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UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

ANTHROPOLOGICAL PAPERS

The University of Utah Anthropological Papers are a medium for report-
ing to interested scholars and to the people of Utah research in anthropology
and allied sciences bearing upon the peoples and cultures of the Great Basin
and the West. They include, first, specialized and technical record reports
on Great Basin archeology, ethnology, linguistics, and physical anthropology,
and second, more general articles on anthropological discoveries, problems
and interpretations bearing upon the western regions, from the High Plains
to the Pacific Coast, insofar as they are relevant to human and cultural re-
lations in the Great Basin and surrounding areas.

For the duration of the archeological salvage project for the upper
Colorado River Basin which the University has undertaken by contract agree-
ment with the National Park Service, reports relating to that research pro-
gram are being published as a series within a series, bearing numbers in
the general sequence of the papers as well as their own identifying numbers.

The Glen Canyon subseries will represent a wider range of the sciences
and humanities than the parent series itself. The project provides for stud-
ies of the natural history of the Glen Canyon area and its inhabitants so that
the relations of the prehistoric cultures and their settings will be understood
in depth. As contact with Western peoples and cultures has had a varying
effect upon the native Americans and the land, some papers will be concerned
with the Colorado in the more recent past. Most of the Glen Canyon publi-
cations, however, will be archeological reports.
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PREFACE

Excavations at the Coombs site were undertaken as an adjunct to that
part of the Upper Colorado River Basin Archeological Salvage Project for
which the University of Utah is responsible through contract agreement with
the United States National Park Service. However, digging at this site was
not a salvage operation. It will be 45 mi. from the nearest waters of the
reservoir to be created by the Glen Canyon dam on the Colorado River. It
was chosen for excavation because, from surface indications and from the
small amount of work done there previously, it appeared to be the largest
and most significant site within or adjacent to the areas that will be flooded
west of the Colorado River. The archeological survey of the reservoir area
proper failed to locate any sites that would compare with the Coombs site
either in size or in volume of cultural contents. But the survey did indicate
that pottery found in many of the rock shelters and on numerous small open
sites along the Colorado River and its tributaries was similar to sherds pro-
fusely scattered over the surface of the Coombs site. Furthermore, it was
apparent that architectural remains, a feature rarely found at sites within
the reservoir area, were present at the Coombs site. Therefore, the deci-
sion was made to conduct excavations at the Coombs site in hope of obtaining
information that would enable us to better understand the archeological re-
mains in the region to be inundated by reservoir waters. Additional impor-
tance was assigned the site because of its intermediate position between the
Anasazi culture area to the south and the territory of the Fremont culture
to the north.

Six weeks of June and July, 1958, were spent in excavation. Work was
initiated, and conducted for two weeks, by a crew of seven volunteers from
the St. Marks School for Boys, Salt Lake City, under the direction of Jesse
D. Jennings and James H. Gunnerson, of the University of Utah, assisted
by William Lipe. During the remainder of the season, the work was continued
by 12 students enrolled in the Archeological Field Session of the University
of Colorado, under my direction. This course is designed to train students
in archeological techniques by having them participate in all phases of an
actual field project.

The success of this program directly reflects the very conscientious

labors of these two groups of students. To each of the participants my
appreciation for a job well done is extended. The students from St. Marks
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were: Joseph Bernalfo, Patrick Gibbons, Robert Jager, John Merkley,
David Schwartz, Robert Wissmar, and Carl Woolsey. William Purdy,
teacher of history at the school, accompanied the group. Members of the
University of Colorado Field Session were: Ardelle Anderson, William
Buckles, Wayne Coon, Loudell Fromme, James Haug, Wilfred Husted,
George King, Richard Ross, Robert Walsh, all from the University of
Colorado; Audrey Buell, from the University of New Mexico, Mary Mulroy
from Barnard College, and Ellen Sparry, from Columbia University. Special
thanks are due the department of anthropology, University of Utah, for the
fine cooperation and assistance rendered the University of Colorado group.

I am most appreciative of the assistance given by J. Richard Ambler,
who served as my assistant in directing the field work; by George King,
who assisted in the mapping of the site and prepared plans used in the pre-
paration of several of the maps in this report; and by Mary Mulroy, who
helped in the laboratory analysis of the specimens from the site. Identifi-
cation of certain specimens kindly has been furnished by University of Utah
personnel. The mammal bones were studied by Stephen D. Durrant, Pro-
fessor of Zoology, and by M. Raymond Lee, graduate student in zoology.
Identification of stone utilized for artifacts was made by Norman C. Williams,
Associate Professor of Geology.

My wife, Florence Cline Lister, has contributed immeasurably to the
project, both in the field and in the laboratory. Her analysis of the large
collection of potsherds is a significant contribution and is basic to an under-
standing of the cultural affiliations and age of the Coombs site.

Qur field camp was established on the property of Jim Haws, and the
site is located on land belonging to Eph Coombs. We are most grateful to
Mr. Haws for letting us set up our camp, and use the buildings, on his
property, and to Mr. Coombs for permission to excavate on his land. Other
residents of Boulder, Utah, especially Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Moosman and
Irene King, were generous in their assistance throughout our stay in the
field.

Our notions relative to the importance of the Coombs site, held prior
to excavation, were intensified during the digging season and even more so
during the laboratory analysis of the materials recovered. Since the
1958 season allowed for the exploration of only a part of the ruin, plans
have been made to return during the summer of 1959 in order to continue



the excavation program. Therefore, this report must be considered pre-
liminary, since it deals only with the results of the first season's activities.
It primarily will be a descriptive account. Conclusions must await the
additional field work. For a fuller statement of the Glen Canyon project

and its history and design, see Jennings (1959).
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INTRODUCTION

The archeological site at Boulder, Garfield County, southern Utah, which
we have named the Coombs site (Fig. 1), was visited by parties from the
Peabody Museum, Harvard University, as early as 1927. It first was re-
oorted upon by Noel Morss in 1931. This account (Morss, 1931) is basically
a description of the Fremont culture, but it includes a brief reference to the
Coombs site (referred to as Site 1, by Morss) and the small-scale excava-
tions undertaken there in 1928.

Morss noted the location of the site upon a small hillock, pointed out
that there are remnants of several groups of masonry rooms at the top of
the hill, and described the finding of three burials in a sandy drift along the
southern face of the hill. He also mentioned that several burials had been
uncovered on this slope, by local diggers, prior to his explorations.

The sherds collected by Morss from the surface of the site were char-
acterized by a preponderance of corrugated ware. He also obtained small
amounts of black-on-white, red, polychrome, and gray sherds. He identi-
fied the designs on the black-on-white pottery as similar to designs on
Pueblo II pottery of the "Proto-Kayenta'' period of northern Arizona. The
polychrome sherds also were identified as belonging to the ""Proto-Kayenta
or Tusayan polychrome period.'" Thus Morss believed that the pottery at
the Coombs site indicated that the village had been occupied by Pueblo
(Anasazi) peoples whose culture resembled that present in the Kayenta area
of northern Arizona in Pueblo II times. In addition, he noted that the re-
mains at the Coombs site differed from those of the Fremont culture drain-
age to the north. Our 1958 excavations add support to these general assump-
tions made by Morss.

Following Morss's visit additional burials were removed from the
southern slope of the site by local pot hunters. This activity was stimulated,
in part, by the widening of a road along the base of the hill by a road grader.
The road cut exposed deposits of refuse as well as several burials. Most
of the pottery vessels recovered from these burials still are in the posses-
sion of residents of Boulder. A few shallow pits were dug on the top of the
hill but were abandoned as unproductive before doing damage to any of the
house remains.
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In 1955 the Coombs site was examined by James H. Gunnerson during a
reconnaissance conducted by the Utah Statewide Archeological Survey for
the department of anthropology of the University of Utah. The concern of
that particular reconnaissance, as reported by Gunnerson in 1957, was within
the area of the Fremont culture, hence little mention is made of the Coombs
site except to note that material from the site does not closely resemble
Fremont material.

The reasons for selecting the Coombs site for excavation in 1958 have
been outlined in the preface to this paper. The site is located in the small,
unincorporated community of Boulder. It occupies the top of a hill which
rises about 20 ft. above the surrounding terrain on the north, south, and
east sides. On the west, the hill is not as sharply defined since it slopes
to higher ground in that direction. A dirt road runs along the southern
edge of the hill, and a fenced easement for a road extends north-south
across the top of the hill and over the site. The latter, however, has never
been used as a road. Excavations in 1958 were confined to the area east of
the unused roadway which is utilized as a pasture for livestock by Eph Coombs.
It is obvious from surface indications that the site extends west across the
roadway and onto the property of Jim Haws. Several buildings on the Haws'
property are built upon ruins of the site

Today, there are meadows. alfalfa fields. and garden plots around the
hill on which the site is located. All of these are recent developments made
possible by the construction of an irrigation system which brings water to
the lands of the community from nearby streams. Formerly the hill, and
the country around it, probably was covered with scattered growth of sage-
brush, greasewood, junipers, and grasses.

Boulder is situated on the southern flank of the Aquarius Plateau, some-
times locally referred to as Boulder Mountain, in the transitional zone be-
tween the fairly smooth, well watered, vegetation-clad slopes of the plateau
and the rugged, sere, barren canyon lands that border the Colorado River.
Elevation is approximately 6700 ft. Boulder Creek, a rushing mountain
stream tributary to the Escalante River, flows through the community a
short distance west of the site.

The location is one which would have been quite amenable to settlement
by Anasazi pecople. Farming was basic to Anasazi culture, and in the
Boulder area there are arable lands and water. There is even the possibility



that irrigation was practiced by the Indians, since local residents speak of
having found what appeared to be evidences of ditches when the region was
first settled by the present occupants. The nearby Aquarius Plateau un-
doubtedly was an excellent hunting territory. It still supports a large
population of deer and other mammals. Building materials, in the form

of sandstone and caliche, were abundant, and pottery clay must have been
available, judging from the large amount of pottery recovered from the site.
Igneous rocks and chalcedonies, which occur in the vicinity, were suitable
for grinding, cutting, and piercing implements. The climate of the locality
is favorable to year round occupation. The elevation is sufficient to produce
pleasant summers, but the region is not high enough to experience severe
winters.

The attractiveness of the area for Indian occupation is exemplified by
the number of sites found near Boulder. A hasty survey recorded 28 sites
within a radius of 1 1/2 mi. of the Coombs site (Fig. 2). Although none of
these sites are as extensive as the Coombs site, there are five sites where
architectural remains were observed. In addition, there are eight camp-
sites and numerous locations identified as chipping areas, where stone
implements and flakes of stone were observed. Pottery found on the habi-
tation sites and on the campsites belongs to the same complex of wares
obtained at the Coombs site.

Standard excavation procedures were employed at the Coombs site.
Exploratory trenches were dug, and all features revealed by this technique
were excavated as completely as was allowed by the time limit imposed by
the length of the field session. Two long trenches were dug at a right angle
to one another across the eastern part of the site in order to expose the
surface of the hill upon which the village was constructed as well as to
locate any features that might occur within them. These will be referred
to as the north-south trench and the east-west trench. Seven additional
shorter trenches were placed across promising areas on the eastern por-
tion of the hilltop. All notes, photographs, and specimens resulting from
the excavations were sent to the Laboratory of Anthropology, University of
Utah, where they were processed and filed or stored. The laboratory
analysis of these materials, and the preparation of this report, were begun
in December, 1958.



STATE HIGHWAY 54 )

B MmoosaAN HOUSE
HAWS HOUSE

o

\

.‘.\‘
~ug e
o

- \ A
AINGS STORE AND HOUSE c’°r<€"\
<
/A“:"'

* SITE WITH ARCHI-
TECTURAL REMAINS

O CAMPSITE
Y, criprmve arca
o Ya Yamu.

e —
APPROX. SCALE

Fig.

2.
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Fig. 3. Coombs site and environs from Schoolhouse Ridge.
Site is located in center of photograph to left of road. Looking
east.

Fig. 4. Coombs site prior to excavation. Schoolhouse Ridge
in distance. Looking west.
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Fig. 5. Coombs site during excavation. Looking west.

Fig. 6. Initial exploratory trenches. Looking north.
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