
National Park Service 

Department of the Interior 

Intermountain Region 

WITHOUT PARALLEL 
AMONG RELICS 

AN ARCHEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF 
EL MORRO NA TIONAL MONUMENT, 

NEW MEXICO 

Archeology Program 

Intermountain Region Cultural Resources 

Intermountain Cultural Resources Professional Papers No. 71 

James E. Bradford 

With Contributions by 
James W. Kendrick 



As the nation 's principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has basic responsibilities to 
protect and conserve our land and water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation 
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The Department also has major responsibility for 
American Indian reservation communities and for the people who live in island territories under U. S. 
administration. 



WITHOUT PARALLEL AMONG RELICS 
AN ARCHEOLOGICAL HISTOR Y OF EL MORRO NA TIONAL MONUMENT 

NEW MEXICO 

James E. Bradford 

With Contributions by James W. Kendrick 

NMCRIS #75669 

Archeology Program 
Intcrmountain Cultural Resources 

Intcrmountain Cultural Resources Professional Paper No. 71 
National Park Service 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

2013 



Cover: The Monarch, south face of Inscription Rock. Photograph attributed to Jesse Nusbaum ca. 1911. 

ii 



pa/o^c?r am 

Bruce A. Anderson 
February 1, 1940 - April 8, 2008 

David M. Brugge 
September 23, 1927 - March 15, 2013 

in 



IV 



TABLE OF C O N T E N T S 

LIST OF FIGURES ix 

LIST OF TABLES xiii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xv 

1. INTRODUCTION : 1 

2. ENVIRONMENT 5 
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 5 

Geology 5 
Land forms 7 
Hydrology 8 
Soils 8 
Climate 11 

BIOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES 12 
Grass-Shrubland 13 
Pinon-Juniper Woodland 13 
Pine-Oak Woodland 13 
Monument-wide Species 13 

PRE-CONTACT PERIOD CONSIDERATIONS 15 
HISTORIC PERIOD CONSIDERATIONS 17 

3. CULTURE HISTORY 21 
PRE-CONTACT PERIOD 21 

Paleoindian/Archaic/Basketmaker 21 
Ancestral Pueblo 22 

MODERN PUEBLOS 24 
Zuni Pueblo 24 
Acoma Pueblo 26 
Laguna Pueblo 28 

ATHABASKANS 29 
Ramah Navajo 29 
Apache 31 

SPANISH PERIOD 31 
Spanish Exploration 32 
Spanish Colonial and Territorial Periods 32 

MEXICAN PERIOD 34 
H ispanos 34 

AMERICAN PERIOD 35 
American Exploration and Emigration 35 
Civil War and Frontier Expansion 36 
Latter Day Saints, Mormons 37 
Anglo-Americans 37 
National Park Service 38 

4. PREVIOUS ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 41 
PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND PRESERVATION 41 
EVALUATON OF PAST RESEARCH 44 

v 



T A B L E OF C O N T E N T S (continued) 

5. METHODS 47 
FIELD METHODS 47 
REPORT PREPARATION 48 

6. PRE-CONTACT PERIOD SITE DESCRIPTIONS 49 
SITE DESCRIPTIONS 49 

Rockshelters '. 50 
Surface Artifact Scatters 51 
Hand-and-Toe-Hold Trails 52 
Petroglyphs/Pictographs 54 
Rock Alignments 61 
Small Structures 65 
Pueblos 67 

7. HISTORIC PERIOD SITE DESCRIPTIONS 91 
NON-NPS SITES 92 

Inscriptions 92 
Homesteads 95 
Corrals 103 
Trash Dumps 105 
Campfires 109 
Cairns 112 

Logs and/or Boards 113 
NPS SITES 113 

Cabins 114 
Trails and Steps 124 
Well 126 
Waterline 129 
Quarried Rock and Cattle Guard 130 
Campground 132 
Erosion Control Structures 133 
Trash Deposits 142 
Miscellaneous 143 
Future Archeological Sites 143 

8. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 151 
PRE-CONTACT PERIOD SITES 151 

Types of Sites Within the Monument 151 
Chronological Sequence of the Sites 152 
Site Distribution Within the Monument 155 
Pre-contact Sites in a Regional Context 1 57 

HISTORIC PERIOD SITES 162 
Types of Sites Within the Monument 162 
Chronological Sequence of the Sites 163 
Site Distribution Within the Monument 163 
Historical Sites in a Regional Context 165 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 171 
PRESERVATION 171 

Inscription Preservation 171 
Damage by Burrowing Animals 1 72 
Ruins Stabilization 1 73 

vi 



T A B L E OF C O N T E N T S (continued) 

Illegal Collecting of Artifacts 173 
Erosion of Archeological Sites 1 73 
Determinations of Eligibility and Site Condition Assessments 1 73 
Staff Training in Recognition and Preservation of Archeological Sites 174 

RESEARCH 174 
Subsurface Investigations Using Remote Sensing Technology 174 
Atsinna 174 
Archeology of the Visitor Center/Administration Areas 175 
Historical Roads and Routes 175 

R E F E R E N C E S CITED 177 

APPENDIX A: Plants Found Within El Monro National Monument and 

Their Known Uses by Zuni Pueblo and Ramah Navajo 195 

APPENDIX B: El Morro Archeological Site Summary Information 203 

APPENDIX C: El Morro Archeological Site Recommendations For the 
National Register of Historic Places 217 

vii 



M i l 



LIST OF FIGURES 

1. Map locating El Mono National Monument in west-central New Mexico 2 

2. Map of El Morro National Monument showing the original monument, 

later land additions, and non-National Park Service holdings 2 

3. Map of El Morro Valley with El Morro National Monument identified 4 

4. Map of El Morro National Monument showing geological exposures 6 

5. Soils Map of El Morro National Monument 9 

6. Map showing the various plant associations within El Morro National Monument 12 

7. El Malpais tree-ring chronology for A.D. 1100-1400 16 

8. El Malpais tree-ring chronology for A.D. 1400-1992 16 

9. Inscription Rock. Photograph by Charles F. Lummis 1891 19 

10. Plowed fields south of EI Morro National Monument ca. 1960s 19 

11. Location of Pre-contact Period sites in the general Zuni area and relative to 
North Atsinna and Atsinna in El Morro National Monument 23 

12. Locations of certain Zuni (letter) and Acoma (numbers) landmarks and places 
important in their history in the El Morro region 25 

13. Distribution map of all Pre-contact Period sites and components in El Morro 
National Monument 49 

14. Distribution of rockshelters, surface artifact scatters, hand-and-toe-hold trails, 

and petroglyph/pictograph sites in the monument 51 

15. LA133445. a hand-and-toe-hold trail in Box Canyon 54 

16. Ranger Alfred Peterson's adaptation of E.Z. Vogt's notes of Zuni's 

Interpretation of pelroglyph panel at the large crevice at LA46060 59 

17. Photograph of ladder used to access large crevice at LA46060 59 

18. Distribution of rock alignment sites across the monument 62 

19. Plan map of LA 18725 and LA 18726 showing rock alignments relative to 
drainages, slopes, and basalt outcrops 63 

20. Plan Map of LA25948 showing the longest rock alignment and its relationship 

to the major drainage in the south-central portion of the monument 64 

21. Distribution of single-room structure sites and pueblos across the monument 65 

22. LA46022 plan map showing the general L-shape site plan and the dirt road 
to Atsinna north of the site 68 

ix 



LIST OF FIGURES (continued) 

23. LA932 plan map showing the roomblock configuration, suspected second-story 

room locations, and surrounding rubble concentrations 69 

24. LA1234 plan map showing the size and layout of the two attached rooinblocks 71 

25. LA1584 plan map showing the mound and depressions evident on-site 72 

26. LA 18738 plan map showing the relationship of the small roomblock to 

other site and topographic features 73 

27. LA25913 plan map showing L-shaped roomblock and possible kiva in small plaza 75 

28. Plan map of LA25920 showing the relationship of site features 76 

29. Plan map of pueblo roomblock at LA25920 76 

30. PlanmapofLA25923 77 

31. PlanmapofLA25930 78 

32. PlanmapofLA25936 80 

33. Plan map of LA25937 81 

34. PlanmapofLA25949 82 

35. Plan map of North Atsinna (LA430) 83 

36. Kern's 1849 map of Atsinna 84 

37. Ted Amsden (left in leather jacket) directing 1934 excavations at Atsinna 85 

38. Plan Map of Atsinna (LA99) by T. Amsden. 1934 85 

39. Plan map of Atsinna showing overall configuration of the pueblo, excavated 

rooms, one round and one square kiva, and slope contours 86 

40. Plan map of excavated rooms and kiva in Atsinna's northeast comer 86 

41. Distribution of all Historic Period sites within El Morro National Monument 91 

42. Map showing the distribution of inscription, homestead, and corral sites 

within El Morro National Monument 93 

43. The Ofiate inscription of 1605 94 

44. Comparison of cross styles inscribed on Inscription Rock 95 

45. Map of LA18717 showing the location of major features 96 

46. Trappey 's hot sauce bottles from El Morro National Monument 97 

47. Bottles from El Morro National Monument 98 

x 



LIST OF FIGURES (continued) 

48. Two glass bottles from El Morro National Monument 99 

49. Map of LA 18742 showing the relationship of the collapsed hogan with 

associated features 101 

50. Two milk glass jars from El Morro National Monument 102 

51. Map of LA 18723, a corral site near the monument's northeast comer 104 

52. Distribution of trash dump, campfire, cairn, and log/board sites within 

El Morro National Monument 106 

53. Distribution of all campfire features within El Morro National Monument 110 

54. Distribution of NPS-related sites within El Morro National Monument 1 14 

55. The tourist shelter under construction by Custodian Evon Vogt and friend in 1918 115 

56. The newly completed tourist shelter 115 

57. The Ranger's cabin ca. 1938 116 

58. Vogt children, Evon, Jr. (left) and Barbara (right), on Brooklyn Eagle Bridge in 1926 117 

59. E.Z. Vogt inspecting depth of arroyo cut below the pool in 1933 117 

60. View north from the Ranger's cabin to footbridge over small drainage along 
the south face of Inscription Rock ca. 1936 118 

61. Engineer Hamilton looks down from Inscription Rock, from above the pool, 
to the Ranger's cabin area at completion of arroyo filling in 1934 119 

62. Additions to the Ranger's cabin in December 1933 include the office (middle) 
and the blacksmith shop (left) 119 

63. Custodian Robert Budlong's "Celebrated Cat Spanker" near the original 

Ranger's cabin 121 

64. View southeast of the main area of LA46010 123 

65. Photograph taken about 1935 of Seasonal Ranger E.Z. Vogt, Jr. inspecting 
Honeymoon Cave (LA46044) 125 

66. Construction of reverse spiral stairs on Atsinna trail near Honeymoon 

Cave (LA46044) 127 

67. Ranger Evon Vogt, Jr. stands on completed reverse spiral stairs in 1934 127 

68. Raphael showing Custodian Vogt the spring at LA46032 in January 1934 128 

69. View southeast showing "275 cubic feet" of stacked rock removed from the north 
trail construction and stockpiled for later use 131 

XI 



LIST OF FIGURES (continued) 

70. Custodian Vogt and blacksmith Waldo Harolson discussing amount of building 

stone hauled to proposed north administration area (LA46012), April 12, 1934 131 

71. Photograph of the north entrance cattle guard just after completion in 1934 132 

72. "Turquois Trailers - a party of Indianapolis high school girls camped at 
favorite spot at El Morro, 1935." 133 

73. Custodian Evon Vogt applying various preservatives to his test panels in 
N.ine Pine Cove in 1926 134 

74. Brush-and-rock mat in barren gully at LA46052 136 

75. Dating to 1947, this photograph shows the more substantial erosion control 
checkdam construction style that mimics the earlier CWA post-and-rock erosion 
contro 1 checkdam that occurs in the foreground 138 

76. Photograph of CWA workers building wood post-and-rock dams at Point of 

the Rock (LA25958) in 1934 140 

77. Bridge on Zuni-Acoma road at Point of the Rock 141 

78. Photograph of one of seven basalt rock dams installed along the Zuni-Acoma road in 1943 142 

79. Group picnic in the Rincon de Encino, LA25966 143 

80. The Zuni-Acoma wagon road near Inscription Rock as depicted in an 1882 land 
survey for Jesus Mason by Henry Atkinson, Surveyor General 145 

81. Crew supervised by Evon Vogt for the first blading of the road from Ramah to El Morro 

in April 1934 146 

82. Photograph of the 1920s monument entrance gate north of Inscription Rock 148 

83. Photograph of visitors leaving through the north entrance in 1929 148 
84. View of the east entrance to El Morro National Monument ca. 1953, following 

Section 5 acquisition, construction of the current entrance road from State Route 53, 
and relocation of the old east entrance cattle guard to this location in late 1952 or 1953 1 50 

xii 



LIST OF TABLES 

1. Pre-contact Period Siles with the Number of Sites per Category and 
Percent of Each Site Category in both the Pre-contact Period and 
Total Monument Samples 50 

2. Reconciliation of LA Numbers with Martin's (1986) Site Designations 55 

3. Major Characteristics Among the Monument's Six Soil Types 63 

4. Comparison of Rock Alignment Lengths by Site Type 64 

5. Decorated Ceramic Percentages from North Atsinna - LA430 83 

6. Decorated Ceramic Percentages and Tree-ring Dates for Atsinna - LA99 87 

7. A Summary of Small, Medium, and Large Pueblo Characteristics 88 

8. Historic Period Site Types by Non-NPS and NPS Categories 92 

9. Ceramic Types by Site and Site Category Within El Morro National Monument 153 

10. Ceramic Date Ranges by Site and Site Category Within El Morro 

National Monument 154 

1 1. Dendroclimatic Patterns and Pre-contact Period Occurrences in El Morro Valley 160 

12. Dale Ranges for Inscription Sites Within El Monro National Monument 163 

13. Historical Site Date Ranges by Site and Site Category 164 

14. Dendroclimatic Information and Mid-nineteenth and Twentieth Century 
Occurrences in El Morro Valley 167 

xiii 



xiv 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

This work could never have reached fruition without the contributions, encouragement, and patience of many people 
throughout the years. I owe a great deal of gratitude to all of them. 

Ron Ice, Larry Nordby, and Bruce Anderson not only began this particular journey with me, but were collectively 
responsible for launching my career in the National Park Service; a career 1 could not have imagined would be so 
fulfilling. Through the years our lives have taken separate paths but the friendships have remained. 

Over the years many people on staff at the monument contributed to this work. Appreciation is extended to 
superintendents Ted Sullivan, Douglas Eury, Reed Detring, Michelle Pellitier, John Lujan, Peri Eringen, and Kayci 
Cook Collins. John deserves particular mention for his efforts at reviving this study. John, Peri and Kayci also stand 
out for their limitless patience and understanding of my other obligations through the years. Chief rangers Steve 
Miller, Tom Townley, Ken Maybery, Larry Villalva, and Fred Moosman provided support, information, and 
encouragement. Steve's enthusiasm and Tom's knowledge of the monument were unrivaled in the beginning stages 
of this work. Thanks to Fred and his wife Leslie for their enjoyable dinners and their appreciation for the many 
subtle pleasures El Morro provides. Fred and John Lujan's rappel down the north face to the pictograph alcove 
confirmed what Melinda Symmes and I could only surmise through binoculars. 

Park rangers Doug Sievers and Mary Gillespie provided field assistance, as did Steve Miller and Archeology 
Technician Debi Foldi Popin. Melissa Martin's rock art survey provided both confirmation and new data for this 
report. Brian Quigley's general knowledge of El Morro is exceeded only by his substantial knowledge of its flora. El 
Malpais Curatorial Technician Melissa Peterson provided access to monument records and photograph archives. 
Ellen Bond and Francine Pooacha-Thomas always ensured comfortable housing, Carol Cassidy always had a smile 
and a quiet curiosity for what we were doing, and facility managers Mike Varela, Ken Anderson, Harry Wilson, and 
Heber Golden provided information on park infrastructure. Particular thanks to Volunteers-in-Parks Melinda and 
Robert Symmes for their keen interest and eyes. Melinda. especially, was constantly looking for more 
pictographs/petroglyphs and, indeed, found a few we had missed, including the pictographs in the small alcove on 
the high north face of the Rock. And Pat Mitchell did her usual budgetary magic when it came time to publish. 

Special thanks to Jim Kendrick who not only assumed responsibility for the archeological sites at El Morro and El 
Malpais, but also improved this work with his assistance in the reanalysis of ceramics at several sites, offered 
comments on various versions of the report, provided Figures 36 and 43, assisted in the preparation of Chapter 9, 
and continues to be a friend and colleague in our shared efforts in archeological preservation and research. 

Other park service colleagues contributed: Jim Trott and Olivia Perea for field assistance; Judy Kowalski for field 
discussions on cultural landscapes; Melissa Powel for peer review of the draft report; Dave Brugge, a true 
gentleman-scholar; Kerri Mich, for GPS/G1S assistance; Steve Baumann who assumed the cultural resource reins 
after Jim Kendrick moved to the Northeast Region, and Robert Spude and Sande McDermott, former and current 
supervisors, who have been most understanding in my efforts to balance program workloads and this long-standing 
obligation. 

People outside the park service also contributed to this report. A 1980 tour of the large sites in El Morro Valley by 
T.J. Ferguson and Keith Kintigh was invaluable. J. David Ing provided field assistance, and Louanna Haecker 
provided information and state site numbers. Together, Laura Ware provided editing of the manuscript and Gloria 
Vigil provided all the skills of finalizing the text, graphics, and formatting to help make technical sense of this 
report. 

And very special thanks to Carla Van West, Cherie Scheick, and Peter J. McKenna, who provided substantive 
comments and valuable suggestions that were critical for report completion. Any omission of contributors is 
unintentional, and 1 alone am responsible for any errors. 

James E. Bradford 
I MR Regional Archeologist 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

xv 



xvi 



INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

El Morro is a museum of history in itself. It is without parallel among 
relics of its kind and nothing is too good for its protection. 

R . H . Rose (1933:11) 

In the United States no place so small has so much history written on it as does Inscription Rock. Named El Morro (the 
headland) by early Spanish explorers, the base of the white sandstone prominence held life-sustaining water for those who 
passed through on their travels to other places. The water was crucial for the explorers, adventurers, and emigrants passing 
through El Morro Valley; inscribing one's name in the soft white rock was not. Once the example was set by Don Juan de 
Onate in 1605, hundreds if not thousands of others followed suit, human nature being what it is. Throughout the following 
four centuries, the sandstone of El Morro became a register where people left small records of their passing, perhaps giving 
some meaning to their existence. Today this combination of inscriptions along the base of the sandstone prominence is 
arguably the most significant collection of such inscriptions in the country. Going back even farther in time, long before 
Spanish, Mexican, and American adventurers carved their names on the vertical walls of El Morro, American Indians 
settled the area, built their villages around and on the Rock, and left their own inscriptions. The Zuni refer to the place as 
A 'ts 'in 'a, "where pictures are on the rock" (Woodbury 1954:2). The Acoma call the immediate vicinity of Inscription Rock 
K'aadyadranisr'a. "the written place," but do not have a specific name for the pueblo of Atsinna (Theresa Pasqual, personal 
communication 2011). The Ramah Navajo refer to El Morro as Tsek'i Na'asdzoof "rock that has marks (or writing) on it" 
(Linford 2000:204). For most of us who gaze upon them today, these petroglyphs and pictographs are more imponderable 
than the later inscriptions. These earlier inscriptions extend the history of human activity at this rock back several centuries 
and, combined with the inscriptions of later people, give El Morro its unique place in history. 

Located in west-central New Mexico, El Morro National Monument (monument) is almost equidistant between the pueblos 
of Zuni and Acoma (Figure 1). As one of the few reliable water sources along the trail connecting these two pueblos, the 
pool at the base of the Rock for which the monument is named served as an important water source for people for centuries 
before the first Europeans entered the Southwest. This travel route for the Pueblo people naturally became that used by 
Spanish explorers and colonizers and Mexican settlers for three centuries before becoming a formalized wagon road with 
the advent of American exploration and westward movement in the mid- 1800s. 

Through these eras, the prominent rock cradling the pool along its east base became a focal point of history literally carved 
into stone. Some of the more famous people in southwestern history and many more who remain anonymous left their 
names and inscriptions along the cliff base. Because of the importance of these early names and dates, and the need to 
preserve and protect them as a national treasure. El Morro National Monument was established in 1906 by presidential 
proclamation. In fact. El Morro was the second national monument established under authority of the newly enacted 
Antiquities Act and the first such monument established for historic rather than natural resources. In his proclamation. 
President Theodore Roosevelt (1906) states "the rocks known as El Morro and Inscription Rock in the Territory of New 
Mexico...are of the greatest historical value...." A subsequent proclamation in 1917 expanded the monument to include 
more acreage "containing ruins of archaeological value" (Wilson 1917), and successive purchases in 1951, 1962, and 1975 
brought the monument to its current configuration of 421 ha (1,040 ac) (Figure 2). 

Since its establishment, the monument has been known and interpreted primarily for the historic inscriptions recorded on 
the cliff faces. To a lesser extent, the monument also has been the subject of limited archeological research centered on the 
notable ruins atop Inscription Rock. In his mid-1950s work, Richard Woodbury inquired of his Zuni work crew the name of 
the pueblo they were excavating. They provided Woodbury with two names: Atsinna, "where pictures are on the rocks," 
and Hoshotayalla, "ruin on top" (Woodbury 1954:2). Later research by Ferguson and Hart (1985:127), which identifies 
places important to the Zuni people, confirms the "ruins on top of El Morro" as the ancestral Zuni villages of Heshoda 
Yalt'a, while the name A 'Is'in'a refers to Inscription Rock itself. Woodbury apparently preferred the first explanation, and 
the pueblo has been known and interpreted as Atsinna for more than a half century. For this reason, and to avoid confusion 
with the established archeological literature, I refer to the pueblo as Atsinna and retain Woodbury's spelling. 
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Figure 1. Map locating EI Morro National Monument in west-central New Mexico. 

Figure 2. Map of El Morro National Monument showing the original monument, later land additions. 
and non-National Park Service holdings. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The white-cliff prominence called A 'ts 'in 'a by the Zuni became known as El Morro in the early Spanish period, and after 
Simpson's 1849 visit during the American period, also as Inscription Rock. In an attempt to lessen confusion in this report. 
'El Morro' generally refers to the national monument and 'Inscription Rock' to the sandstone landmark. A third physical 
feature of note is the large mesa just east of the monument. Although it lacks an official name on USGS topographic maps, 
locals refer to it as Bond Mesa (see Figure 3). 

Woodbury's 1954 and 1955 excavations represent the most significant archeological work conducted within the monument, 
while the current survey reported in this document is the most extensive. For nearly a century after its establishment, the 
monument was not surveyed completely, nor were all the less obvious archeological properties located and documented. For 
this reason, along with federal mandates for inventorying cultural resources on federal lands, a team of National Park Service 
(NPS) archeologists inventoried all 421 ha (1,040 ac) of federal land within the monument and recorded 160 archeological 
properties. Sites located represent a range of categories, including ancestral Pueblo sites, historical Navajo sites, Anglo 
homestead sites, herding sites, material discard sites, and various manifestations of past NPS activities and development. 
There are different types of sites within each of these categories. 

The decision to survey the monument came from Bruce Anderson's tenure as acting Superintendent there in 1978 and 1979. 
During his time at the monument, Anderson, and then Chief Ranger Steve Miller, realized (1) the interpretive focus was only 
on the Spanish inscriptions and history and (2) the park staff knew almost nothing about the Pre-contact Period archeological 
resources. Given the lack of available pre-contact archeological data, the staff did not have the necessary information to 
manage the monument's resources responsibly. Consequently, Anderson and the newly appointed Superintendent Ted 
Sullivan agreed to an archeological inventory survey. Between May 1979 and November 1981, members of the former 
Southwest Cultural Resources Center, Division of Anthropology, conducted archeological survey intermittently; that is, 
whenever workloads allowed two or more people to be absent from the regional office. As a result, two to four people spent 
four to 10 days at a time inventorying the monument. Although various monument staff assisted during the survey, 
particularly Steve Miller, Doug Sievers and Mary Gillespie, the project's primary personnel were Regional Archeologist 
Ronald J. Ice and staff archeologists Bruce A. Anderson, Larry V. Nordby and the author. We completed the survey in five 
field sessions: May 21-25, 1979; July 2-11 and 14-18. 1980; and March 23-28 and November 16-19, 1981. In 1999 
Superintendent John Lujan acquired funding to prepare the report and requested the author's time to accomplish that task. 
Working around my regular schedule and other obligations, I used additional sessions of one to three days between 1999 and 
2004 to resurrect the report, revisit all previously identified sites, document an additional 19 sites, and bring all survey 
information up to current standards. 

The monument today is located in Cibola County, but during most of the original fieldwork the monument was in western 
Valencia County; the county split in 1981. These lands include parcels authorized by the President and Congress for 
establishment and expansion of the monument between 1906 and 1975, including all of Section 5 and 162 ha (400 ac) in 
Section 6. Within Section 6, 65 ha (160 ac) of Indian Allotment Land border the monument on the southwest corner, and 32 
ha (80 ac) of private land border it along the remaining southern boundary (Figure 2). 

The survey was conducted to: (1) complete an archeological site inventory and provide park management with information 
for the interpretation, protection, and preservation of those resources; (2) evaluate existing and potential impacts to the 
archeological resources; (3) evaluate preservation and stabilization needs for sites; and (4) interpret the archeological 
resources within both local and regional contexts. To achieve these goals, this report (1) provides a background for the 
natural and cultural settings of the monument, (2) provides a historical perspective, (3) describes the survey and summarizes 
the results, and (4) offers recommendations for national register eligibility, future management, and archeological research 
within the monument. 
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Figure 3. Map of El Morro Valley with El Morro National Monument identified. 
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