HISTORY OF

Glacier National Park

WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS
ON THE

NORTHERN DEVELOPMENTS
By Dr. Ralph L. Beals

<>

U. S. Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
FIELD DIVISION OF EDUCATION

Berkeley, California
1935



HISTCRY OF GLACIER NATIONAL PARK,
Y“ITH FARTICULAR EMPEASIS
ON THE
NCRTEERN DEVELOPMENTS

by

Dr. Relph L. Beels

U.S. Depertment of Interior
Netional Park Service
Field Division of Education
Berkeley, California
1935


http://NYiTIOK.iL

FOREWLRD

This paper, the nistory of Glacier National Park, vas p
rrepared to mect the nceds of contemplated muscum develeopments
at Clecier National Park. It makce no pretense of adequstely
covcring the cntire field of history in the region of the Paik
and it leys particulsr stress on certain aspects wnd slichts
or omite others which might justly be considered of cqual
importance.

The domineting need which governed the preparation of the
paner viss the requirzmentof & succinet aceount of the activities
of the northcrn fur trade and thosc phascs of Canedian history
which touched upon this srsa. No general sumnaery of eny major
rortion of this story was avai'able as ie the casc with the de-
velopments further south. Preparcd with thie reed in view and
vith & distinct time limitation, the study is nszcecsserily uneven
in ite trcetment of the different portions of the historical
background of the park.

In the main it is believ:=d the principal objectives have
been accomplished setisfactorily and thet the paper provides a
brief introduction to the history oi the perk, summarizing the
aveilable printed litercture vwith o proper eveluetion of sources,
and presents a reassonably conprchensive bibliography. It iz in
reshonseé to numcrous rcoucsts for additional copics and vith the
hope of extending the uscfulness oif' the puper beyond its original
purposc that it is here prcsented in this mimeographed form.



HISTORY OF GLACI*R NATTONAL PARK

The erea now ¥nown as Glacier National Park end its immediate

surroundings was for mcny yesrs one of the least knovn regicns

of the far Wect. Suppozed to be, as it in fact was, one of the
richest beaver regions of the Rockies, it was an El1l Dorado from
which the fur traders end trappercs were barred by the persistent
hostility of the Plackfoot Indiens. .lthough some daring parties
may hove penetrated the region at an early date, no record sur-
vives, and many oi these who attempted an cntry never returned.

The carly history of Glacier National Park is primarily the
history of fur trade expansion end efforts to tap this rich source
of beaver. East, north, west, and finally south, thec tide of
western cxpansion srirled up to the borders of Blackfooi terri-
tory but left it an island of unknown lands until mid-ninectecnth
century explorers visited it. French traders, thc Hudson's Bay
Comprny, the North-vest Company, the Zmerican Fur Company, and
Rocky Mountain Fur Compsany, to mszntion only the better known end
best orgmaniz<d efforts, all cemc ncar these "Shining Mountains".
None entered or kncr their chcrecter.

The rise and grovth of the fur trrede cnd the formetion of
the grecat companies hes no rcal plece in the history of Glacier
Netional Park cxcept incidentnlly es events and policies affected
the explorations and efforts to penetrcte the erea commereiclly.
For convenience in trecatment, the serly history can be divided
into thrce movements--two major ond one, the first, ninor. The
first minor thrust westward toward the Glcecier region was that
of the French fur traders. Out of this grew the English fur
trade, first the Budson's Bay Coripsny as a competing movement,
then the Scotch-English successcors of the French, and finally the
new Hudson's Bay Compary, formed of the merger of all these ef-
forts. The other major moverment wac the letest, thet of the
American fur traders. Stimulated by the discoveries of Lewis and
Clark, the $t, Louis traders, the Missouri River Fur Company, thé
Rocky Mountain Fur Company and the American Fur Compeny, as well
as transient "opposition" companies followed in rapid succession.
The latter need not be considered in detail.

I. The Northern Approesch - The Fur Compenies

Although it was early French enterprise to the west which
led to tke formation of the Hudson's Bay Compsny and the ultimate



penetration of our erea, it appears to have been left for a young
employee of the Hudson's Bay Compeny to visit the great plains
first, this being the first step toward the Glacier region. Pierre
Esprit Radisson and Mecdard Chuosrt Groseillers, two French advent-
urers seeking fur, were the first to visit the Mississippi River,
perhaps even touched the Missouri, and first visited Hudson's

Bay by land. Discredited and plundered by French officials, they
turned to the English. After a successful voyage to Hudson's

Bay, the Fudson's Bay Company wns foimed in 1670, although Redis-
son .and Grosillers were given only the part of employees. The
charter of the Hudsorn®s Bay Co. gave it title to all the land
drained by waters flowing into Hudson's Bay and Hudson Strait.
Thus, at a pen stroke by the dissolute Charles II, in 1670 the c<i.
story of the Hudson's Bay Co. is first linked to the history of
Glacier Netional Park, for the northern streams of the park flow
into Hudson's Bay and are hence within the area granted to the
company.

The desire of Radisson to penetrate and explore the interior
wes in large measure thwarted by the initial and long-enduring
policy of the company to restrict its posts to the shoreline and
wait for the Indians to bring in the furs. It remained for a Lon-
don gutter urchin, Henry Kelsey, who knew and perhaps wes inspired
by Radisson, to be the first Englishman to reach the plains, the
time being 1691 and 1692. Eis jourrey was for many yeers in doubt,
and onlv the recent discovery and publication of his journals
makes it clear that he wzs also the first Englishman to see and
shoot the buffelo and grizzly bear. Even yet it remains obscure
whether Kelsey wes scnt by the company or tokk "French leave", but
the nrobabilities appresr to favor the first theory.

Kelsey, in his journey, wes fer from resching the Glacier
Netional Prrk erea. Ee did not even see the Rocky Mountains. But
for over haglf a century he wzs the cnly Englishman to reach as
far as the Plains ezst of the Rockice., (Among sources for the pre-
ceding are: Burpee--Search for the "satern Sea; Pinkerton--Hudson's
Bay Co.; Laut--Conquest of the Creset Horthwest; Kelsey Papers.

So chaotic #re the accounts of the erea thet both in this case and
most of the rest of the paper it is impractitéble to give detailed
citations. While the various sources give more or less detailed
accounts of events and places, no two seem to have singled out the
same series, so the problem of detailed citation becomes too com-
pléx to be handled in this tvpe of peper.)

The next venture into the Plains wes that of Pierre Caultier
de la Verendrye. This zeelous Frenchman spent his life and fortune



in attempts to reach the western sea. With only the help of a
treding license to finance his efforts, he built posts further
and further into the wilderness, He eventually reached the lMan-
dan villares in 17¢... In 177, his son, Pierre, with a younger
brcther, set out for the west from the Mandan villages. On Jan.
1, 1743, they first saw the Rocky Mountains, reaching their bese
on Jenuary 15. Just where the brothers arrived is not certain,
but the present weight of opinion places tham furthest west at
about the site of the city of Helena, llontana, several hundred
niles further vest than was formorly beliesved to bs the case.
This brought them within the region surrounding Glacier.

Lz Verendrye died in 1749 and his sons were not permitted
to carry on his explorations. Insteed, Captain Jaques Repentigny
Legardeur de Seint-Pierre ras sent to tcke over their posts. He
ordercd & party to ascend the Saskatchcwen River. On their re-
turn they claimed to have built a rost near the Rocky Mountains
in 1761. There is no docuncntery evidence that this post was
ever built and the fact that Hendry threz years luter heard no-
thing of Frenchmen anywherc neer the mounteins suggests thet the
hole story is a fabricetion. Sece: Lurpce--Search for the “cestern
Sca; Stusrt--Contributions to thc Histerical Socicty of Montana;
MacInnese--In the Shadow of thc Rockics; Burpee--Pathfinders of
the Great Plains.

The next knovn visitors to &pnroach the region were all
rcprcsentatives of the Hudson's Ray Co. In 1754-5, Anthony
Hendry wintered with the Blackfoot, probably wandcring the regiong
of the Bow River in Alberta and passing down the Red Dear and
South Forks of the Sackatchewan in the spring. He found a French
post nerr the Grand Forks of thc Saskatchecan. His journcy
brought no results, for his stories of Indians on horscback terec
not believed and his vhole account was discradited.

In 1772 the competition from Montreal stirred the Hudson's
Bay Compeny into activity and Mathevw Cocking wvas scnt to the Sas-
katchern. Crossing the Seuth Tork, ne met some Blackfoot at
the Tesle Hills and spent the vwintsr with them, confirming Hendry's
account. He found Frecneh traders vho had married into the tribe
and adopted native life. Somc of these nomeless personcges vwere
prcbatly the first whitcs to visit the confines of Glacier Nat'l
Park, but their doings rmust rerain unknorn to historye Cocking
rcturned to the 3ay in 177.. That scme year the council of the
Hudson's Bay Company hed ord=rod csteblishmente to be mede on the
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Saskatchewon, ond Cumberland Housc was built ot Sturgcon Lake.
From this time on "Patroons of thc woods" were engogcd to live
inland with the Indians. . stoff of 51 mon was kept recularly
ot Cumberlond House. Therc is no roceri of how for west some

of these men mey hove gone, but in 1799 Petcr Fidler established
o post ot Lac Lo Biche above Edmonton, and o year latcr Chester-
ficld Housc wos built at the junction of the South Saskatchewan
oni Red Doer rivers. (See: Hendry; Journal; Cocking; Journals
Gencral sourccs citcld cbove.)

The building of thesc inland posts was larcely undertoken
o8 o result of the competition cf the traders from Montrcnl, who
became the North-West Compony. The year aftcr Cumberlanl Housc
was built, J. B. Cadotte built o post at the Forks of the Sos-
ketchowen and the enterprising Canelions were, no doubt, in
general ahead of the Hudson's Boy posts. In 1779 the first
association leading to the formeation of the Northwegt Cempany
took place. By 1783 the compeny was well established and gave
congtant and increasingly bittor competition to the Hudson's Boy
Company. By 1787 the indepondents in Montreal had been lorgely
absorbed and trede from that point was almost entirecly in the
hands of the North-West Compony.

lthile there is o good denl cf published materisl on the cntry
of the North-Westers into the rcgion north of the Saskatchewan,
their activities in the dircction of Glacier can only be inferred
from the movemcnt of the Hudson's Boy Company in that rcgion.
Of thc indopendents and frec troders we likewise have little dato.
In 1780 a free trader's post is mentioned ot the Eagle Hills ncor
Battleford. 4 curious note from the "Manuscript Journal of o
Gentleman belonging to the army of CGoneral St. Cloir" rcmoerks
on meeting a Mr. M------, who cbout five ycors before (which would
place the doteo as 1786) had visited the hcadwaters of thc Missouri
with o fur trading porty from Sontroal. The party consisted of
100 men and had come in contnct with the “Grent Belly, Blood,
Blackfoot, Snake, Ossonobions (Assinoboine?), Shiveytoon, Mondlon,
Paunce, ond others". in attempt by this party te eross the
"Shining Mountains" wos frustroted by hostilc Indicns. Apporently
no othor record of this trip is knewn. The gcographical and
tribal informetion given is feor beyond what onc would expeet ot
the time and, whether the porticuler cxpediticn mentioncd or ex-
peditions to the headwaters of the Missouri beforc Lewis and Clark
which ceme close to the Glacier Pork couatry. ‘(Mnssachusetts
Historical Socicty, scries 1, vol. 3, ;ac 24.)



About 1786 David Thompson, most able of =2ll the early
cxplorers, wos at Menchester House, 40 miles up the North
Sasketchewan from Battleford, winterins with the Piegans in the
neichborhood of medern Cel:nrye. This mor¥cd the approcch of the
fur trnde to the Rockios on ~ perm~nent basis. By 1790 the
Hudson's Boy Company hac cstnblished the Scuth Braich Housc on
the South Saskatchewan. Two yoars loter Poter Fidler left the
Hudson's Boy post of Fort Georgc on the North Saskatchcwan, ond
wandered over the Bow ond Little Bow rivers. The following ycaor,
1793, he cresscd the Red Deer at the mcuth of the Roscbud,
recchel the Bow, ond followed it to Chesterficll Housc at the
Scuth Saslzatchewen and Rel Deer rivers., Thompson, thc some yeor
found both o Hudson's Bey and o North-Ucst Compony post at the
site of South Branch Housc, but in 1794 an import~nt event
occurre’. Thompson left the Hudson's Bay Company and joined the
North-.vsters. By winter of thot year he had run o survey from
Loke Superior to the Monden villages on the !Missouri. Hore he
Tound that free traders, outfittcd by the Hulson's Bey Company,
hod been treding for several yoonrs. Insigmificant bits such as
this arc the only hints wc hove that whites penetr-ted beyond
the estoblished fur compeny rosts and hal been ncarcr the
Glacier region than the rccorld shows at this time.

In &800 Thompson wcnt to the Upper Saskrtcheowon, spending
two years wandering the country betwicen the North and South
Forks. Four men scent by him werc ;robebly the first whitcs to
peddle down the South Forlt of the Saskatchcecwan from ncor its
headwaters. In 1801 Thom:son passcd over Howsc Pnss, discovercc
by Duncen McGillivrey the yeor befere, renching the hendwnters
of the Columbia. Some of thesc prrties must hnve been closc to
Glecier Park. In 1805 West Chosterficld House wos built by
John McDonrld of Gorth near the mouth of the Red Decer river. It
was abandoned the following ye~r and fer 17 years there were no
further offorts to ienutrite the arce with permnncent estrblish-
ments until the new Huosoun's Bay Compery rcestablished the post
in 1822, a venture continucl only for o few yenrs,

In the meantime David Thomrson h-Jd “cen cxplorin: in the
re:-ion of the uprer Columbia, evidently utilizing Howse Poss.
In 1809 Joscph Howsc (not Jasper Hewse for whom the poss wo
nomeli) followed Thomgson over the peoss, «nd in 1810 he took o Hud-
son's Boy porty onto the Prcific slorc. Ic was followed by James
lleifillan of the Northwest Compony to scc that he wos not successful.



This was the only effort of the Hudson's Bay Company to reach the
Pacific Slope before the merger with the Northwest Compony wos
made .

The Howse and McMillan partics in 1810 ore usunlly saicd to
have been in the Montena region west of the Rocltics, and hence
must have passed west of Glacier Pork. In the Honlbook of Gencrol
Information regording Glacier Nationol Park published by the Depart-
noent of the Interior, Vashington, 1933, it is noted that the first
whites crossed Marins Pass in 1810 but no authority is given. No
ovilence for this exists in any of the standard sources for the
region, The only parties known to have been anywhcere near the
are> ore thesd two partics of Howse and MeMililan, and while it is
conceiveble that they micht have crosscd the pase, lecking any
deteiled journals of the coxpolditions it is difficult to sece how
this fact could be detcrmincd.

This same year of 1810, Taompson wos prevonteld from using
Howsc Pass by his ¢lc friends, the Piecan, who objected to. Thompson
furnishing arms to the Kootenny. Thompson then discovered and
crosscd the mountains by Athabesca Pass. This bocame the mein
route over tho Rockies. But for the Blackfoot obstocle, the main
routes would have been further south ond closer to Glacier Pork.

For the noxt fow ycars the Northwest Company wos oceupiel
in doveloping the rich country west of the Rockics, builling posts,
ond sending out trapping companics which rcachcd for south of
Glacior Park. They do not appear, howevor, to have workel back
toward the Glacior region beecouse of Blackfoot enmity, ant perhaps
because of the difficult noture of the country. The Hudson's Bay
Company is not mentioned in this vicinity at all after 1810 until
the merger was made with the Northwest Company in 1822, whe, as
noted above, an 0ld Northwester recstohlished Chesterfiell Housc
for o short time.

In 1832 the Hudson's Bay council orlered thc abandonment

of Rocky Mountain House "beeause of the dofection of the Picgans",
anG also ordered the building of a jost to bc cclled Piesan House
somgwhere ncar the 49th perallel; with the object of intercepting
Indions whe micht be ¢geing across the border to trade with Americaons,
This is the first rcfercnce to Americen competition in the Plains
rogions In 1833 the Piesan House was cstoblished on the Bow River
in what is now the Stony Inlien Rescrve, tut after five months it



wos cboanlonel and Rocky Mountoin Housc restored. The scme yenr
the council of the Hudson's Boy Company, clermed by the diminution
of the beaver, forbede the issuance of traps to any but the Piegen
Indians. 1In 1848 the artist Paul Koanc pesscl throuch Rocky
Mountain House and notel it to be made unusunlly strong becausc

of the danser from the Blackfoot.

Nine yecrs later, in 1857, Fathor La Comb pail his first
visit to Blackfoot territory, and in 1865 took up permanent
residence there. In the yeors 1857 and 18568 the Imperial Palliscr
cexpelition appnrently actuelly reached Glocier Pork, or ot least
its northern Cancdien extension, Woterton Pork. 1In 1857 Palliscr
went up the South Saslatchewcn to within sisht of Chief Mountein,
the carlicest mention of the peak in British sources. He crosscd
the Konanaskis to tho Kootency river, cnl the following yeor
crossed Kootoncy or Blekiston Pess just north of Glocicr Perk.

The expedition cvilently saw Waterton Laoke, civing it its nome.

The Pellisor expelition marks the cnd of the periold of the
fur tradc in this aren from a Canaldion vicwpoint, althouch it
lingered on for meny years. Thce monopoly of the Hudson's Bay
Company was be:innins to crumble. Settlers had bteen moving into
the Red River Valley over whom the company could cxercisc no
control. In 1866 Amcricnn tradors Teson to pour over the borior
from Fort Benton, establishin: posts in Blackfoct territory.

The most fomous were Fort Whoop-up ot the junction of the Belly
enc the St. Mrry's rivers, St-nli-off on the Beclly river, and
Pincher Creok.

Althourh thore were exceptions, most of thesc trolers werc
of a very low class. Liquer flowcd freoly onl the Indians were
hopelessly <cebauched. Gamdbling and lawlessnoss roachcd o truc
"7ild wcst" pitche another class of imericens, the "wolvers®,
made their living by poisoning wolves and bitterly opposcl the
fur traders, who werc encoura:inss the huntin: of thc buffalo for
their hicos. This cdled o furthor discoricred elemont to o situn-
ticn which enlured eight yecars.

Such bal conuitions in timo crected their own curc by ccousing
the formation of the Northwestcrn Mountc. Policc. By 1874 the
situction was rolicelly chencl. Lew ~nd orier hel arrivel and
the fur trode periol wos offoctively enled. The later history
of the arca from o Cen~lian viowycint is the story of the forncticn
of rescrvotions, the eattlc industry, the coming' of thc scttlers



end the railroci. Discussion of thcse later phascs will be re-
served until ofter the story of the Ameorican fur treole has been
prescntcd. (The above story is prcsented mainly from two 'sourcess
MecInness; In the shadow of the Rockics; Pinkcrtony; Hudson's Beoy
Company. Other ¢ood sources arcs Laut; Conquest of the Great
Northwest; Burpec; Scarch for the Western Sec; Inncss; Fur Trodce
of Canndae. Further deteils moy be found in the works of thesc
cuthors and in the meny journals ond other sources in the
bibliography. )

IT1. The Southcrn Approach - The Fur Tradors.

The approach to the Glacier National Park region from the
south lagged far behind thet from the north. The tralers from
St. Louis unlicr Spanish control never penetrated any cistance
up the Missouri, althouch they were g-ining experience ncorer
home which wos to toke them et one Tounl to the healdanters of the
¢reat river.

In Canaln, a government cxpelition markcd the closing period
of the fur traie err. 1In the Unitel Statcs it wos o government
expelition which initicted it. ILewis and Cleork went into o
country which beyond the Menian villoses, hod never been visited
by American trolers. On their rcturn in 1807, lewis nodlc .an over-
lend trip from the Missouri along: the basc of the Rockics as for
as the Marics River, and nomed Chief Mountain. 4 question heos
been reisced whether he would not hnve discovercd Marios Poss hod
hc not been threctened with Indinn troubles. In o~ny cosc this
is the carliest mention of o naturnl fenture conncetcld with the
pork itself.

Near the Marioas, Lewis enl his smnll porty fcll in with o
croup of Gros Ventre who attempted to steal their puns and horscs.
Two Gros Vontre werc killel Tut thc horscs werc ncorly all stolcen,
althouch Lewis onl his men sccurcd four horscs belonging to the
Inlirns. They then beat o hasty rctréat to the main party anl
pushel on rapidly lown thc Missouri. This cncountcr is usunlly
scid to have been with the Blackfoot, but apparcntly the tribe
concerned was the Gros Vontre. At least this is Lisat's report.

Onc John Colter, & sollicr with Clark, nsked permission to
stay on the ugper Ycllowstone, vhich wos grontcd. Further down
the river Lewis cnd Clark met with fur trolers nlrenly fellowing
their trail, presunmebly the party he~ded ty thnt dynomic Spoanish
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troder of St. Louis, Monuel Lisc, who figurel largcely in the
history of the succecdin. years. 1In 1807 Lisa pushel as far

&8s the junction of the Yellowstone anli Bishorn rivers, where he
establishel a post. Colter met him and cnlisted with his com=
pony, coing clone to visit the Crow and crossin~ over the summit
with Crow ruildes. Therc they were attnckod by Bleckfoot (Gres
Ventrc?) anl Colter weos forcel tc rcturn, mekin: his wey throuch
what is now Yellowstone Pork, Mo ycars later Lisa turnel his
post over to the Missouri River Fur Company which he had helpel
to organize. [n attenpt was male to estallish a post at the
Three Forks of thc Missouri but this party, unler Pierre ldenard
and .ndrew Henry, was driven out. They crossed the Rockics,
buildin; Henry’s Fort on the opposite slopec, akancloning it the
following yeaor.

In 1811 a1l posts of the Missouri Fur Compony cbove the
mancan villoses were obandoned. Thé Astoriens in this yeaor
went overland from Arvikara rather than risk ascencing the river
throush Blackfeoot territory. No rccorded offorts to moke
estahlishments ahove the Mondans arc known for some yeors.

The aborative Ycllowstonce Expedition of 1819 must hove seriously
injured fmerican prestisc. Yot two years lcoter, in 1821,

enother cffort was mnde ond the first Fort Bonton was built

at the Big Horn and Yellowstone rivers and the Rocky Mountain
Fur Compony established o post the following year at the mouth
of the Yellowstonc. Disnster attendcel efforts to push into Black-
foot country, however. In 1823 o party unler Joncs anl Imncll
left Fort Benton for Threc Forks cnl were cmbuscaled on their
rcturn trip. The same year andyew Henry, bound towarl the Black-
foot for the Rocky Mountoin Fur Compony, was attackced at Great
Fzalls anl driven Lock. The Blackfoot stole so many horscs from
tho Rocky Mountain Fur Ccmpany post ot the mouth of the Yellow-
stone that it wes abandoned and moved up to the Bichorn. The
followins yecr the Missouri Fur Cempony found this upriver trale
so unprofital:le anl dan_crous thot it withirew 211 the way dovin
river to the Omahe.

4t this time o [rent denl was scil and written about British
influcnce being- used to inflome the Blackfoot and other tribes
acoinst the Americons. 48 we hove scen, the British werc having
their own difficultics and tho ~ttem:t to roestohlish Chesterficll
Housc failed ghout then. Althowh tie 3ritish were willings to
Ttuy beaver stolen from Americans, com;ctin imerican companics
were known to 10 the same thin~, anl there is ot lecast one casce



wherce cctual robbery of o competings company was instiatel Dy an
Anmericon firm. ‘hile the British mey have depreciated tho Ameri-
cons %o the Licckfoot, they dil no more than they would and iid
do to any rival twador regardless of notionpglity. The dictribes
a~ainegt British mecninations ot this time must be read with the
Anglophobia of the period in mind as well as an ¢ye to fur trale
ethics and the cetual situation of the British in the same corce.

The second and more successful Yellowstone expcdition, in
1825, made a change for the better in the Jmerican fur trode.
The expedition moved some listrnce up the Yellowstone, where it
met General fAshlecy, movin: spirit ot the time in the Rocky
Mountoin: Fur Compeony, oand made troaties with 2ll the tribes of
the River coxcept the Blackfoot, with whon it was unable to estob-
lish contocts. In 1827 iLshley projecteld a post ot the mouth of
the Marirs for Blackfoot trade, but his intorest was divertced,
anl no attompt was male to carry out the plan.

The yeear 1828 saw the entry of the powerful .mericon Fur
Compeny on the up;cr river, with posts at the mouth of the
Ycllowstone and up the Ycllowstonc. In 1830 the nome Fort Union
was applied to the post at the junction of the Yellowstone and
thc Missouri which was destined to become one of the importont
centers for tho arca. This. same yeor Henry Vanderburgh hal his
first brush with the Blackfoot, who two yeocrs later were to kill
him.

The americon Fur Company wes determined to open trale with
the Blackfoot at any cost. In 1831 opportunity offercli. in o0ld
tropper by the name of Berser, formerly with the Hudson's Bey
Company, who had lived amon:: thc Blackfoot anl spoke the lonsungce,
eppearcd at Fort Union. He offercd to lcald o perty into the country
anl set off with throc compeonions, returnin - with forty Blackffot
mcn, many of whom hald ncver beferc visitel this for cown the Missouri.
So suspicious wecre the Blockfeot that Berscr hoal told them the
distonce was less than it cetually was. On doy's journcy from
the fort, they refuscl to travel further. 3er;cer courn:cously offercl
his life ns forfeit if they dil not rcach the fort the followins doy.
Berger's compenions hnld felt thoet they were committing suicile in
accompanyin.- him. To Dber:ser must ;0 the credit for o courn;cous
hendling of o danscrous centerprise which resulte. in the establish-
ment of Lmerican rclations with thc Blockfoot for the first time.

10
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Thoe irmeliatc result of Bercer's success was the establish-
ment of o post, Fort Piesan, at thc mouth of the iarias, which
hal o succcssful sonson cxcept for onc aborative attack. The
Blackfoot wishol tihc post lzopt oren in the swamer ond whon the
founder, Jamcs Kipp, left it accordiins to his instructions, the
Inlicns burnos the first fort. The same frll it wes redbuilt “y
D. D. Mitcholl in wknt is now known os Brule Bottom onld ronomel
Fert McKcnzie ofter the cnor-etic lirector of the Missouri River
opcrations of the fAnericon Fur Comiony. From this time cn tho
imcricen Fur Company neintaincl clrcst jpermoncnt rclations with
the Bl~nc!:foot but o~ll wes not jcnece This scmc yeor Drilzer anl
Ttzpatrick cf the Rocly lMountain Fur Compeny hoal one of their
neny oncounters with Blackfoot (or Gres Ventre?).

The ycor 1831 was epocche-mnkin. in another rcspect. Tant
yoar steocnmbont naviiction beogen on the uprer Missouri ~nd the
first stormboat re-che. Fert Unicn 2% the mouth of the Yellew-
stone. This wos dcstinel to revolutionize the fur trade.

The lons~ cnd b itter hostility of the Blackfoct hos alwnys
boen somevhat of a mystory. It hns somctinmes Leen attrituted
to Colter's ;rescnce with the Crow when the lotter wore ~ttecle
Ly the Bloelfcot, sometincs to the mistolic of Lis~ in cstallishing
his first up-river post arons the Crow, “ittcr cnemics of the
Bl ckfoot, ~nl scmectimes to Britishk. influcnce. The lost chiorce
is 2isprove. Ly o reoalin: of Dritish troultles with the Bl~eclfoct.
Ncithor of the first two scoms in anr Zerrec on ~cquatc oxjlono-
tion, althouch it is truc thoat Liss founl the Bl cikfrot fricmlly
before hoe cstablishe!l his rost cnon~ the Crow.

For onc thin. the 3lec)foot were blengl for nony ovents with
which thcy hnd no conncetion. The eorly trospers cnt tro lcrs
constontly clnsse. the Gros Ventrc with the Bloc'foot althou-h
they in foet worc only looscly cllield tc them, specliing: o liffcrent

canjucse onl occupyin o Jifferent tcerritory. The Gros Ventre
wore rcally o “ranch of thc irnpcho, vhom trey frcquently visito.s
Thc Gros Ventre routg is known to h~ve heen wost of “the Rockics,
to avoil the Crow country, ~nl.mest of the "Blsc'fo~t" cncountors
in this reyion werc ccturlly with Gros Ventre. .lthou h such am
oble autherity cs Chittenlen w-~s thorou_ hly cw-re of thesc focts,
in his ncrrative scetions hoe encrolly repeats 3lockfoot without
qu~lificntion.
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Fron the conduct of the Blackfoot in o somecwhat lotor tine,
that is, ot the meking of the Rescrvation trcaties, toth with the
Unitod States anl Canalion governments, it scoms fairly cleor thet
their hostility wns in part on cffort to keep their own tcrritory
enid customs intact, ag revatcl perhaps by the mislceds of somc
whites. To well-conductcd inlividuals they secm to have been
friendly and permitted numerous individuels to reside among them
anl marry into thc tribc. Hendry's account of the digmity ond
freinclincss of thc tribc is but onc of the meny tellin;” the samc
story. Thompson, too, had most plecasant rclations with them until
he besan selling arms to thoe Kootenay. Thcy do not scem to heve
been hostilc to traling partics but only to the establishment of
posts and thc visits of treppers os opposed to tralders. 1In 1857
a Blackfoot chief said to Heector, lcaler of one of thc partics
of thc Impcrianl Palliser Expcedition, "We sce but littlc of thc
white man, anl out youn men do not know how to behove. But if
you ccmc amon.' us the chiefs will rcstrcin the youn” men, for
wc have power over them. 3But look at the Crccs, thcy have long
lived in the compony of whitc men, 2 nevebthcless they are just
like dors, they try to bitec when your heal is turnel — they have
no menners, but the Blecl:foot heve lare hearts onl thoy love to
show hospitelity." "(MacInncs, 44) Tor similar ool cccounts
onc ney scc also the account of Stevens on the Pacific Railway
Surveyse.

We rcturn to thc chronolo:ical story of the fur trade
advance. The amcerican Fur Company built Fort Cass at the mouth
of the Bis Horn in 1832, thc yenr of the builling of Fort Me-
Kcnziec., This yecor is clso notable for the visit of Catlin to
Fort Union, anl the followin: yecar came Meaximilien, Prince of
Weil, both famous chroniclcrs of Inlian customs. In 1834 Thomas
Nuttal enl J. K. Townsend, En_'lish scicntists, crosscl the
continent by way of the fur posts on the Missouri. In 1836
Iorprenteur spccks of Blaclkfoot trading at Fort Union, anl of
troders being sont into the Blackfoot country, as thou h it were
o re.ular thing (Larprenteur, 92: 101.) Fathor de Smet besmn
his femous missionary lebors cmon: the Flathcals in 1840. The
uscfulness of Fort McKenzic ceme to o closc in 1842-3 when F. i.
Chardon, post menasecr, attenptcd to massacre o croup of 3loods
in rovense for the killing of a favoritec ne;ro scrvant, rcvivin:
Bleckfoot animosity. Fort Benton which was built in 1846 slichtly
above the Morias on the Missouri wos destincd to tccome o famous
nost becouse of its situction a2t thc heal of stcaroat novi.ation.
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