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PREFACE 

Excavations at the Coombs si te were undertaken as an adjunct to that 
par t of the Upper Colorado River Basin Archeological Salvage Projec t for 
which the Univers i ty of Utah is respons ib le through contract agreement with 
the United States National Pa rk Service . However, digging at this si te was 
not a salvage operat ion. It will be 45 mi . from the nea re s t wa te r s of the 
r e s e r v o i r to be crea ted by the Glen Canyon dam on the Colorado River . It 
was chosen for excavation because , from surface indications and from the 
smal l amount of work done the re previously, it appeared to be the l a rges t 
and most significant s i te within or adjacent to the a r e a s that will be flooded 
west of the Colorado River The archeological survey of the r e s e r v o i r a r ea 
p roper failed to locate any s i tes that would compare with the Coombs site 
e i ther in s ize or in volume of cul tural contents . But the survey did indicate 
that pot tery found in many of the rock she l t e r s and on numerous smal l open 
s i t e s along the Colorado River and i t s t r i bu t a r i e s was s imi la r to she rds p r o ­
fusely sca t t e red over the surface of the Coombs s i te . F u r t h e r m o r e , it was 
apparent that a rch i t ec tu ra l r e m a i n s , a feature r a r e l y found at s i tes within 
the r e s e r v o i r a r e a , were p resen t at the Coombs s i te . Therefore , the deci ­
sion was made to conduct excavations at the Coombs site in hope of obtaining 
information that would enable us to be t ter understand the archeological r e ­
mains in the region to be inundated by r e s e r v o i r w a t e r s . Additional impor ­
tance was assigned the si te because of i ts in te rmedia te position between the 
Anasazi cul ture a r e a to the south and the t e r r i t o r y of the Fremont cul ture 
to the nor th . 

Six weeks of June and July, 1958, were spent in excavation. Work was 
init iated, and conducted for two weeks , by a crew of seven volunteers from 
the St. Marks School for Boys, Salt Lake City, under the direct ion of J e s s e 
D. Jennings and J a m e s H. Gunnerson, of the Universi ty of Utah, ass i s ted 
by William Lipe. During the r ema inde r of the season, the work was continued 
by 12 students enrol led in the Archeological Field Session of the Universi ty 
of Colorado, under my di rec t ion. This course is designed to t r a in students 
in archeological techniques by having them par t ic ipa te in all phases of an 
actual field project . 

The succes s of this p r o g r a m di rec t ly ref lects the very conscientious 
labors of these two groups of s tudents . To each of the par t ic ipants my 
appreciat ion for a job well done is extended. The students from St. Marks 
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were : Joseph Bernalfo, Pa t r i ck Gibbons, Robert Jager , John Merkley, 
David Schwartz, Robert Wis smar , and Car l Woolsey. William Purdy, 
teacher of h i s to ry at the school, accompanied the group Members of the 
Univers i ty of Colorado Field Session were : Ardel le Anderson, William 
Buckles, Wayne Coon, Loudell F r o m m e , J ames Haug, Wilfred Husted, 
George King, Richard Ross , Robert Walsh, all from the Universi ty of 
Colorado; Audrey Buell, from the Univers i ty of New Mexico, Mary Mulroy 
from Barnard College, and Ellen Sparry , from Columbia Universi ty . Special 
thanks a r e due the depar tment of anthropology, Universi ty of Utah, for the 
fine cooperat ion and a s s i s t ance rendered the Universi ty of Colorado group. 

I am most apprecia t ive of the a s s i s t ance given by J. Richard Ambler , 
who se rved as my ass i s tan t in d i rec t ing the field work; by George King, 
who a s s i s t ed in the mapping of the si te and p repared plans used in the p r e ­
parat ion of s eve ra l of the maps in this repor t ; and by Mary Mulroy, who 
helped in the l abora tory analys is of the spec imens from the s i te . Identifi­
cation of cer ta in spec imens kindly has been furnished by Universi ty of Utah 
personnel . The mammal bones were studied by Stephen D. Durrant , P r o ­
fessor of Zoology, and by M. Raymond Lee, graduate student in zoology. 
Identification of stone uti l ized for ar t i fac ts was made by Norman C. Will iams, 
Associa te P r o f e s s o r of Geology. 

My wife, F lo rence Cline L i s t e r , has contributed immeasurab ly to the 
project , both in the field and in the labora tory . Her analysis of the large 
collection of potsherds is a significant contribution and is basic to an under ­
standing of the cul tura l affiliations and age of the Coombs s i te . 

Our field camp was es tabl ished on the proper ty of J im Haws, and the 
s i te i s located on land belonging to Eph Coombs. We a re most grateful to 
Mr. Haws for lett ing us set up our camp, and use the buildings, on his 
p roper ty , and to Mr. Coombs for pe rmiss ion to excavate on his land. Other 
r es iden t s of Boulder, Utah, especia l ly Mr. and Mrs . Doyle Moosman and 
I rene King, were generous in the i r a s s i s t ance throughout our stay in the 
field. 

Our notions re la t ive to the impor tance of the Coombs s i te , held p r io r 
to excavation, were intensified during the digging season and even more so 
during the l abora tory ana lys is of the m a t e r i a l s r ecovered . Since the 
1958 season allowed for the explorat ion of only a par t of the ruin, plans 
have been made to r e t u r n during the s u m m e r of 1959 in o rder to continue 
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the excavation p r o g r a m Therefore , this r epor t must be considered p r e ­
l iminary , s ince it deals only with the r e su l t s of the first s eason ' s act ivi t ies . 
It p r i m a r i l y will be a descr ip t ive account. Conclusions must await the 
additional field work. For a fuller s ta tement of the Glen Canyon project 
and i ts h i s to ry and design, see Jennings (1959). 
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INTRODUCTION 

The archeological s i te at Boulder, Garfield County, southern Utah, which 
we have named the Coombs si te (Fig. 1), was visited by par t i es from the 
Peabody Museum, Harvard Univers i ty , as ea r ly as 1927. It f irst was r e ­
ported upon by Noel Morss in 1931. This account (Morss , 1931) is basical ly 
a descript ion of the F remont cul ture , but it includes a brief re ference to the 
Coombs si te ( re fe r red to as Site 1, by Morss) and the sma l l - s ca l e excava­
tions undertaken the re in 1928. 

Morss noted the location of the si te upon a smal l hillock, pointed out 
that the re a r e r emnan t s of s eve ra l groups of masonry rooms at the top of 
the hill , and descr ibed the finding of th ree bur ia l s in a sandy drift along the 
southern face of the hill . He a lso mentioned that severa l bur ia l s had been 
uncovered on this s lope, by local d iggers , p r io r to his explorat ions . 

The she rds collected by Morss from the surface of the si te were c h a r ­
ac te r ized by a preponderance of cor rugated ware . He a lso obtained smal l 
amounts of b lack-on-whi te , red , polychrome, and gray s h e r d s . He ident i­
fied the designs on the b lack-on-whi te pot tery as s imi l a r to designs on 
Pueblo II pot tery of the "Pro to-Kayen ta" period of nor thern Arizona. The 
polychrome she rds a lso were identified as belonging to the "Proto-Kayenta 
or Tusayan polychrome per iod. " Thus Morss believed that the pot tery at 
the Coombs s i te indicated that the village had been occupied by Pueblo 
(Anasazi) peoples whose cul ture r e sembled that present in the Kayenta a r ea 
of nor the rn Arizona in Pueblo II t i m e s . In addition, he noted that the r e ­
mains at the Coombs si te differed from those of the Fremont cul ture d ra in ­
age to the nor th . Our 1958 excavations add support to these general a s s u m p ­
tions made by M o r s s . 

Following M o r s s ' s visit additional bur ia l s were removed from the 
southern slope of the s i te by local pot hun te r s . This activity was s t imulated, 
in par t , by the widening of a road along the base of the hill by a road g rade r . 
The road cut exposed deposi ts of refuse as well as s eve ra l bu r i a l s . Most 
of the pot tery ves se l s r ecove red from these bur ia l s st i l l a r e in the p o s s e s ­
sion of r e s iden t s of Boulder. A few shallow pits were dug on the top of the 
hill but were abandoned as unproductive before doing damage to any of the 
house r e m a i n s . 
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Fig. 1. General location map. 



In 1955 the Coombs si te was examined by James H. Gunnerson during a 
reconna issance conducted by the Utah Statewide Archeological Survey for 
the depar tment of anthropology of the Universi ty of Utah. The concern of 
that pa r t i cu la r r econna i ssance , as repor ted by Gunnerson in 1957. was within 
the a r e a of the F remont cul ture , hence lit t le mention is made of the Coombs 
si te except to note that ma te r i a l from the si te does not closely r e semble 
F remont ma te r i a l 

The r ea sons for select ing the Coombs si te for excavation in 1958 have 
been outlined in the preface to this paper . The site is located in the smal l , 
unincorporated community of Boulder. It occupies the top of a hill which 
r i s e s about 20 ft, above the surrounding t e r r a i n on the north, south, and 
east s ides . On the west the hill is not as sharply defined since it slopes 
to higher ground in that di rect ion. A dir+ road runs along the southern 
edge of the hill, and a fenced easement for a road extends north- south 
a c r o s s the top of the hill and over the s i te . The la t te r , however, has never 
been used as a road. Excavations in 1958 were confined to the a rea east of 
the unused roadway which is util ized as a pas ture for l ivestock by Eph Coombs. 
It is obvious from surface indications that the si te extends west a c r o s s the 
roadway and onto the p roper ty of J im Haws Several buildings on the Haws' 
p roper ty a r e built upon ru ins of the si te 

Today, there a r e meadows, alfalfa fields and garden plots around the 
hill on which the si te is located All of these a r e recent developments made 
possible by the construct ion of an i r r iga t ion sys tem which brings water to 
the lands of the community from nearby s t r e a m s . F o r m e r l y the hill, and 
the country around it, probably was covered with sca t te red growth of sage ­
brush , greasewood, jun ipers , and g r a s s e s , 

Boulder is si tuated on the southern flunk of the Aquarius Plateau, s o m e ­
t imes locally r e f e r r e d to as Boulder Mountain, in the t rans i t ional zone be ­
tween the fair ly smooth, well watered, vegetat ion-clad slopes of the plateau 
and the rugged, s e r e , b a r r e n canyon lands that border the Colorado River . 
Elevation is approximate ly 6700 ft. Boulder Creek, a rushing mountain 
s t r e a m t r ibu ta ry to the Esca lan te River , flows through the community a 
short d is tance west of the s i te . 

The location is one which would have been quite amenable to set t lement 
by Anasazi people. Fa rming was basic to Anasazi cul ture , and in the 
Boulder a rea the re a r e a rab le lands and water . There is even the possibil i ty 
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that i r r iga t ion was pract iced by the Indians, s ince local res idents speak of 
having found what appeared to be evidences of ditches when the region was 
f i rs t set t led by the present occupants . The nearby Aquarius Plateau un­
doubtedly was an excellent hunting t e r r i t o r y . It st i l l supports a large 
population of deer and other m a m m a l s . Building m a t e r i a l s , in the form 
of sandstone and cal iche, were abundant, and pottery clay must have been 
avai lable , judging from the large amount of pottery recovered from the s i te . 
Igneous rocks and chalcedonies, which occur in the vicinity, were suitable 
for grinding, cutting and pierc ing implements The cl imate of the locality 
is favorable to year round occupation. The elevation is sufficient to produce 
pleasant s u m m e r s , but the region is not high enough to experience severe 
w i n t e r s . 

The a t t r ac t iveness of the a r e a for Indian occupation is exemplified by 
the number of s i tes found near Boulder . A hasty survey recorded 28 s i tes 
within a rad ius of 1 1/2 mi. of the Coombs site (Fig. 2). Although none of 
these s i tes a r e as extensive as the Coombs s i te , there a r e five s i tes where 
a rch i t ec tu ra l r ema ins were observed. In addition, there a r e eight camp­
s i t e s and numerous locations identified as chipping a r e a s , where stone 
implements and flakes of stone were observed. Po t te ry found on the habi­
tation s i tes and on the camps i tes belongs to the same complex of wares 
obtained at. the Coombs s i te . 

Standard excavation p rocedures were employed at the Coombs s i te . 
Explora tory t r enches were dug, and all features revealed by this technique 
were excavated as completely as was allowed by the t ime l imit imposed by 
the length of the field sess ion . Two long t r enches were dug at a right angle 
to one another a c r o s s the ea s t e rn par t of the si te in order to expose the 
sur face of the hill upon which the village was constructed as well as to 
locate any features that might occur within them. These will be r e fe r red 
to as the nor th-south t rench and the eas t -wes t t rench . Seven additional 
s h o r t e r t r enches were placed a c r o s s promis ing a r e a s on the eas te rn por ­
tion of the hil l top. All notes , photographs, and spec imens resul t ing from 
the excavations were sent to the Labora to ry of Anthropology, Universi ty of 
Utah, where they were p rocessed and filed or s tored . The labora tory 
analys is of these m a t e r i a l s , and the prepara t ion of this repor t , were begun 
in December , 1958. 
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Fig. 2. Sites in immediate vicinity of Boulder, Utah. 



Fig. 3. Coombs s i te and environs from Schoolhouse Ridge. 
Site is located in center of photograph to left of road. Looking 
eas t . 

Fig . 4 . Coombs site pr ior to excavation. Schoolhouse Ridge 
in dis tance. Looking west . 
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Fig. 5. Coombs site during excavation. Looking west. 
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Fig. 6. Initial exploratory t renches . Looking north. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE 1958 SEASON 

Six weeks of invest igat ions at the Coombs s i te during the s u m m e r of 
1958 resu l ted in the excavation of the following fea tures : 

1. Nine explora tory t r enches were dug at var ious local i t ies in the eas te rn 
par t of the s i te . These succeeded in locating th ree s t r uc tu r e s and a borrow 
pit from which caliche had been dug and which subsequently was filled with 
re fuse . F u r t h e r m o r e , the t r enches revealed the nature of the cultural and 
na tura l deposits at the s i te . 

2. The three s t r u c t u r e s located by the tes t t r enches were excavated, and 
approximate ly half of the midden deposit in the borrow pit was removed. 

3. St ructure A is an L-shaped unit containing nine smal l r ooms , believed 
to have been used p r i m a r i l y for s to rage purposes , and five l a rge r rooms 
which served as habi tat ions. It is constructed of stone masonry and jacal , 
and grew by accre t ion . 

4. S t ruc tures B and C a r e s ing le - roomed, isolated dwellings, built of 
j aca l . 

5. Two s t ruc tu r e s which appear to post date the s t r uc tu r e s l isted above 
were par t ia l ly excavated. 

The excavations of the tes t t r enches , borrow pit, and th ree s t r uc tu r e s 
have produced a la rge collection of spec imens . 

1. Po t she rds obtained totaled 23, 668. Over 19, 000 of these a r e c o r r u ­
gated, predominate ly Moenkopi Corrugated. Also present a r e she rds of 
Tusayan White Ware , Tsegi Orange Ware, San Juan Red Ware, Tusayan 
Gray Ware (other than corrugated ), Sevier Gray Ware, and Fremont ware . 
A sma l l quantity of in t rus ive she rds of Cibola White Ware and San Juan 
White Ware were obtained. Sixty whole or par t ia l ly r e s to rab le vesse l s a r e 
in the collection from the s i te . 

2. Chipped stone implement s , all of which were made of chalcedony, 
include blades and points , d r i l l s , and notched flakes. A smal l , nar row, 
t r i angu la r blade with concave base occur red most frequently. All dr i l ls a r e 
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