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Dear Reader:

As the title indicates, it has taken 30 years of effort (actually more like 33 years now) on the part of
over 75 archeologists, curators, and researchers to compile the data presented in this book. It presents
a popular synthesis of 10 volumes published in the series, Archeological Investigations in Skagway,
Alaska, along with numerous unpublished accounts. Besides serving as the headquarters of the
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, Skagway is commemorated in the history of the United
States as a National Historic Landmark, designated as the Skagway Historic District and White Pass.

This book is, however, more than just a summary of archeological fieldwork and photographs of
artifacts. It is also an attempt to assess the archeological program initiated in Skagway by the Denver
Service Center in the 1970s, then later transferred to the Alaska Regional Office in the 1980s, and
finally to cultural resources managers at Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park in the 1990s

- within the wider context of historical archeology at other National Historic Landmarks on the western
mining frontier. The accomplishments of the sustained program of archeology in Skagway can best be
measured in terms of a few essential ingredients: a national preservation program, federal funding, and
the dedication of a few die-hard archeologists and concerned park managers.

This book was written for many audiences. For the staff at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical
Park, it will be useful as guide for archeological interpretation and future investigations; for historical
archeology scholars. it can serve as a synopsis of artifact types through the decades; and for the
interested public, it will tell the “stories beneath the surface” of the lives of men and women who once
called Skagway home.

For Becky Saleeby, the author, Archeologist, Cultural Resources Team, Alaska Regional Office, this
book was a labor of love and she put both her mind and her heart to its completion. She had an early
vision of what topics the book would cover and what it should look like in final. She has done a
masterful job in bringing out both the benefits and values of historical archeology in the National Park
Service.

If you have any questions about the book or seek additional copies, please contact Greg Dixon,
Cultural Resource Technician, Cultural Resources Team, Alaska Regional Office, at (907) 644-3465
or via email at greg_dixon@nps.gov.

Michael J. Tranell
Superintendent D
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Turnell’s trash pit; seed beads from Feature 1 at the Pantheon Saloon complex.

First Title Page: Bird button from the Peniel Mission.

Back Cover: Decorative glass bowl from Hockett privy 1 on Block 39.



Whiteware platters from Block 39 privies.



y/‘ e { ;le ;7 “ [ T )‘ :
Thirty Years of Hlstonca_"Arché:ologL \]SkagW%ly, laska |

: i P>

B
[ e

Becky M. Saleeby LA
2011 s



BENEATH THE SURFACE

Table of Contents
I E1 31 110 N PR A SRR — X
5oy Al 1 o) £ PO xiii
AADSTIACT covivteeeeceeeee ettt ee st s st e st s tstasaesseassesasasestasssaat e st s astasessstaesssassesasassasassssassssasassssnssasnesssrenes XV
ACKNOWIEAZEIMENES .ovvvvvverriiirciiiceiesiie st sesissssss s ssssss s sass s sssas s s xvi

Chapter One: Preserving History in a Gold Rush Town

Looking Berieathy the S mirb oo sesmsssiss sssassvssmicssssors s s i 5 s o i o
‘Thie SevetngFar di. LInRalding S t05 i mmsmesmrssnsversssossmyomss oo oo s ooy 3
Side Note 1. Changing Concepts in Historical Aycheology............cweocevcevceveevicenisisinisicincis 4
A National PrOGIAIM ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssases 7
A Liveal Progran: for Elironic Prostr st iONtas s wssssswsisss i s s s s ams s 9
Side Note 2. Section 106 Legal Mandate for Archeology on Federal Projects.............uccucvncvnnn. 10
Hissorieal Archisolopy and Westetn Mining FIohHEL «oncmmmsmomanmssasmmammmasmssmmmn 12

Chapter Two: Documenting a Frontier Mining Town Before and After the Gold Rush

A ROULE 0 the INTEIIOT vttt sas s s s sss s s s st ssssassasssenbesssnsanssnnssnen 16
IR T TR E T E T T ———— 18
Side Note 3. Juneats, Nome, A0 FAIYDATRS ........ceververresisrererersrsiessiesessisssisisssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 19
Side Note 4. Abandoned and Forgotten Mining Towns in Alaska .............cevevcevcncvivicincncnnnn, 21
Settling Down after the Rush (1900—1940) .........ccomrrvcmmmminssissmssmisenssssssssssssssessssssssssssasnssses 27
Skagway’s War Efforts and Post-War Decline (19405 and 19505) ......cvceerumnecrrrrecmmsensnnnessssesees 28
Historic Preservation Gathers Momentum (1960s and 19708) s 29
1 =T T R ————————— 30

Chapter Three: Digging the Past: Thirty Years of Historical Archeology in Skagway

THE FILST PLOTIEY courveeiireriermserisceiseeiscnseseise s s sossss s sssessssssese s ssse b sasesssessssessssssssessnsssssssanssssnss 36
Denver Service Center Takes the Lead (1978-1984) ....ccueuureemeemmeresnecsmesesssesssssesssessssssssssessaneces 40
Alaska Regional Office Implements Compliance Archeology (1985-1991).......cccuumumimmrenecriririnns 45
YT TR TSR T— 46
SEAe INOLE 6. ChHIlROOE PASS c.evvevvrreririsisrarsisisisinssisisisisssasasisssssasissssassssssssssssssssesasasssssassssnensases 48
A Change of Direction (1992-2000) .......crvrummemmmssississmssassessssssssmsssesssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 53
5 ot T B 11 S < TS RO S — 54
Revealing Morg Stories through Archeological Testin aumssmamamsasmmssmnmmsemmmsmsis 55

Chapter Four: The Wharf and Railroad Blocks

White Pass & Yukon Route Depot and General Office Buildings ......cccceoecveecnscvienncriicncriinnccrinnns 61
Side Note 7. Archeological Methods: Researching, Testing, Analyzing, and Reporting.................. 62
Bian Soiin B BRI corsssersrasrisss swosssmmsmsssmanisisnai i s s AR AR A T RO TR SIS 63
The Archeology of Block 37 usmmssmssormmomsmsesoasssssmrmsmossiss s s s s s oy s s 68

vii



BENEATH THE SURFACE

viii

Chapter Five: The Downtown Business Blocks

Pantheor Baleam o emipmlen s asnsrmssswse o st s i mms s aassims 78
Side Note 9. Provenience, Aggregation, and, QUARLIICALION e 86
Mascot SAlOON GIOUP ...t s ss s sas s ssss s s ssisens 89
Saloon Assemblages on the Downtown Business Blocks........cccccciririicincsirmnensismmnnensnens 95
Lyoch Bc Kenredy Building... . .ommoncmomn s i ot 97
KALEM TEACE ettt ssaes st s s s sas s s st sa s eassas s s arssaesaesassaassassassas 100

Chapter Six: The Early Residential and Church Block

MOOTE CaDiN..uiivitirecieeseeiecrees et ss e et s s s s bbb s st s s basbaeb s s sassaseasbens 106
Moore/Kirmse House s oo s v s ao i s 110
Sidle INOLE 10. BOLHE GLASS.euveeveeeerererereeerereeeeereseiseseesessesssesssssssssssssssssssssnsssessssnsssssssssssassssssnens 116
Peniel Mission and the Mill Creek DUmPp.......coociucreeciiinscriinesirsesisisessisessssesessisssesssissssssssans 118
Father TUrnell’s Trash Pitu...cciciceceneeiesesiesiesssssesessssessesssssssessesessssessesssssssssessssssssssessossessssasssess 122

Chapter Seven: The Later Residential and Military Blocks

T A tue gy 08 T B9 s osscosssssscosonssonsssonmsssnsoesssiess s e oo oSG0 BRI T 128
SO INOLE 11, COVAIIICS ceevaeeeeereeseseeeeseeiesessesesstsssstssestsiessssesssstsssssssstssesseressesesseresessseseseenesesneseens 135
The Archeology of BIock 33 ... sssssssssssssssssssessssasnecs 142

Chapter 8: Stories Beneath the Surface

Axcheologists as SroryOeTIors smssssmsosmssssuesssonsosmmss e smssmss s s H oSS 150
Artitarts and ASSEIBIAEES ... sossssos st morsersmas sssspressssssmssssossissass asisses 150
Side Note 12. Dating an Historical Archeological Deposit..............ccwceveevvoviusiereiccininiercresininn. 159
Archeolegical Assemblages on the Bloeks of Skagway . cenmunmmssmmmmpmumonsumsosmss 161
R B O T —— 162
D0101L01072 BUSINLESS BIOCKS .ovveeeeveeeeereeeeeeteeereeeeeeeteeveeevevesevesesvesessessssessssessssossssssesssnssssssnsnes 162
Early Residential and Church BIOCKS ..............cocevvuvicecisiiniicieisesisicisesesisisiseseisss s 165
Later Residentiul and Military Blocks.asssummmssmmssosmosismssmnssssssenssissssssssmissinssstsn 165
More Stories Beneath the SUITACE ..ottt sse s s s s s s s sassassanes 165

Chapter 9: Inventorying National Historic Landmarks on the Western Mining Frontier

Historic Mining Districts Become National Historic Landmarks (NHLS) ......cveeeeecevveeeviennennne. 170
AVIZOTA covvevveeieeeeeeeceeresieiesie sttt st b et sa s bt a e e et e b e b et e s bt e st e s et e s b e b b et et et e s teabeee 174
B R R ————— 175
COLOVALO c..vveveveeeeeeeeeeeeerree e s s st s sttt s s a sttt a e a e st tsssasasestsasasanansesesn 177
JABPO oot ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et enas 178
D 7 T — 179
Side Note 13. The Archeology of Mining CAmps .............c.ccvoveeveueveveisevnisiinississiesssassesessssseons 181



BENEATH THE SURFACE

INCURA A oottt ettt st s e s et sasasesessasstataseaensasas et sssasebesessssasasases 183
) REED sncenmsrncnsosnesmsnrsssssssmmomsssnsuspeansens e ommssansn on s s 8 5 s B R R S o A AR R T 185
SOULD DAROLA .eeeeeeeveeveieeeeeeeeeeeeeteeseiesesst e e estssssss st esessss st et sssasesesesesssasesessasaseseressassasas 185
UBAD ceoveeeeeeeeeeeeeieteieeeest e svss st sas st st s vess s te st at e et s e st et et ettt et a ettt aa et as b rn s e 186
LIS, e rononssonsssinasssnsssassmanissmssessssinsionses tanssnssmmmsssonsansssnansmsmsssssas sns s inmes S0 E0ATD ERAAGHRI RTINS (SRR TS 187
DISCUSSION vttt ettt bes e bbb ea bbbt es e b s s ae st b ettt asasas bbb s s R s seb et et sasassesetesenasaesats 188
Side Note 14 The Aribeologi oF S38l009it savsamasminsssmmaronmmenssnansssmnssassssvassas 190

Chapter 10: Interpreting Skagway’s Archeology for the Public

A Shared Role in Resonree Stewardship s snss s 194
Multiple Interpretive Methods ... rvrcrerimeieississsssssssssnsssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 197
Creation of Fact Sheets or PAmpPRIets....iicicissssccsicsisssssssssssessssisssssssssssssnnes 197
ATEIFACTS N The CollECtIONS. et sieresstsss st ssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssasassssssssssessssessrans 199
LIS TR ot rvmesesesmrcnesmreonsmsccnsmsns o smemcememncs e s e s 48 3 S SRS A 200
RELEIEIICES vuvvereeeeeesereereretessstesasasessebasststasssstssstassssssaosseassesesassstassssssassetasasssssssstassssassosassssssassasnsssassesases 201
LEIACX ettt cnsesssesstcssessssseessesetasasesssssstssssssassssssssssassssasssastosssssssssssnssssasassosasssssssssossssessssesassonasans 224



BENEATH THE SURFACE

List of Figures

Figure 1. Cruise ship in Skagway during the summer tourist season in 2008...........coueervurmerrrreeneens 2
Figure 2. Elm City padlock, a pre-World War II household artifact from Block 39 ........cccoeurmnnnee. 4
Figure 3. Map of Skagway, Alaska, and Dawson, Yukon Territory, Canada .......ccoevuvemrrervnnerriisennins 6
Figure 4. Alaska Gold Rush Centennial license plate ......uuecevvionenceisicccerieceisenesssseesessssanans 7
Figure 5. Map of Juneau, Nome, Fairbanks, and abandoned mining camps in Alaska................. 20
Figure 6. Personal artifacts excavated at a mining cabin in Coldfoot, Alaska..........cccoouecvvuiinnnnnens 22
Figure 7. Street grid of Skagway in 1898 ... ssscsssssinsssssssisssssssssssssssss 24
Figure 8. Streetscape of Broadway, looking north from around 4™ Avenue, in 1898............cccoeeee 25
Figure 9. Skagway residents in front of Elk’s Hall on July 4, 1908 ......cocvvvvvivvnrriinncrviinenirnnnnn. 26
Figure 10. Streetscape of Broadway, ca. 1908-1914, with train coming into toWn............cceeeeeeens 27
Figure 11. Streetscape of Broadway in the 1940s, looking south from 6" Avenue ... 28
Figure 12. Streetscape of Broadway in 1967, looking north from just south of 2™ Avenue......... 30
Figure 13. Streetscape of Broadway during the 1990s with a cruise ship in dock corrrvveveeeeeennee. 31
Figure 14. White Pass & Yukon Route railroad taking tourists to White Pass in 2008............... 32
Figure 15.. Aerial vicw of Skagway in 2007 wrsmmnmmmnasommmmsmmsmsssmsmmmssessmmn: 32
Figure 16. Map of the Skagway Historic District showing National Park Service

1eSLOTEd DUILAINGS wovvvvveriitiicir s ssssa s ssssas 39-40
Figure 17. Catherine Blee testing at the Moore Cabin in the early 1980544
Figume: 18 Falwe Fromi D0 THFms s esssssscossssssnsorsssssssssssssssssossssssstsss 5555654501055 1is s Seusssnsic pion 46
Figure 19. Map of Feature 96 in DYea .....ccvcunrcvssinsssssmnsssssssssssssinssssssssissssssssssssssssssissssens 47
Figure 20. Grave marker at Slide Cemetery in Dyea ... ssssnssesseenss 47
Figure 21. Archeological remains adjacent to the Chilkoot Trail ..., 49
Figure 22. Paul Gleeson excavating under the Mascot Saloon in 1986...........cuirciiiiiinnninnns 50
Figure 23. Paul Gleeson taking notes under the Mascot Saloon in 1986 .......ccoeeevvvvcvinreeririnenninnns 50
Figure 24. Karl Gurcke wet-screening deposits from under the Mascot Saloon in 1986............. 50
Figure 25. Crew of archeologists under the Mascot Saloon in 1986............couvnrrninrcciinnrrirnnne. 51
Figure 26. Lee Stilson in a pit at Lynch & Kennedy in 1986.......ocvvoveiervvrinreriienssisesssisessssennes 51
Figure 27. Ray DePuydt and crew at the Peniel Mission in the late 1980s......coccevvveuivnnrrverrinnnnnens 52
Figure 28. Archeology crew digging test units on Block 39 in early 1990s..........vmmmmmrevrvvrirnnnnns 53
Figure 29. Testing at the Moore Cabin in 2008 ........coouccvuurrermsinnnessisnsssssssmssssssssssnsssssssssesssssssens 54
Figure 30. Map of Skagway showing blocks where archeological testing took place ..............e... 56
Figure 31. White Pass 8¢ Yukon Route Depot in 1899 wuwmmnamwmseansmssnssmnosmms s 60
Figure 32. Map of archeological testing on the Wharf and Railroad Blocks ........ccvvunnrrrvrirnnc. 61
Figure 33. Example of a stratigraphic profile ......ccouiirinscveinricsciisssisssssssssssssssssssssenss 65
Figure 34. Haviland china plates from testing at the White Pass & Yukon

PRt AT TN st mmunas i e AR A YA 68
Figure 35. Silver tongs, doll's arm, and Haviland china sherds from the White Pass &

g W F TN L LT —— 68



BENEATH THE SURFACE

Figure 36. Broken bottle glass excavated on Lot 1, Block 37.......ciirccnncnrisnssssisinnnninns 71
Figure 37. Moore Wharf during the Gold Rush era ..o 72
Figure 38. Artifact accumulation associated with Jeff. Smiths Parlor Museum

LOt 2 Of BIOCK 37 ottt sessestss s essssas s s ssssassassssessssassssssssssssssssassassnsansans
Figure 39. Map of archeological testing in the Downtown Business District Blocks.........c...
Figure 40. Red Front Building and Pantheon Saloon in 1905........onccvvvinenrviisseccvvennns
Figure 41. Glass bottles and shells from Feature 14 at the Pantheon Saloon complex

Figure 42. Seed beads from the Feature 1 at the Pantheon Saloon complex.......coviiiincriiinnnces 83
Figure 43. Chinese ceramic bowl from Feature 1 at the Pantheon Saloon complex......coovcvuennn. 83
Figure 44. Full bottle of wine from Feature S at the Pantheon Saloon complex....iiniiinncccnen. 84
Figure 45. Gambling artifacts from features associated with Pantheon Saloon ......cc.....cccvnrcvunnnn. 84
Figure 46. Mended ceramic bowl from under the Peniel MisSion.........reeeereescvcenserismscsiinienes 87
Figute 47. Granid opening of the MaseorSaloon i 1904..oummmmesnmmmmmmsvmomoasssmmos 90
Figure 48. Map of grid system and areas of analysis under the Mascot Saloon Group ................ 93
Figure 49. Tokens recovered under the Mascot Saloon Group ... 93
Figure 50. Pipe, dice, and token recovered under the Mascot Saloon Group.........ccevcriivnnecnes 94
Figure 51. Vaseline bottle collected under the Lynch & Kennedy building........ccccccevvcuivvvnrivunnen. 98
Figure 52. Faunal remains from Gilt Edge Restaurant privy at Lynch & Kennedy .......cccccccuuuuee. 100
Figure 53. Map of archeological testing on Block 24 ..........ocvvincnrivsccvescssiinccesinsneenenns 106
Pigais 54, Nafls froini the Moere sablii G0 wermmmmmsssonossammmssmmsmosmmensmmmmasme 109
Figure 55. Cross-mended saucer manufactured by Alfred Meakin from Kirmse privy .............. 113
Figure 56. Bromo seltzer bottles from the Moore privy ....c.vvrcvincressssinssessssssssssssssnns. 114
Figure 57. Perfume bottle from Kirmse Privy .......coocccccennecinccisississsissssssssssssssssssinns 114
Figure 58 Vasc from K Irmmise: rivyosssssosssssssasss o mssessoeysitos 5555 o s a5 s 115
Figure 59. Fragmentary souvenir tea cup from Operation 17 at the Moore House ........ccooeevveens 115
Figure 60. Souvenir tea cup in collections at Klondike Gold Rush National

HiStOICAl PaTK ..ot ses bbb s s s s st sasses b saes e sansas 115
Figure 61. Sapphire blue medicine bottle from collections of Klondike Gold Rush

National HiStorical PArk.......ccecueceeeieeiereieeeie e esese s s sesesssessesssssessssassessessessessesasses 117
Figire 62. Bustens frotn Mill Cretk diiipmsrmpumsmsmnmnanmamssanmamnmmanmses 121
Figure 63. St Mark’s Roman Catholic Church and Rectory about 1913-1918 ........ccccovvcvvuuunee. 123
Figure 64. Bottles from Father Turnell’s trash pit .....vccrccicnricicsesssscssissncssssssssesssnes 124
Figure 65. Map of archeological testing in the Later Residential and Military Blocks.............. 128
Figure 66. Quonset huts in downtown Skagway during World War IL....reeeeeveivvvivviiiisisninnnens 129
Figure 67. Map of testing and privy excavations on Block 39 ........covvrvvnrcnncrcvnnnriinensinnnnn. 131
Figure 68. Refitted whiteware plate with scalloped edge from the Moore House.........ccccvvuuueee. 135
Figure 69. Plate showing maker’s mark from Feature 5 at the Pantheon Saloon complex........ 136
Figure 70. Teacup from the Kirmse privy at the Moore/Kirmse house........cccccvvucrivnnerceninnecennns 136

Figure 71. “Florida Water” bottle from collections of Klondike Gold Rush National
HISTOTICAL PATK 1ottt ettt e et ssssssesessssnssssasssssnesesssssssnsssneses
Figure 72. Tea cup (Mentone pattern) from Hockett privy 1 on Block 39

Xi



BENEATH THE SURFACE

xii

Figure 73. Decorative glass nut bowl from the Hockett privy 1 on Block 39.......cvvvervivcrriunnee. 138
Figure 74. Glassware from Hillery privy on Block 39......rriincccncsseciiescsiininnns 139
Figure 75. White Royal semi-porcelain platter from Hockett privy 2 on Block 39.................... 140
Figure 76. Maker’s mark on platter from Hockett privy 2 on Block 39 .......cccccvvncivnneccinnncninnns 140
Figure 77. African-American soldiers of L Company 124th infantry on parade in 1899.......... 143
Figure 78. Toy iron donkey found in pre-1940 deposit at the Moore/Kirmse house................. 152
Figure 79. Minnie Moore and herchildren in. 1898 s 153
Figure 80. Ceramic sherds from Feature 14 at the Pantheon Saloon complex........ouriviunnneee. 154
Figure 81. Ceramic sherd from Dyea in Klondike Gold Rush National Historical

Park COLLECTIONS vuvvvvervciriiscrsciaisesiesses st aesss bbbt s e bbb s s s s b s e s a s bansabaes 154
Figure 82. Decorative pattern on table spoon used widely around 1900..........ccoonevvnerrivrenrinnnns 155
Figure 83. Glass insulator from Feature 6 at the Pantheon Saloon complex......couvvnrvivrncriunnn. 155
Figure 84. Ceramic doll’s head from the Hillery privy on Block 39 ......imriennennicsrnne. 159
Figure 85. Map of National Historic Landmarks associated with the mining frontier

in the Western UNIted SEates......ovmrreeereeeeressessesssssesaessesessessesssessesasssessssssassassesssessessassasssesses 171
Figure 86. Tombstone, Arizona, Birdcage Theatre in 1937 ......cvnrvinsrcessinnnssisnsssissnssinnen: 175
Figure 87. Bodic, California in 1962« sussmsmumssssmmusnsmmmmssasmsmmisisssommss 176
Figure 88. Leadville, Colorado in 194 1.....cvenerrresirisesssessesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssnes 178
Figure 89. Building in the Virginia City, Montana historic district in 2007 ...ccococvvvervurnercrrnnne. 179
Figurg 90, Steatvcape of Dutte, Montaniin 1930 semmemennomsmsammssmmmms oz 180
Figure 91. Enamelware coffee pot from Klondike Gold Rush National Historical

PArk COLLECTIONS vuveveveeereceteeeetes st ss st ssass s sassas st b bass st bbbt ansens 182
Figure 92. Assay crucibles from Klondike Gold Rush National Historical

Park collections ........cccccoevunen. A A B P S e S R R 182
Figure 93. Virginia City, Nevada, Union Brewery in 1937 .......conrincinssrisnscsisnssssssionens 184
Figure 94. Rainier beer bottle top from the Mascot Saloon excavations ........c.urevvusnereinns 191
Figure 95. Ranger Charquela (Char) Spenser giving a guided walk in Skagway........c....coccunnee. 195
Figure 96. Example of Fact Sheet Highlighting the Archeology of Block 24..........ccounncrvviuunnnece. 198
Figure 97. Decorative bowl from Moore Cabin attic in the Klondike Gold Rush

National Historic Park COILECTIONS ......c.cuuiurirrereririectessesiessesissesissiessessssssesssessessssssssassssssssassans 199
Figure 98. Frye-Bruhn lard can in the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical

Park COILECTIONS ecvvvreecrrrrriersicieeseesests st ses ettt ss e ass bbb et bass s s s s sensans 199



BENEATH THE SURFACE

List of Tables

Table 1. Years of National Park Service property acquisition and associated archeological

LESTING IN SKAGWAY.ovvvrvvririesrisi s ssssss s ssssssssss s ssss s ssssssessssssssssssssssssssnes 37
Table 2, Archeological testing in Skagway by year and Property suummemasmsssmsesmnosssmsnessases 41
Table 3. Artifact groups, classes, and types used in the analysis of the White Pass & Yukon
Route Depot and General Office Building collection ... 66
Table 4. Summary of testing at White Pass & Yukon Route buildings ........cccccouevvevvncricnncrironeciennns 67
Table S. Correlation between color and bottle fUNCEION .......ocvcvevecieiteirecienieeeest e sssens 67
Table 6. Summary of testing on Lot 1, Block 37 ......cvirieririicsiiississssisnsssssesissssessssens 70
Table 7. Summary of testing on Lot 2, BlOCk 37 .....coiieriinrinccirsccciisssciissssisssisassssssssssssnns i
Table 8. Chronology of building construction of Lot 1, Block 27.......cvvuvervvivnnnricciniesisiisnnnes 80
Table 9. Summary of testing at the Pantheon Saloon complex.......irienneciinccrinessiincsiennns 85
Table 10. Comparison of domestic artifact percentages in the Brownell, Rainier, and Fasel

assemblages from the Pantheon Saloon complex with other assemblages in Skagway.......... 88
Table 11. Summary of first phases of testing at the Mascot Saloon Group

IN 1979 ANA 1984ttt bbb bbbt bbbt nen 91
Table 12. Functional categories of artifacts from under Mascot Saloon

LTy B 0 DI o LT O ——— 92
Table 13. Comparison of the domestic artifact assemblages from the Pantheon

Saloon Complex and the Mascot Saloon Group (MINI values) .........cooecevevvnsereemeeeccecisannnee 96
Table 14: Summary of testing-at Lynch & Kennedy uummummonamasmmssmmms s
Table 15 Gilr By Restamrarit Dring SRS c ousssssisssssssasissesisdssiossin s
Table 16. Summary of testing on the Kalem Tractu....occricriisneisissssisssissesisssnsssssnesens
Table 17, Bumnery ol asing s the Moos Cibiflmmmssswonssamsasmmssmssmsoms
Table 18. Summary of testing at the Moore/Kirmse House
Table 19. Summary of testing at the Mill Creek dump and Peniel Mission........covvvenerrvennens 120
Table 20. Summary of testing at Father Turnell’s trash pit......ccvcinrcninniiinsnsincsinesisincnns 125
Table 21. Summary of testing on Block 39: post-1945 deposits and World

AT LT Eh RIS et sumsissnsmsassiiniii sinsisns e cnrasis s s s S b i RO SR SRR 132
Table 22. Summary of testing on Block 39: pre-World War II deposits......cccuervurnceeuncriennenens 134
Table 23. MNI of non-structural artifacts in privy deposits on Block 39.......coccvvnrvnnirivnnecnns 139
Table 24. Summary of 2003-2004 testing on Block 39 141
Table 25. Summary of testing on Block 33 (LOts 9=12)..c.cvurunrcemmmnrcemmsrsssssnnsssssssssssssssenns 145
Table 26. Manufacturing marks and dates of representative artifacts.......cvenecrcvssnsseeeseennns 156
Table 27. Archeological assemblages on the blocks of Skagway ... 163
Table 28. National Historic Landmarks associated with mining in the

WWEStErN UNILEA STATES....uuvvervecveeeecteeteites et s saes s s ss st ae s es e sass s s s b s s bessaesaesbessssansanes 172
Table 29. Toplcs to Start the Dialomue semmsssvmsssssvisscmsisssis s s s s oummpismmmg 196

xiii



BENEATH THE SURFACE

This volume is dedicated to Doreen Cooper, Karl Gurcke, and Catherine Spude.
Their unflagging interest in telling the stories of Skagway has given me an opportunity to retell a
few of them here.
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Abstract

Over the last 30 years, National Park Service archeologists have been engaged in research and
fieldwork on the buildings and lots managed by Klondike Gold Rush National Historical

Park and included within the boundaries of a National Historic Landmark. The results of this
testing have been a 10-volume series of published reports and numerous unpublished reports.
They document the town’s colorful past as it settled down from its heyday and became a tourist
destination and a transportation hub. Over 100,000 artifacts, including nails; glass bottles

that once contained liquor, medicine, and food; cans and ceramic food service items; and an
interesting and eclectic assortment of personal artifacts comprise the archeological collections
of the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park. The analysis and interpretation of these
artifacts bring life to the pages of early Skagway history and complement what we have learned
from other documentary sources. This volume is a synthesis of the historical archeological
literature on Skagway, presented within the larger context of archeology in National Historic
Landmarks on the Western mining frontier.
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