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The University of Utah Anthropological Papers are a medium for reporting 
to interested scholars and to the people of Utah research in anthropology and al­
lied sciences bearing upon the peoples and cultures of the Great Basin and the 
West. They include, first, specialized and technical record reports on Great 
Basin archeology, ethnology, linguistics, and physical anthropology, and second, 
more general articles on anthropological discoveries, problems and interpreta­
tions bearing upon the western regions, from the High Plains to the Pacific Coast, 
insofar as they are relevant to human and cultural relations in the Great Basin 
and surrounding areas. 

For the duration of the archeological salvage project for the upper Colorado 
River Basin which the University has undertaken by contract agreement with the 
National Park Service, reports relating to that research program are being pub­
lished as a series within a ser ies , bearing numbers in the general sequence of 
the papers as well as their own identifying numbers. 

The Glen Canyon subseries will represent a wider range of the sciences and 
humanities than the parent series itself. The project provides for studies of the 
natural history of the Glen Canyon area and its inhabitants so that the relations of 
the prehistoric cultures and their settings will be understood in depth. As contact 
with Western peoples and cultures has had a varying effect upon the native Ameri­
cans and the land, some papers will be concerned with the Colorado in the more 
recent past. Most of the Glen Canyon publications, however, will be archeological 
reports. 
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Fig. 1. Expeditions of Jacob Hamblin in the region of the Colorado. 
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1 . I N T R O D U C T I O N 

M o r m o n C o l o n i z a t i o n 

Upon their a r r iva l in the Great Basin a r e a , the Mormon leaders immediately 
planned the exploration of i ts various valleys with a view to the location of suitable 
s i tes for additional se t t lements , for it was real ized that the Great Salt Lake Valley 
was too limited in r e sources to meet the needs for an anticipated population of 
75,000. As a resu l t , within a decade approximately 100 inner-cordon set t lements 
had been founded (see Hunter, 1914, 361-66, which includes a list of colonies found­
ed under the direction of Pres ident Young, and Rober ts , 1930, 475-88). These ex­
tended from Bear Lake on the north to the Rio Virgin on the south, a distance of 
450 mi le s . The new towns paral leled the Wasatch and other ranges of mountains, 
nestling close to thei r western edges as if to escape the western deser t . Settlements 
were c loser together in the northern a reas but became more scat tered as the south 
ern waste lands were reached. 

The following were principal inner-cordon se t t lements , founded within the 
l imits of the present s tate of Utah: Sessions Settlement (Bountiful) and Farmington 
in Davis County; Ogden in Weber County, founded in 1848 by Captain James Brown, 
who purchased the Goodyear Trac t for $1,950, Cedar City, Paragonah and Parowan 
in Iron County; F i l lmore , the designated t e r r i t o r i a l capital; Scipio, Holden, Kanosh, 
and Oasis in Millard County, Beaver in Beaver County, founded by the people of 
Parowan as a convenient stopping place over the monotonous 90 mile s t re tch north­
ward to Fi l lmore; Manti and For t Ephraim in Sanpete County, the former founded 
as the di rect resul t of a request of Chief Walker, that the Mormons make a se t t l e ­
ment among his people, Nephi in Juab County; and Provo, Springville, Spanish Fork, 
Pa lmyra , Lehi (Dry Creek), American Fork , Payson and Santaquin in Utah County. 

All of these communal set t lements had common t ra i t s or charac te r i s t i c s . 
All were typically New England in pat tern, — well organized, carefully planned, 
cooperative ventures . Prac t ica l ly all were walled in or at least contained a fort 
for protection. 

On August 23, 1853, the ward bishops and members of the city council of 
Salt Lake City unanimously agreed to build a wall around the city, with a ditch or 
moat surrounding the wall on the outside. "It was decided to make the wall six feet 
thick at the bottom, to be ca r r i ed up with an equal slope on each face to six feet high, 
where it would be two and a half feet thick; thence to be ca r r i ed up at that thickness 
six feet higher , and rounded at the top. The wall , though never completed entirely 
around the city, was about six miles in extent" (see History of Brigham Young, 
M s . , 1853, 99-100, and Rober ts , 1930, Vol. 4, 53). 
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The fort at Manti was typical of other Utah for t s . "It has a gate on the west 
side in the center of the wall, and round bastions at the northwest and southwest 
co rne r s . The wall is eight, feet and two feet thick and is set upon a foundation of 
stone three feet wide. The fort cost 610 days labor for men and boys over sixteen, 
85 for boys under sixteen, and 125 days ' team work. It was intended to build the 
tithing s tore in the center of the fart . " (Deseret News, June 27, 1852). 

All were laid out with broad s t r ee t s intersecting at right angles after the ex­
ample of Great Salt Lake City. The meeting house and the school house, often one 
and the same , was usually the only public building. The larger centers only afford­
ed the luxury of a s tore and the gr is t mill was a later innovation. There were the 
typical blacksmith and shoe shops; these were not separate establ ishments , but 
mere ly extensions of the a r t i san ' s home or property. 

Upon a r r iva l in the valley, the immigrant families were either temporar i ly 
d is t r ibuted among the permanent res idents or allowed to encamp on selected s i t e s , 
pending distribution la ter to other communit ies . The names of those to be sent as 
colonists to other towns were announced publicly at the conclusion of religious 
se rv ice . During the October Conference in 1853, for example, "fifty families were 
designated to go to Iron County; fifty to Fi l lmore in Millard County; fifty to Tooele 
County, fifty to Sanpete (County); fifty to Boxelder (County); fifty to Juab (County); 
while Orson Hyde was sent to make a permanent sett lement on the Green River 
near For t Br idger" (Neff 1940 , 216) „ Equally important was the policy of dis t r ibut­
ing the apostles throughout the t e r r i t o r y r a t h e r than having them all res ide at Salt 
Lake City. Communities thus formed made for a hard life - - "comforts and advan­
tages were few, social life was provincial; on the other hand, life was wholesome 
and the exigencies of the situation developed to a remarkable degree a very highly 
integrated sys tem of cooperation" (Creer 1947, 363). 

The Mormon Church, which initiated the group sett lement plan and the farm 
village, supported these institutions long after the f irs t frontier period was over. 
A le t ter from John Taylor , President of the Church, written in 1882 to Stake President 
William B. Pres ton of Logan, Utah, makes it very clear that the Mormon village was 
more than a protective device against the Indians. "In all cases in making new 
se t t lements , " Taylor wrote , "the Saints should be advised to gather together in 
vil lages, as has been our custom from the t ime of our ear l ies t sett lement in these 
mountain valleys. The advantages of this plan, instead of care less ly scat ter ing out 
over a wide extent of country, a re many and obvious to those who have a des i re to 
se rve the Lord. By this means the p-eople can retain thei r ecclesiast ical organiza­
t ions, have regular meetings of the quorums of the priesthood, and establish and 
maintain day and Sunday schools. They can a lso cooperate for the good of all in 
financial affairs . building bridges , and other necessa ry improvements . Fur ther 
than this they The villages) are a mutual protection and a source of strength against 
horse and cattle th ieves , land jumpers , e tc . , and against hostile Indians, should 
there be any, while their compact organization gives them many advantages of a 
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social and civic charac ter which might be lost, misapplied or fr i t tered away by 
spreading out so thinly that inter-communication is chfficult, dangerous, inconven­
ient, and expensive" (John Taylor to William B. Pres ton in Stegner 1942, 30-1) 

And says Stegner by way of comment "That puts it fairly succinctly. The 
Mormon village is a social , economic, educational and religious unit, the sor t of 
unit that best met conditions on the frontier and after the frontier had almost 
passed. . . By revelation and accident and adaptation, the Mormons discovered what 
the cliff-dwellers had discovered centuries before, that the only way to be a fa rmer 
in the Great Basin and on the deser t plateaus of the Colorado watershed was to be 
a group fa rmer . " And Stegner continues: "These a re the things that a t rave ler notices 
even in a brief visit to the Mormon county. T r e e s and villages and ward houses, in­
tensive i r r igat ion farming, the constant evidences of cooperative effort. The pattern 
is not the usual American pattern, in many ways the life and the institutions it has 
produced a re unique. And it is endlessly repetit ive - - everywhere in the Mormon 
country, somet imes hundreds of miles from the center at Salt Lake City, you can 
see the same things going on in the same kind of ward houses in the same kind of 
villages on the same nights of the week. You can see the same lush fields and the 
same charac te r i s t ic t r e e s (Lombardy poplars) , and the same villages perched in 
the midst of the s c r a p of cultivable land that supports them, hives in the middle of 
the clover field" (Stegner 1942, 31-32). 

Mormon outposts or the outer-cordon set t lements were projected by Brigham 
Young for the following reasons: (1) accomodation for incoming emigrants , (2) paci­
fication of the aborigines who threatened on occasion to destroy the lines of communi­
cation with distant commercia l m a r t s ; (3) breaking of the long haul between eastern 
and western t rave l points through the establishment of convenient supply or rest ing 
stat ions; (4) s t ra tegic posts to ward off unfriendly mil i tary invasion from without; 
and (5) expansion through the establishment of key localities through which the 
spreading of the Gospel might resu l t . The major Mormon outposts were San Be rna r ­
dino, Yerba Buena (San Francisco) and New Hope:, California; Genoa and Las Vegas, 
Nevada, For t Lemhi (Salmon River) , Idaho, For t s Bridger and Supply, Wyoming, and 
the Elk Mountain Mission, near Moab, Utah. 

T h e C o l o r a d o R e g i o n 

Perhaps the most inhospitable a rea in the United States, but most certainly in 
Utah, is the region of the Colorado. It is a horr ibly rough country, offering few 
facilities to sustain life. Even today it is possible to die there of th i rs t or from having 
lost one's way. For 1000 miles along the east and southern sides of the state of Utah, 
from Green River to Boulder Dam, one can c ross the Colorado River and plateau at 
only three p laces . Speaking of the reconnaissance of this a rea by Powell and Thomp­
son in 1869 and 1871, Stegner adds: "The s t r eam Thompson tentatively called 
Potato Creek was a t r ibutary of the Colorado but one that both the 1869 and 1871 r iver 
par t ies entirely missed . Its mouth was not even shown on the map of the United States. 
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Thompson called it the Escalante after the first white man known to have crossed 
that wi lderness , not quite a hundred years before. The gray-green peaks he 
thought of as the Dirty Devil Mountains were the last mountain range to go onto the 
map also; the name they would finally bear was that of Powell 's f i rs t and most he lp­
ful friend in Washington, Joseph Henry. " And Stegner continues: "The magnificent 
Kaiparowits Plateau is a perfect setting for anybody. Wooded clear across its 
11, 500 foot top, studded with a hundred lakes . " Boulder Mountain, extending nor th­
ward, "offers from any part of its per iphery not only the charm of its own mountain 
scenery and cl imate, but views to take the breath, southeastward to the Henry Moun­
tains on the edge of the Colorado; southwestward over the deser t to the knife-edge of 
the Kaiparowits; northward across the toothed comb of the Waterpocket Fold to 
Thousand Lake Mountain climbing from its red base courses to its c res t of dark 
lava and darker sp ruce" (Stegner 1954, 142-3). 

There a re few towns in the Kaiparowits — Boulder, Escalante , Cannonville, 
Hanksville, Loa, Teasdale , Fremont , Fru i ta and Tor rey - "a handful of hermit 
villages in a region so vast and primitive that it looks lonely on the map" (Whipple 
1945, 90), The first four only, however, have been included in this study and the 
two Colorado F e r r y c ross ings , Hite and Lee ' s F e r r y have been added. Escalante and 
Boulder a re gateways to Hall ' s Crossing and Hole-in-the-Rock, Hanksville for Hite 
or Dandy Crossing, and Cannonville for the Pahreah River and its approaches to 
Lee ' s F e r r y . 
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2 . T H E M O R M O N T O W N S 

B o u l d e r 

Boulder, at the base of Boulder Mountain, is probably the most isolated vi l ­
lage in Utah. Its nea res t neighbors a re Escalante and Fremont . 30 miles away, 
and it is 220 miles from the neares t ra i l road. East of the town for 120 miles there 
is no single known white inhabitant. Its elevation is 6670 ft. In 1940 its population 
numbered 216. The name Boulder was applied because of the numerous, mass ive , 
var i -co lored boulders which surround the town. The a rea has "green alfalfa fields, 
grazing cattle and sca t te red ranch houses , in amazing contrast to the deser t wastes 
and rocky fas tnesses surrounding the country" (Gregory 1941,, 240). The tiny town 
was isolated from the world for yea r s by towering, inhospitable walls of solid rock. 
Access to the community was made only by mule or pack ho r se s . An ear ly set t ler 
"packed in a pick-up t ruck in pieces , reassembled it and ran it eight years without 
a l icense" (Gregory 1941, 240). Even after Pres ident Harding, in 1921 had set aside 
130 ac res for a townsite, no official survey was made and for nearly 10 years t h e r e ­
after the res idents were legally squat ters immune from taxation. The difficulty was 
resolved in 1932 by the Federa l Land office in order to allow an applicant to purchase 
a town lot. 

Andrew Jensen, L. D, S. Church Historian, visited Boulder in 1928 and has 
left us this description: "The Boulder country may consistently be te rmed an oasis 
in the dese r t . The sett lement covers a number of small valleys divided by moun­
tain r idges and drained by Boulder Creek and Deer Creek, from which the se t t le rs 
obtain an abundant supply of water for culinary and irr igat ion purposes. The se t t l e ­
ment is sca t te red norther ly up and down the creeks named for some ten mi les . One 
of i ts most at t ract ive elevations is the so called Sugar Loaf, a sandstone formation 
r is ing about three hundred feet above the floor of the valley. All kinds of grain and 
hard ie r fruits can be ra ised; and three crops of alfalfa a re real ized by the se t t le rs 
every y e a r " (Wayne Stake and Ward Records , pass im.) Yet, due to the nature of 
the surrounding t e r r a in and the limited scope of i ts fertili ty, the country, except 
for a very limited degree , is unsuited for farming. However, Boulder Valley is 
excellent grazing country and thousands of cattle and sheep are ra ised there , And 
continued Jensen: "Boulder would be a very desirable place to live were it not for 
the difficulties connected in reaching it. The thirty-five mile road from Escalante 
is one of the roughest roads imaginable, while that leading northwest toward the 
Fremont is somewhat be t te r , though much longer Impossible as it may seem, it 
is never theless a fact that a number of automobiles owned by se t t l e r s have been 
brought over the road from Escalante to Boulder, Such t ravel by machine has tobe 
made with the ass is tance of ho r ses or mules which a re needed to haul the machines 
up the s teep places and over the roughest par ts of the road" (Wayne Stake and Ward 
Records , p a s s i m . ) . Seven years l a te r , however, Boulder 's inaccessibili ty was 
ended through the construction by the Civilian Conservation Corps of the United 
States Government of a remarkable road and br idge, the lat ter called "Hell 's Back­
bone. " This was a very dangerous but marvellous piece of work. "It provides for 
an ever changing view from beginning to end, including the thrill ing adventure of 
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Fig. 1. Mormon towns in the region of the Colorado. 



cross ing 'Hell 's Backbone Br idge ' , one of the highest in the world. It spans a 
c revasse on a narrow ridge no wider than the bridge itself, while on both sides 
one looks over precipitous walls for hundreds of feet to the bottom of 'Death 
Hollow' on the one side and 'Sand Canyon' on the other" (Rainbow Views, 147-8). 
The completion of this great engineering project ended Boulder 's regime as a 
pack horse town. 

The Boulder Valley was f i rs t sett led by stockmen from EscaJ.an.te. Nicoles 
Johnson and August Anderson went there in 1879 from Richfield with 500 head of 
cat t le . The la t ter built a c i rcu lar co r ra l with wings near the ba rns . "It was built 
of quaken aspen poles which a re soft and decay rapidly, but today (1940) after 
sixty years part of the old cor ra l st i l l remains and the name 'August Cor ra l ' 
s t i l l clings to the flat where it is located" (Rainbow Views. 140). Thousands of 
cattle came to the valley soon after the original pioneer herdsmen. "Stock was 
turned loose to fatten and inc rease , calves were left for thei r mothers to wean, 
no losses except through occasional thievery. No fees , no taxes until 1890. John 
King, the la rges t cat t leman, es t imates that 12,000 head of cattle grazed here b e ­
tween 1890 and 1900" (Rainbow Views, 146). 

In 1889, Amasa Lyman and John F . Hawes s tar ted ranches on Bear Creek, 
"a s t r e a m so c lear that it is t ransparent and the water as soft as rainwater . " 
J ames C. Pe te rson from Richfield a r r ived in 1898 and purchased 140 acres from 
Willard Brinkerhoff, a Mormon se t t l e r who had squatted on the land some t ime 
before. Pe te rson sold some of his property to George Baker and V. E. Bean. 
Difficulty ensued in 1937 between the sheepmen and cattlemen when federal officials 
sought to enforce the Taylor Grazing Act, which was designed to rec la im over­
grazed public lands with the limitation of livestock and the res t r ic ted allotment, of 
range land to individual stockmen. This , of course , proved advantageous to the 
sheepmen at the expense of the catt lemen and old feuds were renewed in which the 
la t ter attempted to force the former off the Wayne County range. The dispute was 
sett led amicably, however, and without r e s o r t to gunplay. 

The nucleus of an eccles ias t ical organization was begun unofficially 
in 1898 by V. E. Baker , who also organized a Sunday School two years la ter . On 
August, 16, 1903, Wayne Stake organized Boulder as a branch of Thurber Ward 
with James C. Pe terson as presiding e lder . Mutual Improvement Associations 
were added in 1912 and a Relief Society in 1915. The f irst public building used 
also for school purposes was a log cabin built by V E, Baker in 1900. Via Cottam 
from Escalante was the f irs t t eacher . 
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C a n n o n v l l l e 

Origin of the sett lement 

Cannonvllle,, on the Pahreah River , was settled in 1876 by James L. Thomp­
son and sons, John. William, and Joseph; Bishop Jonathan Packer and bis son, Nephi; 
John H, Dickson, William H, Henderson, George and John Ingram, Ebenezer Bryce, 
Waldo Littlefield, Edward Clayton, and Bliss and Morrison Mecham. By the early 
80 's , 230 people were living the re . Pic turesque Bryce Canyon is within the l imits of 
Cannonvllle. Georgetown, a smal l hamlet just across the line in Kane County, also 
was incorporated until 1894. As ear ly as 1874 a few isolated pioneer se t t l e r s had 
sett led at Clifton, a. few miles southward. They had been attracted by a report of an 
old Indian fighter named James Andrews, who said the a rea was "well watered, with 
good soil and a favorable c l imate , with extensive grazing t r ac t s and plenty of firewood, 
coal and lumber" (Golden Nuggets of Pioneer Days, 11.5). These pioneers located f irs t 
near the junction of the Pahreah River and Henrieville Creek. Immediately thereaf ter , 
five other isolated communities including Cannonvllle had been established, all within 
a radius of 6 mi les . Of one of them, it is related in the history of Garfield County, 
Golden Nuggets of Pioneer Days, "The f irst se t t l e r s built about ten log houses in a 
sor t of s tr ing town fashion, naming the town Clifton on account of the peculiar forma­
tion existing in the immediate neighborhood" (p. 115). But of these five towns, Clifton, 
Losee , and Georgetown were abandoned, and only Henrieville and Cannonvllle remain 
today. An eccles ias t ical branch under the jurisdiction of Panguitch Ward with Jonathan 
T, Packer as bishop was organized in 1877. In the fall of the same year , the entire 
set t lement of Clifton was moved about 2 miles to a more desirable locality. Bishop 
Packer wrote to the Desere t News, December 5, 1877 (Vol. 27, p. 766} "We have 
laid out a new town, 1 1/4 miles north of Clifton. We have a splendid townsite. We 
have changed the name of Clifton to Cannonvllle. All the people a re now comfortably 
boused. We a re surrounded on all s ides with t imber for building and fencing. There 
is plenty of coal in sight of our doors and plenty of red and white limestone for build­
ing purposes nearby. We have four miles of ditching to bring Pine Creek in, then we 
will have plenty of water . There a re severa l f a rms for newcomers close to town. 
F i r s t come, f i rs t served. " 

A few months later the News again recorded (Vol. 27, p. 25): "Cannonvllle is 
situated thirty mi les southeast of Panguitch in a valley ten miles long and i'r om a had 
to two miles in width, on the head of Pahreah Creek. Several other small valleys or 
broad canyons open into this valley, all offering excellent facilities to the fa rmer and 
g raz i e r . Packer , the bishop,thinks the farming land and other facilities sufficient for 
the support of th ree good towns and he considers it the finest sett lement to be had in 
this region. There is firewood within five miles of the settlement to supply all the 
inhabitants the place could support in fifty years and thousands of acres of excellent 
long-leafed and red pine saw t imber within from six to twenty mi les , growing where 
a wagon could be drawn into i t . Besides th is , there is a ten foot coal vein cropping 
out of the surface within nine miles of the set t lement. The winters a re very mild. 
The soil is of a sandy nature and very productive especially for sugar cane and such 
c rops . Car ro t s were ra i sed there last year two feet long and weighing as much as 
4 1/4 pounds each. " And a la ter News i tem (February 27, 18791 records the fob owing 
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