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there ara 8 granite-faced, concrete arch road bridges on the Valley floor 
1-a Yosemite National Park. Thay were constructed between 1921 and 1933, 
vith fiv= built in 1928. The bridges ate rfit-Jlar in design, but v&\y in 
size and cunfiguration. All bridges ar« constructed of reinforced concrete 
in the iona of a sent elliptical or 3-centercd arch. The concrete is 
ventered with rough quarried, rock-raced granite which is laid in an unccursed 
rubble bond. Thb bridges feature finely cut, rock-faced voussoirs and 
keystones.

All bcidgeo span the Mercsd Rivar except for ths Yosealte Creek Bridge, 
which crosses Yosemite Creek, and the Tenaya Craak Bridge, vhich crosses 
Tenaya Creek,

Yosenite Craek Bridge:
Built - 1922 ~ • . -
Designer - N?S
Typa - fteinforcad concrete srch veneered with native granite
Length - 32* .
Span - 1 - 50'
Skew - 0°
Width - 2 {t ', no sidevalks
Traffic laafis - 2 ,
Surfacing - asphaltic ci?ncrece
Original cost - $32,000.00
The bridge is crcvned transversely at the center point of the span. The
parapets parallel the sloping grade of the roadway. The wing walla and
buttresses are skewed slijjht'y, and the buttresses were originally topped
vitb staall lanterns. Granite coping stones overhang the parapet walls.
Xhlo is the oldest of the eight bridges, and original drawings exist in
NPS files,

Ahvahnae Bridge;
Built - 1928 """
Designer - NFS
Typa - Reinforced concrete arckas» vcnesred with native granite
LiQgth - 122' c
Span - 3: 1-42 r , 2-39' each
Sksw - Oa
Width - Total :i9': ro*dvay 27', oua eide^alk 5', one bridal path 7' .
Trsffic Lanes - 2
Surfaoiivg - asphaltfo cor.cretft
Criminal, cost - ^59,9X3.0'?
This btio^e differs Troci the othsrs with iCa trlpls s-clicd span.

.'< : 6CO- 1 S99

— 1BCO-1B9S 

£1900-

SPEGFtC DATES ,„„„1922 - Fre
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The eiyhc highway bci-];;c* in Voisslt-s 
the category of "Archlcecturo" .is o::-- 
or "rustic" architectural c'csltui. Y.. 
Sarvics field landscape archiL'icta cb 
danage dotie by new toadu. rhvy E'-y.ifii* 
in the case cf thsi-u partictjlar st!"-c^. 
vhcse sjiiterial and tunturc bannc^i-ad •. 
environment.

During tha roud cons t rut v ion prr^tati r 
.VSP necessary to construct a r.vrr.ier or 
highvay otandurda of r.oiiati-jcrJ.oa, b -it 
upon the natural scene. Stri;vl;» f\im. 
would not ci3«:t tha t\eed» Therefore, : 
structures which wire in essanci tiir." 
these were nasfce^ with rjitic stoT-.e v\- 
cretc vault, t'in.illy, tlie cor; cr^rfl v: 
graded. The "result was a troubJ,-e-i>? 
nasonry.appearauce, Tr.«: asoonr:.' *zr~ 
with the rwitural setting, *-:.'he rou^h . 
hanuuny wf th the granite w-i3.lt: of Yc:: 
exa-Tple o£ tlie applicacion of "ra^tic
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L-Mi ft:Q STATES l>fc?AR7 MEN'S OY TK£tNYfcHlQR

&45IDNAL SEGISTSR OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTOR Y - NOMSNATHGN FO3M

UG2S137?

COST! Nl> AT-OW SH££T »TEM NUMBER MGE 2

Clark E
Built - 1928 •
Designer - SPS
Type - Reinforced concrete arch, veneered with native granite
Length - 126'
Span - 1 - 75*7"; two equestrian subways, 7" x. 11' through abutnencs
Skew - 20°
Width - Total 39': roadway 27*, one sidewalk 5 l , one bvidal path ?*
Traffic la-jes - 2 '
Surfacing - asphaltic concrete
Original cost - $40,061.22
The seui elliptical arch which spans the Merced River is flanke-1 by two
round arched equestrian tunnels in the wing walls. The roadway of this
bridge and the following six bridges is crowded in-the center,'along, the
axis o£ the bridge; the roadway and parapet walls are horizontal.

Pohono Bridge:
Buiic - 1928
Designer - IIPS " ' -
Type - Reinforced concrete arch veneered with native granite
Length - 82'
Span - 1 - SO 1
Skew - 0°
Width - Total 32': roadway 27', one bridal path 5'
Traffic lanes - 2
Surfacing - asphaltic concrete
Original cost - $29,081.55

Sugar Pine:
Built - 1*28 - '.
Designer - NPS
Type - Reinforced concrete arch vensered vlth native graniee
Length - 108* . . .
Span - 1 - 106' " ' '
Skew - 5° ' '
Width - Total 39': roadway 27', cne sidewalk 5',. one bridal path 7 r
Traffic lanes - 2
Surfrcing - asphaltic concrete
Oricrinal cost - $73,507.44 • ' '
This is civ. longcot single span of all eight brid?.».tf.
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Yenava Cr&ak Brid ge;
Buiic - 1923 ' . . : '
Designer - tf?S '
Tjp* - Reinforced concrete arch veneered with r.ativs granite
Length - 53' '
Spar, - 1 - i6'9"* ' '
Skew - 25 • -
VIdth - Tocal 39 f ; roadway 2?', oae sidewalk 5', one bridal path 7'
Traffic lanea - 2
Surfacing - aspfcaltic coacrete . .
Original cost - $37,749.16 -

Happy Isles rri
Built - 1,92? ' • • . 
D»fti£ncr - N?S ' 
Typ«i - "Reitiforced concrete erch veneered with native granite 
Length - 126' "
Span - 1 ~ 7.rl , 2 equestrian subways 7 T x 1.1* On abutments 

' Skew - 20° . . 
Width - Total 37'.: roadvay 27', 2 sidewalks 5* each 
ftaffic ianc» - 2
Surfacing - asphalt ic concrete ' 
Original cost - ?41 t 673, 03 .

bridge ifi nearly identictil to tha Clark Bridge in all

built - 1533
Desiptier - ^S . . • 
T;rpe - Reinforced concrete arch veneered with native granite 
Length - 155'
Span - 1 - 72', 2 equestrian subvaya S'o11 x 11* through abutaects 
Skew - 0°
Width - Totcl 39* i roadway 27* > 2 sidevallca 6' each 
Traffic Aancs -2 
Surfacinj - auphnitic concrete 
Orisjin-il coat - $71,675.03
The latest to be built * this briu?a is similar ts th-* Happy Isles anii Cl*-- 

, b-.it the equeatriarv £ttnu&ls are biiiit out ' • '•'->. tha face of t.br> w 
Xp, for decorative i

ff...
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11/274740/4180080 ; 
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Carl W. Condlc

S>ractur&s end Facilicies, Sitional Park Servlcfe , t'

Rational Park Service Rustic Archiceeture: 1916-1942^ by Wm. C. Tueed, Laura 
•£. Sov.llleye.v-.«nd-Henrv.-G. Lav, esg. pp. 1QZ-1Q4. in draft- ,

EjGEGGKAPHICAL DATA
OF VCMIMAtEO CflOW.3TY N /A

A| . i 
ZONE 

c l 1 I

ihMCES 

i 1 •

See 

1.1

attached sheet.

i M , 1 * 1 , , !
EASTING
1 i , J.I.L.1

NORTHING
1,1,!,,!

alaJ
ZONE 

DUJ

M . 1.. . t
EASTING

M , [ i , ]
i , r , i
NORTHING 
1,1,1

-i_J_j

,IJL,I
VcF.BAS. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Yosjciite Creek Bridge: 52* x 24*, crosses Yoseraite Creek on North Road. Ahwahnee 
Bridge: 122' x 39', crosses Merced River or, Mirror Lake Road. Clark bridge: 126* x 39' 
crosses Merced River on Curry Stables Road. Pohono Bridge: 82' s 32\ crosses Merced 
Slyer at beginning of El Portal Road. Sugar Pine Bridge: 108' x 39', crosses Merced 
River on Mirror Lake Road. Tenaya Creek Bridge: 58' x 39 1 , crosses Tenaya. Oeei;. ou 
Happy Isles-Mirror Lake Road. Happy Isles Bridge: 126' x 37', crosses Merced Rivei: 
oa Happy Is3.es Road. Stoneman Bridge: 155' x 39', crosses Merced River at Casza Currv 

. tier !\ '*. c.ti n " J
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OF. COUNTY BOU 

STATt CODE COUVTY

STATE COOt COUNTY

|3 FORM PREPARED BY
<<AME • TI7S.E ' '

Merrill Ann Kilsoru Historical Architect

Jtfap"unal "Park Sf>rv1rp - - "- ;" - 9/7f,

•viDARI£S 

coot

coot

5I"c€; Is *«i.MBER ^ ' , UUHhONE

655 Parrot St. T P f 0. Box j"»'?f\7 i • •"- ~~- ^^^~2*^-'i— ̂ 5''^
CITYOPIO.VS sr^Tt 

Denver . f^tnr-n,^ Rf)?j?5 jm -j -n

^'CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECC.V

tt H:STQR!C

In compftarce w*iffi E!iecu:i'*« Order 1 1 593. I he'eb^ nomtnala th.s pf oparty TO tte N 
HislOftc P'eservaRon Officuf has been allowed 90 tfays in which to 0' went Ihe nym<ivsCtG<y>? 
ovaliiate its sigmficance. The tvaluatact te-Js^i^^f.cVk* is _^ _ Natterwt _ .-State _JC_Lo 
FtOSRAL RE?flESE.'4TAT|v/£ SiGiVAT

f. c»rtil-r in9 i^t il« Stst* 
'!"*! St*To ftevtow* frczrd and lo

TITLE peputy Assistant Secrst^ry-" DATE Ab'G 1 5 r97?
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Yosemite Creek Bridge 
Yosemite Nat'1 Park,California 
Photographer:Dean Shenk/NPS 
Date: March 1976 
Negative located:Denver Service

Center/NFS/TWE %r*rf- 
Direction: View to oSSc shows
North facade of bridge. 

Photo #

NOY 25 197T
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Ahwahnee Bridge
Yosemite Nat'1 Park,California 
photographer: Dean Shenk 
Date: March 1976 
Negative located:Denver Service

Center/NFS/TWE - 
Direction: View to a a am shows
North facade of bridge 

Photo # 2 tig

V AUy^.. 
NOV 25 1977
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Clark's Bridge
YoSemite National Park,CA
Photographer: Dean Shenk/NPS
Date: March 1976
Negative located: Denver Service

Center/NPS/TWE ^^ 
Direction: View to North shows/East

facade of bridge w/ Royal Arches
and Washinton Column in bked 

Photo #3/rx<g & •NOV 25 vrr AUG *'
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Pohono Bridge
Yosemite National Park, California
photographer: Dean Shenk/NPS
Date: March 1976
Negative located: Denver Service

Center/NFS/Twe 
Direction: View to Northeast shows

East facade of bridge 
Photo #4

HflV.25 1977 ,. £9 if
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Sugar Pine Bridge
Yosemite National Park, California 
Photographer: Dean Shenk 
Negative located: Denver Service

Center/NFS/TWE 
Direction: View to North shows
East facade of bridge 

Photo i

AUG29197?
NOV 25 1977
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Tenaya Bridge
Yosemite National Park, California
Photographer: Dean Shenk/NPS
Date: March 1976
Negative filed:Denver Service

Center/NFS/TWE 
Direction: View to North shows
West facade of bridge with 

in bkgd.

AUG291977(HOV 2 5 197? J
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Happy Isles Bridge
Yosemite National Park, California \
Photographer: Dean Shenk/NPS
Date: March 1976
Negative located: Denver Service

Center/NFS/ TWE 
Direction: View to Northwest show

sSfec facade of bridge 
Photo # 1 iflft

NOV 25 1977
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Stoneman Bridge
Yosemite National Park, CA
Photographer: Dean Shenk/NPS
Date: March 1976
Negative located: Denver Service

Center/NPS/TWE 
Direction: View to Northwest show

east facade of bridge 
Photo # .

NOV 25 1977
AUG


