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Abstract 

A group of buildings built between 1898 and 1904 
cover a series of archeological deposits associ­
ated with the Mascot Saloon, the longest lived sa­
loon operated by the same owner at the same lo­
cation in the gold rush town of Skagway, Alaska. 
Built during the gold rush, and then continuing to 
cater to the working class men of this railroad and 
shipping port until local prohibition in July 1916, 
the Mascot Saloon witnessed all phases of saloon 
life. A thorough contextual history explores the 
multitude and types of saloons in Skagway 
throughout its pre-Prohibition years; the effects 
of reform movements throughout Southeast 
Alaska on liquor licensing, pricing, gambling, and 
women in saloons; the influence of the declining 
economy on the saloons; and the incidence of 
crimes in the saloons. Once the context is set, a 
detailed history of the Mascot Saloon follows. Es­
pecial attention is paid to correlating historic pho­
tographs of known dates to maps of the archeo­
logical investigation grid. 

The horizontal stratigraphy on the site was excel­
lent, and allowed the archeologists to separate gold 
rush from post-gold rush era deposits. The gold 
rush saloon (1898 - 1899) served a much larger 
proportion of whiskey in bottles than it did beer 

or wine; snacks of nuts were served; meals with 
beer were common; the stampeders were free with 
their money; women were present in the saloon. 
After the gold rush (1900 - 1904), more beer in 
bottles appeared in the archeological collections; 
the nut snacks were replaced by free lunches, in­
cluding clam chowder; while beer remained popu­
lar, the less expensive mutton appeared on the 
menu more frequently; money grew tighter and 
not so many coins and tokens were lost; the women 
left the saloon. During both time periods on this 
urban frontier, flasks were not used for social 
drinking in the saloon, but for private drinking in 
the work yard or the privy. 

The post-1904 period at the Mascot Saloon barely 
exists in an archeological context, and then only 
as construction or structural debris. 

Research themes include adjustments in consump­
tion habits from boom times to ordinary times, the 
mining frontier's interactions with markets to the 
south, and changes in social relationships during 
the reforms of the Progressive era. The insights 
glimpsed at the Mascot Saloon make a contribu­
tion beyond the field of Alaskan archeology. 
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Preface and Acknowledgements 

Figure 1. Photograph of the 
archeological crew under the original 
Mascotte Saloon portion of the Mascot 
Saloon Group of buildings, April 1986. 
From left to right, back: Paul Gleeson, 
Nicole Von Gaza, Doug Sanvik and 
Doug Mahle; Front: John Johnson and 
Karl Gurcke. 

I remember it was pretty cold that February. 
There was not much snow. The wind in Skagway 
wouldn't let it settle. The National Park Service's 
Regional Archeologist Ted Birkedal and Compli­
ance Archeologist Paul Gleeson met me there to 
go over the status of the archeological compli­
ance with Section 106 of the Historic Preserva­
tion Act. Back in the days when I was known as 
Cathy Blee, I still had several backlogged reports 
to write from my several years of fieldwork in 
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park. 
We all anticipated additional ground disturbance 
under historic buildings as the Service did more 
rehabilitation work. We needed to prioritize the 
remaining archeological work and figure out 
how to get it done in view of my writing obliga­
tions. 

Ted remembers the day we got to the Mascot 
Saloon. It was late in our agenda. I'd done some 
tests under the southern portion of the building, 
but not the older, more inaccessible portion, and 
I'd never been under that part of the old 
structure. He recalls 

Paul scrambled under the building 
through a small crawlspace door... He 
then called for me to come in and see 
something. I crawled in and we could 
observe the surface of the ground under 
the Mascot was littered with peanut 
shells, bits of bark and other minor 
forest floor debris, and broken glass 
from bottles. Paul thought it looked like 
the original surface of the ground from 
the '98 era had been sealed in under the 
crawlspace. I cannot remember if Cathy 
came in too or whether she took our 
word for it (I do remember her standing 
outside the access "door" at one point 
while we discussed what we had seen 
[after much deep thought, I do recollect 
a crawl under the Mascot, so I probably 
went in after them - CHS]). Anyway, 
we then realized that the archeological 
deposits under the Mascot were of 
significance, for they dated to the 
earliest occupation of Skagway and 
were worthy of data recovery prior to 
any ground-disturbing activity. The 
eventual outcome was that [the Alaska] 
Region[al Office] was told to get all the 
necessary work done that spring for 
DSC [the Denver Service Center, who 

was responsible for design and construc­
tion projects in the National Park 
Service] was "a comin'" by I think late 
May or early June to rip up the 
crawlspace to put in utilities (Birkedal 
2004). 

As with any archeological project, this one did 
not belong to any one person, and certainly not 
to the one whose name is on the cover of this 
report. Paul Gleeson undertook the resultant 
archeological investigations in April and May 
1986, assisted by seasonal archeological assistant 
Nichole A. von Gaza and later park Cultural 
Resource Specialist and Historian Karl Gurcke. 
Karl was the photographer during the fieldwork 
and crew leader when Paul had to leave before 
field work was completed. The three of them 
enjoyed all the pleasure of finding buried 
treasure while banging their heads on the floor 
joists and freezing their you-guessed-its off 
(Figure 1). The park's day labor and maintenance 

crew was working on various building restora­
tions at the time, and offered their considerable 
assistance to the field crew. Of especial assis­
tance were Doug Mahle, Doug Sanvik and John 
Johnson, Andrew Beierly, Si Dennis, Jr., Pat 
Moore and Jeff Graham. Construction supervi­
sor Ray Todd and Chief of Maintenance John 
Warder were, as usual, cheerfully accommodat -
ing of the archeologists' unusual needs and 
requests. 

By the time I inherited the writing of this report, 
much of the analytical work had been completed 
and was simply awaiting my putting it all to­
gether. Gwen Hurst, who operated a field 
laboratory during the excavations, identified and 
wrote a section on the bottle glass (Appendix B). 
Jed Levin and Ed Morin, then with the National 
Park Service's Applied Archeology Center of the 
Denver Service Center, completed the analysis 
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and description of all other artifact categories, 
and organized the material in a way that was 
easy for me to access. David Huelsbeck, now 
with Pacific Lutheran University, analyzed, 
identified and completed a report on the faunal 
remains. His report constitutes Appendix C. 
Karlene Leeper, from the Alaska Regional 
Office, prepared a preliminary background 
history. She wrote some of what now appears in 
the Introduction. Karl Gurcke had already 
written a part of what is now in the methodology 
section of Chapter 4 and had made a good start 
on an outline. Karl also gets special writing credit 
as a contributor for his extensive services as co-
editor. His services in that area were indispens­
able. No writer could have wanted more or 
better. 

Chapter 2 and the detailed history of the saloon 
in Chapter 3. 

The contextual history is more than just a 
physical history of the Mascot Saloon. It is a 
history of the Mascot, its owner, and its custom -
ers within the context of the town's history, the 
local and regional politics, and the other saloons 
in the community. It is my sincere hope that the 
park will forgive me this tangent. I believe it was 
necessary because, among other things, we are 
now firmly grounded on the dates of the 
photographs. And we know far, far more about 
Skagway - and its saloons, gambling, crimes, 
politics, feminist movements, and newspaper 
editors - than I ever dreamed we would know 
before. 

When Ted, Paul and I crawled under the Mascot 
on that cold February day in 1986,1 had no idea I 
would be involved in this project in any way, 
shape or form. I thought I might get to review 
the report before it was published. Never did I 
dream I would have the choice job of writing it 
up without suffering the cold and wet. In 1998, 
the Applied Archeology Center of the Denver 
Service Center was disbanded as part of a 
general reorganization. The project fell into the 
capable hands of my good friend, George 
Teague, then Chief of the Western Archeological 
and Conservation Center (WACC) of the 
National Park Service. I had transferred to the 
National Park Service's Intermountain Support 
Office in Santa Fe (IMSF) in 1997. The person 
George had wanted to put on the Mascot 
project suddenly had a conflict. He and I 
reported to the same supervisor. Dropping one 
other backlogged report like a hot potato, I 
gleefully told George I would help him out of his 
bind. I completed the spatial analysis begun by 
Gwen and added the functional and statistical 
analyses. 

In the summer of 2001, as I was finishing up the 
spatial analysis and beginning to prepare the 
series of maps that are shown in Figures 58, 63 
and 79-97,1 realized I did not know enough to 
be able to confidently date the historic photo­
graphs compiled by Karlene Leeper. My 
familiarity with Skagway suggested different 
dates than those tentatively assigned by Karlene 
and Paul. Also, in going through the newspaper 
files that Jed and Karlene had forwarded to me, I 
found a number of copies missing. I had some of 
the newspapers on microfilm myself, and began 
re-reading them; I borrowed more microfilm 
rolls from the park and began a major effort at 
primary research. The park kindly agreed to a 
time extension to allow me to complete that 
research. The result is the contextual history in 

A note on the spelling of names: Skagway's 
earliest citizens spelled their city's name as 
"Skaguay," the convention giving way to the 
more modern spelling by the turn of the century. 
I use the older spelling only in quotes. The name 
"The Mascotte Saloon" refers to the establish­
ment owned by Charles Rohbeck at the north­
west corner of Third Avenue and Broadway 
from no later than June 1898 to the following 
December. The saloon and hotel at Sheep Camp 
that pre-dated it, and the business owned by 
Albert Reinert after January 1899 both went by 
the name of the "Mascot Saloon." The spelling of 
people's names varied widely in the historic 
documents. I tried to use the spelling that was 
most common, or that used in a person's own 
handwriting, if possible. Again, if a different 
spelling appeared in a direct quote, I maintained 
the original author's spelling. If there is some 
confusion, I try to clarify the passage with sic. 

One other note: in the task directive for this 
project, I agreed to use the method of citation 
specified by the journal of the Society for 
Historical Archaeology. I do indeed use that 
method of citation for those portions of the 
report dealing with the archeological material. 
However, for the primary historical literature, 
that method of citation is extremely cumber­
some. It would so interrupt the flow of the 
narrative that the reader would become ex­
tremely frustrated. I firmly believe that no 
method of citation can approach the beauty and 
simplicity of the endnote when dealing with 
primary historical materials, and will not 
apologize for its use in Chapters 2 and 3. The 
References Cited section is formatted in the 
editorial style recommended by the professional 
journal Historical Archaeology. It covers both the 
historical and archeological portions of the 
report. 
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