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PREFACE

This is the third and final report of a series considering the archaeological
investigations conducted between 1953 and 1956 by University of Colorado
Field Sessions in Archaeological Research in Mesa Verde National Park, Colo-
rado. During those four field sessions, three ruins identified by numbers assigned
them during archaeological surveys were excavated: sites 499, 875, and 866.
Reports upon sites 499 and 875 have been published (Lister, 1964, 1965).

The excavation of Site 866 and the results of the analyses of materials and
data from the ruin are described in this report. Additionally, comments upon
the cultural sequence exemplified by all three sites and upon certain features
of the villages are included in this paper.

Site 866, with the exception of the protokiva, was excavated and much of the
preliminary processing and examination of specimens from the site was accom-
plished by students of the 1954 field session. The protokiva was cleared in 1955.
Following the work in the field the materials from the site were brought to
Boulder where final studies were made and the report was prepared.

The field program was directed by the writer assisted by Glen Cole. The
following students participated in the session: Cynthia Almy, Betty Ball, Mary
Jean Bates, Robert Bowen, Nelda Cade, Robert Campbell, Dolores Douglas,
Joanna Finstad, Sally Foster, John Heinz, Edward Jay, Joan Johnson, Phyllis
Joscelyn, Thomas Landauer, Mary Mackay, Clifford Merithew, Mary Lou
Paskvan, Jean Rodeck, Lois Ann Smith, Marian Stephens, Nancy Stuart, and
Dolores Torres. Shirley Gorenstein, a student of the 1955 field session, under-
took the excavation of the protokiva. My thanks are extended to Glen Cole and
all students of the session for a highly competent job of excavation.

Florence C. Lister did the preliminary analysis of the potsherds recovered
from Site 866 in the field and completed her studies later in the archaeological
laboratory of the University of Colorado. The fact that she also examined the
pottery from sites 499 and 875 has standardized the classificatory system used
throughout the project. Her observations upon the pottery of Site 866 and some
comments about ceramics of the Mesa Verde area and the San Juan Basin are
presented in the chapter on pottery.

Thomas P. Harlan, of the Laboratory of Tree-ring Research of the University
of Arizona, has provided the tree-ring dates and Elaine Anderson, of the Uni-



versity of Colorado Museum, has identified the animal bones and provided the
section upon faunal remains from the three sites. William D. Wade, of the
Museum of Northern Arizona, and George J. Armelagos, of the University of
Utah, prepared the report upon human skeletal remains while both were resident
graduate students in our department. I sincerely appreciate the contributions
these individuals have made to the report.

Financial support during the laboratory and report writing stages of the pro-
ject was provided by the University of Colorado Council on Research and
Creative Work. Their assistance is gratefully acknowledged.

Special thanks are due Don Watson and Al Lancaster, who served as Park
Archeologist and Archeologist respectively during the work at Site 866. They
and Mrs. Jean Pinkley, now Park Archeologist, advised and assisted in the
planning for and excavation of the site and provided facilities and equipment
without which we could not have accomplished the work at Mesa Verde. Oscar
W. Carlson, then Superintendent of Mesa Verde National Park, supported our
project and provided housing facilities for our staff and students. Through
Jesse L. Nusbaum, former Department of the Interior Consulting Archeologist,
permission was granted to conduct excavations in Mesa Verde National Park.

ROBERT H. LISTER
Boulder, Colorado
February, 1966
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SITE 866
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK, COLORADO



I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

The 1954 University of Colorado Field Session in Archaeological Research
excavated Site 866 in Mesa Verde National Park. The ruin is on Chapin Mesa
just north of sites 499 and 875 also excavated by the University of Colorade.
It is situated in the same setting described and referred to in previously published
reports upon those sites (Lister, 1964, 1965). Site 866 was selected for excava-
tion to provide additional information about the complex of sites forming the
Far View Group and in hopes that it would be worthy of exhibition to Park
visitors after it had been cleared. The latter did not prove to be the case, and
the site was back-filled after excavation. The predominance of Mancos Black-
on-white sherds on the surface of the ruin before excavation suggested that it
was occupied slightly earlier than Site 499, which had been cleared in 1953.
Therefore, it was expected that Site 866 would give us an insight into the culture
pattern of the area somewhat before the existence of the pueblo at Site 499.

Site 866 was briefly described and given its identifying number in 1951 when
Al Lancaster and Leland Abel conducted an archaeological survey of Chapin
Mesa for the National Park Service. From surface indications and the types of
sherds observed at the site, they recorded on the site survey form that it was a
small house of three or four rooms and two associated kivas of Pueblo II age.
The almost total destruction of the walls of the pueblo led the surveyors to under-
estimate its original size, but the surface sherds accurately indicated its age.

A description of the architectural elements of the site, its accompanying re-
fuse deposit, and the artifacts and data obtained from the excavations of these
features are presented in the following pages. This information may be briefly
summarized as follows:

Site 866 consists of the ruins of a small village which existed in Pueblo II
times. At its maximum size it included 10 rectangular, single-storied rooms ar-
ranged in a double-rowed line oriented approximately east-west. South of the
unit of rooms was a row of three subterranean structures, and still farther south
the trash from the pueblo was deposited. Walls of the rooms were built of
roughly shaped blocks of sandstone set in irregular courses a single stone in
width. The three subterranean units are similiar in that the pits are unlined,
otherwise they differ from one another in most other respects. Two are

1



2 UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO STUDIES

|

COLORADO

7

MESA VERDE
NATIONAL
PARK

FIGURE 1. Location of Mesa Verde National Park in Southwestern United States.

considered to have been kivas and to have served as ceremonial chambers for the
village, but the third—which has been labeled a protokiva—might have been a
pithouse rather than a kiva. In fact, all features may have been pithouses
originally.

This village was deserted and, in what appears to have been a short time, its
roofs and walls were stripped of most of their components by individuals who
were constructing dwellings in the vicinity and who took advantage of the ready
source of building materials. Then, a single large room was built over the center
of the remains of the earlier rooms. It was three times as large as the rooms in
the first structure and had thick masonry walls in which fairly well shaped sand-
stone blocks were laid in courses two stones wide. The function of this single
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large room is problematic. Whether one of the kivas used by the initial inhabit-
ants was repaired and reused by those who lived in the one-roomed structure
cannot be determined. After what appears to have been a brief period of use,
the large room was abandoned and its roof and walls suffered the same fate as
those of the first unit.

The initial habitation may have housed 25 to 35 individuals. It appears to
have been less advanced in some respects than other contemporaneous villages
in the vicinity. The later single-roomed structure could have been employed by
only one family, but it is large enough to have accommodated a larger group.

The over 25,000 potsherds and 10 whole or partial vessels from the pueblo
are of surprising uniformity. Mancos Corrugated and Mancos Black-on-white
make up almost three-quarters of the total, and if our estimation of the number
of undecorated white ware sherds which should be assigned to Mancos Black-on-
white is correct, approximately 97 percent of the sherds and all of the whole or
partial vessels from Site 866 are of Mancos Corrugated or Mancos Black-on-
white types. These types are characteristic of the Pueblo 11 period in the Mesa
Verde.

Only one tree-ring specimen, a charred beam fragment from Kiva A, yielded
a cutting date—A.D. 1060. The date coincides with about the middle of the
span of time during which Mancos Corrugated and Mancos Black-on-white are
said to have been manufactured, and probably relates to the later part of the
pueblo’s history.

The stone and bone artifacts and ornaments are types characteristic of Pueblo
II culture in the Mesa Verde area. Grinding implements, pecking stones, axes,
and hammers are much more numerous than chipped stone artifacts. Awls are
the most common implement made of animal bone.

Fourteen human burials, most of which were found in a poor state of preserva-
tion, were taken from the refuse deposit. Six were accompanied by one or more
whole or partial pottery vessels; three had large sherds as burial offerings.

The subsistence pattern of the times featured corn, beans, and squash, sup-
plemented by edible wild plant products. Deer and turkey provided the bulk
of the meat, but other animals also were hunted.



EXCAVATION OF THE REFUSE DEPOSIT

The trash mound associated with Site 866 is situated south of the architectural
remains. It was distinguished by a slight mound, the presence of dark ash-im-
pregnated soil, a concentration of potsherds and stone flakes, and by the fact that
a heavy stand of sage brush had grown on its surface.

After the sage and other brush was cleared from the area, a grid system was
established and excavation proceeded. A base line was surveyed through the
long axis of the midden (North 6° West) and parallel lines at six feet intervals
were established. Those to the left of the base or zero line were designated L
(left) 1, L2, etc., and those to the right R (right) 1, R2, etc. Another set of
lines, at right angles to the first and also at six feet intervals, was surveyed
dividing the refuse into squares six feet on a side. They were assigned letters,
A, B, etc. from south to north. Wooden stakes were placed at the corners of the
squares. A square was indentified by lines intersecting at its lower left hand
corner as one faced north, AL1, AO, ARI, etc. (See Figure 3.)

Each square was carefully excavated as a unit down to the undisturbed red
earth subsoil. It was planned to excavate the squares stratigraphically in hori-
zontal levels but the trash mound proved to be so shallow, its greatest depth was
12 in. and in most places only 7 in. of trash were present, that the refuse was re-
moved in a single level. Twenty-eight squares were dug, covering an area 24 ft.
by 42 ft. Small test pits surrounding the rectangular excavated area proved that
the bulk of the trash was contained in the gridded sections.

A collection of bone and stone artifacts and almost one-half of the potsherds
obtained from the site were removed from the trash mound. Fourteen human
burials or portions of skeletons, some with associated burial furnishings, also
were found in the refuse deposit. These items are described in later sections of
the report.

Conditions for the preservation of specimens, other than those of stone or
pottery, were very poor in the refuse deposit. Not only was the midden quite
shallow, which allowed for the penetration of water from rains and melting
snows, but the denser nature of the red subsoil caused much of the moisture
which seeped into the refuse deposit to remain in the soil above the zone of con-
tact with the subsoil. The lower part of the refuse, where most of the burials
were found, therefore remained damp for considerable periods of time following
absorption of moisture into the deposit.

5
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EXCAVATION OF THE PUEBLO

Site 866 consists of 11 complete or partial rooms, two kivas, and one struc-
ture we have identified as a protokiva. The complex of rooms is arranged in a
curved row extending from east to west; the subterranean features are located in
a line to the south of and adjacent to the rooms. A rubble covered mound marked
the location of the better preserved center section of the site; however, the
eastern and western extremities were hardly discernable before excavation. A
growth of brush and pinyon pine had to be removed from the surface of the
ruin before excavation could be undertaken. Each room and underground
structure was excavated stratigraphically as a unit. Exploratory trenches de-
fined the limits of the site. The descriptions and measurements of each unit, the
observations made during excavation, and a list of the specimens recovered

from each unit follows.

ROOM 1

DIMENSIONS
In listing dimensions of all architec-

tural features, inside measurements are
given for wall lengths; wall heights are
in relation to the floor level of the
room. Thus, the lengths and heights of
some walls common to two rooms may
vary depending upon the room in
which the measurements were taken.

North wall—length of standing wall,
2 ft. 9 in.; greatest height, 5 in.
Only two stones of wall remain in
place at west end.

South wall—Iength, 7 ft. 6 in.; greatest
height, 7 in.

East wall—length of standing wall, 3
ft. 2 in.; greatest height, 6 in. Only
two stones of wall remain in place
at south end.

West wall—length of standing wall,
2 ft. 6 in.; greatest height, 7 in. Two
stones at south end of wall remain
in place.

Average thickness of walls—7 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: The coursed masonry walls
of Room 1 as well as those of all rooms
to be described in this section—through
Room 10—are constructed of sandstone
slabs roughly shaped into rectangular
form and set horizontally in mud mor-
tar. The building stones are of varied
sizes and exhibit irregularly chipped
edges probably resulting from blows of
hammerstones or stone mauls. The
removal of spalls from the sides of the
blocks resulted in their edges being
much thinner than their centers. The
variation in the thickness of the stones
results in uneven courses. All walls
are a single stone in width and appear
in places to have been built upon a
crude foundation of small unshaped
stones placed along the wall line. In
other places no prepared foundation is
evident.

Only a single course of masonry
marks the walls of Room 1. The south
wall is intact for its entire length but
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PLATE 1. Site 866, before excavation, looking north.

PLATE 2. Site 866, after clearing, looking north. Village remains marked by mound
of stones; refuse area in foreground.
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PLATE 3. Site 866, after excavation, looking north. Refuse area in foreground.

PLATE 4. Site 866, after excavations of 1954, lookmg north. Test trenches at left had
revealed the presence of a third subterranean structure but it had not been excavated.
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the other three walls are fragmentary.
No apparent doorways.

Floor: The excavation was levelled
at the base of the walls since the floor
was not preserved. No floor features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The scarcity of debris from fallen
walls of this and all other rooms of Site
866 indicates that builders of later
structures in the vicinity reused most
of the masonry blocks originally em-
ployed in the construction of this vil-
lage.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

A fragmentary metate, 1 sandstone
disc which could have served as a ves-
sel lid, and a few potsherds were re-
covered from the fill of this room.
Since an analysis of the potsherds re-
veals no significant differences between
types and frequencies obtained from
the rooms, kivas, or refuse it is not
felt that a tabulation of sherds from
each unit is warranted. Sherds from
rooms 1-10 have been combined and a
record of their occurrences included
in the tabulation of sherds from the
entire site in the chapter on pottery.

ROOM 2

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length of standing wall,
7 ft.; greatest height, 5 in. Wall not
complete.

South wall—length, 8 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 10 in.

East wall—length, 5 ft. 10 in.; greatest
height, 9 in.

West wall—length of standing wall, 2
ft. 10 in.; greatest height, 5 in. Only
two stones of wall remain.

Average thickness of walls—=8 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: Walls are represented by a
single course of masonry except at the
northeast and southeast corners where
two courses are still intact. The north

and west walls are fragmentary. All
walls one stone wide. No apparent
doorways.

Floors: The room contains a poorly
preserved hard packed mud floor ex-
hibiting no features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

A flat stone slab covered by a layer
of charcoal was encountered a few
inches below the floor level of the room
just outside the south wall. It appears
to have been a firepit situated in the
open adjacent to the room.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

No artifacts, other than a few pot-
sherds, were recovered from this room.

ROOM 3

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 9 ft.; greatest
height, 1 ft. 3 in.
South wall—length, 9 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 10 in. Wall not complete.
East wall—length, 6 ft. 6 in.; greatest
height, 9 in.

West wall—length, 6 ft. 1 in.; greatest
height, 10 in.

Average thickness of walls—9 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: The south, east, and west
walls stand to a maximum height of
two courses in places; however, over
one-half of the north wall has three
courses in situ. Several stones in the
eastern half of the south wall are mis-
sing. Whether this opening served as
a doorway could not be determined. All
walls are one stone in width.

Floor: Small sections of a mud floor
were encountered. No floor features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The south wall is built over a rec-
tangular slab lined firepit which un-
doubtedly had served as an outdoor
cooking feature before this room was
constructed. It measures 2 ft. by 2 ft.
5 in. and is 7 in. deep.
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SPECIMENS RECOVERED

Some potsherds, a piece of a metate,
| axe, and | polishing stone were col-
lected from the fill of this room.

ROOM 4

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 8 ft. 10 in.; great-
est height, 1 ft. 1 in.

South wall—length, 9 ft.; greatest
height, 9 in. Several stones missing
from center of wall.

East wall—length, 7 ft.; greatest height,
5 in.

West wall—length, 7 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 8 in.

Average thickness of walls—38 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: The east wall has only a
single course of masonry remaining;
the south and west walls have sections
with two courses standing and the north

wall has three courses in places. The
break in the south wall does not appear
to be a doorway. All walls are a single
stone in width.

Floor: No floor was encountered, so
the fill was levelled at the base of the
walls. No floor features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The eastern half of the south wall of
Room 4 is covered by a portion of the
north wall of Room 11. Room 11, as
will be pointed out later, was built after
rooms 1 through 10 had been aban-
doned and had fallen into ruins. Num-
erous large stones, which apparently
had fallen from walls of Room 11,
were scattered over the top of the re-
mains of Room 4.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

One mano, 1 circular sandstone ves-
sel lid, and a collection of potsherds
were obtained from this room.
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ROOM 5

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 10 ft. 2 in.; great-
est height, 1 ft. 10 in.

South wall—Ilength, 10 ft.; greatest
height, not observable, wall covered
by north wall of Room 11.

East wall—length, 6 ft. 8 in.; greatest
height, 1 ft. 5 in.

West wall—length, 6 ft. 11 in.; greatest
height, 6 in.

Average thickness of walls—7 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: The west wall is but a single
course high; the east wall stands two
courses in places and the north wall
has four courses in part. The south wall
is not visible. No apparent doorways.
All walls are one stone wide.

Floor: A small portion of a mud
plastered floor was encountered. A
shallow, circular firepit lined on the
sides with stones is adjacent to the
north wall.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The south wall of Room 5 is covered
by the north wall of Room 11. Numer-
ous building stones scattered over the
room represent debris from the north
wall of Room 11.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

Four manos, 1 hammerstone, 1
pecking stone, 1 fragmentary axe, and
a number of large potsherds were re-
covered from Room 3.

ROOM 6

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length of standing wall,
6 ft. 8 in.; greatest height, 7 in.
Wall not complete.

South wall—length, 9 ft.; greatest
height, not observable.

East wall—length of standing wall, 4 ft.
5 in.; greatest height, 5 in. Wall not
complete.

West wall—length, 8 ft. 6 in.; greatest
height, 1 ft. 5 in.
Average thickness of walls—8 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: Walls of this room are poor-
ly preserved. Remains of the north wall
appear to have slumped to the south
and are not resting in their original
position. The north and east walls con-
tain only one course of masonry. The
west wall has three courses standing
in one section. The south wall is not
visible. No apparent doorways. All
walls one stone wide.

Floor: The floor is not preserved.
Fill from the room was removed to the
level of the base of the walls. No floor
features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The position of the remnants of the
north wall suggests that it collapsed in-
ward and even the lower course of ma-
sonry, which is all that remains of the
wall, is slightly south of the small stone
foundation upon which it originally
rested. The east wall also is not in its
original alignment. The north wall of
Room 11 covers the south wall of
Room 6. A number of stones from
that later wall were found in the fill of
Room 6.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

One stone axe and an assortment of
potsherds were obtained from the
room.

ROOM 7

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 9 ft. 8 in.; greatest
height, 11 in. Several stones are
rissing from sections of this wall.

South wall—length of standing wall, 3
ft. 7 in.; greatest height, 3 in. Wall
not complete.

East wall—length, 6 ft. 3 in.; greatest
height, 5 in.

West  wall—length, 6 ft.; greatest
height, 7 in. Wall not complete.
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PLATE 5. Rooms 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 during excavation, looking west. Room 6 in fore-
ground.

PLATE 6. Rooms 2, 3, 4, 9, 10 and west wall of 11 after excavation, looking north-
west.
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: The walls are in a poor state
of preservation. The single remaining
course of the west wall is not in its
original position. Fragments of the
north wall stand two courses high; the
east wall contains only one course, and
a stub of the south wall is defined by a
few small foundation stones. No ap-
parent doorways. All walls one stone
in width.

Floor: The room was arbitrarily
levelled at the base of the walls as no
floor was encountered. No floor fea-
tures.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION
It is clear that the base of the west
wall is not in its original position. Due
to the almost complete lack of debris
from fallen walls, it also is evident that
stones from the walls of this room were
carried away and reused elsewhere.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED
Only a small number of sherds were
collected from this room.

ROOM 8
DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 8 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 5 in.

South wall—length, 8 ft. 3 in.; greatest
height, 3 in.

East wall—length, 5 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 4 in.

West wall—length, 6 ft. 3 in.; greatest
height, 5 in.

Average thickness of walls—6 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: Masonry is present only in
the west wall, where it stands one
course high and is one stone wide; the
north, south, and east walls contain on-
ly the small foundation stones upon
which the building blocks had rested.
No apparent doorways.

Floor: No floor is present. Remains
of a small, ill-defined subfloor cist is
located in the southeast corner of the
room. It is circular in plan, has a par-

tial lining of small stones, and is 12 in.
deep. Nothing was found in it.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The complete removal of building
stones from the walls of this room is
evident. No fallen wall debris covered
the structure.

SPECIMENS RECOVERED

In this room 1 axe, 1 circular sand-
stone disc which may have served as
the lid for the subfloor cist, and a col-
lection of potsherds were found.

ROOM 9

DIMENSIONS

North wall—length, 9 ft. 4 in.; greatest
height, 10 in. A section of this wall
is missing.

South wall—length, 9 ft. 2 in.; greatest
height, 11 in.

East wall—length, 4 ft.; greatest height,
10 in.

Wall extending west into room from
south end of east wall—length, 3 ft.
4 in.; greatest height, 5 in.

West wall—length, 6 ft. 11 in.; greatest
height, 1 ft.

Average thickness of walls—7 in.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

Walls: All walls have sections that
stand two courses high, except the wall
stub that protrudes into the room from
the east which consists of only one
course. The break in the southern part
of the east wall may have served as a
doorway and the area between the wall
stub adjacent to it and the south wall
could have formed a small entryway
into the room. All walls one stone in
width.

Floor: A few areas of packed mud
floor were revealed. No floor features.

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION

The slab lined firepit which is be-
neath the north wall of Room 9 has
been described in the consideration of
Room 3 which abuts Room 9 on the
north.
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PLATE 7. North wall of Kiva A and Room 11, looking north. Note slumped nature
of south wall of Room 11 adjacent to the kiva.

PLATE 8. Looking west across site after excavation. Three kiva pits on left, Room
11 in center. Note double coursed masonry of Room 11 and single alignments of
stones in walls of other rooms.






