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FOREWORD

This paper, The Blackfoot, is one of many prepared by a
special research group employed under the 8ivil Works Program
of 1933-34 by the Field Division of Education, National Park
Service, Berkeley, Califormae Its purpose is to satisfy
specialiazed needs existing in the National Park Service and it
must not, ther~fore, be judged or regarded as a complete state=
ment of the subject with which it deals.

The objective of this paper is the campilation of such
pertinent information as will be helpful in the preparation of
ethnographic museum exhibits at Glacier National Park, and more
specifically to outline the story to be interpreted by such ex-
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which are most adaptable to simple and effective museum display
and treats but lightly those phases which cannot be objectively
presented in the Museum., For this reason the reader seeking

a complefe picture of the Blackfoot may be dlsanpointed. Neve r=
the less, such interast has been manifested in the group of
research papers of which this ia a part, that it seems worth
while to make scme of them available in this mimeographed Tomm.
Certainly this paper should be of value as an introductiam

the Blackfoot, particularly in view of its intensive bibliographye.

In line with the original purpose for which the paper was
prepared, the reader will find s number of specific sugzestions
for museum & splays. As some copies will go to perspns interested
in the subject of museum prcsentation, thesc diaplsy suggestions
have been retained.

The f{ormat of the ].aper has been slightly I'"Odlfled from
SRSkSmEEY o ORa T Lp SEE ST S AR OTRSE AR FANS1 1571 BT n SERE S0
%t%ﬁlO%S %nd conments are incluled in parentheses in the baly

o] e text.

This bulletin produced with assistance of personnel provided thrugh
W.P.Ae
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THE BLACKFOOT

1
THE PLAINS CULTURE

From Texas to Saskatchewan and the Mississippi to the
Rocky Mountains, there stretches a vast sea of prairic, which 1s,
except for climatic variations produced by latitude, rcmarkably
homogeneous geographically, and which supported, in aboriginal
days, enormous herds of buffalo. The buffalo ovcrshadowed all
other species economieally and reacted upon the native popula=-.
tion of the area to produce a very specilaliged culture, the Plains
culture, Map 1 shows the rclation of this culture area to the
habitat of the bison., Although the range of the latter extends
beyond the plains, it will be seen that the Plains culture areca
falls within the geographical limits of the great plains, that 1is,
within the region of the greatest bison herds, "Even those tribes
on the Mississippl River, on the Missouri River, and in the South-
erm part of the area which had adopted a certain amount of horti-
culture were lar.cly organized along the lines of the bison
culture, All these tribes were known as the Plains Indians.

In many respects, however,; the tribes of the northern part
of this area have the most typical Plains culture, for horticul-
turc had not penetrated this far nqrthy The Blackfoot are highkly
charactcristic of the tribes of the upper Missouri-Saskatchewan
basin-- the Assimiboin, Gros ventre, Plains Gree- whose mode of
living and whose arts and industries revolve around bufrfalo hunt-
ing. This grcat depcndence upon a single species of animals, then,
is the central fact of Blackfoot cultur and should be borne in
mind in picturing their relationship to other American Natives,

To say that the Blackfoot, like their othcr: neighbors in the
plains, were primarily bison hunters, is not to say that they have
not many culturc traits in common with Indians of other regions,
Their language, for example, belongs to the Algonkian family, which
is spcken throughout southern Canada from the Paclfic to the
Atlantic and in the upper Mississippi valleye Thelr flint chipping,
fire making, bow and arrow, pipes and tobacco, much of their
clothing, and other material and social traints arc shared by

(I) It is customary in Anthropological usage not to empXy the
plural in speaking of a pcople; thus, Blackfoot, not
Bl.ckfeet, is correct,



mes t Indian tribes, This simply mecans that the Blackfoot pos=-
sessed a simplc, but basically Amcrican Indian culturc before
they becamc specialized for life in the Great Plains,

Those more or less strikin:z and spectacular traits, how-
every, which one sees among the Blackfoot are charactoristic of
the Plainse- tipis, travois, parflechos and innumcrablce other
objects of Buffalo skin, fcather bonnuts, and a host of lesser
material items and a long list of social traints, Despitc the
fact that all Amcri-an Indians are gencrally representcd in the
motlon pictures and elscwherc associatcd with those things, the
fact is that they arc not ordinarily found outside thc Plains.
For this reason, when typical Plains spccimens ar. exhibited in
a museum, they could advantageously bc accompanied by small maps
showing their limitcd distributicn,

Rlackfoot History

Origin of the Blackfoot.

It is entircly futile at tnc precsent time to speculate as
to the origin of the Rlackfoote Physically, hc is most like
Flains tribes though tonding somewhat to res cmble the marginal
pcoples, He 18 ‘o 11 (171,5 cme=5173" -~ Wissler, 1920:143),
roond headed (cephalic 1ndux 80), and has rich cheek bones, a
promincnt nose and a cortqin strongth ad nobleness of countenance
which 1s comspicuous among plains Indians, ( Schultz and Donaldson
givc cxcellent illustrations of Bl ackfoct faces in pictures oppo-
sitc pp.166,218,25C, Wiscler, 1920,r.142, also illustratcs the type.

If nis physical type connects the Blackfoot with the Plains,
his languagc connccts him with the north and east, as he spaks a
branch of the Algonkian stock, Schultz and Donaldson (pel) take
this to imply that he has migratcd from thce cast, erronoously stat-
ing that Algonkian~specaking pcoples occur no farther west, As a
matter of fact, the 1¢ngu ge has a contlnuous distribution to the
Pacific Coast,. :

Culturally, the Elackfoot!s clescst kin arc to the south, al-
though he poscesses many traits linking him with the Plautcauw arca
to thc west and some linking him with £ho north,

Linguistic, cultural ond physical uomparlqonp, howcver, prove
;1tt ¢ as to or:gin of thesc pcople, for any onc or all of these
have come to them by diffusion and so imply noth:ing whatevcer
as to tribal movemunts,

[aw)
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Wisslcr's careful investigation of all available evidence
(1910) shows that there is no reason to ascume that the Black-
foot has not bcen in his présent habitat for many hundreds of
years. Indced, the thoroughncss with vhieh' the Blackfoot has
absorbed the Plains culture shows that he has been in the arca
ea very long time.

Tribal Grouping.

Although the Blsckfoot are fairly homogencous linguistically
and culturally, thcy arc divided into thrcc politically indcpend-
ent groups, the location of whiech about 1800 is sho'n on ap 2.
(Sce Teit, 1930, for their tcstern ncighbors.) The northernmost
division is simply called thc Blackfoot, siksikeauwa or somctimcs
siksika. (Blackfoot p:oplc. In much litureturc, thc Sleckfoot
in gencrel erc listcd as Siksike.) Most authoritics acccept the
Northcern Branch of the Sasiietche.an ¢s their northcrn boundry.
South of them, betrecn Battls River and Bow River worc the Blood,
kzinave, from kei (dried blood or probubly any cffluvium.) The
third division lar 2lons the mecuntzins =#nd extendcd south to
Glecier Park ‘zrnd ves celled the Pi.ron (probstly mecning small or
poorly dress-d robes.) (Wissler, 1911:7; 1¢10) (Teit, 1930:148,
gives the designations of these roups in-si.n languege.)

Authoritics diffcr as-to the southcrn boundry of thc Picgon,
meny, for cexciaple Grinncll (1912) ané MeClintock (1910) bolicving
them to hzve cxtonded vell tomard the Yellowstonc River. Wissler
(1910), =ftcr earcfully cxemining the cerly evidence, plmecs the
Maries River as ticir southern limit in 1800. They crc indicetcd
on iicp 2.

Populstion.

Jecnness (p.324), quoting linckenzi:, cstinctes the ‘number of
Blzckfoot wrorriors in 1701 to have becn ebout 9,000, “hother this
is supposed to represcnt the tot:l population is not elcear.
dieClintock, (1910:5) beli.ves thut the rornlation form.rly numbcrcd
ebout 30,000 to 40,000. Ilooney, (1¢28:13j, in his survey of thc
gboriginal populction of North Amcrier, pliccs thc Blackfeot figurc
for 1780 =t 15,000, It is probsbl: th-t the conscrvrtive cstimate
is more nerrly correct.

1t is curtein that repected ravege:s of srellyox in the noxt
century groctly reduccd the Blrckfoot tribes. In 1858, Barbezu
(p.198) estimatcs the total populrtion to hove becn nbout 7,300,



while Jenness, usiyg Hind's deta, places the figure at 7,600.
By the beginping of the present cegtury, factors izcident to
the coming of the white man had further reduced it by half.
Mooney (1928:13) estimates the population to have been 4,560
in 1907. Uf these, about 2,195 were on the Reservation in
Montana (Handbook of the American Indian, Part 2, p.571).
Jenness in 1930 (p. 224) estimated that there were about 2,200
on the Montana reservation and slightly more in Alberta, while
Barbeau in 1933 (p.198) calculated a total of about 4,600.

Thus, judging from even the most conservative estimates,
the present population does not exceed a quarter of its size
in aboriginal days. Nevertheless , it appears that the BRlack-
foot have been holding their own for the past quarter of a
century.

History of White Contacts.

The identity of the first vhite man to visit the Black-
foot is uncertain. Schultz and Doneldson (1930:2) sugegest that
the Spaniards reached Blackfoot territory, or possibly that
wandering war parties of Bleckfoot contacted them in the South-
west., Although Blackfoot expeditions were rather extensive, it
is unlikely that they roamed that far.

The same authors suggest that Sieur Pierre Gaultier ce
Varennes de la Verendri, who built a trading post at the forks
of the Suskatchewsn in 1739 may heve visited them, or that a
party of ten French Canadians, who, ¢t the instance of Chevalier
de Niverville, ascended one of the branches of the Saskatchewan
river in 1751 to establish trading posts, contacted them.
*hedher credit goes to these men or not, it is certain that fur
traders were the first visitors of importance. Fortunately many
of them have left journals which constitute important source
matsrial on the Blackfoot. '

In 1754, Anthony Hendry of the Hudson's Bay Company visited
the Blackfoot and wrote about them in his Journsl (1754-1755).
In 1772, Matthew Cocking also journeyed to them to induce them to
trade and left a Journal (1772-1773). Soon after Cocking's visit,
the Hudson's Bay Compeny and the Northwest Fur Company established
posts on both branches of the Saskatchewan River. Edwerd Umfre-
ville of the latter Company describes the Blackfoot (1750). The
various tribes which had already been at war with one another
were, however, jealous cf the sale of arms ‘o their enemies, so
that for some time maintzining a gt ras an uncertain and danger-
ous business. In 1£07, for example, a Northwest Company's post
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at Footcnay Plaines was sbandcncd, The tradors eontinucd te im-
plant themeoclves, howsver, Alexander Ienry, Jr., who visited
tiwe Rlweckfoot country in tais conncction, has left thc most
compl .tc¢ 1f somoviint p cjudiccd ~ccount of the Natives in his
Journals,

Toward the middle of the last century cxplorcrs of some
int.llcctual sttrinments and scicntific int.rcst visited the
Blackioot. Of t'.osc, onc of thce most importont wns Maximilian,
Pricc of Wicd Neuwied, who travelled in 1832-4, the ~rtist,
George Ee Catlin, who travelled 1832-1830 .and leoft rccoirds and
illustr-tions (1848,V.I); and Paul Kano, ~nothcr artist, w-o
trovelled in 1845-46 lcft scveral picturcs and on ~ccount (1859),

Th¢ end of the last contury brousht a numbecr of scrious
studints of primitivc 1life to-the Plackfoot, Thc most important
el those were Georse ©ird Grinncll and Dove John MacLoon, both of
whom h~ve loft many imprrtant writings, :

With tw begirning of the prescnt centary, the Blackfoot
reecived many morc, syapathetic investigoiors, "nltor llellintock,
visiting thum first-in 1805; has contributc ' scvoral.v-liunble
works, C,C., Uhlenbceeck g pald speeial atturnizon to tlicir longuage,
Jotie Scimultz hos nuch of intercet tut is sidly 1~cking in anthro-
polegical perspoctive. Th most amport.nt invesiigations, how-
cver, nave been taesu of Clark Wie.lcr, the rcesulte of vhich have
buem publishicd by $h  ‘merican Muscum of Natwial Fistory. As
Wistlor 15 a trainod scicntist and enc of Americle londing .nthro-
pologlsts, his wd kg should b. token ~s ths "innl avthority on the
Blickfoot for he rnnlyzes the Interpruts their culturc with an
objectivity th~t ouc¢ rarely, if chrl finds in mcn not traincd
in thc spocial ficld, ( Sev bibliogrirhy) .,

sfTeect of Whitc Contncts,

&

~ The cirlicst results of thc ~cming of the white man was to

intrcducc lLiorecs to the Blackfoct, Ti::sc probably sprecd to them
before thicy weee first visitecd by whit. men and oaickly became an
indiepunsablce part ol notive lifc. ‘

After the advont of fur tendors the vsunl 1ll-cficets of
raoce imprcts began, teing manifest in nrest and var, but most
scriously in n sorics of smnllpo: cpidemics, The first is s~id
to hive occurrcd in 1731-2 and to hinwe raduccd their population by
half, - (Schultz;llocncy, 1928:12). Cthers followed in 1837-8(Meency,
1926:13), ~nd 1857-8, Mcsles come in 1064 ~nc smnllpox



again in 1869 (Grinncll, 1912:287-8.), =nd 1870-1 (Mooncy,1928:13),

Whiskey sold them in great guantitics botween 1860 =nd 1875
brought its wsu:.l ills, (Grinncll, 1912:288.)

Meanwhile, the introduction of firc arms and wonton slaushtoer
of the bison, largely by the whitc man, hed been scriously rcducing
the herdse The fatal blew to the Rl ckfoot camc in 1883 with the
cxtinction of the last great herd, for with the bison went thelr
livclihood and the heart and soul eof their culturc, This marks
the end of the old order, Th¢ veor 1884 was onc of srcat f-minc
which sup -lcmcntcd the carlicr cpidemics in soriously roducing
the Blackfoot populations (Schultz and Donaldson: Grinncll, 191Z2;
289-£92) ,

- Be iinning with the Treaty of Ft. Laramic, 1851, the Elackfoot
territory was steadily restrictecds, By a scrics of complex treatics,
exccutive acts, and acts of Congress, they relingquished more and
morc land, until by 1€78 they hnd glven up their former territory
md finnlly come to inhabitat their present rcescrvations, of which
there arce thrceo in Albertt andéd once in Mont-na, adjoining Glacicr
National Park. (Roycc,1899:812,864,874,876,830,902,924,

BLACKFONT OULTULE
Hoblitat

"The Blackfoct country probably contained move zame and in
grcatcr varicty than 2any other part of the conont. Thelr was
a 1lmd whosc physicnl choracteristics pronscnitcd sharp contrasts,
There were fare-stretching srassy prairics, affording rich pasturage
for thc btuff~le and the antclepc; rough breazks ond bad lands for
the climbing mountain sheop; wooded buttes, loved by the mule decrs
timbercd river tot oms, wiicre the whitiuetailed deor ond the clk
could trowsc ond hidce; narcew, swompy, valleys for the moose, and
snow=patchcd, glittering pinnneles of rock, ovor which the sure-
feooted whitc go~nt took Mis daliboerate way. The climnt ¢ varied from
arid to humid; thce gome of the prairic, the timber, and the rocks,
found plnces sultcd to their hnbitse Fur-benring animals ~bounded.
Noisy hordcs of wild fowl posscd north and south in their migrations,
and many stopped here to brocdl" (Grinnell, 1912:226.)

It would be dosirablc that the Muscum interrrct the Blackfootts
rclaticn to their enviromment, cspcelally to Glacier National Park,
cecolegically, In order to do tnis, onc should have informitjion en



tnc exact habitat of particul~r bands, the territory normally
covered vy thum in the course of 2 year, the lo:ation of food a:eas,
such as the sites of buffalo drives, comas plots, etc,, the lo-
cation of trailis nnd many othcer features, This informoation is not
2vall~hle ac rresent, Weeks of study of the literature would be
nceess~iry to asscmble the few data available which would still be
insufficicnt, It is doubtful. in foct, whethor such infomation
¢>vld be had cven from the Indians, The mmner, thcrcforc, in
wiich the enviromment contributed to the shaping of Bla ckfoot
culturc must ¢ shovn in 2 more gencral way in other connections,

Politizal 2nd Social Groups

Thc¢ real cconomic and social. unic of the Blackfoot is the
band, These arc groups centering arsand men and their male de-
scendants and others who desiic cspecially to join them, The
band winters toge'her, hunts togcthcr. znd is cntircly cutonomous
oxcept for such spceial oceasicons 2as the Sun Dance or communal
huants where higher authority was institvied.

To a slight degree, the band regulated marriage in thot 1t
tas preferable though not nccessarily cxogamous and patrilocal,
mnr 3 featurc has teen taken by most writcrs to indicatce the
pruacnce of gentes (sibs) among the Bl-ckfoot. These writers,
Lewsye», fail to urderstand the cssential foatyres of a gons
gislom. The ijes cf fescent from o commun ancceceor, kinship-
Lo yotomism apo Jasiarg aeerg the Blockfoet, making it eniilrély
‘necerreey to spcar of inel e groups as gcnts. Band nmcs woere,
ted o the 'vfuw L i major groups, wcsoraptive tewas. A portial
let as ¢k iled by drinnelli and prrescricd by Woessler, follows:

Pjegon RBands,

Solid SMeopane-g, 13; M~ny.medicines
Te ROFTeNNA Ve ogn 14, S ail-Tones
Ce  Waviemo0nls 15, &R, { roand-robes
L. Blelld-pocpliu 15, FEaffialo-cdung
¢ 3Bl-ck-pztthed moccasins 7 Sinrll-crittle-fat
6. Bl cz-d rs 18, Undricd-mcat-in- par
7. Fat ronstcrs %g‘ Long..fighs- »a- {£2lcche
S okuniks <), HWo-»arflcche
9 Shcrp-vriskors 2l. gcldom--lonesome
Q. Ter-.~uters 22, Eariy-Tinishcd-eating
1l, Whitc Freasts, 23. Short-nccks,



Blood banCse

—s Tish=-eaters 5. Many-children
2., Bli.ck-clks 6, Many-lodgc=-poles
5, Lone-~fighters 7. Short-bows.,

4. Hair-shirtse
North Blackfoot Bands,

1. iinny-mcdicincs 4, Biters
#s Black-eliks 5. Skunks
7. Idiars. 6. Bad-guns,

T=is bond organization was not ontirecly fixed, but tcnded
to be 0, The bands kept proetty well scparate in winter, but
in swmncr genorntlly asscmbled under popular lcaders for the Sun
Tance, fur irediag. and hunting, (Wissler, 1911:18.-22,)

wire.a Lands assenbled; they formed a camp ClPClC with the
SRl uw vlwavs east, Tt 19 doubtIul, howcv r, whcthoer they werc
cssigncd any spectal place, cxcept by order of the ILcecader, The
HH R AR cirale sooms to have been used only for th: Sun Dancc and
wWeaver ncvcmonv; (Wisslor, 1041-22), ond is somcwhat less well
A lrclopad than in other parts of the Plainse

The politicol organization of most Amceican Indion tribes
L2 teen hoperussly misuncerstood by white men, virtuvally cvery
jadtvidunl Indicn bcing dvbbed ' chicf, The Blockfoot systom was
28 N llowg: asv band had one or morc head nmoen, whosc pocsition came
feoa pursunzi tualifica wons. Giving of sceial functions and
hoiping t2c noor were most importnt; w~r fime also comicd, Onc
mui was . oofoamnzed os nhtural leador.,  Important men, on confur-
enecu, contirl:led 2ffairs of the sand, kept »neace within the band
and cndanverud to sctilc disputes wetwoon bandse The turm chicf
13 thus rachor meaninglees, for lendership was a variablc and
goneraliy tronciont thing., (ligssl 1, 1911:22-24)

Eich of the-threc unin davisions of the Blackfoot had a
Tarrly &rreitc hend chicf, however, who attained his position
simply by a srewing unaaimiiy on the prrt of the he-d men of the
banlis 13 to 'ho siould hold tlic position, Among the Picgan it was
3¢ that the Fole-roasters bpand hhd mhnaged to hold onto this
LSS es, The.head chicf . governed 2lways by calling the head men
ol ‘h3 bonés into an informal comeil, The renl dUUib . cf the
hend chlcf crme whaen the bands had asscmbled in summcr for nunting,
nd c;pgtiﬁlly for thc Sun Dancce Hec gave orders for mnking and



brcaking camp, and through thc men's organijyed socictics which
~cted as police, prevented individuals from hunting -nd otherwisc
cndanzoring the success of o tribal hunt, (Wisslor, 1911:25-26),
In short, thc chicf scrved only upon those vory few occasions when
lcadership was nccessary,

Matcerial Culturec

The general featurcs of most Blackfoot spccimens corrcspond
with thosc of ncighboring tribes in the Saskatcheowan-Missouri arca,
occasionally showlng ccertnin affiliations in somec typecs of artifacts
with tribes of adjoining arcases Any spccimen, thoercfosc, that may
occur in a collcction of Blackfoot matcrial which is availablc for
cxhibition may be of Blackfoot mamufacturc or might have boon
collccted among the Bl~¢kfoot but originated in some other tribe
and thus actually be more characteristic of th+t tribet's industry.
Conscquently, if a lab’e should c¢ntll attention to an artifact
thought to be pcculiar to the Blackfoot, it should first bc as-
certained that this is actually the cwse by rcference to tribal

Giffcrences cunucrated by Wissler, 1910, ‘It . manifostly would rcquire
too much dbtﬂll to particularize such diffcrences hoere, d though
ccrtain general charactcristics of Blackfoot objocts arcenoteds,

Should artifacts be roproduced in minaturc groups, most of the
important mo"suromcns and othcer featurcs not listed below may be
found in Wisslcr, 1910, and othcr rcfceronces givon,

The Horsce

A conspicuous and indispcnsablce featurc of Blockfoot 1lifc in
reccnt times is the horsce It is wisslert!s contcntion, however,
that tht m2in outlines of the Blackfoot culturc pattern arc erGdy
cstoblishcd beforec the introduction of the horsc which be- belicves
to have occurrcd 2t lcast by 1745 (1915:36=7). He rcgards the
horsc as mcrcly scrving to intcnsify the cx1st1ng modcs of lifc,
making buffalo hunting simpler, nomadism casicr, war a morc sport-
ing affair,

A muscum should make clear, nowcver, thnt the horsc 1is not 2
native Indian animal, for it is gencrally boelieved by the public
that Indians have always had it, Also, if any considcrable part
of a muscum cxhibit showdd chancc to be dovoted to tho ‘horsc, 1t
should be made clcar that the goncral horscecomplex=- saddles,
bridlcs, ctcs, -= werc taken over dircctly from the whitc man
and usod to this doy with few modific-tions.



FPood and Subsistcnce,

Animal foods, Although ‘the Rocky Mountdi ns affordecd de..r, clk,
moosc gnd mountain sheep, while the plains supported herds of
antclope, it must always be kept in mind that the Blackfoot was
¢cssentially a plainsman, utilizing thc bison more than mmything
clsce This is not to sy that he did not supplemcnt his dict with
vogetablo foods. He was, however, somewhat scornful of theme. A map
of North Amcrica showing thc major food arcas of thc Indians vould
bc useful in this conncction, The type is suggestced by the accom-
panying map. (flg.g).

In procuring bison, four mcthods wcrc cmploycd, at lcast one
of which should be 111u tratcd by a2 picturc or 1lifc set in the
mascunm,

(1) Driving over cliffs, This was undoubtedly of grcatcst
importaince beforc the horse was introduced and facilitated the
(surround" (3,bclow), In this mcthod, two wings, usually of small
ncaps of stonc supplcmcented by ien, extended out for as much as two
milcs from the cdge of a cliff, (Therc arc rcmains of such wings
two miles below Mcdicine River- Wissler, 191C-33-38), The bison
were cnticed into, then stampcded through the winzs and plunged
over the cliff, If the 7all did - not kill them, they werc ime
pounded in a small uoerl prcventing cscape and dispatchecd with
clubs or arrows,

(2) Impoundirige This wasialso used beforc the horse, A
corrnl encloscd by a fence of sticks, stones and brush, 6' high,
had wings likc the lastes Men cnticed or drove thom in by firing
the grass and dispatchcd them with arrows,

(3) Surrounds Aftcr the advent of the horse, the most
cxpedicnt method was to ride round ~nd round the hcrd, shooting
them down with the bow, Even aftcr the introduction of firc arms,
the bow was most useful, (Good illustrations of this will be
found in.Catlin, I, pls. 107-108,)

(4) 1Individual stalking of famc was occasionally practised,
but on the wholc, this method was prohibitcd in favor of communal
hunting,

The hunting of bulls was carried on-mainly in the spring; of
cows in thc fall, (wlsslor, 1910-~33-41,50-52, describes mcthods of
hunting. Fig. 8,p.35, givcs the dlaprﬂm of 2 pound with thc wings
gxtending out V-shapcd from a cliff. Schultz ind Donaldson, 'pp.20=
42, and Grinnell 1912:228-235, also zive good descriptions of bison
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hunting.

) Bison hunting involved a good decal of ccremony, such as the
bison-colling ccremony performed by the Beaver Bundlc owners.
[Wisslcer, 1912-2:204-209.)

Anteclope were sccured by a pound, somewhat like th<t used for
tuffalo, being driven bctween the armms of 'a V and around a cormcr,
where they jumped over a fence into a pit. (Wissler,1910-38,51-2;
Grinnell, - 1918 -256.)

Other methods of proeuring game wecre of less importance, Decr
were not only shot with the bow but were cnsnared in nooses hung
on their trails. Birds and weasels woere not used for food, but
were of importance in making ceremonial regolia, These were
caught with small nooscs, %Wissler, 1910-31-39,) Eagles were
caught by enticing thom with bait laid on the cover of a pit,

2 man c§ncoaled below caught them by the legse (Grinnell, 1912:
236=40, -

The dog was never catcn as fodl and was virtually never e-ten
ccremonially. Fishwere of reclatively small importancc, though
therc was no taboo on them., They werc taken by mcans of simple
welrs and traps: A sort of baskctry trap used is, incidentally,
the RBlackfeot!s only attecmpt at basketry.(Wissler, 1910-39-40,
deseribes this and figure 10, shows a baskct,) ' '

Vegetable Foodse The Blackfoot had no cultivated food plants, It
1s suggested that labels in botanical cxhibits indicate the wild
foods used. Thesc arc: '

Scrvice Berries{Amclanchicr alnifolia
or A, oblongifolia

Wild Cherries (Prunus dcmisca)

Bull Berrics (Snepncrdia argentea
or Elaeagnus argentca)

Camas Root (Camaasia csculcnta)

‘Prairie turnip (Psoralca csculcnta)

Wild Rose buds (Rosa Cinnamomea)
Disporam trachycarcum berrics

Cow parsnip (Hcraclecum lanatum)

Wild Potato (CIaytonia ' Lincecolatz)
Smart wced (Polygonum bistortoides)root
Wild onion (ATbium rccurvatum)
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Carolina milk vetch (Astragalus coarolinianum)
root

Bitter Root (Lewisa-rcdiviva)

Wild mint (Mcntha canadensis) in pemmican and
for drinks

Wild turnip (Lithospermum lincarifolium)

Evening primrosc (Mcsceniun divaricatum) root

Most of these are tubers, excepting the berries and mint. The
tubers were dug with the universal digzing stick, The most im-
portant, howevér, was the scrvice berry., %Seo MecClintock, 1910:529-
30 and Wissler, 1910:20-22) '

Methods of gathcring vegetablc foods varied with the spccice,
Berries wcre gathcred in rawhide bags or skins or beaten onto
blankets or robes(such bags will undoubtly be found in any
Blackfoot collcetion), then cmptied into storage bags, after
waich they were sun-dried, then stored in parfleches, Roots,
such as the prairie surnip, wore pceled ond hug to dry or ecten
raw, Most vegetables, howevcr, wcre dried -nd stored. (Wissler,
1910-21-22, dcscribes this,)

The most important vegetable foods werc the camas, prairie
turnips, cherries and wild plums, TUnlike the pcoples, to thc west,
the Blackfoot and other Plains tribes, madé little usc of sceds,
showing a prcfcrence for berries, (Wissler, 1910:42-3) ,

Food Prcparation, Two methods of cokking wcre common, Roasting

wo.s accomplished direcctly over the firc or in a pit filled with
hot stones, then lined with stoncs and brush and finally a fire
built over ite (Wisslcr, 1910:25-26),

Boiling has becen done in metal c¢ontaincrs in recent times,
Evidcence thot pottery was formerly known is conflicting, Occa-
sional rcference to” stone bowls for cooking (e.ge Grinncll, 1912:202)
moy be merely to o semi-mythological talc of stone mortars vhich
were common among tribés to the west and possiblce used to a slight
cxtent by the Biackfoot, There is, however, a possibility that
unfired clay vessels werc used which boeame fired during cooking
(cooking, guoted by Schultz a2nd Donaldson 1,9), Thc occurcncc
of comparablc vessels among adjoining tribes to the east supports
this possibility. Such vessels, howcver, rnust have been rorc ané
would, in 211 probability, not occur in any Blackfoot collcction,
®© that pottcry nced not be considered in 2 Blackfoot exhibit,



Thc¢ museum should, howevcr, bring out the fact that buffalo
skin was uscd in boiling, as this is of considerablc interest and
demonstrates the great dep ndeneé of these pcople upon the buffalo,
It is not definitcly established, though very likely, that this
was at onc time the gencral mcthod, Since mctal containers have
bsen introduccd, thc method has beon used mainly by war partics
who h2ppencd to lack pots and pans, A skin was suspended from
four (or morc) stakcs, and hot rocks liftcd from the firc with sticks
and placec in it, (For det~ils of this mcthod, sce Wissler, 1910:
26~7 and Uhlcnbeek, 1912-a: 25-6, For illustrations, see photos,
Wi:cler, 1910-Pl te 1,)

Pcmmican- This is o famous food and was vepy characteristic of

the BIackfoot, Choicc cuts, preferably of buffalo but also of

decr or clk, wcre driecd, heated unt:l oily 'nd pounded with a stone
aQammer, Eat skimmed with a horn dipper from boiling marrow and

1 pnstc made by grinding cherrics, sc.ds and all, werc added and
mixcd in a trough of buffalo hide ond stirrcd with a woeden spadc.
Tiis was storcd in a parflechc o speeial bazs and eaten without
further cooking, A pound of poumican is said to be the equivalent
of fivc pounds of mcat, (Wissler, 1910-21-4; Grinnell, 1912:205-207).
vhile pulverized meat is common in the north ond west, the addi-
tion of berrics is charnctoristic of the Plains, (Wissler, 1910:44).

Mcat was also dried in flakes and lator roasted, A choice
morscl was uack fat of the bison, depuycr-decpouillc(fr,) Wissler,
1010:25-4,11.2;fige2, for mcat drying racks, sce McClintock, 1910,
nhoto on p. 237).

Further Ethnobotany

The following further utilization of plants is from leClintock,
{1919, pp. 524,531) where additional detaill as to the manncr of using
these plants can be found,

Medicincs

Balsam Fir, Abies lasiocarba=-Poulticcs for fevars and colds also
Swcet Grass, savastana odoratesi~ir tondc and ingense, (porfumes)
Bear grass, Yucca glaucae=nair tonic, breaks ~nd sprrins.

Squaw root, Carum Giirdncri-sorc throat and inilamations,
Tufted primrosc, Pachylobus cacspitosns-sorcs ~nd inflamations,
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Alum root, Heuchcra parvifolia-sorcs and swellings,
Willow lcﬁvcd dock, ®umcd saliciiolius-swellings,
Crow «oo%t, chinuria puncatatai-swellings, stomach ache
Parsnip, LsE_ofnunlﬂ multirida-tonic for wecknesss,
Doublc bladder: pod, Physaria didymocqrpa-sorc throat and cramps,
Rattic wued, ! agallus lagorus--sorc throat,
Wiindflower, " promche. gioboea-Foadache .
mcrican Wh*tu heJIcg?rﬁ Veratrum Speciosum-Headache,
ﬁcd binc berry, ﬁcbueq ar oto -~ coughs and colds,
Whito bane berry "Actoea ohurnea- coughs and colds,
Indiaa hcrcbﬁvn' -~ Fatfes™ cclds,
Sweut sage. Arbtomisia frigida-fever, heartburn.
orszon ‘giave, Berberis acuifoliumsstomach trouble and hemmorrhages.

Norsher vuleriar, val.oriana septentrionalis-stomach ache,
Papcr Loeal alder bﬁ?ﬁE'TbnulfoTIH-scrdTﬁIsc

Hor32> mirt, Monarit Scir7ii - oycwash.

Scus woue, ~L3“ tll}' “CHiTdrents diarrhoca,

leng pauacd nvon3, dhevoerai~ ciliata- oye wash,

¥R 13 nocato. Soldrum SriTiT3Yum= diarrhoec,

Sriver weed, argentina cnsciina- diarrhoca,

“ﬁg s“rﬂ ADO@Inum csnn [Znum=Iaxitive and hair tonioc.
2T e tuﬁgus Polyporus~ purg.tive,

”“'-p lcaved Berrd tonguc, Pentstemon. ncuminatus- crimps and ‘stomach

ache.

mniper. Juniper scopnlorum- stop vomiting

g ‘olant, Grindelia scuarrosa- livoer trouhlc.

au-inrvosia diversifoiia-inaale stecam whilc medicine man doctorts,
sw,rnic. valpina, licnon=headache

Y:ILOW canccr root Thnlesin fasciculago-medicine men chew and blow

Scouring rash, E LSutum*hiomiI’— horsc modiedntd.

ostern swoot ciccly, woshingtonia divarigrta = for colds: nlso

mare onling mcdicine.

Perfumes

Meadow rue, Thalcitrum occident:le- berries,
nlsam fir, ablcs lasiocarpa=- lcaves in basg and hair oil,
Dog fennel, Matricaria matricarioides- blossoms.
sweet grass, Sevastana odorata - in clothing, bqgs, hai rwash and
incense,
Also, cottonwood punk, balsam popl~r lcaves, qnd ringbonc from
horsc!s l.ge
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TIPL

The ccenter of interest in any Blackfoot minature group would
be thce tipi. In some way, it should be made clcar that the tipi
is 51mply a variety of a conical housc built of poles which occurs
from the Plains to the Arctic, Variations of such houses could
be shown on a small distribution map., Thce Plains tribes so designed
it as to make 1t suitable fér migratory lifc and covcered it with
the most available material, buffalo hide, Today it is covcred
with canvas,

In a village group the tipis could be arranged in the form
of a circle with the opening to the east, The Blackfoot, howevcr,
did not have a fixed position for the ¥arious sotial groupings as
did many other Plains tribes, (Wissler, 1911:22-5) and thcer:e is some
doubt that the camp circle qu always used,

The details of the construction of tipis arc too humerous
to give herc but are described by Wissler, (191€-99-108) whcre such
data are given as could be used to rcconstruct one, If a camp
circle were represcnted in minlature, 1t would be highly instruc-
tivé to have one or two tipis’'in process of construction, In this’
way, the four pole foundn wbion, the arrangement of the other poles,

ttcrn of the covcr and intaerior fcﬂtur s could be exhibited
?Hfuu% ¢ 1910, pls 6 md 8y %hoﬁ ~st~ges: 1n?arcct1ng a tipi, and*

fig, 64 ana plmte 7 1nto“ior features,. +Also, McClintock, P.202),

In addition to the tipi, there woere Summcr shelters of a few
poles and cloth and wind breaks. (Wissler, 1910:108,)

Tipli dccorations A ccrtain part of the tipi decoration was more
or less stondardized and may be seen on almost any Blackfoot tipi,
which it scrves to identifye. There.is a blackened arca at the
top with white* discs represcnting the Pleiades (Lost childred

and Jrsa major (Seven Brothers). The bottom has a similar bordcr
with one or two rows of star signs (F-llen stars, star dust, or

" puff Balls" of the prairie), and a row of upward projecting
triangles which represent hllls or mountains, On the rear of the
top of the tipi is o maltese cross, JFor a discussion of this
maltese cross design see Grinnell, 18%8), Thesc designs have no
ritualistic significances,

In addition to thc standard designs, a great varicty of
speclal designs and symbols may be found in the decorative field
between the upper and lower bordcrs, Thcese are tirualistic rather than
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purely ornamental, They are g ncrally an integral part of the
ccremonialism conncctcd with particular medicine bundlcs possessed
by the owners of the tipis,. They arc, thereforc, private property
and may be used only by those ownlng such bundles, (Sece refercnce

to medicine bundles undcr “Rgliaion ) The bundlcs and privilege

of decorating the tipi werc gencrally acquired by purchase, There
arc three kinds of such dccorated tipis, known as (1) the paintcd
tipis, (2) the flag-painted tipis, so called because they usually
have some paraphenalia susponded from a tipi pole, (3) the buffall
paintcd tipi. 1In addition, thcre are a fcw special forms, Some tipis
also bear pictographic reprcsentations of their owners wAr exploiss,
thus irdcorporating a certain amount of tribal pictographic symbolism
and the owner!s medicine bundle symbolism, Such cannot be inter-
prcted howevcr, without recfercnce to the ownerts explonation,

In any museum intcrprctation of tipl decoration it is thercfore
important that the full ekplanation of thc symbols be known, This
could not, of course, a2ll be presonted in labels, but a brief state-
ment of the ‘significqnec of any such decorntion would serve to
give the musecum visitor a glimpsc of the exceedingly misunderstood
Blackfoot rcligion,

kShould any tipis be rcproduccd, designs and explanations of
the same will be found in: Wissler, 1912-bs; 220-241, text and
figures 29-31; McCyintock, 1910.217 220, text ond 1llustr°tlons of
an otter tipl, Grinnell, 1001 toxt ﬁnd illustrations: Grinhel,
1899; McClintock, 1923% 200 toxt and illustratiof for Thundcr tibi.
of tnese, Wisslor is beste )

For the colors used in tipi decoration and for a number of
excellent. illustrations of. tlpls sec McClintock (1910- 207=224) o
He gives thé colors as: red, a burned ycllow clay from the Marias.
riv r; bacl, charcoal; groen, dried scmm from a large lakej
ycllow, from Yellowstone river, also buffalé gall, (Grinnell 1901
and 1899) a2l so describes the cclors of designs. ’ -

If a cqmp circle should be rcprcsonted, only a portion of
the tipis should b ar medicinc bundle decorqtlons or war picto=
graphs, MéClintock rcports that of 350 tipis at a Sun Dance
encampment, only 10% had spceial ‘decorations, (1910: 217-220.)
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ARTICLES OF HIDE

- Exhibits*should in some manncr forcibly illustrate the fact
that sincc hidc, espccially from the biscn, was relatively casy
to gct, the quckfoot like theilr neighbors: in the Plains, uscd
hidec thrb other trlbes uscd pottery or basketry.

Prcparation of Hides. The great importance of -hide could be
11l strateéd first or 211 w1th miniaturc figures in o camp group
prouparing a bison skine. A newly flayed hide would be scen stiked
out on the ground. A woman would be working on the underside,
which 1s turned up, fleshing it with a fleshing tool, made of a
andle of bonc with o scrrate, chiscl=-like end, (Wissler, 1910-66,
fige 34, ple 1; McClintock, 1910, illus, on p. 230), Or = woman
would be scen scraping the dried hide to ceven thickness with an
adze, mide of a handle with o curved end to which is affixed an
iron (Formcrly probably stone) blade. (Wissler, 1910, pl III shows
this stage). The adze is very ch racteristic of the bison hunting
tribes, (Wisslcr, 1910:65-66,67-68, fig. 33,)

- The hair 4s rcmoved with A stone scraper or by beating with
a stone, The hide is now rcady to be made into articles of raw-
hide,

Bags of rawhide of vorious shapcs and sizes arc 2also very
charaeteristic of the BPlackfoot and their bison-hunting ncighbors,
thc most famous is. the pavfleche, the plains Indian suit-casc, This
is made of onec piece, foldcd so as to cnclose food, usunlly pems
mican, and is well adapnted to nomadic lifc, the pecculiaritics of
cut and paintcd dceign scrve somewhat to distinguish the tribes,
(For this, scc Wissler, 1910:79-82, figs 46-47, which givc good

illustrations of the cuts,)

Oother articles of rawhide arc bags made of one piccc, folded

and bound along the edge, usually with blue cloth, having a flap
ovoer the opening and provided with long thongs. Some open on the
long sido, some on the short, Most arc paintcd; when paintcd, the

sign is geometric, These arc generally usced by women to carry
drc531ng tools, sewing implceménts, ctc., and would normally 2accompany
any _roup showing women cngaged in industrial pursiuts., They wcre
sométimes used also in gathering berrics, and occasionally used
for ccremonial objecctse (Wissler, 1910:76-77. Wissler, 1910:40-41
illustrates varlations in this typo.)

The long, cylindricol bag of rawhide was used largely by men

L7



to preserve ceremonial objects, and would .be seen in the back of
the tipi where such objects are kept. These are 50 to 58 cm.
long of one piece except for top and bottom, are provided with a
very long fringe, and are painted. (Wissler, 1910:78. This is
illustrated in Wissler 1910: fig. 43.)

Articles of tanned hide were prepared by rubbing into the
skin a compound of brains, fat, and sometimes liver, with a
stone, then saturating with warm water and rolling up for several
days. (See Wissler, 1910: pl. 3, and McClintock, 1910, illus.
on p. &3l for this stage.) This method is nearly universal among
American Indians. The subsequent graining by rubbing with a sharp-
edged stone is also common. (See Wissler, pl. 5.) The softening
of the hide by drawing it through a loop of twisted cord, is how-
ever, more characteristic of the bison hunters and should be illus-
trated in preference to the other method. (Wissler, 1910: 63-65,
70 pl. 5 ‘shows this.) A THIS treatment was accorded skins whether
the fur was or was not to be left on. Deer skins received the
same treatment except that the hair was removed with a beaming
tool made of sharp rib. Buckskins were also stretched on a frame
and smoked over a fire of rotten wood or sage, imparting a tannish
color, a treatment common among the tribes of the north: (Wissler,
1910:63-5)

TannedAhide and fur was used for a great variety of containers
which. one would normally see about a Blackfoot camp.

The more characteristic of these are:

. Pipe bags, 70 to 100cm. long, with fringed bottoms, and the
tops usually,possessing four ear-like flaps, and a band of quill
decoration around the bottom. (Wissler, 1910:71-72. One of these
is illustrated in Wissler, fig. 35.) The contents of a pipe bag
are. tobacco, pipe bowl, pipe stem, stokers and lighting imple-
ments.

‘Tobacco pouch: a seamless whole skin of a young mammal or
bird. (“issler, 1910:72)

Paint bags: resemble pipe bags are smaller. (Wissler, 1910:73)
Small toilet Bags: carried by young men. (Wissler, 1910;75)

Strike-a-light bag: (Wissler, 1910:75)
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Knifc casecse {Wissler, 1910:76)

Onc might also find a collcction a bag made of the foot of
an antclope with the dew claws still attached and a double-bag
made of undecorated buffalo hide, usced by women for carryinrg. The
latter is unique 2mong the Blackfoot, (Wissler, 1910:74)

OTH:IR ARTICLES AND UTENSILS.

The Biackfoot entirecly lacked what could properly be called
boskctrys. It is cxtremelyprobable that they 2lso lacked pottery.

By the firc or insidec the tipi onc would sco bowls madc of
aspen or poplar knots, or possibly made of two plcces of buffalo
horn scwed together, uQCh providcd with a thonge. These arc rare
not but might occur in old collections. (Wissler, 1910:28), Spoons
with long handles and large  ladlces, usually lacking handles among
the Bloackfoot, wo:ld bc made of wood, or buffalo or ram horn, or-
possibly of bonece. (Wissler, 1910: °8 2 Thesc arc illustrated by
Wisslor, 1910: figse 3 and 4.) Thosc, qs wcll as bowls, are Tairly
common throughout North imerica,. Lrlnﬂlng cups weie sometimes made
of ornmmentced brson horn, (.isslcr: 1910:30), Water bags werc made
of paurch or bladder and watcr buckets of a paunch sewcd with
wcoden hoopss The construction of thewe is cxplained by Wiselcer,
(1910:30), Thesc arc common on the plains,

Iron knives, of coursc arc post-Caucasian, The native knife
was chipred fllnt but the shape is unccrtain., For some purposcs
howecver, a shqrpcncd rib with - hidc-wrappcd handle secms to have
been uscde  (Wissler, 1910:31)., Wissler has illustrated one of-
thesc, (1910:fig.6.)

Onc of the most characteristic implcments in any domestic

group would bc thc stone hommer, This was a round stone, cncircled
Dy o groove, around whichewas wrappcd the woeden handle. The whole,
cxcepting the pounding facc, inﬂlucing the handle, was covered with
rawhide’ oand a thong &tt“Chbd to th¢ cnd of the handle. These are
described in dotnil by ‘issler and illustratced. (Wissleor, -1910:21-22
31l; fig, 1. )} They were.uscd for pounding pemmican, driving stakes
breaking boncs for the marrow, ctc, '

There wer but few other distinctive or charactcecristic types
of implemcnts, Drilling, as for pipcs, was probably accomplished in
aboriginal days by rotating an arrow betwecn the hands, of ir wood,



by durning the hole out, (Wisslcr, 191 :84)..

Firc was probably made by the simple drill friction mcothod
in aboriginal timcs, the bow and pump drills being unknown,
(Grinncll 1912:141, gives a myth refercnce to thls YWith the
advent of the whlto man, thc¢ strike-a-light or fline-and-stecl
come into use, Cocking, however, as quoted by Schultz and Donald-
son, pe 10, s2ys they used flint and orc for stecl, Fungus was
usod as tincr, Fommecrly fire was carried in a bison horn when

ravcling, . (Wiceler, 1910-32, Grinnell, 1912:200-201,) Getting
IlPOWO d, prcbably something of a problcm befo ¢ the introdutcion
of the shccl axe, was done by women who throw ropc or hooked a
rope bctwe n the ends of two long polcs over dcad limbs of trecs,
(Wisslcr, 1910:32-38), Buffalo chips-werc ~lso used as fucl,

DRESS

Any portrayal of Blackfoot men in a complete statc of un-
dress would probably not be entir 1y wronge The usual men'!s dress,
however, was as follows,« Thc shirt was made of two dcer or antc-
lope skins, cpbt nnd scwed togethc?, and ornamentcd with quills,
weasel fur, (sce under "fetishes"), tasscls and paint in a manncr
chqrﬂcterlstlc of the Blackfoot. .’ detailcd doscrlptlon of several
shirts that could be used for modcls or roproduutJons is given by
Wissler (1910:118-122; olso fig, 71-2), It might be pointcd out that
the morc or less tailorcd shirt is not 2 gencral characteristic
of the merican Ipdian, But a trait of northern origin, not being
found in aboriginal Amcrica south of the Plains,

Mgn's lcgginge wore the ocguivalent of separate pant legs,
each hung fro. tic bclte (Sce Wissler, 1910:122-3, for description
of this, 2lso fig.. 73.) ,

Buffalo robes, dccoratcd inside with pictographs of war
explolts and haoving 2 transverse band of qu17ls, were worn summer
and wintcr,. (Jlgsler, 1910:123-4,)

Scwing was accomplished in native times By mcans of a bone
awl, which was kept in 2 decorated leathcr case, (Wissler, 1910:53,
74-75 fig.38 shows such a casc.) Four types of stitch werc om-
ployed according to what was to be sewed, These arc given diagram-
matically and explained by Jlsslcr, (1910:53-4, figlll),

Tnuro is somc doubt 2s to whethcr the brecch clout, of some



soft skin, was aboriginal among the Blackfoot. It is certain,
Lowever, that it vas worn in morc recent time. (Wissler, 1910:
118-23.)

Moccasins were of two types. The older sceus to hove been
made of one picce and conscquently was soft soled. This typc is
related to northern and ecstern forms. The other, more typically
Pleins, is hard soled, having a scperate sole of rawhidc (parflcches
and bags werc frequently cut up for this purpose.) Wissler has
described these in detail (1910:128-30) ond given illustrations and
dizgrams that arc sufficicnt for models or diagnoscs (figs. 78-80.)
The soft-solecd, onc picce type has becen uscd for winter wear; the
hard soled for surmmer. The material is buffalo hide (with hair
inside for winter) or clkskin. (Ibid.) Thcre is no distinguishable
differencc betwocen monts and women's moccasins. The designs do not
serve well to distinguish the Blackfoot from other Plains Tribes.
(Wissler, 1927.)

Head dress was varieble, It included: caps madc of animal or
bird skins; a hood of cowhide with horns affixcd and covered with
weasel skin and humen hair joined with gum end hanging behind.

" Fcother hcad-dresses were of less importance to the Blackfoot than
other Plains Tribes, the cagle feather being sccondary to the weasel
skin. Most head-dresses werc fetishes and thercfore could not be worn
by everyone. (Sec under "Religion." Wissler, 1910:124, Grinnell,
1912:196.) Various mecthods of brushing, braiding and lcngthening

the hair are described by Wissler, (1910:131.) The man's forechecd
lock hanging to the nose scoeas to have vecn characteristic, (Catlin I,
pl. 11, gives e good illustrction of this.) and artificially length-
ened hair wes cherisied. Gogd illustrations of hcir drcessing may be
scen in Schultz and Donaldson, (1930: platss oppisite pp. 40, 124, 166,
250.) Conmbs were not uscd but brushes of porcupine tails and horsc
hair are figured by Wissler, 1910:131-32.) A variety of heir and neck
ornauents, ranging from mcre dccorations to amuléts were used. (Wissler
1910:132.)

Bodily scarification and :wtilation vres scldom, if cver, practisecd.
Tattooing was rore and only occasionally were ecrrings uscd. (Wissler,
1910:132-33.) Body paints included ¢ great variety, of which red wes
the nost important. These, as listed by Wissler, 1610;173) arc:

Yelliow earth

Buffelo yellow (buffalo gall stones)
Red carth (burned ycllow ccrth)

Red carth (as found)
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Rock peint ( 2 yellowish red)

uuny-thcu-b‘ked—pglnt (yellow curth nade red
by cxposure to thc sun)

Red mony-times-baked ( o similar red, cs found)

A peculiar, ghastly red-purplec

Bluec ( = dark blue mud)

Thite carth ( as found)

Elack ( charcocl)

These were kept  in point pouches with tallow, claom shells for mix-
irg, and pointed sticks mcde of wedge shope buffalo leg or toe boncs
for Lno;ylLu. Knifc shoped boncs with rounded points were used for
troeing designs on articles. These bones were heated in o fire before
trocing. (Ulssler, 1910:134-35,)

A fully dressed man, then, vould have shirt, leggings, mocensins,
his heir dresscd in vorious weys and o cop of various sorts. His foce
might o1 night not be tattooed, but would certainly hove some point.,

He would nlso woar o buffzlo skin robe, with his right shoulder ond
orm exposcd. If it werc o cercmoninl OCC'S;OH, he would be decked with
further puinv, possibly fecthers, more wooscl skin ornaments, and vor-
icus charms ond insiguia. It is incorrect to supposc that we%scl skin
oraarients were. limited to chicfs.

Women wore long drcessce of clk, decr or antelope skin which fell

_to between ankles and knces. The cut cnd monner of sowing ard oracment-
ing thesec is clso dPSCleCd by “lissler with dizgrqiis znd illustra tions
(1910:125-27, figs. 75-76. Also Cotlin, I, pl. 17). The dress would
probcbly be gothered ot the wwist with = brecd lecther belt, decorated
foracrly with brass buttons (fissler, 1910:127-28.) ilen 2lso wore belts,
though less often than wouen. “.ncn's moceasins were like men's but
their leggins recched from the top of the moccasin only to the knce.
(viissler, 1910:127, fig. 77.) ‘lomen wero far less careful cbout their
heir then men. (Sece illustrotion in Cotlin pl. 13.) Girls and matrons
yore it in two braids. 034 women let it hang loose, sonactimes confined
by ¢ bond cbout the forchead. (Vissler 1910:130.) cint wes freg-
ucntly daubcd on the hair, ond when partod, the pert paintced vermillion.
Like the men, they also added trinkcts to it.

CRADLES

A nunber of cradlcs would be scen arcund cny Blockfoot village.
They would also be sccn upon vomen's backs vhien troveling. Thesc werc
riade of lurge, uworce or less oval, picees of boord, covercd with tanned
hidc. ' .



The infant lay in a fur-lincd pocket bracecd
with stiff rawhide. For one of these, secc Wissler (1910:87-88,
fig.55) who zivcs a somewhat inadequ-te descrpiton of cradlcs,
Lone lancc, (p.186) has an exccllent photo of a Bloed cradlc.

MUST C..L INSTRUMENTS

Drums werc ot two kinds,. Thosc used for thc Sun Dance are
made in rcecent yerrs of a wash tub (formcrly), probably of a
section of trcec trunk) with a skin stretched across each ende This
is widcly distributed in imcrica., The othcer is a.tambourinc, mnde
by stretching skin over onec side¢ of a borad hoor of wood nnd frst=-
ening it w1th crossed cords on the oppositc sidce Wissler (1910:
84-85) describos this, and (fig.52) illustrates a tambourinc ~nd
sticke,

Rattles voaricd according to the social-ccremonial group which
used them, being in large mcasurc a part of ccremonial regalia,
Cne kind was formed by flliinw wet rawhide with sand, then drying,
removing the sand and affix1ng 2 wooden hondlc, mﬂklng a bulbous -
form. Thec ring-shaped rawhide rattlec was usod by some men's so-
cieties., (Wisslcr, 1010:85-86, and fig., 53.) Othcr socleties tied
buffalo or decr hoofs to a stock (Wgsslor, 1912:b:186.)

The flagcolet was less common than nmong othoL plains tribes,
one spccimen described by Wiscler has four holes (1910: ©6), This
was not uscd for courting as elsewhcre in the Plains, {(Wisslcr, 1011:
O.) The single-holcd whistlc was also uscd, as in the Sun Dance,
(Wisslcr, 1910:fig.54.)

TR.VSPORTL.TION

This is an important subject in any Bl ~ckfoot exhibit,vbecauso
the Blackfoot were an cs sentially niigratory pcople,

The charact ristic modc of transpor¥~ion of the Northcrn
Plains tribes including the Blackfoot was hy means of the travois,
There is 1little doubt, though dcfinitc cvidence is lacking, that
beforec they came lPtO posscssion of the horsc, this was done by
means of dogs as it was later among some othcr tribes,

The basic idea is two poles lashed togethcr ot oné end and
placed over the back of the animal, The oppositc cnds, diverging.



like a V, drag on thc ground, while midway arc crosscd picces or
a fr me for carrying the load, Detailed diffcrcnces betwcen the
dog and horse travoils arc illustrated by Wissler so that recon-
structions could be madec (1910:88-92, fig. 55), It is probable
that beforge the horsc, even children could be trnnsported on the
dog travois. The horsc facilitated this type of transportation
in that the travois could be larger, Since fiftecen fect was the
maximum pole length for dogs, the horse pemitted tranportation
of longcr poles, hencc use of larger tipis, feee photo of horse
travios, Wissler, 1910:pl, 8: also, McClintock, 1912:192-6,229;
also, Schultz, 1916:p.42.)

Riding gcar included two kinds of saddles, One was simply
a pad of buffalo hide with the hair lcft on. The other was 2
frame covered with rawhide. These diffcered slightly for mcn and
for women. Wisslcer (1910:92-4) gives rather unsatisfactory dés-
criptions of thise and onc iilustration (fig.57). Wissler
{1915-b) contains a bcetter description and an illustr-tion (fig.
6)e Crunpcers werc 2lso uscd, one being illustratcd by Wissler
(1910:f1ip.58) , : -

Saddle blanketswre.simply pieces of huffalo robe, The
bridlecs werc formerly of buffalo hidce rope, uscd as a thong or
braided, or were of nir, human hair somectimes bLeing used.
(W1ssler, 1910:95) « These were looped around the Horse's jaw in
a variety of ways, (Wisslcr (1910:96=7) describes dctails of
this, Quirts with handlcs of wood or ¢lk horn wcrc also uscd.
Wissler, 1910:96, For a typical quirt, sce Wissler, 1915-Db
fig. 231. Wisslcer, 1915, Fig, 15, gives a good illustration of
o Cruppors)

‘Snowshoes wercmt in general use except among the northern-
most bands, whilc sleds wecre unknown, Tho only apprcoach to sleds
werc stiff hides or buffale "hoss ribs", which children uscd in
cosstlng or which werc used to drap cripples apout camps,
(Wissler, 1910:97.)

For watcr tranrort-tion, thc Bl- ckfoot had no canocs, nor
did they use the bull boat so common among other tribes, (Wiss-
ler, 1910-87; 5rinnell, 1912:203; Hendry, as quoted by Schultz,
1930), Instcad, when crossing deepr watcr, they dished their
tipi covers into large rafts, supcorted by sticks, placced chil-
dren, aged pcoplc and goods upon thcem, and the younger people
swam, towing th.m by tcthers, War parties made crudec rafts of
brush or logg which they towed while swimming., (Wissler, 1910:87.)

Back packing has gonc out of usc sire the horse has rcplaccd



travel on foot. Women bringing in fire wood carried it on the
back with a line, the tumpline being uncommon, (Wissler,1910:87.,)

Cachecs wecre of soncid.r-blc importance to so nomadic a
peoples These were rock=lined holcs for objects and bags and
parfleches, with food tied to trecs, or stored in safe places near
trailse (Wisslor, 1910-37-98,)

HUNTING ..ND W..R P.R.PHEN..LIA

. ¢ While a case devoted especially to implcements of hunting
and war would not particularly contribute the central themc of
2 well 1aid Black exhibit, thecre might be circumstances undcer -
which it would bc cxpedicnt to have such 2 case. Some sort of
miniature group or model would, of coursc, be prcfcrabley; 'In any
event, the following paraphenalia would be included:

Bow, arrows and quivcres The bow, if of Bl~ ckfoot manufacture,
wo1ld probably be of ash, sinew-backed, painted, about 105cm. long,
equippc: with a string of sincw, wrappcd with rawhide at the grip,
and having something of o double-curvc, Modern bows are generally
sclf bows of willow, c..oke-cherry or hagel. .. compound bow, prob-
ably of western (Plauteu) -origin, might occur in-a Blackfoot
collections Further details and illustrations may be found in
Wissler (1910:155-162, fig.101l) and Catlin (1, plate 18), The arrow
would be  singlc shaft, without a foreshaft, of scrvice berryor
willow, 55 to 58 cm, long, equippcd with thrcc hawk feathters, a
band of paint under the notch and a point of bone, stonc or iron.
(Wi ler, 157-8 and Catlin, I, plate 18.) The quiver would be com-
bined with a long bow-casc, and would be of ottcr or cougar hide,
ornamcntced with bead work and provided with stmaps and pendants of
fur.) (For detaisl, Sec Wissler, 1910:157-8, fige 101t also Catlin
LyB2) e

Implemoents in the manufacture of bows and arrows would include
grooved arrow polishcrs; a hole in a picce of "boss" rib for
straightening and perhaps a spoke shave constructed of a piece of
stone set Iin the middle of a stock of wood: an unhafted flake of
stone for scraping; and a hole in a bone with projccting spurs for
longitudinally grooving the shaft, (Wissler, 1010: 83-84),

4 man shown shoating the bow would use thec tertiary rcliese,

Other weapons are: thc lamce, which howcver, has been uscd
only ccremonially in recent simes, so that any specimens in collect-
ions are likely to be cercmoninl, i.c., carricd by mcmbers of war



socictics, Thc combined bow-lance, i.c., 2 bow with a2 lancc head
on one end wae not uscd by the Blackfoot, (Wissler, 1910:162,)

Shiclds werc of buffalo hidc, (Grinncli, 1912:227 soys ncck

skin) about 49 cm. in diamcter, cdighecd 2bout-8 em,., painted and
decorated with feathers on thc dlthd sidec, and provided with buck-
skin covcrs, (Wissler, 1910:162-63,) " The symbolism in thosc docora-
tions connot be given; cach spccimen hns its own intcrpretatim
and it is 1mport mt not to attept to intcrpret such designs ac=-
cording to prcconccived notionse. The protcctive value of shiclds
lay in their symbolism, rcpresenting supcrnatural guqrdl“n spirits,
(Sce Wissler 1912-b:117-125 ~nd figs., 13 to 18, for « scrics of
shields w1th the cxplanation of -the symbollsm.)

Armor was not used, but buckskin shirts of two or morc thick-
ncsses may have been used . aghinst stong and‘’bonc points, (Wissler,
1910:163.)

Slubs wcre- simple cudgels, the p01nted club ax=shapcd clubs
(1like th-t flmurcd by Ma x1niliﬂn, 179)4 and the ball club, which
consisted of 2 stone scwed up- in skin,” the skin passing up over the
nandle, (Scc 1llus, 7isslor, 1910: 645 The ,blackfoot uscd no double-
pointcd stone clubs, %Wis:lor, 1910:163-64)

GMiS

A large variety of gamcs was employcd, some being for adults:
others .e¢ing for childrent's toys,

Children's games and Toys. Boys played stealing horsesy using bison
foot oonecs for horses, They also uscd the bBull roarcr, Tops were

nade of scctions of birch 21 to 16 em, long nnd 8 to 12 cm; in dia~
mcter, variously decoratcc by romov1ng strips of bark and othcrwises
These are thrown over soft snow with Tour loash buckskin whips on
wooden kandlese (Wissler, 1911:54, fig. 8 illustratcs tops, also Culin
1907:734,) .ih e:s-shape, watcer-worn pcbble was spun on ice with a
whip having many lashcs of bark, (Wissler, 1911:54-55, fig,9-10
illustrete top and lash.) Boys shot arrows, somctimes specially mnde,
at grass targects consisting of a small bundle of grasss Bows, arrows
and ‘targct arc described and 1llustrﬂtbd in Wissler(1911:55y flg.;lé
Boys also compcted in casting "arrows" plain sticks mbout 80 cmg .
long, for distancc, TbOJ”iin cast darts, mndc of a stick 90 cm.
long, sharpened at one end, quartcrcd at the other, at the first

dart cast, (Wiscler, 1911:56, fig., 12 for dart,)
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. hoope~and=-polc game was playcd by young and old people.
The hqop was rollecd on the ground, genurally over a spccial crousc,
gnd the arrows cast ot it, The hoop was bout 41 cm, in ‘diamcter,
and the darts wcerc 51mp1y pointcd sticks about 80 cm., long. This
is described and o hoop shown, Wis:ler, (1911:57, fig.13.) Grinncll
(1912:183) describes the hoop as a five spoked wheol four inches
in diamcter, and the pole ~s an arrow, (Culin (1907:443<4)
describes ane as an cight spoked whecel, three inches in diametcer,
buckskin cov.red, with wirc-covered ﬂnd beaded spokes, and illtus-
trotes it (fig.577, P.444,) Hg describes another as h“Vlng six
spokes 2nd ~nother as havin five, Arvows werc . thrown ~t it,. s
this gamc is very common in westcrn .merica,; a distribution map
could well accompany an cxhibition of it.

Shinny-was playced by all, the Implements being a stick about
90 cm long with a slighit curve at thc end and a ball, about the
size of a Dascball, stuffed with hair and covercd with skin., it
was played on a ;ong course, the ball beinz thrown over opposite
goal lincs. (Sec Wisslor, 1911-58 for description and fig. 14 for
illustpation of stock.,) ‘

Othur gomes included wrestling, kicking, swirmming, etc,

Ganbling gnm.s, These were games played by adults for stakcs,.

The hand gnme is probqbly the most widcly spread and poplar
of “merixan Indian gamecs in ‘the western half of North .merica, and
it is certnin that come of its paraphenalia will find its.way :nto
my collectione. Like all othcr tribes, the Bl-ckfoot uscd four
sticks, of bone or wood, each about the diameter of 2 pcncial and
7 cm. ’onv two of w41ch were wrappced atout ﬁholr centers, The Players
usuclly men, formecd two 'sides, usually onc 5001ety agninst another,
gael rcce1v1nv six countcrs, plain sticks about 38 cm. long, stuck
in the ground. Thc hand game sticks werc held in the hands of two
members of onc side while the otheur gucssed the whercabouts of them,
They won the stocks for correct guesses, lost counters for incorrect
guesses, Mcanwhile, thcerc was singing and druming., Large amounts
of propcrty wcre bet, Women used threc counters, (Wlssler 1911:59
603 Grinnell, 1912:184; and Culin, 1907:269, 276, 305, 317. 5 Tre
latter say men uscd ten counters,

The four stick gﬂmo, or dice, generally played by a couple of
women, rcquircd four bones about 18 cm,, long, morc or less flat; 2ll
having onc sidc blank, two h~ving onc dcsign on the othor side
called "twos™, the other two ha wving wavy lines cnllcd "snakes",
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These werc cast upon the grouvnd or on a blanket and counted ac-
acording to the sides which turned up, Twelve counters were
played for. (Wissler, 1911:60-61, describes the play and fig.l5
shows a set of bones with their markings, Culin 1907:56-58; figs,
27-28-30, shows playing boncs; fig. 29 nshows counting sticks.)

Othcr games common among many western tribes arc denied the
Blackfoot by Wissler(1911l:61-62), Thesec are plum stone or button
dicec, moccasin game, hoop game, 102 stick game, cup~and=-ball, ~snow
snake, icc-gliders, and winged hones,

Sanoking and PBobacco

The Blackfoot pipe was gencrally of a dark, grecnish stonc

foud in Blackfoot territory. The stcm, up to 65 cm. long, was

of 2sh or other hardwocd, sclccted in the round and burncd out with
hot wirc, then wrappcd and variously dccorated. The hcad formed

an clbow with the stem in contract to the tubular pire of the
western states. Some pipe bowls were inlaid with lcade (Wiscler,
1910:82-83, figs. 48-50 give illustrations of typical pipecs.)

Tobacco growing was entirely ritualistic, being carricd on in
connection with the Bcaver Bundle ccromonies (Secc below) WlSSlOP,
1912-b:200-204, describes this in de*ails ) The species used is
Nicotiana quadrivalvis, which is common in thc¢ northwest, Kinne-
kinick or larb (arctostaphylus uva ursi)and big larb (chimaphila
umbellata) lcaves were also used for smaking, (McClintock, 1910:528.)

Smoking was used for a vrricty of purposes. Socially, 2 host
1it his pipe and pascsed it from timc to timec to his visitor, It
was also used to seal en o~th or contract, Only in this respect
can it be said to rclate to the ma tter of making peacce (Sce Wissler
1912-b;168; also Grinnell, 1912-187-88)., Otherwisec, the calumet
cercmony was unknown to the Blackfoot, so that the 1ldea tcnaciously
held by thc white man that thcse peoplp "smoked the pipe of pcace"
must be disc:rded. The use of medicine pipe in ritunls is an cntirc-
ly differcnt mattcecr, falling strictly into the catcgory of rcligion,
and is conscquently trcatcd bclow,

Pacsing the pipc, done primarily in the tipl, in connection

with rituals, follows the sun, that is, is clockwisc, (Wistler, 1012
b:248: also, Grinncll, 1912:183:187-88,
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O RVAMENTATION

Many specimens in any collection are certain to have deco-
rations of one kind or anothcr, In gcneral, two stylcs of deco-
ration are rccogniged: (1) gecometric designs or oécasionally floral
designs painted on ba:s., parflcchcs and the like, or cmbroidcred
with quills or beads, on bags, clothing, etc, In gencral, these
were applied by women to articles which they manufacturod. (2)
Pictographic Gecoration applicd to buffalo robds, tipl exteriors
and tipl back=walls., Thesc are intimatcly connectcd with thc sys-
tem of war honors and represcnt rcolistically and semi-roallstlcﬂl-
ly, the valorous decds of thc owncrs of these objcctse

(1) The points employcd on various articles includec some of
those listed undcr body paints, al though the 1list of these is not
clear, For dycing quills, Wissilcr, quoting Maximillian, lists:
ycllow, from lemon colored moss growing on firs in the Rocky
Mountains: (McClintock 1910:527, :ivés this as a lichen, Evernia
vulpinn); red, from some root: 11ter guills of the purcupine and
Teather shafts were boilcd with brlgqtly colored cloth bought from
the whitec man, The garish brilliance of 'modern quill work is
generally due to analine dycs, (Wissler, 1010:85-62,) Therc werc
many tcechniques by which quills wcrc applicd. Tizese arc too de=
tailed to present hcrc, but are clearly c xplained with diagrams,
by Wissler, (1910:55- 62,'flbu. 14~ 51), Wooden and bone pencils for
applyimg paint werc explainced under oody paint",

(2) Pictographic decoration, This can be worked into a museum
exhi»it in scveral ways, First, it provides an admirable mcans of
explaining a thing lying otherwisc outside the rcalm of matcrial
culturc, The sustcm of war honors, connccted with attitude to=-
ward war as a gamce prevelent among Plains tribes, can be explained
clsewhcre, Herc it may be pointcd out that sy individual set of
pictographs has its own cxplanatnons. \ff“Q"’er, 1911:36-44, cxplaineg
a scries illustrated by him, fizs, 1-7, Sc also, Schultz and
Donaldson, pp. 244-249 ond 171ugtrqtlon. ochultz, 1916:110, gives
m excellent photo of an Indian painting onc of theosc.) Second,
these pictographs corrcspond closcly with what was undoubtedly the
first stage in the development of writing, containing not only
pictograms but many convention al symbols and occasional idcagrams,
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_CHRONOLOGICAL RECKONING

Tiue of the day was noted by the sun; of the night by the
position of "Seven Sturs”, Urswa wujor. The year was reckoned on
a basis of *wo halves, within which moons were counted, some
cleiming (piobubly according to the ceremonial numker scven) a
total of fourteen moons. Some claimed twenty-six days, others
thirty days to & moon. Winter began abcut October. The names
of successive moons were largely a matter of individual prefsrence.
The medicine men showing the most interest in such matters. One
man, for instance, gave th: following;

Winter loons Sunwser Moons
1. Bepinuiing wiater moon Bec,;inninb SUImer moon
§° Jind Moon . : Fzo, lMoon
3. Cold Moon Thunder kocn
4. Two-big Sunday mocn Big-Sunday Moon

(Xiws holiday-our-calendar) (4t of July-our calendar)

S. Chaingcable Foon Beiry Moon
6. Uucertaia Moon CLokecherry moon

7. Geese Moon

Othexr pcople used other names. Soms uscd sticks to keep track of
time. (wiscslcer, 1911:44-46) This system is slightly less advanced
then that of the Southwestern Tribes whc used a truc solsticial
system, and much less advanced than the Middle American Pcoples

who used solar, lunar, and other counts, knowing the szact length
of the ycar.

The passage of vears vwes generally remembered by an outstanding
event, although the event rcmembered wss a matter of individual
interest. (Wissler, 1911:45-5C.)

SOCIALCUSTQMS AND RELIGION

LIFE CYCLE

Birth and Cuildhood.

Birth customs are of no great interest. The mother is attended
by medicine women and must not be approached by men for fear of bad
luck.
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Children are taught the conventions of Blackfoot behavior
girls havé domestic virtues drilled into them, boys werc taught
braveness, self-control, helpfulness, There were no pubgcrty
cercmonies of importance. (Wissler, 1911:20-30).,

Marriage:

The conspicuous featurc of a Blackfoot marriage is the ex-
change of prcsents vetwecn the families of the prospective spouses.
48 the amount given by the boy's family generally exceeds that
reccived, the marringe is somcthing of a bride purchase. Other
features of marriage point to the same thing,

. Marriage was usually, though not nccessarily, outside the
Ptand, but there were no clans or gentes rcgulating it.

Beforc and after marriage the girl is required to be strictly
chaste, and thc penalties for adultery are said to have been very
severc in oldcn timcs. The boy, however, could and was expected
to have as many affairs as possible both beforce and after marriage,
Polygamy was 2 usual me ns of displaying wealth and acquiring
social importance though few men were able to support as many as
five wives. always, however, a head wife reigned above the others
and had privileges docnied them, Often, though not necessarily,
extra wives wcre sisters of the first. Even before marrying his
wife's sisters, a man could take unusual liberties in making obscene
jokes with them. With the mother=-in-law, howevcr, he observecd
a strict avoidance in accordance with the wide-sprcad mother-in- -
law taboo.

Divorce was unconmon except Tor extreme 1a21ness, cruelty or
adultry, in which case 1t was accomplished simply by the woman re-
turning to her family, which roturned thc bride-price or gifts to
the husband., (Wissler, 1911:8-14,)

Namb’s -

4 child is named soon after birth, a man of some importance
being called upon to gi-e him the name of & famous person, long
since deads Occasionally, he takes his name for an explolt of
his fatheor if the latter is a distingulshod man, Other namecs may
be added later, as when a man goes on nis first war party, or at
a Suyn Dance, (Wissler, 1611:16-18,)
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Propcrty.

Each person owned his personal belongings., The tipi, travois,
the horse she rode, and domestic implemcnts werc owned by the
woman. .t dcath, a man's property was divided among his rclatives,
his oldest son taking most., When women returned to their families
they ?ook only what they brought into the marriage, (Wissler, 1911:
26=27) .

Division of Labor,

Work falling to women included prcparing skins, their own
clothes and-most of the men's, tipis, travois, riding gear: cook-
ing; gathcring vegetables; most of the tranportation in movings
carrying wood and water and putting up the tipi. Women painted
parfleche and bag-designs.,

Ments work included hunting and butchering; making their own
ornaments, sometimés leggings and coats: painting tipi and robe
designs., (Wissler, 1911:27-28),.

Death and mburning.

Formerly, the tipi in which a person died was abandoned or
uscd as a burial tipi. The deceased, dressed in. his best was
usually placed in the tipi on a hilltop or on a sccaffold in treces,
accompanicd, perhaps, by hiis favorite horse which was killed. (Sce
‘Jeenness, p.l64, for an excellent photo of a Blackfoot scaffold
burial.) Pbrsons incurably ill sometimes dclibcrately killed as
many other pcrsons as possible, then took their own lives,

. In mourning, relativecs cut thelr halir short, and affectcd carc-
lessness and indiffcrencc of person and dress, until the mourning
was terminated with a sweat bath, (Wissler, 1011:30-32) .

WARFARE

The advent of thce white man created situations in which the
Bilackfoot believed that war was neccssary for his own prcscrvation,
Prior to this, howcvcr,while war may occasionally have been necess-
ary, it was looked upon as a game, a means of winning social distinc-
tion, rahter than as o mesns of gainlng territory, wealth or any
other objcct. This predisposition to war for its own sakec, of course
carried over into Blackfoot affairs after tribal maladjustments and
competition for food and territory followed the incursions of the
whitec mens Morecover, the introduction c¢f the horse served to
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intensify war activitios; in that it provided both a means of
carrying on with greater vigor and an objective-the stealing of
horses, ,

The immediate northern neighbors of the Blackfoot, Thc sarcee,
were treated as rclatives. They sometimes fought the Kootanai and
Gros Ventre, but at other times were on friendly terms with them.

The Flathead, Salish, Cour D!'irlene, Nez Percc, Northcrn Shoshoni, .
Snake, Crow, Hldatsa, assiniboine mnd Cree bore the. brunt of their
mllltary opcrations, Occasionally thcre were pcriods of intermittent
truce, ( WISSler, 1910:7; Teit, 1930:125-8, 361=-5.)

War partics werc led by individuals who possessed supernatural
spirts securcd visions, which promised them success., Thus
some men wcre greatecr leadcers than othérs, Unless the e xpedition
was with the avowed purposc of revenge, the motive was to gain war
honors, that is, to count-coup, which to the Blackfoot, meant capture
of the cnemy'!s property and deeds of bravery.

Some things gave greater honor than others. Capture of horses,
suns, shblds, kancous, bows, quivers, shotspouchcs, powdcr horns,
daggers, wqr-bonneto, and qll medicine ObJGCtS, conferrcd honor,

The followlng order of rank of exploints was given Wissler (1911:40)
by 2 Piegan who was rccognized as an authority on heraldry: stealing
o gun, lance, bow, taking an encmy's life, cutting a horsc loose

from a tipi, leading a war party, acting ag a scout, capturing
shiclds; war-bonnets, a medicine pipe, and driving off loose horses.
There'was, no doubt, some *ndividuals variation in thc counting of
these, 'but it is seon that the motivc was to expose one'!s self to
danger, not to kill an enemy or take a scalp. (Wissler, 1911:36-44.)
Scalps wére taken, but were not of great importince and were thrown
away after-the woman's or scalp dance, (Wissler, 1910:155;19013:358=9),

Successful warriors-were expected to boast, of their: great decds
and this was done in sevcral ways. Pictographs, incorporating a
nunber or more or less conventional symbols for certain cxpleits.
were recorded on their tipis and buffalo robes according to a
system of heraldry. Most of thcse symbols arc figurcd in Wissler
(1911:36-44) whcre thoy are explaincd, ..zain, a man was expected
to recite his deeds in any important public or ccremonial function.,
Such talcs might be rclated by the fircside. (See Wissler, 1911:
32-36, for several such narratives.) Consequently, the litcerature
on Blnckfoot is full of such narratives, for thcse were of prime
importance to social stand ng in the trlbe. (Sce, for example,
McLintock, 1910: Grinnell, 1912:3-92, 242-255: Schultz and Donaldson,
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Pp. 166-249 and photographs).

MEN 'S SOCIETIES

Any collection of Blackfoot material is likely to include
articles of attire that onc who is uninformed may mistoke for
ordinary costuming, In re¢nlity, many of thesc may be regalia
of the mcmbers of the various men's societies, Tt is important
thercfore, thot such things should not be exhibited as ordinary
costum ng untii 2 definite kmowledge of them is obtaincd, On the -
other hahd, cxhibition of society regnlia is, except for illustra-
tions of society dances, the only means of rcprosenting this im-
portant aspcct of Blackfoot social life in a muscum.

Egch of the three major divisions of the Blackfoot was
divided into 2 scries of military soclicties. Young men entered
the lowest, the Pigcons, together, and as a body, advanced succcs-
sively through the higher societies. Each advance in rank was
accomplished by the mcembers of the socicty purchasing the next
higher socicty with its regalia, etc., from the owncrs, who, upon
selling out, themsclves advanced, etc, Thus, the transfer of
membership is basically like the transfer of medicine bundles.

The society functions were primarily ccremonid, cach having its

own danc.s, songs, regalia, ccrcmoniés, and even rodes of behavior
and taboos, but they might, at times, bc clled upron to perform
civil dutics, such as guarding camp, policing tho buffalo hung, cte.

The most outstanding fecature of thesc societies have been
listed by Wissler, as 1. progressive mcrbership; 2. annual ceremonies
a reorganization cach year at the forming of the camp circle; 3,
transfer or membership at the end of 2 four yeor pceriod; 4. absence
of mornl and proctical qunalificotions for admission and of 211
provisions for cexpclling undcsirable mecmbers, (1913:425,)

The following list of these societles among the three Black-
foot groups s ziven by Wissler (1913:369) is:

Piecgan _ Blood North Blackfoot
Piegeons o
Mosquitos Mosquitos Mosquitos
— Bees
Prairic-Chickens
: ] , Crows
Braves nll-brave-dogs 41l <brave-dogs,
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Piegan Blood North Blackfoot (Cont'd

Bad-homs

all-brave~-dogs Braves Black-Soldicrs

Front-tails Black-soldiers Braves

Raven-bearcrs Raven-bcarers Raven-becarers

Dogs Dogs Dogs

Kit-foxes Horns Horns

Catchers Catchers Catchers

Bulls Bulls Bulls
Kit-foxes

(Lists and names givon by other authors by no means cxactly
corrcspond with these)

In addition to these, there existed among the Blood and
Northern)Blackfoot, a woman's socioty called Matoki. (Wissler, 1913:
430=435,

The paraphernalia, rituals, ctce of the above societics are
described and figured by Wis:cler*(1913:365-435,)

RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES AND CULTS

In addition to the men's societies, therec are several ceremonial
organizations which include both sexes, the members of which have
purchascd membership somewhat after the manner of purchasing medi-
cine bundles, Each had its distinctive regalia and functions, These
were:

The Crow=Water Society, which is supposed to enable
its membérs to become wealthy and to curc the sick,
(McClintock, 1923:p200, shows a photo of the cercmony)

The Black-tailed Decr Dance, which is supposed to
function to make the capture of deer easy.

Dance for the Spirits of the Dead, which is supposed
to make o dance to which the spirits of the dead are
invited,

The Alle-smoking Ccrcmony.

The Stick Game Dance, 2 recently imported dance, in

which a stick game set has become a medicine bundle.
“lisslcr, 1913:436-450,)
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In addition to these, there are several other loosely
organized dance associations, These are:

The Hair Psrters or Grass Dance, which is more
or less a purely social function.

The Horse Dance, which might be called a War
dance in that its chief function was to arouse
courdge and enthusiasm for war,

‘The Scalp Dance, which is somcthing of a victory
dance, participated in by anyone aftecr a success-
ful war party.

The Kissing Dance and the Tea Dance, which arc
almost purcly social.

The Night Singers,
The Begging Danccs

(Wissler, 1913:451-460,)

RELIGION

. Indian recligion, more than anything clse, has bcen con-
51stently misinterprcted to the public. The statement frequently
encountercd in litcraturc designed for popular consumption that
the Blackfoot arc sun-worshippers is entircly misleading and should
be avoided. That the sun was a supernatural power, cven the most
important powcr, is quite a different matter.

The es:ence of Blackfoot religion is a system of individual
relations to supernatural powers, established through visions and
involving ccremonies, songs, and fetishes, ranging from small charms
to complex bundlcs. The Sun Dance was the only ccremony approach-
ing community ritual. In objcctive reprcscntation of rcligion in
a museum, thercfore, we have to interprct religion eithcr through
appropriatc labels on the objective evidence of the individual
religion, that is, the fetishes and medicine bundlcs, or throush
complex groups rcprescnting ccrecmonics of which the Sun Dance is
best known and in many rcspects morc charactcristic,
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Fetishes and Mecdicine Bundles,

It is impossible to give a key by which all fetishes and
bundles may be intcrprcted, because thelr characteristic feature
is individuality. To make an accuratc statement concerning any
particular object that might occur in a collection, the cxplan=-
ation of -its owner is esscntial. The probability is exceedingly
sriall that any white man who collected such objects would know
cven rcmotely .their true significance, because in the first place,
he probably did not inquire, in the sceoond placec, if he did inquire,
the Indian probably did not tell him, The most that can be given,
therefore, is a gencral explanation of the significancc of objcects
of thcse types, unless a bundle collected is a well known type
described in the litcrature, :

The fetishes, whether simple, individual amuléts or complex
bundles, comprise a vast variety of trinkets, skins.,, ctc., etc.
These are always given the Blackfoot in a vision or a dream, which
may be southy by fasting or may come at some time. (There
is evidencec th~t Chief Mountain was used as a place for secking
a vision. Schultz, 1916:233=35,) At the same time he receives
-instructions as to how to make and use thesc things, what rites
to pcrform, what to sing, how to behave, and what taboos to follow,

These always comc from a spirit with which he comes to be in
rapport and which guides and assists, him. (See Wissler: 1912:b:7180
for a collecction of accounts of these visions,) The spirit may be
the sun, thunder bird, moon, morning star, cagle, buffalo, ,beaver,
or a large variety of other animals, birds and cven objects,
nlthough the gencral power pervading naturc and acting through
thesc spirits is called notoji, sun power, this docs not mean that
in revering come spe cial apirit, the Blackfoot is worshipping the
Bun.

‘Instead of rcceciving these things throusgh his own vision, a
may may purchasc a vision and all that pertains thereto from
another, whcreupon the latter relinquishes all claim to it, In.
either event, however, the man's rclation to kis spirit, fetishes
and so forth, 1s tho some: The ccrcmony involved,frequently quite
long, is supnoscd to recount thc original vision in which the
fetish néd blessing werc given., These are generally held in the
tipi of the owncr, Important ritualistic cecluments usually in-
volved arcs: smoking; singing in which the songs arc gencrally
grouped into sevens, although ritual is ordinarily done in fours;
following the ceremonial number four; opening of the
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bundle, if therc be onc; rccounting the story of its origin in a
vision: the vcry characteristic burning of swecet grass (Scvastana
odorata)and occasionally of swc«t pine (..bics lasiocarpa), narrow
Téaved puccoon (Lithospcrmum lincarifolium) and wild parsnip
(Leptotacnia mul¥ifada) on the clcearcd space or "altar” in the

rear of the tipl (sec Wissler, 1912-b: fig, 35 on P. 256 for several
painted altdars) much praying; gifts; and thce use of the sweat-
house, a skin-covercd structure of twelve or fourtcen bent-Over
willows, which was heated with hot rocks even which water was poured
to form stcam. (Scec McClintock, 1910: photo on p 285 and 287 for

o sweat-house framc,)

The outstanding fcaturce of the Blxckfoot medicine bundle
concept then, are: the bundle; the ritualistic behavior accompanys
ing it; the associatod body painting, tipil painting and dress;
the acquisision of thesc through a vision-or purchase from a
previous owner; the social prcstige gained by owing or having
owned.a grgat many bundlcs, The Blackfoot, unlinec-many. other
Plains tribes, lack thc association of bundlcs with social zroups
such as clans or political divisions of thc tribe.

The following arc somec of thc major classcs of fetishes,
(1) War fetishos-éusuﬁlly individual objects, dcsigns; etc.

(2) Horse fetishes=-thcese arc charms, gonerally hung
on the bridle ~nd invclving other chorms, songs,.
and ccremcnics, Thoy arc for flicctniss and sure=-
footcéness of the ovmer's horsc;: somctimes they
serve magically to injure arotherts horso.

(3) Vieascl shirts, that is, shirts trirmed with weasel
tails, having value particularly in war,

(4) Similar shirts trimaied with hair-locks.

(5) Head dressese. These werc generally of two kinds, =2
horn bonnct and a feather bonnet, (Sce illustrations
in Wissler, 1912-b:fi s, 11 and 12, -nd in McClintock
1910: on PP, 272-275,) .8 the privilege of wearing
these mwas also ccraaonicl, it fallows that they weorc
limited to thosc who had reccived or purchasced the
appropriate visione. Thesc werc used nainly in war,
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(€)

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10}

(11)

(12)

Shialds, These have mames and have mprobably been
transfered many times. They involved pigual.

The protective value of the shield is felt  to

lie in its supernatural qualities rather than
impenetrability., Some of these are old and famous and
have been transfered many times,

(See Wissler, 1912-b: 117-125.

Otter bundle, There are two of these, which are
famous, and poweriul, and confer great blessings.
They involve long, complex ceremonies and taboos,

Bear Knife

Medicine lance. One such bundle, This confers
especially war power. As with the other bundles
the medicine lance is simply the principa 1 of many
articles,

Medicine Pipe, More than seventeen of these among the
Blackfoot. These confer great power and social
distinction upon the owner, (Wissler, 1912-b: fig.22,
shows a medicine pipe.) Wissler (1912-b:136=-165)
describes the contents of a bundle and glves details
of the ceremony which would be of use. should the
Musuem come into the possession of a true medicine
pipe bundle. There were also other kinds of pipes
with their accompanying eceremonies, These should not
be confused with ordinary smoking.

Beaver '‘bundles. These are the most complex and im=
portant of all, including innumerable animal species
and other objects, variously wrapped. The ceremony
and connected ritual were also involved, including

the usual singing, use of the sweat-house, etc., but
also adding the tobacce planting ceremony, (See Schultz
and Donaldson, 122-158), calling the buffalo, the sun
dance bundle, and others, (Wissler, 1912-b:168-209;
Schultz and Donaldson: 95-121), Illustrations (Photos)
of this are providéd by McClintock (1910:79-112),

The Nataos or Sun Dance Bundle, This 1s also com=-
plicated and is .one of the few bundles primarily
associatéed with women, There are several of these,
(Wissler, 1912-b3;209-220) See below under "Sun Dance"
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Other bundles are sre cial types in which part of the symbolism
ls represented -on the exterior of the tipi, (Wissler, 1912-b:220-241
See pages LS and 16.

This discustion of bundles is from Wissler (1912-b:65-2082)

The Sun Dance,

Despite the manifclid spectacular features and the widespread
poplar interest in the Sun Dance; it Is so surcharged with sub-
jectiva elements and so lnﬂxtricable intertwined with basic elements
of Blackfool religien in general, that it is well-righ impossible to
represent 11 objectively without serving to pervetuate popular mis-
conceptions about it. An amply labeled group representing in mina-
ture a Sun Dence lodze with some of its more interes ting features,
such as thes weather dancers ‘booth, pociety dancars, the musicians,
the sweat locge,sard the camp - clrcle is the most *hab could be done.
And, since this would but give one phase of an evcr«changing series
of rltualsJ a true picture of it could only te given by supplying
a museum visitor with a small guide pamphle: which explains briefly
but authoritetively ihdis most interesting veremony.

Althousl. the, Suc Dance comes nearést to being a communal cere=-
mony of- anv Blao&-éot rite, 3t is in rraanl:.t—r a. composite of particu-
larized cer iss, “concucied specifically for individual goods and
incidentlly fu* uommunity beneflts.

The 'cccasion for the Pun Dance is a vow, taken by a woman of
general virtue and particularly of sex virtue that if she or some=-
one in danger is spared, she will give the Sun Dance, That is to
say, she will purchase a natoas ®Bundle, she and her husband taking
the lead in long rites including the Sun Dance. Should no one Hanpen
to have taken this vow, some eligible woman is practically forced to
purchase oneof the several natoas bundles in order that the Sun
Dance may be given annually., She is‘called the "medicine woman',

Accordingly, the proposed purchase, i.e., “transfer of the bundle
is announced and her husband arranges to call the bands together.
They comé and form a camp circle, During four days preveding the
dance proper, the camp 1ls moved da ily, the medicine women and other
virtuous women*meanwhile having a cerémony of eating buffalo tongue,
The others have tdken vows to gn this., Meanwhile, also, sweat lodges
have been erected, (MeClintock, 1910:285-287 for illustratlons) and
the leading men bathe. The whole affair involves much ceremony
fasting, expense and other strain for the medicine woman and her
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husband, but is alse a great honor.

The Sun Dance lodge (M001intock 1910:314 for illustration, is
also erected with ceremony, renowned warriors counting coup on the
center pole; others cut special thongs to bind the poles, a rite
which is purchased from those who held it the previous year, There
are also special dancers, known as weather dancers, who are in
reality sun priests, calling upon the sun for general blessings,
These may transfer their rites to others. Again, certain dancers
cut holes in buffalo hides, which is a transferable privilege,
Certain socleties also indulge in their own special dances, With
all this, there is feasting, distribtion of presents, revitation
of war honors, and much singing. Since the natoas bundle transfer
is the nucleus of the ceremony, it has much in common with the
beaver bundle ceremonies to which the natoas bundle is intimately
related.

A spectacular feature is that in which certain warriors
thrust skewers through their flesh to which ropes are attached,
dancing until the skin pulls loose, This, too, is a privilege
that may be transfered and is generally taken upon a vow, when in
trouble, It is colsely related to a more general practise of
cutting out small bits of slesh or hacking off finger joints as
offerings to the sun when on the war path or at other times when
special blessin s are soughte

Should a Sun Dance group be constructed, details of the
essential features, including measurements, will be found in
Wissler, " The Sun Dance of the Blackfoot Inaiens" (Widsler, 1918)
Illustrations will be found in Schultz (1907, p. 392, Se a4l so,
Wissler, 1918: Schultz and Donaldson, 1930: :82-94 for the Bloodsy
McClintock 1910:178-183, 192=206, 284 324,)

Curing .

Although curing was in some measurec accomplishéd by administer-
ing herbs, a list of some of which will found above, the Bigok-
fot, like all primitive tribes, in the last analysis, attributed
disease to supernatural ca uses, In the event of serious illness,
therefore, the doctor was called upon the perform, The doctor
received his power like all other " medicine Men" -~ that is, owners,
of super~natural powers-- in a vision, A super-matura 1 spirit ‘
ga ve him its aid and instructed him as to what diseases he should
cure and what proeedure he should follow in doing so,
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APPENDIX

SOME SUGGESTED EXHIBITS FOR BLACKFOOT CULTURE

Exhibit A. The place of the Blackfoot among American Indians.

Since the buffalo is the principle food of the Blackfoot and
also shapes their entire culture, it is suggested that a small
map, ‘comparable to the accompanying sketch %Fig.Q), bring out the
fact that the Indians in different parts of America utilized -
different native foods, In addition to this map, a second, show-
ing the ralation of the Plains culture area to the distribution
of the buffalo (fig.l) could be used. Neither of these need to be
large.

Exhibit B. The utilization of the buffalo

The fact that practically all the important traits of material
culture of the Rlackfoot employed the buffalo in some way could

be brought out on charts, like the accompanying, The size and
degree of completeness of these would depend upon the available
space and materials, If both charts could be used, it is suggested
that one center around a complete drawing of a buffalo, showing
the utilization of all its parts except the hide., Where possible,
small specimens would accompany the -labels, The second would show
the uses of the hide, either specimens or drawings being included.
In both, it would be desirable to have each kind of specimen cross-
referenced to the case (if there were other cases) which sontained
such objects. (Figs. lo and 1l.)

Exhibit C. The method of capturing the buffalo.

A suggested type of sketch shoWing the driving of a herd over a
cliff, accompanies thise. (fiz. 8.) If this type is used at some other
museum, one could show horsemen surrounding a herd.

Exhibit D. A Blackfoot camp.

A small set, showing the place of objects of material culture in

a Blackfoot camp would be .far more jinstruc ive than havinz such.
objects arrayed in rows in a case, If a camp were made, 1t should
show a tipi partly cut away so as to reveal its interior, There
should also be a tipi in.process construction, showing four-

pole foundation, and one which is complete bearing characteristic
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designs. The remainder of the tipis in the camp could be painted
on the background. .

The canp woulZ be in the form of a circle, if it were during
tine Sun Dance, In this case, a Sun Dance lodge with associated
special tipis should be indicated. (See McClintock, 1023, P.20,
for a general view of a camp ¢ircle; p. 261, shows, another view,
also McClintock, 1910, photo p..456, Dengler, p.39, gives also a
full page illustration of a Piegan camp, .taken from Maximilian.
MeClintock, 1923; p. 70 shows a sun shelter,

If the camp were not during the Sun Dance, there is some
doubt as to whether the cam circle would be formed, It is probable
that if it were a small encampment of a relatively few bands,
they would be placed not in a circle, but in rows, bordering a
kind of central avenue., Schualtz and Donaldson (p.5) quote Hendry,
wiho visiued a Blackfoot camp in 1754, stating that thelr lodges
were "in two regular lines, which formed a broad street, open at
both ends." Whether a circle or this arrangement were represented
however, would affect the background rather than the representatives
of daily life in the foreground.

The tipi that is partly cut away could be reconstructed like
that shown in McClintock (1910, p.20, or 1923, p. 92). Such inter-
ior arrangement is a2 lso described by Wissler (1910 pp.105-€) and
Grinnell (1912; 198-99)., Each object should be provided with a
short label, and, if specimens as such were exhibited in cases clse-
where, there should be cross-references to these cases that the
visitor might turn to sce the actual objects,

The intcrior of the tipi would expose the ground rlan
arrancsement and interior objects shown in the accompanying sketches,
(fizs.3 and 4.) These would be: bcds, backrests, fireplace or
fircplaces, altar, goods and ceremonial objects stored, It would
also show the backwalls of the tipi. For explanation of the
construction of thc backrest, se¢ Wissler (1910 figs. 12,13 and
plate 7 and explanation on op. 53=54,)

Outside tic tipi, various things could be included, dcpending
upon the sizc of the groud. It is important not to overcrowd it.:
The following are suggestions, descriptions and references for

wiich will boe found in thc accompanying text:

A staked buffalo hide,
A woman scraping a buffalo hidc,
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A Woman putting up a tipi.

A cradlc board.

A Horsc travois,

A man in socicty regal ia and his horse
with characteristic trappings.

Men playing the hoop and polc game,

A rack with drying meat, :

A tripod back of a tipi with an impo rtant

metiicine bundle,
Children playing with typical toys.
In thc distance, a man driving horsecs,

-Somc%herc_in the background of a winter camp could be shown the
winter' supply of wood. (Sec McClintock, 1910: p.371 for illust-
ration of this.)

Exhibit E. Thce Sun Dancc.

A group showing the camp circle in the background and the Sun
Dancc Lodge in the for-:ground with the accessorics in some detail
is onc of thc fow ways Bilackfoot religion could be represcnted

in a muscum. This would show the spccial lodge of the medicinc
women near the Sun Dancc Lodge, 'the swcat house, and the shelter
for the prineiplc performers in the coromonies. In the Sun Dance
lodge would be scen the centcr pele, the "weather shamans" booth,
and possibly a number of dancers,

Exhibit F, A medicinec bundle could be cxhibited in a small case,
having labecls explaining briocfly its significance, If it could
bc accompanicd by some sort of illustration of the ccrcmony of
opening it, this would cnhancc its significance, Nececssary
rcicrvnccs for thls a-¢ given in the accompanylng text.

Exhibit G. Blackfoot habitat. |

A map, like that in the accompanying toxt, (fig.2) should show

the location of the three major divisions of the Blackfoot and
ncighboring tribcs.

BExhibit H, Blackfoot placc namcs in Gilacier Park,

Unfbrtunatcly there is a 1little material as to the Blackfoot utiliza-

tion of Glacicr Park, Place namecs, howcver, are given in Schultz,
(1916:6-9, 11-20, 21-23, 23-42, 107-108, 146,153,154,226~232
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233-255), Schultz (1926-a and 1926=b) gives place names in Glacicr
Park in both Blackfoot and Kootcnai. Thesc could be shown on a
map of thc Park.

Exhibit I. Misccllancsous Objccts.

licre cases of objects are to be avoided. If, however, it scems
necessary to use some of thesc it is suggested that cach case
dcvelop somc contral theme., For example, 2 case might devoted

to rcligion and include objccts having supcrnatural value, These
would range from small amulcts through shiclds, clothing, etc.,

to medicince bundlcs and would bec accompanicd by labcecls cxXplaining
he particular siznificance of each and the drcam theory or pur-
chasc thcory back of cach. Another casc might be devoted to
Blackfoot art and contein two scries of articles (thesc, of course,
vould depend uporn whet is available), one illustrating gcomedric
wom~n's-art, the other illustrating pictographic men' art, In

any casc, wherc spacc and arrangemcent permitted, a small mep, say
four inches square, could accompany ccrtain types of spccimens and
show the distribution of tlat cultuc troit in Amcrica, Samples

of what ®uld be done in this way follow, (figs.5,6 and 7.)

This would servec to give a perspective on the Blackfoot,
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