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BUFFALO,SOLDIER m. 
"The negro troopers sat about, their black t 

skins shining with perspiration, and took ¡ 
no interest in the matter in hand. They oc­
cupied such time in joking and in merriment 
as seemed fitted for growling. They may be 
tired and they may be hungry, but they do 
not see fit to augment their misery by find­
ing fault with everybody and everything. In 
this particular they are charming men with 
whom to serve. Officers have often confessed 
to me that when they are on long and mono­
tonous field service and are troubled with 
a depression of spirits, they have only to go 
about the campfires of the negro soldier in. 
order to be amused and cheered by the clever 
absurdities of the men. Personal relations 
can be much closer between white officers 
and colored soldiers than in the white regi­
ments without breakina the barriers which 
are necessary to army discipline. The men 
look up to a good officer, rely on him in trou­
ble, and even seek him for advice in their small 
personal affairs. In barracks no soldier is al­
lowed by his fellows to "cuss out" a just and 
respected superior. As to their bravery, I am 
often asked, "Will they fight?" That is easily 
answered. They have fought many, many times. 
The old sergeant sitting near me, as calm of 
feature as a bronze statue, once deliberately 
walked over a Cheyenne rifle-pit and killed 
his man. One little fellow near him once took i 
charge of a lot of stampeded cavalry horses | 
when Apache bullets were flying loose and I 
no one knew from what point, to expect them ¡ 
next. These little episodes prove the some­
times doubted self-reliance of the nearo. " 
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