A COOPERATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION
: PROJECT AT 5
- THE JOHN YOUNG HOMESTEAD

s

PU‘UKOHOLA HEIAU' NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
KAWAIHAE 2, SOUTH KOHALA
ISLAND OF HAWAI‘I

by iy
. MARA DURST, B.A.
University of Hawaii, Research
Corporation/ National Park Service

with contributions

.;.,» ol gt a2 45 i v
P LN PR ELS e e Ty i : by '
5 ’:’g};"‘r e sl ) a3y Jake Barrow, NPS Senior Exhibit
et WKLY Skl ' Specialist -~
-and Kecia Fong, M.S.
Pacific Island Cluster - ; - Publications in Anthropology 1

National Park Service 2001
U.S. Department of the Interior ’ :

o



A COOPERATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATION PROJECT AT
THE JOHN YOUNG HOMESTEAD

PU‘UKOHOLA HEIAU NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
KAWAIHAE 2, SOUTH KOHALA
ISLAND OF HAWAI‘I

by
MARA DURST, B.A.
University of Hawaii, Research Corporation/ National Park Service

with contributions
by
Jake Barrow, NPS Senior Exhibit
Specialist
and Kecia Fong, M.S.

Pacific Island Cluster
National Park Service
September, 2001

Publications in Anthropology 1



PREFACE

The National Park Service (NPS) staff and the Department of Anthropology at the University of
Hawai‘i at Hilo conducted the Summer 1999 archaeological field school at the John Young
Homestead, Upper Portion at Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site. The archaeological research
design was aimed at expanding our understanding of the locations, nature, and integrity of
archaeological deposits within the upper portion of the Homestead. By establishing this context, the
relationship of material assemblages can be placed within a broader cultural context. The controlled
subsurface excavations dispersed throughout the site coupled with the information from previous
limited archaeological excavations conducted at the John Young Homestead have enabled evaluation
of three more of the eight principle structures at the site for site interpretation and development of a
preservation plan.

The primary emphasis of this project was to obtain data for interpretive value concerning Western-
style Structure 1 (the house of John Young) and simultaneously develop an informed architectural
fabric conservation plan with efforts by the architectural conservation team. Staff from the NPS
Architectural Conservation Projects Program, Intermountain Region, Santa Fe, New Mexico
conducted the 1999 field conservation project at the John Young Homestead also with the
cooperation of the University of Hawaii’s field school. Areas within the site selected for
archaeological priorities were balanced against the conservation objective resulting in a system of
conserving the stone masonry (remnant standing walls of stone and mortar) and plasters (wall surface
plasters) of the structures on site. The first phase of the conservation effort has included the
development of several material conservation proposals based upon pilot tested field conservation
methods. The evaluation of the pilot conservation methods based upon material priorities and long-
term objectives will be implemented during the next phase of the conservation effort.

This three-party project represents the ongoing research efforts ultimately necessary to fulfill the
Establishing Act of 1972, Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site. This Act, in part, mandates the
preservation and interpretation for the public of the John Young Homestead, Upper Portion, State Site
50-10-05-2296."

* State Site 50-10-05-2296 (the prefix “50” denotes the state of Hawaii; “10” represents the Island of Hawai‘i; “05” signifies
the USGS 7.5’ Topographic Quad map in which the site is located, in this case Kawaihae ; and “2296” represents the
unique, incremental site number assigned by the State of Hawai‘i, Inventory of Historic Places (SIHP)).
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of the archaeological excavations and historical studies conducted for
the John Young Homestead, Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site, Island of Hawai‘i. A
cooperative effort between the National Park Service and the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo,
Department of Anthropology Archaeological Field School enabled the 1999 archaeological field
season while the National Park Service, Cultural Resource Preservation Program, provided the
necessary funding for the project. The field project was conducted under the co-directorship of Laura
Carter Schuster, M.A., Cultural Resource Management Branch Chief at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park (HAVO), and Peter Mills, Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology at the University of Hawai‘i at
Hilo. Project participants in the field included Dr. Mills and twelve University of Hawaii at Hilo field
school students who were in attendance at the site from June 14, 1999 until July 9, 1999; and HAVO
Cultural Resource Management staff.

Previous archaeological studies at the site were limited in scope (Rosendahl and Carter 1988,
Schuster 1992) yet provided important information regarding site processes. The objective for the
1999 archaeological excavation project at the Homestead was to uncover data from at least three of
the eight principle features at the Homestead to assist in rendering a developmental plan for
interpretation as well as preservation and access to this important historical site.

Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site (PUHE) is situated along the leeward coast of the Island of
Hawai‘i (see Figure 1) in the ahupua‘a of Kawaihae 2 (also known as Kawaihae Hikina or Kawaihae
East), South Kohala district. The seaward portion of Kawaihae 2, including John Young's house site
(established circa 1798) is incorporated within the boundaries of Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Histosic
Site. The Establishing Act to provide for Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site was passed by
Congress in August of 1972. Thus, defining a park unit containing contemporaneous structures,
Pu‘ukohola Heiau and the John Young Homestead together represent diverse cultural traditions
expressed on the Hawaiian landscape of the 1790s by their unique architecture and material remains
(Mills, et al. 1999).

The John Young Homestead (Upper Portion), State Site 50-10-05-2296, is one of the few examples
and perhaps the earliest example of the transitional period between traditional Hawaiian architecture
and the Western influence of architectural design and construction. The John Young Homestead as a
whole contains several structures dispersed between the “Lower Portion” (west/makai of Akoni Pule
Highway (Highway 270)) now owned by the State of Hawai‘i, and the “Upper Portion” (east/mauka
of Akoni Pule Highway (Highway 270)) owned by the National Park Service (see Figure 2). The
“Lower Portion” of the Homestead is likely buried under fill now a part of Kawaihae Harbor complex
(Apple 1978:27). The majority of known structures at the Homestead are concentrated in the “Upper
Portion” of the site on a small knoll, bounded by two dry gulches: Makahuna Gulch to the north and
Makeahua Gulch to the south. It is in the “Upper Portion” of the Homestead where the current
archaeological efforts were concentrated, and henceforth will be referred to as the “upper portion.”

As with the previous archaeological excavation conducted in 1978 (Rosendahl and Carter 1988), the
reality of site logistics and conditions, and unit recovery greatly reduced the extent of the excavation
plan as proposed in the Project Research Design (Mills, et al. 1999). Excavations were limited to
Structure 1, Structure 3, and Feature 3 at the John Young Homestead site during the 1999 field
season. The results of which yielded hitherto unknown architectural data as well as data regarding
artifact and midden dispersal at the site.
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Figure 1. The location of Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site, Kawaihae 2, South Kohala,
Island of Hawai‘i. Information derived from USGS Digital Line Graphs.
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Figure 2. Current land ownership and the location of the Upper Portion of the John Young Homestead,
Pu‘ukohola Heiau National Historic Site.



Objectives and Research Design

The 1999 archaeological excavations at the John Young Homestead as well as the 1997 assessment
and documentation effort (Colby and Barrow 1997) and the 1978 archaeological excavations
(Rosendahl and Carter 1988) represent a response to the ongoing need for a preservation and
interpretation plan for the site. The 1999 archaeological excavations focused on recovery of data for
the archaeological record to promote understanding of site processes and site history.

Research Questions

Previous archaeological investigations and historical surveys were allowed limited insight into early
activities at the John Young Homestead, Upper portion. Specific inquiries directed to answer
interpretive questions were developed and hence, guided the 1999 archaeological research design at
the Homestead (Mills, et al. 1999). The following research questions were posed and are addressed in
Chapter 8 under the heading of Site Discussion.

1. Can we identify a longer sequence and earlier occupation of the Homestead than historical
documentation and the limited previous archaeological investigations suggest?

2. What can we learn of John Young’s family and their connection to the Homestead? In addition,
what association did the surviving children of Isaac Davis, who were adopted by John Young
after Davis’ early demise in 1810, have to the Homestead?

3. What if any new information can be gleaned from controlled archaeological excavations to
contribute to our understanding of the architectural form and details of the various structures at
the Homestead?

4. Can criteria be devised to differentiate between the established “Hawaiian-style” and “Western-
style” form and material construction at the Homestead, and a “Transitional-style” of construction
which incorporates elements from both established styles?






