




36

Figure 3.57. Wood pipe at Herrmann Farm
pond (Feature 39).

Figure 3.60. Concrete pipeline debris (Fea-
ture 51).

Figure 3.56. Feature 33 at the relocation
center sewage treatment plant.

Figure 3.58. In-situ manhole (Feature 7).
Figure 3.59. Pulled manhole (Feature 40).

Figure 3.61. Rock fill along pipeline ditch
(Feature 6).
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Table 3.2.
Sewage Treatment Plant Features.

Plant A Plant B

WRA
Building
No.

Plan
Size

Archeological
Feature No.

WRA
Building
No.

Plan
Size

Archeological
Feature No.

Primary Clarifier 1A 24' dia not found 1B 45' dia not found 

Intermediate Clarifier 2A 24' dia 25 2B 45' dia not found

Final Clarifier 3A 24' dia 30 3B 45' dia 26

First Stage Filter 4A 29' dia 22 and 23 4B 61' dia not found

Second Stage Filter 5A 29' dia not found 5B 61' dia 24

Digesters (n=2) 6 40' dia ea not found

Chlorine Contact Tank 7 24' dia not found

Pump House 1 (8) 16' x 16' 33

Pump House 2 not found

Pump House 3 not found

Pump House 4 28

Pump House 5 not found

Pump House 6 not found

Pump House 9 not found

Stand-By Pump House 10 27

Feature 93 consists of some concrete rubble and a few lumber fragments north of the root cellar. It
is likely debris cleared from the relocation center.

Isolated Artifacts 
Twelve isolated artifacts were recorded (see Table B.2). Seven of these likely date to the relocation
center and five date to the Herrmann Farm. Those dating to the farm include three auto parts (Figure
3.65), a cinder block, and a power pole. The relocation center artifacts include cold cream jar
fragments, a hotelware plate fragment, a galvanized bucket, two pieces of lumber, and two fragments
of metal culvert.
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Figure 3.62. Concrete steps (Feature 38).
Figure 3.63. Artifact scatter (Feature 52).

Figure 3.64. Pulled concrete footing (Feature
91).

Figure 3.65. Gas tank (Isolated artifact A12).
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Chapter 4

Summary and Recommendations
During archeological survey in July 2006, over 90 features were discovered and recorded within the
128-acre John Herrmann Farm property. Many of the features, such as a fire station, remnants of
water and sewage treatment utilities, and a root cellar, date to the relocation center. However, the
majority of features documented are related to the Herrmann Farm, some built during the “Farm-In-
A-Day” promotion, some using materials recycled from the relocation center. The significance of
the features and of the property overall and recommendations for future management are discussed
below.

Significance
Significant relocation center features within the Herrmann Farm include the fire station, the root
cellar, and remains of the sewage treatment plant and other infrastructure. The fire station is the only
surviving relocation-center example from an internee residential area; the only other extant fire
station associated with the relocation centers is at Tule Lake, in the 1943 Military Police compound.
Even more amazing, the fire station is in its original condition, with remarkable integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The Minidoka/Herrmann root
cellar, too, is a rare survivor: it is one of only two remaining at the ten relocation centers; the other
is at Heart Mountain, on private land. The root cellar has suffered some deterioration in the last 60
years, but it, too, retains remarkable integrity. The large sprawling sewage treatment plant illustrates
the enormous scale of the relocation, witness to the few years when Minidoka was one of the largest
cities in Idaho. A pathway and artifacts, on the other hand, provide tangible links to the internment
experience at a more human, individual scale. 

The John Herrmann Farm itself is important, too, both in itself and for its relationship with the
relocation center. The farm illustrates how relocation center land was disposed, often to war
veterans, and how many relocation center buildings were recycled as part of the next stage of
settlement. As one of a few Farm-In-A-Day promotions in the country, the farm provides a living
example of Idaho homesteading history. Further, the features of the farm testify to the difficulties
faced by small family farmers in this region. Even with the rapid influx of capital and labor donated
by the Farm-In-A-Day project, the John Herrmann Farm never became self-sufficient; the unfinished
front steps of the Herrmann home betray the very ephemeral nature of the good-intentioned
intervention. It may also belie the government’s overly optimistic expectation that the Japanese
American internees could develop the lands within the Minidoka Relocation Center reserve as
productive farmland: farming was difficult in south-central Idaho, even with the availability of
abundant and cheap internee labor. 

The Herrmann Farm property as a whole appears to meet at least three of the criteria for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places, as stated in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36
Section 60:
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The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory
or history.

The farm is associated with the Minidoka relocation center, and includes key elements of the center
not encompassed by the adjacent Minidoka Internment National Monument; it also illustrates
homesteading in Idaho and soil conservation districts’ early approaches to promotion and education
(Criterion A). 

The property meets both aspects of Criterion C. The farm includes outstanding individual structures
that embody the distinctive characteristics of the relocation (such as the fire station) and the Farm-
In-A-Day phenomenon (the Herrmann residence). As a whole, the farm includes features such as
the relocation center’s sewage treatment plant and the Farm-In-A-Day’s fields and irrigation system.
These features represent significant aspects of the relocation and of mid-twentieth century
homesteading, even though the separate components lack individual distinction. 

The farm is also likely to yield information important in history (Criterion D). There is potential for
buried cultural deposits related to the relocation center near the location of the incinerator (in the
vicinity of Feature 41) and in the former barracks areas, which could be productive sources of
archeological information. Further, the high integrity of the farm’s features give it potential to serve
as a physical mnemonic device in oral histories related to both eras of significance. For at least a few
more years, historians may find people who remember living in the relocation center, working at the
fire station, participating in the Farm-In-A-Day project, or working early homestead farms. The
physical remains at the Farm could likely elicit memories and stories that otherwise might not come
to light.

Criterion B, for properties “associated with the lives of persons significant in our past,” is often
reserved for famous individuals, for example, the “movers and shakers” of politics and government,
industry, or the arts. However, this criterion might apply to the John Herrmann Farm, even though
no single individual stands out in the history books. People of Japanese descent including former
internees from Minidoka have, as a group, fought for redress, and they have certainly been
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influential in our country’s sense of justice (Figure 4.1). Their work continues to help shape the
debate over racial discrimination, habeus corpus, and other civil rights issues to this day. John
Herrmann gained local fame as the host of the Farm-In-A-Day project, but he is also important as
a representative of the returning World War II veterans who homesteaded land in Idaho. 

Recommendations
Recommendations include actions to preserve significant buildings, features, and information, and
to enhance the interpretive potential of the parcel. First, the zoning recommendations of the General
Management Plan for the Minidoka Internment National Monument should be extended to the John
Herrmann Farm property:
 

Special Use - Park Development Zone would be appropriate for the Block 22 reconstruction;
Cultural Resources - Historic Features Zone would apply to the Herrmann farm house and
environs, the sewage treatment plant area, and the root cellar;
Cultural Resources - Historic Open Space is most appropriate for the farm fields; the historic
farming use should be continued to maintain the cultural landscape.

Building Assessments
A building assessment should be prepared for each standing building at the Herrmann Farm, to detail
the existing condition, evaluate the need for stabilization, determine causes of deterioration (where
present), and recommend treatments for both preservation and rehabilitation. The assessments
should focus not only on preservation needs but also on potential future uses of the buildings.
Immediate needs include new roofing and weatherproofing.

Figure 4.1. Dedication of flag pole at the Stafford Elementary School conducted
by the Boy Scouts of the Minidoka Relocation Center (WRA photograph 1943).
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Inventory and Collections
A detailed inventory of furnishings, farm equipment, and other artifacts within the buildings and in
Features 17 and 18 should be completed as soon as possible after the Herrmann family has removed
what they want, currently scheduled to occur by November. Nothing should be discarded until an
interpretive plan and scope of collections is developed for the farm era.

Oral History
The Park should actively collect and preserve oral histories and photographs related to the three
aspects of the property’s significance, the relocation center, the Farm-In-A-Day, and Idaho
homesteading.  This would include interviewing relocation center fire fighters, on-site when
possible; collecting oral histories, photographs, and other records from the Herrmann family, and
interviews with neighbors and others that recall the Farm-In-A-Day event.

Archeological Investigations
There appears to be very little potential for significant buried cultural deposits within the Herrmann
Farm property, with two exceptions. First, additional features of the sewage treatment plant may lie
buried.  Second, testing should be conducted at Feature 41 and vicinity to locate a possible dump
associated with the relocation center incinerator. Within the residential blocks and elsewhere,
archeological monitoring of any new ground disturbance is recommended. The depth of disturbance
from farm activities is unknown, and intact features and artifacts from the relocation era may be
buried.  For example, at Manzanar, buried artifacts and features found in the residential blocks and
other areas provided new information about relocation center life (Burton 2002, 2005b).

Historic Landscape
The official recommendations for maintaining the historic landscape will be included in an
upcoming Historic Landscape Report, but these suggestions are submitted from the archeological
resource perspective. Current plans call for Block 22 to be reconstructed as a demonstration block;
because the massive road ramp adjacent to the west side of Block 22  appears to have been built as
part of the Farm-In-A-Day, it should be removed. The Fire Station should be restored and used in
the interpretation; the Firemen’s Tree should be preserved, and the pathway from the Administration
Area to at least the vicinity of Fire Station should be restored. Additional features of the sewage
treatment plant should be exposed to show its scale. Anticipating that the Farm-In-A-Day will be
interpreted as it was at its inception, the mobile home and any other features identified as post-1950s
should be removed. To preserve the historic landscape, farming should continue. Farm facilities
could be included in a farm lease, or used by a site caretaker. 

In closing, The Conservation Fund and the Friends of Minidoka have facilitated the preservation of
an important component of internment history. The acquisition of the Herrmann Farm-In-A-Day
Property by the National Park Service will not only allow for the reconstruction of a residential
barracks block at its original location, but it also provides the unique opportunity to interpret what
happened after the relocation center closed and the effect of the relocation center on local settlement
and economy. As such, the Herrmann Farm-In-A-Day property is an important and unique part of
the internment story.
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Appendix A
Feature and Isolated Artifacts

Summary Tables
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Table A.1. Features within the John Herrmann “Farm-In-A-Day” Property.

Fea.
No.

Component

Description Moved?
W

R
A

 

Fa
rm

1 X X Garage/Fire Station No. 1, 40 x 98 ft, concrete apron 20 x 40 ft with farm
equipment and tires

No

2 X Herrmann Farm residence built in 1952, 26'10" x 38', five rooms plus bathroom,
hall, and four closets, awning on north side

No

3 X X Outbuilding, 20 x 30 ft, made of recycled relocation center materials Yes

4 X X Milking barn, 20 x 40 ft, made of recycled relocation center materials Yes

5 X Two mobile homes attached side-by-side, 18 x 64 ft and 12 x 40 ft No

6 X Pipeline trench through lava rock, 100 ft long No

7 X Oval manhole, 4 x 5 ft Yes

8 X Rocks, concrete debris, and two footings, 4 m dia Yes

9 X Mound, 8 m dia, 2 m high Yes

10 X Mound, dirt and gravels, 5 x 20 m Yes

11 X Root cellar, 50 x 230 ft No

12 X Ditch on east side of root cellar No

13 X Rock-lined gravel pathway, 8½ ft wide, 750 ft long (extends beyond project area) No

14 X Corral, 4 pens, 150 x 170 ft No

15 X Road, earthen ramp, fill includes rocks, concrete footings, and other debris No

16 X Water Tower No. 2 footings No

17 X Farm equipment, approx. 1 acre n/a

18 X Farm equipment and materials, approx 1/4 acre n/a

19 X Farm equipment (n=2) n/a

20 X Farm equipment (n=1) n/a

21 X X Locust tree No

22 X Metal object (sewage treatment plant), 4½ ft dia, 4 ft high No

23 X Concrete footing (sewage treatment plant), 2½ ft sq No

24 X Concrete rubble (sewage treatment plant), 10 m dia Yes

25 X Seepage pit (sewage treatment plant), concrete box 6 ft sq surrounded by rocks,
approx 30 ft dia

No

26 X Seepage pit (sewage treatment plant), approx 45 ft dia, 10 ft deep No
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27 X Concrete box (sewage treatment plant), 12 ft sq box with 7 inch thick walls No

28 X Pump house (sewage treatment plant), 11 by 20 ft, pit below, section of wood pipe
on top

No

29 X Large rocks with drill holes Unk

30 X Metal object (sewage treatment plant), 4½ ft high, and rock alignment No

31 X Concrete pier (sewage treatment plant), 2'8" sq at base, 2' sq at top, 3 ft high, 4
bolts in top

Yes

32 X Concrete debris (sewage treatment plant) Yes

33 X Pump house (sewage treatment plant), 24 x 30½ ft, extension on east side 5 x 38
ft, tank below has two sections (4 ft and 26½ ft)

No

34 X Trench cut, 200 ft long, up to 8 ft deep No

35 X Linear plant growth in field, 400 ft long, approx 6 ft wide No

36 X X Rock alignment along driveway edge, partially buried, approx 50 ft No

37 X X Road, 1000 ft long No

38 X Concrete steps Yes

39 X X Pond and pump, section of wood pipe from relocation center No

40 X Oval manhole, 4 x 5 x 2½ ft high Yes

41 X Rock dump, 3 x 5 x 1.5 m high, within barren area in field 20 m dia (low earthen
mound)

Yes

42 X Rock dump,10 x 15 m, with a metal pipe, concrete pipe fragments, a few glass and
can fragments

Yes

43 X Domestic well, concrete box 5'10" x 6'3" x 5'9" deep, open floor, pump on 16" x
18" pad, pressure tank on 2'6" sq pad

No

44 X Rock dump in ditch, 2 x 10 m Yes

45 X Rock dump and debris, salt-glazed pipe fragments, lumber (n=1), 3 m dia Yes

46 X Rock dump, 1 m dia Yes

47 X Two concrete footings Yes

48 X Oval manhole No

49 X Rock dump, 4 x 13 x 1 m high Yes

50 X Rock dump, 2 m dia Yes
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51 X Concrete debris, 1 ft dia pipe (elbow, vertical to horizontal) within block of
concrete, 3 ft sq at top, 2½ ft thick

Yes

52 X Artifact scatter, 4 m dia, 200+ small clear and amber glass fragments (including
portions of a Clorox bottle), 1 can lid

No

53 X Rock dump, 1 m dia Yes

54 X Rock dump, 1 m dia Yes

55 X Oval manhole debris Yes

56 X Rock dump, 1 m dia Yes

57 X Rock dump, 1 m dia Yes

58 X Rock dump with metal part and bolt, 1.5 m dia Yes

59 X Rock dump and cinder block debris, 2 m dia, 0.5 m high Yes

60 X Rock dump, 2 m high Yes

61 X X Oval manhole and rock dump debris under tree Yes

62 X Two small concrete slab fragments at edge of road Yes

63 X Rock dump, 10 m dia Yes

64 X Joel Herrmann memorial marker, engraved polished granite Yes

65 Concrete footing and rocks in ditch Yes

66 X Four tree stumps No

67 X Mound, 30 ft dia, 6 ft high Yes

68 X Fire ring No

69 X Farm equipment (n=6) n/a

70 X Farm equipment (n=1), John Deere n/a

71 X Farm equipment (n=1) n/a

72 X Elevated oil drums No

73 X Landscaping and propane tank at the Herrmann Farm residence, lawn, stepping
stones, four tire planters with irises, juniper, willow, two pines

No

74 X Farm irrigation system (ditches and pipelines) No

75 X Distribution box, 26" dia with cinder blocks No

76 X Concrete debris and rock in ditch Yes



Table A.1. Features within the John Herrmann “Farm-In-A-Day” Property.

Fea.
No.

Component

Description Moved?
W

R
A

 

Fa
rm

50

77 X Distribution box No

78 X Rock dump and cinder blocks Yes

79 X Abandoned culvert, two concrete pipe sections No

80 X Culvert, concrete pipe No

81 X Culvert, concrete pipe No

82 X Distribution box No

83 X Metal culvert with concrete headwalls No

84 X Concrete ditch drop No

85 X Culvert, concrete pipe No

86 X Ditch tee No

87 X Debris, cinder blocks Yes

88 X Debris, cinder blocks under locust trees Yes

89 X Ditch tee No

90 X Culvert, concrete pipe No

91 X Seven concrete footings and two metal parts Yes

92 X Culvert, concrete pipe No

93 X Concrete debris and lumber fragments Yes

94 X Farm machinery (n=1) n/a

95 X Hole with concrete pipe and debris (oval manhole) No

96 X Flooded depression and earthen mound (Well No. 3) No
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Table A.2. Isolated Artifacts within the John Herrmann “Farm-In-A-Day” Property.

No.

Component

Description

W
R

A
 

Fa
rm

A1 X Lumber, 8" x 14" x 10'

A2 X Galvanized bucket

A3 X Auto hood

A4 X Auto trunk hood under tree

A5 X Cold cream jar fragments (in road), Hazel Atlas Glass Co. basemark

A6 X Plain white hotelware plate fragment

A7 X Cinder block (half)

A8 X Powerpole, 30 ft long

A9 X Vehicle gas tank

A10 X Lumber, 9 ft long decomposing beam and other fragments

A11 X Metal culvert fragment

A12 X Metal culvert fragment
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Appendix B
Maps
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