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People coming into Zion Canyon, look up at the wonderful towers and
iemples in admiration, and often wonder not only at the significance of
the name of the camyon, but also of the gzppellations of many of the unique
scenic featuréa. The significence of these nsmes is inseparably
connected with western history.

In order to tell the story preperly, it is necessary to go back to
the time when our forefathers in the east were waging s war of independ-
ence. At that time in the yesr 1776, a Spanish priest was roaming through
thia region of Utsh, Prior to this time, the Spsniards had established
migsions and settlememts throughcut what is now ¥exico, New Mexico, iArisona
and California. Several ettempts had been made to finé a route through
from Santa Fe, New Mexico to Monterey, Californis, but most of these were
frustrated by the presence of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, which had
first been discovered by Cardenas in 1540, Pedre Escalante, knowing
of these attempts, and having viewed the Grend Canyon himself, in 1776
attempted with a smell party, a rnorthern route around the canyon, hoping
thereby to reach Monterey. He proceeded northward into Colorado and
finding & wandering Indian, whose home was on what is now Utah Leke,
he persuaded the Indian to guide him eastward. After crossing Grand &nd
Green Rivers, they finalxy found their way down to the shores of
Utah Lake where they were well received by the Indians to whom they

preached of Christianity.
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These were the first white men, so far &s we know, to enter what,
iz now the State of Utah, After visiting several days with the Infians
snd promising te come sgain, Escalante took leave of them ard staried
southwestward down through what was then a deserit reglou.

By this time, it was getiing late in the geason, and &8 it becane
appaerent that it would be impossible to make to the coast end return, a
division of opinicn developed in the party, some desiring to return,
others desiring to continue. The question was decided in favor of
returning by casting lots. Instéad of retrecing their steps the way
they had come, they turr.ed southeastward and came out to the edge of the
devert somewhere near Cedar City where a monument to hils memory has been
erectzd in ihe form of the up-to-.date Escalante Hotel,

They then passed southward along the route now iraversed by the
road pouthward into Dixie and crossed the Virgin River in the vicinity
of Hurricane. He was thus the first white man to discover the river on
which Zion Canyon is located. In his diary, he mentions the sulphar
springs that occur on the river between La Verkin and Hurricane. After
ecrogsing the river there, he went on southward into Arigona and then
turned eastward toward the Kaibab Forest. After a great many dif-
ficulties, and after being misdirected by the Indians, he finally
found his way across the Colorado River at what is now known es the
Crossing of the Fathers, aboui twenty to thirty miles north of the Ttah-
Arigons line. The stone stzpos that were cut to get their horses
down to the water's edge were recently discovered by Goyernor George
H. Dern of Utah and companions in 1925, on'a trip through that psrt of

the canyon.

2.



It appears that two other Spaniards entered Utah over the same
route ag Escalante, one Mestas in 1805 and the othar; Arse Gercia, in
1812-3, but so far as is known their entry has no gignificance in the
history of Zionm.

The next important character t3 concern us here is Jededish S, Smith,
an &pmerican fur trader, who with his partners, Subletted and Jackson,
maintsined headquarters at Bear Lske in Northern Utsh. These men had come
west with Aghicy on his sesond expedition in 1823 and having lesrmed the
fur trsder game, theay bought out Ashiey's interesis when he decided %o
retire.

These young traders who had been trapping through Idaho, Wyoming and
northern Uteh decided to extend ithelr operations southward and so fitted
out Pmith with a party of sbout sixteen men with the intention of explore
int the region to the esouth and west. Smith left their vutpost on the
shore of Great Salt Lske on August 22, 1326. Going southward past Uien Lake
{fron the best information available)y4 it appears that he found the Sevier
River and fﬁllowed it up to0 its head, passing a few milea to the west of

Bryce Caim»n, buif of course not seeing ine canyon.

- There 1s another theory supported by rather pieusible evidence that

Smith led his brigade southwesit from about Milford and irsveled by way of
Clover Velley Wash, Muddy River, etc. In fact, the Mutdy is thought to be the
hdans River. Wa. J. Snow,

This theory, however, 1s rather untenzbls., See Dmle, The Ashby-Smith
Explorations, page 187, quoting Smith's letter to Clark., Smith aacended
Ashleys River{Sevier) finding the Sampatch (Sanpete) Indisns. He passed
over & range of mountains running southeast and northwest and struck a
river running southwest, %The country 1s mountzinous to east; towards the west

there are sandy plains and detsched rocky hills., — Here (about ten days
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march down it) the river turns to the southeast.® On page 303, Dale
publishes Callatin's map of 1836, to which 8mith is credited with hawing
contribtuted. And in the region, under consideration, Smith must have teen
entirely responsible. He shows the Adams River heading very close to the
source of Ashleys River and flowing southwest to its furn end then shifting
to 2 little east of south, and occupying the reglon traversed by the Virgin
River. It, therefore, seems clearly evident that Smith's route lay along

-

the latter river and not the Neadow Valley Wash, Nevada.  A.M.F.

Pagssing over the divide 2%t the head of that rivér, he cexe into the
head of one fork of what is now the Virgin kiver, He gave it the name of
Adanms fiver in honor of the then president of the United States. He passed
on down the river to its junction with the Colorado, thence on down that
river &#s far as the Keedles, Lrisons, After procuring smpplies from the
Indians at this place, he went on westward across the Molave Desert to
the Pacific coest near where Los &ngeles now stends, reaching there in
late November.

He was detaineé here by the Spaniards until February 1827, when he
obtained permission to return the way he had come. However, he hesitated
1o face agein the dangere a&nd hardships through which he had psssed and
so determined to go farther north on his return trip, so after leaving the
setilemente, he turned northwerd through what is now interior California,
going about as far as the Stanislaus River, where he failed in an attempt
to cross the Sierra Nevada Mountzins., Leaving his party in the Wwalleys below,
he sagain attempted & crossing and with two companions succeeded in April,
During Msy and June they crossed the hot dry deserts of Nevada and arrived

back at Bear Lake in July to keep his rendesvous with his partners.



Having left his party in California, it was ncceasary for him to
return, so fitting out another expedition of about {ifteen men, he re-
traced his route, It appears that as he was traversing the river that he
had previocusly named Adams, one of his men by the name of Thomas Virgin
was wounded by the Indians, and he, therefore, changed the neme to Virgin,

Going on down to the Needles, the Indians treacherously attached
his party while crossing the Colorado River and killed about ten of the
party and he lost most of his supplies. F®ith the remainder of his party,
throug extreme hardships, he crossed the Yojave Degert and relcired his
party in central California. After further troubles with tre Sparigh
anthorities, he finelly made his way northward toward the Columbiz River,

Upon reaching the Umpqu#, his party was attached by thre Indians in
his absence and itwo besides himself escaped. Thomas Virgin w&s one nf thosge
killed. Smith reached the Columbiz River in safety and throuz: the hélp
of the British, he obtained his furs from the Indians and finally found
hies way back by way of the Columbia River,

Thus Smith wes the {irst men to traverse the Virgin River, the FTirst
tec discover the southwest route {rsi Salt Lake to the Pacific, eud the
first %o discover the western route from Sslt Lake to the Pacific,

The next pecple of imporiunce are the Mormons, the first of whon
arrived in Salt Lake on July 24, 18/7. For several years, these people
had been making preparations to move west from Illlmois, and their leaders
had gathered information of the west from meny sources, trappers, trevelers,
traders, explorers and government officers. All literature available wag
enxiously scanned and discussions of the movement were of common occurrence

in meetings and newspapers, so that whor the movemwent wae finzlly inaururated,



the leaders were guite fully informed about the counfry to which they

were coming. And when, on that memorable day they arrived on the Presnent
site of Salt Lake City, Srigham Young said without any hesitation whatever
®Tais is the place,® which statement the Murmons have cherighed in tra—
dition and song.

They built & clty there ané started the construction of a témple.

Since it was the headquarters of their church they nften referred te the
place as Zion It &as it grew, of course, it took on the nase of Salt Lake
City. 4s more people were continually arriving, Young, the grest colone
izer, sent colonists in 211 directions to setile un ve surrounding country.
%e &lso had scouts out exploring the regiom,

Upon hearing of the warn semi-tropicel climate existing slons ithe Vire
gin River, it cccurred to Toung that cotton could be raised there. 1t will
be remembered that these people were & thousand mlles from & reilroad, and
that they had to haul their supplies that they d4id noti produce, from the
¥igsduri Hiver., This, of course, was very expensive, and Young decided to
attexzpt the raising of cotion te help out in the cloihing problem.

Adccordingly, colonists were sent to settle on the Virgia River. Young's
method was to select a balanced group of people, incliding the different
types of workers, professional people and leaders in about the proportion
that would be needed in building & community, and send them oui to make the
settliements., This was oprobably one of the greatest of his gecrets of success
in colonization.

These settlers began arriving on the river in 1252 and by 1961 most of
the settlements had been founded slong its course. All land for farming had
to be irrigated and naturally the settlemeunts were made where water could be
got out on to the tillable land. Censeque:tly most of them were made along

4he benks of the stream. The ! .3t arrivals naturally selected the closest



&and most acceasible lend and the later comers had to push farther and
farther along the stream in =zearch of suitable placas to settle.

By 1261, the settlers (cbout a dozen families), had peunstrated ae
far s ‘the present location of some of the Springdale flelds just below
the presert site of the town of Springdele at the mouth of Zicn Canyon.
These first setilersz included the following ne-esy Joseph Millet, Alma
¥*{1let, Em. Piack and his three sons, Willicm, George =nd Joscrh, Aitert
Petty and family, Howard Whitlock , ¥ rum Xorris and an ol2 man by the nanme
of Norton.

By this time &lso, other settlemeits had been rmade along the river &t
St. George, Wsshington, Santa Ciara, Toquerville, Grafton, Duncen's Retreat,
and Rockville, They had alreedy tegun to raise cotton in the settlements
in the lower parts of the wvalley, and on this account they gave the region
the nane of Dixie, Uteh'e Dixie. They constructed a cotton will at Fash-
ington sbout 1365 and 4t ran and manmufactured ~lath from then until the
Jate nineties when it was closed down. The ruins of the old red rock brild-
ing of the mill are still stending on the sonth side of the road just west
of the bridge in the litile town of ¥ashington on the erstwlile iArrowhead
trail, now the Zion Psrk Highway.

The settlers who had pemetrated as far as Sprinzdale very neturally
continued exploration of the region arcund them. They were already in a
very remarikzble section of the canyon and could see more &nd mightier
~ ¢cliffs and pinnacles beyond. Perhaps young Joseph Black little dreawmed
what awaited him beyond when, one morning in the early summer of 1361, he
mounted his horse and set out up the river in quest of nmore or tetter farm-
ing iand.

Pagsing through the narrows just zbove ithe present park entrence, he



came out into the main court of the then un-named canyon where 8 cloar
stream of water meandere? 1lts way between grassy bunks down through a
_ratural meadcow. He found a strip of land that could ve cultivated on each
gide of the river.

But more than that, he found those incomparable towers and temples angd
thogse majestic c¢liffs that let the sunshine squeese in hetween them for e
short time during the middle of the day. Aand it seems that they thrilled his
aesthetic gsenses and that he realized the grandeur and beauly that ¢ was
the first of the white race to behold, for when he went back down to the
village below, he described i e wonders t:at he hed seen In such lowing
terns thet the people dubbed the canyon "Josevh'!s Glory®, half in derision
et hig foanciful itales.

But the people of those days had no time for relaxation suc as sight-
seeing - it was all they could do te eke out & bare existence with a few
of the fundamentsl necessities of life. There werz nc truing, no telephones
&13 no mail service and most traveling was donz by ox team., - The thing that
interested the neople in the village wes the agricultural lan? in the canyon.

Hyrum Morris and Howard ¥hitlock decided to use some of 1. Undaunted by
the difficulties of getting there, they hitched two yoke of oxen on to the
hind wheels of & wagon and hanginz & plow and a "grub box® on bhehind they
made their way up the canyon. It was iﬁpossible tc go along the siream bed,
g0 they turned off on thz west side about one quarter mile ahove the park
entrance and climbed the steep side hill to the sandy bench which the tele-
phone line now traverses. Prom this bench, they worked off into the canyon
that is now mown as the Court of Patrierchs and down it to the main
canyon where they Tirst put their nlow into the soll and turned the first

furrew of that virgin soil. It is reported that they planted corm and raised



a crop that first year. Other people fallowed later and other lnnﬁ wag
cultivated from that time forward.

Within the next two or three years, probebly about 1863, three setilers
went into the canyon te live. One of them, Willlam Heaps by name, was a deser-
ter from Johnson's ermyv, no doubt seeking isolatién, anZ at that tine, he un-
doubtedly found an ideal place. :He tullt & little roc: ¢sbin on the west
side of the river at the mouth of Emerald Pool Canyon (formerly imown as
Heaps Canyon) near a point where some large cotionwood trees &re now stanaine,

Tis two companions, Issac bLehunnin &nd George Folfe, nlthou;h not de-
serters from en arzy were typiczl western renegades. They were & poor sort
of MYormonsg, end though rought old characters, were very religious withsal,
Behunnin built tvo log cabins across the river from Heaps, one cabin stande
ing just deside the road about one quarter mile sbove the Lodge, the other
‘one staﬁding sbout 100 yards to the west, in what is now a dry-course of
the rivér bed. Bolfe went & little farther upstream, and erected one cebin
begide the road sbouti one half mile above the Lodge near the bend in the
road and another oﬁe at the place where the public cemp ground now stands,
juat between the comfort stutlon and the road.

Thwese people raised corn and b::bacco, e little gsrden truck and certain
other crops, kept & few livestock around their places znd thus eked out an
existence among their asesthetic sur ~oundings., But with all their hardships,
it seems that they realized ti.e wonders and beauties of the canyon walls.

It is related that Behunnin used to sit in his yard of an evening and look
up st the fowers and temples on every side. They appealed to him as symbolice
of the divine and he used to say 'Hsre.we have nztural temples, Ve can
worship as we please®, He was mentally raking comparison with S,lt Leke

vher they were building a tempie and which wes usually referred to as Zion.



* Continuing he soliloquised that "This is as much Zion as Salt Lake, we'll
call this Little Zion.®™ 4And Little Zion the canyon came to be known.

It 18 reportsd that, at cne time & fow years later, Brighem Young
caze to Springdale to see a piece of len? that he had there and the people
told him in glowing terms of the wonderful scenes in Little Zion an” was
about to visit the place, However, he ingquired who lived up there &n2d being
told that {hese three old renegades were the only ones, ne saidr "No, it's
nct Zion. Zidn is the place where the pure in heert dwell.® and he refuaed{
te go visit the place. Therecftier meny of the peocle hypercritically re-
ferred to it as ®Not Zion,®

¥ithingthe next few years, liveatock increase? grestly in nunbers &and
botr sheep snd catile came to be gresed in larger numbers both in the canyon
and on the mountaing sbove. With tae tramping of trails throug™ tze vegotu—
tion due to such grzsing, they way was opened up by which the rein, when it
fell, could run down the trails, pick up loose particles of sand and thuas
Bave tools with which to cut out the grass and roots alornz the strear channel,
Pinslly the time caze when a heavy storm brought enough sand and ;rovel w' th
it to do enormous cutting and it washed out its bed through the graasy banks
and left the 0ld mesdow high and dry. And the evil conditions have been ex-
gpgersted durins & large part of the intervening time since then and thre
river has continued to wash &t its banks an? bed scouring an? enlsrging, and
along its ec--9e from Zion to its junction with the Coloradc, has washed eway
thousands of acres of fertile land -~ damege that cean never be repsired.

It is reported that in those days beaver were plentiful slonz the strez-¢,
but they have practically diseppeared, |

Along sbout 1865; Indian troubles developed in the regionaand the reople
froe Springdale sn? Shonesburg all move? down to Rockville for better protec-~

tion, ‘There is no evidence to indicate that any of the= went up into Zion
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Canyon for protection.‘ For the next several veara, the people had to-
~band together and wﬁenever they went into the 1ie1ds to. work, they eibher
went in groups or took precautions o‘f safet,v.'

1Aftér the subéidenée>cf the Indian menace, piané‘for,re;settling
Springdale (and‘shoneSBurg}\developed. In 18?A;va new ditech waé taken
out of the river above the old settlement of Springdale and in 1875, the
town was settled 1n4its present locatien. |

At about this tiwe also, an attempt was made to establisn what was
celled the United Order, a socialistic community in which theoretizally
cach was to share alike, Each one Joining the order had to turn over
all property to the community. The idea seems to have appealed %o the
three‘gettlers in ' Zion Canyon. They joined the order and turned over
their rights in the canyon. Bui after a short time they became dissat-
‘isfigd, disappointed at the conditions that developed and 50 they'with—
‘dres. They were pald in livestock and other goods for their property in
‘Zion and they noved away. Upon the bresk-up of the order, soon after this,
Ltﬁerproperty in Zion was allotted to Springdale people, Durihﬁ‘the inter-
VEning years, different pleces of property passed from one hand to auother, un-
;til L”O? when the area was withdrawn as a gational Momument%, when, because
the land had never been surveyed and po titles est&biiahéd, the people had to

giva up the use of the land. »
: ~Dur:.nc the period of use of the 1anﬁ3 people at different times/and :

places, planted oat orcnarda and to thia day there are remnants of some
‘of these orcharde left. 0p9931te the lodce, on the ’18;&1&” left between

‘the old ‘meander of the river bed and the present positior of the river 19






