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raring the last few years X here hod tha plesBur» of
visiting nruy iss>ortsnt and luteres.ting Early Anaricr.n Build-
ing« hotreon California, Florida» and Valao, Coca of these
building» Kara coat down to tho present tiro rsoro or lass un-
changed frca thalr original design while otKsra her# been
"dona ever" to cult tha habits and taataa of the occupants*
Quito a number Kara boon "restored" with or without profea-
eional advice«
k. » e A U L B R S CENVIRY U -- * At mm -7
Curiously enough arcblteota agree that tho scat intar* -
eating cneient buildlnga are those which Kara not bean
twaperod with by other architects« In a good piece of
restoration work the new porta era no nklllfully blended
with tha old that it la difficult or iapftaslblo to aepa-
rata thou tfca antlqurrica la tbua un«ble to cira moat
carefully restored structures a collate find intelligent
examination« Xfce arohltaot tdio piturned and supervised tha
work had all tha details in the back of hla nind at tha
time« In a relatively fee years moat of tha factual natta?
wea lost or forgotten*

It la ay opinion that any architect tfco undertakes tha -~
responsibility of working over a fine old building should
feel obligated to prepare a detailed report of hla findings
for tha inf&raation of those who «111 coxa to study it In
future years« Ouch a volume should become a perszaaont part
of tha building « a peyaent by tha architect for tha priv-
ilege of learning and using facta which no other nan ray
aver have« Ho» alee c&n «a conserve tha eouroe naterlei
for tha study of antique architecture?

la looking baok over ny five years' acquaintance with
tha j¢oora Hours, | have coxa to re-elisa that a more or lesa
comprehensive stetouunt about this atrooture should be com*
piled in order that tha abundant data no« available will
not be Mattered end lost« this report ia being prepered
to ba placed in the House no that each visitor to this
historic place can know wbet changes have bean ssada falsea
it etc* into the hands of tha Federal Coverasent« This
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report is ooapllod frcra the writing*, drawing», safi photo-
graph* now ia the posaeaeion ct tba national Pi.rk Scrrice,
particularly In the Branch of liana and Design. A eot of
drawlnga ia the Motoric ¢nerlerja Builcinga Surrey, tha
orlginala ot which will ho found in tho Library of Congress,
©upplanent tho written natorinl.

~ha Introduction contcina niacaUsneoua notea on tho
ivooro House before 1930» The Appendix«a exhibit important
paper« too long to be quoted la the taxi, foao of tho
ssatorinl w»e located by the historical otsff.

, Covoral bleak pages havo boon included at tho end of
oat* Copy in order that now discoverUa of laportuit data
my bo noted do*n. | believe that a considerable body of
m terial ia yet to be found.

Charles ?» Peterson,
Deputy Chief Architect.

i et -0 T .l .
October 15, 1935,

Ecahington, P. C*
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pertion of th» "PLUS 0? YORRTO& 13 VXMXKU
iJID AWEC>3JT COUJfTKY, Exhibiting th» operation»
of th* jjiericcn, French, end English orals» dar-
ing tha siege of that place in Cetober 1731* Sur-
raped froa th» 82nd to the E3th Ootr....Pru*n b/
Ja. ?. Heaault with a Crew-pen and presented to
tha UAIUtTXa PS U 7aY *T».*

Tht» nap 1» on« of a coraldartbl» number
prepared eboat this tin. All of ft«a very in
detail» ouch as the ausbar end grouping of the
building» at the roor# Pouty,

The Revolutionary maps carry the first
graphic reprewntstion» of the Moor» Honsy,
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HATiI no. a
. M
i kp -*m
A photostat (enlarged) of the Illustration
(V 2 p* 630) in Henry Howek ’»Historien! Collet*
tiona of Virginia,* (1349)*
. N
Ihle it the oarliest published -rie* of the
l-oore House, brought to cur attention by a lo n
of the roluae froa lira« A.Y» Burcher of Seaport
Ke*a, Virginia*
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FIATS HO. 3

A photostat (enlarged) of the illustration *
In Vol. Il, (p* 324) Benson Lessing*s KPiotorial
Field Bool; of the Herolution,”™ (ISSO)* Lossiug
m3« a tour of the places associatod -»ith tha
Hevolutionary ?'ar# visiting Yort&CKa in 1048,

msga- - mmm-
. s . . Vi
This is tho second oarHost iuioan pictorial
representation of the *locro House, Brought to
our attention by Hr* Thoms ?, ITatoraan, then of

tho hilliaasburg Boiteration.






FLATS hO. 4

Enlargement of the photograph takm by
Sjfttthew Brody In 10&2, located by the writer
In the Library of Congress*

It» decision to restore a front porch

«sea tesod on a study of this photograph.
There have bsen at lotst four front porches
on tbs Fouea, (1) «1 O* by 3» porch fro«
which the brick pier bases survival (H) tha
porch shorn la this photographj (5) ths
porch re?sored In 1951 which was built proba-
bly in 1381] {«) th* present porch which is
a conjacturtl restoration of (1).

This tl»w ahovs the chaos of the grounds
during ths Far which Ray account for ths dis-
appesranea of ths outbuildings* The Civil
tfar photographs show the Shot log for th*
first tine.

This is reproduced in Killer** Photo-
graphic History of tho Civil War, Tol. 1,
p# 269»






PUTS Itd. 5

Ik* Gardner print frua a cagsUto by
tood and Oibaon, J'sy 2B$2» Broii™t to our
attention by ¥r# Louia a* Flala of Ufcper
Darby, rennsylsrnaia, who sold it to tba
wWrito?*

Tbie view ebotra beyond a doubt that
the building leaa whitetfn&bod at the tira#
It also aho™a tha interesting "swirl" of
the shingles on tho hips of the roof ond
tha ¢sorcare» The sise and chape of tha
ilhuttor hinges is clearly indicated»

Unfortunately thie hitherto unknown
photograph did not ebon up until October
Bt 1331, ofter tha roof had boon ro«blevied
according to Our plana» ihe first oppor-
tunity to correct tha offoot ow.;a with tha
Public Verks progrtiu
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PUTS no. 3

Photograph (original ala©) of the hsallvaine
«ater color painted ia 155-, Thin palatial »>€
the one following ware aeourad through h'r* CKarle«
Vail, Assistent Superintendent of i£l. Vernon, They
are part of a set given to Fro©ideal fvorett of
Hurverd.

V-;

This photograph chows a Ire* vary similar to
tbs gnarled old eetalpn just west of the House.
Juot beyond is sa unidentified outbuilding, pos-
sibly an ice boose covering « depression in the
earth which has ©listed for years*

The desolate epp&arance of the building
indicates (aa dose the Snakejr voter color,
Plate Ho* 3) that the building stood in ta
abandoned state between the Civil tar and the
Centi'-naisl Celebration*

Cé&taiilid ihroy.~t i'm 3fa~h of research
and Station* SHst fU 4 tlviil-jn#



.Udore, i ioii.se Va.
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H ats »0# 7

Th« Second Sell¥*ino ««ter odor shows
the rear of the House. A flrat glenea st
the original, fluegeslad <*d hriok ROggi&g
hatttosa the freeing neabore« Sinco the
exasdnotica of tho «truoturo rawdod 1»
evidences of tfcla it tft&zo moro likely to.:., -
t&svsm that it la just leth and plasterc

C&talmd throat tljo Sfansh of
HoeditroH u | Education, liisfccrieal Uivialon*

w8 mYy
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FUT& HO. 3

Photostat of the water color painted in
1374 by j¢r. 3. H. Saak«/« She original is
owned by Ur» Shoesb /e £aith, 1C3 Fast S2nd
Str&at, Tsw York City, stia is*» brought to W
our attention through L'r* Harold r.hurcliff of ;
tho Killieoaaburg Restoration.

Ska accuracy of certain dataila is reoerknbl«.
Corijpare, for inatenee, tho tauntlna in the north-
twset first floor end window with thos« in tb® Brsdy
photograph. Sh* southwest eoeond floor end window
sstiy bare had a total of 18 lights an suggested.

She thinness of ths njuntins shown in the Ciril tar
photographs ns.y indicate that they were rop'eeeiasn* a
of tho original 18th Century cash*






Drawing of th* Moore Houca frm a group
Including riewa of .lilt* .sburg* Itiese tear»
nouutsd on a eKall »beet of cardboard esld
to have bean the cover of a Yorklo*» Centen-
nial program* It tas» loaned by Mr*. Cntharln*

Shielde

Thi3 view from the northwest sherds oolid

panel shutters, and if these vere not supplied
froa tho artist'» irjv*iiu-tion, the sketch tsust

have been drawn prior to the Civil .'ar photo-
graphs.

Yha building ehorn behind has not been
identified* It my be the ticns one that ap-
pear» la the Brady photograph*






21A13T0* ti

A dbotootat of a _ iafa34 botases»
page,a £2 ord 23 In aA Uisbosv of t&o ligrananfr at
Vorl&e&n* apostad ty tJsa Baited Ctutea Oswtitix”
to «ci3osgléfca .  «Soae |\O/|f tfco novolutl/miy r&r*

- - —_— [——— —_ L]

*3i.la aaa tate** probably en tao oesar-isa of t*a
Cadtudti.uel in 2-C33#






TL-TX 13. 11

Trhotocrapb of the Boost {¢ato unlcnotm)
oosa tins after tb# Gentoanlnl,contributed
to un by Mr* Sailor JJatOfsber of tho Filllam*e
burg Itestoration.

~bo eornic&s sesa to bo painted dark end
It 18 believed that tils Is tie olive'green
color found on the rear cornice when it v,88
opsaed up ia 1331*
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PUTS'KO. 11-A

Pbotogrtph copyright 1906, reproduced fro»
priat la tio libra¢y of Congressi*






PUTS NO. 11-3

Photograph, somewhat enlarged, of a photo-
graphia prist in ite possession of r. Payton
Nelson of <.illl&'stsburg. Kindly loaned for
reproduction by ths owner.

The exact date of this photograph ia unknown*
It seems to hare been taken about the ssna tire ss
11-sA. {Note the stacked rifles.)
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HATS %0, 11-0

Photograph copyright 1311 by 2» L. Oseas,
reproduced froa print in tha library of Coc-grere«
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Apparently taken sane day as lI'o. 11-O (note
eeat&d figures), reproduced froa print in tha
Library of Congress*
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PU®RK KO. 11-3

. - - *

Thia rie» soesia to bélons to the 1911 copy-
right group (nota paint tcnee} represented In 11-C
and Z» Seprcdaced frc.a print in the Library of
Cosgrtcs.






PLM3-KO. 11-T

View of the iutarlor of the "Surrerdor Boo».*
Copyright 1911 by Ii. L. Ovens. Reproduced froa
priat ia the library of Congress.









XHTOOrUCTXC*

Ska Voore Rouse 1« a trxm farohouse situated oa tfaa
south bonk of the York River a little over a alia below
Yorktown, Virginia« The surrounding lands bars baaa know»
for cany years at eTemple Ffcra* and art a part of tho
original patent eeoured by John Earray about 1691« -

Tho data and builder of tbe proeent atruotura are not
knows« It waa etending in 1781, and was owned by Augustin«
Moore at that ties« Ur« V« M« Crulkshank of fihavokla,
Pennsylvania, «bo ms bora In tbs iSoore Bous#i and lived
there until 1895,

"esestated that hie fattier, though
a Pennsylvanian, bad baaa greatly Inter*
anted la Virginia history, end was habit*
ually a vary accurate aaa« Kla father
told bin that the present Moore House was
built ia 1718." (1)

M ST A & e tr;
HO ono has bee{] ablo to dispute Ibis date though the

aouroe of the Inforaetloa ia not known« It ia quite pot*
sible, judging by Colonial houses of known date la nearby
Yorktom« The Sinclair boas "lborplnnda”, farther down
the peninsula, hao sons striking similarities«  The excam*

tions of 1931 revealed the renalna of probably one and poo*

(1) Sup't« Roblnsoa, Aug« 6,1952, "L'eoorandua for Tile«"



sibly two earlier structures within a fee feet of the present

house« 'She first grephlo representations of the i‘oore nous#
: 1
appear on the railltery smpa of 1781, et eeq« (1)«

81111*« H. rhiald, owner of the Voore House froa 1855 to

1840, 1a writing to Bishop t'eede, soldi

"He house at Triple Far» it built of
wood and ie in rather a dilapidated condi-
tion at present* He original building w&e
Tory large and consisted of a contra build-
ing with two large wings, either one of n
which was ae large as the preeent house,
which In fact wee originally the Centre
building,» (8),

This la a puzzling statessat* A study of the existing
structure la 1951, and the execrations of 1938, prove beyond
a reaaca&bl* doubt that the present house was never joined by
two large rings« vithin the extensive tree starched there
were no positive cvldencst of detached wings. By »original
building* shield nay have referred to cene other structure,
or hie etateaert say rlaply have been an error of hearsay»

However obeoure way be Ite history before 1981, It was
aa object of Interest ever after« Scary Bone published the
flret view la 184t« (5)« XalLoselag's »fietorial Handbook

of the devolution* can be seam the earliest published front

view known* (4 )«

(1) See Flats He. 1«

(8) reads, *014 Churches, Klalstere, end Families of Virginia* (1 8T)i
(3) See Fists HO. 8
(4) gee Flat« Bo« 8«



It Is our belief that the ons-atory east wing (removed
193}.) v&a buUt about tba tin® of Chiold's omarehlp. Fhyei-
e-il evidencs efcoimd thatt it was an addition to tbs original
structure and Its brickwork indictted a date subsequent to
1300. (1). ibis wing is first shown in tbs Civil Ear photo-
graphs« ’

Ibs Houes was, fortunately, phoyogijhed twice during tbs
Civil Ear - by Matthew Brady (2) and rood and Gibson (tbs ;
"Gardner photograph"”). (3)« Sheas two photographs sheer a
remarkable amount of detail and wart invaluable elds to ac-
curacy« The text under the Gardner photograph eeyst

"Then the Army of tbs rotorao Invested
Yorktown, the hocre Ifcues was la excellent
preservation. It was far frees e safe habi-
tation« the rebel shells striking It several
times) one in psrtioulsr entered through tbs
wall» and exploding inside» did considerable
damage."”

Two excellent weteroolors by Pellvaine were painted in
106-, one showing the front (4) and one the'roar (5) of the
building« The next picture known of the Moore House is N
watercolor made by < Mr« fl. H. fAnkey In 1874« (6)« tbs
building le shown et large else as viewed from tbs northwest«
At tbs time tbs picture was painted, apparently no appreciable
(X1 8*¢ Plates Hoe. 14 and 18« (4) See Plats Bo« 6«

(2) Sea PUts Ho« 4« (5) Coe Plate Ko. 7.
(3) See Plate Ko. 8« (6) See PV te Bo. 8.



change had occurred la the condition of the buildln* einc#
Brady*# photograph was taken* The chief value of the pic-
ture le that it Indicate» that probably nothin« in the way
of improvement* «<a* done to th* building between the Civil
War and the 1631 rebuilding - seventeen years later. Ap-
parently the building remained unoccupied during this time*
Sir» John C* Wade of Yorktom, «ho worked on the building In
1381 said that it bad been vandalized by negroes»

In 1881, preparatory to the Yorktowa Centennial, the
structure «as "restored" In a typical 19th Century manner*
A photograph (1), taken at that time, reveals tbs extent of
th# work, Ibs freedom «1th whioh this «as carried out say
be suraleed fro« a contemporary account (Appendix Wo. 3)*
I'r. ~ede, «ho «as ons of th# carpenters during th* 1881 work
recalls that « ana named lhonas Mill fro« Haddonfleld, Haw
Jersey, «as the Foreman on th* work «blob «as dona under tbs
auaplclas of the Centennial Association and was financed
largely by contribution* fro« tbs Forth, Bs alas recalls
that there wort ns doors, window sash, or edmtters la the
house when they began work there* The balustrade and some
of the treads of tbs stairway wars nlaeing at the time and

none of th# old outbuildings remained*

(1) See Flat* Vo* 10*

»



TT* first floor of the rear win* is sold to have been
added at that tie for the entertainment of distinguished
Centennial visitors* It is believed that soaeahere vili
be found 1681 notes «blob are not at present available*
these my provide elute to the few dettile which ve have
bed to design from our knowledée of contesporwry work la
other houses* The *IRprovetssnts* of 1881 probsbly saved
the house from disappearing entirely, but they give rices
to »te» beffiino questione* «hy, for Instane», vere eli

of the first floor windows lowered four end one half Inchest

the Centennial Aesoelationihad acquired the property in
oonneotion with the 1831 eelebration, but released it after»
wards* Froa that time until 1081, the buildins was used no
« reside**«* hr* Cruikahenk stated that his fether had 'add-
ed a eoaelderablo portion of the winds (1) - - In 1888**
this mac* to have been the seoo&d story of the roar wind*
A protective layer of roll roofing was added by the Vill lotti»
burg Bolding Corporation Which esquired the property February
Ed, 19&9* The last tenants of the house were Ur* 7* V* shatter

and family* dairy farmers, Who held a lease from the Holding

Corporation*
o))**o

Tie preceding account brings us up to the ownership by

the United States end tbs restoration undertakes by the Battono!

(1) See Flats Bo* It*

w75
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Pnrk Sonrie«* A [©scriptloa of the eh»afea effected la the

# v Je
yetre 1931, 1938, 1933, tad 1934, forno tha Vody of the

report foliowine, ’

'

«e

EAVAS



PUTE KO. la

front view of ths Houco, July 1931, bsfors
the 1931 restoration work» Sots the Viotorlsa
window sash, abuttors, door and porch* The roll
roofing was a protective seaeurs supplied by tbs
trilllaiaeburg Bolding Corporation. The boss con*
noctlon, provided by sons thoughtful agencykwas
connected with tbs Kavy kins Depot water supply*



i il ‘1
oy



TMy.

4.4:-8 7

%

Wt 13

- iPorch dot*11, July 1931, This wo bolU ti

to hart haan at lasst tha third porch on thU
houso. It was subsequently retrod,
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PLATS SO* 14

Xiaet wins date. 11, July 1921, This vine la
thought to have boon added oonevhere botvxett
1800 end the Civil Tar* Ita foundatlona ere of
oonnon bond, wbereee tboee of tba satin structure
ere of Flouieb*






Details of Beet end Roar lin”a, July 1051,
Certain doorways had to he cut la tho original
frf.-ino of the house to allow access to the
winga,

“ s






P/ TSBO. 16

Koar Plow, July 1931 ‘His roar win« raw
built ot two different tlaaal tha lossy floor
was addod for *tbs satert&ln»ettt of distlaculsb«*
od visitors* la 1391, and tbs upp«r floor by
John Cralkab» ri& «<boat 1936.

A third dortaor wea torn esway during tks
CruitathsnJe «editions, but part of tko freeing
reaainod in tbs walls.
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yIATA FO* IT

routhvsBt oorner detail, July 1931« — *

lhe rear coraica vae largely buried under
the Victorian porch roof* Crigiml moaillioa

blocks, when reoored were found to be of poplar

fixed in place with wrou”it nails*

o A






m xs lio» xa

Korthweot ©ornar dotali, July 1931. £h* c
tin flashing, patchy cortar and whltevash ver©
eutoeeque&tly reaovod fresa tbo bricV.uark* -






FLAT* HO. 19

largest ot the outtuUfitoga fouad ca the
property. Posollehed just after photograph
waa takea in July 1931.






FLITS» . £0

Moro outbuilding», July 1931» G not
*hown In thex»« pinte» tra» n doubl« Eapl«
bowling nlley In the orchard*
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hats ko, 21

Central hall, July 1931« Koto Taodora door
end lighting fixture. Both wore removed la 1931
and 1932,
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PLATE KO. 23

. *. - 3nm

Maia stairway, July 1931. ili» typical
19th Century balustrade vta rercoved ia
1933-34,






iT-.Tri NO. 23

roor to eellnr stairs, July 1951. “*Hcs
stairway had boon cut through cerly floor
jolets showing that this s”&cs had bean a
closet originally. Che took beyond soe-a to
have been a closet for toas tine. Ita parti-
tion wells an* of uncertain ¢ate*






rum w, £4

Stairway ¢ «tail, Joly 1931* ifca left
French of the stairway «a» fouad4 to ba of
nodam ccnetrucUoa cat through ola joints
alid vsa rasaoTcd ani senili op la 1$3£«






PUTS KQ. 25

Stairway detail, July 1931, The modern
stringer, rail, and balusters continued across
the well* They were thought to have been 1881
construction.






PLATE NO. 25

East Rooa view, July 1931. The Bantel
was obviously Victorian end replaced in 1932.
The corner door led into the East wing. Ths
cornice was replaced by one of eisxple Colonial
design in *1933-4.

On the back of one of the first floor
jaantels was found the pencil notation "Col.
Peyton, Yorktown." Ibis taan was probably en
officer in charge during the 1831 work.
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HATE HO. 27

East Room view, July 1931. The interior
doors throughout the house with their Victorian
panels, mortise lochs, and china knobs were re-
placed in 1932.






PLATS HO. £3

First floor rooa in the East iring, Foly
1331. Just hsfore the raiaoral of the ontir»
wing.
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m ts NO. £9

Tbe "Surroadur Kooa" fireplace, July 1531.
tha double door on the left we* replaced by n
nin™lo door In 1332 In {Accordance with tbe
svidaaca In tbo frio-dug end locnl precedent.






PUTS HO. 30

The »Surrender Rooa» in July 1951. ha
use of this room in Colonial tines is not knorn.
Ihe writer suspects that the Coenittee of officers
preparing the teras would have looked for a dining

room table.
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The rooa behind tha “Surrender Boos™, July
1931, Tho Interior door end window tris throu¢h-
out the house jure tjploal 10th Century In design
end it ie not knowmn how nuoh tres replaced tad
coded In 1S91,






PLATS KO. 33

Room behind the »Surrender Boon» July 1931*
She chair rail shown in the picture ran throughout
tho thrae principal 1%o0:33 of the first floor. 3be
chair rail found in the building was not a typical
Colonial detail and its age is uncertain.






Hast Roan, second floor, July 1951. All
of the fireplaces were bricked up «hen the
United States acquired the House. When the
openings wore cleared of the brick,detailed
drawings were raade of each condition in order
to better approximate the proper siae and ahape
of each*
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liortbsost roan, second fleer, 1931. |Ibla
roesa shares the end ctlnnoy with the rooa behind*
Diagonal fireplaces like this are a connon arrange-
nent In early Virginia bnildlnga.
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vThilo much of the original flooring feaelned
la the building, it was patched with modern
boards la many places. Antl<pie flooring fas
used to correct the effect during the 1933-4

work.

Southwest roon, eecond floo.r, Jul'y 1931.
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Tie« looking east in the cellar. July, 1931.
The stair sho«n on the right «as nodom and haa
been restored. Access was originally had through
an outside entrance rhich has bean restored.






»

West chimney foundation, July 1933, The
brick partitions on the left «ere modern and
were removed after the first floor framing vsas
repsired.






HATS NO 33

Becains of the original cellar entrance,
July, 1931, On the right side can be seen the
broken surfeces where the sidewall was torn
away. On the left the wall had been largely
rebuilt to meet new conditions in the rear
wing. The oak nosing of the lowest brick step
was sunk into the square holes to be seen on
either side.






Detail of framing, southeast corner of
the first floor, July 19?1, 'H.e corner post
end crose-braca were badly rotted end. had been
patched.
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Framing detail, Jkilj 1531. lihen some of
the weatherboarding was removed it was discovered
that the tenons of the framing of the first floor
windows had been cut and the frames dropped between
four end five inches. Ne do not know the reeeon
for this.
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