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ABSTRACT 

This report is the history and description of a Papago cemetery at 

Quitobaquito Springs in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The infor­

mation in the report was gathered in preparation for repair of the 34 

graves by the National Park Service. 

From the turn of the century until 1945, 43 people have been buried 

at Quitobaquito. Most of them are related to three families, the Gar-

cias, the Orozcos, and the Vélaseos. This is the historical, genealogi­

cal, and social background of those people. 
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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Project History 

This report is primarily for the descendants of the Sand Papagos, 

for whose relatives the Oasis of Quitobaquito is a final resting place. 

On August 15, 1977, the superintendent of Organ Pipe Cactus National 

Monument, Ray Martinez, and the senior author of this report, Fillman 

Bell, organized a meeting of Sand Papago Indians to discuss the National 

Park Service's plans to stabilize the graves at Quitobaquito Oasis. For 

some years it had appeared that the Sand Papago graves were deteriorat­

ing, and some had been vandalized. To prevent this in the future, the 

National Park Service proposed to cover the graves with a strong metal 

frame roof covered with steel mesh. After this was explained and the 

representatives of the Sand Papagos and the National Park Service had 

visited the cemetery, a procedure for covering the graves was adopted. 

Before any work was done on the graves, it was intended to gather 

as much information as possible about the people who had been buried 

there. To do this, the senior author was given a purchase order to in­

terview their survivors. 

This was accomplished in the fall of 1979, and the interviews make 

up chapter 5 of this report. It was evident that more information 

should be obtained on the family relationships and age of the people to 

make the interview records intelligible. Consequently, a recording form 

was drawn up, and in 1980 Mrs. Bell returned to get the information that 

is charted in chapter 4 and listed in appendix III. In the meantime, 

Anderson and Stewart mapped the cemetery, and Mike Mallouf made a 

thorough record of each grave. In October 1980, the graves were perma­

nently covered to protect them from further weathering and disturbance. 

Organization of the Report 

The primary purpose of this report is to present a full record of 

the Quitobaquito graves and the people buried there. However, the ceme­

tery is a remnant of Sand Papago history and, as such, deserves to be 
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placed in the context of that history. In chapter 2 is a brief culture 

history of Quitobaquito. Quitobaquito has been submitted for determina­

tion of eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places because 

over the millennia its springs have attracted travelers and desert resi­

dents from a variety of origins. Chapter 2 also includes a brief sum­

mary of the social relationships of the Quitobaquito residents, the Gar-

cias, Orozcos, and Vélaseos. 

Chapter 3 contains a description of the graves and their setting, a 

listing of people buried at Quitobaquito, and a presentation of the evi­

dence of the cemetery's age. 

In chapter 4 is the genealogical record of known Papagos buried at 

Quitobaquito based on interviews with informants. 

Chapter 5 contains interviews with the descendants of the Sand Pap­

agos, recorded in response to a first effort by the senior author to 

find out who was buried at Quitobaquito. As the reader will see, these 

interviews contain much more information than was sought and are 

included here _in toto for the record of Sand Papago history and culture 

that they contain. 
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Chapter 2 

THE OASIS OF QUITOBAQUITO 

History and Natural Setting 

This report is concerned with Sand Papago inhabitants of Quitoba-

quito who lived there from the late 19th until the mid-20th centuries. 

However, this desert oasis has a much longer history of human habita­

tion. 

Quitobaquito Springs, located near the United States/Mexico border 

in the southern part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, is one of 

the largest watering places in the entire region. Virtually every 

ethnic group inhabiting or passing through the region over at least the 

last 500 years has had a permanent or transitory connection with this 

group of springs and pond (see table 1). The springs represent the site 

of the oldest, continually occupied settlement at the monument. Quito­

baquito was a regular stop on the Pima/Papago salt trail and on the 

Spanish Camino del Diablo (Greene 1977). 

The Quitobaquito Springs are located just 200 yards inside the 

United States at the Arizona-Mexico International Border (figure 1) . 

They lie in a U-shaped basin at the foot of the low rising Quitobaquito 

Hills in the Lower Colorado Valley portion of the Sonoran Desert. Like 

much of the monument, the Quitobaquito Hills differ topographically from 

the surrounding region. Here, mountain ranges are radial rather than 

linear, allowing the formation of upper bajadas with a higher concentra­

tion of plants and animals, as well as a few areas suitable for akchin 

(floodwater) agriculture. Rainfall in the region is very low, averaging 

5 in. per year. As a result of the low rainfall and because permanent 

water sources are unevenly distributed, Quitobaquito Springs was vital 

for occupation of the region (Hackenberg 1964). The pond still resem­

bles its appearance of the 1860s, when it was dug. 

Vegetation in the monument consists of typical plants of the palo-

verde-saguaro community (plus organ pipe cactus), the creosote-bursage 

community, and a riparian community. Near the pond and springs, lacus­

trine plants and animals exist. These communities include high density 

concentrations of all known plants used as food resources by prehistoric 
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Table 1 

HISTORIC VISITATION AND HABITATION AT QUITOBAQUITO 

Taken from Greene (1977) and Hackenberg (1964) 

Date Ethnic Group Event 

1698 Spanish Franciscan Father Eusebio Kino visits 
Quitobaquito in October; names it San 
Serguio. Refers to presence of "na­
tives." 

1770 Spanish Franciscan missionary Francisco Garces 
stays at Quitobaquito. 

1774-1775 Spanish; 
Sand Papago 

First and second de Anza expeditions. 
Irrigation agriculture noted at Sonoita 
and several unnamed places by Sand Papa-
gos. Typical Sand Papago settlement 
pattern described. 

1781-1782 Spanish; 
Sand Papago 

Fages expedition. Sonoita considered 
westernmost outpost of Sand Papagos. 

1854 Anglo Andrew B. Gray's railroad survey party 
visits the oasis. 

1855 Anglo Lt. Nathaniel Michler's survey pursuant 
to Gadsden Purchase passes through 
oasis. First documentation of Sand Pap­
agos actually living at Quitobaquito. 

1855 Mexican Mexican surveyors establish astronomical 
point and base camp. Place Monument 
VIII near Quitobaquito. 

1858 Anglo Ehrenberg map of Gadsden Purchase shows 
no Sand Papago villages north of Mexican 
border. 

ca 1860 Anglo Andrew Dorsey settles at the oasis. 
Digs pond and builds dam. Builds adobe-
house or moves into existing one. 
Plants pomegranates and figs. Digs ir­
rigation ditches. Stays till 1890s. 
Runs store there, marries, child born at 
Quitobaquito. 

1863 Sand Papago Charles D. Poston, an Indian agent, 
lists Papago villages and includes Qui­
tobaquito. Says 250 Papagos are accom-
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Table 1—Continued 

Date Ethnic Group Event 

modated at the oasis. (Hackenberg feels 
he is counting all Sand Papagos.) 

Sometime Anglo 
in 1870s 

Albert Steinfeld and J. C. Waterman open 
a mill and a store at Quitobaquito. 
Most Papagos had left oasis. Many 
camped \ mi. away across Mexican border 
because of threats from the outlaw 
Cipriano Ortega. 

1870s Mexican After Steinfeld and Waterman leave, the 
Lopez family settles at Quitobaquito and 
raises goats. 

1885-89 Sand Papago Luis Ortega and his wife reside at Qui­
tobaquito. Other Papagos camp at Quito­
baquito. 

Late 1800 Mexican Lopez family leaves Quitobaquito. 

1888 Anglo Mika G. Levy opens a store at Quitoba­
quito, catering to Indians and non-
Indian settlers. The store was built on 
the flat tract east of the pond. 

1892 Anglo; 
Mexican 

Levy leaves Quitobaquito. Jose Lorenzo 
Sestier continues to operate the store. 

1890s Anglo; 
Sand Papago 

Andrew Dorsey leaves Quitobaquito. Ci­
priano Ortega visits there often and op­
erates an arrastra near the pond. Soon 
after, Ortega leaves, and many Papagos 
return to the oasis. 

1896 Sand Papago; 
Mexican 

Boundary survey reports Sand Papago 
"renegades" residing near Quitobaquito. 
Two Mexican families also live there, 
with houses near the spring. 

1900 Mexican; 
Sand Papago 

Anthropologist W. J. McGee observes two 
adobe houses and six "native huts" situ­
ated near the pond. Sestier dies and is 
buried on small hill north of pond. 
Grave is covered with concrete slab and 
marked with cross. Jose Leon succeeds 
him as storekeeper. 
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Table 1—Continued 

Date Ethnic Group Event 

1903 or 
1904 

Anglo; 
Sand Papago 

Thomas Childs rebuilds irrigation 
ditches and raises some produce near the 
pond. He marries a Sand Papago. 

1907 Anglo; 
Sand Papago 

All Indians at Quitobaquito move away in 
the spring. A few return in the fall. 
Expedition under Daniel T. McDougal ar­
rives at settlement and finds Childs, 
John Merrill, and Reuben Daniels living 
there. 

1913 Sand Papago Map entitled "Proposed Quitobaquito In­
dian Reservation" shows Indian dwellings 
at Quitobaquito. 

1914-15 Sand Papago Four Sand Papago families (a total 25 
people) reported living at Quitobaquito, 
growing alfalfa. 

1937 Anglo Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument es­
tablished. 

1915-58 Sand Papago; 
Anglo 

Rancheria at Quitobaquito occupied by 
Juan Orozco. Purchased by Park Service 
in 1957. 
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Fig. 1. Sand Papago territory and surroundings 
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and historic Indians in southwestern Arizona. At present, several 

exotic plant species, introduced by recent inhabitants and owners, are 

growing there. 

Archeological surveys have recorded eight archeological sites in 

the Quitobaquito basin and on adjacent mountain slopes. These sites 

document Hohokam, Papago, and modern historic use of the springs, in­

cluding Jose Lorenzo Sestier's grave. It is also likely that there was 

Archaic occupation at the springs, dating back several thousand years 

(Stewart 1979). 

From the first written record of Sand Papagos' dwelling at Quitoba­

quito in 1855 until Jim Orozco's departure from it in 1958, the oasis 

has been the home of Papagos, Anglos, and Mexicans. The comings and 

goings of these people reflect the historical events marking depopu­

lation, Mexican-American competition and war, struggle between various 
/ 

ethnic and political factions for control of western Papagueria, and 

Anglo exploration and settlement of this region. Though Quitobaquito 

was on the eastern border of Sand Papago territory, families of Sand 

Papagos apparently dwelt or farmed here whenever circumstances favored 

it. Clearly the events of the 18th and 19th centuries—Indian-Mexican 

hostilities, American-Mexican transactions, desert mining, Mexican-Anglo 

encroachment on their land, and disease—resulted in reduction, disper­

sion, and continuous movement of the Sand Papagos. Quitobaquito was 

probably never a major Sand Papago settlement, but it became one of 

their last refuges. The cemetery contains the remains of 40 or more in­

dividuals from this last use of the oasis. 

Table 1 shows the progression of known historic events that trace 

the comings and goings of various people who visited or dwelt at Quito­

baquito. The Sand Papagos who have been associated with Quitobaquito 

appear to be the survivors of perhaps 250-300 people who were scattered 

over their original territory, which centered on the Sierra Pinacate. 

In the late or middle 1800s they moved due to lack of water or pressures 

by cattlemen who wanted the tinajas, or rock tanks, that they fre­

quented, whatever the reason, they dispersed to towns and other settle­

ments in the U.S. and Mexico peripheral to their original territory. 

During this period they were reduced to a few families by a stomach 

disease. As part of the movement, the great annual feast (Wirgita) was 
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moved prior to 1850 from the Pinacate region to Quitovac (Clotts 1915: 

75-76; Lumholtz 1971:329-330). This ceremony was recorded by Edward H. 

Davis in 1920; Davis erroneously gives the location as Quitobaquito 

instead of Quitovac which is in Sonora (Davis 1920). 

Although Sand Papagos were observed living at Quitobaquito in 1855, 

the first individual identified by name was "Juan Jose" who lived there 

with his two sons "Tomas" and "Jose Augustine" during the period that 

Andrew Dorsey kept his store at the oasis (ca 1860-ca 1890). They left 

there because the renegade Cipriano Ortega threatened them for not 

disclosing the whereabouts of a silver mine, or because Dorsey drove 

them off; accounts differ (Hoy 1970a:48). In 1909 or 1910, Lumholtz met 

a "Jose Juan," father of Augustine, living at Bates Well. Reputed to be 

115 years old, Jose Juan looked "as if he might have reached at least a 

hundred" (Lumholtz 1971:290-291). "Juan Jose" or "Jose Juan" was clear­

ly Jose Juan Garcia, buried at Quitobaquito and the patriarch of one of 

the two primary lineages represented at the cemetery. 

Another family with members in the cemetery began with the marriage 

of Louis Ortega to Jose Juan Garcia's youngest daughter Maria. Louis 

and Maria lived at Quitobaquito from 1885 until 1898 or 1899, when they 

moved to Darby Well (Hoy 1970a:50). 

The founder of the second main lineage at Quitobaquito, Luis Orosco 

(Orozco is the spelling preferred by his descendants) took up permanent 

residence at Quitobaquito in 1887. He, with other Sand Papagos, had 

lived approximately \ mi. away from the pond, driven there by Cipriano 

Ortega. Luis' son, Jose Juan Orozco, was born there about 1890 and 

lived at the springs except for the spring and summer of 1907, until his 

death on April 23rd or 24th, 1945 (Hoy 1970a; 1970c:139). 

Jim Orozco, the last Sand Papago resident of Quitobaquito, was Jose 

Juan's son, born about 1905 (Hoy 1970c). 

At about the turn of the century Thomas Childs, Jr., father of the 

senior author and a lifetime resident of Papagueria, lived or camped 

periodically at Quitobaquito; in 1903/1904 he rebuilt Dorsey's irri­

gation ditches and raised some produce near the pond. He, in fact, made 

the first coffin at Quitobaquito in 1904. "But they didn't get the 

idea. Sometime after the first customer used the box, another Indian 

died. They dumped out the bones and put in a new corpse" (quoted in Hoy 

1970b:210). 
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When the Carnegie expedition stopped at Quitobaquito in November 

1907, Tom Childs, Rube Daniels, and John Merrill were living there, as 

well as Jose Juan Orozco and his family (Hoy 1970a:50-52). All three of 

these men married Papago women. At the time, one observer noted that 

there were four houses inhabited at Quitobaquito, with four others empty 

and "crumbling to ruin" (Hornaday 1908:122-123). On July 15, 1910, 

Thomas Childs, Jr., married Martha Garcia, the daughter of Thomas Garcia 

and granddaughter of Jose Juan Garcia (Hoy 1970b:209). Rube Daniels 

married Viviana Orosco, the daughter of Jose Juan Garcia1s daughter 

Cheliso. John Merrill married Thomas Garcia's daughter Maria. 

The size of Quitobaquito had not changed greatly in 1912-14, when 

it was recorded to have four houses, 25 people, 3 wells, 8 acres in 

fields, about 50 cows, and 8 horses (Clotts 1915:27). Certainly Jose 

Juan Orozco's family was part of the 25 people; who else lived there by 

that time has not been recorded. One clue comes from Kirk Bryan's 

record, in which he notes that during the Mexican Revolution of 1915 to 

1918, Sonoita was occupied by one faction or the other and was the scene 

of almost continual fighting. This resulted in near depopulation of the 

town and its adjacent countryside (Bryan 1925:425). This was presumably 

the war observed by Wialos Velasco and Savel, Jose Juan Orozco's daugh­

ter (see account by Molly Jim Orozco in chapter 5). So Wialos and Savel 

presumably lived there from about 1915 to 1918. 

From 1915 until 1953 we have no historic description of the settle­

ment at Quitobaquito. In 1945, Jose Juan Orozco died and was buried at 

Quitobaquito. Abe Gray, one of the family of ranchers in the area, 

helped build his coffin (Hoy 1970b). In 1953, when Robert Thomas vis­

ited Quitobaquito, there were several abandoned houses; only the family 

of Jim Orozco lived in a tent under a big shade tree next to the pond 

(Thomas 1963:25-26). Finally, on July 8, 1957, Jim Orozco sold Quitoba­

quito to the National Park Service and left (Hoy 1970c: 151). 

Sand Papago Sketches 

Few individual Sand Papagos who lived at Quitobaquito or who were 

related to them, are recorded in historical accounts. However, there 

are some references worth summarizing here. Lumholtz (1971) is respon-
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sible for what few records we have of the Sand Papagos (or Arénenos as 

they are sometimes called) who survived in their original territory into 

the 20th century. 

Jose Juan Garcia is mentioned only briefly after a short meeting 

between him and Lumholtz in 1910 at Bates Well. Besides referring to 

Jose Juan's advanced age and the fact that Jose Juan had survived won­

derfully three days of drinking "white man's brandy," Lumholtz offered 

no other portrayal of him (Lumholtz 1971). 

Jose Juan's son Augustine was mentioned several times, and was 

characterized as ". . . restless, unapproachable . . .," and a "distant, 

disagreeable kind of man, whose confidence it would take years to win" 

(Lumholtz 1971:290, 329). 

At the time of Lumholtz's travels, he encountered Sand Papagos who 

were living or had lived in their traditional sand dune country. One of 

them, "Dr. Pancho" (Wialos Velasco), is buried with relatives at Quito-

baquito. 

Pancho (Wialos) was a well-known "medicine man" whom Lumholtz em­

ployed as a guide to the Pinacate dune country in 1910. Pancho was var­

iously known as "Doctor Pancho" and "Cara Colorada" ("Red Face"—a 

translation of his Papago name). He was at Quitobaquito at the end of 

1909. He was quite old at the time but was able to accompany Lumholtz 

in 1910. Lumholtz's characterization of him is thus: 

"Doctor Pancho, the medicine-man, had rather an engaging, 
humorous face. He was always ready to serve and he, too, was 
quick in his actions. He had an energetic disposition and did 
good service in finding wood quickly, grinding coffee, boiling 
meat, cleaning pigeons, and such work. He was even-tempered, 
and only once, when I, after having lost my note-book, had to 
ask him some questions over again in regard to local names, 
did he rise up in dignified wrath, saying with much feeling 
that he had given me this in four books, and if I wanted to 
hear it again I would have to ask somebody else" (Lumholtz 
1971:328). 

Social Background 

The people who lived and died at Quitobaquito clearly moved often, 

and came from a number of locations. Furthermore, there was marriage 

between people of different origins and language dialects. The inter­

views in chapter 5 and genealogical information in Appendix III gives 
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information on their origins and relationships. At the root of these 

relationships is the tie between language dialect and territory that is 

the basis of the label "Sand Papago." 

The Papago speak at least seven different dialects, each of which 

was originally restricted to a certain territory. Two territories and 

dialects are represented at Quitobaquito that reflect its location near 

territory boundaries and frequent movement in the late 1800s and early 

1900s. The dialects identified by our informants were: (1) S-o'obma-

kam (Apache-Like People) also known as 'O'otkol Ha-ko'adam (Sand Lizard 

Crunchers) or Hia Tatk Kurmdam (Sand Root Crunchers); and (2) Hu:hu'ula 

(Orphans). The S-o'obmakam or 'O'otkol Ha-ko'adam/Hia Tatk Kurmdam 

lived in what is usually called "Sand Papago" or Areneno territory. 

This territory was the dry desert reaching from the Ajo Mountains to the 

Gila Mountains, from just south of the Gila River to the Gulf of Cali­

fornia. The best descriptions of this territory and the Sand Papagos' 

way of life is in works by Hackenberg (1964) and Fontana (1974). 

One of the common problems of Papago history is the exact number of 

dialects spoken by the people, and the territory, history, and relation­

ships between them. Some dialects are now extinct, and the historical 

records are based on a number of brief reports by non-Indians. 

The survivors of the Sand Papago are now scattered, and those who 

have provided information on Quitobaquito residences live around the 

northern edges of the old Sand Papago territory, which traditionally 

centered on the Sierra Pinacate (figure 1) . To live in this territory 

required continually moving around to collect food as it became availa­

ble. At some times of the year they visited the Gulf of California to 

fish; at others they hunted the animals and ate the plants to be found 

in the desert. These desert foods are reflected in the two terms "Sand 

Root Crunchers" and "Sand Lizard Crunchers." The sand root is the 

edible plant Ammobroma sonorae that has often been mentioned in accounts 

of Sand Papago territory (see Lumholtz 1971:318-319 for pictures and a 

description). Farming in Sand Papago territory was only possible at its 

fringes near rivers and springs, as at Sonoita and Quitobaquito. 

The Hu:hu'ula dialect is spoken in the western area of the central 

portion of Papagueria, where the Papagos could rely more on farming. In 

this part of Papago country the people moved each year between a summer 
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field village and a winter mountain or well village. Quitobaquito is 

very close to the border between Sand Papago and Hurhu'ula territory, 

and people of these different dialects intermarried, had children, and 

were buried at Quitobaquito. 

Chapter 5 contains a number of references to the Sand Papago 

(S-o'obmakam or 'O'otkol Ha-ko'adam/Hia Tatk Kurmdam) and their distinc­

tiveness from other Papago. The exact differences in language and tra­

ditions between them and other Papago have not been systematically re­

corded. The older informants whose interviews are in chapter 5 are the 

last ones who can give us this information. 

As we can best determine, the dialect/territorial backgrounds of 

key individuals who lived and/or died at Quitobaquito is as follows. 

The three family lines that account for most of the people buried 

at Quitobaquito are shown in figure 3 of chapter 4. Orozcos and Garci-

as, the earliest residents to be buried there, are identified as "Sand 

Papago;" Orozcos are identified as also being S-o'obmakam. The two 

families were joined with the marriage of two second-generation repre­

sentatives—Jose Juan Orozco and Thelinie (or Terini) Garcia. In the 

next generation a third family was introduced by the marriage of Wialos 

Velasco (Dr. Pancho) to Savel Orozco. Wialos Velasco is also identified 

as Sand Papago/S-o'obmakam and, as the historical accounts in chapter 2 

show, Wialos was known as a true survivor of the Sierra Pinacate Sand 

Papago. 

The arrangement of the graves (figure 2) reflects this series of 

marriages between kindreds. The 29 graves on the western slope consti­

tute the plot of the Garcias and Orozcos. The five graves downslope, 

and to the east, contain Wialos Velasco, his wife Savel Orozco, and his 

relatives. 

A fourth family line that appears in the second generation and 

later is the Ortega family, who are representatives of the Hu:hu'ula 

dialect group. The Ortegas—Louis, Rita, Francisco Sonotoria, and Jose 

Gavelon—apparently originate in the area of Gagga (Ka Ka) Village and 

Stoa Pitk (White Mud). It is, of course, the Garcia-Ortega alliance 

(Thomas Garcia and Rita Ortega) to whom Thomas Child's and Martha Gar­

cia 's children trace their kinship. John Merrill likewise married a 

woman, Maria Garcia, who was a daughter of this same pair. 
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