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PREFACE

The site of Quarai Pueblo has seen a great deal of archeological work
over the past one hundred years, yet curiously, little has been published. In
order to remedy this situation, The National Park Service contracted with Dr.
Wesley Hurt, principle investigator of the 1939-1940 excavations at the site,
to dust off his already historical notes in 1985.

If Dr. Hurt could have foreseen that it would take fifty years to write
up the results of his excavations at the Quarai pueblo and mission, he may
never have started work. It may, in fact, be an un-beatable record. The
National Park Service is proud to be able to present this volume to Dr. Hurt
on the fiftieth anniversery of the WPA sponsored excavations and hopes that
it will take its well deserved place among the classics of early Southwestern

archeological literature.

John Cook
Regional Director
National park Service

Southwest Region
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EXCAVATIONS OF THE QUARAI
PUEBLO AND CONVENTO, 1939-1940

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument, New Mexico

Wesley R. Hurt

INTRODUCTION

As one phase of a long-term excavation and stabilization project at the
main Quarai Churches, Convento and Pueblo the Museum of New Mexico and
the Works Projects Administration undertook in 1939-1940 the work described
in this report (Map 1). The site lies about eight miles northwest of
Mountainair, New Mexico, and about one mile and a half southwest of the
Hispanic village of Punta de Agua. The major objectives of the 1939-1940
Project were to finish uncovering the convento and to stabilize the walls of
this structure and the main church, to outline the outside walls of the Pueblo
in the sections nearest the main church and to stabilize these walls, to
landscape the area by planting trees and building pathways and to construct
a visitors center and parking area on the west side of the monument property.
To accomplish the latter projects it was necessary to enlarge and gravel an old
wagon trail that led to the parking lot. Although it was considered important

to reconstruct the history of Quarai, this task had a secondary priority.

Physical Setting

The Quarai Unit of the Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument is
located in Sapato Canyon in the general region known as the Salinas Province,
a name referring to the salt lakes to the east of Mountainair. The site lies in
the foothills of the Manzano Mountains to the west, while to the east are
terraces of extinct Lake Estancia. Agriculture is possible in the lower reaches

of Sapato Canyon by irrigation utilizing the eastward flowing ephemeral
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stream that begins near the south side of Mound A (also referred to as the
"South Mound").

In the hills surrounding the site are outcrops of red sandstone. In the
immediate vicinity of Quarai are forests of the Upper Sonoran Life Zone that
include pinon pines, juniper, cottonwood and willow with an undergrowth of
wild plums and chokecherries. Cacti are also present. Summer temperatures
may range from 95° F. and winter as low as 5° F. To the southeast of
Mountainair were the Tompiro-speaking villages of Tabira, Jumanos (Gran
Quivira) and Pueblo Pardo, while to the west of this city in Abo Canyon
were the sites of Abo and Tenabo. Along the eastern foothills of the Manzano
Mountains and north of Quarai were the Tiwa-speaking villages of Tajique
and Chilili, the latter being the furthest away. The Indians of Quarai also

spoke Tiwa.

A Brief History of Quarai

Since John P. Wilson has already published an adequate history of Quarai
only a summary of the known major events will be given (1977). Much of the
information given below has as its source Wilson’s work. In addition, research
in progress by historians of the National Park Service have added to or
revised some of the dates and sequence of events as given by Wilson (James
E. Ivey, personal communication, 1986).

Apparently the first Spaniards to visit Salinas Province were those of a
small party led by Captain Francisco Chamuscado and Fray Augustin
Rodgrigues in A.D. 1581-1582, when they spent a short time visiting five of
the Salinas Pueblos. Quarai, however, was not specifically mentioned by a
recognizable name. Likewise this site was not referred to by name by the
expedition of Captain Antonio Espejo, which in 1583 visited the Pueblos of
Abo and probably Tenabo.

In October, 1598, Governor Juan de Onate, after establishing the first
permanent Spanish settlement in New Mexico, visited the Salinas Pueblos, but
again Quarai was not referred to by a positive name. Wilson, however,

suggests that the village called "Acolocu", mentioned by Onate, may have






