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That portion of the Flanigan Ditch downstream from the 
divergence of the SCIC pipeline is periodically maintained be­ 
cause it is used to irrigate the Watchman Campground, so it 
appears in better condition visually than the upper portion, At 
the upper end the bed of the ditch has accumulated fallen tree 
branches, tumble-weed, and other natural debris, because the flow 
of water is now buried in pipeline adjacent to the ditch. Howev­ 
er, the cross-section of the earthwork ditch is approximately the 
same throughout the roughly 9,200 foot (2800 m) length within 
Zion National Park to the south end of Watchman Campground. This 
is 3 to 4 feet wide, at the top, with sides sloping out from a 
narrow bed which varies from 2 to 3 feet deep. Near the north end 
there are sections where the depth is greater. This is caused by 
the local topography, with the ditch running along a slope bet­ 
ween a narrow lower terrace and a higher terrace. The upper 
elevation may have been exaggerated when the pipeline was buried 
in 1988.
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10. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION.

4. Flanigan Ditch Springdale East Quadrangle

UTM References:
12/324800 m E /4120320 m N Diversion Point (headwater) 

/323580 m E /4118000 m N (outfall)*

* This is the existing outfall at the south end of Flanigan 
Ditch. Prior 'to 1922 it extended approximately 6,000 feet or 1800 
m further downstream, to an estimated point of 12/323000 m E 
/4116900 m N.

Acreage of nominated property is approximately 4.13 acres. In 
Sections 22, 21, 28, and unsurveyed areas of 38 of T41S, R10W, 
SLBL & M.T, the boundaries of the district extend 10 feet (3 m) 
on either- side of the channel, and 5 feet (1.5m) to each side of 
the center line of the lateral ditches. The head of Flanigan 
Ditch .is on the east side of the North Fork of the Virgin River 
approximately 1200 feet (365 m) south of the Virgin River bridge.

Flanigan Ditch was obscured or disturbed within its northernmost 
600 feet (180 m) by 1988 construction of a new intake, sediment 
basin, and outfall line. Tt is an open ditch running parallel to 
the east side of the Virgin River from a point 275 feet (83 m) 
south of the third bridge on the Pa ' rus Trial until it reaches 
the Watchman housing area for NPS staff. Through the housing area 
it Is partially open, but enclosed in culverts for 3 road cross­ 
ings. South of that it is open at a concrete dividing structure 
buill in 1956 and crosses under the access road in a culvert. 
From this point on it is utilized for watering the Watchman 
Campground and runs as an open ditch to an outfall at the south 
end of the campground. Approximately 9,200 feet (2800 m) runs 
through Zion NP. Prior to 1922 it extended 6,000 feet (1800 m) 
further downstream. That portion is partially buried by sand and 
rock eroding from the hillside.
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