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$ It had the makings of a good little town at one time.
John M. Gorman, I Remember Manzanar, 1967

Eighty percent of everything ever built in America has been built in the last fifty years, and most of it
is depressing, brutal, unhealthy, and spiritually degrading ... it is a landscape of scary places, the
geography of nowhere, that has simply ceased to be a credible human habitat.

James Howard Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere, 1993
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Project Summary

WACC Project Number: MANZ 1997 D.

Type of Project: Archeological testing.

Field Director: Jeff Burton.

Project Archeologists: Ron Beckwith, Chuck Bouscaren, Jennifer Bybee, Steve
Harvey, Mark Hintzman, Jill Mayo, Stacie Reutter, Carol Schultze, and Stephen
Wenzell.

Volunteers: Caven Clark, Lynne Gardner, Nancy Hopkins, Dick and Florence
Lord, Paula Sutton, and George Voyta

Field work Dates: October 14 through November 1, 1997, and February 27
through March 6, 1998.

Person Days in Field: 110

Project Location: Manzanar National Historic Site and vicinity.

Project Scope: 23 sites, loci, and features tested.

National Register Status: Manzanar Relocation Center listed July 30, 1979.
Collections Accession Information: MANZ Acc. No. 00012, WACC Acc. No.
01162, Photograph Acc. No. 98:15.

Cover Art by Lynne Gardner

This report is number 72 in a continuing series, Publications in Anthropology, published by the Western
Archeological and Conservation Center, 1415 North Sixth Avenue, Tucson, Arizona 85705.
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Abstract

U.S. Highway 395 within and around the Manzanar National Historic Site in Inyo County,
California. Caltrans has proposed upgrading the current two-lane highway in the vicinity of the
National Historic Site to a four-lane divided highway. The archaeological work was deemed necessary to
determine the research potential of the cultural resources and to make recommendations about how the

The National Park Service conducted archeological investigations at 23 sites, features, and loci along

resources should be managed. Archaeological field work included mapping, artifact inventory and
collection, and subsurface testing. Most the investigated sites are associated with the town of Manzanar
and date to between 1910 and the early 1930s. Two of the sites have earlier historical components and
three have prehistoric components. Six are associated with the World War IT Manzanar Relocation Center
and nine are more recent (post 1945). Most of the Relocation Center features in the project area are
significant, three of the town-era sites are significant for their information potential, and the one single-
component prehistoric site tested may be significant, depending upon whether there are substantial
subsurface cultural deposits in addition to those found during these investigations. All of the significant
or potentially significant sites or features are located west of the existing highway and would not be
physically affected by the proposed highway widening. However, the highway itself is part of the historic
Relocation Center-era landscape. It is recommended that its two-lane character be retained as a frontage
road, and that the new divided highway be located to the east.



«)

Acknowledgments

possible without the tireless efforts of Manzanar National Historic Site superintendent Ross

Hopkins. He not only conceived the project, he also provided much needed support and all
important funding. Caltrans archeologists Don Laylander, Martha Proctor, Paula Sutton, and Judy
Tordoff provided initial direction and suggestions for research. Paula also arranged for a replacement
backhoe and operator on short notice.

Many people contributed to the completion of this report. The project would not have been

The crew for this project consisted of WACC archeologists Ron Beckwith, Jill Mayo, and Stacie Reutter.
In addition, archeologists Jennifer Bybee, Chuck Bouscaren, Steve Harvey, Mark Hintzman, Carol
Schultze, and Stephen Wenzell were hired through Death Valley National Park’s cooperative agreement
with the Archeological Research Unit, University of California, Riverside. We also had the assistance of
Caven Clark and George Voyta from Death Valley National Park, Caltrans archeologist Paula Sutton, and
volunteers Lynne Gardner, Nancy Hopkins, and Dick and Florence Lord. I am again indebted to
volunteers Dick and Florence Lord, who contributed their time, expertise, equipment, and supplies to take
and process the field photographs this project required.

Bill Michael and Beth Porter at the Eastern California Museum and Nancy Wills at the LADWP Northern
Field Office provided information and access to their files. Ron Beckwith drafted the maps and figures.
Dick and Florence Lord produced the artifact photographs and prints used in this report. Special analyses
were preformed by Lynn Rogers, Richard Hughes, Tom Origer, and Jenny Waters. Hank Baron, Tina
Spengler, Angela Nava, and Sue Wells took care of administrative chores at WACC and Kay White
handled administrative tasks at the ARU. George Teague helped in artifact identification, and as project
supervisor provided invaluable support and encouragement. The report was edited by Bill Giillespie.

To these, and as always to my life editor Mary and son Daniel, many thanks.

vi



ProJect SUMMIAIY ..ttt t ettt e et et e e e e e e e e v

ADSEIACt vt vttt e e e e v

Acknowledgments .. ... ... e vi

List Of FIGUIES . o . oottt e e e e e e e e e X

Last o Tables . .ooononmnmmmm bt i s om0 6 000 06506 6 XV

Chapter 1

Introduetion ... oisnnueabiosnsimessassas aRRRNASSEEE S HEHFEENND RS EEEE TR TEE N A TR 1
Environmental and Cultural Background ........ ... .. .. .. 4
Report Structure . . ... oottt 5

Chapter 2

Research Objectivesand Methods .. ... ... .. .. . i 7
Research ObjJectives . .. v vttt e e e e 7
Field Methods .. ..ottt e e e e e e e e 8
BalWRIZ . oaeios oo 00 0 o KRR RS E KBS R B BN G R EEE RS 9

Chapter 3

Anton Homestead (CA-INY-4657-H) . . .. ...t e 13
Histowrieal Bocketound o s swosss soeensens s mmmme ommsss e s me s 6009050805 6018184 13
BREBIEIER .« e v s e o ko ek n ke b R R WA B R 13
o113 Lo o W 28

Chapter 4

Bogart Homesite (CA-INY-4883/H; MANZ 1993 A-23) . ... oot 31
Historical Background . ....... . 31
ReEesUIts .o e 31
IDISCUISSTONL. o s o o i 6166555050558 m e o o i 0 6 6 6 G /8 8 % 9 B 8 53 65 6§56 88 ERNEE 39

Vil





































































































































































































































































































































































Table 7.1. Surface Collected Artifacts From the Mulholland Homestead.

Ref. FN Description

128 874 1) Hotel ware ceramic fragment with “k. T. & .../[LINE]/cHIN...” (Knowles, Taylor, 8 Knowles,
ca. 1890-ca. 1910) (Figure 7.23¢)
2) White ware ceramic fragment with “IRONSTONE CHINA/[ROYAL COAT OF ARMs]” (Figure 7.24e)

129 875 Friction cap lid embossed with “FOLGER & CO/CO.../G.../sAN .../WARRANTED” (1890-1919)
130 641 Metal clothing rivet

131 876 Ornate sun-colored amethyst lamp glass fragment

132 877 Cartridge shell “u.s./38 s & w” (United States Cartridge Co., 1877-1936)

133 878 White ware ceramic fragment with “[ROYAL COAT OF ARMs]/paT...” (Figure 7.25a)

134 879 Five indeterminate ceramic body fragments with irregular brown glaze on interior and
exterior, possibly Chinese

135 880 White ware plate base with “[ROYAL coaT oF ARMs]/...1/...10R” (Figure 7.24d)
136 881 Wood-handled (?) three prong fork (Figure 7.14c)

137 882 Amber applied lip beer bottle neck

138 642 Button

139 883 Part of shifting rail or canopy top (wagon hardware) (Figure 7.19h)

140 884 °© White ware indeterminate base with blue mark “[eagle within star]” (Pioneer Pottery Works,
Wellsville, OH, 1885-1896) (Figure 7.20f)

141 885 1) Aqua caning jar body fragment embossed with “NOV 30.../1858” (Figure 7.12f)
2) Sun-colored amethyst cap fragment, 2%6-inch-diameter, embossed with “SOUTHERN
CALIFO.../[PALM TREE]/L0s ...” (Figure 7.12c)

142 643 Button

143 886 1) Two aqua bottle side panel fragments embossed with “...a...” and “... 1owa
887 2) Cast iron stove part
3) Two 134-inch staples
4) 13 wire nails (one 12d, four 10d, two 8d, two 6d, three 5d, and one 4d)
5) Nine cut nails (one 4", one 3", two 34", two 212", and three fragments)
6) Four 1Y2-inch-long horseshoe nails
7) 2-inch-diameter harness ring
8) 22 short cartridge shell “US” (1869-1936)

144 888 White ware indeterminate base fragment with “[DESIGN FRAGMENT]/...sTON...” (Figure 7.24f)

145 889 Three prong fork (Figure 7.14f)
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Figure 7.26. Large metal artifacts at CA-INY-3782/H; a. shifting rail or canopy top (cf. Fig 7.19h), b. wash
basin, c. cooking pan, d. bucket, e-f. lard buckets (all photographed in field).
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Figur 721 Waoe associated hard- Figure 7.28. Farm rake at CA-INY-3782/H.

ware at CA-INY-3782/H.

Table 7.2. Photographed and Piece-plotted Artifacts at the Mulholland
Homestead (CA-INY-3782/H).

Map

Ref. Description

P1 Unidentified metal object (Figure 7.26a)
P2 Horseshoe

P3 Metal wash basin (Figure 7.26b)

P4 Burner cover from a cast iron stove

P5 Plain white ware plate base, no basemark
P6 Cooking pan (Figure 7.26¢)

P7 Galvanized bucket (Figure 7.26d)

P8 Wagon pole and associated hardware (Figure 7.27)
P9 Lard bucket (Figure 7.26¢)

P10 Lard bucket (Figure 7.26f)

P11 Mechanical farm rake (Figure 7.28)

objects were piece-plotted and photographed (Table 7.2; see Figures 7.26-7.28). Also noted in the central
portion of the site, but not collected or photographed, were several small fragments of a porcelain doll’s
head. Surface collection included temporally diagnostic items and uncommon artifacts, as well as artifacts
representative of the site assemblage as a whole. Information on basemarks, back stamps, and
embossments are included in Table 7.1)

Six of the collected items, a projectile point, two flakes, two sherds, and a glass bead, are associated with
the aboriginal use of the site. The remaining artifacts are associated with the historic-period use of the site.
Structural related artifacts collected include 13 wire nails, 11 square-cut nails, two staples, a dead bolt part,
and a flat hinge. Furnishings and food-serving artifacts consist of five forks, two table knives, 47 ceramics,
two cast iron stove parts, a glass alphabet dish fragment, a piece of lamp glass, and two oil lamp bases.

Beverage, food, and pharmaceutical items include a complete wine bottle with an applied lip, 102 bottle
and jar fragments, two glass canning jar liners, three zinc canning jar lids, four hole-in-cap cans, three
other cans, and three can lids. Identified beverages include beer, wine, whiskey, coffee, and milk.
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Identified foods include baking powder, lard, and syrup. Home canning supplies include items from the
Hero Fruit Jar Company, the Mason Fruit Jar Company, and the Illinois Pacific Glass Company (“Boyd”
trademark). Identified patent medicines include “Scott’s Cod Liver Oil Emulsion with Lime and Soda,”
“Dr. Kennedy’s Medical Discovery,” and “Chamberlin’s Cough Remedy.”

Personal items and clothing include a suspender buckle, eight buttons and rivets, a carpet bag frame, and
a change purse. Toys include part of a toy plate, a metal fly, and half of a ceramic marble. Other activities
are represented by parts of four different harmonicas, a scissors, three hand tools, a “lunch box” tobacco
can with holes punched in the bottom and top, part of a match safe, a broken spur, 20 wagon or farm
machinery parts, six horseshoes, four horseshoe nails, four cartridges, and four shotgun shell bases.

Discussion

The Mulholland homestead encompasses an extensive scatter of historical artifacts within which there are
numerous small concentrations. Excavation results generally suggest a shallow cultural deposit with no
significant depth. A wide variety of items was encountered at the site including farm machinery,
horseshoes, square-cut and wire nails, eating utensils, harmonica parts, ceramic fragments, bottle and can
fragments, and ceramic and glass marbles. Found at a small artifact concentration at Feature 2 were a
sewing needle, straight pins, ornate buttons, and parts of scissors. All the temporally diagnostic artifacts
could be pre-1905, which indicates the Mulholland site is the oldest historical site investigated for this
project (Figure 7.29).

Besides scattered nails and a few pieces of window glass, no definitive evidence of any structures at the
site was found during testing. However, the trash does not appear to represent trash disposal from other
ranches or farms off-site. First, most of the temporally-diagnostic trash dates to between the 1880s and
1910. This tight clustering and variety of activities represented is consistent with the suspected
Mulholland occupation. Second, one would likely go to the trouble of burning and burying trash only
if a residence was nearby. Finally, there are no other known houses nearby that could have contributed
trash to the site, and trash from houses farther away seems unlikely in the days before automobiles and
trucks were common.

The range of artifacts present, representing both farm and domestic activities, suggests the Mulhollands
made serious attempts to settle the homestead (Table 7.3). The horse-drawn rake and hay mower blades
suggest the growing of forage crops, likely for cattle. There is more evidence of horses at the site, with
shoes for both saddle and workhorses. The large excavated pit, Feature 1, appears to have been an attempt
to locate a well, or possibly build a cellar. In either case it does not appear to have been used and was
quickly refilled.

Artifacts traditionally associated with both male and female activities are present, and marbles, a doll’s
head, a child’s dish, a toy plate, and a possible toy fly indicate children also lived at the site. The
harmonicas suggest the family spent enough time at the homestead to engage in leisure activities.

So why are there so few structural remains? The structure shown on early USGS maps may have been as
insubstantial as the tax records’ low valuation of the parcel’s improvements suggests. It apparently had

disappeared by the late 1920s, since LADWP records show no structures on either the former Mulholland
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Figure 7.29. Temporally diagnostic artifacts from CA-INY-3782/H.

or Jenkins properties.

In fact, it seems likely that the structure was essentially gone by 1910, since only a couple of artifacts that
definitely date after that date were found. A standing building at the homestead location would have been
visible from the main highway between Lone Pine and Bishop, and would surely have attracted some sort
of use, if only by passers-by. The structure was probably dismantled by the Mulhollands themselves or
by nearby ranchers, so the hardware and wood could be reused.
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The most likely location for the structure is at Feature 2. This low mound not only includes a few
apparently purposefully shaped rocks, it has a roughly rectangular shape oriented east-west. If Feature 6,
the pile of rocks, truly is a boundary marker as it appears to be, then it may represent the center of Section
24, the dividing line between the “successful” homestead and the unsuccessful Timber Culture Act claim.
Differentially corrected Global Positioning System readings suggest the boundary between these two
properties lies somewhere between Features 2 and 6. In any event, it appears Feature 2 is located just
where the 1907 USGS map places the house. A 12 by 18 foot cabin would fit on the mound between the
rocks. Although small by later Manzanar town standards, such a cabin might be assessed at only $25 in
1897. The size also seems consistent with the historical records that suggest the Mulhollands were far from
wealthy.

The presence of a wide variety of fine china at the site may seem inconsistent with the struggling
homestead picture. But only a few pieces of each pattern were observed on the surface, and there is little
subsurface material at the site. It is possible that the Mulhollands had fine things in spite of their financial
difficulties, perhaps acquired in more prosperous times. It is also possible they had accumulated different
china pieces from different sets as hand-me-downs or heirlooms - some of the ceramics could have been
over 20 years old by the 1890s.

Most of the indigenous artifacts at the site (flakes, cores, and projectile points) probably relate to the
widespread prehistoric component of the site. However, some artifacts, like the glass beads and flaked
glass, suggest Native American Indian use of the area in historic times either after or during the
Mulholland occupation. The Mulhollands may have hired Paiutes for wage labor, as did several of the
contemporaneous ranchers in the area (see Burton 1996).
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Table 7.3. Artifacts and Ecofacts in Excava-
tion and Surface Count Units at CA-INY-

3782/H.
BJECT CLASSIFICATION G g 5
Structural Materials 1 3
- Window Glass 7
g Hardware 7
&3@ Nails 187
Utilities
Beverage Storage 169
Food Storage 208 | 622
o | Food Preparation 1
g Food Remains 97
Qo Food Serving 156
Furnishings 3 1
Pharmaceutical 1
Clothing 12 13
—r'gv Jewelry
é Grooming and Hygiene 1
Money
Ammunition 2
Leisure
g Horse and Wagon 14
:% Miscellaneous Tools 5
Toys 2 1
Writing 4
Unclassified 50
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