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FOREWORD

FOREWORD

The natural threats to Wide Reed Ruin were obvious in 1972 when Jim Mount excavated the north
portion of the site. Since that time, erosion control efforts have kept the site from further destruction. However,
the placement of gabions within the wash on the north slope of Wide Reed Ruin redirected Pueblo Colorado Wash
water downstream into the Sand Dune Site; the effect being accelerated erosion of that site in the intervening
years--a reminder to us about cause and effect in attempting to alter nature. Because of the massive erosion at
the Sand Dune Site, archeological testing in 1981 and 1985 was conducted, and complete excavation in 1987
has confirmed Brugge’s statement on the Sand Dune Site as the location of an early Navajo occupation (see
Brugge’s discussion of Site 4 in Appendix | of this report).

Wide Reed Ruin still survives much as it did in 1972, but Mount’s work, along with his colleagues
contributions, was known only to those few aware of the manuscript dwelling in government file cabinets for over
two decades. The information compiled has been quite useful to me in my archeological work at the Sand Dune
Site and around the trading post and | hoped through the years to bring the manuscript to its final form. When
| finally met Mr. Mount in the mid-1980s, | told him of my desire to someday make his manuscript available to a
larger audience. He expressed his appreciation but, understandably, declined to invest more of his time in the
matter.

| took it upon myself to get the manuscript to press, and, with apologies to Mr. Mount and his co-authors,
took a few liberties as | went. | attempted to keep the report in much of its original form, with the following
exceptions: 1) Mount’s Appendix || (ROOM AND AREA DESCRIPTIONS) is incorporated into Chapter 3, while his
Appendices lll and IV (PROTECTION OF THE SITE and VANDALISM) are included in Chapter 1; 2) all line drawings
are redrafted for better reproduction since | did not have access to the originals; 3) all tables are reformatted for
consistency through the report; 4) past tense usage is changed to present tense where appropriate; 5) at the cost
of some quality, all photographs are duplicated from those in the original manuscript since | did not have access
to the original negatives; and 6) other minor editing was done to bring the text nearer to current style guidelines.
The intent is to bring the report to a finished product for wider distribution and not to change any ideas or wording
of the authors.

Although several other investigations have been completed in the Ganado area since Mount’s work (some
of which are mentioned in this volume), | believe this report contains pertinent information on an area and time
period still little understood in the archeological profession today. Many questions remain about the polygonal-
shaped pueblos of the region and the ceramic artifacts associated with them, particularly Klageto Black-on-White.
Mount and his colleagues provide some useful insight into such questions and a point of departure for other
investigators.

| would like to extend my appreciation to several people who made this production possible, including:
Jim Mount and his colleagues for the initial work; Ronnie Hill at the Western Archeological and Conservation
Center in Tucson for locating the original manuscript for loan (where all project artifacts and documentation are
curated); Larry V. Nordby, Chief of the Division of Anthropology in Santa Fe for providing the funding and staff
time to rework the manuscript; Jerry Livingston, Scientific lllustrator (Division of Anthropology) for the
photographic reproductions; and especially Rose Ortiz and Patricia Turley (Division of Anthropology) for their extra
effort in typing the manuscript and tables in time to meet the deadline.

JAMES E. BRADFORD
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SANTA FE
1993
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

James E. Mount

The decision to excavate at Wide Reed Ruin (Figure 1) was made by National Park Service
authorities, including Superintendent Kevin McKibbin and Curator David Brugge of Hubbell Trading Post
National Historic Site and officials from the Navajo Lands Group. Local tradition has it that part of the
site had "long ago" been claimed by the Pueblo Colorado Wash. In 1972 it was plain that the northern
portion was in imminent danger from further erosion. The northwest corner, for instance, was perched
atop a 6 m vertical cut, which had been carved by Pueblo Colorado Wash.

GOALS AND PROCEDURES

Funds were allocated for excavation of the endangered area. It was decided in the field that
excavation would be taken back away from the wash to a point where the bank would rest at a natural
angle of repose. On the site map (Figure 2) this area is above, or north of, the solid black line. As
fieldwork progressed, it was decided that most of the site could be preserved; therefore, the remainder
of the site was not excavated since it was not in any apparent danger, and there were no other
practical reasons for digging there. Our initial goals were to excavate and protect those parts of the
site that were endangered by the wash.

Secondly, we were to thoroughly describe the cultural remains recovered in the course of this
work. We also had to keep in mind that the main thing to be guarded against in emergency site
salvage operations, such as ours at Wide Reed Ruin, is the collection of a mass of inert facts. Living
people built the pueblo and it is our duty as archeologists and anthropologists to investigate, as
thoroughly as possible, the life-ways of these thirteenth-century villagers. The restrictions placed on
our area of excavation were very real, but it was felt that a valid research orientation could be devised
and that significant archeological problem-solving could be carried out during the course of the project.

Initial concern centered on the standard archeological problems of culture-type and chronology;
i.e., who built the site and when? We also wanted to determine the manner in which the builders of
Wide Reed Ruin exploited the resources of the Ganado area for subsistence. Our research is, at least,
a small contribution to the ecological history of the valley. It became apparent during excavation that
the site was planned and built as a unit, and we were prompted to explain this phenomenon.
Hypotheses came thick and fast and included the possibility of the migration of a social unit and the
suggestion that Wide Reed was an early trade, agricultural or craft center; or a combination of all of
these. Some theories died faster than others, but most were tested, at least tentatively, against the
data.

Defining functional activity areas within the site was a central concern. Structures and areas
in the site could be classified according to size, placement and associated features, such as mealing
bins and hearths. Hypotheses were made about the use of structures in each category and tested
against data on artifact assemblages and pollen profiles. We assumed there was purposeful behavior
involved in the building and use of these areas, and hoped to elucidate the intent of the original
occupants as much as possible. One interesting result of our studies was that we detected variation
in the rigidity of prescribed use between categories over time. Activities in the kiva and West Plaza,
for instance, did not change while other areas of the pueblo reflected much modification and change
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in function. Since the site appears to have been occupied for a relatively short period of time, its plan
presents an interesting baseline for comparative studies in function within a cooperating unit.

Attempts were made to discern at least a faint glimmer of extant social units. We started with
the spatial distribution of architectural categories and then looked for variation in the stylistic treatment
of artifacts, utility ware ceramics in particular.

The relative success and failure of these ventures is described in the appropriate sections and
in the summary, along with suggestions for long-range goals of future study in the area.

PROTECTION OF THE SITE

Several nonscientific, but very necessary, tasks were performed at Wide Reed Ruin, in addition
to standard excavation procedures. The motive for excavation was the retrieval of valuable
archeological information being threatened by the Pueblo Colorado Wash.

It was felt that excavation should be carried out in the three main, continuous parts of the site
being threatened and that as much of the site as possible was to be preserved. At first, it was thought
that rooms 1-5 and part of the West Plaza were beyond saving from destruction. Figure 3 shows the
condition of the river bank that supported these structures and illustrates why this was considered the
most threatened part of the site. Figure 4 shows what would have been lost if preventive measures
had not been taken.

Figure b shows the next most endangered area; the area of Room 10 (foreground) to Room
4. Most of the damage had already been done in this area. Trees at the bottom of the slope served
to stabilize the situation. Figure 6 shows the same area, from the opposite direction, after excavation.

The western side of the site (Figure 7) had suffered some erosion and much human, sheep and
goat traffic, in addition to an occasional bovine. The main route had been through the south portion
of Room 14.

These, then, were our problem areas. In the course of excavation, screened backdirt was
dumped and packed at the base of the northwest vertical bank. Sandstone blocks from wall rubble
were used as a base and covering for the new slope (see Figure 6). Figure 8 shows this phase of
protection completed.

When excavation was completed, and backdirt sources exhausted, clean sand was brought
in to fill the excavated site and to complete the slope facing the river (Figure 9). Black polyethylene
plastic was placed at the limits of all excavation to serve as protection and to serve as a guide in the
event of future excavations. Figure 4 shows the condition of the site on June 23, 1972; the last day
of our work at Wide Reed Ruin. Because further, planned, preventive measures were not taken, our
sand and rock reinforcement was washed away by heavy rains during the winter of 1972-73.

VANDALISM

Sometime over the weekend of June 10 and 11, 1972, an unknown person or persons entered
Wide Reed Ruin and did extensive damage to floor features in the northwest portion of the site.
Figures 10 and 11 illustrate damage in the West Plaza and Room 14, respectively. Good relations with



Anglo and Navajo leaders in the area, even the most anti-government and anti-Anglo, were maintained
at all times. No motive or explanation was ascertained.
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URE 3: River Bank Cut at Northwest Corner of Wide

Reed Ruin.

FIG

FIELDWORK

Wide Reed Ruin is located 0.2 mi east of Hubbell Trading Post in Ganado, Arizona, between
the trading post access road and Pueblo Colorado Wash (see Figure 1). Excavation, backfill and
general site protection activities were carried out in the months of May and June 1972 under the field
direction of James E. Mount, and the general supervision of Don P. Morris. Chauncey Marie Neboyia
of Chinle, Arizona filled the role of crew foreman while on loan from the Antelope House Project
(Canyon de Chelly). Crew members for the Wide Reed Ruin project were Kee Bahe Jake, Paul Begay,
Raymond Kinlicheene, Ernest Shorty, Francis Tsosi and Fred Tsosi. Special field assistant to the
archeologist was Ann McKibbin of Ganado, who helped in all phases of the operation. Cecelia
Anderson, also of Ganado, was a valuable volunteer who excavated a number of features in the work
areas.



FIGURE 5: View West and Downstream Along the Northwest Portio
of the Site From the Area of Room 10 Before Excavation.
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FIGURE 6: View East Showing Screened Backdirt Being Deposited at the
Base of the Bank Below the Northwest Corner of the Site.

FIGURE 7: View of West Side of Ruin
Showing Heavy Use by Men and Animals.



Backfill Reihforcemer{t Completed in Northwest

FIGURE 8

Corner of Site.
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Clean Sand Reinfdrcement Over Backfiil.
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