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INTRODUCTION

by

RoBERT H. LISTER

University of Colorado

The Department of Anthropology of the University
of Colorado conducted four seasons of archaeological
research in Mesa Verde National Park between 1953
and 1956. During those seasons three ruins in the Far
View area of Chapin Mesa, Sites 499, 875, and 866,
were excavated (Lister, 1964, 1965, 1966). In April,
1965, as the large-scale Wetherill Mesa Archeological
Project was drawing to a close, a Memorandum of
Agreement was executed between the U.S. National
Park Service and the University of Colorado creating
the University of Colorado Archaeological Research
Center in Mesa Verde National Park. A building in
the park has been remodeled as a dormitory facility for
the research center and the fully equipped archaeologi-
cal laboratory, built and used by the Wetherill Mesa
Project, has been made available for processing, ana-
lyzing, and storing specimens; for the preparation of
photographic and cartographic records; and for the
writing of reports upon completed research projects.
Furthermore, since all collections obtained by the
Wetherill Mesa Project are housed in the laboratory,
the opportunity for a variety of comparative studies is
made possible.

During the three summers that the research center
has been in operation, staff archacologists and students
specializing in archaeology from the University of Colo-
rado have engaged in a variety of archaeological
activities. With funds from the National Science Foun-
dation, a series of excavations have cleared two great
kivas, a type of ceremonial structure previously un-
known in Mesa Verde open sites; have tested a
prehistoric reservoir and a complex of habitations
related to both the great kivas and the water storage
system; and have excavated an unusual above-ground
kiva (Lister, 1967).

Memorandum of Agreement No. 14-10-0333-1331,
10 June 1965, between Mesa Verde National Park and

the University of Colorado provided funds for the
salvage of archacological remains from areas being
modified as a consequence of the development of roads
and other facilities in order that the excavated and
stabilized ruins on Wetherill Mesa may be opened to
park visitors. Similarly, Purchase Order 307 MEVE
297, 25 May 1965, made it possible to accomplish the
salvage excavation of Site 1088 in Morfield Canyon
which was being unlawfully dug into by occupants of
the nearby new campground.

Other activities which have been, or are being, ac-
complished from the research center but which involve
areas outside the park include an extensive inventory
of the archacological resources on lands in the very
southwestern corner of Colorado which are under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management, and a
survey and identification of ruins on a portion of the
Ute Mountain Indian Reservation immediately south of
Mesa Verde. A brief reconnaissance of the Chimney
Rock area, ecast of Durango, Colorado, was made for
the Forest Service, and several locations controlled by
the Burcau of Indian Affairs have been examined for
archacological remains. The stabilization of Lowry
Ruin, a large Pueblo site south of Pleasant View, Colo-
rado, that was excavated by Paul S. Martin for the
Field Museum of Natural History in 1930 and 1931,
was accomplished under the able guidance of James A.
Lancaster. It was dedicated a National Historic Land-
mark in October, 1967. Financial support of the work
at Lowry Ruin was provided by the Burecau of Land
Management.

It is apparent that our archacological activities in the
Mesa Verde areca have been divergent in scope and pur-
pose and quite widespread geographically. Future re-
search will follow similar trends as attempts are made
to understand more throughly the prehistory of the In-
dians who occupied the Mesa Verde and adjacent areas.



2 / CONTRIBUTIONS TO MESA VERDE ARCHAEOLOGY V

The opportunities for training students in our programs
at Mesa Verde are not overlooked. Most crews are
made up of University of Colorado students who. al-
though they are employed as field or laboratory laborers
or assistants, are given on-the-job guidance and instruc-
tion in archacological methods and theories. Ninety
students have participated in the activities of the
research center since 1965.

This monograph is a compilation of reports upon
archacological projects of an emergency or salvage
nature that have been accomplished by University of
Colorado crews in Mesa Verde since 1965 in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Memorandum of
Agreement and Purchase Order referred to above. Nine
sites have been completely or partially excavated depen-
dent upon whether the entire ruin or only part of it was
threatened with destruction. The reports have been
authored by archacologists and students of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology. The undergraduate students,
Robert W. Biggs. Terje G. Birkedal, Robert J. Burton,
Allen E. Kane, Edward D. Lageson, Donna Maronde.
Payson D. Sheets, Donna Arndt Spencer, and Alan C.
Swedlund, were trainees in an Undergraduate Rescarch
Participation Program supported by the National Sci-
ence Foundation (Grant No. GY-17) when they con-
ducted the resecarch reported herein. Also included in
this publication are reports dealing with emergency
archacology programs conducted at cight sites by mem-
bers of the Park Service staff since 1948. Publication
of these reports, which had been filed in the office of
the Park Archacologist, has been authorized by the
U.S. National Park Service. Reports upon these seven-
teen sites thus cover the significant emergency archae-
ological excavations performed in Mesa Verde between
1948 and 1966 (see Fig. 1). It will be noted that
James A. Lancaster is listed as being associated with
the National Park Service in some instances and with
the University of Colorado in others. After a long
carcer with the Park Service, Lancaster retired in 1964
since then he has served as Rescarch Archacologist
with the University cach ficld scason.

All of these papers have been edited by Lister and in
some instances editorial comments, usually related to
information that has become available after the report
was written, have been inserted. An attempt has been
made to achieve some degree of uniformity of presenta-
tion and terminology without altering the contents, both
factual and interpretive, of the original manuscripts.
Many of the site maps have been redrawn in a form
suitable for publication. Some manuscripts have been
but slightly changed from the form in which they were
prepared, but others were almost completely rewritten
from brief note-like field reports. Most are descriptive
accounts. Some are of general nature. others emphasize
certain categories of finds such as ceramics, and infer-
ential and interpretive statements are included in a

number of the reports. All are judged to be contribu-
tions to our knowledge of Mesa Verde archacology,
hence worthy of publication. A report upon Site 1060
was previously printed in the Tree Ring Bulletin (Hayes
and Lancaster, 1962); however, because of the limited
distribution of that publication, a somewhat different
version of the report is included in this monograph.

Since these are salvage reports, they deal with a
variety of sites that were chosen for investigation only
because they were subject to damage or destruction.
Such an arbitrary selection of sites sometimes, as in this
case, leads to the clearing of archacological remains
that otherwise might go unexcavated because of their
insignificant appearance or lack of promise of arti-
factual yield. The sites described in this paper range
from an ill-defined area marked by a concentration of
“burned rocks” to a well-developed pueblo containing
at least seventeen rooms and two kivas. Culturally the
sites span the stages between Basketmaker I, or Modi-
fied Basketmaker, and Pueblo 111, or Great Pueblo. A
temporal range from the 7th to the 13th centuries is
suggested. Although it can only be postulated at this
time, it may be demonstrated in the future that the
so-called “burned rock arecas,” which yield only lithic
artifacts, actually are remains of Basketmaker II. or
Basketmaker. habitations.

Ten of the sites obviously were remains of some type
of habitation or ceremonial structure, two units may
have been houses or shelters but very little diagnostic
evidence remained for ascertaining their exact form or
purpose, and one site consisted only of the trash deposit
associated with an unexcavated pueblo. A large circular
pit may have been intended to be a great kiva, but it
apparently was never completed. A cist that probably
was uscd for storage, a pit of unknown use but which
contained a unique pottery vessel, and several firepits
that might have been part of an outdoor cooking or
work area complete the list of sites included in this
paper. The existence of several of these sites became
apparent only after waterline trenches had been dug,
road right-of-ways cleared. or natural erosion had cut
into them.

Several observations about Mesa Verde prehistory
may be made as a result of these reports.

(1) A Basketmaker I1. or pre-ceramic. horizon which
to date has not been identified in the park may be
represented by the “burned rock arcas™ (sce Lancaster
and Abecl, Site 391, this volume). Careful testing of
additional examples of these insignificant-appearing
sites should be undertaken.

(2) The number of features exemplary of periodic or
non-residential occupation probably are greater than
realized even though several previous workers have
noted and commented about such remains in speaking
of site density and settlement patterns in Mesa Verde
(Brew, 1946: 215-226; Hayes, 1964: 114-118; Herold,
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1961: 64-65; Morris, 1939: 8-44). Many such features
seem to be related to facilities for camping or living
and for processing and storing foodstuffs in localities
removed from permanent settlements such as might
have developed about seasonally worked farming
plots. Cists, firepits, and small poorly constructed liv-
ing units consisting of a single or a few small rooms
without an identifiable ceremonial unit are believed to
be representative of these intermittent activities (see
Sheets and Birkedal, Site 1107; Jennings, Site 1094;
Kane, Sites 1677 and 1925; Lancaster, Site 354; and
Watson, Lancaster, and Abel, Sites 1030 and 1066;
this volume). Previous excavation programs have largely
overlooked these remains because they do not provide
much material or data for interpretation. However,
sites of these types are encountered with some fre-
quency when emergency programs lead to careful
investigation of limited areas.

(3) Three pueblos dating from late Pueblo 1I-early
Pueblo III times (see Hewett, Site 1914; Lister and
Breternitz, Site 1104; and Lister and Smith, Site 1088;
this volume) exhibit the growth, remodeling, and re-
occupation that were characteristic of those times. In
two of the villages that had been at least partially
abandoned, kiva pits were filled with dirt and refuse,
and features were constructed upon the fill in the pits.
A large rock-lined firepit was built in one kiva and a
circular room of unknown use in the other. Whether
these later units were for ceremonial purposes as the
kivas had been or were built for some other reason was
not evident. It was apparent, however. that there were
no kivas in either pueblo during their final stage of
occupation and the villages must have ceased to be
permanent places of abode.

(4) These same pueblos demonstrate a community
plan frequently noted during the late Pueblo Il-carly
Pueblo III periods in which an L-shaped or rectangular
block of houses was situated northwest or north of a
subterranean kiva. The roof of the kiva served as a part
of the plaza or courtyard next to the houses. Site 1088
exhibited two of these combinations of houses and kivas;
while sites 1104 and 1914 each had one such complex.
Characteristically, when rooms were added to these
pueblos they were placed primarily on the north and
west sides of the existing units.

(5) In four instances, at sites 1088, 1094, 1104,
and 1914, villages were located on sloping terrain. In
all cases walls of rock had been built across the slopes
apparently to retain dirt and village refuse in order to
prevent erosion and to create level arcas suitable for
the location of buildings or for the performance of out-
door village activities. The hillsides upon which sites
1088 and 1914 had been built were quite steep and at
both villages house floors had been cut horizontally
into the sloping surface at successively higher levels as
the unit progressed upslope.

(6) It has become a common practice to refer to
certain architectural features found in the Mesa Verde
area as being of Chaco Canyon type (Vivian and
Mathews, 1964: 45-50; Lister, 1967: 22-23). This is
especially true of such elements as subfloor ventilator
tunnels, banquette recesses, and the absence of deflec-
tors and sipapus that sometimes occur in Mesa Verde
kivas of Pueblo Il and early Pueblo III times. The
presence of these features in Mesa Verde kivas has been
explained as a consequence of diffusion or migration
from the Chaco Canyon area. This may be true but
there is also the possibility that at that time a certain
amount of experimentation in construction techniques,
and perhaps in other aspects of culture, was taking place
simultaneously in the neighboring areas of Mesa Verde
and Chaco Canyon. This is suggested by the fact that
some Pueblo Il-early Pueblo 111 kivas in Chaco Canyon
have been shown to possess a number of elements gen-
erally identified as typical of Mesa Verde (Brand, Haw-
ley, Hibben, et al., 1937: 73-79; Kluckhohn and Reiter,
1939: 34-39; Vivian, 1965: 21-23). Included among
these are above-ground ventilator tunnels, southern re-
cesses, pilasters, and deflectors. Thus, it may have been
that for a time both localities shared and experimented
with a common group of kiva features. In Pueblo III
preference for certain elements in cach area led to
divergence and regional distinctions.

(7) The heavy vegetative cover and recent soil de-
posits in some sections of Mesa Verde make it virtually
impossible for even systematic archacological surveys
to locate all prehistoric sites. Some small units and
many subterranean structures can only be identified
after the vegetation and surface soil are removed or
subsurface profiles are obtained by trenching.



SALVAGE EXCAVATIONS AT SITE 1088, MORFIELD CANYON

ROBERT H. LISTER

by

and

Jack E. SMITH

University of Colorado

I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

Site 1088 is a small Anasazi village that was occupied
during late Pueblo 1I or early Pueblo III times. It is
located in Morfield Canyon, Mesa Verde National Park,
Colorado, near the newly established campground fa-
cility. Its excavation was precipitated by the opening of
the campground in 1965 and subsequent unauthorized
digging in the trash mound of the village by park visitors
camping nearby. It was only a matter of time until
digging in the architectural features of the site would
have commenced.

Excavation of the site and preparation of this report
was authorized and funded by Purchase Order 307
MEVE 297, 25 May 1965, which established a contract
between Mesa Verde National Park and the University
of Colorado Archaeological Research Center. Work at
Site 1088 was initiated by James A. Lancaster, Re-
search Archaeologist of the University of Colorado, on
7 June 1965 with a crew of five Navaho laborers. On
15 June, students from the University of Colorado sup-
plemented the crew and the combined group completed
the clearing of the pueblo. Approximately 150 man-
days of labor were expended on the field program. Al
Lancaster was in general charge of the excavations.
Jack E. Smith, of the University of Colorado, assisted
Lancaster, kept notes and field records, and mapped
the site. Cataloguing and analyses of specimens from
Site 1088 was completed concurrent with the field work
by the staff of the University of Colorado Archaeologi-
cal Research Center. Robert H. Lister, Director of the
Research Center, has compiled this report from data
gathered during the digging of the village, from notes
prepared by Jack Smith, and from information derived
from the laboratory analysis of specimens from the
site.

The project was conducted as an archaeological sal-
vage operation and was motivated by the necessity of
obtaining and preserving the information and specimens
contained in the site in as brief a period as possible.
Therefore, the digging was carried out as quickly as
was practical and some of the initially exposed features
of the site were being backfilled while others were as
yet uncovered. At no time was the entire site open to
view. Photographic records and a composite map of
the village supplemented our written notes. Site 1088
has been reburied completely and the original surface
reestablished so that its existence is not obvious.

The ensuing description of Site 1088 may be sum-
marized in the following manner. The remains of the
village are located on the steeply sloping north side of
Morfield Canyon adjacent to the campground near the
head of the canyon. This is an unusual location for an
Anasazi village and the sloping canyonside posed some
problems for the inhabitants of the village. They were
forced to construct retaining walls and prepare terraces
in order to provide stable foundations for their habita-
tions and level ground for their kivas and courtyards.
Two lengthy retaining walls, parallel to one another,
extended across the site in an east-west direction. They
had been laboriously built of large sandstone boulders.
All room floors had to be cut into the sloping surface
of the terrain.

The site contained at least seventeen surface rooms
and two subterranean kivas. Masonry employed in the
pucblo walls varied from poor to fair. The majority
consisted of roughly shaped sandstone slabs and blocks
laid in irregular courses separated by mud mortar which
contained numerous stone spalls and in places inclusions
of potsherds. The rectangular stone houses probably
were covered originally with flat wooden roofs contain-






