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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

El Morro is a museum of history in itself. It is without parallel among
relics of its kind and nothing is too good for its protection.
R. H. Rose (1933:11)

In the United States no place so small has so much history written on it as does Inscription Rock. Named El Morro (the
headland) by early Spanish explorers, the base of the white sandstone prominence held life-sustaining water for those who
passed through on their travels to other places. The water was crucial for the explorers, adventurers, and emigrants passing
through El Morro Valley; inscribing one’s name in the soft white rock was not. Once the example was set by Don Juan de
Onate in 1605, hundreds if not thousands of others followed suit, human nature being what it is. Throughout the following
four centuries, the sandstone of El Morro became a register where people left small records of their passing, perhaps giving
some meaning to their existence. Today this combination of inscriptions along the base of the sandstone prominence is
arguably the most significant collection of such inscriptions in the country. Going back even farther in time, long before
Spanish, Mexican, and American adventurers carved their names on the vertical walls of El Morro, American Indians
settled the area, built their villages around and on the Rock, and left their own inscriptions. The Zuni refer to the place as
A’ts’in’a, “where pictures are on the rock” (Woodbury 1954:2). The Acoma call the immediate vicinity of Inscription Rock
K'aadyadranisr’a, “the written place,” but do not have a specific name for the pueblo of Atsinna (Theresa Pasqual, personal
communication 2011). The Ramah Navajo refer to El Morro as Tsék'i Na'asdzool, “rock that has marks (or writing) on it”
(Linford 2000:204). For most of us who gaze upon them today, these petroglyphs and pictographs are more imponderable
than the later inscriptions. These earlier inscriptions extend the history of human activity at this rock back several centuries
and, combined with the inscriptions of later people, give El Morro its unique place in history.

Located in west-central New Mexico, El Morro National Monument (monument) is almost equidistant between the pueblos
of Zuni and Acoma (Figure 1). As one of the few reliable water sources along the trail connecting these two pueblos, the
pool at the base of the Rock for which the monument is named served as an important water source for people for centuries
before the first Europeans entered the Southwest. This travel route for the Pueblo people naturally became that used by
Spanish explorers and colonizers and Mexican settlers for three centuries before becoming a formalized wagon road with
the advent of American exploration and westward movement in the mid-1800s.

Through these eras, the prominent rock cradling the pool along its east base became a focal point of history literally carved
into stone. Some of the more famous people in southwestern history and many more who remain anonymous left their
names and inscriptions along the cliff base. Because of the importance of these early names and dates, and the need to
preserve and protect them as a national treasure, E1 Morro National Monument was established in 1906 by presidential
proclamation. In fact, E1 Morro was the second national monument established under authority of the newly enacted
Antiquities Act and the first such monument established for historic rather than natural resources. In his proclamation,
President Theodore Roosevelt (1906) states “the rocks known as El Morro and Inscription Rock in the Territory of New
Mexico...are of the greatest historical value....” A subsequent proclamation in 1917 expanded the monument to include
more acreage “containing ruins of archaeological value" (Wilson 1917), and successive purchases in 1951, 1962, and 1975
brought the monument to its current configuration of 421 ha (1,040 ac) (Figure 2).

Since its establishment, the monument has been known and interpreted primarily for the historic inscriptions recorded on
the cliff faces. To a lesser extent, the monument also has been the subject of limited archeological research centered on the
notable ruins atop Inscription Rock. In his mid-1950s work, Richard Woodbury inquired of his Zuni work crew the name of
the pueblo they were excavating. They provided Woodbury with two names: Atsinna, “where pictures are on the rocks,”
and Hoshotayalla, “ruin on top” (Woodbury 1954:2). Later research by Ferguson and Hart (1985:127), which identifies
places important to the Zuni people, confirms the “ruins on top of EI Morro” as the ancestral Zuni villages of Heshoda
Yalt’a, while the name A 'ts 'in’a refers to Inscription Rock itself. Woodbury apparently preferred the first explanation, and
the pueblo has been known and interpreted as Atsinna for more than a half century. For this reason, and to avoid confusion
with the established archeological literature, I refer to the pueblo as Atsinna and retain Woodbury’s spelling.
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Figure 1. Map locating El Morro National Monument in west-central New Mexico.
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INTRODUCTION

The white-cliff prominence called 4 'ts'in’a by the Zuni became known as El Morro in the early Spanish period, and after
Simpson’s 1849 visit during the American period, also as Inscription Rock. In an attempt to lessen confusion in this report,
‘El Morro® generally refers to the national monument and ‘Inscription Rock’ to the sandstone landmark. A third physical
feature of note is the large mesa just east of the monument. Although it lacks an official name on USGS topographic maps,
locals refer to it as Bond Mesa (see Figure 3).

Woodbury’s 1954 and 1955 excavations represent the most significant archeological work conducted within the monument,
while the current survey reported in this document is the most extensive. For nearly a century after its establishment, the
monument was not surveyed completely, nor were all the less obvious archeological properties located and documented. For
this reason, along with federal mandates for inventorying cultural resources on federal lands, a team of National Park Service
(NPS) archeologists inventoried all 421 ha (1,040 ac) of federal land within the monument and recorded 160 archeological
properties. Sites located represent a range of categories, including ancestral Pueblo sites, historical Navajo sites, Anglo
homestead sites, herding sites, material discard sites, and various manifestations of past NPS activities and development.
There are different types of sites within each of these categories.

The decision to survey the monument came from Bruce Anderson’s tenure as acting Superintendent there in 1978 and 1979.
During his time at the monument, Anderson, and then Chief Ranger Steve Miller, realized (1) the interpretive focus was only
on the Spanish inscriptions and history and (2) the park staff knew almost nothing about the Pre-contact Period archeological
resources. Given the lack of available pre-contact archeological data, the staff did not have the necessary information to
manage the monument’s resources responsibly. Consequently, Anderson and the newly appointed Superintendent Ted
Sullivan agreed to an archeological inventory survey. Between May 1979 and November 1981, members of the former
Southwest Cultural Resources Center, Division of Anthropology, conducted archeological survey intermittently; that is,
whenever workloads allowed two or more people to be absent from the regional office. As a result, two to four people spent
four to 10 days at a time inventorying the monument. Although various monument staff assisted during the survey,
particularly Steve Miller, Doug Sievers and Mary Gillespie, the project’s primary personnel were Regional Archeologist
Ronald J. Ice and staff archeologists Bruce A. Anderson, Larry V. Nordby and the author. We completed the survey in five
field sessions: May 21-25, 1979; July 2-11 and 14-18, 1980; and March 23-28 and November 16-19, 1981. In 1999
Superintendent John Lujan acquired funding to prepare the report and requested the author’s time to accomplish that task.
Working around my regular schedule and other obligations, I used additional sessions of one to three days between 1999 and
2004 to resurrect the report, revisit all previously identified sites, document an additional 19 sites, and bring all survey
information up to current standards.

The monument today is located in Cibola County, but during most of the original fieldwork the monument was in western
Valencia County; the county split in 1981. These lands include parcels authorized by the President and Congress for
establishment and expansion of the monument between 1906 and 1975, including all of Section 5 and 162 ha (400 ac) in
Section 6. Within Section 6, 65 ha (160 ac) of Indian Allotment Land border the monument on the southwest corner, and 32
ha (80 ac) of private land border it along the remaining southern boundary (Figure 2).

The survey was conducted to: (1) complete an archeological site inventory and provide park management with information
for the interpretation, protection, and preservation of those resources; (2) evaluate existing and potential impacts to the
archeological resources; (3) evaluate preservation and stabilization needs for sites; and (4) interpret the archeological
resources within both local and regional contexts. To achieve these goals, this report (1) provides a background for the
natural and cultural settings of the monument, (2) provides a historical perspective, (3) describes the survey and summarizes
the results, and (4) offers recommendations for national register eligibility, future management, and archeological research
within the monument.






