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This report describes the third of four sea-
sons of excavations at Bandelier National
Monument, guided by a cooperative agreement
(#CA 7029-0-0003) between NPS (National
Park Service) and WSU (Washington State
University). Relatively long-term research
such as this would be impossible without the
sustained, disciplined interest of several grant-
ing organizations. The Friends of Bandelier,
the Southwest Parks and Monuments Asso-
ciation, the L. J. and Mary C. Skaggs Foun-
dation (through the National Parks Founda-
tion), and the National Science Foundation
(BNS 8906748) made the 1990 season
possible, as they did the 1989 season. Our
deepest thanks to all. This work was carried
out under ARPA permit 90-BAND-1.

Both the 1989 season and the 1990 were
structured as WSU field schools. Field supervi-
sory personnel included Angela Linse
(graduate student at the University of Wash-
ington), Mike Reilly and Matt Root (both were
then WSU graduate students; Root is now a
Research Associate at WSU) and Josh Piker.
Michele Gray (graduate student at the Univ-
ersity of Virginia) continued to oversee the
analysis of ceramic materials, assisted by Dave
Albaugh, a WSU senior whose participation was
facilitated by a Research Experiences for
Undergraduates award through the National
Science Foundation as an amendment to BNS
8906748. Doug Harro (graduate student,
WSU) assisted in the analysis of the lithic
materials under the guidance of Root. Nick
Trierweiler and Meredith Matthews continued
to collaborate for the analysis and reporting of
floral and faunal materials. In the field lab,
data entry and supervision of lab flow were
undertaken by Linda Switzer, graduate student
at WSU; Everett Nelson returned as camp cook
and manager. Back in Pullman, Jean Schoppe
once again assisted in data entry chores. All
drafting in this volume is by Sarah Moore of
Pullman.

PREFACE

Over this past year, as in the first two years
of this project, we have continued to benefit
from the interest of the Park Service in this
work. Robert P. Powers and Janet Orcutt of the
NPS Southwest regional office’s Bandelier
Survey Project have been close collaborators
and sympathetic colleagues. Other members
of the regional office staff who provided assis-
tance were John Cook (Regional Director),
Robert Belous (Special Assistant to the Re-
gional Director), Ron Ice (Regional Arch-
eologist), Peter McKenna, Judith Miles, Vir-
ginia Robicheau and Tom Windes. Within
Bandelier National Monument, the support and
assistance of Roy Weaver (Superintendent), Bill
Sweetland (Park Archeologist), Craig Allen,
Pam Bumsted, Ed Greene, John Lissoway, Jim
Marmon, and Gary Roybal have been indis-
pensable. Dan Wolfman of the Museum of
New Mexico’s Laboratory of Anthropology
provided archaecomagnetic determinations
from samples collected by McKenna, Windes,
and Wolfman. We would also like to thank the
elders of Santo Domingo Pueblo for taking the
time to visit Burnt Mesa Pueblo.

Field school students are the hidden trea-
sures of such projects and the high quality of
the participants, and their energy, made this
year’s achievements possible. Thanks to Dave
Albaugh, Jennifer Alevy, Indre Antanaitis,
Susie Blakely, Sarah Cohen, Laurent Dubois,
Todd Folmer, Jennifer Hardin, Amy Keil, Jeff
Kelley, Suzanne Martin, Rebecca McKim,
Megan O’Rourke, Tara Reilly, Anne Saladino,
Matt Salzer, and Quincey Simmons for their
cheerful perseverance.

Many citizens of Los Alamos, White Rock,
and Santa Fe volunteered to help in the lab
with the never-ending but crucial chores of
washing, labeling, cataloguing, and packing ar-
tifacts. This effort was coordinated by Pam
Bumsted. For assistance in these areas we
thank Bob Alexander, Sara Brown, Steve
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The excavations reported in this volume
continue work begun in 1988 (Kohler, ed.,
1989) and in 1989 (Kohler, ed., 1990). The
purpose of these excavations is to examine a
model for the formation of villages on the
Pajarito Plateau in the late 13th century—an
aggregation that was permanent in the sense
that, although villages continue to be moved
after that time, the archaeological record seems
to indicate that there was no redispersion into
small hamlets in the 14th or 15th centuries.
This model is detailed elsewhere (Kohler
1989a; see also Orcutt et al. 1990; Powers
1988). The excavations complement a National
Park Service survey of a substantial portion of
Bandelier National Monument. The excava-
tions are designed to provide information on
chronology, subsistence, and to a lesser extent,
exchange, architecture, and demography, that
is difficult or impossible to obtain through sur-
face examination alone. Together, the two
projects will be used to update interpretative in-
formation at Bandelier, and our results may
help elucidate the process of aggregation in
other parts of the Southwest, which in many ar-
eas undergoes contemporaneous village for-
mation.

The purpose of this report is to describe
the immediate results of the 1990 field and
analysis season, rather than to provide a syn-
thetic summary of the project or an analysis of
the standing of the original model vis-a-vis the
accumulated data. It is our intent to publish a
final synthetic report devoted to the larger
tasks of summary and model testing in three to
four years.

In the 1990 season we concluded sampling
excavations at a site known as Burnt Mesa
Pueblo, or LA 60372, that is well suited for the

INTRODUCTION

Timothy A. Kohler

study of aggregation. Bumt Mesa Pueblo
consists of two areas: a linear roomblock (Area
2) inhabited in the mid-1200s, and a nearby
“plaza pueblo” or small village (Area 1) built
in the late 1200s and occupied into the early
1300s (Figure 1.1). Because location is held
constant, shifts in subsistence practices during
this period are attributable either to the actions
of climate change, to human impact on the lo-
cal environment, or to changing subsistence
choices; each of these has been suggested as
important to the process of aggregation by one
researcher or another. As will be seen in chap-
ters 3 and 4, the occupation of Burnt Mesa
Pueblo was complex enough that we cannot
expect to unravel all its intricacies with a small-
scale sampling program. Nevertheless, we can
now date the occupation of the site fairly
precisely, and describe those aspects of every-
day life that are most easily approached
through archaeology: the durable materials,
mostly of stone, ceramic, and bone, that were
used and discarded at the site, and the spaces
used for living and storage by the ancient oc-
cupants.

In the last half of our eight-week season a
portion of the field school crew, under the di-
rection of Matthew Root assisted by Josh Piker,
moved south of Frijoles Canyon into the
Bandelier backcountry to complete a sampling
program at LA 3852 that was initiated in 1988
(Carlson and Kohler 1989; Figure 1.2). On the
basis of the ceramic materials recovered, the
occupation of this hamlet, christened Casa del
Rito in this report, appears to pre-date that of
Area 2 of Bumt Mesa Pueblo, although we
have been unable to obtain informative
absolute dates for its use as yet. Our exca-
vations at LA 3852 (chapter 2) provide some
information about the earliest Anasazi
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Figure 1.1. Composite map of 1988-1990 sampling at Burnt Mesa Pueblo. Area 1 (the northwest and central portions of
the site) is divided into four subareas; Area 2 (the southeastern portion of the site) is divided into two subareas.



occupation of the Pajarito Plateau, which was
not intensively occupied by agriculturalists
prior to about A.D. 1150.

Figure 1.2. Excavations in progress at LA 3852, looking
east across Room 6 to the kiva.

The project organization and field proce-
dures in 1990 were almost identical to those of
1989 (Kohler 1990a; Linse 1990) and we have
enjoyed considerable continuity of field and
laboratory personnel (Figure 1.3). With 17
field school students this year (versus 12 in
1989) we were able to complete more work
(Figure 1.4). Most of this labor was devoted to
Area 1 of Burnt Mesa Pueblo, where we com-
pleted the excavation of four rooms, sampled
the only kiva known for Area 1, and excavated
two additional 2 x 2 m units in the area sur-
rounding the roomblock. Limited additional
excavations in Area 2 completed subfloor
investigations in Room 4 and added one 2 x 2
m unit to our sample from outside the room-
block. The sampling scheme at LA 60372 is
illustrated in Figure 1.1; Table 1.1 displays the
final sampling levels obtained at LA 60372
and LA 3852.

Laboratory methods this year were also
similar to those of previous years. A field
laboratory in a White Rock housing area trailer
received materials and provided space for
washing or otherwise cleaning artifacts. The lab
housed a ceramic analyst (Michele Gray), a
lithic analyst (Doug Harro), and a lab flow/data
entry person (Linda Switzer) as well as a

Figure 1.3. Michele Gray (left), ceramic analyst, and
Angie Linse, crew chief, helped provide
continuity to laboratory and field work.

Figure 1.4. Susie Blakely (left) and Amy Keil, two of 17
field school students, at LA 60372.






