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Every year since 1969, Japanese American pilgrims have journeyed to the former 
campsite that was Manzanar. They gather at the Manzanar Cemetery monument, a 
squat obelisk. On one of its sides, three Japanese characters proclaim, "Soul Consoling 
Tower." These Pilgrims clean and dress the modest graveyard, conduct a ceremony, and 
listen to speeches. They return each year as through their entrance to America, the land 
of the free, keeps being denied. It is almost as if the graves they care for are more than 
graves of the infants and elderly, who while living in this desolate enclave so terrified 
the rest of America. It is as through they were the graves of the pilgrims' civil and 
constitutional rights. 

William Minoru Hohri, Repairing America 1984 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
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Project Scope: 19 surface features were investigated; 104 square meters and 210 linear meters 
of trench were excavated and a total of 575 square meters was scraped to depths up to 10 cm. 
National Register Status: Manzanar Relocation Center listed July 30, 1979. 
Photograph Accession Number: WACC 01:05. 
Collections Accession Number: MANZ-0031, WACC-01330. 

Front cover: Cemetery monument (Historic American Buildings Survey 1994). 
Back cover: Religious service at the Manzanar cemetery (Toyo Miyatake photograph©, ca. 1944). 

This report is number 79 in a continuing series, Publications in Anthropology, published by the Western 
Archeological and Conservation Center, 1415 North Sixth Avenue, Tucson, Arizona 85705. 
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Abstract 

Between December 1999 and March 2001 the Western Archeological and Conservation Center of the 
National Park Service conducted archeological investigations at the relocation center cemetery in 
Manzanar National Historic Site. A total of 19 surface features were investigated; 104 square meters and 
210 linear meters of trench were excavated. In addition an area of 575 square meters was scraped to depths 
of up to 10 cm. This work discovered that many of the rock outlines and grave markers present at the start 
of the project bore little correspondence to historical records or actual cemetery conditions. It was 
determined that there had been no more than 15 burials in the cemetery originally and of these, only six 
remain. As a part of this project, graves with human remains were marked with rock outlines and 
mounded with earth; former graves were marked with rock outlines. Post markers, a returned headstone, 
and a small plot fence were also replaced. The concrete cemetery monument built by the internees was 
cleaned and repainted. 

Vases that once held floral arrangements that adorned the graves and cemetery monument during the 
relocation center occupation, as well as the abundant remains of hand-made artificial flowers, were found 
during the excavations. As part of the cemetery clean-up when the relocation center closed in 1946, the 
vases and flower remains apparently had been removed from individual graves and the monument and 
buried. The archeological work also identified the location of the original internee-constructed fence, so 
that it could be accurately reconstructed. The location of a 1970s fence refurbished by the Manzanar 
Committee and clues about the location of a 1946 fence built by the War Relocation Authority were 
likewise uncovered. Traces of occupations prior to the relocation center were found as well. A concrete 
pipeline, an earthen ditch, and buried tree stumps from an orchard planted by the residents of the 
1910-1930s town of Manzanar were encountered within the cemetery, and a small roasting pit and a few 
scattered artifacts indicate use of the immediate area by Native American Indians possibly as early as 
A.D. 600. 
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Introduction 

Over the course of the last two years the Western Archeological and Conservation Center of the 
National Park Service conducted archeological investigations at the relocation center cemetery 
in Manzanar National Historic Site, located in east-central California. This report describes the 
results of those investigations. 

Established by Congress on March 3, 1992, Manzanar National Historic Site is administered by 
the National Park Service. Manzanar was one often camps at which Japanese-American citizens 
and Japanese immigrants were interned during World War II. Construction of the camp at 
Manzanar began in March 1942; it remained in operation until late 1945. At its peak, Manzanar 
held a population of about 10,000. The Manzanar War Relocation Center was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places on July 30, 1979, for its association with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, specifically the internment 
of Japanese-Americans during World War II. Manzanar was less than 50 years old at the time it 
was listed on the National Register, but it was deemed to be of exceptional importance. The 
cemetery serves as a poignant reminder that some of the 10,000 Japanese Americans interned at 
Manzanar never saw their homes again. 

In 1999 Manzanar National Historic Site was awarded a "Save America's Treasures Planning 
Fund" grant which included funding to reconstruct the original internee-built fence at the 
relocation center cemetery. The fence is visible in the background of historical photographs taken 
by Ansel Adams and Toyo Miyatake. However, archeological excavations were necessary to locate 
the post holes and other evidence of the original fence for its accurate reconstruction. Another 
aspect of the archeological work was the verification of the location, number, and extent of the 
graves present, necessary for the future management of the cemetery. Also investigated were an 
adjacent series of graves known as the "pet cemetery." The archeological work is an agency 
responsibility under Sections 106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The 
California Health and Safety Code requirements concerning cemeteries is not applicable since 
no human remains were to be moved. 

Historical Background 

The Manzanar Relocation Center was located in the Owens Valley, in east-central California, 220 
miles north of Los Angeles and 250 miles south of Reno, Nevada. On the western edge of the 
Basin and Range province, the topography of the area is dramatic, with the steep Sierra Nevada 
range to the west and the White-Inyo Mountains to the east (Figure 1). At about 3900 feet 
elevation, summers are hot and winters are cold, and the natural vegetation in the vicinity is 
desert scrub. 

When the region was first explored by Euro-americans in the early nineteenth century, Owens 
Valley was occupied by the Owens Valley Paiute, whose diverse economy included irrigation of 
native plants, collection of other plant foods, hunting, and long-distance trade. Archeological sites 
in the valley indicate the occupation extends back thousands of years, but with the growing 
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Figure 1. Manzanar and Mt. Williamson (Dorothea Lange photograph, 1942). 

dominance of the Euro-american economy, by the end of the nineteenth century many of the 
Native American settlements were displaced by ranches, farms, and small American-style towns. 

The relocation center was located at the former farm and orchard community of Manzanar. 
Founded in 1910, the town was abandoned when the city of Los Angeles purchased the land in 
the late 1920s for its water rights. Most of the town's buildings were moved or burned, and the 
fruit and other non-native trees, originally planted with state-of-the-art irrigation systems, were left 
abandoned. 

The relocation center was begun as an assembly center, the "Owens Valley Reception Center," 
in March of 1942. It later became the first relocation center operated by the War Relocation 
Authority (WRA). By July of 1942, Manzanar's population was nearly 10,000. As at other 
relocation centers, the population included Japanese Americans of all ages, citizens and resident 
aliens alike. 

The central developed portion of the relocation center, which included barracks, mess halls, 
administration buildings, warehouses, factories, and other support facilities, covered an area of 
approximately 540 acres. Eight watchtowers were completed on the perimeter by August 1942, 
and a five-strand barbed wire security fence around the central area was completed by the end of 
the year. 
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Figure 2. Location of the Manzanar Relocation Center Cemetery. 

The relocation center cemetery was located along the western perimeter of the residential area, 
just outside the security fence (Figure 2). The area selected for the relocation center cemetery lay 
within an old peach orchard that had been planted by the small farming community of 
Manzanar. Apple trees grew to the east (LADWP 1929 plat maps, Burton 1996). Many of the 
orchard trees in the cemetery vicinity were still alive into the 1940s, and were tended by the 
internees. Relocation center blueprints show the cemetery subdivided into six equal-sized units 
of approximately one-half acre each. Apparently only one of these units was used. 
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Figure 4. Buddhist funeral service for Francis Fujino (16-7-1), December 4, 1942 
(County of Inyo, Eastern California Museum). 

Figure 3. Christian funeral service for Chiyo Toyama (28-11-3), November 13, 
1942 (County of Inyo, Eastern California Museum). 
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