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FOREWORD 

The National Park Service became involved in archeological research 

on the Papago Indian Reservation as a result of a special relationship 

between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the National Park Service. 

Having no expertise in archeology, the Bureau of Indian Affairs looked 

to the National Park Service to provide assistance in this area. This 

relationship was established in 1966 by Chapter 502 DM 1 of the 

Departmental Manual. 

In the early 1970's the National Park Service was providing such 

assistance to the Phoenix Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, on the 

Papago and Gila River Indian Reservations. The Division of External 

Archeological Programs at the Western Archeological Center in Tucson, 

Arizona, was responsible for this program. At that time, Garland Gordon 

was the Division Chief. He had a deep interest in the program and took 

an active part. In fact, the program owed its existence to his strong 

support. 

I began my National Park Service career as field supervisor of the 

excavation project at the Gu Achi and Pisinimo sites. When I assumed 

these duties the project was well underway, temporarily under the 

supervision of Dana Isham. Isham had established the datum, gridded the 

sites, and initiated excavation. Isham had the project running smoothly 

when I assumed responsibility. I appreciated the advantage of this 

good start. He made another significant contribution when, late in the 

field season, he assumed full responsibility for the testing of the 

site at Pisinimo. 

This project was begun long before the Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation guidelines (Title 36 CFR 800) were published. It was a 

salvage project typical of the 1960's and early 1970's. Road con­

struction caught up with us long before our work was completed. 
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Vernon Palmer, Area Road Engineer, Phoenix Area Office, Bureau of Indian 

Affairs, instructed the contractor to avoid the site. As a result of 

Palmer's understanding and timely action, we were able to complete our 

work. The project would not have been completed without the funding 

provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs or without the support of the 

Area Engineer. Vernon Palmer was and continues to be a strong supporter 

of historic preservation. 

As the field work for this project came to an end, the activity we 

now frequently refer to as cultural resource management took off. 

Largely as a result of this, I was prevented from continuing the Gu Achi 

project. Instead I had to turn my efforts toward meeting the increasing 

number of requests for assistance we were receiving from the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs. With the creation of Interagency Archeological Services, 

I assumed yet more duties as Chief of the Division of External Archeo­

logical Programs. This took me even further away from the Gu Achi Project. 

I realized the project would have to be completed by someone else. 

I selected Bruce Masse, a Ph. D. student at the University of Arizona. 

Masse developed the project far beyond my expectations. He has produced 

not only a site report, but a comprehensive synthesis of work in the 

Papagueria. I very much appreciate his effort and hope this work proves 

valuable to others dealing with the archeology of the Papagueria or 

southern Arizona. 

A special thanks is in order for Dr. Emil Haury. During the field 

work I regularly met with Doc to discuss the project. His door was 

always open and he was never too busy to see me or Masse. Later Doc 

visited the site with us. Dr. Haury's interest and help with the 

project are deeply appreciated. 

It is with a sigh of relief and a feeling of satisfaction that after 

seven years I finally see this work off to the printer. It is the result 

of work by numerous people. I can claim credit only for these few 

remarks. 

John B. Clonts 
Tucson, Arizona 
1980 
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