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The University of Utah Anthropological Papers are a medium for
reporting to interested scholars and to the people of Utah research in
anthropology and allied sciences bearing upon the peoples and cultures
of the Great Basin and the West. They include, first, specialized and
technical record reports on Great Basin archeology, ethnology, lin-
guistics, and physical anthropology, and second, more general articles
on anthropological discoveries, problems and interpretations bearing
upon the western regions, from the High Plains to the Pacific Coast,
insofar as they are relevant to human and cultural relations in the
Great Basin and surrounding areas.

For the duration of the archeological salvage project for the upper

Colorado River Basin which the University has undertaken by contract
agreement with the National Park Service, reports relating to that re-
search program are being published as a series within a series, bearing
numbers in the general sequence of the papers as well as their own

identifying numbers.

The Glen Canyon subseries will represent a wider range of the
sciences and humanities than the parent series itself. The project pro-
vides for studies of the natural history of the Glen Canyon area and
its inhabitants so that the relations of the prehistoric cultures and their
settings will be understood in depth. As contact with Western peoples
and cultures has had a varying effect upon the native Americans and
the land, some papers will be concerned with the Colorado in the more
recent past. Most of the Glen Canyon publications, however, will be
archeological reports.
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Part I

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM; THE DATA

From the first year of the Upper Colorado River Basin Archeologi-
cal Salvage Project (1957), it has been recognized that the Kaiparowits
Plateau might centain important clues that would aid in answering ques-
tions in the archeclogy of the Southwest, surrounded ag it is by areas
that were zlready known to be Fremont, Virgin and Anasazi. As the
Proiect has continued and more data have been accumulated, we have
ilooked more and more hopefully to the Plateau for solutions to such prob-
lems as Virgin-Fremont, Virgin-Kayenta and Fremont-Anasazi relation-
ships, southern Fremont boundaries, and movements or migrations of
Fremont, Virgin and Anasazl peoples. The study presented here was
written 1n 1961-1962 and is an attempt, a little beyond midpoint in the
Project, at answering some of the questions with the evidence provided
by the ceramizs.

The Kaiparowits Plateau was surveyed in 1958 (Gunnerson, 1959aj},

but there was no excavation until 1961, Pottery studies in other Glen

‘anyon regions focused upon the Plateau as a place where answers to
questions about aboriginal cultural crosscurrents might be obtained. To
show the growing importance of the Kaiparowits Plateau in the total
regional picture it is necessary to review some of the major Upper
Cclorade River Project ceramic findings, to point out the place the mesa
was thought to hold in the pre-Caucasian pattern, and to discuss the
tentative results of sherd analysis after excavation,

The Fremont Problem

Distribution

It was thought at the beginning of the Upper Colorado River Basin
Archeological Salvage Project that two peoples had occupied the border-
lards of the area north and west of the Cclorado River. To the immediate



north the Fremont had been studied along the Fremont River near Torrey
and Fruita, where the subculture was first recognized by Morss (1931); on
the Ivie Creek drainage (Gunnerson, 1957; Taylor, D. C., 1957); and
Gillin had excavated at Marysvale a site that produced a good deal of pottery
now considered Fremont (Gillin, 1941). The Utah Statewide Archeological
Survey also had indicated a possible Fremont occupation in the vicinity of
the town of Escalante (Gunnerson, 1957, 86-9). To the south, the Kayenta
branch of the Anasazi was believed to have spread in some undetermined
and probably minor degree across the Colorado River and to have moved
into the region in question, although no specific survey of Kayenta remains
had been made. Kayenta pottery, in particular the ubiquitous Tsegi Orange
Ware, had been picked up at widely separated points. It was therefore
anticipated that in some portion of the Kaiparowits and surrounding terri-
tory the two groups may have met, engaged in peaceful trade or serious
conflict, or perhaps produced some kind of cultural hybridization,

During the operation of the Upper Colorado River Basin Archeologi-
cal Salvage Project (1957-1963) it was observed that Fremont types came
from all parts of the area studied -- the survey and excavations in the
Glen Canyon itself, the right bank terraces of the Colorado River and the
river's main tributaries, the extended survey of the uplands, the recon-
naissance down the rugged Waterpocket Fold, the excavations in the
Escalante environs, and the two seasons' excavations at the Coombs site
at Boulder. When this spread of Fremont pottery is plotted on a map, it
is noted that five main clusterings of sites are apparent. From north to
south (hypothesized as the direction of this cultural flow) they are: first,

a grouping on the Dirty Devil River, Poison Spring Canyon, and Trachyte
Creek; second, along Pleasant Creek and down Hall Creek on the eastern
flank of the Waterpocket Fold; third, in the Boulder valley at the Coombs
site and associated settlements; fourth, near the town of Escalante and
southeastward down the Escalante River desert to the Colorado River; and
fifth, on the Grand Bench at the southeastern foot of the Kaiparowits Plateau,
along the dunes to the damsite, and in the canyon proper.

Trachyte Creek and north

Three widely separated sites in the extreme north and one near the
confluence of Smith Fork and the Colorado River produced a total of 17
Turner Gray:Emery Variety sherds. In two instances Fremont types only
were present. All four sites are open campsites, the one in the Henry
Basin being a much frequented chipping station near a source of rock
suitable for various kinds of tools.



Table 1. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Trachyte Creek and North

Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Ga433 Trachyte Creek campsite, wall 0 11 0
42Ga435 Trachyte Creek pit house 266 103 0
42Ga437 Trachyte Creek arch., H. 17 1 0
42Ga438 Trachyte Creek arch., H. 8 1 0
42Ga439 Trachyte Creek arch., H. 118 11 0
42Ga440 Trachyte Creek arch., S. 8 2 0
42Ga308 Henry Basin campsite 0 4 0
42Ga3l4 Dirty Devil areh. , 3. 8 3 17
42Ga322 Poison Spring Canyon campsite 4 5 0
42Ga364 Smith Fork campsite, S. 0 5 0

10 sites in district contain Fremont pottery. Total of 429 Tusayan sherds; 146 Fremont sherds
(including 3 tooled variation and 30 Ivie Creek B/W); 17 Snake Valley sherds. (arch., H. signi-
fies architectural site containing houses; arch., S. signifies architectural site containing only
storage structures.)



In Trachyte Creek a different situation is obvious. There, Fremont
pottery was scattered on the surface of six sites, but was dominant over
Tusayan types at only one, a campsite. Tusayan sherds greatly outnumber
Fremont at the remaining five sites, all of which are architectural (there
is a pit house at 42Ga435 and one to three rooms of drylaid masonry at
the others). It would appear that Kayenta peoples making Tusayan pottery
wares had established an outpost in the lower Trachyte, the most northerly
en masse Kayenta Anasazi penetration of the right bank area. The Fremont
pottery recovered there is assumed to represent trade from known Fremont
centers north and northwest. On the Colorado River at the mouth of
Trachyte Creek Fremont-style petroglyphs are cut through the dark coating
of desert varnish on cliff faces (Foster, 1954, 7, Fig. 2).

Waterpocket Fold and Pleasant Creek

In this physiographic region 21 sites yielded Fremont pottery, more
than half (12) yielding only Fremont ceramics. Eight others contained
fewer than five sherds of non-Fremont types. When Fremont sherd totals
are added to those of the other Utah Desert Gray Ware type (Snake Valley
Gray), they represent 96% of the total number of sherds recovered.

Using pottery as an indexthen, this area can be considered unquestionably
Fremont; indeed it both includes Morss's original survey sites and borders
immediately on other Fremont sites. Interestingly, there are no sites
with any semblance of habitational structures. Almost universally these
sites in Hall and Pleasant creeks and their tributaries are campsites in
rock shelters with occasional rock-lined cists, but the heavy regional
Fremont concentration points to permanent rather than seasonal or
occasional utilization. (This same pattern of living is to be seen in the
type stations on the adjacent Fremont River [Morss, 1931/.) It can then
be argued that although the Fremont knew how to construct dwellings, as
has been demonstrated in at least a half dozen locales in central Utah,
when nature provided them a protective overhanging ledge they did not
bother with the erection of houses. In Hall Creek the relatively small
Fremont population had an abundance of suitable natural rock shelters.

It has been shown previously (Lister, 1959b) that the Waterpocket
Fold, or more precisely Hall Creek, was another channel cutting north-
ward from the Colorado River along which cultural stimuli may have passed.
Sites yielding Fremont sherds predominate in the north, with steadily increas-
ing Kayenta influence evident southward (Lister, 1959b, 317, Fig. 1).

On the Colorado River itself, and in the western extremities of the San

Juan Triangle, there are some Fremont sherds. On the east, or left, bank
of the Colorado, opposite the mouths of Bullfrog and Hall creeks, from site

._4_



Table 2. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Waterpocket Fold-Pleasant Creek

Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Ka606 Hall Creek campsite 0 4 0
42Ka607 Hall Creek campsite 3 1 0
42Ka609 Hall Creek campsite 0 21 0
42Ka610 Hall Creek campsite 0 1 0
42Wn8 Pleasant Creek campsite 3 33 0
42Wnl103 Pleasant Creek campsite 0 4 0
42Wnl05 Pleasant Creek campsite 0 12 0
42Ga444 Pleasant Creek campsite 0 6 0
42Ga456 Hall Creek campsite 3 10 0
42Ga464 Hall Creek campsite 0 1 0
42Ga466 Hall Creek campsite 1 10 0

42Ga467 Spring Gulch campsite 0 11 0



Table 2. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Waterpocket Fold-Pleasant Creek

(continued)
Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Ga468 Hall Creek campsite 0 1 0
42Ga469 Hall Creek campsite 3 14 0
42Ga470 Hall Creek campsite 0 7 0
42Ga92 Oak Creek campsite 12 152 31
42Ga4417 Oak Creek campsite 1 34 0
42Ga448 Oak Creek campsite 7 6 0
42Ga449 Oak Creek campsite 1 12 0
42Ga452 Red Canyon campsite 0 1 0
42Ga454 Red Canyon campsite 0 10 0
21 sites in district contain Fremont pottery. 12 sites are pure Fremont; 8 others yielded

fewer than 5 sherds of non-Fremont types. Totals: Fremont, 351 (including 2 tooled varia-
tion and 4 Ivie Creek B/W); Tusayan, 34; Sevier Fremont, 31,



4252367 came 3 Fremont sherds, from site 42Sa370 in lower Moqui Canyon
came 1 Fremont sherd, and from site 42Sa376 on the left bank midway
between the Hall and Escalante channels came 1 Fremont sherd (Fowler,
1959b, 48-9, 51), Forked Stick Alcove (42Sa413) and Daves Site (42Sa564)
in the Little Rincon had a total of 17 Fremont sherds (Lipe, et al., 1960,
127-32, 141-9). One plain Fremont sherd came from downstream at an
excavated ruin called Buried Olla (42Ga367), located at the mouth of Smith
Fork on the right bank, and still another was taken from the fill of Mosquito
Cave (42Sa643) (Lipe, et al., 1960). The only decorated Fremont sherds
{2} recovered from the river sites came from Buried Olla. Fifteen addi-
tional Turner Gray:Emery Variety sherds turned up in excavations at
Horsefly Hollow (42Sa544) and Pagahrit Dune (42Sa540), both well up Lake
Canyon, At 42Sa544 also were found 10 Ivie Creek Black-on-white sherds,
the only examples of decorated Fremont style east of the Colorado
{(Sharrock, et al., 1961, 206), Thirteen more Turner Gray:Emery Variety
sherds were recovered in further survey of Lake Canyon (Fowler, 1961,
305). Three came from 42Sa444 in Castle Wash. Thus a grand total of

€7 sherds of Fremont affiliation came from the Colorado in the upper Glen
Canyon, and well eastward from known Fremont range. This occurrence
suggests that there was some exchange with the Fremont settlements on
Trachyte and Hall creeks.

Boulder valley

Boulder valley, at the southern foot of the Aquarius Plateau, seems
to have sustained considerable Fremont occupancy. Architecture and
pottery, however, indicate that the Coombs site and other lesser villages
in the valley were a Kayenta stronghold (Lister, 1959c; Lister, Ambler
and Lister, 1960; Lister and Lister, 1961), Technically the pottery is a
biend of the two traditions, of which more will be said later. The impor-
tant thing to note here is that despite a 2 1/2% Fremont figure in the pottery
frequency tables, the Boulder valley was dominated by Kayenta Anasazi,
making the area the largest concentration of these poeples yet to be dis-
covered on the right bank and adjacent territory.

Table 3. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Coombs Site

Pottery Recovered

Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
66, 328 1756 35

(Of the Fremont pottery 1237 sherds and 22 restorable vessels are Ivie
Creek Black-on-white and 33 sherds and 1 vessel are the tooled variation.)

-



Escalante drainage

Near the present town of Escalante, Utah, are three sites unquestion-
ably representing Fremont settlements. All three show an overwhelming
preponderance of Fremont pottery. At 42Ga43 Fremont pottery is 74% of
the total; at 42Ga51 it is 89% of the total (Gunnerson, 1959b, 23, 34); at
42Gab4 it is 97% of the total (Suhm, 1959, 224), In fact, two-thirds of the
Fremont collection from the entire Escalante drainage comes from these
villages., All these sites exhibit architectural features, one being a pit house,
Thus far the settlements at Escalante are the most southerly known open
Fremont sites with houses. The principal hearth of Fremont architecture
seems to lie along the eastern margins of the north-south Wasatch Moun-
tains, where architecture of varying types has been discovered at such
places as Old Woman site, Poplar Knob, Snake Rock, the Emery site, and
on Ferron Creek on the eastern slopes. However, much more excavation
1s needed to pinpoint a specific locale as being the core of Fremont archi-
tectural development,

Throughout the rest of the Escalante drainage area Fremont sherds
are plentiful but do not outnumber Kayenta sherds (1119, Fremont, exclu-
sive of the three Escalante sites mentioned above; 1633, Tusayan). The
Upper Colorado River Basin Archeological Salvage Project surveys recov-
ered such pottery from Harris Wash, the Dry Fork of Coyote Gulch, Cow
Canyon, and 25 sites southeastward down the Escalante River desert from
the town of Escalante to the Colorado River. No Fremont pottery types
were taken from Davis Gulch, Willow Gulch, Soda Gulch, Fence Canyon,
the lower Coyote. Very rarely Fremont types come from the Escalante
River gorge itself. It would seem that Fremont utilization of the region
was confined to the dry uplands between the channel of the Escalante and
the Kaiparowits Plateau.

Of considerable import is the type of site from which these latter
Fremont sherds come., Generally speaking, only in Harris Wash do sites
producing Fremont pottery also contain architecture. There are a few
storage cists in the floors of arched shelters in the cliffs of the Harris
Wash vicinity, which is much the same kind of habitational use the Fremont
made of the Fremont River-Pleasant Creek area. Other sites in the
Escalante with habitation structures, usually of crude drylaid masonry,
nearly always produce more Tusayan pottery than Fremont and hence prob-
ably are to be considered Kayenta. This is true of the following sites:
42Kal72, 42Ka300, 42Ka204 and 42Ka209., Exceptions are several struc-
tures in Cow Canyon and the immediate Escalante River gorge but here
the total number of sherds is too small to be significant. All other sites



Table 4. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Escalante Drainage

Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Kal7l 20-Mile Flat campsite 53 17 1
42Kal72 Dry Fork, Coycte arch., H. 32 2 1
42Kal'73 Dry Fork, Coyote campsite 12 46 0
42Kal74 Dry Fork, Coyote campsite 14 1 0
42Kal75 Dry Fork, Coyote campsite 19 3 0
42Kal'79 Coyote Gulch campsite 11 10 0
42Kal80 Coyote Gulch campsite 0 13 0
42Ka204 Willow Gulch arch., H. 9 2 0
42Ka209 Escalante R. arch., H. 43 2 0
42Ka214 Escalante R. arch.,, H. 1 4 0
42Ka2l5b Escalante R. campsite 0 4 0
42Ka2l6 Cow Canyon arch., H. 0 2 0
42Ka217 Cow Canyon arch,, H. 0 1 0

42Ka2l8 Cow Canyon areh. ; H. 2 3 0
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Table 4,

Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Escalante Drainage
(continued)

Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Ka225 Coyote Gulch arch., H. 3 5 0
42Ka229 Llewellyn Gulch arch., S. 4 1 0
42Ga43 Escalante pit house 19 219 55
42Ga49 25-Mile Wash campsite 5 34 0
42Gasl Escalante arch., open 35 634 42
42Gab4 Escalante arch., open 12 1129 19
42Gab4 Escalante R. Desert chip area 0 2 0
42Gab7 Escalante R. Desert campsite 11 1 0
42Gab9 Escalante R. Desert campsite 6 128 0
42Ga0 Escalante R. Desert campsite 199 32 0
42Gav4 Escalante R. Desert campsite 8 3 0
42Ga'l6 Escalante R. Desert campsite 71 12 0
42Ga'9 Escalante R. Desert campsite 6 1 0



_'[’[_

Table 4, Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Escalante Drainage
(continued)

Escalante R. Desert

Escalante R. Desert

Escalante R. Desert

Escalante R. Desert

Site

Number Location
42Ga82

42Ga275

42Ga286 Harris Wash
42Ga288 Harris Wash
42Ga289 Harris Wash
42Ga290 Harris Wash
42Ga292 Harris Wash
42Ga294 Harris Wash
42Ga298 Harris Wash
42Ga300 Harris Wash
42Ka281

42Ka283

42Ka286

Escalante R. Desert

Type of Site

campsite

campsite

arch., S.
arch., S.

arch,, S.

campsite

campsite

arch., S.

arch., S.

campsite
campsite
campsite

campsite

48

Pottery Present

rFremont Fr-em_?rmli

28 0
141 0
15 0
39 0
3 0

1 0

3 0

1 0

7 1

6 0
17 0
K 0
98 9



Table 4. Distribution of Fremont Pottery: Escalante Drainage

(continued)

Site Pottery Present
Number Location Type of Site Tusayan Fremont Sevier Fremont
42Ka291 Escalante R. Desert campsite 0 7 0
42Ka294 Escalante R. Desert campsite 0 9 0
42Ka297 Escalante R. Desert campsite 71 79 10
42Ka298 Escalante R. Desert campsite 12 32 0
42Ka299 Escalante R. Desert campsite 0 1 0
42Ka300 Escalante R. Desert arch., H. 5 1 0
42Ka301 Escalante R. Desert chip area 0 1 0
42Ka3l4 Escalante R. Desert campsite 44 18 0
42Ka315 Escalante R. Desert campsite 1 16 0
42Ka318 Escalante R. Desert campsite 0 2 0






