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ABSTRACT

Archaeological investigations in the Kayenta Anasazi
region were conducted between 1959 and 1962 by the
Museum of Northern Arizona on the northern portion of the
Rainbow Plateau in southeastern Utah and a small adjoining
area in Arizona. The primary objective was to collect infor-
mation from sites in an upland environment for compara-
tive studies with sites previously recorded and excavated by
the Museum in the canyon lands of the lower San Juan
River and Lower Glen Canyon of the Colorado River.

The area of the plateau surveyed yielded 228 sites, most
of which date in the Pueblo II to III period. Eighteen of
these sites were chosen for excavation.

Initial sections of this report are devoted to descriptions
of field and laboratory techniques, the sequence of tem-
poral units defined by the study, the terminology used in the
report and proposed for adoption in Kayenta archaeology,
and the modern environmental conditions of the plateau
locality. The archaeological survey data are reported and
these indicate that the Rainbow Plateau sites range in time
from Basketmaker II to the historic period, with little evi-
dence of occupation during the Basketmaker IIT or Pueblo I
periods. Indications of occupation on the plateau between
1300 and 1850 are represented by minor amounts of Hopi
pottery. Navajo and Paiute Indians are the present and his-
toric occupants of the locality. Kayenta sites are predomi-
nant and widely distributed during the late Pueblo II and
early and middle Pueblo III periods. The late Pueblo III
era is represented essentially by a few large, multi-roomed
villages.

Reports on the 18 excavated sites comprise the main body
of the report, the sites being arranged by the principal
temporal affinity. Two stratified sites, Sand Dune Cave and
Dust Devil Cave, yielded remains of an occupation dating
between 6000 and 5000 B.C. by a people with a hunting
and gathering economy, named the Desha Complex. Both
caves also produced Basketmaker II and Pueblo I-IIT mate-
rials and minor amounts of historic Navajo and Paiute
remains.

Small Jar Pueblo is a late Pueblo II, front-oriented pueblo
consisting of a jacal-walled linear room block and a sub-
terranean keyhole kiva. Other excavated sites of mainly
Pueblo III age, 1150 to 1200, include a ramada, several
field houses, a linear border field plot, a rectangular kiva,
and a ledge shelter granary. A middle Pueblo III, 1200 to
1250, agricultural site consisting of rock-built ditches, linear
borders, terraces, and grid plots is reported, and contrasted
with the modern farm site used by Navajo and Paiute
Indians that it adjoins.

The intensive excavations in late Pueblo III, 1250 to 1300,
villages at two localities are described in six site reports.
Upper Desha Pueblo is a plaza-oriented village of a rec-
tangular format with room units arranged around a single
circular kiva. Five units located on Segazlin Mesa represent
village segments of a community localized upon a small
mesa.

Some previously unreported data of Byron Cummings, the
C. L. Bernheimer Expedition, J. A. Mason, and the Van
Bergen-Los Angeles Museum Expedition are included in
various site reports.

Substantive contributions include the establishment of a
chronology for the western Kayenta region; the recognition
of a hitherto unknown pre-ceramic occupation, the Desha
Complex; descriptions of architectural forms at open sites
including unit pueblos, the ramada, functional definitions
for domestic units, and water and soil conservation devices;
and the reporting of two late Pueblo III comunity and set-
tlement patterns.

Appendices describe the tree-ring data, pollen analysis of
sediments from Sand Dune Cave, avian remains, a new vari-
ety of Kiet Siel Gray, the domestic and wild plant remains,
and human skeletal remains from Sand Dune Cave.
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