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INTRODUCTION

This document was prepared as a tool to guide future management of the site and
the buildings of Thunderbird Lodge. Through the years the buildings and site have
undergone considerable change. Some of those changes have been compatible while
others have been incompatible with the remaining historic fabric and historic scene.
This document identifies the extant pieces of historic fabric and scene and
recommends ways to preserve or maintain them.

Architectural Historian Laura Soulliere Harrison wrote the Administrative Data;
Historic Background and General Site Development; Summary; photographic
captions; and the history sections for Site and Landscape, and Buildings. She also
compiled the bibliography. Architect Beverley Spears completed the architectural
drawings and charts and wrote the Existing Conditions and Recommendations
sections. Historical architect Catherine Colby provided additional recommendations.
Stella Moya oversaw production of the document.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Concession Contract No. CC 7076-4-002 between the National Park Service and
White Dove, Incorporated, is the principal document guiding the operation of the
buildings formerly known as Thunderbird Ranch, the Chinle (or Chin Lee) Trading
Post, and the Custodian’s Residence. The contract includes the period from February
15, 1984, through February 14, 2004. A copy of the contract is included in the
Appendix.

The National Park Service has a wildland fire agreement with the Bureau of Indian
Affairs covering any fires in the backcountry of Canyon de Chelly. No formal
written agreement exists between the National Park Service and the Chinle fire
department for the developed areas of the monument. The monument staff has
helped out the Chinle fire department in the past; and both parties agree that the
Chinle fire department would help out the National Park Service should the need
arise.



CHAPTER 1

HISTORIC BACKGROUND AND GENERAL SITE DEVELOPMENT

The Early Years

In the last decades of the nineteenth century, regulated trading operations began in
the Chinle-Canyon de Chelly vicinity. A Mexican man whom the Navajo called
"Naakaii Yazzie" (tr. little Mexican) probably had the earliest trading post in the
area. In 1882 he ran his primitive operation out of a tent somewhere near the mouth
of Canyon de Chelly. Apparently the local Indian Agent shut down Yazzie’s
operation during its first year because the Mexican lacked a trader’s license. Four
years later John L. Hubbell and his partner, Clinton Cotton, secured their license for
the Chinle area. They began their business out of an abandoned rock hogan (now
part of Garcia’s Trading Post on the road into the Monument). In 1887 Hubbell and
Cotton did not renew their license for the Chinle trading post. The amount of
business they conducted lagged behind their expectations. A series of other traders
took over their rock hogan. In 1900 Hubbell returned to Chinle and reopened his
trading operation in a two-story building on the site of the present-day Chinle Post
Office. All of these operations were within two miles of the now-developed
headquarters and lodging area of Canyon de Chelly National Monument.

Most of those early trading posts were known at one time as the Chin Lee or Chinle
trading post.! In 1902 an additional trading post assumed the name. That year
licensed Indian trader Samuel E. Day came to Chinle and built the log trading post
known at various times as the Chinle trading post, the Canyon de Chelly trading
post, Sam Day’s trading post, and in Navajo "aa dee kin ye,"” loosely meaning "the
big house over there." This log trading post formed the core for the development
which followed later.

By the time Sam Day reached Canyon de Chelly, he was an older man. He was born
in Canton, Ohio, in 1845. He attended school in Canton until he was thirteen when
he left for Newark, New Jersey, to pursue a college degree. After briefly studying
Latin, algebra, and civil engineering the lanky six-footer enlisted with the Union
army during the Civil War. When his enlistment ran out he drifted west to the gold
fields of the Black Hills. He found a young woman named Anna P. Burbridge who
married him in Iowa. The couple eventually moved on to Colorado. Sam and Anna
homesteaded in Arizona, and in 1883 Sam worked on a government survey party
delineating the eastern and southern boundary extensions of the Navajo Reservation.
The Days then sold their homestead property in Arizona’s Cienega Amarilla to the
Franciscan order. The Franciscans wanted to build a new mission school on the site.
The Days briefly moved in with their son Charlie who was the new trader at the

Frank McNitt, The Indian Traders (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1962), 213-215.243-250: also
H.L. James, Posts and Rugs: The Story of Navajo Rugs and Their Homes (Globe: Southwest Parks and
Monuments Association, 1976). 63-65. The proliferation of trading posts known as the Chinle (Chin Lee) trading
post contributed to some confusion in the past about the date of construction of Sam Day's log trading post.

2*Interview with Johnie Guerro, June 12, 1986. Canyon de Chelly National Monument.” conducted by Laura
Soulliére Harrison, transcript in Canyon de Chelly National Monument Library. Arizona.
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Billy Meadows Trading Post near Canyon de Chelly? Sam and Anna stayed there
less than a year before moving to Canyon de Chelly. They decided to continue on
in the trading business at the Canvon itself.

In 1902 Sam Day and his hardy wife built the log trading post at Canyon de Chelly
facing east in the traditional Navajo orientation. The squared-log building had three
bays under a gable roof and a large shed-roofed wing at its north end. Corrugated
metal covered the gable roof. The eaves of the shed portion extended about five feet
out from the east wall and had a brush covering for shade. The windows on the east
elevation were all six-over-six and double hung. Wood frames and moldings
surrounded the windows and doors, and many of the windows had bars. The Days
also constructed an addition to the bu11dmg, but this was probably not the wareroom
appearing in photographs from the following decade? A bread oven, made of stone
and adobe, sat approximately seventy feet to the east of the trading post. A small
outbuilding was to the southeast of the trading post. An outhouse and another
structure (for grain storage, perhaps) were to the west.

The barren landscape near the mouth of Canyon de Chelly, stripped bare of
vegetation by overgrazing, proved a fairly successful location for this type of
business venture. The services that the trading post provided made it the natural
place for local people to congregate, and Mrs. Day soon became known as the
information source on all of the neighbors in the surrounding vicinity.5 Sam Day
marketed sheep, cattle, wool, blankets, and jewelry for the Navajos at markets as far
away as Chicago. In turn he carried utilitarian items such as calico, buttons, beads,
hay, and flour® As the social center for the surrounding area, the trading post
served as the gathering place for various activities including Navajo dances and
ceremonials, horse races, and chicken pulls. The use of the area as a social center
and gathering place, then, began as soon as the Days built their trading post.7

The location of the trading post near so many sites of archeological and historical
importance made it a perfect place for studying the ruins and the attendant artifacts.
In his own way, Sam Day was concerned about the preservation of the ruins and

3Clifford E. Trafzer. “Sam Day and His Boys: Good Neighbors to the Navajo.” Journal of Arizona History
18 (Spring 1977): 1-22: Clifford E. Trafzer. "Anglos Among the Navajos: The Day Family.” in The Changing
Ways of Southwestern Indians: A Historical Perspective. edited by Albert Schroeder (Glorieta: Rio Grande Press,
1973): 259-274: Biographical Sketch of Samuel E. Day. S.E. Day. Sr.. Collection. Northern Arizona University:
and MecNitt, Indian Traders. 250.

4MeNitt, Indian Traders. 283. While Ms.Harrison derived most of this description from period photographs,
some is based on the recollections (found in McNitt) of Lucie Cousins. the wife of the trader who operated the
post after the Days sold it to Charles Wiedemeyer. McNitt states that the Days constructed an addition on the
east side of the bunldmg but no period photographs show this addition. The wareroom portion on the west.
constructed sometime between 1902 and 1917 may or may not be the addition to whlch \/lc\ltt refers. The
wareroom was quite large. and a trader’s wife probably would have referred to it as a “wareroom” rather than an
"addition.”

>Trafzer. "Sam Day and His Boys.” 1-21. Trafzer noted that even after the Days sold the trading post and
moved away Mrs. Day returned yearly for the peach harvest in the Canyon. She brought canning equipment,
a copper boiler, and all sorts of camping gear on a wagon and stayed long enough to can about 200 quarts of
peaches before hecading back to her new home in St. Michaels. Arizona.

6-Order Book. Chin Lee Arizona 8/16/1902." Day Family Collection. #89 Northern Arizona University Special
Collections Series VIII Box 2. Folder 14. Northern Arizona University Special Collections Library.

"The av ailability of water may have been another reason for the trading post’s popularity. Navajos did come
to the post for water in later decades. but no information turned up on the availability of water at the trading
post prior to 1916.
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Sam Day’s Chinle Trading Post shortly after construction, about 1902. The gable
roof covered the trading post. Sam Day and his wife, Anna, lived in the flat-roofed
extension at the north end of the building. The oven sat to the east of trading post.

The pile of rocks and trash in the foreground probably helped delineate the post’s
activity space.

Photo by Ben Wittick, Courtesy of the School of American Research Collections in
the Museum of New Mexico.
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Sam Day’s Chinle Trading Post shortly after construction, about 1902. Overgrazing
livestock stripped the surrounding landscape bare of vegetation. The pile of dirt in
the center foreground might have been the beginning of a dugout structure. A path
led from it to the trading post. Some type of brush-covered structure sat at the
northwest side of the post. The small depression between the oven and the south end
of the rock wall might have been a watering trough.

Photo by Ben Wittick, Courtesy of the School of American Research Collections in
the Museum of New Mexico.
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their history. He even wrote articles and lectured about them® In May, 1903, Sam
Day’s son Charles was appointed first custodian of the Canyon de Chelly ruins at a
salary of $120 per vear. The closest Navajo agent, GW. Hayzlett, was stationed at
Fort Defiance and considered himself too far removed from the area to do any good
in guarding the ruins. Hayzlett believed someone nearby needed to watch over them
in an official capacity, so he appointed Day.” Charles Day, who ran another trading
post at Chinle, received the authority to arrest anyone who plundered the ruins. The
fine line between plunder and excavation was evident in 1906 when Charles and Sam
(Sr.?) sold a collection of Canyon de Chelly prehistoric artifacts to the Brooklyn
Museum. Plunder, apparently, was for strictly personal gain, while "excavation” was
perceived as being for the public good. "Excavation" in this instance meant minimal
museum involvement: the museum paid the excavator for his collection.!® Thus, the
Day family had strong connections with the early archeological efforts in the Canyon
de Chelly vicinity.

The stiff trading competition with J. L. Hubbell, who had renewed his business
interests in Chinle, probably forced Sam Day into selling the trading post. In 1905
Day sold to Charles Wiedemeyer of Fort Defiance. Following his stint as a Chinle
trader, Sam Day served two terms as a member of the Arizona legislative assemblies
where he fought to end gambling and prohibit the sale of alcohol on the Reservation.
Day continued his trading operations at Navajo and Cienega Amarilla while pursuing
other interests. Day’s last position, which he held until his death in February, 1925,
was as U.S. Commissioner.

Sam Day’s sons, who had been raised on the reservation and spoke fluent Navajo,
continued to weave themselves into twentieth-century reservation history. Son
Charlie served as guide for photographer Edward Curtis when the latter came to
the reservation to document Native American life. Charlie’s personal commitment
to the importance of the Navajo culture was quite strong. Charlie recorded the
Creation Myth and many others that might have been lost without his efforts. In
1912 Sam Day, II, married Kate Roanhorse, the daughter of Chief Manuelito. The
younger Sam Day frequently worked for J.L. Hubbell as a clerk in Hubbell’s Chinle
trading post and as his chauffeur around the dusty roads of the Reservation.!!

Within a few years after the Days sold their trading post, tourism increased around
Canyon de Chelly. The main line of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway
passed to the south through Gallup on its way west. A hardy class of tourist-
adventurers started to head north from the railroad to visit faraway outposts on the
Reservation. In 1915 J.L. Hubbell began a stage line from Gallup to Ganado, Chinle,
and other stops on the Reservation. Hubbell hoped to increase business for the
overnight accommodations that he offered in conjunction with his two-story Chinle

8 Trafzer. “Sam Day and His Boys.” 10-11.

‘David M. Brugge and Raymond Wilson. Administrative History: Canyon de Chelly National Monument,
Arizona (Santa Fe: National Park Service. 1976). 3-4. "Excavating” ruins and selling the artifacts to museums
was a common practice among early custodians of southwestern prehistoric sites.

100 etters in the monument files from June. 1982, between Vincas Steponaitis of the Department of
Anthropology at the State University of New York at Binghamton and Carol Martin of the National Park Service
confirm that the artifacts removed by the Days have since been returned to the National Park Service and are
in curatorial storage.

Urratzer. “Sam Day and His Boys.” 1-21: and McNitt, Indian Traders. 215.
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trading post.12 The ever-increasing trend of visiting Canyon de Chelly also affected
the development of the small ranch adjacent to the former Day trading post.

In 1916 George Kennedy acquired the Chinle trading post, and moved there with his
wife and three sons.!>  The Kennedys previously had owned the trading post at
Salina Springs, Arizona. When the Kennedys arrived the trading post had changed
dramatically. The northernmost flat-roofed extension of the log trading post no
longer existed. An earlier owner demolished that living-quarters wing and
constructed an L-shaped wareroom to the west of the original gable-roofed building. 1
The adobe ranch house--the core of the present gift shop--sat to the north of the
trading post surrounded by a simple wood-post and wire fence. Approximately four
shade trees grew directly east of the adobe ranch house. At least two of the shade
trees were cottonwoods, and they had grown twice the height of the trading post
building. Fl\e outbuildings were northwest of the trading post in the enclosed ranch
compound.”

The Kennedys bought the trading post to continue their lives as traders among the
Navajos, but they found themselves quite frequently providing meals and lodging for
visitors to the area. Having the largest house in the vicinity brought with it certain
responsibilities. The Kennedys refused to charge fees to any of these visitors but
instead treated them as family guests. Artists, writers, and dudes from the east
partook of their hospitality. The visitors often slept in the Kennedy’s living room
(now the main room of the gift shop) or on the screened-in front porch at the east
side of the adobe ranch house.!® Camping, too, was a popular pursuit for visitors.
The guests frequently brought their own gear but sometimes compensated the
Kennedys for well water, meals, and the use of the ranch living room. In the
evenings the worn-out dudes returned to the ranch house where they could "‘sit on
chairs that had backs to them."!” The Kennedys, however, continued to see
themselves as a trading family rather than a family in the lodging business.

Period photographs revealed the simplicity of the facilities at the ranch. The living
room of the ranch house had unpainted, adobe-plastered walls, a dark wood four-
panelled door, a wood baseboard molding, and moldings around the doors and
windows. NavaJo rugs covered the couch, table, and light-colored floor. Two
rockmg chairs of more refined construction provided additional seating. 8 White
curtains, perhaps lace, shaded at least one window. Navajo rugs, small Indian
baskets, framed pictures, and two banners (for baseball teams, perhaps?) hung on the
walls. The outside of the ranch house looked weathered. The adobe blocks had no

12Mc.\'ilt. Indian_Traders. 215. 220.

BLittle information turned up on the intervening years between the Days’ ownership of the trading post and
the acquisition by the Kennedys. Sam Day sold to Charles Wiedemeyer in 1905. Charlie Cousins operated the
trading post for Wiedemeyer from 1905 until 1909. The Kennedys bought the trading post in 1916.

14.\/Ic.\'itt credits Day with constructing an L-shaped east wing while the flat-roofed living quarters were still
on the northern end of the trading post building. Ms. Harrison has not been able to uncover any photographs
of the building showing an east wing. Wiedemeyer (probably) or Day (perhaps) constructed the wareroom.

L\one of the Kennedy-era outbuildings is extant.

16.\4ary Jeanette Kennedy. Tales of a Trader's Wife (Albuquerque: The Valiant Co.. 1965). 21-23.

bid., 28-31.

8\ rs. Kennedy noted that they had purchased the furnishings at their trading post/ranch operation from
the previous owner. See Kennedy. Tales of a Trader's Wife. 21.
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protective plaster covering--it had washed off in the rain if it ever existed. The
small gable on the west side of the building had a makeshift covering of tar paper
to protect it from the elements.

The trading post, too, possessed a subdued, rustic atmosphere. The logs of the three-
bay trading post were covered with a fine wash of mud that eroded out of the
chinking during wet weather. A pot-bellied stove warmed the interior of the trading
post. A long, wood, L-shaped counter provided a good leaning spot and separated the
storekeeper and the Navajo patron. Coffee pots and cooking pans hung neatly spaced
along the vigas. Canned goods stacked in pyramids and rectangles lined the shelves
behind the counter. A sense of neatness and order pervaded the trading post. The
stone and adobe oven that had been in front of the trading post no longer existed.
The buildings of the trading post and ranch operation were simple, rugged, varied,
and functional.

The Kennedys also had the newest improvements in the area. They possessed the
first automobile within miles and often rented it--complete with driver--to teachers
and other Indian Agency employees from Chinle. The employees, who made trips
to Gallup, undoubtedly preferred automobile’s comfort and cost to that of Hubbell’s
stage line. Mrs. Kennedy had the only Victrola in the community, and she played
it frequently for the visitors who ventured into the reservation.” In such an isolated
area these amenities were quite newsworthy.

By the late ’teens, the Chinle trading post had established its social and economic
importance to the surrounding rural community of Canyon de Chelly and Chinle.
The local Navajos came to the trading post to conduct business with the trader and
to interact with each other. The trader and his family had strong contacts with the
local community of Chinle. The town at that time boasted a boarding school, a post
office, and a Catholic church.® The trading post and ranch operation required only
a handful of buildings to fulfill its function: a store and wareroom; a ranch house;
and the usual outbuildings accompanying an operation of this type. What the future
held, however, was an expansion of the tourism aspect that the Kennedys tried to
ignore. The man who saw the potential of expanding the business operation to
include a guest ranch was a character named Leon H. (Cozy) McSparron.

ngennedy. Tales of a Trader's Wife. 28-30.

1pig.. 24.
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The main room of the Kennedy’s ranch house in 1916. Navajo rugs covered the
floors and rustic table. Baskets, banners, and framed paintings hung on the adobe
walls.

Photo copied from Mary Jeanette Kennedy’s Tales of a Trader’s Wife and used with
permission of the Kennedy family.




Historic Background and General Site Development 9
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Trader George E. Kennedy inside his Chinle Trading Post in 1916. A strong sense
of order pervaded the interior of the of the trading post. A wood stove warmed the
main room.

Photo copied from Mary Jeanette Kennedy’s Tales of a Trader’s Wife and used with
permission of the Kennedy family.






