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P R E F A C E 

The site of Quara i Pueblo has seen a great deal of archeological work 

over the past one hundred years, yet curiously, little has been published. In 

order to remedy this s i tuat ion, The Nat ional Park Service contracted with Dr. 

Wesley Hur t , pr inciple invest igator of the 1939-1940 excavat ions at the site, 

to dust off his already historical notes in 1985. 

If Dr. Hur t could have foreseen that it would take fifty years to write 

up the results of his excavat ions at the Quara i pueblo and mission, he may 

never have started work. It may, in fact, be an un-beatable record. The 

Nat ional Park Service is proud to be able to present this volume to Dr. Hur t 

on the fift ieth anniversery of the WPA sponsored excavat ions and hopes that 

it will take its well deserved place among the classics of early Southwestern 

archeological l i tera ture . 

John Cook 

Regional Director 

Nat ional park Service 

Southwest Region 
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EXCAVATIONS OF THE QUARAI 
PUEBLO AND CONVENTO, 1939-1940 

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument, New Mexico 

Wesley R. Hurt 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

As one phase of a long-term excavat ion and stabil izat ion project at the 

main Quara i Churches, Convento and Pueblo the Museum of New Mexico and 

the Works Projects Adminis t ra t ion under took in 1939-1940 the work described 

in this report (Map 1). The site lies about eight miles northwest of 

Mounta ina i r , New Mexico, and about one mile and a half southwest of the 

Hispanic village of Punta de Agua. The major objectives of the 1939-1940 

Project were to finish uncover ing the convento and to stabilize the walls of 

this s t ructure and the main church, to out l ine the outside walls of the Pueblo 

in the sections nearest the main church and to stabilize these walls, to 

landscape the area by plant ing trees and bui ld ing pa thways and to construct 

a visitors center and parking area on the west side of the monument property. 

To accomplish the lat ter projects it was necessary to enlarge and gravel an old 

wagon trai l that led to the park ing lot. Al though it was considered important 

to reconstruct the history of Quara i , this task had a secondary priori ty. 

Physical Setting 

The Quara i Uni t of the Salinas Pueblo Missions Nat ional Monument is 

located in Sapato Canyon in the general region known as the Salinas Province, 

a name referr ing to the salt lakes to the east of Mounta ina i r . The site lies in 

the foothills of the Manzano Mounta ins to the west, while to the east are 

terraces of ext inct Lake Estancia. Agr icu l ture is possible in the lower reaches 

of Sapato Canyon by i rr igat ion ut i l iz ing the eastward flowing ephemeral 

1 
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stream that begins near the south side of Mound A (also referred to as the 

"South Mound"). 

In the hills sur rounding the site are outcrops of red sandstone. In the 

immediate vicinity of Quara i are forests of the Upper Sonoran Life Zone that 

include pinon pines, juniper , cottonwood and willow with an undergrowth of 

wild plums and chokecherries. Cacti are also present. Summer temperatures 

may range from 95° F. and winter as low as 5° F. To the southeast of 

Mounta ina i r were the Tompiro-speaking villages of Tabira , Jumanos (Gran 

Quivira) and Pueblo Pardo, while to the west of this city in Abo Canyon 

were the sites of Abo and Tenabo. Along the eastern foothills of the Manzano 

Mountains and north of Quarai were the Tiwa-speaking villages of Tajique 

and Chilili , the lat ter being the furthest away. The Indians of Quarai also 

spoke Tiwa. 

A Brief History of Quarai 

Since John P.Wilson has already published an adequate history of Quara i 

only a summary of the known major events will be given (1977). Much of the 

informat ion given below has as its source Wilson's work. In addi t ion, research 

in progress by historians of the Nat ional Park Service have added to or 

revised some of the dates and sequence of events as given by Wilson (James 

E. Ivey, personal communicat ion, 1986). 

Apparent ly the first Spaniards to visit Salinas Province were those of a 

small par ty led by Captain Francisco Chamuscado and Fray Augustin 

Rodgrigues in A.D. 1581-1582, when they spent a short time visiting five of 

the Salinas Pueblos. Quara i , however, was not specifically mentioned by a 

recognizable name. Likewise this site was not referred to by name by the 

expedit ion of Captain Antonio Espejo, which in 1583 visited the Pueblos of 

Abo and probably Tenabo. 

In October, 1598, Governor Juan de Onate, after establishing the first 

permanent Spanish sett lement in New Mexico, visited the Salinas Pueblos, but 

again Quarai was not referred to by a positive name. Wilson, however, 

suggests that the village called "Acolocu", mentioned by Onate, may have 

2 
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been Quarai . 

Missionary efforts with the Pueblo Indians began as early as 1609 with 

an order of the Viceroy of New Spain to concentrate these peoples into fewer 

villages to facil i tate their conversion. It is not known whether or not Quarai 

was one of these villages. There is evidence, however, that the pueblo was 

enlarged once it became a seat of missionary efforts. There is no doubt that 

Quara i existed prior to the ar r iva l of the Spaniards , for ceramics at the site 

indicate a cont inuous occupation from the Glaze A period (ca. A.D. 1315) to 

the abandonment in 1676 or early in 1677. 

Fray Alonso de Peinado is credited for being the first priest among the 

Salinas Pueblos when he established a mission at Chilili in 1614 and where he 

continued to live unti l sometime in the 1620s. It is not known if he undertook 

conversions in the other Salinas Pueblos. 

Stanley A. Stubbs in 1958 excavated a small church to the southwest of 

the main church, La Puris ima Concepcion, and postulated that this was the 

first religious s t ructure built at Quara i (1959). He also suggested that this 

small church was constructed between A.D. 1615-1620 or dur ing the time when 

Fray Peinado was residing at Chili l i . I examined in the Laboratory of 

Anthropology in Santa Fe in 1985 sherds and other ar t i facts that Stubbs found 

beneath the walls of this s t ructure and observed the presence of Glaze F 

sherds and iron ar t i facts . Unfor tuna te ly , these data indicate only that the 

small church was constructed sometime after the 1600s. According to James E. 

Ivey documentary evidence indicates a 19th Century Construct ion as most 

likely (personal communicat ion, Nov., 1986). 

Fray Alonso de Benavides is credited with being the first priest at 

Quara i , ca. A.D. 1626-1628, where he was followed by Fray Juan Gutierrez de 

la Chica, 1629-1633 (Scholes 1945:73-74). Fray de la Chica may have ini t iated 

the construct ion of the main church, for wood samples taken from a viga in 

the facade dated 1630 by tree ring analysis (Smiley, Stubbs, and Bannister 

1953:43). 

Fray Esteben de Perea, who went to Quara i in 1633, was the first of the 

remaining six known priests who served in this village. After his death in 

1639 he was followed by Fray Juan de Salas in 1643, Fray Geronimo de la 
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