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PREFACE 

This is the first general reconstruction of the history of the Glen 
Canyon region, an area embracing parts of Utah. Arizona, Colorado, 
and New Mexico. It extends from the brows of the Tavaputs Plateau 
on the north to the San Francisco peaks on the south, and from the 
LaSal, Abajo, Carrizo, Chuska mountains on the east to the High 
Plateaus of Utah on the west. It lies wholly within the Colorado Pla­
teau Province and it possesses a historical unity created by the geo­
graphical personality of the region. Everything in some way relates 
to the river and the canyons: bar r ier , highway, a source of mineral 
wealth and water, a place of recreation. 

The most far-reaching event in the history of the region was the 
passage by Congress in 1956 of the Colorado River Storage Project 
Act, the culmination of forces which had taken shape by 1922. The 
construction of Glen Canyon dam, one of the basic units of the project, 
would destroy many historical values almost before they were known 
for no comprehensive history of the canyon, or the region dominated 
by it, beyond local and incidental approaches, a good many of which 
are listed in the bibliography appended to this report, had been written. 

On the basis of knowledge of the history of Glen Canyon region and 
of the upper Colorado, accumulated as a result of personal interest and 
exploration dating back to 1941, and after a brief reconnaissance of the 
Crossing of the Fathers area in June 1956, I recommended on July 3, 
1956 to the National Park Service that a program be inaugurated looking 
toward the compilation of a record of the history of the Glen Canyon 
region, the study and charting of historical places in, and the removal 
of significant relics from the reservoir area. The National Park Ser­
vice through its Region Three offices at Santa Fe had already formulated 
plans for both historical and archeological salvage programs and for a 
number of special studies in Glen Canyon and contracts for these pur­
poses were negotiated in 1957 with the University of Utah and the Museum 
of Northern Arizona at Flagstaff. Provision for the historical investiga­
tions, as well as the special studies in ecology, in the Glen Canyon region 
was included in the general agreement for archeological salvage negotiated 
between the National Park Service and the University of Utah in 1957 which 
has been renewed annually. 
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Historical investigations during the fiscal year 195 7-1958 were 
undertaken by Dr. Leland H. Creer (1958 a,b), Head, and Dr. David 
E. Miller (1958), Department of History, University of Utah, and 
were confined to studies of Mormon colonization on the eastern slopes 
of the Glen Canyon region, of the activities of Jacob Hamblin, and of 
the Crossing of the Fathers . 

The investigations reported here were begun in January, 1958. Two 
objectives in the work, both of equal importance, were held to be para­
mount: one, to reconstruct the history of the Glen Canyon region as a 
guide to the human activities which have borne on the canyon and the 
reservoir area, as well as for the general utility the history would have 
for others engaged in research in Glen Canyon and for the general public; 
two, to make a record of the historical sites and remains within the r e ­
servoir area which will soon be forever lost through inundation. 

The first objective in general outline is the substance of this monograph. 
The main currents of the history of the Glen Canyon region have been iden­
tified and broadly summarized down to 1922. It has often been said that 
the region is lacking in history; this is true only of the written history. 
It now becomes apparent that the human story of Glen Canyon is a rich 
panorama extending back to the eighteenth century and it includes Spanish 
friars and Mexican t raders , fur men, government explorers, Indian wars, 
Mormon colonization, cattlemen, outlaws, reclamation, and recreation. 
Much the largest chapter involving actual occupation and use of the can­
yon itself is concerned with mining. Placer mining operations along the 
Colorado River in the region were confined wholly to the reservoir area 
in Glen Canyon and nearly so in San Juan Canyon. Thus a mining region 
with no counterpart in te rms of canyon environment elsewhere in the 
United States will almost entirely disappear beneath the waters of the 
Glen Canyon reservoir . Indeed the unique mining field together with 
the other mentioned elements give to Glen Canyon, of all the canyons 
of the Colorado, a position of primary historic importance. 

The second objective—the record of historical sites threatened with 
loss by flooding--is also reported here in preliminary form. The rich 
history of the region is documented by the wealth of historical sites or 
places within the reservoir area. As of June 30, 1959, well over 120 
historical sites within the reservoir area have been located in Glen 
Canyon and over 40 have been found in San Juan Canyon within the 
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r e s e r v o i r a r e a . These have been located by field studies in the canyons 
and by r e s e a r c h in l i b r a r i e s and r eco rd col lect ions. Sites located through 
exploration in the canyons may often be identified by name and chronology 
through the documents , and factual data obtained from the r eco rds may 
lead to the location of new s i t e s . Both approaches a r e complimentary. 
It i s doubtful if the h i s to ry of Glen Canyon could be produced wholly from 
the documents; on the other hand the extensive physical evidence of hu­
man action in the canyon is only par t ly self -explanatory. 

A location i s called a h i s to r ica l s i te if there has been a substant ial 
amount of human activity within h is tor ic t imes at the place. In most 
c a se s the re a r e physical indications of use or occupancy. These range 
from minor evidence (prospect p i t s , names and dates inscr ibed on cliff 
wal ls , camp s i t e s , e t c . ) to major r ema ins (mining machinery , roads 
and t r a i l s , dwellings, e t c . ) . Some places such as s t r e a m s , landmarks 
and spr ings , a r e called h i s to r ica l s i t es if they have figured in the h i s ­
to ry of the a r ea in an impor tant way. Prominent geographical features 
bear ing two or more different names have been included somet imes as 
h i s to r i ca l s i t e s . 

The location of 118 h i s to r i ca l s i tes in Glen Canyon is shown on the 
folding map (Fig. 5 0). Each is briefly descr ibed in the l is t following 
the map. This is a p re l imina ry l is t based upon studies so far under ­
taken. Sites located in San Juan Canyon have not been included. It is 
es t imated that between 250 and 300 h i s tor ica l s i t e s will be found within 
the r e s e r v o i r a r e a c rea ted by Glen Canyon dam. Representat ive s i tes 
in both Glen and San Juan canyons a r e i l lus t ra ted in figures 2-49. The 
r e p o r t s to follow will consist of a more detailed r eco rd of the h is tor ica l 
s i t es in the canyons. A final r epor t will br ing all of the ma te r i a l under 
one cover . 

The appended bibliography const i tutes a comprehensive , if not ex­
haust ive, s ta tement of the published l i t e r a tu re pertaining to the his tory 
of the Glen Canyon region. A considerable body of ma te r i a l s consisting 
of newspaper accounts , persona l d i a r i e s , l e t t e r s , and r emin i scences , 
official documents , and court r e c o r d s , has been located but these have 
not been used extensively in the prepara t ion of this r epor t and a r e not 
cited h e r e . 
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A number of persons and institutions have contributed of their time, 
energies information and good will to the research in these investiga­
tions. This help, which I trust has been used wisely, appears in one 
way or another on nearly every page of this report. 

The extensive studies sponsored by the National Park Service 
currently under way in the upper Colorado River basin constitute a 
cooperative research venture of magnitude forming an important 
chapter in the history of the r iver. Jesse D. Jennings, Head, Depart­
ment of Anthropology, and director of the National Park Service--Uni­
versity of Utah project described above, together with his archeological 
and museum staff have offered important assistance. The editorial 
labors of Charles E. Dibble assisted by Mildred F, Treacy have 
helped the historian through the intricacies of anthropological usage 
and style. Angus Woodbury, Division of Biological Sciences, Univer­
sity of Utah, has kindly made available field notes and data prepared 
during the Glen Canyon ecological surveys made under his direction. 
Edward B. Danson, Assistant Director of the Museum of Northern 
Arizona, William Y, Adams, Senior Archeologist, and Katherine 
Bartlett, Librarian, and others of the Museum staff, have shown a 
keen interest in the historical survey. Through the cooperation of 
the Museum, a reconnaissance of San Juan Canyon in May, 1959, was 
made possible. This report has been enriched through the many con­
tributions made from their extensive knowledge of the Navajo country 
by William Y. Adams and Nettie K. Adams. 

The field reconnaissance of the Crossing of the Fathers in June, 
1956, was undertaken under a grant from the University of Utah Re­
search Fund, Leland H. Creer, Head, Department of History, has 
encouraged the research and other colleagues at the University of Utah, 
David E. Miller, Professor of History, Henry J. Webb, Professor of 
English, and Philip C. Sturges, former Director of the University 
Press and Associate Professor of History have accompanied me on 
field t r ips . Graduate students in history, Don R. Mathis and Clarence 
A. Reeder, Jr . , were valued field assistants. The following students 
in history at the University of Utah during the winter quarter, 1959, 
contributed research papers on the mining history of the Glen Canyon 
region: Robert E. Carr ier , Ray B. Confer, Karen Freebairn, Gary B. 
Garlick, Marvin B. Hofeling, John B. Hoyt, Edward G. Keane, Malcolm 
S. Macmillan, Margaret S. McFadden, Robert J. McLaren, Sandra 
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Powell, Ida A. Robson. History student Alfred E. Klemm contributed 
information about the Gunsight Bar area. Gailor L. Schmidt, Depart­
mental Secretary, typed the entire manuscript several times and offered 
constructive criticism. 

E. O. Larsen, Regional Director, and Special Services Officers 
Herbert E. Simison and W. L. Rusho, and others of the Region 4 Office, 
Bureau of Reclamation, Salt Lake City, have helped generously in se ­
veral ways. W. L. Rusho and Bureau photographer, A. E. Turner, at 
Page, contributed materially toward the success of a field trip in March, 
195 9, in Glen Canyon between Kane Creek and the dam site. An article 
on the history of Glen Canyon and brief statement about the historical 
project was published in the Bureau's Reclamation Era for May, 1959. 

S. John Goldenstein, Arthur F. Michalicek, Robert Pruitt, John R. 
Lowe, and Frederick A. Kuhlman, engineers in the Salt Lake City 
offices of the Bureau of Land Management, have given me much detailed 
information about Glen and San Juan canyons. Allen S. Crow of the 
Bureau's Survey Office, Salt Lake City, facilitated the use of town­
ship surveys. Maurine Clifford, Public Inquiries Office, U.S. Geo­
logical Survey, Salt Lake City, has helped a number of times in guiding 
me through the mazes of government documents. 

A. R. Mortensen, Director, Everett L. Cooley, State Archivist, 
John James, Librarian, and the entire staff of the Utah State Historical 
Society, Salt Lake City, have assisted in a fine spirit of cooperation in 
many phases of l ibrary and archival research. A number of l ibraries 
have been visited and their services to and interest in the historical 
project are acknowledged: University of Utah Library, Salt Lake City; 
Historian's Office Library, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
Salt Lake City; Salt Lake Public Library; Bancroft Library, University 
of California, Berkeley; California Section, California State Library, 
Sacramento; the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, San 
Marino, California; Libraries of the Museum of Northern Arizona and 
Arizona State College at Flagstaff; the library and archives of the Mu­
seum of New Mexico, Santa Fe; the Coronado Room, University of New 
Mexico Library, Albuquerque; Western History Department, Denver 
Public Library; the collections of the Colorado State Historical Society, 
Denver, Colorado; Durango Public Library, Durango, Colorado. The 
National Archives, Library of Congress, Office of the Clerk, Supreme 
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Court of the United Sta tes , Washington, D. C. , the Boston Public 
L ib ra ry , the New York Public L i b r a r y and the California Department 
of Water Resou rce s , Sacramento , have responded helpfully to numerous 
inqu i r i es . Arvil la E. Warren, Recorder . San Juan County, Monticello, 
Utah, and Edna Mae Thornton, Recorder , Coconino County, Flagstaff, 
Arizona, grac ious ly made available public r e c o r d s . 

Some have contributed of the i r own personal exper ience in the Glen 
Canyon region or have otherwise been ex t raord inar i ly helpful. They 
a r e : Bil l ie Williams Yost, Flagstaff; P e a r l Biddlecomb Baker , Salt 
Lake City; Lou and Alice Chaffin, Payson, Utah; J. Ken Stithem. LaSal 
National F o r e s t , Moab, Utah; Jean M. Pinkley, Archeologist , Mesa 
Verde National Pa rk ; C. Nelson Day, Ass is tant United States Attorney, 
Salt Lake City; Weldon F . Heald, Tucson, Arizona; Randall Henderson, 
P a l m Dese r t , California; Anne Stanton Burchard , New York City; Edith 
Wire, Salt Lake City; O. Coleman Dunn, Salt Lake City, 

Men with int imate knowledge of the Colorado have shared it: J, Frank 
Wright, Blanding, Utah; Don L. H a r r i s and Malcolm Ellingson, Salt Lake 
City; H a r r y Aleson, Richfield, Utah; Otis Marston, Berkeley, California. 
In the year of his death, ten y e a r s ago, ve teran r ive rman Ber t Loper , 
gave me an introduction to an understanding of the r i ve r and the canyons. 

C. Gregory Crampton 
Department of His tory 
Univers i ty of Utah 
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FIG. 1 
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SPANISH-MEXICAN BACKGROUND.. 1776-1848 

There is prac t ica l ly no evidence to suggest the discovery of Glen 
Canyon, or any portion of the region to be touched by the Glen Canyon 
r e s e r v o i r , before 1776, when the Spanish exploring par ty headed by 
Dominguez and Escalante c rossed the Colorado River at the Crossing 
of the F a t h e r s (site 9) (Figs . 2-7). On the other hand the lower basin, 
below Lees F e r r y , was known to the Spaniards within 5 0 yea r s after 
the d iscovery of Amer ica . That, they assumed the existence of a long 
s t r e a m heading deep in the continent i s evident from an examination of 
sixteenth century Spanish maps . After the occupation of New Mexico 
and par t i cu la r ly following the location of the capital at Santa Fe in 1610, 
Spain was in a favorable position to reach the upper Colorado Before 
17 76 exploring pa r t i e s ranged north and west from Santa Fe and touched 
the r i ve r , or at least the Dolores and Gunnison r i v e r s , within the present 
boundaries of Colorado, c ross ing the upper San Juan enroute . Conceivably 
they might have reached the r i ve r through Spanish Valley at Moab in Utah. 
Spain from Santa Fe ea r ly es tabl ished contact with the Zuhi and Hopi 
vi l lages seen by the Coronado expedition and establ ished miss ions 
among them. 1628-1680. The date 1661 on the walls of Inscript ion 
House at the head of Navajo Canyon suggests an ear ly approach to the 
Navajo Mountain region. 

Before the extensive exploration made by Dominguez and Escalante , 
the La Sal Mountains and the Abajo (Blue) Mountains had been named, but 
documentary evidence of any Spanish d iscovery of the deeply entrenched 
lower course of the San Juan River and of the canyons of the Colorado 
extending from Moab to Lees F e r r y has not been found The date 1642 
(site 101) and the exis tence of a t r a i l , somet imes called the Spanish-
Tra i l , leading to Spanish Bottom in Catarac t Canyon (Mile 213 River 
Map Sheet M; The Needles quad USGS 195 3) may be indications of 
Spanish d iscovery But the f irs t is probably spurious and the second 
is possibly an old Indian t r a i l improved by u s e r s within the last 65 y e a r s . 

The re is abundant physical evidence to show that the Indians in 
h is tor ic t imes have been int imately famil iar with Glen Canyon on both 
s ides of the r i v e r (s i tes 100, 8, 9, 6, 2, 24, 26) (Figs . 8-13). Similar access 
t r a i l s exist, in San Juan Canyon. 
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Between 1776 and 1821. when sovereignty over Spain's dominions in 
North Amer ica fell to Mexico, the re was some Spanish t rading in the 
reg ions d iscovered by Dominguez and Esca lan te , but it was probably 
not until l a t e r , as the caravan t r ade developed between New Mexico 
and California, that the Glen Canyon region was again visited The 
so-ca l led Spanish Tra i l between Santa Fe and San Gabriel , which c rossed 
the Colorado at Moab and the Green at Green River and headed the r iver 
canyons of southern Utah, was opened during the Mexican period and 
Mexican as well as Amer ican t r a d e r s t raveled it. Before 1848. when 
Amer ican rule oegan, the re is at least one recorded c ross ing of Glen 
Canyon, th is at the Cross ing of the Fa the r s by the Antonio Armijo 
par ty m 1829 There were probably o the r s . An en te rpr i s ing French 
fur t r a d e r Denis Julien, even at tempted to navigate Cataract Canyon, 
where he carved his name in 1836. The date 1837 in Glen Canyon {site 
101) may have been made by his par ty . New Mexican t r a d e r s dealing 
in Indian s laves and active in cen t ra l Utah as late as 1852, and Indian 
s l a v e r s operat ing for another eight y e a r s at leas t , quite probably c rossed 
Glen Canyon, but they have left no known t r a c e s . The difficult c ross ings 
at Spanish Bottom, or at the Cross ing of the F a t h e r s , or the easy one at 
Dandy Cross ing {site 75) or e l sewhere , would have served the i r purposes 
be t t e r perhaps than the well t raveled Spanish Tra i l . 

Bibl iographical notes : Spanish-Mexican Background, 1776-1848 

There is an abundant l i t e r a tu r e on the Colorado River , much of it 
technical in scope, t rea t ing of subjects like water use flood control , 
r ec lamat ion and geology. When it comes to h is tory most of the w r i t e r s 
1 ave fallen victim to the c h a r m s cf the Grand Canyon and the lower basin 
The upper basin as a unity s c a r c e l y exis ts in his tor iography; the Glen 
Canyon country has no entity at all Even the r i ve r runners from Powell 
onward have genera l ly r e s t ed the i r pens as they have the i r oa r s in Glen 
Canyon in prepara t ion for the Grand Canyon conquest. In his select ive 
bibl iography Farquhar (195 3) can find few t i t les descr ipt ive of the ent i re 
r i v e r 

Dellenbaugh's work (.1902) c a r r i e s the h is tory of the r i ve r through 
the Brown-Stanton explorat ion. F r e e m a n ' s work (1923) br ings the story 
cf r iver exploration up to that date. Waters (1946) and Corle (1951) 
focus on the Grand Canyon but they do have ma te r i a l of value for the 
upper basin Peat t ie . ed . (1948) has some good chapters on his tory 
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