




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Chapter 9 
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Figure 33. Detail of the Pentenrieder letterhead sho-wing the church at San Juan (1856). The main roof 
of the building is gone. Note the relievine arch above the window in the north wall. There appear to 
be two windows on the southern end of the building. An arched gateway is located between the south 
end of the church and the convento. Two crosses are associated with the belfry. Courtesy Amon Carter 
Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. (136/82) 
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Mission Espada 

As at San Juan, travelers' reports on Mission Espada are few. However, accounts of soldiers during the 
Texas Revolution offer some clues to the appearance and condition of the mission in 1835. James 
Bowie and J. W. Fannin relate the taking of Espada: 

Thursday night 12 oclk. 

Mission of Espada 22d. octr 1835 

Genl Austin 
At half after 4 ocl.k p.M we took possession of this Mission, with out any 

resistance--A guard of five men, escaped us by only a few minutes--We find the 
CitiZens well disposed and quite communicative 

A large number of the Citizens of Bexar and of this place, are now laying out. 
to prevent being forced to perfom the most servile duties-- We can place the most 
implicit confidence in all the information read from Bexar which is up to 5 ocl.k p.m. 
Great consternation was manifested there when our approach to this point was made 
known--The fortifications are nearly or quite such as before made known to you, with 
this addition. the tops of the houses at the entrance of the streets are forified [sic], with 
UNBURNT Brick, with port holes, for their Infantry--

They have 8 pieces ( 4 lb) mounted--and one of larger size preparing for us. 
They have none on the Church--but have removed all their ammunition to it, and 
enclosed it by a wall, made of wood, six feet apart and six feet high, filled in with dirt, 
extending from the corners to the ditch, say sixty yards in length--

We are informed that they have not got in corn or other provisions, and we 
find it all growing, or rather, yet in the fields: and are informed that it is the Case 
above Town. Then our approach--was ascertained the alarm was great, and 14 Beef 
Cattle was ordered to be pened up--The men with whom we have conversed--are 
decidedly of the opinion, that in five days, they can be starved out.-- (Jenkins 
1973:190-91) 

Visiting a decade later, Kendall says that the church was in ruins, but that the mission was inhabited. 
He notes that although two sides of the square were made up of "mere walls," the other two sides were 
composed of dwellings (Kendall 1844:51). 

Deed records of the post-colonial period and the several archeological investigations conducted at 
Espada give additional information. ' 

The Mission Compound 

At least one house was built after the 1824 distribution of lands in the enclosure south of the convento 
compound, which once housed most of the workshops. This may be the structure which stood on the 
foundations extending eastward into the compound from the west wall, measuring 20 feet east to west 
and about 28 feet north to south. The other foundations in the area, which run through this rectangular 
outline, extend inward about 16 feet, and are probably the remains of some of the workshops. 
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Both stone granaries of the mission were little more than traces of stone alignments after 1824. The 
site of the granary of 1772, converted to a church for a brief time soon afterward, was sold as an 
unnumbered lot in 1827 to Juan Casillas. It continued to be transferred as a lot within the plaza until 
1857 (BCDR U2). The south wall from the 1824 granary to the bastion, and from the bastion north for 
perhaps 80 feet, was the area apparently occupied by troops from San Antonio during the 1820s and 
perhaps the early 1830s (Habig 1968a: 224- 22@-). Details of construction and alteration of the occupied 
buildings are likely to exist in the Bexar Archives. Mexican army troops probably built the round 
bastion at the southeast comer of the compound and the brick arches along the inner faces of the rooms 
on either side of the bastion. 

These rooms continued in use through the 1930s with new gabled or hipped roofs and the addition of 
extensions or new. structures outside the traditional compound buildings. 

North of these structures on the east wall were several lots, some of which had structures built on them 
at various times. The deed histories of these lots are not yet fully researched, so that the locations and 
changes to any such houses are still unknown. The same is true of the north wall and the north portion 
of the west wall. Photographic records of these areas do exist, however, and are discussed in the 
following chapter. 

The Church 

At the time of final secularization and the distribution of the lands of the mission in 1824, the church 
of Espada was once again housed in the building originally constructed as the sacristy for a larger 
church. This structure had extended the church westward into the former sacristy, and the function of 
sacristv had been taken over bv another room of the convento. The modification and renewed use of 
the old church/sacristy is estmi"ated to have occurred in ca. 1780 or perhaps a little later, and by 1824 
the church and the room then in use as a sacristy were in poor repair. 

Renewed interest in Espada as a military post may have kept the church in operation until 1836, but 
after the Texas Revolution, it suffered the same kind of neglect as the other missions. The church roof 
and walls fell in, and by 1858 only the facade at the east end and the back wall at the west end of the 
church stood relatively intact (Habig 1968a:225). The side walls were no more than one to two feet 
high, and apparently, the sacristy had also collapsed. 

Conclusion 

Recommendations for Future Research 
o~ the Post-colonial Period 

A great de~ of information remains to be found in the records of Bexar County. The difficulty with 
this information is not its lack of availability, but its bulk. A research effort of approximately a month 
for each mission would clear up a number of gaps in our histories of San Juan and Espada in the period 
from 1824 to 1890, supplying important information on the size, shape, material, date of construction, 
and builders of most of the extant structures of the two missions. This is one of the few remaining 
periods where such basic knowledge is lacking--a critical period for the proper explanation and 
documentation of many of the surviving buildings at the two missions. The research would result in a 
definitive chronology of the missions from ca. 1740 to the present. Without this work, the structural 
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history of the two missions will remain vague during the last major episode of construction prior to the 
stabilization and reconstruction work beginning at Espada in 1955 and at San Juan in 1963. 

Missions San Jose and Concepcion have already been researched to the practical limits of an initial 
study of major chronological structural changes. Any further work on the past of these missions should 
have clearly defined and limited goals. A great deal of detail remains to be filled in. 

) 
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Chapter 10 
CIVIL WAR AND LA TE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

Introduction 

After the Civil War there was some reselling of mission property by the Church both as an adjustment 
of holdings and as a method of acquiring funds for repair or rebuilding of Church structures. Not until 
after about 1930 did the Church renew the attempt to acquire the entire compound enclosure of each 
mission. In the interim, although there was much activity at each mission site (a fact which has been 
frequently overlooked), the structures continued to suffer from neglect: 

Every one of these missions is now a ruin; the grass grows on so much of the roof as 
is left, the mesquite starts up in the long cloisters where the fathers used to pace, the 
cactus sprouts and blossoms in the crannies of the outer wall, the wild thyme bangs in 
bunches there, and sweetens all the lonesome summer air. (Prescott 1877:840) 

Travelers' descriptions of the missions during the last quarter of the nineteenth century are even more 
florid than the accounts written in the first half. A bigbly romanticized view of the past had taken hold. 
Visitors felt compelled not only to describe what was actually seen. but also to populate the missions 
with spectral images. At Concepcion, the traveler Edward King indulges unashamedly in romantic 
fantasies, conjuring up "patient Indians, " "old friars in their coarse robes." and "cavalcades of 
gayly-costumed cavaliers," only to have these reveries interrupted by the realities of 1873: ·--but the 
Present, in the shape of a rail-fence and four excitable dogs anxiously peering at me from behind it, 
would obtrude itself, so I gave meditation the good-by" (King 1875:153). 

Nevertheless, the information gained from these descriptions is for the most part sound. By the second 
half of the century, a whole new documentary source had become available: photography. 

Photographic Documentation of the Period 

The Civil War ushered in a new era in photography. During the war, technological advancements 
allowed the art to move out of the studios and into the open country. As the war ended there was 
increased demand for photographs--and particularly for stereographs--of romantic, faraway places. 
Formerly isolated towns and villages were visited by traveling photographers and recorded on 
photographic plates. This missions of San Antonio were seen as the monumental ruins of an romantic 
and detached past. 

Photography supersedes all other recording processes by making ;ln objective, exact and repeatable 
visual, statement. · It provides the onlY. unbiased evidence temammg from the p~t o~.er than that 

· obtiined from ·archeology and "architettural analysis, with .. thei.r-_)hherettt subjectivity. The historic 
photographs of· die mission structures and grounds constitute a record which corresponds· 'lo the 
structural descriptions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. · The record also provides specific 
visual detail on many of the missions' original construction features before they were masked by 
restoration. 

The dating of the photographs that now comprise the San Antonio Missions collection was accomplished 
by several methods. Photographic techniques have evolved continuously since their inception, and each 
process can be dated. The most common photograph associated with the missions was the stereograph. 
This process dominated commercial photography from the latter part of the 1800s to the early 1900s. 
To establish the dates of photographs to within five years, it was necessary to find more precise 
methods. This was accomplished by identifying the specific commercial photographers in the San 
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Figure 34. Mission Concepcion near the departure date of the Brothers of Mary (1868). The 
compound is bare of ground cover with the exception of five saplings planted in a row. The arches are 
blocked up with stone, and there is a wooden slat over the window which fills the northernmost arch. 
Note the bell in the north tower, the stone cross between the two towers, and the iron cross over the 
lantern on the dome. Traces of floral decoration can be seen above the ocular window, and remnants 
of painted ovoid designs on the frieze below the towers. There is evidence of rising damp on the facade 
wall to a height of approximately 2 feet. Courtesy of Texas Catholic Archives. (143/82) 
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Antonio area, whose photographs often carried business names and addresses. This information was 
then verified in city directories of the period. In instances where the photographer was unknown, it was 
necessary to research the image for historic objects which would date the photograph. These included 
fashions in clothing, wagons and carriages, automobiles, and landscape features. 

Original photograph collections, such as those of Fr. Bouchu, who photographed the missions from the 
1870s to the 1900s, and the stereographs of Tex Treadwell of Texas A&M, provide yet another means 
of dating. The large number of items contained in these collections allowed dates to be derived from 
the physical characteristics of the stereograph itself, such as composition of the photograph, and color 
and thickness of the card mount. Combined, these research methods have resulted in a collection of 
photographs which provide definitive visual documentation of the evolution of the San Antonio Missions . 

'· 
. ,· 
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Mission Concepcion 

Use and Function 

After the church had been cleaned up and repaired by the Brothers of Mary, it was reopened in 1861. 
Brother Andrew Edel, who headed the small order at Concepcion, described the event: 

On Tuesday, May 28, [1861,) early in the morning, we left in procession with banners 
and flags and the statue of the Blessed Virgin richly ornamented, carried by our 
students who were decorated with silk red and light-blue sashes tipped with gold 
tassels. All of our students were in the procession; also a large number of little girls 
dressed in white, many parents, and a crowd of people. Father Amandus celebrated 
Mass, and Msgr. Madred preached, as did also Father Faure and Amandus. Our 
students sang during Mass. We spent the entire day at the Mission and before leaving 
sang several hymns in honor of the Blessed Virgin. At noon, we furnished 
refreshments to all the school children and to others who so desired. Brother 
Lawrence had baked about a thousand cakes and peach pies. Everything was eaten. 
It was a day of joy and pleasure for all. Father Faure intends to say Mass there from 
time to time on Thursdays. We will probably go there next Thursday with the 
students. (Schmitz 1951:47-48) 

Under the administration of the Brothers of Mary, another of the traditional roles of Mission 
Concepcion was revived and expanded. It was now a farm "first and foremost," the produce of which 
helped to maintain the school of St. Mary's,::i"facility for the instruction of youths located in downtown 
San Antonio. The Brothers' continued stewardship of the mission was dependent upon their ongoing 
operation of the school (lbid.:48, 240-41). 

From 1861 until 1866, the mission was also used for the training of candidates for the order. After this 
training program ended, a few brothers lived on the grounds and farmed the land until 1869. From 1869 
until 1911, most of the land belonging to the mission (probably the fields west of Mission Road) was 
leased to private farmers, and the structures were used as summer houses and retreats for the brothers 
(lbid.:40-48). 

Inhabitants and Visitors 
) 

Tbe late nineteenth centliry has been traditionally viewed as the "period of neglect" or the "era of 
decllne, " and 'the missions popularly thought of as deserted ruins. This is particularly true of ' 
Concepcion. Strangely, the write.rs of the period persist in. the deserted ruin myth, -even as they mention' 
people of all descriptions in and around the compound. It is as if they could not believe their own eyes: 

A group of awe-struck girls lingered about the door-way as an old' man rehearsed some 
legend of the place .... The barefooted German maiden, naive and bashful, seemed 
strangely out of place in the shadows of the mission. (King 1875:152- 153) 

At the Mission lives a family, which is in charge and some one of-them will bring you 
the key of the chapel and show you what there is to be seen, but it would be useless 
to try and elicit any information. To them the past of the Mission is as a sealed book 
and it has no romance for them. (Comer 1890:15) 
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Following the Civil War, the road to the mission became popular for outings. Even night excursions 
were made with little regard to the dangers which had plagued earlier travelers to San Antonio: 

Concepcion By MOONLIGHT 

The same party of festive individuals who were sold on Menger's imitation ice, paid 
a visit to Mission Concepcion last Friday night. To one of the party, a stranger in the 
city, the view was beautiful, and a sketch was taken for "Frank Leslie's Illustrated," the 
magnificent ride was enjoyed hugely by the entire squad, with the exception of one, 
who insisted on "playing circus" along the road, and the being his first attempt, he felt 
rather sore next morning, (San Antonio Herald. July 18, 1869, in Everett 1975:15) 

A Frrst View of Mission Concepcii>n 

The main approach to Mission Concepcion was probably from the west, at the confluence of the San 
Antonio River and San Pedro Creek. Exposed bedrock could support the weight of the carriages where 
the combined force of the rivers had washed away the sediment. Travelers were inevitably impressed 
with their frrst glimpse of the mission: 

The carriage rolled suddenly th.rough a ford in the deep, swift stream, came out upon 
a stretch of open field, and at a distance I saw, peering above some graceful trees, the 
twin towers of Concepcion--saw them with a th.rill of joy at their beauty and grandeur, 
just as hundreds of weary travelers across the great plains had doubtless seen them a 
century ago. In those days they were a welcome sight, for they guaranteed comparative 
security in a land where nothing was absolutely certain, save death. Approaching, I 
could see that the towers arose from a massive church of grayish stone, once highly 
ornate and rich in sculpture and carving, but now much dilapidated. (King 1875:152) 

Nothing can describe the solitary grandeur and beauty of the Concepcion, and 
the marvelous piece of color that it makes, as you drive over the prairie, first 
approaching it when, a mile and a half from the town, its twin towers and dome darkly 
rise on the luminous sky. It is the first religious ruin you have seen in America-­
indeed, these ruins are, we think, the only thing of the sort in the country; its existence 
is a romance, its condition a mystery, and a vague pathos haunts its broken arches and 
disused cells. (Prescott 1877:840) 

. ""l . 
. -....._ ~ L.J')..~ , .. _ 
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King delights in the missfon. landscape: 

It was sunset, on a beautiful April evening, when I first climbed to the roof of the 
Concepcion mission. As the day had been heated and dusty in town, I was glad, 
toward evening, to steal away down the lovely road; past the dense groves and 
perfumed thickets, along the route which wound among trees and flowers, and fertile 
fields watered by long canals; past quiet cool yards, in whose shaded seclusion I could 
catch glimpses of charming cottages and farm-houses, where rosy Germans or lean 
Americans sat literally under their own "vine and fig-tree." (King 1875 : 152 ) 
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Figure 35. Mission Concepcion ca. 1868. There is a makeshift roof over the workshop area, and a 
thatched roof over the workshop ruin, which has a square opening in its only remaining wall. The well 
is built low to the ground and has a wood casing around it. Saplings are still present on the compound. 
The door to the church appears to have been whitewashed. The crosses above the towers and dome 
have been re-touched in the photograph. The stone cross between the towers is still present. Courtesy 
of the Library of Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (38/81 ) 
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Figure 36. Mission Concepcion in 1879. Drawings such as this one were used to illustrate magazine 
articles. The fencing has been changed from a single post to a double post corral, the well has a 
wooden well head, and the third arch of the corredor is open. Courtesy of ITC. (33/82) 
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Figure 37. Mission Concepcion, 1870-1875, showing the northwest elevation of the church and land 
immediately north of the compound. Courtesy of ITC. (50/82) 
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From his vantage point on the roof of the church, he offers valuable information on the character of the 
surrounding area: 

For miles around, the country is naked, save for its straggling growth of mesquite, of 
cactus, of chaparral; the forest has never reasserted itself since the fathers cultivated 
the fields; and one can very readily trace the ancient limits. (Ibid.:153) 

The Church 

By 1873, when King visited Concepcion, the Brothers of Mary had leased the mission lands to 
sharecroppers. However, during the last quarter of the century a succession of Brothers managed the 
property. It is somewhat curious that neither King nor other travelers of the period mention the 
presence of churchmen. The romantic view prevalent in the late nineteenth century is evident in his 
description of the church: 

The edifice bore here and there hints of the Moorish spirit, the tendency to 
the arch and vault which one sees so much in Spanish architecture. The great dome, 
sprung lightly over the main hall of the church, was a marvel of precision and beauty. 
In front, jutting out at the right hand, a Jong wall now fallen into decay showed the 
nature of the mission's original defenses. This wall was of enormous thickness, and 
the half-ruined dwellings in its sides are still visible. 

As I wandered about the venerable structure, the gray walls were bathed in 
the golden light of the fervid Sout.lit'm sunset; numberless doves hovered in and out 
of the grand towers; lizards crawled at the walls' base; countless thousands of 
grasshoppers flashing in the air, nestled on the mission's sides; the stone cross between 
the twin towers stood up black against the sky. Curious parapets along the roof, 
contrived at once for ornament and shelter, showed loop-holes for muskets. There 
were mysterious entrances in the rear, and the stone threw a dark shadow upon the 
short, sparse, sun-dried grass. (lbid.:152- 53) 

King ascends to the roof, then as today from the south tower. In 1873, however, access to the tower 
was gained by mounting "a crazy ladder. The "huge opening" to which he refers is the east belfry door, 
where a stone stairway was attached, and the "doves" which inhabit the place are no doubt the ancestors 
of the pigeon flocks which continue to reside at Concepcion. 

Get~g ~in· at~ huge opening, I startled ·the ·doves,> w'ho' flew angrily away~ ·and_. then 
clingirig·,to the wall on one side, I climbed still another flight of stone steps, and•· 
emerged on the roof. A giant piece of masonry, my ~asters of today! You can 
certainly do but little better than did the poor friars and Indians a century ago. Being 
built of the soft stone of the country, the ruin has crumbled in many places; but it 
looks as if it might still last for a century. (lbid.:153) 

William Corner, a San Antonio bookseller who wrote a guidebook to the city in 1890, offers a 
refreshingly factual account of each of the four missions. of the writers of the period, Corner offers the 
best architectural descriptions. In discussing the plan of Concepcion, "built in the form of a cross, with 
towers forming two wings at the foot of the cross, "he notes: 'This design corresponds exactly with that 
of the Church of the Alamo," a fact most writers overlooked. He also states that although "quiet and 
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Figure 38. The north elevation of the church of Concepcion (1868-1872). The mounds m the 
foreground may be the remains of walls. Courtesy of the Witte Museum. (159/82) 
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Figure 39. Mission Concepcion in 1875, showing the southwest side of the compound. The roof O\'er 
the gift shop has disappeared, and a new thatched roof has been placed in the workshop ruins. Courtesy 
of the Library of Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (34/81) 
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Figure 40. Mission Concepcion 1880-1884. An H. A. Doerr photo showing the mission compound from 
the south and the area immediately adjacent to it. Note the opening in the wall of the workshop ruin 
and the slatted fence in the convento area. Courtesy of the San Antonio Museum Association. (168/82) 

DRAFT -- NOT FINAL TEXT 

,, . 
:. , 



Chapter 10 253 

deserted, a relic,'' and "an institution that has served its day," Concepcion is nevertheless "the best 
preserved Mission of Texas." 

The front gateway is worthy of close examination. The upper part of the ornamented 
facade is not an arch but a simple triangle and the arch of the doorway is, for want of 
a better definition, a divided polygon. In the division or center of the arch is a shield 
with arms and devices, and here and there on the portal facade are cross and scroll, 
and carved relief pillars at the sides ornamented with carved lozenges. In angular 
space over the archway as shown below is legend: A SV PATRONA, Y PRINCESSA 
ESTA MISSION, Y DEFIENDE CON ESTAS ARMAS, ATIENDE EL PVNTO DE 
SV PVREZA. Which, being interpreted, is "With these arms be mindful to the 
Mission's patroness and Princess, and defend (or vindicate) the state of her purity." 
Over this winds, circling in and out, the flagellum or knotted scourge1 of the order of 
St. Francis, realistically carved--"If it wasn't for the knots, 'twould be like a hair lariat," 
as a boy once remarked. It also was an uncanny suggestion of a hangman's noose. 
These are again surmounted with other designs, and above all on the summit of the 
facade is a stone bearing the date 1794, and immediately underneath this is a shield 
with the initial, M AVE meaning "Ave Maria." (Corner 1890:15-16) 

Comer then describes the appearance of the church facade, remarking that the red and blue quatrefoil 
crosses and the yellow and orange squares which had covered it must have made the facade "very 
gorgeous with color .... This frescoing is rapidly disappearing, and from but a little distance the front 
looks to be merely gray and undecorated stone." (lbid.:16) 

Corner concludes his description of the church's architectural features: 

) 

. 
' 

The topmost roofs of the towers are pyramidical and of stone, with smaller corner 
pyramidal capstones. The upper stories of the towers have each four lookout windows 
of plain Roman arches. The tops of the side walls of the Church and the circle wall 
of the central dome have wide stone serrations in the Moorish character, the points of 
which around the fmely proportioned dome stand out like canine teeth. The towers 
have belfries, and at their bases, on either side of the entrance are on the right, a 
baptistry llxll feel with massive thick walls, and on the left a similar small chamber 
used as a vestry. The baptistry walls are frescoed with weird looking designs, dim and 
faded, of the Crucifixion and "los dolores." It is quite dark in this room, there being no 

· windo":,. and a ligltt ~ust lJe procured to,e~ it.( A semi-~cular, JOJJ! projects 
;. from·'1i~-sontb w~ ilS· ~{ bo~ ~~th· whAt,·aJPars to~~ftglll'e 
'Widi't>utsttetched arm~ supparting:&f din! lt ts a: rude pieee of ~'but is artistic. 
1n.si4e, the stone roof of the, Chapel with its series 0£ arches and central dome, is 

'massive but plain. In each wing of the cross are'altars or altar places. '1n the west end 
is a choir loft. In the east, an altar gorgeously decked and painted in the Catholic 
manner, for Mass. The walls, roof, and ceiling are newly whitewashed, the floor is 
"Mother Earth, "but some bran [sic] new seats have been provided. The chapel up till 
recently, was in a very neglected state. To Bishop Neraz belongs the credit of having 

\-,· ... 

1It is now thought that the "knotted scourge" is actually the Franciscan waist rope, or 
cordeliere (Scurlock and Fox 1977:23). 
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Figure 41. Mission Concepcion in 1877. An Alexis V. Latourette photo showing the west elevation of 
the church. The stone cross shown in earlier photos is missing. The gate opening bas also been 
removed and the fence has become a more corral-like enclosure. Note the iron crosses over the towers. 
The sign is unreadable. Courtesy Texas State Library. (108/82) 
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Figure 42. A closeup of the entrance to the church of Concepcion (1880-1885) taken with a circular­
lens Kodak Brownie. This camera was one of the first commercial cameras manufactured for use by 
the general public. Courtesy San Antonio Conservation Society. ( 40/82) 
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it restored to its present state of cleanliness and comfort. He it was who re-dedicated 
it to Our Lady of Lourdes on May 2, 1887. (Comer 1890: 16) 

The Convento 

During the latter half of the nineteenth century, a succession of individuals lived in the convento. At 
some time during this period, the western arcade of the convento was filled, and the corredor converted 
to rooms. In 1873, King "wandered through" the kitchen, "an old nook in the wall" (King 1875:153). 
Corner descnbes the structure as having ·a series of arches which were formerly cells, chambers and 
cloisters for the Mission inmates," and observes that by 1890 they were being used as storage rooms and 
stables (Comer 1890:16). 

Strangely absent from the narratives is any description of the room at the southeast comer of the 
convento, with polychrome decorations attributed to the colonial period. Even Comer, usually so 
thorough in his architectural description, omits mention of the room. As a more or less continuously 
inhabited space, the room may not have been accessible to visitors. Another possible explanation is that 
the wall paintings were obscured by decades of accumulated soot and grime. 

Workshops and Granary 

The fallen stone and surviving wall fragments of the workshops and granary may have been used as 
building material for new structures in the area, as was so much of the Concepcion rubble. By 1890 the 
foundation had been so thoroughly removed that Comer gave no indication of it on his plan, of 
Concepcion, even though he shows the foundations of other walls which had long since fallen (Comer 
1890:16). 

In 1934, traces of the foundation were noted by Harvey P. Smith during the WPA excavations. By the 
1960s a restroom had been built in the middle of the granary remains, which damaged some of the 
foundations. A mound is still clearly visible today, indicating the approximate outlines of the granary 
foundations. 

Father President's Office 

) , Although there are, few traveler's accoqn~' of this speciq.c structure, which' is situaed. directly above .. ~ . .. I 
~acristy, photographic eyidence shows it ta be one of. the earliest' renovated. at COn.cepcion. FplloWiiigi' · f 

· their arrival, the Brothers of Mary reroofed the building with a shed roof and installed new windows' ' 
and doo'rs. Photograph 143/82 shows what appears to be recent mortar along the top of the structure. 
Comer makes passing reference to the structure: 

To the south forming a wing easterly are other buildings probably the' sacristy, 
superior's vestries and quarters, these have two stories, the upper being approached 
by a stone stair-case. (Corner 1890:16-17) 
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The Mission Compound 

Chronic stone robbing of various parts of the ruins increased throughout the last half of the nineteenth 
century, and Mission Road was rerouted across the plaza about 1890 (BCDR 54:85). Comer was only 
able to make a rough guess at the outlines of the mission pueblo: 

The square of the Mission at this date, can very hardly be defined, but that the Mission 
[church] was situated in the southeastern comer of a ramparted square is without 
doubt. (Comer 1890:16) 

The location of the church in relation to the original compound was verified by archeological 
investigations conducted by the University of Texas at San Antonio for the National Park Service in 
1982. 

" 
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Figure 43. Mission Concepcion in 1890. A Jacobson photo of the compound and church. Note the 
tin roof over the south wing of the convento, the lean-to next to the workshop ruins, and the board fence 
replacing the corral fence of earlier photos. Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the RepubliC of 
Texas. (1181) 
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Figure 44. Mission Concepci6n, 1875-77. Two horses, wagon yokes, a barre~ a lariat, and a buckboard 
seat can be seen in the area of the corredor. Courtesy Tex Tredwell. (2/83) 
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Figure 45. The compound of Concepcion in 1887. This dated photo by Fredrick Snow of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, shows the area greatly improved by this date. Courtesy Texas State Library. (106/82) 
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Figure 46. The convento at Concepcion in 1887-89. Note the lean-tos next to the sacristy's west wall, 
animal pens, and a bar gate where the buggy can be driven in. Courtesy San Antonio Museum 
Association. (176/82) 
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Figure 47. The father president~s office at Co~cepci6n in 1893. Note the picket fence separating the 
sacristy entrance and the convento. There appears to be a gate on the rebuilt buttress of the southwest 
comer. This stands to reason, for without it. there would be no way to get from one area to the other 
without going through the church. Note the broken springline of an old doorway on the second floor 
landing, the steps leading up to it. and the double door entrance. The roofline is casting a shadow over 
the building's south elevation. Courtesy Texas State Library. (98/82) 
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Mission San Jose 

Title Transfers 

The Benedictines began an ambitious reconstruction program on the convento of San Jose in 1861, but 
were unable to complete the work. Father Alto Hoermann was replaced as prior by Father Armand 
Kramer, followed by Father Aemilian Wendel. The Civil War caused a severe disruption of the financial 
and social structure of Texas, and of the Benedictine effort at San Jose. The effort was abandoned in 
1868, and the title to all lands transferred to Bishop Dubuis of Galveston (Habig 1968b:147). 

The next owners of San Jose were the Holy Cross Fathers of Notre Dame, Indiana. Title for the 
mission and 600 acres of associated land were transferred from Bishop Dubuis to Notre Dame 
University on March 19, 1873 (BCDR W2:612). This transfer coincides with the arrival of the Jesuits 
from Mexico to San Antonio, where they were assigned to missions Concepcion, San Jose, and San 
Juan Capistrano for a brief period (Castaneda 1958:226).2 Title was returned to Bishop Neraz in 1885 
(BCDR 40:605), and remained in the bands of the local Church until 1923, when the missions were 
passed on to the Redemptorist Fathers of San Antonio. 

Descriptions of the Church 

While praising the church of San Jose, King also laments its deterioration in the last quarter of the 
century: 

The vast pile of ruins known as the San Jose Mission stands in the midst of 
the plain about four miles westward from San Antonio. Mute, mighty and passing 
beautiful, it is rapidly decaying. 

The Catholic Church in Texas, to whom the missions and the mission lands 
now belong, is too poor to attempt the restoration of this superb edifice which one of 
the most famous of Parisian architects, in a recent tour through this country, 
pronounced the finest piece of architecture in the United States. San Jose has more 
claims to consideration than have the other missions, as the King of Spain sent an 
architect of rare ability to superintend its erection. This architect, Huizar, finally settled 
in Texas, where his descendants still live. 3 

'. 

It is impossible to paint in words the grand effect of this imposing 
yellowish-gray structure, with its belfry, its long ranges of walls with vaulted archways, 
its rich and quaintly carved window, its winding stairways, its shaded aisles, rearing 

'' 

itself from the parched lands.~ (King 1875:154-55) . · 

2The role and responsibilities of the Jesuits at the missions is not clear. It is uncertain 
whether they lived at each mission or only conducted weekly masses, as Prescott indicates 
(1877:841). Neither are any structural changes known which can be attributed to this religious 
order. 

3King's statement that Huizar was architect of San Jose is open to question. see Chapter 
2, p. 56. 
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Figure 48. The southwest elevation of the church of San Jose after the collapse of the dome (1868-70). 
Note the gable-roofed structure on the southwest comer of the sacristy. The grave with a fence around 
it could be that of a Benedictine priest. Courtesy Texas Catholic Archives. (141/82) 
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In a Harper's piece of 1877, Spofford Harriet Prescott makes several questionable observations. The 
matter of confusion in San Jose's name, for example, is not substantiated by earlier documents. The 
"great underground chambers, "which have also been attributed to Concepcion, have never been located. 

The mission of San Jose, some four miles below the first (Concepcion], is, however, 
both finer and more interesting. This is really, it is said, the mission of San Juan, but 
through a transmutation of names peculiar to Texas, in which, for instance, the original 
Brazos became the Colorado, and the Colorado the Brazos, the place is now always 
known as the San Jose. The buildings of this, the second mission, were not only of 
fmer design and workmanship, but they were those of a scholastic as well as of a 
religious institution, inclosed a much larger space, and are left in much more detail. 
. . . The stone, although now lichen-eaten and weather-stained, is the soft 
cream-colored stone of their district, which is easily wrought, the surface walls frescoed 
with a diaper of vermilion and blue, of which only faint lines remain. All the lofty 
facade is a mass of superb sculpture of colossal figures, with cherubs, scrolls, and 
flowers; similar noble work surrounds one of the exquisitely beautiful windows; but for 
the rest, the great halls are roofless, the long arcades are crumbling into mounds of 
dust, and even the fme statuary has been defaced by wanton wretches who have 
enriched themselves with the hand of a St. Joseph or the head of an infant Jesus. Such 
as the carving is, it is regarded with superstitious idolatry by the simple Mexicans 
whose village surrounds the ruin, and the priesthood itself would not dare to take any 
measures for its preservation that should remove it from their daily sight. . . . There 
are said to be great underground chambers attached to this mission building, capable 
of holding two years' provision of wheat, together with secret passages to the river, so 
that the water supply could never be cut off; and owing to this, the mission was able 
once to endure triumphantly, according to tradition, a siege of eighteen months' 
duration from those warlike Indians who never ceased their hostility to the undertaking 
of the Spaniard and the Franciscan. (Prescou 1877:840-41) 

Comer, who indulges less frequently in mission mythology, describes the embellishments on the Church 
of San Jose: 

San Jose Mission is the most beautiful of all, and its carving is surely a "a joy forever." 
The hand that chiseled the wonderful facade at the main entrance of the Church, the 
doorway, window, and pillar capitals of the smaller Chapel, that now goes by the name 
of the Baptistry, was one of marvelous cunning. The facade is rich to repletion with 
the most exquisite carving. -Figures of Virgins and Saints with drapery that looks like 
drapery, cherubs' heads, sacred hearts, ornate pedestals and recesses with their 
conch-like canopies, and cornices wonderful. The door way, pillar and arch, is daring 
in its unique ornamentation-showing in its combination of form the impression of 
Moorish outlines. Otherwise the whole facade is rich Renaissance- figures and hearts 
alone with anything realistic about them. All other ornamentation is conventional but 
with nothing stiff, every curve showing a free hand .. The window above the archway 
is a simple wreath of such acanthus-like curves and conchoids of surpassing 
workmanship. The south window of the Baptistry is considered by good judges the 
fmest gem of architectural ornamentation existing in America to-day. Its curves and 
proportions are a perpetual delight to the eye, and often as the writer has seen and 
examined it, it is of that kind of art which does not satiate, but ever reveals some fresh 
beauty in line or curve. (Corner 1890: 17) 

DRAFT -- NOT FINAL TEXT 



266 Chapter 10 

_, 

Figure 49. Southwest elevation of the church of San Jose (1855-61). This is the earliest photograph 
in the park collection depicting structures prior to the Benedictine work. Note the intact dome, the 
square sacristy window, and the single-story porteria. Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the 
Republic offexas. (79181) 
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Figure 50. Southeast elevation of San Jose (1877). Note the well, the partially filled arch in the 
porteria, and shadows of rafters spanning the second floor level. Courtesy the Catholic Archives of 

Texas. (137/82) 
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Figure 51. West elevation of the church of San Jose (1877). There is a wood fence enclosing the 
composonto, and a recent coating on the sacristy roof. The stump of a stone cross is visible on the roof 
above the entry. Courtesy Texas Catholic Archives. (138/82) 
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Figure 52. Northeast elevation of the church of San Jose (18TI) showing damage to the north wall after 
the collapse of the dome. Texas Catholic Archives. (139/82) 
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' Figure 53. Detail of the church door of San Jose (1877-79): These are the original doors which 
vanished ca. 1885. The doors are coming off their binges. The statues are intact, with the exception 
of the head of the infant Mary held by St. Anne, which Prescott erroneously identifies as the infant 
Jesus. Also missing is the hand of St. Joachim, whom Prescott mistakes for Joseph. Courtesy Tex 
Treadwell. (7/83) 
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He says that Bishop Neraz thinks the figures are The Virgin, San Jose, San Benedict, San Augustine, 
and San Francisco, but "other authorities have given a slight variation of this list." The "pretty designs" 
on the church facade, says Comer, are "now very difficult to discern" (Corner 1890:19). In describing 
the church structure, Comer mentions the collapse of the dome:4 

At the southwestern comer of the Mission buildings is a belfry tower, about sixty feet 
high. It has four lookout windows and a pyramidical stone roof. Tucked in the angle 
made by this tower and the south wall of the large Chapel, is a peculiar round tower 
to accommodate the winding stairway of solid hewn wooden steps to the second story 
of the belfry tower. From the second story are very curious stairs or ladders made of 
solid tree trunks notched and dressed with an axe, leading to the upper lookout of the 
tower. Here, are to be had some fine views of the country. All over the tower 
chamber's walls are thousands of names of visitors. Only a small portion of the large 
stone roof of the main Chapel remains and much of the north wall has gone, leaving 
a great ugly gap on this side and the remnant of the roof very unsafe in appearance. 
These portions of the Chapel with its dome fell in with a great crash on a stormy night 
of December, 1868. (Comer 1890:18) 

The Sacristy 

King encountered inhabitants of San Jose living in the sacristy. The following passage is also revealing 
for its discussion of the collapse of the dome: 

\ 

As our party entered the rear archways an old, sun-dried Mexican approached, 
and in a weak voice invited us to enter the church. 

The old man and his bronzed wife had placed their household goods in the 
interior of the edifice; and in the outer porch dried beef was hung over the images of 
the saints. An umbrella and candlestick graced the christening font. Lighting a 
corn-shuck cigarette, the old man lay down on one of the beds ·with a moan, for he was 
a confined invalid. We climbed to the tower, but speedily came down again, as the 
great dome fell in last year, and the roof is no longer considered safe. 

Returning to the shade, the Mexican woman, clad in a single coarse garment, 
her hair falling not ungracefully about a face which, although she must have been fifty, 
seemed still young, served us with water in a gourd; and then seated herself on the 
ground with the hens affectionately picking about her. Was she born at the mission? 
We asked. No, senor; but in San Fernando. And where had she spent her youth? In 
Piedras Negras, senor: And did she~ot fear'the roof of the old mission might some 
day fall· and crush her? Who knows, senor. She answered, ambiguously; giving that 
vague shake. of tJ1C head by which both Spaniards and Mexicans' so accurately express 
profo~d ~con.cem. In ~e shad~ ~f some of the ~eat walls were )i}tle stone ~~ins, 

. in which lived other Mexican families. Bronzed children were. runmng about m ·the · 
' ', ) , .... ; \_ : - ,. ) .. 

'· 
l . 

) 

40uestions about the collapse of the church roof at San Jose are still unanswered. Corner 
was the first to use the now traditional date of December 1868 (1890:18). However, King states 
that the roof of the structure collapsed the year before his ca. 1873 arrival--in other words, in 
1872 (1875:155). Contemporary writers have used both dates in their narratives (see Habig 
1968b:ll 7). 
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Figure 54. Detail of the south sacristy or rose window at San Jose (1890) by Mary E. Jacobson, the 
first woman photographer in San Antonio. Courtesy of the Library of Congress. (3/80) 
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sun, and bronzed fathers were working lazilv in the field. In the distance, in anv 
direction--chaparral, -- mesquite,--cactu~,--sh~rt, burned grass, and the same prospe~t 
all the way to the Rio Grande. (King 1875:155) 
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By 1877, the residents King had found in the sacristy apparently were gone, and the structure was again 
being used as a chapel: 

The chapel attached to the mission is still in use, a weekly service being held there. 
In spite of its pretty font, and of the groined arches of its vaulted roof, it is a sad spot. 
Two or three old paintings adorn it, a sacred image stands in the lofty niche of the 
only window, which, lined with scarlet, surrounds the image in a blazing aureole, while 
the walls all about the altars are strung with the votive offerings of the poor 
worshipers, who, since they can not give lace and jewels and gold-wrought altar cloths, 
give curious patch work hangings which are inexpressibly touching to see. (Prescott 
1877:841) 

By 1890, according to Corner, services were held "occasionally": 

To the south of the main Chapel is a smaller one, the window and carving of which 
were referred to above. This is roofed by three domes, the tops of the enclosing walls 
being serrated, all quite in Moorish style. The entrance to this Chapel is from the east 
from an ante-chamber or wing of the cloisters. The arch and sidestones of the entry 
door are beautifully sculptured, and here, there still remain, much chipped, once finely 
carved, cedar double doors, and although so badly damaged they suggest to one's mind 
what the beauty of the front doors or gates at the facade of the main Chapel might 
have been. In this little Chapel services are still occasionally held. Its altar is decked 
with gaudy patchwork of a distinctly Mexican design, and many a little trumpery, by 
way of offering is placed there by the simple believing women folk of the place. Some 
of the details of the capitals of the pillars, the font and other carving of this little 
Chapel are illustrated in this book. There are two ancient Spanish pictures, one 
hanging each side of the altar, much the worse for age, scenes from the life of St. 
Joseph. One is very plainly the "Flight into Egypt." The other, more difficult to make 
out, is most likely a picture of the Circumcision. The fan-like fluted canopies of the 
window and recesses have pretty architectural effect. (Corner 1890: 18-19) 

1 The Convento 

Soon after the Benedictine acquis1uon of the convento in 1859, the order began an extensive 
reconstruction of the structure. A letter from Rev. Amandus Kramer dated January 7, 1861, gives us 
some indication of the condition of the convento at that time: "The wall is up as far as to the second 
story, but F. Herman's idea is always for three storys ... but since last summer he had to stop his work, 
because he has no money. The rocked wall--two story high-- without roof--the church just as before--is 
all the improvement of San Jose." 

On April 12, 1867, Bishop Dubuis wrote to Abbot Boniface Wimmer that "the building of San Jose 
ought to be covered in, to save the walls, if nothing else" (Fellner 1956:8, n.35). These remarks suggest 
little improvement in the condition of the convento from January 1861, and indicate that very little major 
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Figure 55. A south elevation of the sacristy and church of San Jose (1893) showing the deterioration 
of the stair tower. Courtesy Texas State Library. (103/82) 
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Figure 56. Detail of the stair tower of San Jose prior to its collapse in 1903 (1893-1903). Note the 
design of the original window in the curved wall and the rubble at the base of the tower. Courtesy San 
Jose Archives. (11/84) 
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Figure 57. Detail of the east elevation of the sacristy door of San Jose (1872-79). The profile of the 
stone carving is still fairly crisp, but there is evidence of mortar erosion between joints. Note the two 
blank replacement panels in the colonial door: the original carved panels have probably been taken by 
souvenir huncers. Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. (130/82) 
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Figure 58. The interior of the San Jose "chapel" (sacristy) at the date of Prescott's writing (1877). The 
statue of St. Joseph in the window exists today. Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. 
(246/82) 
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Figure 59. A Mary E. Jacobson photograph of the sacristy as Comer would have seen it (1890). The 
crack visible in the apex of the arch did not appear in an 1877 photograph. Note the exposed stone in 
the center dome where plaster has fallen away. Courtesy The Library of the Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas. (86/81) 
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construction was carried out after that date. The majority of the work, therefore, was carried out by 
the summer of 1860. 

The extensive Benedictine rebuilding project is difficult to trace. Detailed examination shows that all 
the interior walls are Benedictine in the east-west portion of the convento up to the wall separating the 
kitchen rooms from the rest of the structure. This means the Benedictines removed the central long 
wall containing the doors into the 1823 rooms, and replaced all the partition walls. That the surviving 
stub of the central long wall is almost 3 feet wide while the wall as it stands is only 2 feet wide is 
evidence for this conclusion, as well as the reuse of hard white limestone blocks with decorative carving. 
These blocks were probably taken from the ruins of post-1845 structures elsewhere in San Antonio. 
Such blocks occur frequently in San Antonio only after the influx of German colonists after 1840, and 
the subsequent construction of homes using their distinctive style of stonecarving. 

All lancet-arched openings are of Benedictine construction or reconstruction. It is likely that the 
lancet-arched openings in the north wall were altered from the convento openings which predate the 
Benedictine work. The second story of the room in front of the sacristy door, the kitchen, and the room 
north of it are also Benedictine. Remains of wall plaster and the use of red brick in window 
reconstruction indicate that some portion of the top of the north wall was removed and rebuilt, 
incorporating the lancet openings. Counting from the east end of the convento, the fourth window 
opening on the second floor appears to have been much wider and was filled substantially at the sides 
before the construction of the present lancet window. This was probably the window or doorway which 
originally opened onto the balcony of the celda principal (main cell). 

All second story walls beyond the east wall of Benedictine room #4 are also Benedictine construction, 
except the arcade wall and perhaps a portion of the east wall of room #5. Prior to 1860, the kitchen 
(Benedictine rooms #7 and #B) was partially divided by an arch supporting a flying buttress on the end 
of the arcade wall on the second level. This partial division may explain why rooms #7 and #8, built 
into room #6 of the 1823 appraisal, was called a "double kitchen." 

At the time of the Benedictine work, ground level was slightly lower than when Smith emptied the 
convento patio area in the 1930s, but it was still considerably higher than floor level within the rooms 
of the first story. All evidence indicates that the original ground surface was about the same level as 
the present first floor interior surfaces. The depth of surrounding earth in the convento area bas not 
been explained, but must have accumulated since ca. 1770.5 

The Benedictines managed to lay flooring and build a roof for the two stories of room #1, but did not 
get past placing some joists for the rest of the second story flooring. The transverse arches between the 

·.arcade wall and the 10ng central .w~' and those withm the rOOIJlS, were all ~f.Benedidjne .construction. 
They were to be part of the supp0rt system for the joists of the second story flooring, never·completed. 
However, archeology has shown that a row of rooms was built against the north wall of the convento 
sometime during these years. A series of filled rectangular openings are still visible in the north wall 
of the present convento. It is likely that at least some were doors opening onto the northern rooms. 
The foundations of these rooms were seen by both Smith in the 1930s and Fox in 1970 (Clark 1978:45). 
There is no hint of their existence in the 1785 inventory or the 1823 appraisal, and the artifacts 

5See Part I, chapter 4, for a discussion of the convento ground level. 
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Figure 60. South elevation of the church and convento area of San Jose during the Benedictine 
reconstruction, 1859-1868. The second story room above the porteria has been built and a temporary 
construction ramp stands in the garden area. Courtesy Texas Catholic Archives. (144/82) 
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Figure 61. The convento of San Jose in 1983, showing the general appearance of the area after the 
Benedictines stopped construction. Courtesy Texas State Library. (104/82) 
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Figure 62. Benedictine flooring built into the convento of San Jose, above the sacristy doorway. Note 
the painted plaster on the arch. Courtesy of the Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 
(104/81) 
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Figure 63. Floor joists built into the corredor of the San Jose convento by the Benedictines. Courtesy 
or the Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (92/81) 
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associated with them indicate that they were in use during the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Therefore they were built after the appraisal of 1823 by new occupants of the area.6 

A sketch of San Jose that gives a view down the north wall of the convento was drawn by Seth Eastman 
in 1848, and it shows no row of rooms along this wall (p. 43). This ... indicates that they were built 
after 1823 and tom down i: before 1848, an unlikely timetable, or that they were built after 1848. The 
artifacts could have been deposited as late as 1860. The most likely explanation for these structures, 
then, is that the rooms were constructed by the Benedictines in 1859-60 to serve as residences while they 
worked on the rebuilding of the main convento building. 

Comer desaibes the convento's appearance in 1890: 

The cloisters and cells, which were of two stories, are quite extensive with a double 
series of arches streti::hing eastwardly from the main building. The outside arches are 
plain, wide semi-circular arches, and pointed Gothic arches inside and on the second 
floors. There monastic additions to the Mission had formerly fallen very much into 
decay, but in 1859 some Benedictine fathers arrived here from St. Vincent's Abbey in 
the Pittsburgh Diocese, Pennsylvania, with the intention of rebuilding these rooms and 
cloisters for scholastic purposes. The intention was only partially carried into effect. 
The industrious fathers rebuilt many of the upper Gothic arches, as far as can be 
learned, manufacturing their own red bricks for that purpose and the making of the 
big oven at the east end. What finally interfered with this purpose of the Benedictines 
it is difficult to discover, but it is more than likely that wars and rumors of wars and 
an unsettled epoch had much to do with the abandonment of their project, adding one 
more unfinished chapter to the heroic history of the Catholic Church in Texas. 
(Comer 1890:19) 

The Mission Compound 

Very few records of ownership or transfer are known from 1860 to about 1890 when landowners again 
begin to appear in the records. Most of them have little proof of title to their properties, but were able 
to legally transfer the lots after the deposition of affidavits showing proof of long use. Most of these 
affidavits indicate occupation beginning in about 1875-1880. Lot lines usually show only a vague 
resemblance to the pre-1860 divisions. Indications of some sort of continuous legal ownership can be 
found in only a few cases: several lots on the west side of compound, one on the east, and one lot and 
a portion of the granary on the north .. By ca. 1890 nothing but a few fragments of broken wall remained 
of the Indian quarters south of the road, and nothing but the church, convento, and granary stood north 
of it. The mill disappeared from view and from the records after about 1825, and was forgotten until 
its remains were located in the 1930s. 

6Some of these are windows of the convento from before the Benedictine reconstruction, 
which made use of some of them and filled others. The rest were created by the Benedictines. 
There may be two sets of pre-Benedictine windows, one set filled at the time of the ca. 1770 
renovation, and the second set filled or reused by the Benedictines. 
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Figure 64. Southeast elevation of the San Jose granary at the time of Comer's writing (1890). Scars 
are visible along the east wall where the ancillary structure had been attached. Courtesy of the San 
Antonio Museum Association. (200/82) 
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Figure 65. A detail of the west wall and northwest corner of the San Jose granary showing evidence 
of occupancy (1880). The doorway is the present one. Courtesy the San Antonio Museum Association. 
(201/82) 
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Figure 66. The church at the turn of the century (1895-1900). St. Anne has disappeared, the head and 
arms of St. Joachim are gone, and the doors are missing. Note the increased number of grave plots, 
large structural cracks, the slipping keystone, and vegetation in the nave of the church. Holes above the 
entablature indicate an earlier railing. Courtesy the San Antonio Museum Association. (184/82) 
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Wall traces within the compound along the east side cannot be attributed to any time period. Pending 
archeological investigation, it is probably safest to assume that they were low partition walls built around 
the yards of houses along the east wall after 1824. · 

In some cases this situation may reflect failure on the part of the Catholic Church to record the sales 
of Church-owned lands in the local courthouse. Then as now, it was next to impossible to locate a 
record of the transfer if the buyer had lost bis copy of the deed. In other cases, the record probably 
indicates acquisition of abandoned property by simple use, or "squatting." 

Taken all together, the evidence indicates that in the 1860s and 1870s, San Jose was virtually empty of 
occupants except for a few lots on the west side south of the road. 

Comer offers a comprehensive view of the compound in 1890: 

Turn to the foundation plan of San Jose. It will be seen how extensive these Mission 
buildings are. They are placed in the northeast comer of the square, running almost 
due east and west. "The Mission San Jose consists also of a large square, and 
numerous Mexican families still make it their residence. To the left of the gateway is 
the granary." So says Kendall. The gateway is gone to-day. The granary, with its 
strong and curious flying buttresses and arched stone roof, is still there and in it 
families make a home. The road still enters the Mission Square just at the right of the 
granary, where the old entrance was. Here you are in full view of the facade of the 
Mission Buildings with the square spreading out to the right or south of the long main 
building of the Mission. The Mexican families still exiSt in buts erected upon the ruins 
of the ramparts of the Mission Square, and in a few years these now hardly to be 
defined foundations will have been "improved" from the place. (Corner 1890:18) 

Vandalism 

Following the Civil War, if not before, graffiti had become fashionable, as attested by this 1868 piece 
in the San Antonio Herald: 

MISSION SAN JOSE 

Local items were scarce yesterday about the city, so we went on a tour of inspection 
to the Old Mission San Jose. By permission of Justo Maldonado, the old Spanish 
gentleman who appeared to be in charge, we clambered all over the building where so 
many pretty ladies and gallant gentlemen have been before our day. "Such a getting 
up stairs" we never did before, but when we reached the top we were amply repaid for 
our physical exertion. The scenery immediately around is beautiful; our dull pen 
cannot picture it--it should be seen on a bright day in the spring to be appreciated 
properly. We left our name by that of H. A. Maltby, editor of the Corpus Christi 
Advertiser, and near to that of our lamented friend Jas. F. Millhouse. Every one who 
visits this old Mission, man or woman, seems to think they are honorably bound to 
carve their name in large letters for after generations to muse over. After partaking 
of a cup of coffee, a cigarette, and a good look at the pretty black-eyed girls we found 
there we drove home, highly pleased with our visit. (December 31, 1868, in Everett 
1975:15) 
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Corner, however, decries the vandalism at San Jose: 

And to think that men can be found who can ruthlessly deface these for the sake of 
possessing a piece of the material. Was it not that the sculptor saw the perfect statue 
in the stone? Surely here the fool sees only the stone in the material that has been 
given a beauty not its own. If stones ever do cry out, it is when they are alive with this 
touch of genius. 

"Do you not know me; does no voice within 
Answer my cry, and say we are akin?" 
But can these desecrators have any kinship with Art? It is not the Texan or 

the Mexican who has done these things. Kendall says, writing of ' 42, "though the 
Texan troops were long quartered here, (San Jose) the stone carvings have not been 
injured. "And this was in wartime when men are more than usually bent on 
destruction. (Corner 1890: 17-18) 
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Mission San Juan 

Francis Guilbeau owned the majority of the mission structures ca. 1875, after which the title was 
transferred to Celestine Villemain. Under Odin, the Catholic Church bought a few parcels of land in 
the suertes of San Juan, but never gained ownership of the mission buildings besides the two churches 
during the nineteenth century. Much of the Church-owned land near San Juan was sold by Bishop 
Neraz in the late nineteenth century. 

Corner explains the title situation as of the last decade of the century: 

If there is any record of the partition of the lands of this Mission it has not 
been discovered, at any rate with regard to the rooms in the ramparts it seems to have 
been customary at the Missions that a number of years occupation of rooms or 
barracks in any Mission gave some kind of title or claim to those rooms to the 
occupants. The Mission Government was generous to its converts and dependents. 
The Missions were projected for their benefit. This must explain such documents as 
that which may be found in the County Records dated January 28th, 1826, which 
relates that Maria de las Santos Lopez and Bar.tiara de las Santos Lopez who were then 
occupying three rooms in the Mission San Juan conveyed the same to the Province of 
Texas for the sum of $34.00 January 28th, 1826. This sum was paid to them by 
Antonio Saucedo, then Chief Justice. (Corner 1890:21) 7 

The San Juan/Berg's Mill Community 

In the immediate vicinity of the mission was the small community of San Juan, also known as Berg's 
Mill. King visited the mission in 1875 and observed people living inside its walls, surviving on what they 
could raise from small plots of land. He paints a dismal scene: 

The San Juan mission, a little beyond the San Antonio river, some three or 
four miles farther down, like the Espada, which stands upon the bend in the river still 
below, is but a ruin. In its day it was very large, and many families lived within its 
bounds. Now there is little to be seen, except a small chapel and the ruins of the huge 
walls. A few families live among the debris, and there is even a "San Juan Mission 
Store." 

The scene about the humble abodes of the Mexicans, residing in or near these 
missions, is very uniform. There is a rude water-cart near the door; a few pigs run 
about the premises, and a hairless Mexican dog watches them; two or three men, 
squatted on their haunches, sit blinking in the sun. No one ever seems to do any work; 
though the Mexicans about San Antonio have a good reputation as laborers. (King 
1875:156) 

A decade later, an account by a San Antonio reporter depicts a thriving environment. The change can 
be attributed chiefly to the arrival of industry in the area. Berg's Mill, a wool processing plant, became 
fully operational in October 1879; a cotton gin was built two years later; and on October 6, 1880, the 

7corner had the transfer reversed. The judge conveyed the property and the Santos Lopez 
family bought it. 
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Figure 67. The earliest photograph of San Juan church (1865-70). A portion of the roof over the 
sacristy has collapsed. There are no bells in the espadafia. The cross has fallen to the roof below, 
where it is to remain for several decades. A stone structure projects from the wall at the northeast 
corner of the church. Photograph courtesy ITC, San Antonio Light Collection (54/82) 
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Figure 68. East elevation of the church of San Juan (1877). The sacristy roof has been repaired, but 
the roof over the nave is showing deterioration. A single bell appears in the tower, and there is now 
a metal cross on top of the espada1ia. The blind arch containing the door to the church has been 
whitewashed, and the center door in the wall has been blocked up. Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, 
Fort Worth, Texas. (124/82) 
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Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad opened its first station at Berg's Mill (Scurlock et al. 1976:130, 
235). The mission community had entered a new era: 

SAN JUAN/BERG ' S MILL 

A reporter of The Express visited the village of San Juan, on the banks of the 
San Antonio river about siX miles below the city and found the little community 
thereabouts to be in a state of content and prosperity which thrift and enterprise 
always insures. The little village is located in a picturesque valley close to the ford of 
the San Antonio. The old San Juan mission, whose history is familiar to all our 
readers, stands on the eastern bank of this stream and is surrounded by a number of 
rude and massive buildings, as ancient as the mission itself. It is on the west side of 
an open space or plaza almost half the size of main plaza, and this plaza the Mexican 
citizens were busily engaged in clearing off and raking over to render it smooth and 
clear, as this is the spot where they are wont to gather every Sunday, where they are 
to be seen in groups. Many of them live in dwellings around this plaza and nearly all 
of the houses visited presented an attractive and clean appearance, denoting the 
industry and taste of the occupants. A large number of them are employed as 
operatives at the wool scouring mill, located at San Juan. They make good mill hands. 
(San Antonio Express. February 5, 1884, in Everett 1975:16) 

Comer (1890:20) also comments on the Sunday activities of the mission inhabitants: 

A number of Mexican families live =here, some of the members of which possess 
marked Indian features. In the neighborhood of San Juan there are more traces of the 
Indian in faces and characteristics than anywhere else in Texas. The best time to note 
this is on a Sunday afternoon when they usually congregate at one of the houses near 
the ford for their weekly cock fight which seems to be the excitement of the 
community, that is among the men. (Comer 1890:20)3 

Save for its own post office, San Juan had the basic complement of community facilities. There was a 
schoolhouse in operation "eight months out of twelve. • The "large school community" paid the teacher 
a salary of $45 per month. There was also a store, "which does a fair trade. "Getting to San Juan was 
apparently difficulL The condition of the "public roads·' had caused suspension of the post office and 
the daily mail service the residents had previously enjoyed (San Antonio Express, February 5, 1884 in 
Everett 1975:17) 

Land and Landscape 

The same reporter describes the area's agricultural activities in 1884: 

Around the San Juan mission are a number of the farms and pastures as well 
as dairies and stock ranches. The Falls Farm of Fergus 0. C. Robinson is a very fine 
one, but the possession to it is in litigation, Unfortunately for both parties to the suit. 
The place of C. Villemain is a very fine one also, and contains a 500-acre pasture and 
300-acre tract, which is in cultivation. Mr. Villemain is engaging somewhat extensively 
in grape culture, and has planted five acres in grapes of the very best quality and in 
great variety. 
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Figure 69. Northeast elevation of the church of San Juan with the convento in the background 
(1880-85). The wall extending northward from the church has been lowered and capped. Otherwise, 
the church is similar in appearance to photograph 124/82. The gable end of the convento structure is 
visible. The roof is gone. A gable-roofed addition, now the•••••? visitor contact station, projects 
eastward from the south end of the building. Courtesy Barker Archives, the University of Texas at 
Austin. (117/82) 
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Figure 70. The east elevation of the church of San Juan, with the compound in the foreground (1886). 
The photograph shows the newly planted saplings, and the church roof intact. It blew off the following 
August. Courtesy Barker Archives, the University of TexKas at Austin. (116/82) 
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This he regards as a venture which will prove of great profit to him, as some 
of his neighbors, who have smaller vineyards raise grapes enough to sell a great many 
grapes at good figures in the city. (Ibid.) 

Visiting the nearby ranch of a county commissioner (a 600 acre spread, 400 in pasture and the 
remainder in cultivation) the reporter is impressed with its modern water supply system: 

Mr. Braden's residence is about half a mile from the river but he is well supplied with 
water and runs a waterworks monopoly of his own. He has an automatic hydraulic 
ram which forces the water into a tank at an elevation of sixty-five feet. The water 
runs in two-inch mains from this tank to two others, which supply his premises. He 
bas a hydrant on his gallery, another in his kitchen, a third at his dairy, a fourth from 
which supplies his calves, and another is placed at his barn where his stock are 
watered. He has a fountain which supplies a flow sufficient for his large fish ponds, 
containing a good supply of German carp, bass, trout, perch, cat and other fish. (Ibid.) 

The Mission Compound 

Although "less remarkable and distinguished than the other two," Comer concedes that Mission San 
Juan does have its "points of interest": 

Its square is well defined ad the design of a complete Mission can be made out with 
less difficulty here and at the Fourth Mission [Espada] than at the others. Its little 
granary, its chapel, its ruined convent or monastery which must have been a building 
of some importance in its day, and the foundations of a chapel which was never 
completed are all objects of interest. These main buildings unlike those of the First 
and Second Missions [Concepcion and San Jose, respectively] form parts of and are 
built into the boundary or rampart walls. (Comer 1890: 20) 

Efforts to improve the appearance of the grounds were initiated in 1886 by C. L. Dignowity, as 
described in a 1936 newspaper interview. Dignowity, who had acquired the mission lands from M. C. 
Villemain, planted a number of trees in the compound. There was an unexpected discovery: "[he] found 
human bones, flint arrow beads, and other relics buried there" (J. W. Schuhardt, January 26, 1936). 

The Church 

Speaking in a San Antonio Express interview in 1936, an old timer recalled that fifty years earlier San 
Juan bad not had its own priest. Father Francis Bouchu, the priest of Espada, "occasionally held service 
in the San Juan church," he said, "until the old roof was blown in during the August 1886 storm" 
(January 26, 1936). 

In 1890 the church was still roofless and its deterioration was being hastened by exposure to the 
elements, as Corner ascribes: 

The Chapel of San Juan is very plain and simple in construction. Just four walls--the 
tower being merely an elevation of a portion of the East wall with open arches in it for 
bells. There is still one bell left. The chapel is roofless except for one small room at 
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the south end which is walled off by an adobe wall and which is used as a Sacristy, 
vestry, and receptacle for the small remaining stock of figures, books, pictures and 
other such bric-a-brac. The inside of the walls of the Chape~ however, will afford to 
such as care for that sort of thing a few minutes interesting study in rude frescoing. 
The frescoes are almost obliterated by exposure to the weather and the wonder is that 
they have not long since been washed entirely off by heavy rains. (Corner 1890:20) 

297 

Corner continues with a detailed discussion of the church's wall paintings. This is a particularly 
important passage because the paintings were obliterated early in the twentieth century, and his is the 
earliest and most reliable description known. 

They are a curious mixture of Old and New World ideas. Detail of Moorish design, 
a Rc:>man arch, an Indian figure and pigments. "These frescoes," says Father Bouchu, 
"I think are of later date than the completion of the Chapel and they were probably 
permitted, to satisfy the Indian nature's love of color." A painted rail about four feet 
high running around the Chapel first attracts the eye, and then the elaborately painted 
Roman Arch in red and orange over the doorway. The design of this decoration is 
decidedly of a Moorish caste, zigzag strips and blocks of color with corkscrew and tile 
work, and pillars of red and orange blocks. These pillars are about twelve feet high 
and support another line or rail of color and upon this upper lines are a series of 
figures of musicians each playing a different instrument. The figures for some reason 
are much more indistinct than their instruments, the latter being accurately drawn and 
easy to distinguish. There is one of these figures over the frescoed arch of the door. 
It is a mandolin player. The player is indistinct, portions of his chair and instrument 
plainer, the latter can be. made out to be of dark brown color with the finger board 
and keys, red. To the right of him is a violin player, the best preserved sample of 
all--the violin and bow are quite distinct, so are the features of the face of the figure, 
his hair is black, lips red, face and legs orange, feet black, the body of the violin 
orange, the rest of him and the bow red. To the right of him again is a guitar player, 
dressed in a bluish green color, sitting in a red chair, the instrument is quite distinct. 
Directly opposite this figure vis a vis is a viol player; the instrument being held by the 
player, finger board up, from the left shoulder across the body; bead, bands, instrument 
and bow being distinct, but the body of him is "played out." To the right of this ghostly 
looking viol player is a harp and a chair but the player is either invisible or vanished. 
The lower rail, which is the much more elaborate of the two, supports here and there 
a flower pot and flowers in incongruous colors of bluish green and dull red--carnations 

. and roses being prime favorites, with an occasional cross on a painted pedestal or 
dado. (Corner 1890:20-21) · · 
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Figure 71. East elevation of the church of San Juan in 1890. The roof is gone. Saplings are still 
growing in front of the church. The roof of the sacristy is in deteriorated condition. Courtesy the 
Library of Congress. (1180) 
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Figure 72. North and west elevations of the church of San Juan in 1890. Note the "tie-stones" and the 
absence of openings in the west wall. Courtesy ITC. (53/82) 
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Figure 73. San Juan Church interior with a view of the adobe wall at its south end (ca. 1890). Note 
the door opening, which would have led to the adjoining sacristy. This wall is not "keyed in": a visible 
crack at its east edge indicates that it was a later addition. The door opening between the two pilasters 
has been blocked up and is obscured by plaster. The continuity of the painted motifs indicates that the 
opening was blocked when the interior was plastered and painted. The floor appears to be earth. 
Courtesy ITC. (57/82) 
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Figure 74. "Bric-a-brac" in the San Juan church, referred to by Corner (ca. 1890). These same statues 
are presently in the church. Courtesy Texas State Library. (97/82) 
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Figure 75. Interior view of the church of San Juan in 1895, showing polychrome frescoes framing entry. 
Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (54/81) 
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Figure 76. Interior view of the church of San Juan facing the northwest comer (1895). Note the 
decorative geometric patterns on the walls, the choir loft beams, and the circular window framed in 
carved stone. The object in the north window is a coffin lid. Courtesy of the Library of the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas. ( 53/81) 
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Mission Espada 

In a discussion of the mission's name, Corner asks the question: "Whence 'de la Espada?' St. Francis 
of the sword?" He recounts the opinion popular in San Antonio in the nineteenth century: 

Tradition says that the old tower of the Chapel was built in the form of the hilt of a 
sword, and that the imagination of the founders supplied length to the blade to 
complete the similarity to the whole weapon. Perhaps it was that they were possessed 
with a portion of the spirit of that Greek parent whose son complained of the 
shortness of his sword; "Add a step to it, my son!" The illusion to the sword may have 
had some reference to the period of the awakening of St. Francis after his early illness, 
for it is related of him that he did not know at first whether he was called to be a 
valiant soldier and knight, or to be a faithful servant of the Church Militant. (Comer 
1890:21) 

Of course, as discussed in Chapter 3, the name "de la Espada" was applied to the mission at the time 
it was founded in San Antonio, before any construction. 

Visitors' Descriptions of the Mission 

A visit by San Antonio locals immediately after the Civil War gives rise to a mystery. From this passage, 
it cannot be determined whether the structure containing the altar is the actual church--only the facade 
of which existed at this time--or one of the two wings attached. to the bastion, which were commonly 
known as the barracks: 

MISSION ESPADA 

In company with several gay young people we last Sunday paid our first visit 
to this noted Mission. It is more dilapidated than either San Jose or Mission 
Concepcion, and is more of a curiosity. The old fortifications are still standing, though 
they would not be considered worthy of the name, in these modem times. Three pieces 
of artillery could entirely demolish them in half an hour. By investing a Mexican 
quarter we gained admission into the interior; part of the building was inhabited by 
bats and owls, in the other end an altar is erected and service is held there on the 
Sabbath. Strangers visiting our city should by all means go to see these Missions. (San 
Antonio Herald, March 16, 1869, in Everett 1975:15) 

A decade later, Prescott continues to emphasize the "picturesque": 

Of the other missions, down the nver, there is scarcely enough left to mention; but 
take them by moonlight, the effulgent moonlight of San Antonio, and they are worth 
a journey to see, the front of La Espada towering above the dark foliage, a melancholy 
haunt of poetry and dreams. Why all these buildings have been allowed to fall into 
such a condition it is not easy to say. whether it was that the secularization of the 
missions crippled them beyond their strength, whether the Indian service was no longer 
able to maintain them, whether the dry climate had any particularly injurious effect 
upon them, wh~ther the depredations of marauders have been equal to such 
destruction, or whether it is judged that they are most effective as they are--whatever 
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Figure 77. East elevation of the church of Espada, ca. 1870-75. Only the facade remains. There are 
no bells, and the church door has disappeared. Ground level was approximately one foot lower than 
present. The gable-roofed structure behind the church was built about the time Bouchu arrived, but 
it is not known what it was used for. Bouchu's residence, built into the surviving rooms of the old 
convento, can be seen at the left, south of the church. Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas. (44/81) 
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the reason, the lover of the picturesque may well be thankful for the result. (Prescott 
1877:841-42) 

In the same year, however, after mentioning that portions of the walls and the "sword-shaped tower" are 
still standing, other writers make note of mission activities: 

[W]e visited [Espada] on the day of election and found the area occupied by knots of 
voters of various nationalities, Mexicans, Americans, Germans, Polanders and 
Freemen, discussing and illustrating the merits and demerits" of universal suffrage; how 
different the scene from that presented one hundred years ago, when the pious 
missionaries were in these sacred precincts teaching the savages the mysteries of our 
holy religion. ("General Directory of the City of San Antonio" 1931:7-8) 

The Espada Community 

Comer took note of inhabitants at Espada: "Several Mexican families still reside in tumble-down huts 
on the lines of the Mission square" (1890:23). In fact, the greater Espada community was sizable, 
consisting in 1892 of 119 families totalling "610 souls," as Father Bouchu entered in his annual report 
("Notitiae," Archdiocese of San Antonio, 1892). 

The Mission Compound 

Comer gives an 1890 overview of the compound, commenting on the condition of several structures. 
The "small roundtower" in the southeast corner is the bastion: 

Part of the ramparts or enclosing walls of this Mission are pretty well preserved, others 
are in total ruins, but the foundations of the limits can be clearly made out all around 
except at points facing the banks of the River. The Square is of irregular shape ... 
. In the southeast corner is an object of much interest. Projecting from the angle of 
the walls outwardly, is a small round tower of quite a feudal character. It is in a state 
of fine preservation and its three dressed stone round cannon holes near the base, and 
its seven musket holes about eight feet from the ground, lend it quite a menacing 
presence. The interior of it is in equally good repair. (Comer 1890:22) 

Corner goes on to say that the "Mission's oldest resident," one Sebastian Tejada, "maintains that there 
was still another place of worship on the inside of the south wall by ~e road." According to Tejada, the 
old main south entrance was in the same area, and "the Granary was built projecting lengthwise outside 
the walls by the same entrance." Corner states that at the date of his writing, only the foundations _of 
these two buildings existed. There was a well ("never forgotten in the building of a Mission") opposite 
the old convent, identified after 1950 as the rectory. In 1890 this convent and its yard were used as the 
priest's residence (Corner 1890:23). 

In his discussion of the compound Corner mentions a second bastion, which had been on the south wall 
to the west of the existing baluarte, but there was no trace of it to be found. He also describes the 
structure now identified as the Indian quarters along the south compound wall : "The chambers to the 
west of the existing "baluarte" have, looking out upon the square, alternate door and arches, and one 
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Figure 78. The walls have been reconstructed by Father Bouchu (1886-87). There are three bells in 
the tower and a new church door. Note the transept on the south nave wall, now the entrance to the 
sacristy. Courtesy Barker Archives, the University of Texas at Austin. (118/82) 
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Figure 79. South elevation of the bastion at Espada in ca. 1905. Note the two pitched roofed structures 
flanking the bastion on the north and west. Courtesy ITC. (75/82) 

DRAFT -- NOT FINAL TEXT 



Chapter 10 309 

of the wide arched entrances still exists. "He says further that the rooms north of the bastion had been 
"fitted up for a school house" by Father Bouchu (Ibid.). 

Comer' s interview with Sebastian Tejada, born in one of the mission dwellings, offers vivid structural 
information as well as poignant memories: 

"I was born here in 1813. I have lived here all my iife. I was born about the time that 
Arredondo came through. This Mission seems to be much the same as when I first 
remember it--only some of the buildings were more complete. I remember the 
Convent before it was so much altered. I remember the arcades (row of arches of the 
Convent) and the granary which projected from the entrance on the southern 
boundary. Also the foundations of the old Church inside the walls projected from the 
granary--the present Church is quite new, except the front. I do not remember ever 
seeing the "baluarte"--(the fortified tower on the southeastern comer)--used but I have 
heard of its being used against the Indians. Yes I remember the hostile Indians 
coming upon us many times--but they were generally fought in my time inside the 
square of the Mission, The dwellings used to be much more used formerly. We use 
to have and house friendly Indians, but they mostly left at last. I remember when 
there were three Padres to do service here. The old church was pulled down about 
fifty years ago. Dependents of the Mission used to live in the barracks at the comer 
where the baluarte is. I remember another "baluarte'' at the entrance opposite the 
granary. The walls by the other entrance of the western boundary had loop holes, too, 
but not round towers. I remember often· the Spanish troops camping here. I 
remember Bowie well, he married Gov. Veramendi's daughter. He was a fine looking, 
fair man. I remember the army of Austin and Fannin camping here in 1835. They 
camped in the middle of the Plaza. Many colonists (he called them colonists of his 
own accord which was a touch of old days) came here at that time. I remember Santa 
Anna, I saw him. He had one leg. I remember very well that the dead of the Alamo 
fight were burnt. The Texans separately from the Mexican dead. It was the Mexican 
custom to thus burn their dead after battle. I remember the fight well. I don't know 
what the Texans defended in the Alamo, but thought it was the whole Mission walls. 
I don't know. I knew Senora Candelaria formerly. She is old, may be a hundred. She 
might have been in the Alamo during the fight. Quien Sabe." (Comer 1890: 23-24) 

Bouchu at Espada 

Corner introduces Father Francis Bouchu, the "wonderfully active and persevering" Frenchman who has 
been priest at Espada since 1858: 

He knows something of many subjects, which he has practically proved here at the 
Mission. "Padre Francisco" is Priest, lawyer, bricklayer, stone mason, photographer, 
historian, printer. His little pamphlets in Spanish would be a credit to an office of 
much larger pretensions. He has lived in this community for many years and is well 
versed in information pertaining to the history of the Missions, and being himself one 
of those Priests who join with their vocation a knowledge of practical handicraft, he 
enters into the spirit of the founders with more than ordinary keeness. He is simple, 
unaffected, and garrulous, and meets the wants of the little settlement. He has built 
with his own hands upon the ruin of the old Convent and arcade a comfortable Priest 
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Figure 80. East elevation of the east compound wall of Espada, ca. 1900. The bastion is out of view 
to the left. Note the terne metal roofed room south of the gabled roof structure. The smaller room 
may have served as the classroom described by Corner. The church can be seen through a break in the 
compound wall. Courtesy ITC. (70/82) 
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Figure 81. Espada compound from the west (ca. 1900). The arched gateway entrance and a blocked-up 
arch can be seen on the south wall. The arched entry to the bastion is obscured by the clothes line. This 
view also shows that only a single alignment remained along the east compound wall. Courtesy the 
Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (50/81) 
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Figure 82. Father Bouchu in front of the rectory of Espada, ca. 1900. There are glass panes in the 
window and door; and tile or brick, probably colonial, stacked against the wall. Cowtesy of the Texas 
Catholic Archives. (68/83) 
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house. Under his rule the Mission Chapel has been almost entirely renewed, the front 
only retaining a portion of its ancient work. (Comer 1890:22) 
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Bouchu was said to have kept a diary, but, "granting its existence," according to one writer, "it too has 
disappeared with all his personal belongings and papers" (Scarborough 1928:392). Such a document 
would constitute probably the most valuable source of information on everyday life at Espada during 
this period. In the absence of Bouchu'a papers, however, deed records and other documentary sources 
will have to do. 

In 1868 Bouchu bought the surviving buildings of the convento from Gregorio Casillas, the son of Rafael 
Casillas, who had purchased them from the Mexican government (BCDR U2:448). The description of 
the property in this deed indicates that the rooms transferred were the old kitchen and antecocina (a 
room leading into a kitchen ) of the convento compound, and included approximately the south half of 
the convento itself. The kitchen and antecocina are described as "the ruins of two houses united at a 
right angle.• The convento buildings are not described. There can be little doubt that the entire group 
of structures was far more deteriorated than they had been in 1824. Bouchu repaired and roofed the 
southern rooms of the convento, which survived to its original two story height. He made some repairs 
to the kitchen and antecocina, but these were probably in better condition and took less work. 

The Church 

Bouchu apparently did not begin work on the restoration of Espada Church until about 1884. In that 
year several tracts of Church-owned land were sold to him by Bishop J. C. Neraz, the proceeds of which 
were to be used for ''rebuilding the old church at said Mission of Espada" (BCDR 34:417). such a date 
is confirmed by the photographic records of Espada. 

Bouchu's sketches for this reconstruction are in the files of the Chancery of the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio. They consist of a ground plan of the intended structure and a perspective view of the 
completed building. The drawings are in ink with notes in French, in what appears to be Bouchu's hand. 
There are several alterations in pencil. They show that the original intent was to restore the church 
approximately according to the plan of 1824, but with the addition of transepts. Sections of thick wall 
appear on the plan--remnants of the early side walls of the church--and thinner walls where the side 
walls were to be replaced. 

Including the new transepts, Bouchu's reconstruction of the church was completed by 1887. Each 
transept had a wide set of double doors and no window openings. Some time between 1890 and perhaps 
1920 the sacristy was rebuilt on its present plan. 

Corner describes the church of 1890: 

The Chapel is in the form of a cross. The front is the belfry tower and is that portion 
that is supposed to represent the likeness to a sword-- perhaps it bore more of that 
resemblance before its restoration. Its three bells clang out three times a day, and 
would be startling on the still country air to one who was ignorant of the vicinity of the 
Mission. It is said that some of the Mission bells were cast in San Antonio in its 
earliest days, so there is no knowing what these old Missionaries did not come 
prepared to do. There are several pretty little bits of wrought iron work in this and 
the other Missions. Here is another artistic accomplishment to be added to the list of 
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those possessed by the fathers. The entrance door of the Chapel is unmistakably 
Moorish, having the true Alhambra shape and lines. (Corner 1890: 22-23) 

According to an old timer, in years immediately following Bouchu's reconstruction the church "had a 
bright unpainted metal roof," and "was kept in good repair" (J. W. Schuhardt, ''Around the Missions 
Half Century Ago," San Antonio E~ress, January 26, 1936). 
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Figure 83. The convento (rectory) and church of Espada from the southeast (ca. 1885-90). Note the 
stone and wood fence enclosure. Courtesy Texas Catholic Archives. (149/82) 
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Figure 84. A view of the church and two-story convento of Espada from northeast (1887-1890). The 
handwritten note, ~old Espada Mission Ajoining my Place; is attributed to a Davis area resident. 
Courtesy of the Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. (41/81) 
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Figure 85. The church and convento of Espada from the northeast (1887-1890). The comer of the 
camposanto can be seen, enclosed by a low stone wall. Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas. (69/83) 
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Figure 86. The plan and rough perspective drawing by Father Bouchu, showing how he intended to 
rebuild the church of Espada. Courtesy Archives of the Archdioscese of San Antonio. 
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Figure 87. The east elevation of the chapel of Espada as Bouchu would have found it upon his arrival 
at Espada (1877). Note the low walls projecting from the structure's north and southeast comers. 
Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. (127/82) 
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Figure 88. The southeast elevation of the chapel of Espada at the time of Corner's description (1890). 
Note the whitewashed doors and the absence of canales. Courtesy the Library of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas. (42/81) 
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Figure 89. The north wall of the chapel of Espada, probably at the time of its completion (1887). The 
building has a low pitched roof and a transept with double doors. Note the patch of fresh mortar at the 
northeast corner, indicating the removal of the low wall seen in photograph #127/82. The arched entry 
to the bastion with its associated structures can be seen in the background. This dated photograph is 
from Bouchu's personal collection. Courtesy Texas Catholic Archives. (148/82) 
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Appendix I: The Historic American Buildings Survey Records of the San Antonio Missions. ca. 
1935-1986 

[Include copies of all HABS drawings in this appendix] 
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Appendi.x II: A Brief Structural History of tvlission San Antonio de Valero 

The history of the establishment and construction of Mission San Antonio de \" alero is constantly 
referred to in this study. For the purpose of comparison \\ith the other missions. a brief rc\'iew of its 
structural history through ca. 1830 is presented in this appendi.x. 

On May 1, 1718 Mission San Antonio de Valero was established on the west side of the San Antonio 
River south of San Pedro Springs and a little north of the site of the Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar, 
established a few days later (Habig 1968:38). The mission stayed on this site for only 13 or 14 months, 
and then moved to the east bank of the San Antonio River in June or July 1719 (lbid:42). The second 
site was described as being "dos tiros, de Escopeta," two gun-shots, from the present site (Se\illano de 
Paredes 1727:38). The distance between the town of San Antonio and the present site was also 
frequently described as "two gun-shots," (Reference) so that the actual distance between the second and 
third sites of Valero is approximately known. The present distance from San Fernando Cathedral, the 
site of the original parish church of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria y Guadalupe and the effective 
center of the Villa de San Fernando de Bejar, is about 2500 feet. This is the approximate distance 
referred to later as "two gunshots," and should be considered the distance between the second and 
present sites of Mission San Antonio de Valero. The relative direction between the two sites was never 
stated. so that the general location of the second site can only be guessed at. 

Since the second site had to occupy the same relative position to the river as do all the other missions, 
where the acequia can pass close by, there are only two general areas where it is likely to have been. 
One is 2500 feet north of Valero on the acequia, and the other is on the acequia south of the mission 
the same distance. Because of the terrain, the southern site is more likely. This would give a general 
location for the second site in the area of-.J.he present intersection of Alamo Street and Durango 
Boulevard. · 

The Second Site and the Chapel of Santa Cruz: 

A surprising amount of information about the structures on the second site is available. In 1727 Fr. 
Paredes y Sevillano described the buildings: the mission consisted of "un Torrconsillo ... y unos jacalitos," 
a little tower and some small jacales ( 1727:38). After the mission was mm·ed to its third site in 1724, 
the mission building on the second site became the Chapel of Santa Cruz. and was mentioned in reports 
through 1762. After that year, it disappears from the records. 

The Chapel of Santa Cruz was not described in 17~5. but in 1756 Fr. Ortiz stated that: 

Se ha fabricado 1111a Capi/Ja a distancia de mas de 1111a q11adra de la Mission, sitio en quc estaba 
la Misio11 e11 t.po def Ve P.e ,\<fargil, de onc,e varas de largo, y quatro de a11clzo de piedra en que 
se Ji.a colocado 1111a Samissima Cmz de piedra .... 

They have built a Chapel at a distance of more than a block from the mission. on the site 
where the Mission was established in the time of the Venerable Padre MargiL of eleven varas 
in length, and four in v.idth, of stone, in which is located a most sacred cross of stone .... 
(Ortiz 1955, vol. 3: 13) 

Fr. Dolores y Viana described the Chapel in 1759: 

A distancia de quatro quadras regulares, esra 1111a Capilla de 011:e I- aras de largo, con su chorito 
Tie11e tambie11 d.ha Capilla mrias pie::as, e i11stn1111e11ros, para carpi11teria, y albQ/iileria ... 
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At a distance of four average blocks. is a chapel of eleven varas in length, 'With its small choir 
loft . . . The said Chapel also has various rooms, and the tools for carpentry and the stone 
mason ... (Dolores y Viana 1759:1499) 

In 1762 Fr. Dolores y Viana mentioned the chapel for the last time. The 
description was about the same as those previous, except that he remarks that 
the chapel is "vien labrada de piedra," well made of stone. 

The Chapel of Santa Cruz is not mentioned in the 1772 inventory, or in any 
later reports. It can only be assumed that the site was abandoned and later 
granted to private landowners. 

The Third Site: 

In 1724 Valero was moved from its second to its third site, where it is today. 
The reason for the move is given by Sevillano de Paredes: 

"vino 1111 f11rioso 11raca11, y derribo todos los Xacales con notable destroso de lo que habia. Por 
esto se mudo la Mision a citio mas acomodado que es donde aora se ha/la." 

"there came a furious hurricane, and knocked down all the jacals with notable destruction of 
that which they bad. Because of this the mission was moved to a more accommodating site 
where it is now." (Sevillano de Paredes 1727:38) 

From the description, it can be assumed that the "uracan" was a tornado. This event was significant not 
only because of the resulting move of the sites of the mission, but also because among the mission 
property destroyed were the original copies of the grant of San Antonio de Valero's land, including the 
property which became its ranchland. In 1731 Fr. Gabriel de Vergara requested the re granting of 
mission land to Valero: 

''por a1·erse perdido d.ho i11scn1111e11to en accidemes q.e haparecido la Mission cadie11dose los 
jacales a la viole11cia de 1111os fuenes Vraca11es." 

"because of ha\ing lost the said instruments in an unexpected accident which knocked dov.n the 
jacales of the mission in the violence of a powerful hurricane." (Vergara 1731:3562-3563) 

According to the statement by Fr. Vergara, there were no other copies of the grant. 

In the three years from the destruction of the second site and the move to the present site in 1724, 
reported Fr. Se'villano de Paredes, the missionaries had completed three cells of the convento and were 
building a fourth cell and a workroom complex, all of stone and adobe. The jacales where the Indians 
lived were finished, and the acequia had been completed four years earlier, in 1723. A jacal was in use 
as the church, and others formed the temporary residences of the missionaries. Stone had been 
gathered for the construction of the permanent church, but no work would begin until a stonemason was 
made available to the mission (Sevillano de Paredes 1727: 38-40). 

The four cells and 1rranarv mentioned bv Fr. Sevillano de Paredes formed the core structures of the 
convento of San An~onio de Valero, and .were probably the ground floor rooms on the west side of the 
convento. These rooms still stand today, and are knmrn as the "Long Barracks." The original portions 
o( these rooms are probably the oldest standing structures in San Antonio. 
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The location of the jacales for the Indians is not known, but were probably in the northern end of 
present Alamo Plaza where the later permanent Indian quarters were begun. 

Valero in 1745 

In 1745, 21 years after the establishment of Valero on its present site, Fr. Francisco Ortiz made the next 
available report on the structures of the mission. The foundations of the permanent church were 
finished, and were of stone and lime mortar. In the meantime another building \•.:a~ in use as the 
church. It had a choir loft and a sacristy. In addition to the four cells compltsted by 1727, the convento 
had three rooms on the second floor, probably also on the west side. Adjoining the convento building 
was the workroom complex mentioned by Fr. Sevillano de Paredes. It consisted of a weaving workshop, 
a granary, and several other rooms used for storerooms. A blacksmith shop, carpenter's shop, and 
stonemason's shop had been finished. The pueblo for the Indians formed two streets, divided by an 
acequia. Some were still of jacal with thatched roofs, while others were of adobe (Ortiz 
1745:1266-1268). 

The Report of 1756 

Fr. Ortiz's second report, made in 1756, indicates that things had not gone well in the construction of 
the permanent church. While construction was still in progress it fell "por ha\"er salido poco segura. " 
as a result of instability. Provisions were being made for its rapid replacement. Meanwhile. the old 
church described in 1745 continued in use. The convento now had. four cells on the second floor. and 
on the first floor had various storerooms and a guestroom. A door to the choir loft of the temporary 
church opened from a landing of the stairs of th; convento. The weaving workshop and the blacksmith 
shop were mentioned in passing. 

The Indian pueblo consisted of ten houses of jacal and twenty houses of adobe. The adobe houses had 
porches with stone arches, and with the church formed a spacious street (Ortiz 1955:7-21 ). 

The Report of 1759 

The 1759 report, by Fr. Dolores y Viana. supplied the next look at Valero. The permanent church, 
begun again since te collapse of the first attempt at its construction sometime between 1745 and 1756, 
had reached about half its final height and was intended, to be \"aulted and very spacious. Sening as 
the church, said Fr. Dolores y Viana, was "la misma pieza ... en las antecedentes Visitas;· the same room 
as in the previous \oisits (Dolores y Viana 1759:1495). 

The convento had neither been added to nor reduced, Fr. Dolores y Viana stated. It consisted of 16 
rooms which served as cells and storerooms. They formed two patios. The principal patio had 
corredores on the first and second floors, while the second was formed by the weaving workshop, the 
stables, and other storerooms of lesser importance. 

The workshops were briefly described. The blacksmith shop was of adobe. while the carpenter's shop 
was still of jacal. In addition to these shops there was a jacal containing a sugar cane mill, and the 
necessary kettles and equipment for boiling the juice and molding sugar cones. 

The Indian pueblo formed a large plaza. On "varios lienzos," several sides, of the plaza were stone 
houses ~ith porches. This statement may indicate the existance of walls enclosing the plaza by 1759, in 
which case they were built between 1756 and 1759 (Dolores y Viana 1759:1494-1501). 
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Valero in 1762 

Fr. Dolores y Viana returned to Valero in 1762, and gave us the next description of the appearance 
of the mission. The permanent church still stood to only half its height, and the temporary church 
apparently continued in use. It was described as being about 97 feet long with a choir loft and a second 
room serving as a sacristy, and Fr. Dolores y Viana remarked that it was built with the original •ntent 
of being a granary. This temporary church apparently extended south from the southwest corner of the 
convento, since it communicated with the convento by a doorway from the stairs of the convento to the 
choir loft. All available evidence indicates that these stairs were in the south end of the western 
corredor. 

The convento was about 139 feet square, exterior measurement, and had an arcaded cloister on the first 
and second floors. In the convento were cells, a porteria, a refectory, a kitchen, and storerooms. In the 
second patio adjoining the convento was the weaving workshop, and adjacent to this were two other 
rooms in which were stored cotton, wool, and weaving equipment. A granary was somewhere in the 
area, but its size and location are not given. This was probably the same granary mentioned in the 
second patio in several previous reports. 

The Indian pueblo consisted of seven rows of stone houses, each with doors, windows, and an arcaded 
porch. They formed a wide plaza enclosed with walls for the protection of the mission. Through the 
plaza flowed an acequia, and elsewhere in it, possibly in the convento, was a well to ensure that the 
mission had water in time of seige. The plaza was planted with trees, some of them fruit-trees. Above 
the main gate of the pueblo was a tower with embrasures and three cannon (Dolores y Viana 
1961:248-252). 

The Inventory of 1772 

As with the other missions, the inventory of 1772 gives us our first detailed look at Valero. A number 
of changes had occurred. The permanent church had been completed to the point where the ribs of the 
vaults were being built, and the vaulting itself had been completed over the sanctuary. The sacristy of 
the new church was complete, and was in use as the church. An adjoining room, apparently one of the 
rooms of the south row of convento rooms, was being used as the sacristy. The old temporary church, 
in use since at least 1745, had been torn down and the doorway to the stairs of the convento closed. 
A major reason for the removal of the temporary church was that it apparently stood across the area 
directly in front of the new church, separating it from the pueblo. The towers of the new church stood 
to about the height of the church walls, and the facade was completed to the height of the wall. 

The convento was built around a patio containing a well. The first floor level of the patio was encircled 
by an arcaded cloister. The cloister had a roof on three sides of the patio, but the east side had yet to 
be roofed. On the west and south sides were the upper cloister; no second story cloister had yet been 
built on the north and east sides of the patio. On the west side of the patio was the porteria, with a 
room on either side of it of the same size. One was a workshop and the other was a storeroom. Above 
these on the second floor were three other rooms of the s ame size. Two of these were cells for the 
missionaries, and the third was a guestroom. The guestroom was almost uninhabitable because part of 
the roof was falling in and was propped up. The cell next to the guestroom had a wooden partition 
subdi•iding the room into an alcove for sleeping and a study area and refectory. The second cell was 
also di•ided into two sections, one for sleeping and the other an office. In the bedroom section was a 
hatchway leading down into the storeroom next to the porteria. Somewhere in this complex was the 
kitchen, with its cooking equipment listed. The workshop on the other side of the porteria was not 
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described, nor were any of the first or second story rooms on the south side of the convento. In facL 
the actual number and location of any other rooms in the convento is not indicated. 

The second patio contained the weiaving workshop, a wool and couon prepation room, a wool storage 
room, and another storeroom for odds and ends most of which were unusable. In the same area was 
the granary. Next to the granary the bells of the mission were mounted on a wooden framework. Also 
apparently in the second patio area was the blacksmith shop. 

The pueblo was made up of five rows of houses, each of which contained three houses. Each house was 
about 22 feet long, and had its door to the east and a \vindow co the west, and had an arcaded porch 
or corredor of stone, apparently on the ease side so chat the doors opened onto the porches. In addition 
co these fifteen houses in five blocks there were cwo other houses separate from them. These two 
houses had no porches. It would appear from the description that the five blocks of houses formed the 
western side of the plaza, and were a single line connected ·with sections of single wall. The other two 
houses may have been on the east side of the plaza north of the convento; or outside the enclosing wall. 
This picture of the pueblo is supported by later historical documents and recent archeology. No 
description of the fortified main entrance is given in the inventory. In general, the Valero in\'encory is 
the least detailed of those carried out in 1772 (Saenz de Gumiel 1977:7-40). 

Valero in 1786 

Fr. Francisco Lopez described chis mission in 1786. The church was in the same condition as in 1772, 
and the sacristy continued co serve as a temporary church. A room of the convento next to the sacristy 
was in use as a sacristy. The granary was of stone and adjoined the convento, which was not described 
in any detail. The pueblo consisted of fifteen or sixteen houses built against the enclosing wall. 

Valero at the Time of Secularization in 1793 

Fr. Francisco Lopez carried out the final description of Valero when it was completely secularized in 
1793. The work on the permanent church had not progressed. and it was still in the condition described 
in 1772. The convento was described in some detail by Fr. Lopez. In the main patio, the wesc side 
ground floor contained four rooms and a small room in the landing of the stairs, while the south side 
had four rooms in addition to the room in use as the sacristy, adjac;nt to the sacristy being used as the 
church. On the second story, the west side had three rooms, apparently over the southern three rooms 
of the first floor. The south side does not appear co have any second story rooms. The wesc side had 
a gallery or cloister at both levels, while the south side has a gallery at the first floor level in front of 
the south side roonlS, and apparently only a gallery at the second floor level, above the first floor rooms. 
On the north side were five rooms, the westernmost of which was the kitchen with a chimney. East--of 
this were four other rooms with no specified use. There were no second floor structures on this side. 
In front of this side was a gallery of four arches, of which only one section had a roof. On the east side 
was only an unfinished gallery, with no roof, floor, or plastering. 

In the second patio to the north was the granary, extending north from the convento. It had no roof 
in 1793. A jacal granary had been built in front of the entrance co the convento to be used until the 
stone granary was roofed. Nex't to the stone granary was another room with a flagstone floor. A 
bulwark or cannon position with a one-pound brass cannon also stood in front of the door into the 
convento. 

The pueblo walls stood to a height of over eight feet, and were about two feet thick. On the west side, 
the north half of the wall was in~ good conditi~n, but the south half was in ruins. A large gateway stood • 



330 Appendix II 

in the south wall. The Indian quarters were along the west wall. Only 12 were usable. and an unstated 
number were in ruins (Lopez 1793:5435-5449). 

Valero After Secularization 

The Compania Volante de San Carlos de Parras arrived in San Antonio on December 29, 1802, and was 
assigned to construct barracks in the ruined houses of San Antonio de Valero by the Governor of Texas, 
Nemesio Salcedo (Nemesio Salcedo, Bexar Archives, roll 30. frames 947-949). In August, 1803. Vicente 
Amador, the Alcalde of Mission Valero, turned over all keys to the rooms of the mission to Captain 
Francisco Amangual, the commander of the Compania Volante (Amador to Amangual, August 6, 1803, 
Bexar Archives, roll 31, frame 473). The available records indicate that the personnel of the Compania 
Volante kept the sun-iving buildings of Mission Valero in use and reasonable repair for most of the next 
25 years. The Indian quarters became barracks, and a military hospital, the first hospital in San 
Antonio, was established in the convento in October, 1805 (Medicine in San Antonio: 16). In 1809 the 
convento was completely refurbished for the hospital. Most of the roofs and walls were repaired 
(Mariano Varela, Bexar Archives, roll 41, frames 206-207). During the same period the small south gate 
structure of the mission had several rooms added, and became the guard-room complex later known as 
the "Low Barracks:· Part of this construction may be recorded in a bill for work done in 1808 by 
Francisco Amanguai, the commander of the Compania Volante (Amangual, Bexar Archives, roll 37, 
frame 660, Feb. 10, 1808). 

Not all the Indian quarters became military barracks. In 1785, seven years before the mission was 
secularized, Fr. Francisco Lopez granted the southwestern corner room of the pueblo and a tract of land 
and house outside the wall at the southwest corner (Lopez to Charli, May 25, 1785. BCDR Vol. Gl:l). 
So far as is known, this is the earliest granting of mission buildings to a private owner in the San 
Antonio missions. Charli's descendants continued to live in the two buildings throughout the period of 
occupation of the mission by the Compania Volante. 

In the 1820s it was decided to move the Compania Volante out of the old mission. and to sell off the 
Indian quarters. 



Appendix III : Sites of Mission San Jose 

The problem of determining San Jose's first location is a difficult one. The original site on the east 
bank of the San Antonio river cannot be located by documentary e\idence alone. Few of the a\·ailable 
documents contain any spatial information al all, and what little there is, is suspect. 

"That the first site of Mission San Jos@. was on the east bank of the San Antonio River ... is clearly 
stated in the Cronica which Fr. Espinosa completed in 1744 and had printed in 1746-1747," writes Fr. 
Marion Habig (1968a:85). Espinosa says: 

... po11ie11do una mission, por pane de su Colegio de Zacatecas, con el titulo de selior San Jose 

... y se ha mantenido hasta hoy, con sofa diferencia de /Jaber nmdado de sitio de una banda 
a otra por el rio abajo, donde tiene su iglesia de te"ado y vivienda para los re!igiosos, y saca de 
agua para regar las sementeras . 

. . . they placed a mission on behalf of the College of Zacatecas with the title of Senor San 
Jose ... and it bas been maintained up to the present, with the difference only of having 
moved the site from one bank to the other on the lower river, where it has a flat-roofed church. 
a dwelling for the missionaries, and an irrigation ditch to water the planted fields. (1964:758) 

Some information about the location of the first site of San Jose is a\'ailable in the foundation document 
itself. Lieutenant-General Juan V aides. the Captain-General (military commander) of Texas. states that 
on February 23, 1720, the missionaries were waiting for him at a jacal built near the proposed location 
of the dam for the San Jose acequia (Valdes 1720 in Leutenegger and Habig 1978:27-42). From this 
point, Valdes and the other founding officials followed the general alignment of the proposed acequia 
down the river valley for 3/4 league, or about 2 miles, where they came to a level, spacious elevated 
area. They agreed on this as the best location for the new mission. Valdes and all others present 
decided that the site was a little more than 3 leagues. or about 8 miles, from Mission San Antonio de 
Valero's location in 1720. Valero was on its second site from 1719 to 1724. This site has not been 
found, but was within 1/4 league (3,500 feet) of its present location (probably to the south) and on the 
east side of the river. That the distance was measured from Valero indicates that the site for San Jose 
was also on the east side of the river. 

Following the general lines of the river. a distance of 3 leagues south from the present location of 
Valero takes us approximately to Mission San Juan. The present site of San Jose is closer to Valero. 
being between 4 and 5 1/2 miles, (about 1 1/2 to 2 leagues) do\\-nstream, depending on how precisely 
the line of the river is followed. If Valdcs's estimate of the distance to the first site of San Jose is 
correct, then it was located near San Juan, not Concepcion. If it was incorrect, then the site was 
probably closer to Valero, since the irrigable flood plain of the San Antonio River ends at the south 
edge of the labores of San Juan. 

One other reference to San Jose's original site is available. This is the map of the immediate area 
around the presidia drawn by the Marquis de Aguayo. He prepared the map as part of his letter to the 
Viceroy de Casafuerte about September, 1730, when he argued for the placing of a colony of Canary 
Islanders near Presidio San Antonio, on the east side of the river between San Antonio de Valero and 
San Jose (Castaneda, 1936:280-81). The map shows the San Antonio area as Aguayo remembered it 
from bis visit to the mission in April, 1721. Based on the map, it would appear that as of early 1721 
San Jose was still located on the east bank, opposite the point where San Pedro Creek flowed into the 
San Antonio River. 
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Examination of the foundation documents for the Queretaran missions in 1731 reveals that the first 
estimates of distances from the Presido de Bexar or from San Antonio de Valero were excessive. It is 
reasonable to assume, then. that the first site of San Jose was closer to Valero than estimated by 
Valdes. Espinosa's statement quoted above does not actually say that the site was moved dO'wnstream, 
but only that it was on the river below the presidia, and that it was moved from one side to the other. 
The available evidence, discussed above, indicates that the move was from east to west. 

A possible location for the first site was found during recent archeological investigations. Work at 
Mission Concepcion in 1981 turned up a section of trash-filled acequia near the western edge of the 
mission compound. which according to the artifact content was abandoned very early, possibly as early 
as the 1720s. The content also implied that the settlement for which the acequia was built was nearby. 
This acequia may be the system built for Concepcion beginning in 1731 and changed in the 1750s, or 
it could have been part of the irrigation system for Mission San Jose on its original site, or for Mission 
San Xavier de Najera, established on the site of Concepcion in March, 1722. All available historical 
evidence argues that no acequia or structures were ever built for Najera. 

During the archeological surveys carried out as part of the establishment of Mission Parkway and as part 
of an examination of anomalies seen on aerial photographs by the National Park Service, an area has 
been identified just outside the north wall of Mission San Juan that has early ceramics in the Spanish 
Colonial trash dumps. No further investigations have been made, but the presence of these ceramics 
makes it possible that there was a site from the 1720s located at the north side of San Juan. 

Until evidence to the contrary is found, it can be assumed that the original site of Mission San Jose was 
either in the immediate area of Mission CQn~pcion, probably just west of Mission Road in front of 
Concepci6n's church, or that it was at or near the north edge of Mission San Juan. 

The author prefers the Concepcion location of the first site. The principal reasons for this preference 
are: 1) the site of Concepcion corresponds to the site of San Jose as shown on the Aguayo map; and 
2 ) the same site was later selected for San Francisco de Najera, and after its abandonment, for 
Concepcion. The site of Concepcion is obviously the first good site on the east bank of the river south 
of Valero. Therefore, if someone set out to establish a mission on the east bank of the San Antonio 
River south of Valero, the first site they would have looked at seriously was that of Concepcion. A full 
3 leagues downriver would place the new mission an unreasonable distance from the Presidio of San 
Antonio. making the Captain-General"s job of protecting the missions difficult. 

However, the Concepcion site had a serious problem for the founders of San Jose. The Indians that 
were to occupy the new mission were enemies of the Indians living in Valero. For this reason. the 
Franciscans of Valero petitioned Juan Valdes. the Captain-General of Texas, that when San Jose was 
established it would be at least 3 leagues from Valero, as required by the laws of the Indies, so as to 
prevent possible conflicts between the two groups (Leutenneger and Habig, 1978:20-26). On the same 
day he received this petition, Valdes assembled a group of experts and representatives from Valero and 
from the proposed new mission of San Jose and set out to select a site for it. Fray Antonio de San 
Buenaventura y Olivares, the founder and chief missionary of San Antonio de Valero and the author 
of the petition for the full legal spacing between the two missions, was to have accompanied the group 
as the representative for Valero, but for unknown reasons sent his assistant, Fray Joseph Guerra, 
instead. In other words, Fray Olivares wanted to be sure that a full 8 miles of river bank stood between 
the two missions, but he was not present for the actual selection of the site. 

The author suspects that the site of Concepcion was selected. even though it was only half the distance 
required by law. When Fray Olivares heard of the choice, or when he rode do\\11 the river bank to see 
it ·for himself, he realized that it was much too close. in violation of the laws he had invoked. He 
protested to the Captain-General, and after due consideration the site was moved south across the river 
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to the present location. Here, even though the linear distance was still only about 2 leagues, the river 
separated the two missions. The later history of mission founding on the river indicates that in practice 
the laws governing the distance between missions applied only to missions on the same side of the river. 
Apparently everyone considered the new location to be acceptable: Valero thought it separate enough 
for their peace of mind, the Captain-General considered it close enough to the presidia to be easily 
defended, and the Franciscans of San Jose saw that it had at least as many good qualities as the site 
just across the river. Since they had agreed with the Queretaran missionaries oi Valero that the 
Ouerfaarans would move north from San Antonio in their endeavors, and the Zacatecans south, they 
were obviously in a better location logistically, too. The missionaries of San Jose immediately began 
construction on temporary buildings and the acequia for the fields. 

The site was moved from the east to the west bank within 3 years of the founding on February 23, 1720. 
If the first location of San Jose was at Concepcion, as logic and the available hints in the records 
suggests, then the move had to occur between April, 1721, when Aguayo visited the mission at the 
location he remembered and recorded on his map in 1730, and March, 1722, when the same site was 
selected for Najera. Even if the site was near San Juan, the move had occurred by 17'27, when the 
engineer Pedro de Rivera observed it on the west bank (Leutenegger and Habig, 1978:47-48). The actual 
situation, involving some slight friction between the cwo missions of Valero and San Jose, probably 
made the change occur soon after the \·isit of Aguayo in April, 1721. In fact, the problem with the 
location and conflict between Valero and San Jose may have been brought to Aguayo during this visit, 
and he may have made the decision to move the mission. Certainly it could not have been much later, 
because the acequia had been completed by June of 1714 (Habig, 1968:86). 

On March 12, 1722, the old site of San Jost-was selected for Mission San Francisco Xavier de Najera, 
possibly because the temporary buildings of San Jose still stood there. In the founding documents for 
this mission, the site was stated to be 1 league, or 2.6 miles, south of the second site of Valero, which 
places it on or near the present site of Concepcion (Castaneda 1936:161). In this instance, the 
estimated distance from Valero to the site can be shown to have been roughly correct: nine years later 
in 1731, when Concepcion received title to this land, the deed stated explicitly that the site granted had 
belonged to the Mission of Najera, but was now abandoned. Unfortunately, the Najera founding 
documents made no mention of any previous ownership of the site by San Jose (Castaneda. 1936:161). 
Najera was allowed to be placed so close to Valero because the Indians of the two missions were 
friendly. In fact, at first the Indians of Najera were to be placed in Valero, but the Franciscans decided 
that they were too numerous and needed their own mission. Eventually the effort to establi;,h Najera 
was abandoned and the few remaining Indians still interested finally did move to Valero. 

There are no founding documents for San Jose on its second site. It is possible that the original 
document was accepted as the legal deed to the second site as well, since there is nothing in it that 
explicitly rules out one site or the other. The description of the new mission as it was laid out is 
probably also equally correct for both sites, even to the sizes of the blocks around the plaza. Certainly 
the structural history of the present site of San Jose indicates chat it must have been planned with the 
same general sizes and approach. 

The outline of the mission plaza and the location of the various religious and secular buildings of the 
mission were marked out on the two sites. The Indian quarters were apparently arranged in blocks -with 
fronts of about 333 feet along streets around the plaza, as was the practice at the time (Leutenegger and 
Habig 1978:35). 

According to V aldes's statements, the first site of the proposed dam for the irrigation system was two 
miles north of the site chosen for the mission. If the original site were located at Concepcion, this 
would place the dam approaimately where Concepci6n's dam was located later. This implies that the 
Concepcion acequia system may have once been the acequia for San Jose's first site (ibid ). 
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The Second Site: 

The site San Jose occupied on the west bank was probably the present one. There is insufficient 
evidence to accept the possibility of a site intermediate between the original location on the east bank 
and the present location on the west. Only two references support the hypothesis of an intermediate 
site. In 1750. Fr. Francisco Vallejo said that San Jose had been placed "en varias situasiones" 
(Leutenegger and Habig 1978:105), a phrase which means approximately "in several localities." Within 
the context of the document it is reasonable to assume that Vallejo was not referring to the number of 
previous sites San Jose had occupied--only that it had moved. The second reference used to support 
the intermediate site hypothesis was a series of statements made by Father Alto Hoermann, the head 
of the Benedictine attempt to renovate San Jose in the 1860s for use as a monastery. In his novel, 17ie 
Daughter of Tehuan, published in German in 1866 and in English translation in 1932, Hoermann states: 

The original site of Mission San Jose was in the lowlands about half a mile from the present 
location; on one side covered by the low ridge in which the prairie terminates, on the other 
surrounded by the high pecan trees which grow on the river banks. It was built of adobe and 
the spot is still marked by a pile of debris. The new buildings were erected on the high prairie. 
The lowland--not more than twenty-five feet lower--was found to be unhealthy. (Hoermann 
1932:27) 

This passage can be taken as no more than a recitation of local tradition. The context indicates that 
Hoermann considered the pre"ious site of the mission to have been on the west side of the river on a 
lower terrace than the present site. This is described as the "original" site, apparently in error. In other 
words. Hoermann knew that the mission had been moved. but knew of only one, not two, previous sites. 
It is possible that his information was correct, and San Jose had an intermediate site on the west bank 
between ca. 1722 and 1739, but it is equally possible that he misunderstood the references to a previous 
site and its location. Certainly Hoermann' s statement that the lower site was "unhealthy" is correct: 
such a location would have been devastated almost annuallv bv the serious floods to which the San 
Antonio River was prone before it was channelized and dam~ed in the twentieth century. Because of 
their awareness of this tendency of rivers. Franciscans never placed a mission in their floodplains. In 
the absence of supporting e\idence. Hoermann's statements cannot justify an intermediate site between 
the original and the present ones. Therefore, we will assume that in ca. 1721 San Jose was established 
in its present location. 



Appendix IV: The San Jose Reconstruction of ca. 1770 

The 1755 and 1757 inventories show that by the time they were prepared, the main outlines of the 
present convento of San Jose already existed. Since the first stone church certainly adjoined the 
convento at some point, a portion of the first stone church must sur.ive as a portion of the convento 
wall. The most likely location for the church is at the west end of the convento where variations in wall 
thickness are difficult to explain unless they are the remnants of one wall of the first stone church. The 
point of attachment was apparently the southwest corner of the westernmost ground level room of the 
convento (room 1). North of that point, the west wall of room 1 is 2 feet 11 1/2 inches thick, forming 
a thinner panel in the east face of the present church building. This is the same thickness as the 
convento north wall in this area. South of this point the present east wall of the church is 3 feet 6 
inches thick, still somewhat thinner than the general thickness of the remainder of the church walls, 
which average 4 feet everywhere except the facade. At present, this increased thickness continues to 
the southeastern corner of the sacristy, where the wall again narrows to 2 feet 9 inches--close to the 
thickness of the remainder of the convento wall. 

Taking into account the known plan and dimensions of the church, the history of the other structures 
around the church and convento, and the presence of a filled doorway through the west wall of the 
"corredor" south of the present sacristy (which was apparently closed well before 1785), the simplest 
arrangement of the association of church and sacristv would be for the church to have faced south, and 
the east face of the east transept to have been against the convento. The filled doorway then would 
have opened into the original sacristy west of the convento and south of the transept; a portion of the 
sacristy wall would therefore survive as the section of com·emo wall 2 feet 9 inches thick extending south 
from the present sacristy doorway. 

The southwestern section of corredor would have served as the formal connection between the convento 
and the sacristy, a standard arrangement of mission complexes. A similar plan \Vas used at Mission San 
Antonio de Valero, although the corredor here was eventually converted to a two-story row of rooms .. 

The westernmost room of the second story was not there when the present church \\'as built. The east 
wall of the church shelves out 4 112 inches at the roof line of the ground floor room, indicating that only 
this lower room existed at the time of the demolition of the first stone church and the subsequent 
construction of the east wall of the present church at a thickness of 3 feet 6 inches. Also. the original 
south wall of this room along the corredor, later removed by the Benedictines, was of continuous fabric 
with the west end wall of the corredor (originally part of church 1), and the west wall of room # 1 on 
the ground floor. Remaining traces show that the second floor section was an abutting wall, with 
perhaps one or two bonding stones inserted. An abutting joint is ,·isible along the north edge of the scar 
of the second floor south wall of room #1, indicating that south of this point the wall of the first stone 
church stood to approximately the height of the top of the arcade wall. North of this abutting joint, the 
wall was added during construction of the present church. 

All of this indicates that the corredor and room #1 on the second floor did not exist at the same time 
as the first stone i;hurch, but was added as part of the construction of church 2. the present church. 
This is confirmed by the documemation, which strongly indicates that no second floor corredor existed 
prior to the construction of the present church. 

The second-level addition was made during the construction of the new church. The addition probably 
occurred in the early 1770s, when the walls of the church reached the height of the ground level walls. 
At this point room # 1 of the second level was bonded into the new addition to the old wall of the 
church above the old ground leYel convento room. The southern wall of this second level room (the 
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northern wall of the corredor of the second Je\·el) \vas butted against the remains of the old east wall 
remaining from the first stone church. -

This is a hypothetical sequence of events based onthe surviving structural traces visible in the convento. 
The remaining segments of wall tell us some details about the early construction of the buildings. The 
first church was of soft limestone with some yellow sandstone, while the convento was built largely of 
yellow sandstone. This can be seen by examining the remains of the original south wall of room #1 on 
the convento ground level, which was built of vellow sandstone. The west wall of the corredor and room 
#1, the sun.iving sections of church 1, are predominantly of limestone chunks. By comparison, the 
additions to the convento contained more limestone, and the second church more yellow sandstone: the 
area where the south wall of room #1 on the second level abutted the end wall of the church seems to 
be predominantly limestone, while the wall on either side contains a large amount of yellow sandstone. 

However, before any of the construction at the second level, a number of other construction events had 
to occur, preparing for the planned room layout of the rebuilt convento and the communications 
between it and the church. First, a portion of the old church wall was removed and the doorway to the 
planned tribune was built into this opening with brick. At the same time, another opening was cut 
through the old church wall and the new sacristy doorway built into it. The excess wall of the old 
church above the present sacristy was removed. and the new second level arcade built, where it still 
forms an odd little buttress at the point of intersection with the church. 

An examination of the walls, and of notes by Ernst Schuchard in 1935 concerning wall painting at the 
missions, indicate that the traces of painted plaster which sun.ive probably date from the ca. 1770 work 
(Schuchard 1935:25). Abutting joints and peculiar changes in the angles of walls at the east end of the 
convento indicate that the kitchen complex was also part of the 1770s additions, and that before this the 
convento ended at about the east wall of room 5. For example. the arch fronting the kitchen springs at 
its north end from a pedestal abutting the original pedestal of the east-west arch along the main 
corredor. A photo made by Sommenille in ca. 1915, when the o,·en built into the kitchen area was 
partly in ruins. shows that the front of the oven is built against an arch somewhat lower and narrower 
in span than the arches of the arcade wall of the convento. This arch would have di\ided the kitchen 
into two sections before the Benedictines built the vaulted brick oven into it. Its only purpose was 
apparently to support the flying buttress built onto the end of the arcade wall of the second story. The 
arch across the kitchen is built at right angles to the north-south walls of the kitchen. and at a slight 
angle to the arcade wall. This indicates that it and the second story flying buttress were later additions 
to the convento, perhaps added to ease the strain of the new, extended second story arcade added in 
the ca. 1770 reconstruction. 

The arch was probably one of the features of the kitchen that caused it to be described as a cocina doble 
(double kitchen) in 1823. The thin partition wall north of the arch is apparently on the location of the 
north wall of the kitchen in 1823, but since it cannot be seen, its date of construction cannot be 
estimated. Again, Benedictine changes in this area obscure much of the evidence. 

Morfi's description indicates that all new construction of the convento had been completed before his 
visit in 1778 (Morfi 1935a:227-28). This must have included the plastering and painting. Since the 
brick-lined doorway to the tribune must also have been built prior to the plastering and painting, and 
must have been built after construction began in 1768, a median date of about 1775 is reasonable for 
the decorative work. 

The evidence of the stairwell walls indicates the complete relocation of the two crosswalls enclosing the 
stairs. The line of the floor of the landing can be generally determined across the north wall of the 
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stairwell, and above it are traces of a decoratiYe dado of red paint. Abo\·e this, as usual. the walls were 
painted white. The east and west walls of the stairwell were removed by the Benedictines. and new 
walls built in different positions. This allows us to see that the old walls had been built abutting the 
north wall of the convento, v.ith bonding stones set into the north wall at intervals. An examination of 
the area of wall contact indicates that a smooth coat of mortar had been applied to the north wall 
before construction of the stairwell crosswalls, and the wall paint applied afterwards. Probably the 
kitchen and other rooms at the east end of the convento were built at this time, and several ground level 
doorways or windows through the north wall of the convento were filled. The two walls at the ends of 
the second story cell must have been left in place through this reconstruction, only to be removed by 
the Benedictines during their reconstruction in the mid-nineteenth century. Traces of the other early 
walls and the first stairway are obscured by later construction, but may survive in the ground . 

• 
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Appendix V: Documentary Sources 1720-1824 

The early documents can be divided into several major groups. The first group is the Queretaran 
reports. Before the administration of the missions was combined under the management of the College 
of Zacatecas in 1772, the Queretaran missions of Concepcion, San Juan, and E~pada were describ;d 
in a series of formal reports. Copies of the original manuscripts of many of these were acquired for this 
study, and the best available transcripts of the others. A similar series of formal reports prepared by 
Zacatecas is not available, but this lack is balanced by several inventories, which supply critical 
information about San Jose. 

After 1772, the pertinent records were all Zacatecan. Several inventories and one diary carry the 
documentation through 1800. In 1823 and 1824 a final set of formal inventories and appraisals was 
carried out, invohing both church and secular authorities. During the last years of the eighteenth 
century, deed records began to be recorded for mission properties, and rapidly gained in importance. 
After 1800 and the cessation of missionary control of the missions, deed records became the principal 
documentary source. 

Following are the major reports and documents of the eighteenth century in chronological order: 

Oueretaro 1745: Visita de las Missio11es lteclza de orde11 de H. M. P. Comm.o Gr.al Fr. Jua11 Fogueras, 
por el P. Fr. Fran.co Xavier Oniz, en el aiio de 17-+5. 

A microfilm print of a manuscript copy of this report is available in the Old Spanish Missions Historical 
Research Library, Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU), San Antonio, Texas, on microfilm roll 9, 
frames 1265-1285. This is a fairly detailed description of the three Queretaran missions on the San 
Antonio River, and missions San Juan Bautista del Rio Grande del Norte. San Bernardo. and Nuestra 
Senora de las Dolores de la Punta. A final assessment of the general condition and government of 
these missions was included by Ortiz, who wrote the final draft of the report on October 11, 1745. The 
copy was apparently prepared the same day by his secretary. Very little actual physical description of 
the buildings of the missions was included. 

Oueretaro 1756: Razon de la Viss.ta de las Missio11es de Sa11 .Vavier y de las de S.11 A11to11io de Valero 
e11 la Provi11cia y Govemacio11 de Texas. Maio de 1756. 

This report was also prepared by Fr. Francisco Ortiz. A manuscript copy is presently unav;iilable, but 
a three volume transcript edited by Vargas Rea was printed in Mexico in 1955 by Biblioteca de 
Historiadores Mexicanos. A copy of the published version of the report is available at the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas Library (ORTL) on the grounds of the Alamo in San Antonio. The missions 
described were San Francisco Xavier, Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria, and San Yldephonso on the San 
Xavier River (now the San Gabriel), and the San Antonio missions. Again, Ortiz included a long 
summary statement concerning the administration of the missions. He prepared the final draft of the 
report on June 15, 1756. The copy from which Vargas Rea made his transcript was apparently made 
the same day by Ortiz's secretary. 

Again, little structural information was included. It should be noted that pages 33-36 of Volume 1 of 
the transcript are misnumbered and bound out of order. 

Zacatecas 1755-1757: Ymbentario y a11111e11tos que lzizo en la .~fission de S.r S.11 J.plz, siendo en el/a 
i\l.11.tro, el R. P. ex Guardia11 Fr. Yldeplzo11so Mannolejo. 
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A typescript and translation of this document is in Leutenegger and Habig 1978, pages 107-128. A 
microfilm print of the original is in OSMHRL, roll 8, frames 5245-5258. There is some confusion about 
the two inventories included in the document. Leutenegger and Habig attribute the first inventory to 
Fr. Miguel Nunez de Haro. They consider it to have been drawn up in December, 1753, one year and 
ten months before the arrival of Fr. Marmolejo on October 4, 1755, to take over the mission after 
Haro's death. The second inventory is said to have been \\Titten by Marmolejo soon after that date. 
A careful reading of the headings of each inventory, however, shows that the first was prepared by Fr. 
Mariano de los Dolores y Viana between August and October of 1755. Dolores y Viana. the Father 
President of the Queretaran missions at the time, took charge of San Jose immediately after the death 
of Fr. Haro on August 18, 1755, and administered the mission until Fr. Marmolejo's arrival in October, 
and it was during this time that he made the inventory. In August 1757 Marmolejo carried out a 
supplemental inventory. During the interval a severe storm had damaged or destroyed a number of 
buildings at San Jose. Marmolejo repaired the damage, and the supplemental report may have been 
prompted by a desire to report the extent of these repairs. 

The two reports contain a fair amount of structural and spatial information, and are important for 
understanding the plan of San Jose before the major changes of the 1760s. 

Oueretaro 1759: Testimo11io de la Visita de las Missio11es de las Pro.as de Coal111ila y Texas 
perte11ecie11tes al Colegio de la S.ma Cniz; echa por el R. P. F1: Maria110 Fran.co de los Dolores y Viana, 
Com.o Visitador de codas el/as en el mes de Marzo de 1759. 

A microfilm print of a manuscript copy of t}l~original is in OSMHRL, roll 9, frames 1470-1505. The 
report includes descriptions of only the San Antonio missions. The original manuscript was completed 
by Dolores y Viana on May 11, 1759, and the copy was made by his order on May 20. 

More structural information is available in this report than in the previous Queretaran documents, but 
still not enough to work out a plan of the buildings \\ithout other information. 

Oueretaro 1762: Relacion def Estado en que se ha/Ian codas y cada w1a de las Misio11es, e11 el a1io de 
1762, dirigido al M11i Revere11do Padre Guardia11 Fray Fra11cisco Xavier Ortiz. 

The original of this report is not presently available, but a transcript was printed in Documentos para 
la Historia Eclesiastica y Civil de la Provincia de Texas o Nuevas Philipinas, 1720-1779, volume 12 of 
the Co/eccion CJ1i111alistac de Libros y Documemos a cerca de la 1V11eva Esp01ia, published in 1961 by 
Jose Porrua Turanzas (Madrid). A copy of this volume is available at the DRTL, San Antonio, Texas. 
The report contains descriptions of only the San Antonio missions. It was assembled under Dolores y 
Viana ·s direction by the staffs of each mission, and a summary statement at the end of the report gave 
credit to all who contributed. The administration of the missions was assessed in this report, and the 
final draft was prepared on March 6, 1762. A manuscript copy made in 1792 is in the Archivo General 
de la Nacion, Mexico (Historia 28.7: folios 164-180). 

This report contains little more structural detail than the previous Dolores y Viana document. 

Zacatecas 1768: Report on Mission San Jose in the Diary of Fr. Gaspar Solis. 

A transcript and translation of the original Solis diary is included in Leutenegger and Habig 1978, pages 
138-155. This is a critical report for understanding Mission San Jose because it describes the beginning 
of construction of the present church, and is the first description of the new enclosed Indian quarters 
and defensive wall of the mission. The entries were written by Solis between March 19 and April 6, 
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1768. A number of innacurate or excessively free translations of this description have been published. 
The original Spanish published by Leutenegger and Habig helps to clarify the confusion caused by these 
earlier translations. 

Few dimensions are included in the description, but some spatial information is recorded. 

Oueretaro 1772: 

The inventories of 1772 are more complicated than the previous reports. The transfer of the Queretaran 
missions to Zacatecas was a major administrative change. The inventories are accompanied by orders 
for the transfer, directions on how to implement it, and justifications. One complete set of transfer 
documents, including the inventories, is on OSMHRL microfilm roll 10, frames 4025-4294. 

A complete second set of just the inventories can be found on OSMHRL roll 3, frames 3528-3600 for 
San Juan and Espada; roll 4, frames 5449-5524 for two different copies of the Valero inventory; and roll 
4, frames 5634-5663 and 5772-5808 for two different copies of the inventory of Concepcion. All these 
copies are originals in the sense that they all have original signatures. They are written by several 
different hands and have frequent differences in wording, punctuation and page layout. Occasionally, 
these differences are significant. The copies on rolls 3 and 4 tend to be in a less legible hand\\Titing, 
but the arrangement of the information on the page is easier to follow. Topic references, for example, 
are accompanied by paragraph breaks in the text, which make it much easier to associate descripti\'e 
text 'With specific rooms or areas 'Within rooms. 

Of greater interest is the differences between=eopies in the description of specific rooms. For example, 
in the oficina seg11nda at San Juan, the inventories in roll 10 and roll 3 differ in the counts of several 
items and the uses for which they were intended. A reference to a portal which had been the porteria, 
mentioned in the inventory of roll 10, is omitted in roll 3; and a remark about the similarity in size 
between the blacksmith shop and the Indian quarters is included in roll 3, but not in roll 10. 

All copies of the inventories, however, bear the original signatures of the Baron Juan ~1aria de 
Ripperda. Governor of the Pro,·ince of Texas: Fr. Pedro Ramirez. the Father President of the Zacatecan 
missions of Texas: and Fr. Juan Joseph Saenz de GumieL the Father President of the Oueretaran 
missions. and all bear the same dates. The Espada im·entory \vas signed on December 15; C oncepci6n 
on December 16: and San Juan on December 17, 1772. 

Tke inventories contain a great deal of spatial information in the form of room dimensions and remarks 
about the relationships between rooms. The best inventory for spatial information is the one for 
Espada. Occasionally, room dimensions are left out of the manuscripts, and the relationships between 
rooms are sometimes not made clear, or left out altogether. The worst offender is the San Juan 
inventory. Besides missing a number of dimensions, room locations are poorly defined, and the order 
in which they are inventoried frequently does not reflect their order in the building. Frequent references 
occur in all the inventories to the material from which walls, roofs. and storage lofts were made. The 
contents of rooms, including furnishings, rugs, and goods stored in the storerooms, are listed 
exhaustively. 

Zacatecas 1778: Diario y Den-otero and Viaje de Indios y Diario de/ N11evo Me>..ico, by Fr. Juan Agustin 
de Morfi. 

The Diario, a transcript taken from Fr. Morfi's original manuscript diary, was published in 1967 by 
Eugenio de! Hoyo and Malcolm D. McLean. This is apparently the same document referred to by 
Castaneda as the Diario de/ i·iaje a /a Provincia de Tejas con el Caballero de la Croix (\forfi 1935b:4-+). 
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The Viaje, edited and annoted in 1935 by Vito Alessio Robles, is a transcript of the Diario published 
soon after Morfi's \isit to the San Antonio missions on Januarv 9, 1778. It contains more detailed 
information about the missions than the Diario, but was still based on the same observations. Much of 
this material was also included in his Historia de Texas, along with information from other reports, much 
of which was no longer current in 1778. 

Copies of these two journals are in the Rare Books Collection of the Nettie Lee Benson Spanish 
American Library at the Barker Center, University of Texas, Austin. Valuable spatial information about 
most of the San Antonio missions is contained in the Viaje. 

Zacatecas ca. 1783: History of Texas, 1673-1779, by Fr. Juan Agustin de Morfi. 

In preparation at the time of his death in 1783, the History is based on Morfi's visit to Texas in 
1777-1778, and on documents collected during and after that visit. Although it is not used in this study, 
it is an important document. 

The History is readily available only in the translation published by Carlos Castaneda in 1935. 
Descriptions of the San Antonio missions are taken principally from the Viaje, but Morfi included 
material from other documents. For the Queretaran missions, his principal source was the 1762 report 
compiled by Fr. Dolores y Viana. Castaneda says "this report ... was used by Fr. Morfi in 
summarizing the work of the missions ... " (Morfi 1935b:ll2, n. 59). For San Jose, Morfi used the 
1768 diary prepared by Fr. Solis. Castaneda indicates that the Solis diary was also the source of the 
description of Mission Nuestra Senora del Rosario (lbid.:n.64). 

For many years, the History was regarded as the authoritative work on the appearance of the missions 
in ca. 1778. Even though it was published in the same year as the History, the Viaje had not been 
translated into English, and had a limited audience in this country. Because the Fr. Solis and 
Fr. Dolores y Viana descriptions were distinctly out of date by 1778, the use of the Historia alone 
produced serious distortions in the structural history of the missions. In the present study, Morfi's 
original descriptions in the Diario and Viaje are used to determine the appearance of the missions at 
the time of his visit in 1778. 

Zacatecas 1785: Ymbentario de lo que yo F. Josef Agustin Falcon Mariano recivi en esta Mission de S.r 
S.n Josef de la Provincia de Texas, de el P. P. F. Josef A/aria Salas. 

A typescript and translation of this inventory is in Leutenegger and Habig 1978, pages 214-245. A 
microfilm print of the original document is in OSMHRL, roll 8, frames 5261-5281. Leutenegger and 
Habig mistakenly attribute this inventory to Fr. Salas. The heading and final statement both indicate 
that Fr. Mariano, the Father President who followed Salas, prepared the inventory. The confusion arises 
from the fact that Salas witnessed the document. The inventory itself is not dated, but it is known that 
Mariano became Father President in late 1784 or early 1785, and that Salas left San Jose at the same 
time (Leutenegger and Habig 1973:119,146). 

The inventory contains a great deal of explicit information about the sizes and locations of buildings and 
rooms of the mission. In the convento, however, it lists only room contents, not dimensions; and the 
contents do not account for all the rooms. 

Zacatecas 1786: Razon e Ynfonne que el Padre Presidente de las Misiones de la Provincia de Texas, o 
N11evas Filipinas, remite al YU.ma S.or D. Fr. Rafael Jose Verger, de/ consejo de S. M. Obispo de! Nuevo 
Reyno de Leon. 
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This report, 'WTitten by Fr. Francisco Lopez, has been consistently dated ~fay 5, 1789 (see for example 
Leutenegger and Habig 1978:88), but the manuscript is clearly dated May 5, 1786. The original is not 
presently available. but a photostat of a manuscript copy is in the Barker Archives of the University of 
Texas at Austin. The manuscript copy was made on November 28, 1789 from an original in the Archivo 
de Secretaria Episcopal in Monterrey, Mexico, by Fr. Josef Sanchez de Luque. A portion of a second, 
undated version of this manuscript is reproduced in Leutenegger and Habig 1978. It is generally the 
same as the copy, but contains many significant differences in wording. Oddly enough, Leutenegger and 
Habig consider this manuscript fragment to date from 1786. It is possible that the manuscript was a 
preliminary draft of the final manuscript later housed in Monterrey, in which case both are 1786 reports. 
However, there is no evidence that a Lopez report of 1789 exists. 

The Lopez report is an appraisal of the value of each mission and its condition. Its spatial information 
is vital to an understanding of the later structural history of the missions. 

Zacatecas 1794: 

The inventories prepared for the partial secularization of the missions of San Antonio contain a number 
of details about the missions in 1794. The inventory for San Jose is especially important. Original 
manuscripts of the inventories for San Jose, Espada and San Juan are in Volume 50 of the Spanish 
Archives of the General Land Office ( GLOSA) of Texas. An original copy of the Concepcion inventory 
is in the Bexar County Archives in the Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio (BCAMR). Other 
original copies of the San Jose, San Juan, anB Espada inventories are in the Saltillo Archives. 
Photostats and microfilm copies are in the OLLU Library. The microfilm copied are in the OLLU 
Saltillo Archives microfilms, volumes 1-7, frames 1535-1580. The Saltillo copy of the San Jose 
inventory, used by most researchers from Carlos Castaneda to the present, is missing a page, which 
fortunately is present in the GLOSA copy. This page contains critical information about a building or 
buildings in the plaza of San Jose. 

1823-27: The Final Secularization Appraisals. 

These are perhaps the most important of the a\·ailable historical documents for determining the plans 
of the missions throughout their history. Without these details it would be very difficult to work out the 
locations of rooms described in earlier inventories at San Jose and San Juan. The appraisals are in two 
groups. The first is the Invencario general y panicufar de las Yglesias de las cuatro Misiones comiguas 
a la Ciudad de Bejar de la Provi11cia de Tejas by B. Francisco Maynes and Fr. Antonio Diaz de Leon. 
It includes a description of each church, sacristy, and a few additional buildings considered to be church 
property, and was compiled on February 29, 1824. A copy of the original was made on March 1, 1824; 
and a copy of the copy on September 22, 1826, and filed in the Zacatecas archives. A microfilm copy 
of this third generation document is in OSMHRL, roll 4, frames 5569-5981. 

The appraisals of the secular buildings were made separately. The appraisal of San Jose was carried 
out on December 18, 1823, and the only known copy is in GLOSA volume 50, pages 11-l--116 reverse. 
The appraisals of San Juan and Espada are in BCAMR. The San Juan appraisal is Mission Record 15, 
made on February 11, 1824. A follow-up appraisal is in Mission Record 27, and was conducted on July 
24. 1827. The first appraisal for Espada is Mission Record 64. made on February 12. 1824, and the 
follow-up is Mission Record 65, also dated July 24, 1827. No such appraisal is available for Concepcion. 
although a note in GLOSA volume 50 indicates that one was made, and that it was with the San Jose 
appraisal at one time. This document may eventually be relocated. ;-..'o 1827 reappraisal is on record 
for San Jose, but again, one may e\·entually be located. 

• 
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The Bexar County Archives Mission Records for each mission contain additional information about the 
sales of the lots and di'visions made at the time of the appraisals. Such details are not available in the 
principal documents listed above. Further structural information may be found in other deed records 
in the Bexar County Deed Records (BCDR), but these usually pertain to the period after secularization. 



Appendix VI: Important Ranching Documents 

1. Excerpt from "Agreement between the cabildo of San Fernando and Father President Fray Benito 
Fernandes de Santa Ana," August 14, 1745, GLO. Vol. 50, pp. 48-49rev.: 

" ... el sitio en que esta fundada la Villa reconosiendose siempre par tierras pertenecientes a 
esta d.ba Villa coma tamvien las que estan de! !ado de! Rio al ocidente y previniendolos siertos 
y ponderables ynconvinientes que puedan resultar de la union de la villa con d.ba mision siendo 
distansio competente la que media de la casa de Juan Banul, a la mision de S.n Ant.a 
quedamos obligados a no mersenar ni que se forme casa en la ta! distancia de ningun particular 
solo si algun santuario u otra casa alguna que no sea en perjuisio de d.ha mision de S.n Ant.a, 
y para que se eviten en adelante las controbersios y discordias que se puedan originar sobre 
las tierras en tiempo proporsionado todos juntas unanimes y conformes con el reconasimiento 
de la antelasion que tiene d.ha mision becharemos las medidas. Y siguiendo de la escaramuza 
[changed to: de la ojo de agua q. esta al] {interlined: oriente q. nase en la cafiada q. sale al 
llano de las Ci.bolas} rumba del Norte dividiremos por el ocsidente la tierras de la Villa y par 
el oriente las de la Pueblo de S.n Ant.a [etc.] ...... 

La escaramuza, "the skirmish," is a place name mentioned in the survey notes of San Fernando by 
Almazan. It was along the west boundary of the lands belonging to the \ilia, and was between the Llano 
de Leon and the Real de Nicolas de Hernandez, the last place being located at the northwest corner 
of the villa lands. This location of "la escaramuza" suggests that it was not the placename or landmark 
intended to be used in the agreement. When the mistake was noticed, the text was changed. The 
document quoted here is an original, with the signatures of the participants and several interlinear notes 
that further defined the physical landmarks of the agreement. These notes were added after the 
document was completed and signed. A copy of this agreement is in OSMHRL, OLLU, microfilm roll 
4:5214-5217, and a second copy in 2:2799-2800. These copies do not ha\·e the changes to the boundary 
description, indicating that they were made before the changes were added to the available original. 

2. The Concepcion Pasture. The original grant of land for Mission Concepcion by Alamzan said: " ... 
y par la parte del oeste, el Rio e ymmediata a el, par el mismo rumvo la Mission de San J.ph, de 
Aguayo: concediendosele assi mismo, que en tiempo de siemnas tengan salidas los ganados que tuviere 
dicha Mision, para la parte de poniente para pastarlos, por que nunca les sirva de perjuisio a las 
simenteras que se cultibaren en dicha Mission de Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion de Acuna que todo 
serviza en util estabilidad. y aumento de dicha Mission, no siniendo. o siguiendo de perjuicio a la de 
San Joseph, y demas vezinos ..... don Juan Perez de Almazan to Fray Gabriel de Vergara. ~farch 5, 
1731. p. 20rev., GLO Vol. 50. 

A few weeks later, Vergara described the tract: "Y par quanta la Mission de la Concepcion de Acuiia 
tiene impedida la salida de los ganados en tiempo de siembras par la parte de lebantes a cuio rumba 
tiene lo principal de sus tierras, y a\·er bastantes desocupadas par la parte de poniente: ... mande se 
estienda su posesion par este viento, de poniente para que las ganados maiores, y menores. en tiempo 
de siembras, puedan librem.te, salir a pastar, par aquella parte, seiialando las sitios nezesarios, para 
d.ho efectto, entre el paso de las Nogales [Nogalitos], y el paso del arroyo de la tierra termino de la 
miss. de S.n Joseph cogiendo el rumba derecho desde el Rio de S.n Antonio ( que media entre d.ha 
mision y las sitios que pido) de oriente a poniente la distanzia que cogieren d.hos sitios .. ;"see Vergara 
to Almazan, May 31, 1731. 3:3564, also 9:1304-1305. 

In 1765: ·· ... y las tierras que se seiialaron a la Mision de la Conzepcion que son dos sitios de ganado 
mayor; vea V.R. la distancia que ay de el Arroyo de la Piedra asta el Palo Quemado que son los 
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linderos de la Mision de la Espada y Villa de San Fernando y hallara V.R. sera un jiron [strip] de poco 
mas o menos de media legua con que en este jiron solo los dos sitios de la Mision de la Conzepci6n 
tienen de largo quatro leguas poco mas 6 menos; enterense aora a esta Mision las tierras necesarias 
para cria de los mucho ganados mayores y menores y cavallada aver si cojen el paraje de San Lucas 
enteramente .. ;" see Padre Ximenez to Lord Special Judge Don Francisco Antonio de Echavarri, 
September 20, 1765, GLO, Vol. 50, pp. 83-83rev. 

3. Add Salas document. 

4. Add Ascisclos Valverde statements. 

5. 1770 Lawsuit stuff? 
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6. Vergara's review of land laws pertaining to the establishment of mission lands. 

Escrito duplicado del P.e Vergara p.a las tierras y aguas 
de la Concep.n Espada, y S.n Ju.n Capistrano. 1731 

Aiio de 1731 Letra 0 
# 

Seiior Capitan del Presidio de S.n Antonio de Vejar 
y su Justicia Mayor en lo politico. D.n Ju.n Antonio Perez de Al 
mazan. 

Fr. Gabriel de Vergara de la Regular 
Observancia de N. P. S. Fran.co P.or A 
postolico ,,.ice prefecto de las Missiones y Presi 
dente de estas reducciones de! Rio de S.n Anto 
nio. en la Prov.a de texas y nuebas Philipi 
nas &. Ante Vm.d en nombre de Ios Yndios 
'.'leophytos, y catecumenos de las Missiones 
nuebam.te fundadas, conviene a seber: Ia Pu 
rissima Concepcion de Acuiia, S.n Ju.n Ca 
pistrano, San fran.co de la Espada; con los In 
dios asi mismo de la Mission de S.n Antonio 
de Valero, en la mejor forma q.e aiga lugar, 
y q.e al derecho de Ios Incolas de dhas quatro 
Missiones convenga, parezco, y di.go: 

Que por quanta por Decreto del Ex.mo S.r Virrey de esta nueba Espana 
Marques de Casa fuerte, las Missiones que a espensas de la R.l Hazienda sc 
fundaron en los texas, por motibos que \istos, y esrimados por justos en el supe 
rior Gobierno de! d.ho Ex.mo S.r se mandaron restablecer en el Rio de S.n Marcos 
en diez y nuebe de Octubre del afio pasado de setecientos y veinte nuebe cuio para 
ge aviendose experimentado ( despues de varias diligenzias executadas por el 
Sefior Gobernador de cl.ha Prov.a D.n Melchor de Mediavilla y Ascona, mi Per 
sona. y de otros Religiosos) para el efecto d.ho parage de S.n Marcos en lo moral 
imposible, causa que pre\ino nueba instancia, mediante mi consulta. y Ia q.c se forma 
por el R.do P.e Guardian q.e entonces era del Colegio App.co de propaganda fide 
de la S.ma Cruz de Queretaro en el superior gobierno, para que su Ex.mo man 
dase Ii.bran despacho a fin de situarse d.has Misiones. y restablecerse en Ios 
margenes de este Rio de S.n Ant.a parage q.e ofrecio las necessarias proviciones de 
tierras y aguas. que previenen las Leyes, y Reales Cedulas: asi como tambien ese 
encontrado gentilidad para la propagacion de Ia fe, y efecto de las fundaciones, 
motibos que expuestos ante su Ex.a y considerados no solo por su alta conprehen 
sion. sino con parecer de Acessor, fueron aprobados mandando librandos proba 
pace la funda.on de estas tres Missiones en cl.ho Rio de S.n Ant.a el que salio del 
officio de Gobierno en dos de Octubre de! afio pasado de setecientos y treinta. 
en cuia virtud se ha executado con felix efecto cl.ho restablesimiento sin gasto 
alguno de la R.l Hazienda, y solo a expensas de las Limosnas hechas a los 
Religiosos para lo personal de cada uno, aplicando lo estos a esta tan alta otra de 
la convercion de las Almas, fundando los Pueblos con no pocos trabajos. su deres 
y desbelos en obsequio de la Yglesia. y senicio del Rey N.ro Seiior que D.s g.d 
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y que en cumplimiento de la obligacion de mi officio y del cuidado que a mi cargo es 
ta cometido de todos los Indios de estas Missiones debo prevenir lo necessario a su 
buen estar: 

Appendix VI 

Por tanto: deseando mi buen Zelo, y en cumplimiento de mi obliga.n q.e cl.has Missiones 
nuebam.te restablesidas, asi como la de S.n Antonio de Valero tengan la debido fir 
naeza, y perpetua estabilidad en serbicio de ambas Magestades; En virtud de esta 
determinado por ley Real (A) gue los sitios en gue se han de formar Pueblos v Re 

(A) Nueb. recap. tomo. 2. 
lib. 6. Tit. 3. de los reduc. 
ley 8. fol. mihi 199 

ducciones tengan comodidad de aguas. 
tierras y Montes. entradas y salidas 
y labranzas. y egido de una legua 
de largo (por cada viento) donde los 
Indios puedan tener sus ganados sin 
gue se rebuelban con otros de 

Espaiioles; cuia ley es hechapor el S.r Phelipe Segundo en diez de Diziembre de mil quincentos y 
setenta 
y tres, y confirmada por el Senor Phelipe Tercero en Madrid a diez de Octubre 
del siglo siguiente de mil seiscientos y diez y ocho la que renob6 y recopilo el Seiior 
Carlos Segundo, y se puede ver en el tomo segundo citado de la nueba recopila.n; de la 
qual ley hecho cargo el S.r Phelipe quinto q.e D.s g.e en virtud de aver sido informado 
de que en esta nueba Espana los Governadores no cumplian con esta ley en las nuebas 
reducciones, con q.e se anichilaban los Pueblos fundados a costa de trabajos de los Mi 
sionarios, expedio con ardiente Zelo su Real Cedula fecha en Madrid a 15 
de Septiembre de 1713. en que manda se obserbe d.ha Ley luego q.e se formen 
los Pueblos asegurando, tomar severa resolu.n contra los transgresores, y expli 
cando con pondera.n de palabras el desagrado q.e le ocacion6 la inobservancia 
de esa R.l Ley: como todo consta de la citada Cedula q.e se hallara ori 
ginal en la Secretaria de Gobierno q.e esta acargo de D.n Joseph Gorraez 
cuio trasumpto seguarda en el Archivo de! arrriba mencionada Colegio. 

Y siendo esto lo q.e pertenece a estas nuebas reducciones. en conformi 
dad de lo en d.ha Ley y R.l Cedulo determinado: En nombre de las Justicias 
y Pueblos de d.has nuebas reducciones suplico y pido a Vm.d en debida forma 
mande seden a d.has reducciones las posessiones de lo q.e por esas Reales orde 
nanzas seles concede, para q.e teniendo rescriptos autenticos de esas posessiones 
tengan los Pueblos fundados la debida firmera. y seguro resguardo, para en 
adelante conserbar su derecho y propriedad. 

Yen atencion a q.e la Mission de San Antonio de Valero sin em 
bargo de ser anterior a esta~ nuebas arriba expresadas en la funda.on, se halla 
oy dia sin Instrumento juridico posesorio, de lo q.e por esa Ley, coma a nueba 
reduccion le pertenece, por averse perdido d.ho instrumento en accidentes 
q.e hapadecido la Mission cayendose los jacales a la violencia de unos fuertes 
Vracanes. 

Por tanto en nobre d.ho Pueblo y viva Conversion de S.n Antonio de Valero 
pido a Vm.d en toda forma debida, y por lo personal mio rendidam.te le suplico 
se sirba demandar se practique, y de hecho se execute con esa Mission lo mismo 
q.e con las tres nuebas arriba mencionadas, midiendoles las tierras dandoles las agu 
as q.e por Ley les son debidas con possession en la forma mencionada. e Ynstrumento 
autentico de esa posession, y propriedad para el mismo efecto q.e para los suso 
d.has nuebas Missiones llebo pedido. 
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Y en Inteligencia de q.e en la Cedula de! Seiior Phelipe V q.e D.s g.e su data en Ma 
drid en 20 de Jullio de 1709 se ordena. yen carga no solo a los ex.mos Seiiores Virreyes 
audiencias, Gobernadores, Justicias, y YU.mos Seiiores obispos y demas a quien per 
tenece, sino tambien a los Prelados de las Religiones desta nueba Espana, con tier 
nas quanta eficaces expressiones, que cuiden mui particularm.te de la manutenencia 
y augmento de las Missiones. que estubieren en sus territorios aplicando a ello todo 
su maior desbelo &.a Por tanto entendido de esto y haziendome cargo de mi obliga 
cion, que como a Prelado me incumbre, y fuera de otro respectos por el singular 
de este orden de su Mag.d q.e D.s g.e que es el mismo queen la ley primera de! tom. 
2. de la nueba recopilacion se prebiene, y ordena (B) en consideracion del perjuisio 

(B) Nueb. Recap. tom. 2. 
lib. 6. tit. 1. leg. 1. fol. 
mihi 188 

que puede parar a d.has quatro Missiones 
mezclandose sus ga nados con los de los 
Espafiole, 6 de otros; pido a Vm.d en 
toda forma, se sirba demandar se obserbe 
y guarde a la letra lo ordenado en la 
Ley Veinte de la nueba recopila.on 
citada proximamente sub litera.B. de 

las reduciones y pueblos de Indios; previniendo no se situen estancias 6 
ranchos de ganados maiores de Espaiioles, 6 de otros en distancia 
de tres leguas de las moxoneras de d.has Missiones respectibe; y que asi mismo de 
ganados menores, no se situen d.has estancias o ranchos en la distancia de legua y 
media de d.has mojoneras de las ya mencionadas Missiones respectibam.te; como todo 
se prebiene y ordena en la d.ha ley veinte por q.e no se siga perjuizio a las Mi 
ssiones y nuebas reducciones: En cuia ley se-"l>uede ver ser justicia lo q.e pido; a si 
como las penas que se prescriben contra los contravenientes a esa R.l determina.n: cuia 
circunstancia pido a Vm.d mande insertar en el Instrumento, q.e de posession res 
pectibe llebo pedido. 

Asi mismo: atento a q.e las dos Missiones de S.n Antonio y la Concepcion de acu 
iia se hallan contiguas. sus cituaciones en corto distancia una de otra en cumplimiento de! 
orden del Ex.mo S.r Virrey por el parecer del S.r Brigadier D.n Pedro de Ribera, 
como consta de! despacho librado de dos de Octubre de 730 arriba citado, cuio 
maduro pensamiento expuesto a su Ex.a fue approbado para obiar la hostilidad de la 
Nacion Apache. que estando d.has Missiones en distancia longa unas de otras ci 
tuadas, se prevenia. Por tanto pido a Vm.d en la debida forma, que en aquellas re 
ducciones q.e por la Immediacion a otras Poblaciones no puede assignarseles por los qu 
atro bientos, lo q.e se previene en la Ley, se les assigne y de por el \iento, 6 vientos que 
se hallaren libres; pues siendo lamente de su Mag.cl q.e D.s g.e que cada reduccion po 
ssea aquellas tierras y aguas q.e d.ha ley prescribe; a los ojos se viene q.e no siendo 
posible por todos vientos, o en lo moral, o en lo phisico, y aviendo lugar de suplir 
lo que por un \iento falta, por el otro, 6 otros que tenga libres, es lamente R.l seles supla 
por ese, 6 esos vientos. por que como enceiian los derechos (C) ex cap. intellig.a y los que cito, 
mas se ha de attender a lamente del Legislador, que a las palabras; de donde nacio 

(C) ex cap. intellig. 6. et 
cap. propt. 8. de verb. 
significat. L. nominis et 
rei. #. verbum. ff. de 
verb. significat. L. habeo. 
in fine. ff de suppll. legat. 

Aquel proloquio de los Juris consultos; 
quitantv Verba sectatur nihil habebit: 
qui autem posessor est mentis diligit animam 
suam, y el de otros Juris prudentes: 
Verba se habent ut materia. corpus et 
superficies: ratio vero et mens \t spiritus 
et anima. De donde siendo lamente de su 
Mag.d que D.s g.e el que esas nuebas 
reducciones tengan, y posean lo que por 

3~9 
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d.ha Ley se determina. y por su R.l Cedula 
se previene es visto ser sumente R.l el suplemento por otro, 6 otros \ientos en caso de no 
poderse aver por todos, y a por la continua.a e immedia.n, 6 y a por otro accidente 
por que lo contrario fuera que dar los Pueblos sin lo necessario a su 
permanencia, y estabilidad, cosa agena de quererlo lamente R.l. 

Y por quanto la Mission de la Concepcion de Acuna tiene impedida la salida de 
los Ganados en tiempo de siembras por la parte de lebantes a cuio rumbo tiene lo prin 
cipal de sus tierras, y aver bastantes desocupadas por la parte de poniente: por tan 
to pido y suplico a Vm.d en la forma que al derecho que a los Indios de esta Mission 
convenga mantle se estienda su posessioo por este viento de poniente para q.e los ga 
nados majores y menores en tiempo se siembras puedan librem.te salir a pastar por 
aquella parte seiialando los sitios necessarios para d.ho efecto entre el paso de los No 
gales (Nogalitos], y el paso del Arroyo de la Tierra termino de la Miss. de S.n Joseph 
cogiendo el rumba derecho desde el rio de S.n Antonio que media entre d.ba Miss.n y 
los sitios que pido de oriente a poniente la distancia q.e cogieren d.hos sitios. 

Otro si por quanta se pueden prevenir de las Sacas de agua q.e se hizieren del rio 
de S.n Antonio, o por Espaiioles, 6 por otros; litigios, sin sabores, 6 contiendas. por 
ser dable que inadvertidamente emprendan hazerlas con perjuizio de las sacas prin 
cipales y aguas communes de les cinco Missiones, que estan situadas en d.ho Rio, el qual 
como manifiesto es en tiempo de verano lleba escasam.te las cinco sequias necessarias p 
ara los cinco Pueblos. Por tanto pido a Vm.d mande librar auto proveido en 
debida forma para que ninguna persona de qualquier condicion que sea pueda 
hazer d.has sacas de las aguas de d.ho Rio con perjuizio notorio de d.has cinco Mi 
ssiones, q.e vivas conversiones por ser esto en anichilacion de esos Pueblos, que de or 
den R.l se han fundado a fuerza de gastos, y trabajos personales de los Religi 
osos. Cuio auto determinante siempre parecera justo: por que si para hazer nuebas 
reducciones de Indios es justo tomar a los Espaiioles sus tierras y aguas que en 
propriedad poseen y suplirselas en otra pane dandoles en recompensa otro tanto 
como se !es ha quitado, como se colige de la ley 14. que marginal cito (D) juste y debido 

(D) Tom. 2. Nub. recap. lib. 6 Tit. 
3. l. 14. fol. mihi 199 a la buelta 

es que se embarace hazer tales sacas 
de agua en parage, que pueda hazer 
perjuizio a alguna nueba funda.n la razon 
es: por que siendo necesario el que no 
se minoren las aguas para lo con sistencias 
de d.hos Pueblos, sin lo q.e es imposible mantenerse 

el solicitar esto y el mandarlo Vm.d es lo mismo que emprehender la produccion o funda.n pues 
en buena Philosophia no es otra cosa la conserba.n, que uno continuada produccion. Y el querer 
con esta pmvid.a del auto que pido, que embaraze tales perjudicales sacas obiando tal incon 
veniente; viene a querer hazer, y de hecho fundar d.has nuebas reducciones, segun aquella 
y a apuntada philosophica axionia: conserbatio est continuata productio: pues de 
otro modo y con tal perjuizio no es dable lo estable de las fundaciones que se emprehen 
de[n] en beneficiode las Almas y augmento de la R.l Corona en esas multiplicadas Pobla 
ciones. 

De donde siendo la razon q.e tiene la ley para mandar se puedan tomar 
tierras de Espaiioles para fundar nuebas reducciones de Indios el attender 
como primario cuidado en este nuebo Mundo a la propaga.n de la Religion 
Christiana; y siendo esta misma razon de la propaga.n la que ami me Muebe a es 
ta peticion, y la q.e a Vm.d debe estimular a la probision de! auto pedido: es clari 
ssimo ser justicia segun esa ley la expedicion de d.ho auto; pues es en derecho re 
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ssimo ser justicia segun esa ley la expedicion de d.ho auto: pues es en derecho re 
gla general q.e donde ai una misma rason debe militar la misma disposision (E), 

(E) A. titio. ff. de furtis 
leg. illud. ff. ad. L. st qui 
liani y de otro 

y siendo asi que lo q.e intenta Ia Ley 
para q.e se puedan tomar tierras 
de Espaiioles, p.a Nuebas fundaciones, 
es la importancia de la propagacion de 
la fe se sigue que siendo esta misma rason, 
la que muebe a embarazar ad.hos Espanoles 
tales sacas de aguas coma que embarazan esa 

propaga.n debe Vm.d segun d.ha Ley.14. expedir el auto pedido coma asi lo espero con 
todo lo demas q.e se contiene. 

A Vrr..ci pido y suplico mantle se provea todo coma lo llebo pedido, y que se me 
de tes•imonio de la peticion presentada para que conste a mi Prelado aver hecho 
lo que me ordena en [lo] q.e recivire merced con justicia y juro en de 
bida forma y en lo necesario &.a Mission de Ia Concepcion de Acuna y Mayo 31 
[de tllil setecientos v treinta v uno. . . . 

fray Gabriel de Vergara] 

351 
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7. Transcript of the Partition of Rancho Monte Galvan, 1755 [Old Spanish Missions Historical Research 
Library, Our Lady of the Lake University, Microfilm roll 4, frames 5245-5257] 

[5248: Cover page for document] 
Combanio hecho p.r las Mis.s de S.n Ant.o Concep.n 
y S.n J.n Cap.no sobre las entradas al monte de Gal­
van aprobado p.r el V .e Discretorio = 

1767.N.l. 
Aiio de 1767 Letra V. 

[5245] + 
In nomine Jesu Amen. 

Aviendose experimentado muchas, y aun graves desazones Sohre el Monte Ham.ado de Galvan, por ser 
refugio del Ganado delas tres Missiones de S.n Antoniode Valero; dela purissima Concepcion de 
Acuna, y de S.n Juan Capistrano: Deseosos los Ministros de ellas de tener paz, y maxi.mo sobre la 
expressada materia, no solo de presente, sino queriendo, quanto esta de nuestra parte, afianzarla para 
lo futuro: Hemos convenido de unanime consentimiento, en formar este compromisso en nombre delos 
tres ya mencionados Pueblos, y cediendo en nombre de ellos qualquiera accion, o derecho, en que, 
acaso, sean perjudicados; pues todo es de menos monta, que la paz, que debemos tener, y maxime, en 
los que somos de un mismo colegio; Para cuia consequcicion [sic] nos sugetamos, y a los Pueblos a 
nuestra administracion cometidos, a la puntual observancia delos puntos siquientes. = = 

Primero; Que las tres d.has Missiones celen, elque nadie, fuera de ellas, pise el d.ho monte; pues es sin 
disputa, que a ellas solas toca. 

Segundo: Que por ningun acontecimiento, ninguna delas tres sobred.has Missiones, ni sola, ni 
acompaiiada de otra, ni todas simul puedan entrar. ni entren por qualquiera delas entradas, que el d.ho 
monte ofrece, a correr, o carnear; Pues no es razon, que por una res, que quieran coger, espanten, o 
avi.enten todo un atajo, y este alosque vaia topando. 

Tercero: Que cada Miss.n delas tres. de por si, pueda aprovecharse de d.ho Monte, espiando, adonde 
sale el ganado de el, y de noche hecharle pie manso, y dandole cerco sin carreras, ni gritos llevarlo a 
su corral, de donde no saldra sin su hierro, loque ubiere cogido orejano, cuidando igualm.te lo herrado 
ageno, hastaque su Dueiio lo aparte alas herraderos, losque no se haran (aiga, o no aiga ageno en el 
ganado) sin dar primero a'viso a las Missiones paraque reconozean. y aparten loque fuere suio. 

Quarto: Que, paraque cada Mission pueda cager en el modo dicho /[5246] tenemos a bien el asignarle 
a cada una los sitios fronteros de su ganado al d.ho monte en losque sola ella, y ninguna delas otras dos 
podra andar, que para quitar toda duda, son los siguientes. 

La Miss.n de S.n Ant.a podra, y debera hacer su dilig.a exclusa la 
entrada del Arroio de Martinez en el Cibolo, Cibolo para arriba, rodeando el monte hasta las 
cave(ce)ras del Rosillo + ( + y sus vertientes) inclusive. 

La Mission dela purissima Concepcion tendra por suia la entrada del 
Arroyo de Martinez en el Cibolo, y Cibolo para abaxo de la otra, y de esta vanda, hasta loque no sean 
\'ertientes delos chupaderos. 

La Miss.n de S.n Juan de Capistrano solam.te podra hacer su dilig.a desde las 
caveceras del Rosillo + ( + y sus vertientes) exclusive, hasta las vertientes, que reconocieren alos 
chupaderos; puesto, que esta es la principal huida de su ganado al d.ho Monte. 

Quinto: Que, si por qualquiera acontecim.to a alguna delas tres mencionadas Missiones sele fuere al 
Monte, o todo, o parte de su ganado, pueda entrar librem.te en el d.ho monte las veces, que necessitare; 
pero s.pre lo hara por sus sitios seiialados, llevando pie manso, y evitando el correr, y gritar, si.no 
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quiere aca.barse de perder, aventando con lo cerrero, lo manso que se le aia ido. y aun el pie, que 
llevare. 

Estos son los puntos, que, bien observados, nos han parecido suficientes, y necessarios, p.a que el 
sobred.ho ':Donte sirva de provecho a las Missiones, y se eviten para de una vez los disturbios, e 
inquietudes entre entre [sic] los .\1.n.ros de ellas. Y paraque esto tenga su debido efecto, pedimos a n.ro 
S.to Colegio, tenga a bien el reflexarle, y si fuere de n.ro sentir, lo corrol>ore con el precepto saludable 
de la S.ta obediencia, especificando, si lo tu\iere a bien. el que en lo successivo assi se observe por los 
M.n.ros, que fueren, y que por ninguno (aunq.e sea Presid.te) pueda ser su observ.a alterada en todo, 
ni en parte, sinq.e primero de razon de este compromisso, y delas razones, que p.a su no conveniencia 
ocurrieren, a esse S.to Colegio, p.a que en su vista resuelva aora, y entonces loque tuviere por mas 
conveniente. Assi lo sentimos, y suplic:amos, y p.a q.e en todo tiempo conste lo firmamos en esta Miss.n 
de S.n Juan de Capistrano, y Octubre 4. de 1766. 

Fr. Acisclos Valverde(rubric) 
Fr. Juan Antonio Corvera(rubric) 
Fr. Joseph Lopez(rubric) 
Fr. Joseph Z.arate(rubric) 
F::-. Este1'an de Salazar(rubric) 
Fr. Juan J.ph Saenz de Gumiel(rubric) 

/[5247] Los RR.s PP.s Guardian, y Discretos de el ap.co Colegio de la Santa Cruz de Queretaro. 'ieron, 
y. aprobaron el antecedente compromisso, al qua! se arregiaran el R. P. Presidente, y demas Ministros, 
q.e son, y con el tiempo fueren de las Missiones de San Antonio. Y para q.e conste lo firmaron en este 
sabred.ho Ap.co Colegio, en cinco dias de el mes de Marzo, de mil setecientos sesema. y siete aiios.#. 

Fr. Sebastian Flores(rubric), Guardian 
Fr. Juan Hernandez(rubric) 
Fr J0Se?h Ant.a Bernada(rubric) 
Fr. \far~ano Buena, y Alcalde(rubric) 
Fr Juan de Zabala(rubric) 
Fr. Miguel Ramon Pinilla(rubric) 
Fr. Jcseph Maria Ledesma(rubric) 
[Copy of original compromise, 5250-5252] 

Trasum?t0, o Copia literal del convenio, o Compromisso hecho entre las tres Missiones de S.n Ant.a 
de Valero, la Puriss.a Concepc.n de Acuna, y S.n Juan de Capistrano, sabre el Monte nombrado de 
Galvan. 

[Remainder is repeat of text of compromise with some small differences in punctuation and wording.] 

[5252] Hasta aqui el compromiso de las Missiones, que se guarda en el Archivo, subsit - V 

[Copy of 1755 original agreement of land use between the three missions begins middle of frame 5252] 

Copia de la Pro,·id.a dada par el Capitan de! R.l Precid.o de S.n Ant.ode Vejar, y justicia mayor de su 
territorio, D.n Toribio de Urrutia, en 11 de 8bre de 1755: p.a asignar a las Missiones de S. Ant.ode 
Valero, La Puriss.a Concepc.n de Acuna. y S.n Juan de Capistrano. Montes, y Pastas, para la cria de 
sus ganados: cuyo testimonio autentico se trasporto al Archi\'O de! Ap.co Colegio de la S.ta Cruz de 
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Quretaro [sicJ, y la Provid.a orig.I de q.e se sac6. qued6, coma es regular, en el de las Judicatura del 
territorio. Fue sacada esta copia de otra cal que junta con uiia Provid.a Reg.r o Fratricia esta en el 
Archivo de esta Precid.o Sub Lit. 

La Mission de S.n Ant.a, desde el centro caxa hasta la olla, que vulgarmente Haman, el Nogal 
de Fr. Juan, y tomara por el oriente una legua poco mas hasta dar con unas Lomas de q.e se forma un 
Derramadero para el sur, y desde hai, por el Rossillo, dexando libres los Salitrillos, y sus Corrales contra 
el rumba hasta el Civolo, quedandole ynclusso el Monte, y las tierras que hasta Guadalupe, havsado, 
y reconoscido por sullas de treinta aiios hasta la f.ha /[5253) con cuya distancia, tiene campo suficiente 
para el Pasteo de sus ganados. 

La Mission de la Puriss.a Concepcion, desde el centro para el sur caxa una legua que sera 
hasta el Paso del Nogal, desde donde caminando para oriente otra legua, topara con el Salado; de · 
donde de sur a norte habra otra legua hasta topar con el camino de la Bahia; y esta dist.-.ncia desde 
donde encontro el Salado, tendra como ocho leguas, siguiendo el rumba, y sirviendole de Lindero el 
Nitro, o Civolo pasara el Arrollo, y le quedan libres, coma quince leguas, que es distancia competente 
para el procreo de sus ganados, sin agravio de las dos Missiones contiguas. 

La Mission de S. Juan de Capistrano coxa de Lindero el camino de la Bahia, y tendra hasta los 
Chayopines mas de cinco leguas de ancho; y cogiendo desde el Aguila, cainino de la Bahia hasta la 
Laguna de Patahuillos, seran como diez leguas de ancho; y desde el Civolo; esto es; desde !os 
manantiales del Nitro, hasta S.n Bartolo, que seran coma siete leguas de ancho de norte a sur; de cuya 
distancia asia el or.le se podra extender no solo quince leguas, sino mucho mas: qucdando esta l\fo.sion 
con mas, y mejores tierras, y aguas abund.tes p.a todos los ganados que tuviere, sin perjudicar a las 
otras. = = 

Para el Archivo de la Miss.n de S. Ant.a 

/[ 5254. Begin second copy of 1755 land grant J 

Los limites q.e el Capit.n D.n Toribio de Urrutia, a peticion del R. P. P.te Fr. Jose Prado asign6 a las· 
Miss.es Interin el S.or Virrey determina son los siguentes, como se hallaran en una Provid.a 2xpodida 
por d.ho Cap.a en Onze de Octubre de Mil, seteci;ntos, cincuenta, y cinco: cuyo original se encentrara 
en el Archivo de Ap.co Coleg.o de la S.s.ma Cruz de Queretaro, son en la forma que se sigue. Se 
copio este trasumpto de! q.e esta en el Archivo de la Precid.a de estas Miss.es fid, y puntualm.te como 
se puede ver cotejandolos. 

[Remainder is same text as previous copy, with a few differences in punctuation and wording.] 

/[5255-5257. Second copy of Trasumpto given on 5250) 

[Packet title on 5257) La asignacion de Tierras p.a las Miss.es de S.n Ant.a, La Cuncepc.n Y S.n Juar;. 
Capist.no (en la Prov.a de Texas) hecha por elJust.a Mayor del Territorio, provicional, e ynterinariam.te 
y compromisso hecho entre las tres Mission.s. 




