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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

This report constitutes the ninth volume in a
series of reports on archeological investigations
in Skagway, Alaska. It covers the Pantheon
Saloon Complex located in the Klondike Gold
Rush National Historical Park. The recon-
struction and restoration of the Pantheon Sa-
loon Complex marks the last large-scale project
for the Klondike Gold Rush Park, which has
restored 15 buildings in 20 years. All the build-
ings are in the Skagway and White Pass District
National Historic Landmark. The restored
gold rush buildings are in the Skagway Historic
District (figure 1). All archeology conducted in
the Skagway and White Pass District National
Historic Landmark was done in compliance
with section 106 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act. Figure 2 is the base archeological
map for Skagway. Before restoration could be-
gin, it was the job of Park Service archeologists
to research, plan testing operations, and if nec-
essary mitigate the impacts to the archeological
record that would be caused by restoration.

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
was authorized by Congress in 1976 to com-
memorate the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-
1898. Skagway was (and still is) a transportation
hub into the interior of Canada and Alaska. By
1900, a narrow gauge rail line was completed to
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Canada. White-
horse is located slightly more than 100 miles

to the north. Once in Whitehorse, riverboats
transported miners and equipment to the gold-
fields of Dawson, Fairbanks, and then Nome by
way of the Yukon River.

The Klondike Gold Rush was a worldwide
event and made Skagway, for a short time, very

cosmopolitan. Skagway boomed for about
four years until late 1901 or early 1902.
After the rush, the population sharply de-
clined from a peak of 8,000 to 10,000 and
except during World War II never rose to
much more than §oo people. The econ-
omy of Skagway has been based on two
industries, railroads and tourism. After the
rush, the railroad moved mining materials
and ore, however, on a much smaller scale.
Tourism played a small role in the economy
of Skagway until the introduction of the
National Park Service. The tourist indus-
try now dominates the Skagway economy,
perhaps in a much larger way than the
railroad ever did.

Although the Pantheon Saloon Complex
was not on the original park list of build-
ings to acquire, it was preserved for several
reasons (Norris 1996:165). The eastern
facade of the Pantheon Saloon is one of
only two examples of an idiosyncratic ar-
chitectural style that uses locally abundant
material, driftwood and cobblestones, and
incorporates them into the facade. The
original structure was also built in the earli-
est days of the gold rush, and the facade
provides an opportunity to save some of
that legacy. Finally, the building is dis-
tinctive because it was never moved from
its original location, unlike so many other
buildings in Skagway. The implication for
the archeologist is that potentially intact
deposits would be found at the site.

General background information regarding
the geography, geology, flora, fauna, human

Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex 1
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prehistory, and history can be found in Ad-
ams and Brauner (1991), Blee (1983, 1988), and
Rhodes (1988). In-depth treatment of the
history of the Pantheon will be given in the
next chapter. Studies were conducted for the
faunal, macrobotanical, and pollen material.
Each report is included as an appendix and is
on file with Klondike Gold Rush Park.

Project Background

The Pantheon Saloon Complex is composed
of two buildings. The building on the north
is referred to as the Pantheon Saloon, and
the building to the south is referred to simply
as the Wood Shop as it served that function
from the early 1980s until 1996. Once the
Pantheon Complex is restored, it will serve
two purposes. The second floor is desig-
nated as curatorial storage and offices for
the curator and staff. The first floor will be
leased back to the public for retail business.
The Pantheon Saloon is being restored to its
appearance of 1905-1907. The plans for the
Wood Shop called for its total removal for
several reasons. The building was not his-
torically significant, was poorly constructed,
and was not commercially viable. The new
building will be constructed in the style of
the former gold rush era building.

The major construction impact to the ar-
cheological resource was from the instal-
lation of foundations under both buildings
and the excavation of a utility corridor in
order to install new sewer and water lines.
Although preliminary testing was started in
1987, it was limited to four excavation units
around the perimeter of the building. A
comprehensive plan for testing and removal
of endangered deposits was completed in
early 1995 (Kardatzke 1995). Intensive test-
ing started in 1995 in the parking lot south
of the Pantheon and under the floor of the

CHAPTER 1: Introduction

Pantheon. Significant remains were found
and removed. In 1996, the utility corridor
was excavated as well as below the floor of
the Wood Shop building. Restoration of the
Pantheon and removal of the Wood Shop
started in 1997, and during the monitoring
process more significant remains were found
and removed.

Research Goals

A large portion of the archeology completed
in Skagway was done to comply with section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
Section 106 is designed to protect the cultural
resources from modern development and to
have archeological issues recognized in the
beginning stages of construction. Unfortu-
nately, this type of work is rarely research
driven. The research goals or themes for this
project are derived from the archeological
assessment of Skagway completed by Ad-
ams and Brauner (1991). The National Park
Service developed a set of 34 themes that
encompassed all of American history (Adams
and Brauner 1991:41). Of these, only 17 relate
to Skagway (Bearss 1970). From the original
seventeen, Adams and Brauner (1991) devel-
oped 12 archeological research themes for
Skagway. Not all of these were pertinent for
the Pantheon Complex, but six of the themes
were found broad enough for the collected
data set. The six themes are as follows:

1. Compare the material remains with those
from other archeological investigations
in order to increase our knowledge and
understanding of the social interaction
and economic similarities and differences
in early twentieth century Skagway.

2. Examine and characterize how the mate-
rial remains increase our knowledge and
understanding of the similarities and dif-
ferences between gender roles and ethnic
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groups during and after the gold rush.

3. Examine and characterize how the mate-
rial remains increase our knowledge and
understanding of the level of interaction
between Skagway and world markets.

4. Increase our knowledge and under-
standing of environmental change in
Skagway before, during, and after the
gold rush by examining floral and faunal
remains recovered from general excava-
tions and privy or dump sites.

5. Increase our knowledge and under-
standing of the diet and general health of
the people in Skagway during and after
the gold rush.

6. Use the material remains to aid the park
interpretive staff in describing to the gen-
eral public everyday life during and after
the gold rush period.

These themes provide the context for or-
ganizing and discussing the collected data.
How the data are classified and categorized is
determined in large part by the implied ques-
tions from the themes.
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Introduction

The Pantheon Saloon Complex is on Block
27, Lot 1in the town of Skagway, Alaska. It
is in the Skagway Historic District, which
is encompassed by the Skagway and White
Pass District National Historic Landmark.
A brief lot history and architectural study
of the Pantheon Saloon Complex is in the
Historic Structures Report: Ten Buildings
(HSR) (Blee et al. 1984). Figure 1, in chap-
ter 1, shows the location of the Pantheon
Saloon Complex in Skagway.

The Skagway townsite was platted by Frank
Reid in early August 1897. The town is
divided into blocks 300 feet x 220 feet on
aside. The blocks are subdivided into 12
equal-sized lots (100 feet north-south and
50 feet east-west), divided by a 20-foot
wide alley running east-west through the
center of each block. Lots 1and 2 of Block
27 were located or claimed early in the gold
rush. Lot 1was located by Dr. Emil Pohl
on August 10, 1897 (State of Alaska Deed
and Lot Locator Records, Skagway, Alaska
1897), and Lot 2 by Lance Burdon on the
same day (State of Alaska Deed and Lot
Locator Records, Skagway, Alaska 1897)
(table A-1).

Lot 1: 1897-1902 (north half of the
north half)

Hotel Rosalie

In August 1897, the Hotel Rosalie was
constructed on the northeast corner of Lot

1 (the north half of the north half of Lot 1)
(figure 3). The hotel was a “flop house,” a
one- to two-night stopover for miners on
their way to the goldfields in Dawson. A
historic photograph shows a wooden sign
with the hotel name hung over the front
door projecting out over the boardwalk
(figure 4). The hotel measured roughly 18
feet x 30 feet and was built directly on the
ground without a substantial foundation

or pier supports. The hotel most likely had
only one stove in the center of the structure
(Blee et al. 1984, figure 4). Various pieces of
the north roofline and wall are preserved in
the present-day structure. During the res-
toration of the roof, the hole for the stove-
pipe was found where historic photographs
showed it to be. The walls were construct-
ed with vertical boards and battens. On the
north wall was one window and possibly
one door or another window. On the east
wall were double doors in the center with
four sets of windows. Figure 5, a later pho-
tograph from 1898 or 1899, shows the east
facade as it would have appeared during
the Hotel Rosalie occupation.

By examining the extant portions of the
original roofline and later incorporated
construction, it was possible to make a
cut-away drawing showing the interior
construction of the building (figure 6).
Each set of rafters had one cross-brace, at-
tached high in the apex of the roofline. In
documenting the building prior to restora-
tion, nails were found on the interior sides
of the rafters and cross-braces. This is an
indication that some kind of sheathing was
used, possibly to help insulate the room.
No indications were found that the space
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had been subdivided into individual rooms
by partition walls. The ceiling at its high-
est measured roughly 14 feet. Considering
how the bracing in the roof is attached, it
would have been difficult to create rooms
without wasting valuable space. An ad-
vertisement for the hotel appeared in the
Skaguay News on October 15,1897. The
advertisement noted that the hotel had
“Comfortable rooms; First-class meals,
and lady cooks.” (Skaguay News 15 October
1897 1:1). Perhaps the hotel was divided into
rooms using sheets hung on rope, thereby
leaving no substantial evidence. The hotel
business, but not the structure, was moved
soon thereafter to a barge near the beach.

It is unknown if Dr. Pohl was the owner
and operator of the Hotel Rosalie. Al-
though it is not certain, the owner of the
Hotel Rosalie probably leased the land and/
or building from Dr. Pohl. No deed record
exists regarding the sale of any portion of
Lot 1, by Dr. Pohl. However, in late 1898,
Mrs. Annie Clayson sold the hotel portion
of land on Lot 1 to Ann L. Beveridge (State
of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator Records,
Skagway, Alaska 1898). Perhaps the deed
transaction involving Dr. Pohl and Mrs.
Clayson was not recorded. Unfortunately,
other sources of information that could be
used to straighten out the deed mess, such
as tax records, were not kept until 1900 (ap-
pendixes A and B).

F. H. Clayson & Co. Clothier

The Hotel Rosalie was replaced by the
clothing outfitter, F. H. Clayson & Co.
sometime in late 1897 (figure 7). Itis
thought that during this time Mrs. Annie
Clayson owned the land if not the structure
(State of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator Re-
cords, Skagway, Alaska 1898). An 18-foot x
20-foot addition was added to the western
side. This addition conformed to the front
portion of the building. After the extension

was added, the building measured 18 feet x
50 feet. A painted canvas sign replaced the
wooden sign of the Hotel Rosalie (figure 8).
Information regarding the interior of the
building has not been found. A photograph
from the winter of 1897-1898 shows a small
shed or a large privy and a tent structure

on the southwest corner of Lot 1 (figure 8).
The structures appeared to face the Clay-
son Building. It is assumed that without
other substantial buildings in Lot 1, Clayson
& Company might have used the privy and
tent structure. The Clayson Clothier busi-
ness remained on Lot 1 through early 1898,
although the land was sold to Ann L. Bev-
eridge in October of 1898 (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,
Alaska 1898).

D.C. Brownell's Hardware Store

Don Carlos (D.C.) Brownell and his wife,
Ada, arrived in Skagway in late 1897. The
deed recording their purchase of the Clay-
son Clothier building was never located. A
deed transaction record did exist whereby
Mrs. Annie Clayson (widow) sold the
Clayson property to Ann L. Beveridge in
October of 1898. This information sug-
gests that the Brownells leased the building
during their stay in Skagway. The only time
the Brownells appear in the deed book
regarding the lot was in January 1898, when
they sold to Mrs. Elwood Fasel the south-
ern half of the north half of Lot 1 (State

of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator Records,
Skagway, Alaska 1898). Not surprising, no
records exist to support the Brownells’
ownership of the deed that was sold to
Mrs. Fasel.

It is thought that the store was vacant for

a short time before D.C. Brownell opened
his hardware store. A photograph from
that period shows the building without a
sign perhaps indicative of a vacancy (figure
9). When Brownell’s hardware store first
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‘s Hardware Store. Fasel Building is on the left, and the Hotel Seattle is on the right.

Figure 5: July 4, 1898, D.C. Brownell
Skagway City Museum, PC93.01.739

Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex
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opened, no apparent changes were made
to the exterior facade (figure 10). By the
spring of 1898, a covered lean-to was on
the south side of the building, possibly for
extra hardware stock (figure 5).

Around September 1898, Brownell ex-
panded and remodeled his store. The
newspaper stated that the building “looks
as neat and attractive as a cream chocolate
booth at a church fair” (Skaguay News 16
September 1898 3:1). The south wall was
either removed or moved back flush against
the north wall of the Pioneer store. In
order to create the ceiling joists, two 2-inch
x 6-inch rough-cut boards were nailed and
lag-bolted together to make the new build-
ing width (figure 6). Observations from
the remaining roof show that the sill plate
from the former south wall was left in place
to rest on top of the ceiling joists. From
the apex of the hardware store extending
over to the apex of the Pioneer store a new
roofline was created. Shiplap planking
was cut for bracing the ceiling joists to the
rafters of the hardware store. From the in-
ner apex of the old roofline 1-inch x 3-inch
boards were extended straight down as ad-
ditional braces for the ceiling joists. These
boards resembled the battens used for the
exterior walls. Tongue-and-groove floor-
ing was nailed to the bottom of the ceiling
joists to create the new ceiling.

The main entrance was a double door
entryway on the northeast corner of the
building (figure 11). Large plate glass win-
dows were added on each side of the entry
doors. The board and batten exterior was
covered by shiplap siding. A door on the
south side of the east facade was added for
access into the area that was covered by the
renovation.

Four months later the newspaper men-
tioned that Brownell was again expand-

ing. In the style typical for the time, the
newspaper described the remodeling as
follows, “As grows and flourishes the green
bay tree, likewise also grows and flourishes
the hardware business of D.C. Brownell...”
(Skaguay News 13 January 1899 5:2). The
exact nature of the flourishing is unknown.
It is possible that the changes made in
September occurred in two phases instead
of just one.

During the time that D.C. Brownell and his
wife, Ada, were in town, they were very ac-
tive in the community. Mrs. Brownell was a
member of the Christian Endeavor Society
as well as the Y M.C.A. camera club (Daily
Alaskan 6 February 1901 1:3). She was a
frequent traveler to their former home in
San Francisco. Their son D.C. Brownell Jr.,
usually accompanied her (Daily Alaskan

23 December 1898 3:1, 30 May 1899 4:2, 21
June 1902 1:6). She had several paragraphs
devoted to one trip she made that covered
6,000 miles in 28 days. She visited the
Buffalo exposition in New York state and
several universities in Illinois (Daily Alas-
kan 26 June 1901 4:3).

D.C. Brownell supported the fire depart-
ment with donations on several occasions
(Daily Alaskan 4 February 1900 3:1, Skaguay
News 6 January 1899 5:5). He was involved
in purchasing new fire hoses and paying for
the installation of a fire hydrant on the cor-
ner of 4% Avenue and Broadway (Skaguay
News 23 September 1898 4:2, 18 November
1898 2:1). In early 1899, the newspaper
published an excerpt from a letter that
Brownell wrote for a trade publication,
“Iron Age of New York” The letter sang
the praises of Skagway especially as an out-
fitter for the new Atlin Mining District. He
described Skagway as having “...two daily
and one weekly newspaper, 5000 people
and no policemen, one church, an empty
jail and about 40 or 50 saloons (Skaguay

12 Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex
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Figure 10: Skagway Overview, June 1898. (KLGO SO-10/4) Alaska and Polar Regions Department, Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Barr Collection, Accession #76-151-40
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News 20 January 1899 3:1). He also dabbled
in politics. He wrote an article supporting
McKinley in the 1900 election (Daily Alas-
kan 1 November 1900 1:3,4). His son con-
tinued the tradition and served as mayor of
Seward for nine years and was a senator in
the third division for several terms (Anchor-
age Daily Times, 2 July 1952 1:2). In October
1902, the newspaper reported that D.C.
Brownell had left Skagway for Valdez, and
his wife would follow as soon as the store
and household were packed (Blee et al,
1983:374; Daily Alaskan 23 October 1902 3:1).

Lot 1: 1897-1911, 1916 (south half of the
north half)

Fasel’s Paint and Wallpaper Store

Directly to the south of Brownell’s hard-
ware store, Elwood Fasel started construc-
tion of the Pioneer Paint and Wallpaper Co.
in January 1898. The building was two sto-
ries and measured roughly 30 feet on a side
(figure 12). A historic photograph dated
September 10, 1898, shows a passenger train
with all of Block 27 behind. Directly above
the coal car is a painted sign with the name
“A.C. Fasel” (figure 13). Figure 14 is an out-
line drawing of the building footprints in
Lots 1 and 2 for that period.

The Red Front General Merchandise
Store

Mrs. Fasel sold the deed to the land in-
cluding the Pioneer Paint and Wallpaper
store to Mrs. Katherine Moyer in the
middle of 1902 (State of Alaska Deed and
Lot Locator Records, Skagway, Alaska
1902). The Moyers sold general merchan-
dise and possibly hardware. The fagade
facing Broadway Street was painted red. A
new sign “THE RED FRONT,” proclaim-
ing the new name for the business, sat at
the very top of the false front. Three signs

CHAPTER 2: Site History

were placed on the second story of the fa-
cade. The left sign read, “MOYER WANTS
YOUR TRADE,” the center sign read “FOR
QUICK SALES - SMALL PROFITS - GIVE
USATRIAL - WE WILL SAVE YOU
MONEY;” and the right sign read “MOYER
GIVES A DEAL” (figure 15). An
awning covered the entire lower facade.

Sometime between 1905 and 1910, the Red
Front went through a small facade change.
The giant sign on top of the facade was
removed, along with the three signs on

the second story and the awning. A sign
projecting over the boardwalk from the
front wall was attached to a post that was
just beyond the boardwalk. The sign read
“DEPARTMENT STORE” and underneath
that “HARDWARE” (figure 16). The Red
Front was still in business, but perhaps
this reflected the general worsening of the
Skagway economy. In April 1911, Mr. and
Mrs. Moyer sold the Red Front and all of
Lot 2 to J. Anderson (State of Alaska Deed
and Lot Locator Records, Skagway, Alaska
1911). Tax records corroborate the transfer
of property (Skagway City Tax Records).

Picture Palace Movies

In 1916 a newspaper article stated that the
Red Front was being renovated for the
future home of the “Picture Palace Movies”
(Daily Alaskan 27 April 1916 4:1). Another
article stated that George Mowl was pro-
prietor of the Palace Movies Theater. It
went on to say that Mr. Mowl had been in
the theater business in Skagway for over
two years (Daily Alaskan 23 September 1916

1:4).

Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex 17
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Figure 12: Building Configuration from April to June 1898 (Drawn by T. Kardatzke)
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Lot 1: 1902-1917 (north half of the
north half)

Pantheon Saloon

J.F. Anderson purchased the deed for the
north half of the north half of Lot 1 from
the Alaska & Northwest Territories Trading
Company in July 1903 (State of Alaska Deed
and Lot Locator Records, Skagway, Alaska
1902). The company originally supported
the founder, Captain William Moore and
his son Ben, during the 1880s before the
rush. The company was also partners in
the suit against the people of Skagway for
trespassing on the Moores’ claim. The
Moores and the trading company won
their claim and were awarded 25 percent of
the assessed value of the land taken from
them. Mrs. Ann Beveridge, who previ-
ously owned the land, most likely turned

it over rather than pay the 25 percent. L.
Beveridge was on record from 1900 to 1902
as paying taxes on the Brownell portion of
Lot 1 (table B-1). J.F. Anderson took over
the taxes starting in 1903.

In late May 1903, Anderson began to re-
model the former hardware store for busi-
ness as the Pantheon Saloon. Anderson
received help from Charles Walker (who
created the driftwood facade of the A.B.
Hall a block south) in creating a unique
design for the Pantheon exterior. Smooth
cobbles were set in mortar to a height of
about three feet from the ground. Two
driftwood logs and numerous smaller
pieces were used to finish the design of
the eastern facade. The corner entry was
removed and double doors were put on
the east. In the interior of the building, the
bar occupied nearly the entire south wall,
and slot machines lined the north wall. A
small gem display was near the northeast
corner by the door. An eight-foot partition
was constructed on the west side of the
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saloon in order to create a semi-secluded
back room. The partition did not go all
the way to the ceiling and was topped by
ornamental trim. A door to Fourth Avenue
was cut in the western side of the north
wall. This allowed reputable women to
enter the back room and not be seen by the
regular patrons, however, a woman seen in
the main room of a saloon was considered
a prostitute. The back room also served as
a card room for gambling (Blee et al. 1984).

In June 1903, Anderson applied for a liquor
license and the Pantheon Saloon had its
official opening on July 3, 1903 (Blee et al.
1984:368; Daily Alaskan 5 June 1903 1:3, 27
June 1903 1:6, 3 July 1903 4:1, Alaska Daily
Guide 24 October 1903). The newspaper
article that announced the opening also
stated that the proprietors were Jack Peter-
son & Co. and Harry “Tuck’ Flaherty (Daily
Alaskan 3 July 1903 4:1). On July 13, 1903, J.
Anderson received the deed for the Pan-
theon from the Alaska & Northwest Ter-
ritories Trading Company (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,
Alaska 1902). In September 1904, George
Sullivan bought Jack Peterson’s interest in
the Pantheon Saloon, and Harry Flaherty
retained his interest in the saloon (Daily
Alaskan 9 Sept. 1904 1:5). By April 1905 the
Pantheon Saloon was near bankruptcy and
was bought by John Gage & Co. (Alaska
Daily Guide 25 April 1905 1:3). He remained
proprietor only until June when he severed
his connections with the Pantheon (Daily
Alaskan 13 June 1905 1:6). A photograph

of the Pantheon Saloon sometime in 1905
showed the sign with a small shingle un-
derneath that read “J. ANDERSON PROP”
The shingle could have been put up after
John Gage pulled out of the saloon (figure

15).

In September 1907, J.FE. Anderson made
extensive changes to the Pantheon Saloon

Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex 21
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Figure 16: Pre-1910 Photograph of Broadway. Pantheon and Red Front are on the left. (KLGO B1-98/1185)

Yukon Archives, H.C. Barley Collection, #5011
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(Daily Alaskan 6 September 1907 4:1). The
changes he made were unknown, but most
likely the 20- foot wide (E-W) by 23-foot
long (N-S) second story was added to the
west side of the building. The addition was
allegedly used as a residence for Anderson
except when his wife infrequently visited
town. When Anderson was away, the room
was used as a “gentlemen’s club room

or card room.” (Blee et al. 1984) Itis not
known if the term gentlemen’s club room
was a euphemism for prostitution since
wall shadows in the second story indicated
that the space was divided into at least two
small rooms, perhaps more. The first lay-
ers of wallpaper were very elaborate with
bright colors, bordering on garish. The
common practice of the time must have
been to turn a blind eye to the laws that
barred women from saloons as long as the
violations were not flagrant. This explains
the semi-enclosed partition and a separate
entrance that concealed the identity of
persons coming in the rear door. The stair-
way leading to the second floor was placed
directly in front of the rear door and glass
lights were placed in the stairs in order to
view patrons coming and going. Presum-
ably this was done for security. With the
available evidence, it can be assumed that
some kind of illegal activity was occurring
on the second floor.

Anderson acquired the Red Front building
from the Moyers in early 1911, and presum-
ably, the space was used for storage. The
1914 Sanborn does show the expanded Red
Front building, and it is labeled as storage
(figure 17). Power company records show
that the Pantheon was continuously listed
from December 1910 to November 1916. In
December 1916, a note in the records states
that the Pantheon account had been trans-
ferred to the personal account of ].F. An-
derson. The last listing for either the Pan-
theon Saloon or J.F. Anderson was October

15, 1917 (Skagway City Records). Figure 17
shows the configuration of the buildings as
they appeared in the 1914 Sanborn Insur-
ance map of Skagway.

In September 1915, the Daily Alaskan
reported that Jack Anderson had struck

it rich in Iditarod (Daily Alaskan 21 Sep-
tember 1915 4:4). The article stated that
Anderson and his partner, Frank

Finn, made over $30,000 in five years of
mining. Finn worked as a janitor for the
local railroad. Anderson was referred to

as an old-timer of Skagway, who was in the
liquor business with ‘Flick’ Flaherty at the
Pantheon Saloon. This information con-
flicts with earlier articles stating that Harry
‘Tuck’ Flaherty was in the saloon business
with Anderson. Census data from 1910
shows that ‘Flick’ and “Tuck’ were brothers.
Neither brother appears in the 1900 or 1920
census (U.S. Census). Without a different
corroborating source the identity of Ander-
son’s saloon partner will remain a mystery.

On May 25, 1916, the citizens of Skagway
voted not to renew liquor licenses (Spude
et al. 1993:92). The town was to go dry by
late August 1916. Later in June 1916, the
people of Alaska voted for the prohibition
of alcohol (Daily Alaskan 7 June 1916 1:2).
On Saturday, November 235, 1916, three men
including J.F. Anderson were arrested for
bootlegging (Daily Alaskan 27 November
1916 1:2). The charge was selling alcohol
without a license. Special agent George
Naud, under the direction of Governor
J.E.A. Strong, conducted the investigation.
After a short deliberation the jury returned
guilty verdicts against the three men (Daily
Alaskan 4 December 1916 1:2). Anderson
accepted a bargain whereby he would
change his plea to guilty and in exchange
the charges would be dropped (Daily Alas-
kan 5 December 1916 1:2). The judge fined
Anderson $8o0 because he was a long time
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CHAPTER 2: Site History

saloonkeeper who was well aware of the
law (Daily Alaskan 6 December 1916 I:2).

Sometime after the trial, Anderson in-
stalled large plate glass windows on the
front side of the building hoping to convert
the Pantheon Saloon into a more attrac-
tive building for business (Daily Alaskan
27 September 1917 1:5). The lack of infor-
mation after prohibition indicates that
Anderson’s efforts to stay in business were
unsuccessful. In the mid-1920s, Anderson
rented the saloon building to George and
Louis Rapuzzi (Blee et al. 1983:370). The
Rapuzzis removed all the saloon furniture
and installed museum type materials in
order to attract more tourist traffic. The
museum was open for an unknown length
of time.

Lot 1 (north half) and Lot 2: 1917-1945

In October 1940, Mrs. H.C. Lee went
before the city tax assessor and requested
that her taxes for the north 1/2 of Lot 1

be substantially reduced (Skagway City
Minutes 28 October 1940). Unfortunately
deed records do not exist for either sale or
purchase of the land and improvements to
Mrs. Lee, although the minutes clearly stat-
ed that Mrs. Lee had recently purchased
the property. If the request was based on

a change in the land improvements, which
the minutes suggest, then it can be assumed
that the Fasel/Red Front building had been
demolished. Taxes were paid by Archie Lee
in 1941 for the previous year’s amount, but
Anderson is on record as paying taxes for
the north 1/2 of Lot 1 for the next two years.
In 1942 Anderson paid the lesser amount of
taxes that was requested by Mrs. Lee back
in 1940 (Skagway City Tax Records 1940).

The exact fate of the Fasel/Red Front
building has always been unclear. The

tax information indicated that sometime
before 1940 the building was demolished.
A comparison of three photographs taken
roughly 10 years apart provides some visual
evidence of the demolition. One photo-
graph was taken before 1926, and it shows
all five buildings on Lot 1 (figure 18). The
second photograph was taken after 1926
from roughly the same angle. When com-
pared to the first photograph, the false
front of the Fasel/Red Front is missing (fig-
ure 19). The third photograph taken in 1934
is an overview from an airplane (figure 20).
This photograph also shows a dark shadow
where the Fasel/Red Front building should
have been. There was a period of roughly
16 years from 1926 to 1942 when the tax
records show no improvements to the land.
After such a long period, it is doubtful that
any useful portion of the Red Front build-
ing would have been left to incorporate
into the new building.

Skagway was inundated with soldiers dur-
ing World War II. In May 1943, John An-
derson sold the north half of Lot 1 and all
of Lot 2 to Louis Rappuzzi (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,
Alaska 1914). Rappuzzi immediately rented
or leased to a saloon man from Juneau who
reopened the Pantheon for the influx of
army personnel. A 50-foot x 21-foot shed
was added to the south of the Pantheon,
where Fasel’s building formerly sat. This
addition was perhaps as tall as 1 1/2 stories
in order to match the height of the Pan-
theon.

A 10-foot x 46-foot shed was attached to
the west side for liquor storage and gam-
bling purposes (Blee et al. 1984:370-371).
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1926 View of Broadway. Arrow points to vacant area. (KLGO B1-35/147) Yukon Archives, Sleinne

Figure 19: Post-

Collection
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The west shed was small; the roof slanted
down toward the west and was less than
one full story tall (figure 21). Figure 221isa
1948 Sanborn insurance map of Skagway,
which shows the arrangement of buildings
after the war.

Lot 1 (north half) and Lot 2: 1945-pres-
ent

After the war, the business in Skagway
again dried up. Louis Rappuzzi and his
wife sold the expanded Pantheon property
and all of Lot 2 to James Patterson (State
of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator Records,
Skagway, Alaska 1914). Patterson removed
the bar paraphernalia and installed a kitch-
en, tables and booths for the Brown Derby
Restaurant (Blee et al. 1984 370). When
Patterson’s health began to fail, he sold the
restaurant to Joe and Felicia Braun in 1957
(State of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator Re-
cords, Skagway, Alaska 1914). The Brauns
owned a bakery in Petersburg, Alaska,
either before or during their venture in
Skagway. This information came from re-
ceipts found in the attic. The Brown Derby
was renamed Brownie’s Bakery (figure 23).
A concrete pad was installed in the south
addition for a bakery oven. Two bathrooms
were installed, one underneath the stair-
well and the other above in the second
story of the west addition. The two-story
west addition was turned entirely into liv-
ing quarters, and over the south addition a
second story was added for living quarters
(Blee et al. 1984:371).

In 1962, the Brauns purchased the south
half of Lot 1 from Robert Behnke and Sally
Skinner. The Brauns now owned all of
Lots 1and 2 of Block 27 (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,

Alaska 1915). Mr. Braun’s health started to
fail in 1973. The bakery was rented out to
Reno Zack and Elsie Ketchum, who con-
tinued the business. At this time murals

of the gold rush era were painted on the
interior of the north and west walls (Blee et

al. 1984:371).

In August 1974, the Brauns sold Lots 1 and
2 and a mobile home to Jack and Marjorie
Brown (State of Alaska Deed and Lot Loca-
tor Records, Skagway, Alaska 1977). The
Browns reopened the bakery after remod-
eling was complete. In the south addition
a false ceiling and a counter were installed,
dividing the space into a west baking area
and an east serving area. A door providing
access into the south addition was cut into
the eastern end of the dividing wall (Blee et
al. 1984:371). The cafe in the Pantheon por-
tion of the building was remodeled with the
addition of a drop ceiling. Holes were cut
in the old tongue and groove planks on the
ceiling to allow the shiplap siding to drop
down. The shiplap siding was used to sup-
port the 2-inch x 4-inch framework of the
new ceiling (figure 6). The cafe remained
open two years and at that point the cafe
and bakery were removed and the “Other
Red Onion Curio Shop” was opened in its
place (Blee et al. 1984:372) (figure 24).

On July 19, 1977, Lots 1 and 2 were sold to
Marie Allen Kallstrom (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,
Alaska 1977). Six days later on July 25, the
property was sold to the National Park Ser-
vice (State of Alaska Deed and Lot Loca-
tor Records, Skagway, Alaska 1977). In the
south addition, the Park Service removed
the bakery oven and false ceiling. Double
doors were installed in the south wall of the
south addition, and the roof was patched
and/or repaired as necessary.
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Figure 23: East View of Brownie’s Bakery. (KLGO B1-168/6129) National Park Service

Lot 1: South half, 1897-1911

Pacific Trading Company

Photographs taken during the winter
1897/1898 show two completed buildings
on the south end of Lot 1 (figure 25). The
most southern building for Lot 1 abutted
the public alleyway and measured roughly
25-30 feet on that side. On the east, it faced
Broadway and was 12 feet wide. The build-
ing was an A-frame construction with a
false front on the east side and was two sto-
ries tall. On the upper floor was the Pacific
Trading Company, and on the bottom floor
was a real estate agent. The sign for the Pa-
cific Trading Co. was at the top of the false
front and projecting over the boardwalk.
The real estate sign also projected over the
boardwalk but was located just over the
first story windows. Another sign hung just
below the real estate sign and advertised

“LUMBER - SHINGLES.” There were
three words below this, but they were illeg-
ible on the photograph (figure 25).

Rainier Hotel and Restaurant

The adjacent Rainier Hotel filled the entire
50-foot width (east-west) of the lot. It was
25 feet wide and was placed in the cen-

ter of the south half of Lot 1 (figure 12).
The building was a full two stories with a
peaked roof. The eastern side was covered
with a false front. Figure g shows the Rain-
ier Hotel under construction, and figure 25
shows the completed building. Soon after
its completion, a restaurant was opened in
the bottom floor. There was a large pile of
crates and barrels located approximately
where the Fasel building would stand. By
the fall of 1898 the real estate agent was
replaced by the Skagway Light & Power
Company (figures 15 and 26).
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Figure 24: Pantheon Building in 1977. (KLGO B1-33/1816) National Park Service.
(Photo by Richard Frear)

'y 4 - < SR Yty .

Figure 25: Skagway Late 1897, Rainier Building. (KLGO B1-157/5882) United States
Geological Survey, Photograph Library, A.H. Brooks Collection, #20
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Washington Libraries

Dr. Bloch, Dentist

Completing the row of buildings facing
Broadway, around July 1898, was a small
one-story building erected between the Fa-
sel and Rainier Hotel buildings. According
to the business directory, a Seattle dentist,
Constantine Bloch, was one of the first
occupants of the building (Clinton 1899:
133). Since tax records are not available for
this early time period, it was assumed that
all the businesses were leasing the property
from Dr. Pohl. After tax information began
to be recorded, the Pacific Trading Com-
pany is listed as the taxpayer for three years
from 1900 to 1902.

In 1899, Dr. Bloch left his building, which
was replaced, by a tailor shop (figure 27).

That same year the Pacific Trading Com-

pany either moved or changed its name

Figure 26: Skagway, October 3, 1898. (KLGO B1-15/270) Special Collections, University of

to the Pacific Coast Steamship Company.
Skagway Light and Power Company also
was gone in 1899 (figures 28 and 29). By
1904 or 1905 the south building no longer
had signs for businesses on the outside.

In 1904 or 1905, the Y.M.C.A. camera club
replaced the tailor shop (figure 15). The
Rainier hotel was still in business at that
time. The 1914 Sanborn Insurance map
shows several changes. First, the Y.M.C.A.
camera club had been replaced by a bar-
bershop. In addition, question marks
appear on top of the Rainier Building.
Last, an extra building appears behind the
south end building (figure 17).

Sometime in the 1940s, all three buildings
on the south half of Lot 1 were converted
to residences (figure 30). A hair salon was
in the bottom floor of the Rainier Building
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during the 1950s. All the buildings fell into
disrepair in the late 50s or early 60s. They
were demolished sometime in the early
1960s. This most likely occurred around
1963 when tax records show the improve-
ment value for the lot as $o (table B-1). The
deed for the land had been transferred the
year before, which consolidated all of Lots
1and 2 with one person (table A-1).

The tax records do show long periods of
stability for who was listed as taxpayer.
Either E.D. Wheelwright or the Dortero
family was listed from 1904 to 1936. A
deed transaction was not recorded for the
south half of Lot 1 until 1937. In 1937 the
land changed hands twice from Dortero to
William Flynn and then from Flynn to A.L.
Powell. Powell paid taxes on the land until
his death in 1952. The land was then sold to
S & B Joint Ventures. S&B Joint Ventures

paid taxes on the lot until 1963. The deed
record shows the land was actually sold in
1962 (State of Alaska Deed and Lot Loca-
tor Records, Skagway, Alaska 1915). Also in
1962, Robert Behnke and Sally Skinner (of
S&B ventures) sold the south half of Lot
1to Mr. and Mrs. Braun (State of Alaska
Deed and Lot Locator Records, Skagway,
Alaska 1915).

Lot 2

Hotel Seattle

There is a paucity of information about

this lot and what is available is confusing,.
Lance Burton located the lot on August 10,
1897 (State of Alaska Deed and Lot Locator
Records, Skagway, Alaska 1897). Historic
photographs show buildings on this lot at

v A‘j -
e
B i - e
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Figure 27: Winter of 1899 or 1900. (KLGO B1-21/240) Special Collections, University of

Washington Libraries

36 Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex



CHAPTER 2: Site History

e R

e - -

Figure 28: Skagway Street Scene, South Half of Lot 1. (KLGO B1-6/228) University of
California, Berkeley, Bancroft Library, Accession #1905.17109: 1953

the same time as the Hotel Rosalie (figure
8). The buildings fronted Fourth Avenue,
then called Bond Avenue. One of these
buildings housed the Hotel Seattle, which
was first mentioned in the Skaguay News
newspaper. J.D. Gass is listed as the propri-
etor (Skaguay News 5 November 1897 1:5).

G.F. Keinstra signed a deed transfer on
March 15, 1898, whereby all of Lot 2 went
to G.A. Upper for $2,500. For some un-
known reason, G.A. Upper is never again
involved in the deed history for Lot 2. Dur-
ing the period of March 22-23, 1898, four
deed transfers were signed. Jas. D. Gass
transferred the hotel and land in separate
transactions to Nina Dupras. The sale
prices were $750.00 and $800.00, respec-
tively. Both transfers were recorded on the
March 24. Two more transfers were signed
on March 22. Nina Dupras sold the land
and hotel back to Jas. D. Gass for the same

price; however, these transfers were not
recorded until June 24, 1898. Confusing the
chain of title, a deed transfer was signed

on June 7, 1898, involving Lance Burden,
quitclaiming the deed for $1.00 to Jas. D.
Gass. This transfer was also recorded on
June 24. “Lance Burden” could have been a
misspelling of “Lance Burton,” the original
lot owner. Itis unclear how Jas. D. Gass
received two deeds for the same plot of
land. On June 18, Jas. D. Gass sold Lot 2 to
Charles Moody for 81,200.00. This transfer
was also recorded on June 24 (table A-1).

Katherine Moyer came into possession of
Lot 2in 1904. Tax records show that the
improvement value of the land remained
steady. Information was not located con-
cerning the building use on Lot 2 from 1904
until 1911. In 1911 the lot was transferred to
J.E. Anderson, along with the Red Front
Building and property. The 1914 Sanborn
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Insurance map of Skagway shows a stor-
age shed and a small one-room dwelling
on Lot 2 that had not been seen in historic
photographs. According to the map, the
Pantheon Saloon used the old Hotel Seattle
as its liquor storage (figure 17). The tax
assessment remained the same until 1920,
when the land value was nearly doubled
and the improvement value was reduced
by almost half (table B-1). The tax assess-
ment was constant through 1936, when the
improvements were listed as $o0. From this
time forward, the land values fluctuated;
however, the improvement value never
changed from $o. In 1978, the park moved
a singlewide trailer onto Lot 2 for seasonal
employee housing and removed the trailer
in late 1980 (Norris 1996:187,254).

Hotel Seatle Annex
E lot 2
lot1
residence ?
Rainier Hotel
and Restaurant
2nd Floar
Fasel's
ity Tailor Pioncer Peint and
Compeny Shop ‘Wallpaper Store
| Cem— \— " \_—/

Broadway Strect

OTRAY Ty

Block 27, lots 1 & 2
1899

Photos B1-19, B1-21
B1-96, B1-67

0 S 50

Figure 29: Building Configuration in 1899 (Drawn by T. Kardatzke)
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Figure 30: South Half of Lot 1, June 24, 1953. (KLGO B1-169/6130) Anchorage Museum of
History and Art, McCutcheon Collection 18829-A
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All archeological testing and excavation
conformed to procedures established in
the KLGO Field Manual (Cooper 1995).
Excavation units were completed with
trowels and sometimes shovels or picks.
Small hand brooms were at times used

in loose soil or around delicate objects.
When large areas were cleared, a backhoe
was used to remove a large portion of the
overburden.

Excavation was by stratigraphic layer
where possible. Any stratigraphic layer
thicker than half a foot was excavated

in arbitrary levels of .3 foot. Arbitrary
levels thicker than .3 foot were usually
excavated during the demolition phase of
restoration, which required expediency.
In order to remain consistent with other
excavations in Skagway, measurements
were recorded in feet and tenths of a foot.

Artifacts were recovered using a dry
screen with Y4-inch hardware cloth mesh.
All cultural materials or byproducts were
collected, including visible faunal and
floral remains. When large quantities of
artifacts were present, such as thousands
of fragments of coal, charcoal, brick,
wood, eggshell, sheet metal fragments,

or ceramic spalls, only a one-liter sample
was saved. In the case of ceramics or
bottle glass, an effort was made to recover
as many diagnostic fragments as possible.
The artifacts were bagged in the field and
separated by material type.

All artifacts recovered were processed
and cataloged in accordance with the

Klondike Gold Rush Park Archeology
Laboratory Manual (Cooper and Sanders
1995). All ceramic and glass artifacts were
immersed in tap water for washing. All
other artifacts were dry-brushed. Extra
care was taken with the metal artifacts to
remove concretions, which allowed for
more accurate cataloguing. A few metal
artifacts that were deemed important were
sent away for conservation and stabiliza-
tion. Once the bone was catalogued it was
bagged separately from the other artifacts
and sent away for in-depth analysis (on file
at the park). For cataloguing purposes,
the artifacts were separated first into their
material categories and then by function.
Diagnostic elements such as bases, rims,
or seams were noted for determining the
minimum number of individual (MNI)
artifacts.

Two to three liter soil samples were taken
from excavation units for flotation. No
samples were taken from auger tests, only
from excavation units. The soils were then
floated in a modified 55-gallon drum. The
light fraction was captured using cheese-
cloth, while the heavy fraction was retained
with 1-mm mesh near the bottom of the
barrel. The light and heavy fractions were
then air dried and sorted by size, using
stacked mesh screens of differing size.
Because of time constraints, analysis was
not performed on these samples. Half-li-
ter bags and 2-0z - 3-0z vials of soil were
retained from the larger soil sample for
specialized chemical or microscopic plant
analysis. When a night soil or visible seed
deposit was located, a one-half liter soil
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sample was taken and retained (not pro-
cessed) for later analysis by outside macro-
floral experts. These samples were im-
portant for the recovery of seeds or pollen
that remained in the night soil deposits and
were taken when deemed necessary by the
crew chief or project archeologist.

Once an excavation unit was completed,
detailed soil profiles were drawn for each
wall. Soil types and Munsell colors were
recorded for each excavated layer or level.
Plan maps were drawn at the base of exca-
vated layers or levels to show artifact accu-
mulations or features. Plan maps were not
drawn at each level, only during the excava-
tion of a feature or other anomalies. Pho-
tographs also recorded the excavation unit
profiles and plan views. The photographs
were taken with a 33mm camera, using
color slide and black and white film. Flash
and extra lighting were used when the day-
light was inadequate for photographs.

The southwest property marker was the
primary datum for the site. All exterior
elevations were recorded from the pri-
mary datum. Since absolute mean sea level
elevations were not known, an arbitrary 20-
foot elevation was used for the southwest
property marker. The property marker was
chosen because it was the best fixed point
for viewing all the vacant areas around the
Pantheon Saloon Complex. The datum for
the building interiors was established off
the main datum with the transit positioned,
in line of sight to the property marker,
inside the buildings. All elevations were

taken with a standard transit and stadia rod.

The stadia rod was calibrated for engineer’s
scale, in tenths of a foot.

A grid composed of five-foot squares was
laid out over Lots 1 and 2. The purpose of
the grid system was for locating the posi-

tions of the auger test holes. The grid was
100 feet on a side and was aligned with the
lot lines. For labeling the squares, the Car-
tesian coordinate system was used. Each
square was labeled by its northwest corner
with the 0,0 point defined by the south-
east property marker. All auger holes and
excavation units then could be located by a
north and west coordinate.

The grid created a sample size of 400
squares each measuring five feet square. A
total of 51 squares were selected for auger
hole tests. The methods used for selecting
auger tests were random, where document-
ation or photographs were lacking, and
purposeful when historic records indicated
an early structure might have existed. It
was felt that these two methods used the
known record and gave leeway where no
historic record existed. In order to mark
the position of each auger hole, we used

a Brunton compass and two 100-foot tape
measures. One tape was used to mark the
lot line next to the alley, and the second
was placed perpendicularly to the first with
the aid of the compass. The auger holes
were marked in the center of each desig-
nated grid square. The preliminary auger
test was only conducted in the vacant areas
of Lots 1and 2. No excavated material was
retained from those test holes. The infor-
mation recorded included the depth of the
hole, number and type of artifacts, dates

of artifacts when possible, soil types, and
other disturbances. The purpose of the au-
ger test holes was to help determine where
the excavation units would be placed.

In most instances, excavated units were
smaller than the five-foot square grids. The
smaller units were faster to excavate, which
was important when trying to test a large
area. In some cases it was necessary to
expand excavations in order to determine
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the extent of features. In addition, with
the assistance of a backhoe, it was easier to
investigate a larger area without sacrificing
large blocks of time.
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Information on the geological setting, the
glacial history, the floral and the fauna of
Skagway has been reported in previous
publications and will not be duplicated
here (Rhodes 1988; Blee 1983, 1988; Yehle
and Lemke 1972). Lots 1 and 2 of Block 27
were located almost directly in the middle
of the valley on the east/west axis and in the
southern third of the valley on the north/
south axis (figure 1). Most of the sediments
are made of alluvial deposits from the
Skagway River. The sediments consist of
coarse sand, gravel, pebbles, and cobbles.
The cobbles and pebbles are rounded and
usually unsorted. Historically the lots were
within tens of feet of the extreme high tide
mark. Perhaps even before the gold rush
the lots were occasionally submerged by
the high tides. During excavations the wa-
ter table was below our deepest unit, which
was six feet below grade.

The soil descriptions and table that follows
discuss the natural and human-influenced
soil deposition. They, however, do not
include any features found in the soils. The
features were excluded because they had

a different depositional history from the
natural soil layers.

Layer A

Table 1 shows five stratigraphic layers were
present to varying extents across the site.
Layer A was a thick fill that was built up
over time by National Park Service (NPS)
restoration crews starting in 1978 (John
Warder, personnel communication 1995).
This was initially done to build up the

parking lot, which was prone to flooding.
The fill came from other restoration sites in
Skagway, such as the Depot and the Lynch
& Kennedy. This layer fully covered the
southern half of Lot 1 and a portion of Lot
2. Where the fill layer was encountered, the
soil and artifacts were usually discarded.

In one unit the artifacts were retained,
because there was not a clear interface
between Layer A and the next stratigraphic
layer down. The deposition of this layer
post-dates 1978; and even though older
artifacts were found, their data potential
was very low, owing to the mixed context
(table 1).

Layer A’

This designates the soil found under the
Pantheon Saloon Complex. These soils
were very dry and silty. This soil was not
related to the previous Layer A, but was the
topmost layer found under the Pantheon.
In some places it was characterized as a
very thick dust accumulation.

Layer B

Layer B was composed of mixed sand with
pebbles and cobbles. The transitional
interface between this layer and A was
sometimes difficult to discern, especially in
the parking lot area by the alley. The soil
color ranged from a dark, grayish brown to
very pale brown. This layer was also found
under the Pantheon. Artifacts contained
in this layer were mixed in age, although
because of the known start for the layer A
fill, this layer pre-dates 1978 (table 1).
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Layer C

This layer was found in the southeast cor-
ner of Lot 1 and the far southwest corner
of Lot 2. It was described as the last grassy
topsoil layer that existed before 1978;
however, it contained artifacts from dif-
ferent periods. The soil was a dark loamy
organic layer with tree and grass roots. The
soil color ranged from black to very dark
gray. The layer also pre-dates 1978, but no
terminus-post-quem (TPQ) date could be
determined (table 1).

Layer D

The soil for this layer was generally de-
scribed as very fine loamy sand with some
silt and organic material mixed into it. The
color was brown to light olive brown. This
layer also pre-dates 1978 and could rep-
resent sand left behind from very high tides
before and during the gold rush. The area
was still inundated periodically throughout
the gold rush era. The layer did contain
artifacts, but was possibly the soil encoun-
tered by the stampeders.

Layer G

This layer was used for designating glacial
outwash sediments. It always defined the
base of excavations. The soil was described
as coarse to very coarse sand, not sorted,
and with large cobbles. No artifacts were
recovered in this layer.
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Soil Description | Stratigraph- | Munsell Units Associated
ic Layer Dates
Coarse-very coarse A 2.5Y5/1-5/3 3NS0W-L.1,4N59W-L.1-2, | Recent fill
sand w/pebbles and gray/ grayish- 6N35W-L.1-2, 6N39W-
cobbles, unsorted brown/It. olive L.1, ION35W-L.1-2,
brown 10N39W-L.1, 13N92W-
L.1-3, 14N39W-L.1-2,
22N35W-L.1-3,30N39W-
L.1, 34N35W-L.1-2,
34N39W-L.1, 46N33.5W-
L.1,47N31W-L.1-2
Very dry silt Al 2.5Y 5/2 grayish | 8ON31W-L.1, 80N29W-L.1, | Pre-1978
brown 8ON27W-L.1, 8ON25W-L.1,
78N31W-L.1, 78N29W-L.1,
78N27W-L.1, 78N25W-L.1
Mixed sands w/ B 2.5Y4/2 dark 3N5S0W-L.2-4;6N35W- Pre-1978
pebbles and cobbles grayish brown; | L.3;10N35W-L.3-
10YR6/2 1t. 5;13N92W-L.3-5,7-8,10-12;
brownish gray; [ 14N39W-L.3-6; 22N35W-
10YR7/3 very L.3-4; 34N35W-L.2-4,
pale brown; 46N33.5W-L.2; 47N31W-
2.5Y2.5/1 black |L.5-7; 68N55W-L.1;
79N32W-L.1-2; TIN34W-
L.1; 79N37W-L.1-3;
8ON36W-L.1; 82N38W-
L.1-4;
Dark loam, organic C 7.5YR2.5/1 13N92W-L.1-2; 30N39W- | Pre-1978
layer, roots and root- black; 2.5Y4/2 L.2-3; 46N33.5W-L.3;
lets, old surface very dark gray 47N31W-L.4
Very fine-coarse, D 7.5YR3/4 dark 13N92W-L.6; 30N39W- Pre-1978
loamy sand, w/ brown; 2.5Y6/3 |L.4-5; 47N31W-L.3;
organics 1t. yellowish 68N55W-L.2-4; TON37TW-
brown; 2.5Y5/3 |L.4-10
It. olive brown
Coarse-very coarse G 2.5Y4/3-5/2-5/3- | all units Pre-1897
sand w/large cobbles, 6/2; 10YR3/2-5/
unsorted 2-5/3-6/4-17/2
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Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Com-
plex (PSC) began in 1987. During that
summer the Pantheon was one of several
buildings undergoing archeological inves-
tigations and only received a cursory explo-
ration. It was not until 1995 that large scale
testing and excavation began. The exca-
vations continued in 1996 and were com-
pleted in 1997 as restoration was started.

The archeologists in 1987 did not assign
feature numbers to the excavations. In 1995
the project archeologist and crew chief
decided to not go back and assign feature
numbers to the 1987 excavations. After
careful reading of the 1987 field notes and
review of the artifacts, it was decided to
designate the units from the south side to
the Wood Shop and the units from the west
to the Pantheon. The excavations of the
units are discussed below. In table 2, the
features recovered from 1995 through 1997
are described and information is provided
for provenience; soil coloring; soil descrip-
tion, related building, and possible func-
tion; and dating. The features are discussed
in depth in the text below.

Rather than discuss the investigations by
year, the excavations are grouped together
according to the building or area where
they occurred. The Pantheon Building will
be discussed first, followed by the Fasel/
Red Front Building, and finally the Rainier
Complex.

Hotel Rosalie/Clayson/Brownell/
Pantheon

1987

In 1987, Ray DePuydt from the Alaska
Regional Office conducted excavations at
numerous sites in Skagway. Three (3) units
were excavated on the west side of the shed
(Units 4, 4a, 5). The shed building was 10
feet wide by 60 feet long. Unit 4 was placed
near a depression in the ground adjacent
to the shed. The unit was 10 feet south of
the boardwalk on 4% Avenue (figure 31).
Unit 4 measured 5 feet east-west and 2.5
feet north-south. Unit 4a was the same size
as Unit 4 and was placed adjacent to the
north. The unit was established to explore
the extent of a privy found in Unit 4. An-
other Unit, 5, was placed to the north of 4a.
The unit was also used to explore a suspi-
clous privy-like depression.

Unit 4 - Pantheon

The surface layer was stratigraphically
excavated to remove the topsoil, no more
than 0.28 foot below the surface. The first
excavated level went down to 0.59 foot.
Five different colored soil layers were
identified at the base of the level. The lay-
ers were numbered and identified from
west to east. The first layer was very dark,
greasy, silty sand. The second layer was
light brown, very fine, loamy sand. The
third layer was a dark brown silty loam. The
fourth layer was gray, fine sand. The fifth
layer was a disturbed brown silty loam area
with a telephone wire-grounding rod. Few
artifacts were recovered from this level.
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Table 2: Feature Descriptions

Feature |Unit & Munsell Description/Related Dates
level Building
1 3N50W-L.1-7 10YR2/2 very dark Fine sand, sandy silt loam, dump Pre-1940
brown deposit, very high artifact concentra-
tion / Rainier ?
2 3N50W-L.1-2 75Y2.5/3 very dark Privy, excrement soil deposit, few ar- | Pre-1920
brown tifacts, high concentration of seeds,
non-structural / Rainier
3 93N57W-L.1 B-75YR5/6 strong Pea gravel cesspool, wood lined, well | Ca. 1930
brown sorted very coarse sand, pipe run-
ning into box / Pantheon
4 notused = | smmmmmmmmmme | e | e
5 4N59W-L.1-8 75YR5/2 brown Dump deposit, very high artifact Pre-1940
concen., mostly bones, sandy silt
w/some clay loamy, med.-fine grain
size / Rainier
6 46N335W-L.1- | 25Y3/2verydark Cobbles-boulders, 7 ft x 7 ft wood Post-1940
2; 47N31W grayish brown lined cesspool, no soil, hard-packed
soil outside feature / Rainier
7 46N335W-L1-2 | 2.5Y5/2 grayish Non-structural soil feature, shallow | Unknown
brown trench paralleling feat. 6, med. sand
poorly sorted loam/Rainier
8 67N24W Structural feature no associated soils, | 1898
4”x 4” posts / Fasel
9 63N27W Builder’s trench for water/sewer pipe | Unknown
/ Wood Shop
10 68Ns55W-L.1~3 | E-25Y4/2 dark gray- | Poorly sorted, pebbles and cobbles, | Unknown
ish brown, F&D-5/2 | cesspool, gray water box, structural
grayish brown, C-6/2 | soil feat / Wood Shop
It. brownish gray
11 22N35W-L.4-5 | 2.5Y7/1light gray Metal pipe, trench, soil feature, Unknown
pebbles and cobbles, coarse-medium
sand / Rainier
12 14N39W-L.1-3 | D-2,5Y6/2 light Structural gray water box, very Unknown
brownish gray coarse-fine sand, roots, poorly
sorted / Rainier
13 34N39W-L.1-2; | D-75YR4/1 dark Non-structural soil feat., med.-fine Post-1940
34N35W-L.1-2 | gray; G-7.5YR3/3 grain size with pebbles and cobbles
dark brown / Rainier
14 10N35W-L.1-5 K-10YR3/2 very Wood-lining, associated w/feats. 11 Gold rush
dark grayish brown; | and 16, fill w/pebbles and cobbles,
G-10YR5/4 yellowish | poorly sorted / Rainier
brown
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i
;
Feature |Unit & Munsell Description/Related Dates
level Building
15 6N35W-L.4-5 E-75YR4/3 brown Continuation of feature 14, divided Gold rush
by feature 11 / Rainier
16 6N35W-L3-6 C-10YR3/2 very dark | Installation trench for feature 12 / Unknown
grayish brown Rainier
17 6N39W L.1-2 B-10YR2/2 very dark | Fill pit on top of feature 12 / Rainier post 1950s
10N39W L.1-2 brown; F-10YR6/4
light yellow brown
18 19N34W Exposed in backhoe, Wooden box w/pipe connectors / Same as feat.
not excavated Rainier 11
19 75-76N 2.5Y4/2 dark grayish Trash dump, mostly whole beer bottles | 1940s
30-36W brown, not excavated / Pantheon
20 56N29W L.1-6 A/B (7.5YR2/1 dark Wood cribbing, foundation piers / Wood | Unknown
brown, 7.5YR4/2 Shop, possible Fasel
brown, 10YR3/1 v
dark gray, 10YRS/3
brown)
21 74.6-77.8N 33.2- | A-5Y2.5/1 black, B- Structural wood and artifact concen- Pre-1920
359WL.1-11 2.5Y6/2 light brownish | tration privy w/excrement soil, CRM
gray, C-10YR3/1 very | marker at base of feature / Pantheon,
dark gray, D-5YR2.5/2 | possible Brownell
dk reddish brown, E-
2.5Y3/2 very dk gray-
ish brown, F-7.5YR3/3
dk brown
22 79N37W L.1-2 K-10YR2/2 very dark | High artifact concentration very loose Pre-1920
brown ashy soil / Pantheon
23 82-100N, 38W; B-2.5Y4/2 weak red Water pipe with trench and wood crib- | @1905-1916
81-82N, 30-38W bing / Pantheon
(L-shaped)
24 80-82N, 32-36W | C-10YR3/1 very dark | Structural wood and artifact concentra- | 1904-1909
L.23 gray, K-5YR2.5/2 dark | tion privy / Pantheon
reddish brown, L-lime
chunks
25 85-95N, 40-45W Dispersed artifacts west of feat. 23 / @1897-1940
Pantheon
26 90N46W 5YR2.5/2 dark reddish | Artifact concen. 1000s of bottle caps 1903-1945
brown, 7.5YR4/4 and gambling paraphernalia, sampled
brown CRM at base / Pantheon
27 71-74.5N, 46.5- 1-10YR2/1 black, 2- Wood lined trash midden 1000s of Gold rush
48.5W 2.5Y6/2 light brownish | windowpane fragments, 2 small casks
gray , 3-7.5YR 6/8 / Fasel
reddish yellow
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The second level was excavated mostly

on the east side of the unit. The soil layers
became more homogenous with depth. The
grounding rod disturbance was still present
in the northeast.

In order for the unit to measure a uniform
1-foot below unit datum, only the west side
was excavated in Level 3. The soil was char-
acterized as dark, coarse, silty sand with
cobbles and contained a large quantity of
artifacts of recent age.

Level 4 was excavated to a depth of 1.5 feet
below the unit datum. The soil color and
type remained constant from the end of
Level 3. A cast iron stove part and a rotting
wooden board were found beneath a small
patch of silty clay in the south wall.

The soil layer continued in Level 5, al-
though a darker more compact soil was
found in the eastern portion of the unit.
The silty clay lens on the south wall was
removed to expose light- colored, coarse
sand and decomposed rocks, characteristic
of the river deposits. The soil disturbance
from the grounding rod was totally re-
moved at the base of the level.

In Level 6 the soil in the western portion of
the unit was disturbed. The soil was de-
scribed as very dark, coarse sand with cob-
bles and was loosely compacted. During
excavations in the northeast corner, about
2-3 inches above the base of Level 6, a small
hole developed in the floor of the unit. The
hole was approximately 4-6 inches in diam-
eter. Clearing the soil down to the base of
Level 6 revealed a box outline composed
of rotting wood. The lumber measured
roughly o0.75 inch-1.0 inch wide. A large nail
was found in a vertical post timber. Based
on the available evidence at the time, the
cribbed area was designated a privy. At the
base of the level, in the western portion of
the unit, lighter colored sand with fewer

CHAPTER 5: Excavation Summary

cobbles was found. Most artifacts came out
of the dark, coarse sand.

In Level 7 the light, sandy soil noted in

the west covered at least half the unit.

The privy was not excavated, only the 3
feet west of the privy was excavated. The
artifacts recovered from the level had a
wide range of dates based on the age of the
bottle glass (circa 1880 to 1930). A 0.75-inch
diameter metal water pipe was protruding
from the north wall near the privy.

Level 8 was excavated to 3.5 feet below the
unit datum. The soil near the west wall cov-
ering a ceramic sewer pipe (figure 32). The
builder’s trench was only 1-2 inches larger
than the pipe itself. In the northeast corner
of Level 8 another ceramic sewer pipe was
found. This second pipe ran northwest to
southeast. Since the privy was not exca-
vated, it was unknown how much, if any, of
the privy was disturbed by the installation
of the pipes. The excavations were stopped
to open another unit to the north and de-
lineate the western edge of the privy.

Unit 4a - Pantheon

The main purpose of this unit was to
expose the west wall of the privy found in
Unit 4 (figure 31). The first level revealed
much the same as its counterpart. In the
second level, a widely spaced row of bricks
was found in the north wall (figure 32).
Excavation was stopped before the 0.5-
foot thick level was completed. A dark,
coarse sand cobble layer was encountered.
The soils in the west half of the unit were
thought to have been naturally deposited,
based on the lack of artifacts and the un-
disturbed soil in the eastern half. The soil
in the east half of the unit was light colored,
fine sand that was removed down to the
base of Level 2, which was one foot below
the unit datum. The stratigraphy in the east
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appeared to be sloping down to the west
toward the privy.

Level 3 was excavated only in the west to
bring the whole unit down to one foot
below the datum. It was noted that a large
quantity of artifacts was recovered from
this level.

As a whole the artifacts were mixed in age.
Level 4 was another o.5-foot thick layer.
Nothing was noted except the presence of
a dark brown soil on the west and a light
brown soil on the east. Both were loosely
compacted with coarse sand and cobbles.
Level 5 was noted as another cultural layer.
In the northwest corner a concentration

of cast iron stove parts were found. Also,
decomposing wood was scattered through-
out the level. In this unit, contact with the
privy was established in Level 6. The notes
state that the soil around the privy was
undisturbed, dark, and organic. There was
an apparent break in the soil just west of
the privy that was associated with the sewer
line that ran diagonally past the privy at a
lower level.

In Level 7, a loosely compacted soil covered
most of the unit except the privy. More

of the stove was exposed in the level as

well as wooden timbers and sheet metal

in the northwest corner. A galvanized pipe
protruded from the south wall of the unit
toward the direction of the privy, but the
notes indicate that the pipe stopped short
of actually entering the privy.

Both sewer pipes were uncovered in Level
8. The pipe that ran diagonally through the
unit missed the southwest edge of the privy
by inches. The soil over the whole of the
unit was disturbed with coarse sands and
cobbles and was loosely compacted. The
notes indicate for the first time that a strong
odor was coming from the privy. Also one

of the ceramic pipes began to leak and
required a patch before excavation could
continue. None of the pipes encountered
was active at the time. Artifacts were scarce
in the soil layer.

The last two levels were excavated in the
triangular area between the diagonal sewer
pipe and the privy, in the northeast corner
of the unit. The soil in the area was fine,
dark, silty sand. Few artifacts were re-
covered from this area of the unit. Most of
the wood cribbing thought to exist was no
longer present. Portions of the privy began
to collapse as the excavation continued.
Level g was completed at four feet below
the unit datum.

The coarse sand and cobble fill in Level

10 was sterile of cultural material. Dark
organic soil directly in front of the privy
did contain artifacts. A yellowish, clay-like
soil was found near the privy with a burned
layer underneath and a large quantity of
nails. The field notes did not indicate that
Level 10 was the last excavated level in Unit
4a. At that point none of the actual privy
had been excavated. In 1995 efforts to relo-
cate this privy were unsuccessful.

Unit 5 - Pantheon

This unit was placed on the north side of
unit 4a. It extended another 2.5 feet north
and was 3.2 feet east to west (figure 31).
Figure 33 is a profile drawing for the east
wall of this unit. It was hoped that this unit
would fully expose the west wall of the
privy. The unit was dominated by a slump
in the soil, which sloped down, to the
south and east. Three different soils were
encountered in the first level. The topmost
was a charcoal stained sandy soil with small
fragments of artifacts. The next layer down
was coarse loose sand with cobbles. The
third layer, which was confined to the east
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wall, was a slightly compacted, yellowish,
mottled, fine sand and clay.

In Level 2, the charcoal-stained sand con-
tinued to yield modern artifacts, except for
the mottled clay in the southeast corner. A
lens of the yellow, compact clay was in the
northwest corner at the base of the level.
The soil provided clearly defined breaks,
which allowed for the next level to be ex-
cavated stratigraphically.

In the next level, the soil layers continued
to dip down to the southeast. Below dis-
turbed soil in the southeast corner were
two concrete slabs. The notes suggest

that the slabs were used as footers for the
west shed addition. The upper portions of
the privy were found under compact clay
in the southwest. The soil layers dipped
below the concrete slabs in the southeast.
Few artifacts were recovered.

In Level 4, the northwest corner of the
west wall of the privy was found. It extend-
ed roughly one foot beyond the southeast
corner of the unit. Vertical cribbing and
nails were found at the corner. The ma-
jority of the level was excavated outside
the privy and contained no artifacts. This
was the last level of the unit. The field
notes do not indicate if the privy was actu-
ally excavated.

1995

Feature 3 - Unit 93N57W - Pantheon

Once the northern half of the west shed
was removed, a deep depression could be
seen. A unit 3- feet square, later expanded
to 4-feet square, was placed mostly in the
depression and near the 1987 excavations
(figure 31). The demolition debris from
the top of the unit was cleared. Level 1 was
fine-grain sand with pebbles. Wood was

found in the south wall and a pipe run-
ning north to south protruded into the
unit from near the northeast corner. At the
base of Level 1, a wood-lined square was
exposed in the floor of the unit. The wood-
lined square and its contents were labeled
feature 3 with the hope that it was the be-
ginning of the privy discovered in 1987.

A layer of pea gravel was at the top of fea-
ture 3. The gravel was very homogeneous
throughout the two feet of material exca-
vated from the wood-lined box. After the
first few inches of excavation, it became
apparent that the pea gravel was not the
cap for a privy but fill from a cesspool. The
wood lining was made up of vertical 1-inch
x 12-inch planks about four feet long. On
the east and south walls 2-inch x 4-inch
cross members connected the planks and
added strength since the naturally oc-
curring soil on this side of the building
was very loosely consolidated. Two pipes
were exposed in the south wall, one was

a 4-inch diameter concrete pipe found
near the top of feature 3 and could have
operated as an overflow pipe. The second
pipe, also concrete, was three inches in
diameter and found about 0.5 foot from
the bottom of feature 3. The only artifact
in the gravel was a plastic bag about 2.8 feet
down on the line level. The gravel disap-
peared at 3.26 feet below the unit datum.
Underneath the gravel was a dark, loamy,
fine-grained soil. The unit was abandoned
since the plastic bag near the bottom sug-
gested a date from the late 1930s. For safety
reasons the maintenance crew filled in the
depression that was underneath the shed
with soil from the Moore House.

No further attempts were made to locate
the privy found in 1987. Since the construc-
tion plans did not specify further ground
disturbing work for the area, mitigating
any potential impact to the privy was not
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necessary. The rest of the investigations
concerning the Pantheon were confined
either to the interior or south exterior.

Pantheon Sub-Floor Investigations

In 1995, KLGO maintenance personnel re-
moved two separate portions of flooring in
the front room of the Pantheon for archeo-
logical testing.

Foundation and Flooring Construc-
tion

The first floor cut was a 5-foot x 8§-foot
rectangle in the extreme southwest corner
of the Pantheon front room. The second
cut was roughly 4 feet x 6 feet made just
under the east front door and extending
under the front display windows (figure
34). Various construction methods and
different flooring episodes were exposed in
the floor cuts.
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The Pantheon Building was not built

on piers or pilings, but instead was built
directly on the ground. A soil berm might
have been used on the outer edges. Rough
cut 2-inch x 6-inch boards were used as
floor joists as well as pier beams under-
neath the joists. Sixteen-foot-long floor
joists were laid down every 30 inches,
measured from the center of the joist. The
joists ran in a north-south direction. These
joists made up the original width of the
building. Exposed in the southwest floor
cut, 6-foot floor joists were installed when
the room was expanded to the south in
1899. The three joists that were exposed in
the southwest floor cut were installed in an
irregular, haphazard fashion. The south ad-
dition joists were not adequately joined or
cantilevered onto the 16-foot joists. In fact,
one was not joined at all. This method of
construction was inadequate for placement
of a weight-bearing wall. The fact that the
floor was buckled where the addition and
original joists connect indicated that the
south wall was a weight-bearing wall and
did not have the foundation to support the
load.

The following descriptions are of the four
different floors exposed in the cuts.

1897-1902, Floor 4

Floor 4 was the original floor of the Hotel
Rosalie, Clayson Clothier, and Brownell’s
Hardware. The floor was rough cut 1-inch
x 12-inch planking that ran perpendicularly
to the joists. In the two floor cuts, the origi-
nal floor planks were undamaged and in
good shape. The planking in the south ad-
dition matches what was used in the origi-
nal building. From this it can be assumed
that floor 4 was used until late 1902, when
Brownell vacated the building.

1902-1945, Floor 3

Floor 3 consisted of tongue and groove
planks. This floor was most likely installed
during the 1902 remodeling of the Pan-
theon and was not covered until after
World War II. In both floor cuts it was
possible to see areas where the tongue and
groove planks were replaced. In the south-
west floor cut, the planks next to the south
wall were 6 inches wide. Two feet north of
the south wall, the planks change to 4-inch
wide tongue and groove. Six feet from the
south wall, one of the tongue-and-groove
planks had been removed for laying down
a pipe. The pipe was set in the plank space,
and the rest of the space was filled with
mortar to hold the pipe in place. The pipe
was in place and used before Floor 2 was
laid.

1945-1950s, Floor 2

Floor 2 was a sheet linoleum tile backed
with felt and glued with black adhesive to
Floor 3. Unfortunately, the glue used to
place the linoleum permanently marred the
surface of the tongue and groove floor-

ing below. The glue and felt covered any
shadows that might have been left behind
by partitions or furniture in the saloon.
Several different colors of linoleum were
used in the floor. Red linoleum covered
most of the floor. Black and white linoleum
was also used but was so poorly installed
that extra cuts had been made to make the
pieces line up. Dust shadows from seven
diamond shaped squares could be seen in
the linoleum about four feet north of the
south wall, all in a parallel line with the
south wall. The diamond shaped squares
were where bar stools once stood. This was
also the area where a counter had stood
during the period that the building op-
erated as the Brown Derby Restaurant from
the late 1940s to the early 1950s.
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CHAPTER 5: Excavation Summary

1960s-1995, Floor 1

Floor 1 was built up with 2-inch x 4-inch
studs laid over floor 2 and plywood sheath-
ing laid on top of the studs. Asbestos tiles,
eight inches square, were glued to the
plywood. These tiles were taken up by
specially trained KLGO maintenance staff
with special equipment and disposed of as
a hazardous waste.

Southwest Sub-Floor Collection and
Excavation - Pantheon

The excavation units in the southwest floor
cut measured 2 feet square. Eight units total
were located in the southwest floor cut.
The units were labeled 8o0N31W, 80N29W,
80oN27W, 80N25W, 78N31W, 78N29W,
78N27W, and 78N25W (figure 34). All the
78N units were partially on a berm that was
made for the expansion of the Brownell
Hardware Store.

A surface collection was completed for

all the units. The top most layer, A' was a
grayish brown, very silty, fine grain sand
with dust accumulation covering every-
thing. There was also a large amount of
pebbles and cobbles. This layer was not
parking-lot fill and therefore different from
Layer A outside the buildings. Dark gray
and light, brownish gray sand pockets were
also found in the surface layer. Most of the
artifacts found were scraps of wood, nails,
windowpane glass fragments, tin can frag-
ments, a bottle cap, metal screen, and a cut
glass vessel. No concentrations of artifacts
or other culturally modified soil changes
were seen.

Following the surface collection, exca-
vation was conducted in arbitrary 0.3 ft

or 0.5 ft levels. Excavation did not follow
natural soil layers, which was due mainly

to the lack of a clear interface between soil
layers. Soil layers were determined later in
soil profiles. After the second arbitrary level

only units with artifacts were selected for
further excavation. Layer B consisted of a
dark gray fine to very fine grain size matrix
with pebbles and cobbles that contained
artifacts. The layer ranged in thickness
from o.2 foot to 1.2 feet. Layer C was light
brownish gray, powdery, silty sand with no
pebbles, no cobbles, and did not contain
artifacts. Layer C was roughly 0.5 to 0.8
foot thick. The artifacts from Layer B were
tin can fragments, terra cotta flowerpot
fragments, a wooden matchstick, win-
dowpane fragments, nails, and cut bone.
In Layer B of unit 8oN29gW, three rings
were uncovered that resembled the tops of
buckets but after further excavation were
identified as barrel hoops .

Level 2 was excavated as an arbitrary 0.5-
foot thick level for all the units. The artifact
frequency was generally low. Parts of three
barrel hoops were recovered along with
fragments of a molded glass lid, coal, nails,
windowpane glass, a bottle base, bone, tin
can fragments, and milled wood. Possible
fill materials were found in the northwest
part of the floor cut.

Only 3 units were selected for a third level,
based upon their proximity to what ap-
peared to be fill material present at the
base of Level 2. The units were 80N31W,
80N29W, and 8oN27W. A live root was
found on the north side of the units, and
it had heavily disturbed the soil that it
went through. Near the base of Level 3 to
the south of the root disturbance, the soil
changed to a very fine grain sand matrix
with pebbles and cobbles. This was labeled
Layer D. Layer D was o.2 foot to 0.5 foot
thick in the excavation units.

One unit was excavated deeper to under-
stand the natural progression of the soil
under the buildings. One problem was
that the soil was extremely dry and might
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have exhibited other characteristics when
rehydrated. Level 4 was excavated into
unit 80N27W. Layer G was identified in
Level 4. Two soil lenses were also found

in Level 4. The yellowish brown and olive
brown lenses were basically the same, the
difference being that one lens contained a
few rocks rich in iron, which stained most
of the surrounding, very coarse-grain sand
into a rust color. The soil lenses were sterile
of artifacts. Layer G is the glacial outwash
sediment layer, which is composed of very
coarse-grain sand with many pebbles and
cobbles. It was found under the soil lenses.
Only 03 foot to 0.4 foot of Layer G was
excavated. No artifacts were found in the
layer. No features or evidence of features
were found in the southwest corner of the
Pantheon.

North and West Sub-Floor Surface
Collection - Pantheon

Additional surface collection units inside
the Pantheon were located in the north and
west sides of the building where flooring
was removed after the building was sta-
bilized (figure 34). The NPS maintenance
staff in the front room of the Pantheon in-
stalled a bracing system. The north wall was
extremely unstable due to rotting support
members. The bracing system consisted of
four cables anchored into the floor in two
places and attached high on the north wall
for support. Floor-to-ceiling pipe jacks
were installed near where the cables were
anchored into the floor. This was done to
ensure that the floor and ceiling had ad-
equate pressure against them to hold the
north wall if it started to collapse.

Once the bracing was installed, flooring
could be safely removed for testing. It was
thought that removing flooring along the
north and west walls might yield artifacts
that had suffered the least amount of dis-
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turbance after deposition. The theory was
that these walls were not heavily involved
in much of the remodeling phases. A strip
of floor was removed from along the north
wall from the west to the east wall, out
roughly 6 feet from the north wall. Just out-
side the north wall is a boardwalk and 4th
Avenue. Both the road and the boardwalk
have been built up through time so that
artifacts could have been deposited under
the building for a time until the soil filled in
and covered the sides of the building.

Flooring was also removed along the west
wall. However, a 2-foot section of floor-
ing was left in place over the joists where
the original building and the south saloon
addition were joined together. The pri-
mary reason for choosing certain areas of
the floor to remove and not others was the
basic instability of the building. A small
portion of floor was removed on the east
side up against the wall (figure 34). No ar-
tifacts were found in this area of the build-
ing, despite having been the scene of heavy
remodeling at least twice before 1903.

Twelve 2-inch x 6-inch floor joists, run-
ning north and south, were revealed in the
two floor cuts. Each joist was 16 feet long.
Eleven of the joists were spaced roughly

30 inches apart, measuring from the center
of the joists, one joist, however, had been
placed between two of the joists in the mid-
dle of the building, presumably for extra
support. Near the northeast corner of the
building, between two floor joists, concrete
had been deposited. There was no evidence
of a form; the concrete had been allowed to
flow unconfined between the joists. Anoth-
er concrete dump was located 6 feet to the
west also between two floor joists. It was
possible that the concrete represented an
attempt by someone to shore up the build-
ing without going to the trouble of install-
ing a real foundation.
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A grid system of 3-foot squares was placed
over the floor cuts, allowing easier prove-
nience control. Twenty-two collection units
in all were created with the grid (figure 34).
A plan map was drawn of the floor cuts.
The units on the west side of the building
did not yield many artifacts and/or concen-
trations of artifacts. The soil Layer A' was
concentrated on the west. No soil distur-
bance could be seen in the layer below A’
that would suggest a deposit of artifacts
that went below the surface. Most of the
artifacts found were bottle caps, tin cans,
coal, and bones. Much of it dated to the
late 1930s and 1940s when the building was
operating as a saloon.

Three units on the north side, 9g5N19W,
95N16W, and 95N13W, yielded a very heavy
concentration of artifacts on the surface.
The artifacts could be characterized as
either construction or remodeling debris
that was deposited under the sidewalk and
eventually ended up beneath the building.
The soil in this part of the floor cut was
labeled Layer B and was loamy, sticky silt
with sand to silt-grain sizes. The remod-
eling debris consisted of cut pieces of
flashing, metal pipes, electrical wire (cloth
and plastic insulation) from two periods,
ceramic insulators, a Yale dead-bolt, win-
dowpane glass, milled wood fragments,
linoleum tile, wallpaper, and a flush toilet
mechanism. The ceramic insulators and
one fragment of electrical wire were from
the earliest occupations of the building.
Much of the rest of the debris dated to
later remodeling. Possible debris from the
saloon consisted of whole and fragmented
bottles, bottle caps, tin can fragments, and
awhole coffee cup. Other artifacts recov-
ered consisted of three metal whistles, AA
batteries, brackets, a caster, a door hinge,
and fruit pits. Unit 9g5N13W had more than
100 fragments of windowpane glass. Some
of the glass had paint on the border, and

stenciled letters were found on some frag-
ments.

In unit 95N19W a coffee cup was found
with a maker’s mark on the bottom. The
Shenango China Company of New Castle,
Pennsylvania, made the cup (figure 35).
The mark dated from 1901 to the present
(Kovel and Kovel 1986:127).

A small 2.8-inch tall cylindrical clear glass
jar was found intact. The jar is threaded
with a metal cap and filled with cotton.
The maker’s mark is from the Owens-II-
linois Glass Company and dated to the
1920s. Two beer bottle bases found with
marks are also from the Owens-Illinois
Glass Company. One base is green and

the other is amber. The amber base has
“Duraglas” embossed above the mark,

an Owens-Illinois trademark introduced
in 1940 (DePuydt et al. 1997:59). A nearly
whole amber whiskey flask was found with
athreaded top and embossed text on the
shoulder, which reads “Federal Law For-
bids Sale or Re-Use of This Bottle” (figure
36). This embossed text appears on bottles
dating from after Prohibition (1933) until
1964 (Deiss 1981).

The artifacts present on the north side of
the Pantheon date the bulk of the deposit
to the late 1930s. Possibly the remodeling
debris represents the work done before it
was reopened as a saloon for army per-
sonnel during WW II. Auger tests were
performed in 110f the units to determine
if any deep deposits existed. No artifacts
were found in any of the auger tests.
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1997

Feature 19 - Pantheon

Near the end of the field season in 1997,

the restoration crew began dismantling the
two-story west addition. During removal of
the flooring from the first floor a depression
was encountered near the south wall. The
depression was filled with bottles; many
were whole. The bottles generally dated to
after prohibition. Mixed in with the bottles
were wood scraps from construction or
demolition. The first impression was that
this represented an abandoned privy that
had been filled with trash.

Chunks of lime were found mixed in with
the bottles. Lime from slaked limestone
was used to help break down waste in priv-
ies and to absorb odors. The bottles were
removed from the surface and the loose
soil on the top (figure 37). The bottles were
designated as feature 19. The depression

in the soil remained after the bottles were
removed. The majority of the bottles were
for liquor, beer specifically. Bud-weiser was
the most common label for the bottles with
paper labels, followed by Golden Age Beer
and one embossed bottle from the Fidelio
Bewery in New York.

A variety of glasshouses are represented
among the beer bottles. From the manufac-
turer marks, the bottle date range is 1939 to
1952 with a mean date of 1946. These dates
correspond to the WW II use of the Pan-
theon as a saloon.

Feature 21 - Unit 79N34W - Brownell

The depth of the depression and the close-
ness of the south wall made excavation
difficult. To determine the nature of the
depression, a 2-ft x 2-ft square was placed
off-center to the east of the depression.
The unit was numbered 79N34W (figure
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removed and discarded due to possible
contamination from feature 19 depos-

its. Since we were fairly certain that the
depression functioned as a privy, it was

Figure 36: Post-Prohibition Whiskey Flasks

decided to designate it and all the artifacts
within as feature 21. Soils in the first three
levels superficially resembled till, but were
cultural fill. Artifacts were numerous in
the first few levels, but were mostly frag-
mentary bits of bottles, nails, and bone.
The number of artifacts started to dimin-
ish just above a layer of privy soil in Levels
4 through 6. This positively identified the
function of the depression as a privy. Large
lime chunks were found in Level 4, above
the excrement soil and in Level 7, below
the layer of excrement soil. Level 4 started

31). [ evel 1 was a loose sand layer that was
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with reddish colored very hard-packed ma-
terial in the center of the unit. In the next
two levels it sloped down to the east.

By Level 7 the hard-packed excrement soil
was removed. In Level 6, wood was found
at the base running north/south. The out-
side of the privy was defined on the west
side of the wood planking. Two pump-
kinseed flasks were recovered in Level 6. In
Level 7, on the north wall below the hard-
packed excrement soil was a very loosely

consolidated soil. A small seed deposit was
also recovered. The loosely consolidated

soil continued down into the next level.
Bedded sands were found along the north
wall. In the western corner of the unit
outside the feature, an orange, ashy soil was
found. In Level 10, the wood on the west
side of the unit became more substantial,

Figure 37: Feature 19 Artifacts

from areas in the east and southeast. A coin
was found in the level. The first three digits
of the date are readable but the last one
cannot be read with certainty. The coin is a
Liberty Head Nickel and probably dates to
1893. Level 11 was the last in the unit. Glacial
sediments were found at 4.7 feet below the
unit datum.

Feature 21 - Unit 79N32W - Brownell

After Level 7in 79N34W was completed,
another unit (79N32W) was opened up
to the east (figure 31). This allowed better

working conditions and better visibility.
Sidewall cave-ins were a common oc-
currence throughout the excavation. This
unit was placed on the edge of the depres-
sion. When excavation began, the floor of
the unit dipped sharply down to the west.
Two non-feature levels were excavated
before the top of feature 21 was reached.
The first level in the feature encountered
densely compacted lime, which resembled
concrete in hardness. Feature 21 at this
point in the excavation was confined to

the southwest corner. In the second level,

a small-galvanized metal water pipe was
found in the north wall. It was angled down
to the south. The cultural fill was composed
mostly of sand with a small percentage of
clay. Five clear glass vials were also found in
that level.

The third level in the feature encountered
large clumps of newspaper and lime. The
newsprint was not readable. This seemed
to indicate that the privy was just below.
Level 4 recovered fewer artifacts than
before, which was due to the depth of the
lime clumps. By the fifth level the lime
clumps disappeared. Wood planking was
found along the south wall. The wood
represented the cribbing used for the privy
box. The first evidence of excrement soil
was found in the northeast corner. Level
6 was used to bring the whole unit down
even to the top of the excrement soil. The
seventh level was a complete stratigraphic
layer removing the excrement soil. Few
artifacts were recovered from this level.

Samples were taken for macrofloral and
pollen analysis. Bedded sands at the top of
Level 8 were thought to be naturally oc-
curring and would lead to sterile soil. Two
coins were recovered in the level. One is
an 1893 Indian Head Cent, and the second
is a1905 Liberty Head Nickel. The three
coins found in the lowest parts of feature
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21 suggest that the privy may have been
used during the gold rush. However, once
the building was extended over the privy,
it continued to be used as a water closet.
The copious use of lime was to cover odor,
perhaps when the privy was closed down.

After 0.8 foot of excavation in sand, an-
other layer of excrement soil was encoun-
tered. A thin layer of excrement soil was
removed in the ninth level. Samples were
also taken from this level. Directly below
the excrement soil was natural sediments,
which ended the unit at 4.97 feet below the
datum. Fifteen small clear glass vials were
found throughout feature 21. It is unclear
what the function was; however, a chemical
analysis of the residue in some of the vials
would indicate at least their last functional
use.

Feature 21 & 22 - Unit 79N37W -
Brownell

It was decided to open another unit 3 feet
to the west and complete the trench of the
large depression (figure 31). Unit 79N37W
was very similar to the other units, except
that there was no layer of excrement soil
continuing down. Almost at the start of the
unit, lime chunks were uncovered, along
with old prescription bottles. This was
considered to be anomalous since the privy
was thought to be on the east side of the
depression. In the Level 4 a layer of dark,
brown-orange, ashy soil was found in the
southeast corner. The ashy soil was very
spongy throughout and produced few arti-
facts in Levels 5, 6, and 7. In Level 8 bedded
sands were found in the southeast corner.
Large cobbles as well as burned material
were encountered starting in Level 8.

In Level g the soil was very loosely com-
pacted. Ashy soil was found in the north-
east corner with small cobbles found along
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the south wall and very large cobbles in

the center. A dark soil was found around
some decaying wood. An orange-colored
soil covered the southern half of the unit in
Level 10.

The unit uncovered a large number of
windowpane fragments and small graph-
ite rods. The rods were smaller than the
graphite rods used in outdoor arc lamps. In
Level 10 a beer mug was found intact, and
upright, with seven rods in the mug (figure
38). Since most of the rods appear to have
been unused they could represent stock
items from the hardware store.

Feature 22 was designated after Level 10
due to the sharp difference in soil color
and the extremely high number of artifacts
recovered. Feature 22 is considered to be
the remains of a very early privy that pre-
dates feature 21, and likely goes back to the
beginning of the gold rush. Fifteen carbon
rods were found in the two levels of feature
22. The feature proved to be quite deep
with the last level in feature 22 ending more
than 5.3 feet below the datum. Samples
were taken for flotation and macrofioral
analysis. The second level in the feature was
discontinued, since it was no longer safe to
excavate. Excavation in the unit was never
finished mainly because the final depth

of Level 2 was below what the restoration
crew needed for the foundation.

From Level 10 a sample of soft blue ma-
terial, which had adhered to a white fri-
able material, was sent off for analysis. The
sample was cross-sectioned for micro-
scopic analysis. The cross-section revealed
a jumble of lead-based linseed oil paint
mostly in two colors, blue and dark blue.
One fragment began with two layers of a
cream-white paint followed by another
layer of blue and ended with a final layer of
dark blue. The white friable material tested
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positive to dilute hydrochloric acid, which
is an indication of calcium carbonate, or
lime, an essential ingredient in plaster.
None of the samples had remains of their
containers, which left the origin of the
samples unknown (Phillips 1997).

The faunal analysis (appendix K) deter-
mined that for feature 21 there are many
more mammal bones (n=92 frags), than
bird (n=16 frags) or fish (n=19 frags). Most
of the bones come from cattle, sheep/goat,
flounder (halibut), and pig, respectively.

Macrofloral (appendix M) and pollen
analysis (appendix L) from features 21
and 22 indicated that tree pollen was low
compared with other areas in the site
(Cummings and Moutoux 1998). The pol-
len recovered from trees included Alnus
(Alder), Betula-type (Birch), Pinaceae
(Pine Family), Picea (Spruce), Pinus (Pine),
Pseudotsuga (Douglas Fir), and Tsuga
(Hemlock). Native plants were repre-
sented by Artemisia, High-spine Astera-
ceae, Epilobium-type (fireweed), probable
Eriogonum (buckwheat family), Poaceae
(grass family), Rhus (sumac family), and
Rosaceae (rose family).

Weedy plants were the most abundant
type of recovered pollen. They were rep-
resented by Low-spine Asteraceae-type
(ragweed), Centaurea (star thistle-type),
Cirsium-type (thistle), Liguliflorae (dan-
delion), Brassicaceae (mustard family),
Cheno-ams (chenopodium, amaranth),
Erysimum-type (treacle mustard), prob-
able Ipomoea (morning glory), Polygonum-
type (knotweed/smartweed), Rumex (pos-
sible rhubarb), and Silene-type (common
catchfly). Many of these pollens represent
plants that were grown in local gardens.
So instead of unwanted weeds, they were
desired flowering plants. Also types such

Figure 38. Carbon Rods in Beer Mug

as Brassicaceae could represent vegetables
like broccoli or cauliflower.

Possible food pollen recovered was re-
lated to the palm family and it most closely
resembled pollen from a coconut (Cocos
nucifera). Cerealia (cereal grains) pollen
was abundant in the feature samples. Other
food pollen recovered was from Eugenia
(cloves), Fragaria (strawberries), Vaccinium
(blueberries), Vitus (grapes), and Zea mays
(corn) (appendix L). More evidence of
food pollen was in features 21 and 22 than
anywhere else sampled. Parasite eggs were
found in the samples from feature 21, but
not in large enough numbers for analysis.
No parasite eggs were found in the feature
22 sample.

The phytolith samples showed variable
amounts of dendritic elongate forms, which
were indicative of breads and cereals. The
majority of the phytolith sample was from
local grasses that grew in the area before
the gold rush. Diatoms and sponge spicules
recovered from the sample were evidence
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of the former high tide zone that would
have been close to the Pantheon Saloon
Complex up to and including the time of
the gold rush.

Four samples from feature 21 underwent
macrobotanical analysis (appendix M).
Samples were derived from Level 5 of
79N34W and Level 7 for units 79N32W,
79N34W, and 79N37W. A sample from
feature 22, Level 2 of 79N37W was also
sent. All the samples except for Level 7 of
79N37W contained botanical remains. The
types of seeds found include Ficus (figs),
Fragaria (strawberry), Lycopersicon escu-
lentum (tomato), Rubus (raspberry), Vitus
(grape), Solanaceae (nightshade family),
and Polygonum-type. The Polygonum-type
is a weedy plant that likes moist, disturbed
soils. Feature 21 also has the largest num-
ber (n=59 frags) of fruit pits and nutshells
compared to any other provenience at the
PSC excavations. These consisted of peach,
apricot, cherry, walnut, filbert, peanut,
Brazil nut, and pecan. Feature 22 only has a
small number of peach pits (6) and filbert
shells (2). The seed densities for four of
the samples were comparable with privy
deposits found elsewhere in Skagway.

A large number of artifacts (n=103 min-
imum number of individuals [mni]) from
feature 21 provide chronological infor-
mation, and indicate the feature was used
between 1899 and 1917. Twenty-two of

the dates came from manufacturer mark
information. Sixty-four of the artifact dates
came from bottle glass (i.e., SCA, selenium,
and so on). The dates suggest that the origi-
nal excavation of the privy occurred during
the gold rush. The coins found near the
interface of features 21 and 22 also indicate
that the privy was in use for some time
after the gold rush, possibly up until the
remodeling, which added the second story.
Feature 22 has very few artifacts (8) that
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are datable. Six artifact dates come from
bottle glass, one from a can manufacturer
mark, and one from a lamp part. The open
ended manufacturing dates for some of the
bottle glass is responsible for the 1918 mean
date for the feature. Feature 22 was found
stratigraphically below feature 21; and with-
out evidence of later disturbing, feature 22
predates feature 21.

Feature 23 - Pantheon

Feature 23 is a water pipe and associated
trench, which runs north/south just below
ground surface at the north wall to roughly
two feet below ground surface in the south.
The pipe could not be uncovered all the
way to the south wall because that endan-
gered the feature 21 and 22 excavation units.
Near the north wall the pipe was connected
to a cut-off valve. Directly west and strati-
graphically above was another water pipe.
The south end of this pipe ended with

a 9o-degree elbow (figure 39). The pipe
continued under the north wall and pre-
sumably into the street. These two sections
of pipe were likely connected in the past,
and, therefore, it was decided not to assign
the higher pipe a different feature number.

About midway in the run of the exposed
pipe a slight “S” curve had been put in the
pipe. The reason for this is unknown, but
perhaps it was done to match the height
of the pipe with which it was connected.
At the point where the pipe went into the
south wall, wood planking could be seen
above the pipe. Later excavation revealed
that the pipe turned 9o degrees east and
continued into the main Pantheon room.
The east run of pipe was in line with the
pipe that was installed in the tongue and
groove planking in Floor 3. City of Skag-
way water records show that the Pantheon
Saloon had water supplied for two water
closets, one urinal, and water to the bar
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(Skagway Water, City Account Ledger 1904-
1909, microfilm: reel 6B).

Feature 23 represents the water supply to
the bar. Use of this pipe was most likely dis-
continued during prohibition when all bar
paraphernalia was removed to make way
for the museum. The date range of artifacts
from the pipe trench indicates that the pipe
trench had cut through older deposits. The
artifacts from the trench date from 1900 to
1919. These dates are within the Pantheon
Saloon period. Fifteen (15) of the datable
artifacts come from bottle glass. Two of the
bottle dates are based on manufacturing
marks.

Feature 26 - Pantheon

Feature 26 was found below the staircase
landing and consisted almost entirely of
rusted clumps of bottle caps and liners
(figure 40). Only samples of the caps and
liners were collected. Also recovered were
one poker chip, a die, two small glass vials,
and shot glasses. These remains are likely
associated with the Pantheon Saloon oc-
cupations. The food remains recovered
consisted of fruit pits, nutshells, and mam-
mal bones. Nearly half of the bones were
identified as pig; and none exhibited signs
of burning, cutting, sawing, or gnawing,.
The matrix inside the feature contained
almost no soil. Instead, it consisted
entirely of ferrous oxide mush from

the bottle caps. Some clay material was
scattered throughout the deposit. The
exact dimensions of the feature could
not be determined. Deteriorated wood
was found on one side, but evidence for

a complete wood lined midden was not
found.

The artifacts recovered from feature
26 date the deposit from 1900 to 1912.
Taking into account the context of the

recovery (under a staircase), it is probable
that the deposit pre-dates the installation of
the staircase. Stairs were unnecessary until
the second story was added. The date for
the construction of the second story addi-
tion are circa 1905-1910, with 1908 being the
most likely date. By using only the artifacts
from the pre-prohibition era, the dates for
the deposit would be calibrated as 1902 to
1906. These dates fall in the time period
between the closing of the hardware store
and the opening of the saloon.

Feature 24 - Unit 8ON36W - Pantheon

This unit was on the north side of the 79N
units and was to remove the balk separating
the units. The unit began as a 1-ft x 3-ft rect-
angle and was expanded another foot on
the west and two feet on the east to remove
the rest of feature 21. The excavations, how-
ever, encountered a different privy deposit,
feature 24. The location of the feature can
be found on figure 31.

The first level was a loosely consolidated
surface fill. The recovered artifacts have

a wide range of dates. The second level
consisted of loose fill when at roughly 0.5
foot down in the level, bedded sands were
found. The bedded sands indicate the start
of feature 24. In the second level of feature

- FEATURE 23
WATER PIPE

Figure 39: Feature 23 Water Pipe
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24, lime chunks and nightsoil were found
beneath the bedded sands primarily on
the north side (figure 41). Artifacts found
in the level consist of nails, window glass,
ceramics, medicine vials, bottle glass, cans,
bone, and a die.

In Level 3, the fill was completely removed
and a mixture of hard-packed nightsoil and
lime was found across the unit. Eventually
the nightsoil mixture disappeared and left
a thick layer of hard-packed lime. The base
of the level and unit was determined when
the level matched that of the restoration
crew’s foundation trench. The general date
range for feature 24 based on all datable
recovered artifacts was from 1904 to 1909.
The dates fall in the range between the
opening of the Pantheon Saloon and the
construction of the second story addition.

Unit 82N38W - Pantheon

This unit was placed to the north of
79N37W. The 79N units and the excavation
for the foundation created a berm, which
was concentrated on the north side of the
building. There was speculation that this
unit might better define feature 22.

The top level of the unit appeared to be fill
and was loosely compacted. The artifacts
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recovered were mostly nails, bones, and
windowpane fragments. Also found were

a set of metal tags from a dog collar (figure
42). Both tags were stamped with “WHITE
HORSE” at the top; below that was the
stamped outline of a dog; below the dog
were ID numbers, one of which read “484”
and the other “485” Each was stamped
with a date; one was “1903,” and the other
was “1905.” The early dates from the tags
suggest that the last time the whole floor
was exposed could have been during the
remodeling that saw the installation of the
feature 23 water pipe.

The second level was filled with tin can
fragments. In Level 3, the number of
artifacts dropped dramatically. The exca-
vation notes suggest that this was the top of
the builder’s trench for either the privy to
the south or the feature 23 water pipe. The
fourth level was excavated down one foot
because of the lack of artifacts and stratig-
raphy.

The feature 23 water pipe was found 3.15
feet below the datum. Further excavation
west confirmed that the pipe had a 9o°
elbow and continued on to the east into the
saloon (figure 43). The dark soil area was
from rainwater that had leaked through

the partially deconstructed roof. A fifth
level was excavated to expose the pipe and

Figure 40: Feature 26

Figure 41: Feature 24
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to also ensure that no other features were
below the pipe.

Unit 86N36W - Pantheon

Unit 86 N36W was a 2-foot square in the
center of the two-story addition. A small
depression could be seen on the surface,
and it was decided to excavate before the
restoration crew moved into the area. Only
two levels were excavated into the unit.
Nothing remarkable was found in the lev-
els, and the glacial outwash sediments were
found before the base of Level 2.

Fasel/Red Front/Wood Shop Building

The area encompassed by this structure
was roughly 25 feet north to south and 35
feet east to west. The exact dimensions

of the building were never known for any
period before WW II, although the 1914
Sanborn map is a fairly accurate portrayal
of the dimensions. In the summary that
follows, the name Fasel/Red Front Build-
ing will refer to the original building. The
Wood Shop will refer to the structure built
in its place during WW II. As with the
Pantheon Building, the excavations are dis-
cussed as they happened chronologically,
unless otherwise noted.

1987

Unit 1 - Wood Shop

Unit 1 was placed on the south side of the
Wood Shop, 10 feet west of the Broadway
boardwalk. The unit measured five feet
north to south and 2.5 feet east to west
(figure 31). The surface of the unit on the
northern end comprised mossy gravels
caused by the drip-line from the roof. A
thin sod layer was south of the drip-line.
The first level went down on average 0.45

foot. The soil in the north was described as
a dark brown sandy loam with sticky clay.
In the south
the soil was a
light brown/
gray mix of
dry sand and
ash. Cobbles
and pebbles
were found
throughout.
Many roots
from a nearby
cottonwood
tree ham-
pered excava-
tion. There were 186 (mni) artifacts recov-
ered from this level.

Figure 42: Dog Collar Tags

Level 2 was excavated a uniform o.45 foot.
The soil in this level was the same as the
previous level. The soil was loosely consoli-

i o~ P o L
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Figure 43: Feature 23-Fully Exposed

dated, and the roots were larger in diam-
eter. Roughly the same number of artifacts
were recovered from this level (n=181 mni,),
compared to the previous level. No discern-
ible stratigraphy was noted in the profile.

Level 3 was another uniform o.4 foot deep.
Light brown sand covers much of the unit.
Artifacts were almost nonexistent, and the
soil profile resembles fill. Level 4 was a con-
tinuation of the previous levels. The roots
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were becoming much larger. Level 4 ended
two feet below the unit datum.

The fifth level encountered silty soil and
artifacts. The level ended roughly 3 feet
below the datum. Wood covered most of
the floor of Level 5. A solder seam can was
found above a possible wood post. Silty
sand was on top of the can, and fine sand
with gravel was below. It was noted that the
soil appeared to be fill. Another o.5 foot of
excavation revealed that the silt layer disap-
peared and was replaced by a finer sand
and small gravel layer. Level 6 was started
at that point. The beginning of Level 6 was
a uniform, fine sand and gravel surface. At
its deepest, Level 6 was 4.15 feet below the
datum. The tree roots ended and glacial
outwash sediments were found below.

Unit 2 - Wood Shop

Unit 2 was placed 43 feet west of the Broad-
way boardwalk (figure 31). Figure 44 is a
profile drawing of the west wall in this unit.
The surface of the unit was a uniform, dark
brown sod with sparse grass. Compact
gravel from the adjacent parking lot cov-
ered most of the unit. The drip-line from
the roof was in the north portion of the
unit as well as a small fuel oil pipe, which
was no longer in use. Deteriorated lumber
was on the east side of the unit. The first
level was excavated down about 0.8 foot.
The sod layer was roughly o.1 foot thick.
The soil then became very dark, greasy,
and odorous, an obvious stain from the oil
line pipe. There were also reports of paint-
ers dumping cleaning fluids in the area of
Unit 2 (Andrew Bierely, personal commu-
nication 1995).

The uncontaminated southwest corner of
the unit was a light brown, sandy soil. The
fuel oil odor was present in the southwest
corner as well. The dividing line between
the soil that was contaminated by fuel oil
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was quite distinct. Level 2 was started but
was halted shortly thereafter due to the
overwhelming odor of fuel oil. The soil
saturated with fuel oil covered close to
three-quarters of the level surface. The
one-quarter of the unit not covered with oil
resembled Level 1 with loose sand and few
cobbles. Many artifacts (n=145 mni) were
found in this level. The unit was left open
and uncovered for one month to let the oil
smell dissipate.

Remarks in the notes for Level 3 indicated
that the soil in the northern portion of the
unit was still very saturated with oil after
excavations resumed one month later.
Close to the bottom of the .5-foot level it
was noted that the soil was getting lighter
in oil saturation. The soil in the south was
light tan, sandy gravel. It was noted that the
oil-stained soil was basically the same type
of soil. At the bottom of the level, 1.5 feet
below the datum, wood cribbing was un-
covered in the northeast corner of the unit.
The color of the soil behind the cribbing
was darker, but appeared to be free of oil.
The artifacts from the level date from the
1930s to 1970s.

Throughout Level 4, the light tan, sandy
gravel soil continued in the south of the
unit. In the northern portion of the unit,
the oil-saturated soil continued down
2-feet below datum. Wooden boards in
the northwest were found to be covering
a ceramic sewer pipe. A clay soil lens was
found in the center of the unit on the west
wall. It extended down into the next level
and resembled a cap. The soil under the
cap was similar to the tan, sandy gravel.

Level 5 was excavated in an arbitrary
o.5-foot level. The oil-saturated soil disap-
peared along with the clay that was present
in the previous level. The wood cribbing
and sewer pipe were still in the north;
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however, the wood covering the pipe was
removed. The soil in Level 6 resembled
back fill for the sewer pipe trench. The
soil was a random mixture of tan sand and
sandy gravel.

At the base of Level 7 wet, compacted, san-
dy gravel was noted. The notes suggest that
the oil from higher levels had reappeared.
However, the proximity to the sewer pipe
might explain the wet soil. The oil was

not mentioned in the field notes for more
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Figure 44: Unit 2 West Wall Profile
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than one foot of excavated material. In the
southeast corner, a dark brown, humic, silty
soil was found.

Most of the artifacts from the level were
found in that corner area. This layer sloped
down to the east. In the next level the dark,
silty soil was designated as a feature. Level
8 was taken down to 4.2 feet below the unit
datum. The unit was closed at that point
because the feature was trending away to
the southeast and the rest of the unit was in
outwash sediments. The soil in the feature
most likely represented older topsoil that
was outside the builder’s trench when the
sewer pipe was installed. The wood crib-
bing in the north was resting on top of the
ceramic sewer pipe. It is unknown how the
cribbing relates to the pipe, unless it pro-
vided access in some way to the pipe.

1996
Floor Removal and Excavation

Foundation and Flooring Description

The WW II era (Wood Shop) building was
built without a substantial foundation.

The foundation consisted of wooden pier
beams placed directly on the ground. These
pier beams were found at the perimeter

of the building beneath the northern and
southern outer walls. Three additional
pier beams were spaced between the outer
walls. The beams were oriented in an
east/west direction. The beams differed
dimensionally in height and width: 0.7 ft

x 07 ftand o5 ft x 0.5 ft. The beams sup-
ported 22 floor joists across a 24-foot span;
each joist had a dimension of 03 ft x 0.3 ft.
These floor joists were laid approximately
16 inches apart, measured from the center
of the joists. The joists were paired into

16- and 8-foot lengths, which spanned the
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24-foot width of the building. Additional
joists measuring 5 to 6 feet long were added
between the three center pier beams. The
addition of the shorter joists created an
almost solid floor of joists in the center of
the building. The extra joists in the middle
of the building would have provided addi-
tional support, but they were unnecessary,
considering what was already in place. One
possible explanation is that the joists were
used, rather than thrown away as waste
wood. While not a scarce commodity,
wood might have been too expensive not to
use. Another possibility is that the build-
ers were inexperienced at carpentry and
lacked knowledge of basic construction
practices, such as framing a new building.

Flooring

Attached directly to the floor joists were

1 X 12-inch rough-cut planks. The planks
were laid in an east/west direction and
were fastened with modern wire nails. On
top of the planks was a layer of asphalt (tar)
paper. Above the tarpaper was the interior
tongue and groove flooring. This flooring
was laid in a north/south direction and
covered the floor from the front (east wall)
of the structure to the concrete pad in the
southwestern corner. The floor appeared to
be intact across the width of the structure,
except along a section approximately 12
feet from the west wall. At this location at
some point in its later commercial history,
an electrical conduit was added for power.
The conduit was added well after the
original floor had been laid. The electrical
equipment was of a modern design and the
grooves of circular saw cuts were plainly
visible in the original joist below where the
floor had been cut out and replaced along
the conduit path.

Surface Survey

Before any inspection of the surface could
begin all the floor joists were removed.
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While obtrusive the pier beams were left
in place, to preserve the integrity of the
building. The first obvious disturbance was
an excavated ditch in the center of the ex-
posed floor. It was located in the middle of
the north wall and extended 10 feet south
to the center of the room. In the ditch was
an exposed 2.25-inch diameter water pipe.
On the sides of the ditch excavation was a
considerable amount of re-deposited fill
dirt that was not used to cover the pipe.

In some areas the fill dirt covered the pier
beams and obscured the path of the water
pipe. The south end of the water pipe was
buried under the pier beams to pass under
the remaining beams and continue outside.
Along the buried path of the line there

was a faint depression in the surface that
ran between the beams. The depression
appeared to pass out of the structure and
continue to the feature 6 cesspool found in

1995

In addition to the water line ditch, there
was a sloping depression in the southwest
corner of the exposed floor (figure 45). The
depression was mostly beneath the sec-
tion of flooring not removed. The beams
along the building perimeter were exposed;
however, toward the east end of the struc-
ture and along the eastern wall, the soil and
surface debris were level with the top of the
pier beams and made surface evaluation
difficult. The ground surface between the
center beams revealed little information
about potential subsurface features, such as
privies or construction remains. The sur-
face between the beams to the perimeter
walls was closely inspected for any surface
indication of previous structures.

The surface artifacts were then drawn to
record the array of materials deposited and
to establish whether there was a pattern

to the materials that littered the surface. A
collection grid was established with 3-foot

squares. Objects too large to retrieve (i.e.,
beams) were recorded on the unit surface
maps. After the surface collection was
completed and the initial artifacts were col-
lected, the locations for further excavation
units were chosen.

The Wood Shop structure was divided into
three areas to be investigated by excavation.
The first area was the portion of the Wood
Shop where the floor had been removed to
allow access to the ground surface. Nine
units were excavated in that area. The sec-
ond area was the western side of the Wood
Shop where the concrete pad was located.
The pad was used for ovens from the for-
mer bakery. Adjacent to the concrete pad,
the floor was removed directly over where
the test unit would be located. The unit in
this area was labeled 58N37W. The third
area to test was under the shed attached to
the rear of the structure on the west. The
floor in the shed was made of a single layer
of planks nailed to a 2-in. x 4-in. board. The
unit under the shed was 68N55W. The unit
would allow evaluation of the areas that
were immediately adjacent to and in the
rear yard of the structures.

Sub-Surface Testing

Unit 62N7W ~ Wood Shop

The unit was located approximately on

the centerline of the building and several
feet west of the eastern front wall, and
measured 3-ft square (figure 31). This was
done to avoid any possible contamination
from later construction. The first level was
a surface collection of artifacts that could
be seen without excavation. This collec-
tion yielded a variety of building materials,
including tongue and groove flooring, 6-in.
rough-cut planks, and wire nails. Most of
the building materials recovered were from
the early 1940s construction of the Wood
Shop structure. Roofing materials and nails
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found below the pier beams are possibly re-
lated to the original 1898 building. The sur-
face layer was a very silty, fine grain loam

or sand. This layer appeared to be a thick
accumulation of dust, with a large amount
of pebbles and small cobbles on the surface
of the unit. Other artifacts collected from
the surface include plate window glass, flat
glass (both green and clear), amber bottle
glass, bones, metal strapping, fragments of
tin cans, and electrical wire with insulation.

The first excavated level resembled the sur-
face collection in every respect. Level 1 was
excavated as a natural level, approximately
03 ft - 0.4 ft deep. The artifacts recovered
include ceramic sherds, glass (both flat and
bottle), wire nails, a peach pit, and uniden-
tifiable metal fragments of varying sizes.

Level 2 was composed of light, yellowish-
brown, sandy silt. The number of artifacts
increased in the unit as the level deepened.
There were no stains or other indications
of features beyond a scatter of artifacts.

Figure 45: Depression in Southwest
Corner of Wood Shop
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There was a negligible amount of root
intrusion or other disturbances indicated
at the base of the level. At the bottom of
Level 2 there was a slight change in color,
and the fine grain sands were slightly more
compact. The majority of the g1 artifacts
are wire nails (n=73 mni), but also includes
bottle glass, window glass, and porcelain
insulators. The random yellow/brown
sands were light layers only slightly detect-
able within the second level.

The soils in Level 3 were a lighter version of
Level 2. The soil was sandy and had none of
the brown sands of the previous level. The
grain size was from fine to medium, and
there were few pebbles or cobbles present.
Only 39 artifacts were recovered from this
level and included mostly nails (n=23 mni)
and window glass (n=9 mni).

Level 4 saw a major increase in the density
of pebbles and cobbles. No artifacts were
recovered from this level. The soil matrix
consisted of a yellowish-brown, coarse,
sandy soil with small pebbles and medium
cobbles. This soil layer extended well be-
low the level of the pier beams. Upper level
artifacts that were dislodged by the clean-
ing of the wall profiles were discarded due
to the lack of provenience.

The bedded sands found below the surface
layer are representative of natural forma-
tion processes from water deposition. The
composition of the soils and the displaced
and scattered nature of the recovered
artifacts indicate the unit lay in an area that
had some exposure as a surface that was
open to trash deposition, and later covered
over. The collection of surface artifacts
appears to be a product of the later (1940s)
building phase with scant evidence of the
earlier 1898 constructions. Among the
surface artifacts recovered are two intact
bottles. The first is an amber beer bottle
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with “DURAGLAS” embossed on the
base. Numbers on the base identify it as an
Owen-Illinois bottle from the Charleston,
West Virginia, glass-house. According to
Toulouse (1971:170, 395, 403) the combina-
tion of elements on the base of the bottle
give a date range from 1940 to 1954. The
second bottle is a 1/2-pint whiskey flask.
Embossed on the shoulder was “Federal
Law Forbids” and “National Distillers.”
No manufacturing information was found
on National Distillers; however, the phrase
“Federal Law Forbids” dated after prohibi-
tion (1932) and was used until 1963 (Deiss
1981).

Unit 59N21W - Wood Shop

This unit was located in the southwestern
area of the exposed floor (figure 31). The
first level contained two strata. The first
was dark grayish brown, very fine sand,
very loose and heavy in pebbles and cob-
bles. The second layer was very dark gray,
loamy sand, which ranged in size from fine
to coarse. This soil layer was characterized
as poorly sorted with pebbles and cobbles.
Some of the artifacts recovered were from
either construction or destruction debris,
such as milled wood, nails, wall plaster,
mortar, brick, windowpane glass, metal
flashing, tarpaper, electrical insulators
(interior), and burned wood. Also recov-
ered were a few domestic artifacts such as
butchered bone, bottle caps, and assorted
bottle glass (total n=116 mni).

Level 2 was excavated entirely in the very
dark gray loamy sand. The artifacts re-
covered from this level were similar to the
previous level, but with a slightly higher fre-
quency (n=130 mni). They included nails,
roofing material, window glass, tarpaper, a
fragment of 35 mm camera film, decorated
glass, and bone.

The third level contained a different soil

layer. The soil was a light yellowish brown
with very fine sand and few pebbles or
cobbles. The artifacts recovered (n=81 mni)
include bones, nails, tin cans/containers,
and bottle glass. Level 4 contained no arti-
facts and was finished once glacial outwash
sediments were found.

Feature 8 - Unit 67N27W - Fasel

This unit was on the extreme western end
of the floor cut (figure 31). It was laid out
along one of the center pier beams to estab-
lish the context of the beam placement and
the early history of the construction in the
area.

The first level was similar to the other

units excavated in the floor cut. The soil
was dark grayish brown, mostly sand in
assorted grain sizes, with pebbles and
cobbles. The artifacts recovered from this
level are predominately building debris
(n=51 mni) with fewer (n=22 mni) domestic
artifacts. The artifacts included nails, bottle
caps, bottle and window glass, tin can frag-
ments, some milled/shaped wood pieces,
and ceramic sherds. At the base of the level
there was an upright cut post (4 in. x 4 in.;
feature 8) located in the northeast quadrant
of the unit.

Feature 8 was present throughout Level 2.
Associated artifacts reflect less construc-
tion debris and more domestic utilitarian
objects. The artifacts recovered (n=40 mni)
from the hole around the post were nails,
window glass, bottle glass, metal container
fragments, crockery, bone, burned wood
fragments, cork, and a marine bivalve
fragment. The soil in Level 3 was light yel-
lowish brown sand of very fine grain size,
with pebbles and cobbles. After Level 3
the unit was expanded another three feet
to the east (67N24W). The exposed post
was partially in the east wall, and expand-
ing the unit exposed the rest of the post.
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A total of 31 artifacts were recovered from
this level. The feature 8 post did not extend
down past Level 3. After the second unit
(67N24W) was excavated, it was discovered
that the feature actually comprised two
posts, located approximately 2.5 feet apart,
and aligned in the eastern half of the unit

(figure 46).

The first post was complete but weathered;
and the second post, located in the south-
east corner, had only fragmentary wood
remains in the excavated base depression.
These posts did not function as supports
for the Wood Shop structure, and it is
probable that the posts were pier supports
for the earlier Fasel/Red Front Building.

Feature g was a utility line trench with a
2.25-inch -diameter metal water pipe in it.
It passed through the southern end of the
unit and destroyed a major section of one
feature 8 post. The excavation was not able
to determine if the pipe supplied water or
was a gray water outlet possibly leading to
the feature 6 cesspool. The size of the pipe
suggests that it was a gray-water outlet pipe.

Feature 9 - Unit 63N27W - Wood
Shop

This unit was directly south of 67N27W
(figure 31). The unit further explored the
feature g gray-water pipe. The unit mea-
sured 1.5 feet north to south and 3 feet east
to west. The feature was a builder’s trench
that encompassed the entire 3-ft. x 1.5-ft.
unit with a 2.25-inch diameter pipe through
the length of the unit.

The soil in the first level was described as
dark grayish brown fill. The sand was fine
to coarse, and included in the matrix were
pebbles and cobbles. The field notes indi-
cate that a trench as large as the unit was
just below the surface of the ground. This
was the installation trench for the feature 9
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pipe. Artifacts recovered in the trench fill
include nails, brick, shell, window/bottle
glass, metal fragments, and the feature 9
metal pipe.

The first level of feature g was excavated
entirely in the trench fill. In the southwest
corner of the unit the pipe was discov-

ered to have a 45-degree angle coupling
(figure 47). The angled section of pipe ran
in a northeast/southwest direction. The
artifacts found in this level include nails,
insulators, bottles, window glass, and bottle
caps (n=75 mni).

The second level of feature g extended
down to the bottom of the trench feature.
Just below the pipe the soil turned to sterile
outwash sediments. The sediment was

Figure 46: Feature 8 Posts

grayish brown with medium-to-coarse
sand grains and numerous pebbles and
cobbles. Fewer artifacts (n=47 mni) were
recovered from this level, but are still simi-
lar in kind to the previous level.

Feature 8 - Unit 60N27W - Fasel

This unit was excavated to verify the exis-
tence of fill immediately beneath the pier
beam and to locate additional features that
relate to feature 8. The pier beam covered
half the unit, leaving a 1.5-ft. x 3-ft. area in
which to excavate.
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At the beginning of Level 1 sands were en-
countered that ranged from fine to coarse
along with pebbles and cobbles. The major-
ity of the artifacts came from a dark gray,
sandy soil. The artifacts recovered in this
level include nails, bone, glass, wood, and
metal fragments (n=30 mni).

Level 2 was excavated entirely in the dark
gray, sandy soil. The artifacts include a
whole sanitary can with single crimped end
seam and double side seam, a door knob,
nails, bone, window glass, milled wood,
crown bottle caps, brick, plaster, tarpaper,
and ceramics (n=174 mni). The level was
abruptly ended when glacial outwash sedi-
ments were encountered nearly one foot
below the datum.

Unit 69N27W - Wood Shop

This unit was initially three feet on a side,
however, a pier beam on the south covered
roughly one foot of the unit. The only level
excavated in this unit was entirely in a dark
grayish brown, sandy soil. The sand size
ranged between very coarse to medium
and contained a large amount of cobbles
and pebbles. The level was discontinued

at roughly one foot of depth when sterile
bedded sands were encountered. The bed-
ded sands were used as an indication of
outwash sediments. Artifacts consisted of
bone, nails, and crown bottle caps, tin can
fragments, bottle glass, brick mortar and
plaster fragments (n=84 mni).

Unit 72N27W - Wood Shop

This unit was excavated in the same man-
ner as the previous unit (69N27W). A 1-foot
thick level was excavated to the top of the
bedded sands. Artifacts recovered were
glass, bone, brick mortar, and metal can
fragments.

Feature 9, 63N27W + -

-

Figure 47: Feature 9 Sewer Pipe

Unit 60N4W - Wood Shop

This was a small 1-ft. x 2-ft. unit near the
east wall of the wood shop (figure 31). The
unit was excavated in two levels with a total
depth of 0.3 foot. The artifacts consisted of
post-1950s trash. Because of their very late
age, no artifacts were retained for analysis.

Scrapes A & B - Wood Shop

After unit excavations were completed,
two large areas were outlined for a surface
scrape (figure 31). The wooden sills on
their northern and southern limits defined
these areas. Scrape Area A measured nine
feet east to west and three feet north to
south. In a portion of the scrape area was
unit 69N7W. The grid coordinates were
from 63N3W to 63N12W. Only identifiable
and datable artifacts were retained. The
artifacts were provenienced by the unit in

which they were found. No additional fea-
tures were found in the scrape area.

Scrape Area B included the cleared surface
between unit 66 N18W to 66 N3W. The area
was 15 feet east to west and three feet north
to south. The main purpose of this scrape
was to find more features that related to
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feature 8, however, no further information
was recovered.

Unit 58N37W - Wood Shop

This unit was specially cut near the con-
crete pad where a large bake oven had
been located in the 1950s and 1960s (figure
48). The unit was excavated to determine
if the installation of the concrete pad had
disturbed older deposits; however, no such
deposits were found.

The soil from the first level was grayish
brown sand and was similar to other exca-
vations in the wood shop. Artifacts found
in this level include a buckle, a button,
bottle glass, crockery, bone, shell, nails, tin
can fragments, brick, coal and white-ware
ceramic sherds (n=89 mni). At the start of
Level 2, a thin layer of wood was encoun-
tered that extended across the unit (figure
49). Further excavation did not reveal any
associated building materials such as struc-
tural members or hardware fasteners that
would indicate that the wood was an inten-
tional structure such as a floor. The wood
did have a layer of paper with some backing
material, most likely tarpaper, that sug-
gests instead roofing material. The artifacts
recovered include a peach pit, cork, ceram-
ics, shell, bottle glass, bone, brick, nails, can
fragments, and a shoe grommet (n=74 mni).
Few artifacts were recovered from Level 3
(n=22 mni). Near the base of the level, light
brownish gray sand was encountered. This
was an indication of bedded sands, which
ended the excavation in the unit.

Nothing in Level 3 signified the purpose of
the wood found in Level 2. The presence of
the wood just above the bedded sands indi-
cated that it could have had some function
with the gold rush era building. The instal-
lation of the concrete pad did not appear to
disturb older deposits.

CHAPTER 5: Excavation Summary

Feature 10, Unit 68N55W - Wood
Shop

This unit was located in the shed area on
the west side of the wood shop (figure 31).
The floor consisted of one layer of tongue-
and-groove planking. Another jumble

of floor joists and supports was revealed
below the flooring. The main support in the
center was a 4-in. X 4-in. beam laid directly
on the ground surface. On the west wall

of the building a 2-in. x 4-in. wall stud was
used as a support beam with shims under-
neath for leveling.

Another shorter wall stud was used just

to the east as a support beam. It also was
shimmed underneath presumably for level-
ing. The floor joists were 2-in. x 4-in. wall
studs cut to the 10-foot width of the build-
ing. The poor construction method sug-
gests that this shed was built in haste and
with a minimal knowledge of framing.
Level 1 was composed of grayish brown
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Figure 48: Concrete Pad after Removal of
Building

sand that was coarse to fine with pebbles
and cobbles. The artifacts recovered in-
clude bottle glass, crown bottle caps, win-
dowpane fragments, brick, bones, nails,
and wood debris (n=129 mni). Level 2 also
consisted entirely of grayish brown sand.
The soil was loosely packed and rocky in
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the southwest corner. Artifacts recovered
include brick, glass, a whole bottle, bones,
and nails (n=44 mni).

In the third level on the western side of the
unit the soil changed to a light brownish
gray that was compacted and contained
pebbles and cobbles. On the eastern side
the soil changed to a dark grayish brown
that was very organic and loamy with a high
concentration of pebbles and cobbles. A
small lens of the grayish brown sand was
in the center of the unit (figure 50, profile
view). There was a slight depression in the
light brownish gray layer that was thought
to have been a builder’s trench, but subse-
quent excavations did not support this
speculation. The artifacts recovered in-
clude brick, nails, and windowpane frag-
ments (n=55 mni).

KLGO
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Figure 49: Wood Planking in 58N37W

During excavations of the fourth level,

the field notes indicate that a layer of rock
was found with small amounts of loosely
compacted soil in the spaces between rocks
(figure 50, plan view). This was similar to
other pebble and cobble cesspools found
on the site. The top of the feature was

cleared off for the next level (feature 10).
Recovered artifacts consisted of nails,
glass, brick, bones, wood, and caulking
(n=36 mni). Based on previous experience
this feature was tentatively identified as a
cesspool or gray water box. Even though
no structural wood was found in this level,
the soil composition and deposition were
consistent with previous cesspool excava-
tions. The excavator noted that the feature
may have started in the previous level but
was indistinguishable from the non-feature
soil. Artifacts recovered were not separated
between the feature and Level 3 for the
same reason, but only the feature was ex-
cavated from level 5 to the close of the unit.
Artifacts include nails, glass, brick, mortar,
bones, and metal fragments (n=27 mni).

Small pockets of soil were found through-
out the first level of feature 10. In the level
there appeared to be a fragment of wood
cribbing that would have been typical of
cesspool construction. Some pebbles and
cobbles when removed had voids beneath
them, most likely produced by rapid filling
or created by decomposition of organic
matter between the cobbles. Artifacts from
this level include nails, glass, brick, mortar,
bones, and metal fragments (n=35 mni).

The second level in feature 10 was nearly
0.5 foot thick. No changes were seen in the
feature. Also, no further wood cribbing
was found, which was necessary to bolster
the idea of a cesspool. The artifacts found
in this level include nails, brick, mortar,
burned wood, bottle glass, window glass,
and metal fragments (n=83 mni).

By the middle of the third level in feature
10, the coarseness of the sand grains in-
creased and continued to the lowest por-
tion of the level. Artifacts were recovered
at the beginning of the level, but none near
the bottom. Artifacts recovered include
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nails, metal fragments, glass, bone, and
charcoal (n=197 mni). In the upper portion
of the level in the northwest corner, a foot
from a cast iron stove was found. No other
associated stove parts were found in the
entire unit. Glacial outwash sediments were
encountered roughly 2.5 feet below the unit
datum.

The artifacts recovered from the feature
have a wide date range, from 1904 to 1946.
Without further diagnostic artifacts, it was
impossible to refine the dating. It is pos-
sible that the feature dates from the early
1930s to the early 1940s. The Hotel Seattle
on Lot 2 was known to cover the area from
very early in the gold rush until the 1930s
when it supposedly was demolished (table
B-1). The lack of definite wood cribbing
and pipes made it difficult to label feature
10 as a cesspool. However, no other evi-
dence points to a different use.

Summary of Sub-Floor Excavations in
the Wood Shop

In the excavations of the units in the east-
ern (front) half of the structure, there was
a high frequency of construction related
materials. The materials were modern and
reflected construction from the early 1940s.
The materials consisted of modern electri-
cal wire, wire nails, and plastic products.
These artifacts were deposited on top of
the destruction debris materials of the
Fasel/Red Front Building. The artifacts
representative of the gold rush era build-
ing and its destruction include tin roofing,
tarpaper, fire-checked brick, wire nails, and
glass bottles and windowpane fragments.

Excavations in the open trench area of the
feature g water/sewer line support the his-
torical building sequence. The excavation
of the pipe can be dated to the 1940s ad-

dition by the feature profile, which clearly
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cuts through the earlier levels. In addition,
the line can be traced to the previously
excavated (1995) gray water or cesspool
(feature 6) located south of the structure.

The gold rush building was also repre-
sented in the fragments of plate glass dis-
play windows. The thickest window glass
was found in the units on the eastern side
of the building. The thick glass corresponds
to the large display windows that faced
Broadway in the Fasel/Red Front Store. The
units farther from the east wall had thinner
window glass, indicating that residential-
type windows were in the rear or side of
the building.

The excavations support the historical
record as to the sequence of building con-
structions and expansions. In the lowest
levels artifacts were infrequent and scat-
tered. Higher levels show larger frequen-
cies of similar artifacts; however, structural
debris was much more common. Artifacts
such as roofing materials and wallpaper
sections were mixed together, which are
the kinds of disparate materials heaped
together when a structure is demolished.
These artifacts were found in Level 2 of
58N37W and 60N27W, Level 3 of 59N21W
and 62N7W, and feature 8.

If the site was open to the elements after
the demolition of the original structure,

it was not readily discernible in the ar-
cheological record. As many as eight years
passed between the demolition of the
Fasel/Red Front Store and the construc-
tion of the Wood Shop in 1942. The poor
construction of the flooring lends credence
to the hypothesis that the Wood Shop was
quickly built. No evidence of fire to the ear-
lier building was seen, so it was presumed
that the gold rush building had simply be-
come a victim of structural instability.
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Figure 50: North Profile and Plan View of 68N55W
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1997

Feature 20, Unit 56N29W - Wood
Shop

During the sub-floor investigations in the
wood shop, in 1996, a large circular depres-
sion about 5 or 6 feet in diameter was found
under the south wall, west of the centerline
(figure 31). Time constraints did not allow
for excavation in the depression. An auger
test was performed in the center of the
depression to determine the nature of the
deposit. Enough artifacts were recovered
from the auger hole to warrant additional
investigations. In 1997, the portion of wall
above the depression was removed. The
unit was laid out so that it cut through only
a portion of the depressed area. The unit
measured 3-feet square and was given the
coordinates 56N29W. Figure 51 is a profile
drawing of the west wall of this unit. Fea-
ture 20 was identified in this unit (table 2).

The surface of the unit sloped sharply
down to the south. A very spongy humic
soil was found under the leaves. The soil
in the first level was not screened, and no
artifacts were retained. At roughly 0.75 foot
down an intact soil layer was contacted.

The second level was excavated mostly in
the north to even out the unit. The level
was an arbitrary 0.3 foot thick. The soil was
reddish brown near the top of the level
and grayish brown at the base of level. The
artifacts include small bottle fragments,
windowpanes, tin cans, and bones (n=117
mni). In level 3, a fill-like soil was found on
the north side of the unit and spread across
the floor of the unit. The artifacts were
clustered on the south side of the unit away
from the fill-like soil.

Level 4 was an arbitrary 0.3 foot thick. The
fill increased until it covered most of the
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unit, except for the center and southwest
corner. The color of the fill was dark, gray-
ish brown. The artifacts came from the
center of the unit and include nails, bones,
bottle and window glass, textile, plastic,
brick, and a .38 caliber cartridge (n=84
mni).

In Level 5, the soil consisted of a loose
matrix between large pebbles and cobbles.
Ashy, burned material was in the center of
the unit. A small vertical post was in the
northwest corner as well as a bottle in the
southeast. The artifacts were concentrated
in the southern half of the unit.

In Level 6, a whole Lea & Perrins bottle
was recovered. Coal chunks, paint chips,
glass, nails, and bone fragments were also
found in the level (n=84 mni). The soil

in the northwest with the post was loose
coarse sand with cobbles. In the southwest
the soil was a fine grain sand and gravel.
The center contained burned material and
paint chips.

In Level 7, a horizontal wood beam was
found in the north end of the unit. Ashy/
charcoal soil was present in the south por-
tion of the unit. The artifacts consisted of
nails, glass, brick, ceramics, coal chunks,
wood, and concrete fragments (n=103 mni).
The wood beam in the north section of the
unit continued through Level 8. Another
beam was also found in the southern por-
tion of the unit in Level 8. Plastic was found
in this level as well as tin can fragments,
brick, nail, glass, ceramics, and sewer pipe
fragments (n=64 mni). The beams in the
unit were designated as feature 20. The
structural feature was classified tentatively
as a builder’s trench or cribbing for a gray-
water box or cesspool.

The first level in feature 20 contained wood
beams in an advanced state of decay. The

Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Vol. 9. Excavations at the Pantheon Saloon Complex 83



CHAPTER 5: Excavation Summary

AUGER HOLE

KLGO
PANTHEON PROJECT
56N 29W
WEST WALL PROFILE
N—'——<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>