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PREFACE 
This report is the second in a series describing the results of an archaeological 

program accomplished by the Department of Anthropology of the University 
of Colorado in Mesa Verde National Park during the summers of 1953, 1954, 
1955, and 1956. Three sites—499, 875, and 866—-were excavated during the 
four field seasons. The sites are identified by the numbers assigned them by 
archaeological surveys conducted by the National Park Service and Gila 
Pueblo. 

The report on Site 499 has been published (Lister, 1964). The preface of 
that report points out that our archaeological program in Mesa Verde National 
Park was conducted by students and staffs of four University of Colorado 
Field Sessions in Archaeological Research. 

This report is concerned with Site 875 which was tested in 1954, and 
excavated in 1955 and 1956. Students, directed by staff members of the field 
sessions, excavated the site and also participated in the cleaning, preservation, 
cataloguing, and field analyses of specimens. At the conclusion of the field 
work, most specimens and all notes and photographs were brought to the 
archaeological laboratory of the University of Colorado where they have been 
subjected to additional study necessary to the preparation of this report. 

Site 866, the third site cleared in this program will be reported upon shortly. 
That publication also will contain summary and comparative statements about 
all three sites investigated by personnel of the field sessions. 

Glen Cole, Clifford Merithew, and Earle Meyer assisted the writer in di­
recting the field session in 1955. The following students were enrolled: Tom 
Bachert, Hurd Baruch, Shirley Gorenstein, John Greenway, Richard Howard, 
Robert Hunt, Barbara Kerstein, Paul Lundy, Naomi Maximon, Nancy Ogren, 
Nancy Shaw, and Frank Swancara. 

Galen Baker was field assistant in 1956, and the following students par­
ticipated in the research during that season: Richard Ambler, Gordon Bryan, 
Wayne Caner, Susan Colby, Nancy Easley, Kay Ettla, John Fiestel, Gillian 
Forrest, Marilyn Halverson, Edythe Nicoletti, Eva Nobel, and John Schaefer. 

George A. King, an architect and former student in the Department of 
Anthropology, prepared the plates reconstructing the development of the two 
villages at the site. Galen Baker and Eva Nobel restored most of the pottery 
vessels. Elaine Anderson of the University of Colorado Museum has identified 
the animal bones. 
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Classification and analysis of the potsherds and complete and partial ves­
sels from the site have been accomplished by Florence C. Lister. Thomas P. 
Harlan of the Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, University of Arizona, 
examined the tree-ring specimens and provided the dates. 

To the field assistants and students named above I am very appreciative 
for a most careful and painstaking job of excavation. To the others, whose 
specialized talents have contributed to this report, I extend my sincere thanks. 

We also are grateful for the assistance and many courtesies extended us by 
Superintendent Oscar W. Carlson and Park Archeologist Don Watson during 
our work in the Mesa Verde. Archeologist James A. Lancaster assisted us 
throughout our excavations and was particularly helpful in unravelling the 
complexities of kiva remodelings and superimposed structures. 

Permission to conduct excavations in Mesa Verde National Park was 
granted by the Department of the Interior through the offices of Jesse L. 
Nusbaum, Department Consulting Archeologist. 

ROBERT H. LISTER 

Boulder, Colorado 
March, 1965 
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I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

This report will describe the archaeology of Site 875, Mesa Verde Na­
tional Park, Colorado and like the recent publication concerning Site 499 
(Lister, 1964) will not consider environmental, historical, or broad cultural 
aspects of the Mesa Verde such as have been presented by J. O. Brew 
(1946: 15-31), Deric O'Bryan (1950: 5-7, 15-18), Don Watson in Lan­
caster et al (1954: 1-6), Erik Reed (1958: 6-10), Joyce Herold (1961: 
5-44) and Arthur Rohn (1963: 441-455). 

Site 875 is one of numerous village ruins of Pueblo II and Pueblo III age 
located at the northern end of Chapin Mesa at an elevation of about 7,700 
feet. The site lies just west of, and across the Park Entrance—Park Head­
quarters highway from, the Mummy Lake or Far View group of ruins. 
Vegetation in the vicinity of the site is typical of the mesa tops in the area, 
featuring an association of pinyon pine and juniper. Sagebrush, other smaller 
bushes and grasses covered the mound marking the ruin prior to excavation. 

The site was first tested to determine whether or not it was a Great Kiva, 
since its circular mound with a deep central depression had caused it to be re­
ferred to popularly as the "Great Kiva" site. However, it had been noted by 
the surveyors that a trash heap was associated with the site which is not 
characteristic of isolated Great Kivas. A test trench through the depression 
in the center of the ruin soon revealed that it was not a Great Kiva but an 
ordinary pueblo containing a normal-sized kiva surrounded by masonry-
walled rooms. 

The decision to continue the excavation of the site was made when it was 
revealed that the state of preservation of the architectural features was fairly 
good and that it promised to provide information not uncovered at either of 
the nearby sites, 499 or 866. Furthermore the National Park Service was 
desirous of excavating additional sites in the Far View area so as to present 
a better picture of the prehistory of that section of the park to visitors. 

Throughout the excavations certain procedures were followed to prepare 
the site for display. Dirt and debris not only were removed from the rooms 
and kivas but also from a considerable distance around the entire site so 
that all remaining walls stand well above the surrounding terrain. In only 
one instance were walls of the second village removed in order to excavate 
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FIGURE 1. Location of Mesa Verde National Park in the Southwestern United States. 

features of the first village which lie in part beneath them. This was neces­
sary in order to excavate Kiva B; however, once the kiva was cleared the 
walls that had been constructed over the kiva were replaced and supported 
upon steel beams. Thus it is now possible to view Kiva B as well as the 
rooms built over it. Walls in need of repair were stabilized by Al Lancaster 
and his crew shortly after they were excavated. Site 875 and Site 499, also 
cleared by the University of Colorado, have not as yet been incorporated 
into the interpretative program of the park but sections of the sites subject 
to destruction by rain and snow have been protected by temporary shed roofs 
until more permanent forms of protection can be afforded them. 

2 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO MESA VERDE ARCHAEOLOGY 3 

The details of our excavations and the results of the analyses of the ma­
terials and data recovered during digging and laboratory study comprise the 
bulk of this report. These findings may be summarized as follows: 

The site consists of two single-storied villages, or pueblos, built in part 
over one another. The first village, of Pueblo II age, had walls of masonry 
a single stone in thickness. It originally consisted of ten surface rooms built 
in a double-rowed unit. South of the rooms, and approximately parallel to 
them, there was a line of three subterranean kivas. Two of these were ex­
cavated, the third—the one on the west—was proven to exist by a test 
trench which exposed portions of its walls, banquette, and floor. All of these 
kivas probably were unlined and had shallow southern recesses as was the 
case in Kiva B which had been fashioned by remodeling an earlier pit struc­
ture. Perhaps this was true of the others as well. 

Before the village reached its final form seven rooms were added to the 
original unit bringing its ultimate size to 17 rooms. Five of these rooms were 
built along the south side of the initial structure making it three rooms wide 
for most of its length. Additionally, two contiguous rooms were constructed 
at right angle to the east end of the tri-rowed unit resulting in an L-shaped 
structure. These rooms extended over the top of Kiva B necessitating its 
abandonment and filling before the rooms could be built. That action was 
fortunate for us because the packing of dirt in the kiva pit immediately fol­
lowing, or concurrent with, its abandonment preserved its unlined walls, 
floor, banquette, and even the designs painted on the walls in a fashion that 
does not occur when such a structure falls into ruins and is slowly filled with 
village debris and natural deposits. Before the pueblo ran its course it is not 
unlikely that Kiva A, the middle of the three, became the sole ceremonial 
chamber for the site and its walls and southern recess may have been lined 
at least in part with stone masonry. 

Trash from the first village was deposited on the sloping ground to the 
south of the pueblo and the village dead were interred in the refuse mound. 

After a period of occupancy of about 50 years the village was deserted and 
appears to have fallen into partial ruin rather quickly. This process may have 
been aided by inhabitants of nearby villages who removed beams and some 
of the shaped building stones from the walls of the abandoned site and in­
corporated them into their buildings. A few years later, likely within 10 to 
25 years, the site was chosen as the location for another village. 

For some reason, perhaps to conserve cleared lands in the vicinity for 
farming purposes, the second village was built in part over the ruins of the 
previous unit and extended south over the refuse mound which accumulated 
during the initial occupation. Before construction of the second pueblo could 
proceed, the area selected for it had to be levelled by completing the filling 
of the ruins of the southern-most and eastern extension of rooms of the first 
pueblo, by smoothing over the trash mound, and by building an artificial 
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FIGURE 2 
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earth platform—retained by a stone wall—upon the sloping ground south of 
the refuse deposit. On the south of the curved retaining wall a set of stone 
steps leading to the top of the platform was incorporated into it. During 
these operations a number of burials and accompanying mortuary offerings 
of the dead of the first village were encountered. These were gathered up and 
reinterred in some of the partially open room remains of the first village not 
covered by the second village. 

By the time the second village was built construction techniques had ad­
vanced to the stage where room walls were fashioned of stones carefully 
shaped into rectangular blocks by grinding and pecking. They were laid up 
for the most part in courses two stones in thickness, causing walls of the later 
village to be double the thickness of those of the earlier pueblo. This archi­
tectural technique, plus other factors to be listed, lead us to place the 
existence of the second village in late Pueblo II and early Pueblo III times. 

The first stage of the second village consisted of a square-cornered U-
shaped unit of nine rooms. It opened to the south and was built around the 
central kiva, Kiva A, of the three belonging to the first village. The kiva was 
remodeled by lining or relining it with stone masonry, enlarging the southern 
recess, and reroofing it to conform to the fashion of ceremonial structures of 
the time. The pueblo occupied the dirt platform especially prepared for it 
over the southern part of the original village and its refuse heap. Northeast 
of the platform a shallow circular pit was dug and lined with stones. Its pur­
pose has not been determined. 

Subsequently the community was enlarged by first increasing the size 
of the basal platform through the squaring of the corners of its southern 
curved wall and then adding six more rooms to the original building. The 
additional rooms, placed across the open end of the original U-shaped struc­
ture, resulted in a rectangular pueblo with an enclosed courtyard or plaza 
access to which was gained through a narrow entrance way on the south. The 
steps of the first platform were included in the expanded retaining wall. Kiva 
A may have been remodeled again at this time for evidence of three altera­
tions in its walls and southern recess were apparent during excavation. 
Refuse from the second village was strewn upon the sloping terrain south 
of the retaining wall. Near the pueblo it overlapped and became mixed with 
trash from the first village, farther away the deposit resulted almost entirely 
from the second occupation. Like the first village, the second community is 
believed to have been occupied for about 50 years. 

Only one complete human burial and several isolated fragments of human 
skeletons were recovered from the refuse deposit. This is a much smaller num­
ber than should be expected from a site the size of 875. Undoubtedly most 
burials associated with the first village lie beneath the second pueblo. Some 
were uncovered and reburied when the ground was being levelled for the 
second village, as has been mentioned above. Disturbed areas in the later 



O UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO STUDIES 

trash mound, which hampered and limited our investigation of it, resulted 
from early day unauthorized digging for specimens which had been placed 
with the dead. Presumably those excavations encountered burials. 

Estimating the time of occupancy of the two villages at Site 875 is based 
primarily upon dates assigned the pottery complexes recovered from them; 
however, architectural features and artifact types substantiate the ceramic 
dating. Only one dependable tree-ring date, A.D. 1047, was obtained from 
a charred roof beam from the fill of Kiva A. Presumably it dates the final 
remodeling of the kiva and neatly fits into our estimated chronology. We 
would judge the first village to have been in existence from about' A.D. 950 
to 1000. Following a 10 to 25 year period of abandonment, the second vil­
lage was built on the site, and continued to thrive until about A.D. 1075. The 
number of inhabitants of each village probably ranged from about 30 to 40 
individuals in their initial stages to approximately 60 to 70 at periods of 
maximum development. 

Analysis of the almost 45,000 potsherds and the 39 whole or restorable 
vessels from Site 875 by Florence C. Lister demonstrates that Mancos Black-
on-white and Mancos Corrugated were the most frequent, and apparently the 
most popular, types of pottery throughout the history of both villages. How­
ever, Cortez Black-on-white was a companion ware to Mancos Black-on-white 
during the initial occupancy, while McElmo Black-on-white served in that 
capacity during the final occupation. These pottery complexes would place 
the initial village in Pueblo II times, the later one in a transitional period be­
tween Pueblo II and Pueblo III. 

Stone and bone artifacts from Site 875 also are characteristic of the Mesa 
Verde during the periods indicated. The predominance of ground stone arti­
facts, particularly milling implements, over chipped stone tools and a scarcity 
of ornaments repeats a frequently observed feature of the Mesa Verde during 
the time under consideration. Bone piercing and scraping tools as well as 
scraps of bone from food animals reveal the kinds of game hunted. Deer and 
turkey were the preferred animals. Farming featured the cultivation of corn, 
beans, and squash. 



II. EXCAVATION OF THE REFUSE DEPOSIT 

Excavation of the two villages which comprise Site 875 revealed that refuse 
from the first village was strewn south of the rooms and kivas of that pueblo, 
and that the later village was built in part over the first trash deposit and debris 
from that settlement was placed farther to the south downhill from the second 
structure. 

Trash and occupational debris from the first village was found beneath the 
walls and floors and below the surface of the plaza of the second village. The 
refuse from the second pueblo, which contained some debris from the first 
village particularly at its northern extremity, formed a low mound south of 
the later habitation. A large portion of this later trash deposit was carefully 
excavated. 

When the area to be excavated was cleared of sage, yucca, other brush, and 
heavy clumps of grass, it was apparent that the mound had been dug into in 
several places, especially on the north, by persons seeking pottery and other 
artifacts associated with burials. Therefore the southern part of the deposit 
was chosen for extensive excavation and a trench only six feet wide, located 
to avoid the areas previously disturbed, was dug through the northern part 
of the mound closest to the walls of the second village. 

To establish controls for the excavation of the trash mound, a grid sys­
tem which divided the area into squares six feet on a side was laid out. A base 
line was surveyed through the midden from north to south and parallel lines 
at six foot intervals were located. The base line was designated 0 (zero); those 
lines to the left of the zero line were identified as L (left) 1, L2, etc., and those 
to the right, R (right) 1, R2, etc. Another set of lines, at right angles to the 
first and also at six foot intervals, was surveyed dividing the area into grids six 
feet square. They were assigned letters, A, B, etc. from south to north. Stakes 
were placed at the corners of the squares and each square was identified by the 
lines which intersected at the lower left hand corner as one faced north, AL2, 
AL1.A0, ARl.etc. (See Figure 3) . 

Each square was excavated as a unit down to the sterile red clay subsoil. 
The trash from the three rows of squares farthest from the pueblo, A, B, and 
C, was removed in a single level since the refuse proved to be less than 12 
inches deep. The deposit in rows D, E, and F; however, averaged 24 inches in 
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FIGURE 3 
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depth and was taken out in two levels. Level 1 consisted of the upper 12 inches 
of dirt; Level 2, from 12 inches to the sterile clay. Only a single line of 
squares, GL1 to KL1, were excavated in the northern part of the midden in 
order to avoid the areas disturbed by earlier diggers. Two of these five squares, 
GL1 and 1L1, were cleared in two levels, the others were dug as single units. 
A total of 29 squares of the refuse mound were excavated. Twenty-four of 
these Opened a rectangular area 24 feet by 36 feet at the south end of the de­
posit; the northern extension of five squares uncovered an area 6 feet by 30 
feet. 

A large assortment of stone artifacts, the majority of which are grinding 
implements, and some bone implements were collected from the trash mound. 
It also yielded almost 22,000 potsherds, about one-half of the total recovered 
from the site. Only one human burial and fragments of three crania, one femur, 
one tibia, and two pelves were encountered. The artifacts, sherds, and human 
remains are described in subsequent sections of the report. 

It is quite likely that the rather extensive unauthorized digging in the deeper 
parts of the refuse deposit exposed a number of burials. One would expect 
such an extensive midden, and one which was associated with a site as large 
as 875, to have contained more than the single burial encountered by our 
investigations. 

Conditions for preservation in most sections we excavated were poor as a 
consequence of the shallowness of the deposits. 



III. EXCAVATION OF THE PUEBLOS 

Site 875 was referred to for years by the staff of Mesa Verde National Park 
and by archaeologists who had conducted investigations in the park as the 
"Great Kiva" site. Before excavation it did resemble the type of ruin that 
might result from the destruction of a Great Kiva. It was a circular mound of 
dark, ash impregnated soil with a deep central depression and was covered by 
a heavy stand of sagebrush and a few juniper and pinyon pine trees. A pro­
fusion of rectangular sandstone blocks and other occupational debris includ­
ing potsherds, flakes of stone, and fragments of grinding implements were 
scattered over its surface. 

In 1954, while nearby Site 866 was being excavated, a small crew was 
given the task of extending a test trench across the depression in the center 
of the mound to determine whether the structure was in fact a Great Kiva. 
The trench quickly revealed that the sunken area marked the location of a 
normal sized kiva and it became obvious that the surrounding mound of 
debris represented the remains of a surface pueblo constructed around the kiva. 

The field seasons of 1955 and 1956 were devoted to the excavation of the 
site. In 1955 part of the trash mound and the village we now know to be the 
later or second village at the site were excavated. Toward the close of that 
season, when that area along the north wall was cleared and test pits were 
dug beneath the floors of rooms, the existence of the first village was discov­
ered. It was cleared in 1956. as was an additional section of the trash mound. 

The pueblos were excavated by locating the walls of rooms, by outlining 
them on the interior, and by removing the fill from them in horizontal layers. 
Debris from rooms containing shallow deposits was treated as a single unit; 
that from deeper rooms was removed in two or three levels. Exploratory pits 
were dug below floors of all rooms. The outer faces of all walls and areas 
adjacent to those walls were cleared in order to be certain that all structures 
of the pueblos had been located. The walls of those rooms of the first village 
which underlie the second village were traced by trenching beneath the floors 
of the later rooms. Kivas were excavated stratigraphically in three levels. 

Nine test trenches, each of which penetrated into the sterile clay subsoil, 
were dug around the site. These were instrumental in locating Kiva B and the 
kiva on the west side of the site which was only partially excavated, and the 
two retaining walls which surround the second village. 
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PLAT I I. Site 875. refuse area before excavation, looking south. 
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PLAIT. 2. Site 875 before excavation, looking south. 
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FIGURE 4 
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Artifacts from the site were catalogued in the field and taken to the 
archaeological laboratory of the University of Colorado where they have been 
cleaned, repaired and restored when necessary, and subjected to analysis. 

Rooms of the first village are identified by Roman numerals in order to 
distinguish them from units of the second village, which are assigned Arabic 
numbers. Kivas are designated by letter. 

Descriptions of the architectural remains, and the observations made dur­
ing their excavation, will follow a chronological order. That is, the first village 
and its associated features will be discussed initially, then the second village 
and its related elements will be considered. 

THE FIRST PUEBLO 

The first pueblo at Site 875 contained 17 rooms at its greatest stage of 
development. Fifteen of the rooms are arranged in three contiguous rows 
oriented in northeast-southwest direction. At the east end of the room block, 
two rooms extend southeast at a right angle to the main part of the structure. 

Three kivas, which lie in a line parallel to and south of the rooms, probably 
were' employed by occupants of the village. The westernmost of these has 
been identified only by a trench—Test Trench F—but it almost certainly be­
longed to the first village. Kiva A, later remodeled and used by the in­
habitants of the second village, was undoubtedly originally a ceremonial 
chamber for the first village. Kiva B also served the initial pueblo until it was 
purposefully filled and the eastern extension of rooms built over the top of it. 

Descriptions of the architectural features, details noted during excavation, 
and a record of specimens recovered from each feature follow. 

ROOM I 
DIMENSIONS 

The practice of listing inside measure­
ments for wall lengths and distance from 
floor level to top of wall for wall heights 
causes the dimensions of some walls com­
mon to two rooms to differ from one 
room to the other. 

North wall—length, 10 ft. 2 in.; greatest 
height. 10 in. 

South wall—length. 10 ft. 1 in.; greatest 
height, 18 in. 

East wall—length, 6 ft. 11 in.; greatest 
height, 12 in. 

West wall—length. 7 ft. 2 in.; greatest 
height, 5 in. 

Average thickness of walls—8 in. 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS 

Walls: The masonry walls of the rooms 
of the first village are the type common­
ly referred to as single coursed. The 
walls are a single stone in width and are 
constructed of courses of rectangular 
blocks of sandstone, many of which had 
been shaped by knocking large chips from 
their edges. This causes most of the 
building stones to be thinner on their 
edges than at their centers, resulting in 
wide joints between courses on both faces 
of the walls. Thick layers of mud mortar 
strengthened by the addition of small 
stone spalls occur between the courses 
of rock. The faces of the walls exhibit 
almost as much mud and stone spalls 
as they do coursed masonry. In most 
cases walls were built upon a foundation 
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FIGURE 5 

of rectangular sandstone slabs slightly 
wider than the stone employed in the 
walls, but in a few instances a bed of 
small stones was used as a foundation. 

The south and east walls of Room 1 
are in fair condition, standing three to 
four courses high. The north and west 
walls contain only the basal course of 
masonry for the most part. No wall 
openings are present. 

Floor: A hard-packed dirt floor exists 
in the northern half of the room but is 
not present to the south. In the south­

west corner of the room, a circular de­

posit of ash was encountered at floor 

level. It is not a firepit but seems to have 

resulted from a fire, or fires, built upon 

the room floor. The floors of rooms are 

successively higher from west to east as 

a consequence of the sloping terrain upon 

which the village was constructed (Figure 

5, profile A-A'). 

OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION 

The fill of this room and the areas 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO MESA VERDE ARCHAEOLOGY 

surrounding the room contained some 
building stones which had fallen from 
the walls but not enough to account for 
the amount of masonry necessary to re­
build the walls. This also was true of 
the other rooms in the first village. Ob­
viously, following desertion of the vil­
lage, stones from the upper portions of 
the walls were carried away and re-em­
ployed in other buildings. 

The human skeletal remains and arti­
facts found in this room, which are 
described below, were recovered from 
the debris which filled the structure. 
They were concentrated in a horizontal 
stratum between 10 and 20 inches below 
the surface and 5 inches above the floor 
level of the room, and obviously had 
been placed there sometime after its 
abandonment. 

The structure was carefully cleared to 
the level of the specimens, a grid system 
was established for the room, and draw­
ings were made and photographs taken 
to show the location of and relationship 
between all specimens in the room. 

There is every reason to believe that 
the skeletal remains found in Room I 
represent secondary burials placed there 
after the structure had been reduced to 
partial ruin. Their position in the room, 
between floor level and the surface, 
demonstrates this fact. The condition 
and arrangement of the remains, as shown 
in Figure 6 which illustrates the posi­
tion of all items found in the room, 
shows that these are not normal burials. 
Most bones are disarticulated and ran­
domly scattered. No skeletons are com­
plete or even partially intact. Only pieces 
of the larger bones, which would have 
been better preserved in their original 
graves, were present. Groups of bones 
sometimes represent more than one in­
dividual, and some isolated bones have 
no relationship to other bones. Much 
of the pottery is placed in groups which 
in most instances are not directly re­
lated to any of the skeletal remains. All 
of these factors support the notion that 
these are secondary burials. 

There are two instances of partially 

articulated bones in the deposit. Speci­
mens shown in Group 22 (see Figure 
6) include a partial pelvis with asso­
ciated fragments of femurs. Pieces of two 
tibia, shown in Group 23, lie adjacent 
to the distal ends of the femurs. How­
ever, two adjacent tibia are not in proper 
position. Group 16 also includes a partial 
pelvis and one articulated piece of femur. 
These two examples of articulation of 
pelves and femurs may be due to the 
fact that the burials were exhumed and 
reburied before all of the desiccated 
skin, muscles, and cartilage in the region 
of the hips were decomposed and that 
these bones remained articulated during 
transport to their final resting place in 
Room I. 

The individuals buried in the room 
were former occupants of the first village 
as shown by the pottery accompanying 
them. The burial offerings feature Man-
cos Corrugated. Mancos Black-on-white, 
and Cortez Black-on-white, and lack Mc-
Flmo Black-on-white. This is the pottery 
complex employed by the first villagers, 
as will be pointed out in a later section 
of the report dealing with pottery. 

It would appear that these remains 
were placed in Room I during the con­
struction of the second village when a 
portion of the refuse deposit of the first 
village, which lies to the south of the 
original village, was disturbed by builders 
of the second village. Considerable earth 
was moved in the preparation of an arti­
ficial platform prior to the building of 
the second village. When burials were 
encountered the larger bones and burial 
offerings were removed from the ground 
and reburied in Room I of the first village 
—an area not encroached upon by the 
second village. It appears that in some 
instances the bones of the exposed burials 
were so poorly preserved, which is fre­
quently the case in infant burials, that 
only the associated artifacts could be re­
moved for reinterment. 

Respect for the dead, or a feeling of 
awe toward the remains, could have ac­
counted for these actions. 

It could be suggested that the second-
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PLATE 3. Room I during excavation, looking east. Note secondary burials and burial 
offerings. 

ary burials in the room were placed 
there during the occupation of the first 
village when expansion of that village 
southward might have led to disturbance 
of the soil which would have exposed the 
burials. However, it is believed that the 
trash mound of the first village would 
have been far enough south of the 
original row of rooms that it was not 
disturbed by the growth of that village. 
SPECIMENS RECOVERED 

Levels 2 and 3 of Room I yielded the 
most interesting group of specimens found 
at Site 875. In the stratum described in 
the previous section, a large number of 
whole and fragmentary pottery vessels, 
a few other artifacts, and an assortment 
of human skeletal remains were en­
countered. 

In the following listing of specimens 
from the room, numbers have been as­
signed to individual items or groups of 
items found adjacent to one another 
simply as a means of identification. The 
numbers coincide with the numbers of 
specimens and groups of specimens de­
picted in Figure 6. 
Artifacts and Skeletal Remains, Room I 

1. a. Undecorated base of Mancos 
Black-on-white jar. fragmentary. 

b. Mancos Black-on-white ladle, 
complete. Found beneath jar 
fragments. 

c. Two bone awls. Found beneath 
sherds. 

2. a. Mancos Corrugated jar, frag­
mentary. 

3. a. Mancos Corrugated jar, frag­
mentary-


