tho Piegan House was established on the Bow River 
in what is now the Stony Indian Reserve, but after fivo months it 
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was abandons! and Rocky Mountain House restorod. The same year 
the council of tho Hudson's Bay Company, alarmed by tho diminution 
of the beaver, forbade tho issuance of traps to any but tho Pieman 
Indians. In 1848 tho artist Paul Kano passed through Rocky 
Mountain House and noted it to be mado unusually strong because 
of tho danger from the Blackfoot. 

Hine years later, in 1857, Father La Comb paid his first 
visit to Blackfoot territory, and in 1865 took up permanent 
residence there. In tho years 1857 and 1858 the Imporial Palliscr 
expedition apparently actually reached Glacier Park, or at least 
its northern Canadian oxtension, wotorton Park. In 1857 Falliser 
wont up the South Saskatchewan to within sicht of Chief Mountain, 
tho oarlicst mention of the peak in British sources. He crossed 
the Kananaskis to tho Kootenay river, and the followinc year 
crossed Kootonay or Blakiston Pass just north of Glacier Park. 
The expedition evidently saw Y/atorton Lake, ;ivinc it its name. 

Tho Pallisor expedition marks the end of the period of the 
fur trade in this area from a Canadian viewpoint, although it 
lingered on for many years. The monopoly of tho Hudson's Bay 
Company was beginning to crumble. Settlers had been moving into 
tho Rod River Valley over whom tho company could exercise no 
control. In 1866 American traders Vegan to pour over tho bordor 
from Fort Benton, establishing posts in Blockfoct territory. 
The most famous wero Fort whoop-up at tho junction cf the Belly 
and the St. Mary's rivors, Stand-off on the Belly river, and 
Pinchcr Crcok. 

Although thoro wore exceptions, most of those traders were 
of a very low class. Liquor flowed frooly and tho Indians were 
hopolossly debauched. Gamblinc and lawlessness roachod a true 
"Wild west" pitch. Another class of Americans, tho "wolvers", 
made their living by poisoning wolves and bitterly opposed the 
fur traders, who wore encour.-ving the huntin.: of the buffalo for 
their hidos. This added a further disordered element to a situa­
tion which eniurod eight years. 

Such bad conditions in time created their own cure by causing 
the formation of tho Northwestern Mounted Police. By 1874 the 
situation was radically changed. Law and order had arrived and 
tho fur trade period was offoctively ended. Tho later history 
of the area from a CtJiadian viewpoint is the story of the formation 
of reservations, the cattle industry, tho coming of the settlors 
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and the railroad. Discussion of these later phases will he re­
served until after tho story of tho American fur traio has boon 
presented, (Tho above story is presented mainly from two sourccsr 
Maclnness; in tho Shadow of tho Rockies; Pinkcrton; Hudson's Bay 
Company. Othor £°°u sources are: Laut; Conquest of the Groat 
Northwest; Burpeo; Search for tho Western Sea; Innoss; Fur Trade 
of Canada. Further details may be found in the works of these 
authors and in tho many journals and other sources in tho 
bibliography.) 

II* The Southern Approach - Tho Fur Traders. 

Tho approach to tho Glacier National Park region from the 
south lacked for behind that from the north. The traders from 
St. Louis under Spanish control never ponotratcd any distance 
up tho Missouri, although they woro c-.ininr experience nearer 
homo which was to tako them at one bound to tho headwaters of tho 
Croat river. 

In Canada, a cevornmont expedition marked tho closing period 
of the fur trade era. In tho United States it was a Government 
expedition which initiated it. Lewis end Clark went into a 
country which beyond tho Man dan villages, had never been visited 
by American traders. On thoir return in 1807, lewis nr.de an over­
land trip from the Missouri alone" the base of tho Rockies as far 
as the Marias River, and named Chief Mountain. A question has 
boon raised whether he would not have discovered Marias Pass had 
he not been threatened with Indian troubles. In any caso this 
is the earliest mention of a natural feature connected with the 
park itself. 

Near the Marias, Lewis and his small party fell in with a 
Group of Gros Ventro who attempted to steal thoir cans and horses. 
Two Gros Vontro were killed but the horses were nearly all stolen, 
althouch Lewis and his men secured four horses beloncinc to the 
Indians. Thoy then boat a hasty retreat to tho main party and 
pushed on rapidly down the Missouri. This encounter is usually 
said to have been with the Blackfoot, but apparently the tribe 
concerned was tho Gros Ventre. At least this is Lisa's report. 

One John Colter, a soldior with Clark, asked permission to 
stay on the upper Yellowstone, which was crated. Further down 
the rivor Lewis and Clark met with fur traders already followinc 
thoir trail, presumably the party hoadod by that dynamic Spanish 
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trader of St. Louis, Manuel Lisa, who figure.! largely in tho 
history of the succeodin: years. In 1807 Lisa pushed as far 
as tho junction of tho Yellowstono and Bighorn rivers, whore he 
established a post. Colter not hin and cnlistei with his com­
pany, going alone to visit tho Crow and crossing ovor tho summit 
with Crow guides. There they wore attackod by Blaclcfoot (Grc6 
Venbrc?) and Colter was forced tc return, making his wry through 
what is now Yellowstone Park. Two years later Lisa turned his 
post over to the Missouri River Pur Company which he had helped 
to organizo. An attenpt was mado to establish a post at tho 
Three Porks of the Missouri but this party, under Pierre Menard 
and Andrew Ronry, was driven out. They crossod the Rockies, 
building Henry's Port on the opposite slope, abandoning it tho 
following year. 

In 1811 all posts of tho Missouri Fur Company above the 
mandan Tillages were abandoned. The Astorians in this year 
wont overland from Arikara rather than risk ascending the river 
through Blackfoot territory. No recorded efforts to make 
establishments above tho Mandans arc known for some years. 
The aborative Yellowstone Expedition of 1819 must have seriously 
injured American prestige. Yot two years later, in 1821, 
another effort was mado and tho first Port Benton was built 
at tho Big Horn and Yellowstono rivers and the Rocky Mountain 
Pur Company established a post the following year at the mouth 
of tho Yellowstono. Disaster attonded efforts to push into Black-
foot country, however. In 1823 a party under Jones and Immoll 
loft Port Benton for Three Porks and v/oro .ambuscaded on their 
return trip. Tho same year Androw Henry, bound toward the Black-
foot for tho Rocky Mountain Pur Company, was attacked at Groat 
Palls and driven back. Tho Blackfoot stole so many horsos from 
tho Rocky Mountain Fur Company post at tho mouth of the Yellow­
stone that it was abandoned and moved up to the Big-horn. The 
following year the Missouri Pur Company found this upriver trade 
so unprofitable and dangerous that it withdrew all the way down 
river to tho Omaha. 

At this time a great deal was said and written about British 
influence being used to inflame the Blackfoot and other tribes 
against the Americans. As wo have seen, the British were having 
their own difficulties and tho attempt to reestablish Chesterfield 
House failed about then. Although tho 3ritish were willing to 
buy boavcr 3talen from Americans, competing American companies 
were known to do the samo thing, and thoro is at least one case 
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whore actual robbery of a competing company was instigatei hy an 
American firm. Vhilo the British may have depreciated tho .Ameri­
cans to tho Lir.ck.foot, thoy did no more than they would and did 
do to any rival tvador regardless of nationality. Tho diatribes 
ayainst British nucninations at this time must he read with tho 
Anglophobia of the period in mind as well as an eye to fur trado 
ethics and the actual situation of the British in tho same area. 

Tho second and more successful Yellowstone expedition, in 
1825, made a chonye for tho hotter in the American fur trade. 
Tho expedition moved some distance up tho Yellowstone, where it 
mot General Ashley, moving spirit at tho time in the Rocky 
Mountainr Fur Company, and made troatics with all tho tribes of 
tho Rivor except tho Blackfoot, with whom it was unable to estab­
lish contacts. In 1827 Ashley projected a post at the mouth of 
the Marias for Blackfoot trado, but his intorest was diverted, 
and no attompt was made to carry out the plan. 

The year 1828 saw tho entry of the powerful American Fur 
Company on tho upper river, with posts at the mouth of the 
Yellowstone and up the Yellowstone. In 1830 tho name Fort Union 
was applied to the post at the junction of tho Yellowstone and 
the Missouri which was dostinod to become one of the important 
centers for tho area. This.same year Henry Vanderburgh had his 
first brush with tho Blackfoot, who two years later wore to kill 
him. 

Tho American Fur Company was determined to open trade with 
the Blackfoot at any cost. In 1831 opportunity offered. An old 
trapper by the name of Bcrycr, formerly with the Hudson's Bay 
Company, who had lived anony the Blackfoot an! spoke the lanyuayc, 
appeared at Fort Union. Ho offered to lead a party into the country 
and set off with throe companions, returnin with forty Blackffot 
men, many of whom had never before visited this for down the Missouri. 
So suspicious wcro the Blackfoot that Borper had told them the 
distance was loss than it actually w.os. On day's journey from 
tho fort, they refused to travel further. Beryer courageously offered 
his life as forfeit if they di1 not roach the fort tho following day. 
Berber's companions hod felt that thoy were committing suicide in 
accompanying him. To beryer must yo the credit for a courayoous 
hondliny of a drnyerous onterpriso which rosulte. in the establish­
ment of American relations with the Blackfoot for the first time. 
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Tho inmodiate r e su l t of Beryer 's success was the es tab l i sh­
ment of a post , Port Pleyan, at the mouth of the Marias, which 
had a successful season except for one aborativc a t t ack . The 
31ockfoot wi3hod the post kopt opon in the sunnor and whon the 
founder, JPXJCS Kipp, l e f t i t accordinc to h is ins t ruc t ions , the 
Indians burnod tho f i r s t f o r t . The some f a l l i t was rebu i l t by 
D. i). Mitcholl in what i s now known as Brulo Bottom and ronamel 
Pert IfoKensie af ter the onorjotic director of the Missouri River 
operations of the American Pur Company. Prom th i s time en tho 
American Pur Company na in ta inc l almost permanent re la t ions with 
tho Blackfoot t u t a l l was not peace. This srxic year Lrilper and 
7 i tzpa t r ick of tho Rocky Mountain Pur Company had cno of t he i r 
many oncountors with Blackfoot (or Grcs Vcntro?). 

The year 1831 was epech-nakin,. in another respec t . That 
yoar steamboat navigation bo/an on tho upper Missouri and tho 
f i r s t itorjaoont re ache* Pert Union at the mouth of the Yellow­
s tone. This was destined to revolutionize the fur trade-. 

The lony and a i t t c r h o s t i l i t y of the Blackfoot has always 
boen 80mowhat of a mystery. It has sometimes been a t t r ibuted 
to Co l t e r ' s ircscncc with the Crow when the l a t t e r wore attacked 
by tho 31ackfcot, sometimes to the mistake of Lisa in cstad l ishiny 
h is f i r s t up-river post ax.ony tho Crow, b i t t e r onemies of the 
Blackfoot, and scmotinos to Br i t i sh influence. The l a s t charge 
i s disproved by a roaliny of Br i t i sh t roubles with the Blackfoct. 
Ncithor of tho f i r s t two seems in any de;reo an adco.ar.tc oxrlrjan-
t i o n , although i t i s true tha t Lisa found the Blackfoot friendly 
before ho established' h i s post anon.- the Crow. 

Per one th in , the 3lrnkfoot were blamed f c r many ovents with 
which they had no connection. The caerly trappers end t raders 
constantly c lassed ' the Gres Ventre with the Blac'rfcet althoujh 
they in fact wore only loosely adlicd tc them, sp.er.kiny a different 
la.nyna.yo and occupyin. a .-different t e r r i t o r y . The Gros Ventre 
wore r e a l l y a ' ranch of the Arapadno, whom they frequently v is i to_i 
The Grcs Vontre route i s known to have been west cf the Rockies, 
to avoid the Crow country, and nest of the "31r,ckfo^t" encounters 
in t h i s royion were ac tua l ly with Gros Vcntro. Althouyh such an 
able .authority a.s Chittenden was thoroughly a.wre of these f ac t s , 
in his nrxrat ive sections ho enera l ly repeats Jlackfoot without 
qua l i f i ca t ion . 
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From tho conduct of tho Blackfoot in a somewhat lator time, 
that is, at the making of tho Reservation treaties, Troth with the 
United States and Canadian rovcrnments, it seems fairly clear that 
thoir hostility was in part an effort to keep their own territory 
and customs intact, aoprevatcd perhaps by the misdeeds of some 
whites. To well-conducted individuals they seem to have been 
friendly and permitted numorous individuals to reside ononp them 
and marry into the tribe. Hondryfs account of the dirnity and 
freindlincss of the tribe is but one of tho many tollinr the same 
story. Thompson, too, had most pleasant relations with them until 
he be/an selling arms to tho Kootenay. They do not seem to have 
been hostile to trading parties but only to the establishment of 
posts and tho visits of trappers as opposod to traders. In 1857 
a Blackfoot chief said to Hector, leader of one of the parties 
of the Imperial Palliser Expedition, "SO see but little of the 
white man, and out younc men do not know how to behave. But if 
you ccmo amonj us the chiefs will restrain tho youn. men, for 
we have power over then. But look at the Crccs, they have lone 
lived in the company of white men, and nevertheless they are just 
like do-~s, they try to bite when your head is turned — they have 
no manners, but the Blackfoot have larpe hearts and thoy love to 
show hospitality." "(Maclnncs, 44) For similar /pood accounts 
one may see also the account of Stevens on tho Pacific Railway 
Surveys. 

V,'o return to the chronological story of the fur trade 
advance. The American Fur Company built Fort Cass at the mouth 
of tho Bi.; Horn in 1832, the year of the buildinp- of Fort Mc-
Kenzic. This year is also notable for the visit of Catlin to 
Fort Union, and tho following yoar came Maximilian, Prince of 
Weid, both famous chroniclers of Indian customs. In 1834 Thomas 
Nuttal and J. K. Townsenl, English scientists, crossed the 
continent by way of the fur posts on the Missouri. In 1836 
Larpronteur speaks of 31ackfoot trading at Fort Union, and of 
traders beinp sont into tho Blackfoot country, as though it wore 
a regular thine fLarpronteur, 92* 101.) Fathor ae Snot berra 
his famous missionary labors amonp the Flathcads in 1840. The 
usefulness of Fort McKenzic came to a close in 1842-3 when F. A. 
Chorion, post manapor, attempted to massacre a croup 0f Bloods 
in rovenpc for the killing of a favorite no/pro servant, reviving 
Blackfoot animosity. Fort Benton which was built in 1846 slightly 
above the Marias on tho Missouri was destined to become a famous 
post because of its situation at the head of steamboat navipotion. 
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The day of the fur trade was about to same, and here, as to 
the north, the story is to be taken up by engineer, cowboy, 
miner, railroad builder, and settler. (The preceding section 
is largely summarized from: Chittenden; American Pur Trade of 
the Par West; Laut; The Blazed Trail of the Old Frontier; Lar-
prenteur; Forty Years a Pur Trader; Irving; PcanerU le. Various 
other journaio and accounts in the bibliography no./ be used to 
supplement this information in detail.) 

The Railroad _ani F ̂'.ndary Surveys 

In 1853 and 1354 the Pacific Railroad surveys foreshadowed 
the end of the fur trading period. Isaac Stevens, Governor of 
Washington Territory, directed the surveys in this region. As 
a result of the surveys, the first documented white entry into 
the park region was made when Tinkhom, in the winter of 1853, 
crossed the False Mrxias ?as3 at the head of Cut BtJik Creek 
from w»>st to oast. In 1854 Doty made a trip up the east side of 
the Roclcios, noting Chief Mountain, Chief Mountain lake, and Bow 
Lake. On his return he ascended Marias Pass for thirty miles 
until he could see no mountains ahead on the course of the river, 
but failed to cross tho Pass. In 1855 Stevens negotiated a 
reservation treaty with tho Blackfoot. It is notoworthy that 
Stevens had no difficulty with the Blackfoot and was in fact 
materially assisted by them. He was told of tho existence of 
the true Marias Pass and was convinced that a feasible rrilway 
pass existed at this point. Doty's failure to cross the pass, 
while unavoidable, was obviously disappointing to Stevens. 

It is of interest that Hugh Monroe was of Stevon's party. 
Whether he Went with Tinkham or Doty is not indicated. Monroe 
was married to a Picgan woman and had livod near the Blackfoot 
for thirty years. Shultz says Hugh Monroe first camped on lower 
Chief Mountain or St. Mary's Lake in 1811. As Schults knew 
Itonroe well, this may have been true. But Monroe's time sense 
was evidently Indian-like, for ho says also that he took Father 
do Snct there in 1830 and that the Father gavo the name of St. 
Mary to the lakes. This, is manifestly impossible as to date. 
•hat is possible is that Father dc Smct visited the lake- during 
hi8 trip to the Blackfoot in 1846, although dc Smct does not men­
tion it. However, do Smct knew Monroe, met him on soTeral occas­
ions, and in 1850 sent him a vory affectionate lcttor which implies 
that ho had traveled extensively with Itonroe. (1;527; 3:946, ot scq.) 
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