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Preface

~

This study 15 offered as a comprehensive study of Grace Church
and its churchyard, as envisioned in Ceolonial National Historical
Park's Hescurce Study Propesal No. COL-H-16. As stated in the RSP,
its purpose was to yield as full & documented study of Grace Church
as possible "to serve as the basis of advising and guiding the Church
in the prescrvation [and possible restoration) of this national
historic structure in which the govermment holds a scenic [and historic]
casement.”" It also embraces data that is necessary to effectively
interpret the history of the church through its long span of considerably
more than 2 1/2 centuries.

Various early documentary compilations of limited scope were
prepared to meet specific situaticons from time to time, and a more
comprehenzive handling of the subject was undertaken several years ago.
It was progressing satisfactorily, but slowly, as a local park project,
until, of necessity, it was laid aside due to the press of other matters.
All of this has helped immeasurably in preducing this report. Its
completion now will meke it avallable for current requests relative to
the structural Fabric of the building. It will be awvailable, too, for
information and reference should some way be found to implement the
presently rencwed interest in the restoration of the Church edifice.

The Church structure dates from 1697, 1t was added to, and served
through Colonial times as York, and themn as- York-Hampton, Church, as
detailed particularly in Chapters I and 2. It accidentally burncd--the

fire leaving only its sturdy marl walls--in 1814, and the walls staood _stark




i

and bare until 1848. Rebuilt within its walls (but not in a restored
manneT), it was rededicated as Grace Church in 1849, Later, particularly
in the first quarter of this c¢entury, there were repairs and various
adpraments until the church and its grounds, including the graveyard,
reached their present form. This is as detailed particularly in Chapters
5-7. 1n 1947 there was serious consideration and study of restoration
that vielded working construction plans, though the preoject did not

move beyond this state. Illustrations Nos. 2 and 3, by the architect,
are descriptive of wh;t the restored church would have been, or could

be, like. It is of note here that (rage Church has been "recognized in

]

the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings for historic

significance" as is currently reported in the Advisory List to the

Natienal Register of Historic Places 18969 {page 298} issued by the

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. It
was znneunced on July 5, 1970, that it had been placed on the Virginia
Landmarks Register snd that it had been nominated by the Virginia
Historic Landmarks Commission for the National Repister of Historic
Places (Newport News Daily Press story with picture).

The author is again indebted to the very understanding Mrs. Frances
McLawhorn for reducing his initial draft into typed form and to
Miss Liliane [ykes for the final preparation of the manuscript for
dupiication. Without this kind of assistance, the life of the researcher

and writer, certainly this one, would be markedly different.

July 6, 1970 Charles E. Hatch, Jr.
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Chapter 1

0ld York (and then York-Hampton) Church

The walls of Grace Church were laid up some 2-2/3 centuries ago
and in all that time they have been closely associlated with Yorktown
in times of peace and in times of war, in good days and in turbulent
seasons. The church with its continuing congregation through some
27 decudes has been playing its role in helping to meet the religlous
needs of community, town, and parish.l

It is recognhized that “"Grace Church (1697) is interesting not

nZ Perhaps a2 visitor to

only for its age but alse for 1ts structure.
Yorktown about 1840 captured some of the spirit and heritage of the
place when he wrote: '"The site of the church is superb, immedintely
on the lofty bank of the sparkling cerulean waters of the majestic

York. The spet is consecrated by the ashes of the 1llustricus dead,

the churms of nature, its antique recollections and the classic

associations of the Siege and Surrender' of Cornwallis and his British
Atmy in 1781.°
After its establishment in 1691, the "Town of York" ([Yorktown)

soon became the county seat and the center of activities for a

1. It continues an active Lpiscopal Church in the Diocese of
Southern Virginia, still serving much of the arca of old York, and
later York-Hampton Parish, As of April 1970 there were 333 communicants
representing some 125 family groups, besides others normally or often
in the parish family.

2. William Bainter 0'Neal, Architecture in Virginia: An Official
Guide to Four Centuries of Buillding Im the old Dominion {kew York,
1068), p. 63. T

3. Southern Literary Messenger, X, 41 (January 1844}.




growitg and developing arca already well settled. Like the court-
house, the parish church was relccated here within just a few years.
The date of construction for the new church is not specifically given
iri the old records: however, the dats of 1697 is normally accepted.
This is based on an entry in a county order book under the date of

October 26, 1696,%

in which Governor Francis Nichelson pledged "to
give . . ., twenty pounds sterling if within two years they build a
brick church at the same town [Yorktown]" to which he also agreed to
give another five pounds toward the building of a courthouse. Fre-
sumab iy sction followed immediately and the two-year injunction was
met, 1t is clear at least, although in incidental reference, that
“the new Church' was standing in 1731. The church at that time was
duly included in the local prisoner parole area as defiped in the
"RBules of York Prisen' on March 3 of that year.E
ihus the religious seat for York Parish, which extendad along the
York from a littic abowve and for some distance below Yorktown, was
moved to the new pert being established on the York where the river

is narrowed by Gloucester Point protruding from the opposite shore.

Actually it was heir to alwmest scventy ycars of church history already

4. ‘York County Records, Deeds, Orders, Wills, do. 10, p. 344,
The full enptry reads: "I premise te give five pounds sterling towards
building the Courthouse att Yorke towne And twenty pounds Sterl. if
within two years they buiid a brick church att the said townc As
witness my hand the day & year above writtewm. {Dctober 26, 1696] Fra:
Michelsen.™

5, Deeds, Orders, Wills, ¥o. 11, part 2, p. 5253, The new court-
house was in use by December 1697. Deeds, Orders, wills, Ho. 1, p. 468.




written by the English along the river frontier of the south side of
the York.

Settlement here has Legun in 1630 and, as was their custom, the
settlers had brought with them their deep-seated religious beliefs and
their regard for the church organization. vYork Parish came into being
and sccmingly had taken definite forw as early as 1638, for in that
¥ear there was an inducted minister in the parish.6 Actually York Parish
as an identity came after that to the north of it, Chiskiack,’ though
preceding that te 1ts south, New Poguoson, York Parish wouwld, however,
become the more noted because of 1ts strategic locution, 8

The Yorktuwn church was the third for York Purish, the first having
baen located at the York settlement that came intec being at the point where
Wormley Creek enters the York River a mile und a half below the present

village.g

The first church there seems te have boen in usc by 1642 and
was likely a framed structure, The second church, which replaced it about

1667, seems to have beceh built of brick: a structure 42 by 24 feert,

6. George Carringten Mason, Coleonial Churches of Tidewater
Virginia (Richmond, 1945), pp. 217-18. _

= William Waller Hening, Statutes at Large: Being QhCollcctéon
of All the Laws of Virginia, 1 (1808}, 135; Lvon G, T}'lerT Yo¥k an .
County im the Seventeenth Century,' 1in Tquzfnguurterly Hx;torlga] an
3 c1orical Mapazine, 1 {1920), 237-44. For some dlSCUSSanIGI ‘
%ﬁ?:ﬁ:uE;LaEEe %ﬁis w;iter’s Naéional rark Service report on "Ringfield

ion,"" i 1 : s 1.

Plantation,' now in process, Chaptex .

8. 1In due course Chiskiack's name was changed to Hampton, and
New Poquosch became Churles Parish, . o
* g? Tylers Quarterly, [, 787 ff. This arca [s now within %he
confines of the vorktown Coast Guard Reserve Trainjpg_ﬂentc;. 1beeﬂ
2iso, Charles B, Hatch, Jr., "The Moore llouse: A Mational bﬁrlne,
william and Mary College Quarterly tiisterical Magazine, ud Serics,
YXI, 293-35,

LFE




roofed with plank instead of shingles. The fact that a 1655 tombstone
(that for Major William Gooch} is within the foundation walls of this

church indicates that both the first and second churches occupied the

same site. But with a new church in Yorktown, the sccond York Church,
by all accounts, was left to molder and decay, being a visible

landmark for many ycars.lD

10. Mazson, Colanial Churches of Tidewater, pp., 219-22; James
Scott Rawlings, Virginia's Cojonial Churches: An Architectural
Guide (Richmond, 1903), pp. +8-41. "‘




~ Chapter 2

The Church and Some of Its Surrnundings and Possecssions

When the decision on the church structure was made in 1697, it was
to build of native marl rather than brick despite the Governor's
encouragement for brick. Perhaps he was not disappointed, however,
for they did build of durable material. Bleocks of marll were cut
from the York River cliffs and these were laid up in masonry form to
harden almost to the consistency of stone. These walls yet remain.

As priginally toﬁstructed, the church was in the shape of a
regtangle, lying due cast and west on the long axis und measuring 28
by 55 feet overall. The main entrance was the at the west end and the
altar [chancel), as was customary, to the ecast. It would appear that
gcclesisstical law was followed scrupulously in regard to the position

and arrangement of the Church even though it required placing the

building angularly on its lot, which was Ne. 35 on the town plan.

As Yorktown grew, so did the church congregation, and more space
was Tequired for parish needs. An addition was built on its nortk
side, a wing measuring 28 by 29 fest. This, teo, of marl also had

walls some 27 inches thick. It gave the bullding a "T" shape.

1. This substance is made of deposits of shellis from various
types of marine life mixed with the muck and clay of the former ocean
bottom. The iime in the decomposing shells, with the clay, has produced
"a dense rocky substance known as marl." W%hile wet, or water saturated,
it is somewhat soft and pliable. Sun and air exposure causes the lime
to crystallize and the whole mass to ‘'set up” in stonelike hardness.

2. Marl was used in other carly Yorktown structures as 1n the
Mgore House kitchen, which has been reconstructed in this material.




Likelf\this came near the mid-point of the eighteenth century when
the port town was entering its most prosperous and busiest decades.
In any case this building shapc appears on the French billeting plan3
drawn just after the sicge when information was necded on quarters for
the allied army wunit that would winter in Yorktown.

At this time, too, the Church had a steceple, cupola, or bell
tower, atop it. Such was shown by the British officer John Graves
Simeoe, who sketched Yorktown in water color, alse in 1781, from the

4

vantage of Gloucester Point." ‘lhere is, too, the comment of the

French officer, presumed to be Baron Cromot du Bourg, an aid to
Rochambeau, as he made a reconnaissance down the York from the meuth
of Queen Cresk upstream. This was on September 24, 1781, and his
report was that "we saw Gloucester perfectly . . . fbut] Nothing can
be seen of York but a steeple, the rest of the town being hidden by
the woods >
Actuully the belfry was likely a part of the griginal structurs
as it 1s indicated in John Gauntlett's sketch of the town from ship-

G

board in the harher in 1755. [t is a fuct, too, that a vizitor to

3. This was drawn by billeting officer Alexander Berthier and is
in the Berthier Papers, Princeton University Library, Document No, 29.
See Illustration No, 4.

4. Slmcoe Papers in the archives of Colonial Williamsburg,
Williamsburg, Va,

3. "Diary of a French Qfficer," The Magazine of American History

with Notes and Queries, IV (180}, 444-450

6. In a manuscript volume, "Voyage of H.M.S5. Success and H.M.S.
Norwich to Nova Scotia and Virgindia 1754-1736," in the Mariners Museum
{Newport News, Va.). The view is also published with annetations in
the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, LIV {1946), 99-105.
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Yorktown in 1732 described the building a5 "a neat Stone Church with

a bell."’

Unfortunately no ¢close or detailed eighteenth century
description of York-Hampton Church has come to light for either the
gxterior or the interior.

The church vard, as well as the floor of the church itself, has
Ivng been a burial ground, which now covers much of Lot 35 and extends
inte Lot 41 to the east of it. This second lot was added by deed
dated January 17, 1713, '"Peter Goodwyn § Robert Peters Churchwardens
of ye Parish of York liampton" purchased it from one "David Condon of
ye County of James City" for two pounds, 10 shillings "Currt: Money."
Condon had acquired it from the "Feotfees te the Port land" in 1691.
The fact that he retained possession and passed it on to his namesake
"David as Son § heir at Law" would indicated that he did at lecast the
minimum bullding on this half acre. This is further indicated in the
deed of sale to the Church in 1713 - 'ye sd iLott or half Acre of
Land with ye Appurtepances.” Nothing more is known of buildings here.

In 1713 the northwest bound of the lot was given as "ye Land whereon

ye Church standeth."8

7. The manuscript journal of William fHugh Grove in the library
af the University of Virginia (Charlottesville, Va.l, lcaf 54.

B. Deeds & Bonds, ho. 2, pp. 408. The property was described
as '""al) that Lott or half Acre of Land lying in ye Town § County
of York aforesd beunding North East on ye land of Richard Stark
[Lot 40], South East on ye Street {present Read steeet) opposite to
ye Land of Francis Nicholson Esqr [Lot 85] South West on ye Land
of Jng Martin [Lot 42] § North West on ye Land whereon ye Church
standeth, Known & described in ye Platt of ye sd Town by ve figures
(41) together with all houses, Edifices," ete.




The earliest known recorded burial (probably in the church ltzelf)
was that for Capt. Edward Nevill, which came on September 15, 1701,
although as is true for.most of the volonial interments no warker dencies
the grave locatien. Csptain Neviil, "Comnander of his Majesties
Ship the Lincoln™ which for six months, under the direction of the
British Admiraity Office, bad been cruising in the Atlantic coastal
waters whep net on pest in the Jower Chesapezke Bay, died, and was
broeught ashove for burial at Yorktown, Capt. James Moody, who had been
sent to relieve the Linceln at the {apes, attended the funcral, along
with Virginia Governor Nicholson, and left this account:
The next morning [September 15] the Governor desired this
dept. [deponent] to pgo to York (from Williamsburg] with
him to Capt. Mevills' {of the Lincoln] burial, who had
been dead three or four days - the corpse being in the
ground but not coveéred., There was a semmon preached by the
Chaplain of the said Ship Linceln. The sermon being over,
as alsoc the ceremony, this Dept. went aut of the church
where he saw ind heard the Govermer swearing the most
horrid caths - upon enquiring the reason - there was
answer made - that it was because Slaughter (the minister
in charge of the church) had asked some fees of some of
the officery ¢f the Lincoln for burying Capt. Nevill im
the Church.-
Quite plainly the governor was angered. Possibly he recalled his
initial donation to the church's building fund.

The expansion of the churchyard by the addition of Lot 41 in 1713

likely was dictated by growing congregational needs. In due ¢ourse

9, BPBritish Public Record Office, (.0, 5, No. 1314-19.



a brick churchvard wall was built arpund the high ground of the church
property, embracing all of Lot 35 and perhaps half of Lot 41, the
southeast side of the lot dropping rather precipitately to the street
line, Perhaps the "Church Wall," well documented in property deeds for
adjacent lots, 19 indicated in the Berthier plan of 1781,11  and noted

-
12 was bullt at the time of the

archeclogically in more recent times,
construction of the north wing. Lack of property ownership (Lot 41) would
have precluded this before 1713.

In the nineteenth century, when the strength of Grace Church was
at a low ebb, evidently that part of Lot 41 not used for burials went
into private use; this evidently wus for much of the time between 1784
and 1880. It seemingly was listed often as private property in the
land bogks for the aouﬁty even when noted as "Church burying ground+”13
A case in point would be the notation on a deed for adjacent Lot 42
that referred to Lot 41 as "a lot belonging to Hugh Nelson Esquire on
which part ef the Church wall stands.'"14 Perhaps topography dictated
that only the high ground portion would serve for burials and other use

would be made of the hillside and low ground which had a good relationship

to the waterfront arca around the foot of Read Street. Other use and

10.  Deed Book, No. 6, pp. 181, 223, (1783 and 1784); No. 7, p. 121
(1794); Xo. 7, p. 298 (17949), ;
11. See Illustrations Nos. 4, 16 and 17.
12. There will be comment on this later. See Illustration Xo. 22.
13, ¥York County Hecords Land Books for 1858, 1866, 1870, 1873
and 1B&{.
14, Deed Book, No. 6, p. 223.
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claims, however, did net affect the Church's title to the preperty.

The bell in the frace Church vupola today may be that which called
the parishioners tg worship in colonial days. 1t is inscribed "York
Virginia 1725" and has a cross at ¢ach end of this inscriptien. In any
case it could not fuifill the tradition that it was given "by good Queen
Anne" who died in 1753, 1t couid have been used in the courthouse, rather
thun the church cupala, and could have bBeen purchosed for that purpose
by York County. At least the county made allowance for such a bell
in 1720 and there is ﬁa record of a similar order by the parish, though

there is tradition and there is that visitor's description of 1732 of the

"neat Stone Church with a bell,”l5

1t is known that the present bell was re-formed just after the
Yorktown Centennial and retummed to Yorktown and placed on a tower
near the church, now being one of the parish's prized possessions. It
carries the inscription "Recast, Philadelphia 1882: By licoks Smelting
Company.'" It is not known how, or cven when, the broken fragments of
the bell found their way to a smelting company in Philadelphia, One
writer has ventured the story that the bell was broken in the fire that
gutted the church structure in 1814, the fragments helng <¢ellected and

stored in the vestry room.}® Henry Howe in 1846, however, reported that

15. The c¢ross resembles the Avellon shape, hut with the bottom leg
split and its halves splayced. In taking steps to lay & '"County Lowy'
on [ecember 28, 1720, the county court entered an item of 1,406 pounds
of tobacce as “an Allowance toward a bell for the County." Orders, Wills,
cte., Noo 15 {1716-1720), part 1, pp. 684-85.
16, Mary 0. Micogu, "The Colonial Churches of Yurk Uounty, Virginia ™
in Colgnial Churches, a Series of Sketches of Churches in the Original Colony
of ?irginia arranged by W. M. Clark and published by the Southern Churchman Cuo.

(Richmond, 1807}, p. 245.

10



.
the bell surviwved the fire and was kept in safe custody while the

church was in ruins.l?

If so, it would have returmed to use with the
church in 1848, Angther later account, and more plausible, offers a
strong possibility that it was broken in Civil War times: 'A magazine
explosion during McClellan's occupancy of Yorktown injured the belfry
to the extent that the bell fell und was cracked. The broken bell was
carried away to Philadelphia, where it finpally came in the hands of a
smelting company. At the time of the Centennial, 1881, it was recast
and presented to the church."18 By another account {there are no
church records for the period) the bcll was restored to duty in 188919
Anpther among Grace Church's treasured possessions is its ancient

COMMUL1 on silver,zﬂ

the second oldest set in Virpinia, which remains in
use. it consists of & chalice and fiagon of hammered silver made in
Lendon in 1648, The flagen could well be the earliest English one of

silver in an American church.Z) Each piece carries the inscription

"Hampton parrish in Yorke County in Verginia" and evidently came to the

17. Historical Collections of Virginia (Charleston, 5.C. 1843},
p- 320. He wrote: 'the old hell, now preserved, bears the inscription,
'County of York, Virpinia, 1725.'"

18, John Baer Stout, Nicelas Martiau: The Adventurous Huguenot
(Norristown, Pa., 1932). It is known that the Unien Army magazine in
the York County Courthouse nearby did blow up on a December night in
1863, demclishing the Swan Tavern across the strcet from it.

19, Micou, "Colenial Churches of York County,' p. 130; Rawlings,
Virginia's Colenial Churches, p. 40 . :

20, See Illustration No. 5 and cover.

21. Rawlings, Virtginia's Colenial Churches, p. 4. Rawlings alse
points put that tbhere 1s & s1lver paten [leo9g-99) at 5t. John's Church
in Hampron which evidently was given to Martin's lmdred Parish before
it joined York-Hampton Farish im 1712. This, too, could have come to
the Yorktown Church.

11




Yorktown Church in due course from the Hampton Parish Church. The
flagon has been attributed to the silversmith Thomas Garrett from the
incised maker's mark "7,G."92 This has a flat rather than a dome shape
top and is of very simple design, which could reflect the Puritan taste
aof the period in which it was made. 23
It seews not of record whether the "Fifty Pounds Current Mopey®
left by parishoner Philip Lightfoot in his will, in 1748, actually
went to the purchase of anpther "handson TFlaggon and Challice." If
g, it has not survived., He wished it to be engraved with hiz arms

for "the Hse of York Church™ in 'the Farish of Yﬂr};haMptun.”z4

22. Opinion of W.V. Walter of "William Walter {Aontiques] Ltd, "
London, England, in a letter of April 217, 1964, to bMrs. Mackellar of
Chelsea, in the Grace Church "Scrapbook.” He writes: "I feel pretty
certain that the maker of the Flagon is Thomas Carrett for there is no
other suwrname registered during this peried beginning with the letter
G." Garrett was of record from 1618 to about 1661.

23, Rawlings, Virginius's Colonial Churches, p. 40.

24, York Ceunty Hecords, Wills and Inventories, 1746-175%, p. L05.
In his will, Lightfoet also beyueathed forty pounds current money,

"in Goods," for "the Poor of Yorkhampton Parish."

12



~ Chapter 3

in the Eighteenth Century

As previcusly noted, at the turn inte this century York FParish was
not the financially strong and desirable ministerial post that it came
to be in a decade or twop, especially with the growth of Yorktown and
the upswing of trade in the general area that it stimulated. This
carlier condition was a reason for the merger of adjoining York and
Hampton parishes into a single church unit denominated York-Hampton
Parish in 1707.1 Thié wag in accordance with the Assembly action of
Septemher 1696 granting authority for "small and peor parishes" not
able independently "to allow and maintain a minister," as preseribed

by law, to cambine, 2

In June 1712, » similar merger took place between
"Yorkhampton & Merchants [Martin's] hundred parishes' after petitien
from the separate vestries. Martin's Hundred adjoined York-Hampton
on the west. It brought no further chunge in the yYork-Hampton name. >
By 1724 the economles of the siteation had materially changed.
Now the enlarged York-Hampton Parish supported its minister, the Rev.

Mr. Francis Fontaine, rather nicely with the anmual parment of 20,000

1. The Virginia Cowncil on February S, 1707, acted favorably on
“the petitions of the Vestrys of the Purishes of York & Hampton setting
forth that the said parishes being so small & poor as not to be able 1o
maintain Ministers according to Law." The petitions were found "reasonable™
and it was provided that the two parishes "may be united and conseclidated
into gne parish to be called and known by the neme of Yorkhampton" as soon
as the proper "instrument" could be drawn. [L.R. Mcllwaine (ed.}, Executive
Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, 111 {Richmend, 1828),  ~
l4a,

2. Hening, Virginia Statutes at Large, III (Philadelphia, 1823},
152-53.

3. Ibid., III, 316.

13
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pounds of sweet-scented tobacco a year in addition to the regular fees,
Thus the Yorkteown Church, as reported by Fontaine in 1724, was the telipious
hub of a geographical area some 20 miles long and 4 miles wide (about
"9 miles square” in extent).? There were about 200 families and twe
cthurches in the parish. In his church at Yorktown, The Rev. Mr, Fontaine
had soire ''three score communicants,' and 'the other church,” some eight
miies away, had “about twent}r."5

The parish glebe embraced 180 acres of land and a house which the
Parish maintained.16 Even though there were no public schools, Fontaine
related that & number of small schools were already established, "to
reach children to read and write where a convenient pumber of scholars can
be found.' TIn this period it, according to Bisheop William Meade, was "one
of the most desirable [parishes] in the State.' fhc Rev. Bartholomew
Yates of Middlesex County, for example, would have exchanged his position
for it if his salary had not becn raised from 16,000 pounds to 20,000

pounds of tobacco and his glebe-house repaired and enlarged.?

.

4. & wmore complete digest of Tontaine's report follows as Appendix I.
5. This, a brick church, was some eight miles from Yorktown on the
main road to Williamsburg. Built about 1700, 1t was the second, and last,
parish church for Hampton Parish (Chiskiack Parizh until a name change in
1643). The church itself retained the name Chiskiack {(soon corrupted to
Cheesecake) and was in active use unti] early in the nineteenth century,
when it was abandoned by its congregation. In 1825 it was taken over by
a Campbellite Baprist group until "locked ogut" some clght years latcr by
its original occupants. Mason, C¢lonial Churches of Tidewater, pp. 228-29.
6. Conceivably this was oy the glebe land formerly set aside for
Chigkiack (Hampton Parish), and 1f so it is the same arza now occcupicd
by the Ringfield picnic grounds.
7. Meade, 01d Churches, Ministers and Families of Virginia,
(Philadelphia, 1857}, I, 357-58.
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The Yorktown Church, like these in other localities, very praobably
was 4 spcial center much as that described for Virginia churches in
general by G. MacLaren Brydon and Mary Geodwin:

The Church with its regular weskly services occupied . . . &
mich larger place in the social life of the community.

There was a2 time set during the service for official notices,
the reading of the Governor's proclamations, new laws requiring
to be brought quickly to the knowledge of the people, and

pther mutters of importance, It was the cne regular cpportunity
for scatteTred neighbors to meet and discuss neighborhood affairs
and pusiness, and, when need agose, the wider aspects of
Colonial affairs and problems,

Some other of Bishop Meade's comments scem particularly appropriate
here:

before and for some time after the Revolution there was

[in Yorktown] one of the most delightful societies anywhere

to be found, consisting of Amblers, Archers, Gibbons, Jumesons,
Macauleys, Nicholsons, Griffins, Nelsons, Diggeses, Smiths,
Popes, Sheilds, Fouches, etc. All of these, with the other
families of the place, and from the country around, filled the
Episcopal Church in York, and found a happy, undivided society.

The rather rapid impreovement in the Parish's financial condition very

likely was due to the guick rise of Yorktown as a key trade center. It
could very well have been at this time that it became necessary to

increase the sjize of York Church through the construction of its nerth

§. "The Celonial Churches in Virginia,' a booklet published
through the courtesy to the Joseph W. Bliley Funeral Home, Richmond,
¥irginia, in cooperation with the Virginia Autumn Travelogue, sponspored
by the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, n. p., 0. d.

9. 0ld Churches, Ministers and Families, I, 226. Meapde has two
chapers devoted to York-Hampton Parish (I, 202-228) and evidently had
aACCeSS to papers, correspondence, sermon copies, and various materials
now lost.
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wing. About 1750-60, Yorktown and its environs likely had a populatien
in excess of 2,000. A growing and active congregation plus better-
than-average financial support for its clergy made Yorktown and York-Hamptom
Parish attractive. 7This was aided, too, by the proximity of the well-
established College of William and Mary.

These various factors combined to bring men of good training and
ability, severzl of whom served on the fuculty at William and Mary.
There was the Rev. Mr. Stephen Fouace, who was minister at the time of
the founding of Yorktown and continued to serve until azbout 1702, He was
alsy one of the trustess of the ﬁollege.l“ The Rev. Mr. Fontaine ilso had a
iong tenurc in Yorktown wnd at the college. He served the parish for
27 years and was Professor of Oriental languages at Wiliiam and Mary
for twenty of these years, until his death in 1749.11

Perhaps the most noted of these minisrers was the Rev, Jphn Camm,
who took over York-Hampton Parish at Fontalne's death and about the samc
time bBecame s Frofessor of Divinity at the college. He had emigrated to

Virginia soon after being graduated from Cambridge Univcrsity.l2

0.  Lyen G. Tyler, editor, Encvelopedia of Virginia Biography,
[, 237-38,

1i. Tyler's Quarterly, Il, 204, Fontaine's will was proved in York
County on March 19, 1749, It cites him a3 Minister of York-liampton Parish
"and names his six children, the oldest being Francis Fontaine, Jr., whom
he diginherits." He begueathed his hooks and manuscripts to his voungest
sgn James Maury, his books being in "one large book case, one small do, 1
double boeok case of black walnutr. ™

12, “Sketch of John Camm,™ William and Mary Quarterly, 1st Scries XI%
{1910}, 28-30; Tyler, Encyclepedia of Va. Biography, 1, 165. Forn in 1718,
he was in Virginia serving in Newport Parish Isle of Wight County, in 1745,
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Camm tock up the fight against the famous ""Two Penny Act' passcd

by the Virginia Assembly in 1758. This act allowed the payment of clergymen

in Virginia currency at the rate of two pence per pound of tobacco. This
meant that in lesn tobacco vears, as in 1758, when the price of tobacco
rose, the ¢lergymen, if paid in eurrency instead of tobacco, could not
profit in the increase. Camm's oppesition te the "act temporarily cost
him his professorship at the ¢ollege. He went to England to seek its
invalidation and for a time succceded, in the eighteen months that he
was there. He then retummed to the colomy to lead the clergy in its
fight in the courts, even publishing in 1763 his "Single and Distinct
view of the Act vulgarly called the Two Penny Act, 13

In Camn's action against his own vestry, twe of his parishioners
fSecretary Thomas Welson and President William Nelson) refused to s5it
ont the ¢ase since their relationship was too close to the principal.
The clergy's essentially unsuccessful fight becume a prolonged legal
battle that did much to bring Patrick denry into prominencec. llenry's
gloquence was instrumental in defeating a suit for damages brought by
a minister in Hanover County. This controversy, which blazed for a while,
was uvne of the embers that led to the prowth of revolutionary sentiment
in Virginia.

Camn was reinstated in his prefesscorship in 1763 and, in 1771, was

elected to the presidency of the College. Hewas also made a member of the

13, Richard Lec Morteon, Celomial Virginia, II, 784-98. At one point
Virginia's Governor Faunuicr wrote: "Mr. Camn is & man of abilities but a
turbulent man who delights te live in 2 flame."
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Virginia Council and the Bishop of London named him as his commissary
in the colany. A staunch Tory, Camm was eventuaily dismissed in 1777,
and it may be that he was removed as minister of York-Hampton Parish
st the sawe {time.

Farson Camm at 5} married one of his parishioners whom he had
baptized early in this rectorship at York-lampton, Betsy lansford.
Actually thers was a little of the Alden-Priscilia approach as the
romance developed or matured as a vesult of Camm's effort to help
& younger sulter for Betsy's hand. XNaturully there were gossips
whose tohgues began to wag about the older man marrying the younger girl.
One was Mrs. Martha Geoosley of Yorktown who, when writing to a
correspondent in London on August 5, 176%, observed: ''Mr. Camms Marriape
has made a great noise there but Pray why may not an old Man afflicted
with the Gout bave the Pleasure pf a fine hand to rub his flannells
comfortable amesement you will say for a Girl of fiftreen but She is to
have g Chariot and there is to be ne Padleck but upon her mind." Both
Parson Camm and Betsy died 1o 1779, leaving two daughters and three

song, one of whom was ordained by Bishop Madison in 1793.14

l4. George MacLaren Brydon, Virginla's Mother Church (Philadelphia,
Pa., 1952), 11, 386-87; John Norton and SDH&L Merchants E£ London  and
Virpinia edited by Frances Norton Mason (Richmond, Va,, 1937), p. 102.
Camm d¢id net return to England but died at the Hansford heme, at the
halfway house settiement mid-way hetween Yorktown and Williamsburg.
William and Mary Quarteriyv, lst Ser,, XTX, 30.

i
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Chapter 4

The Revolution and Afterwards

Such was the pelitical climate on the eve of the Revolutien and
during the early war years. It seems clear that in the main Yorktown
and York-Hampton Parish were loyal to the American cause, despite Camm
and others of his leanings. Many of the worshipers at York Church
proved good patriocts and streng leaders, none better known than Thomas
Nelson, Jr., signer of the Declaration of Independence, a war governor
of Virginia, commander of the State militia forces at the Siepge of

1 When he died in 1788 "

Yorktown and a York-Hampton Church vestrymun,
his remains were placed in the Nelson family plet? adjacent to the
Church where they still rest, near those of his father, William Kelson,
who leng served as President of Virginia's Council and sometime acting
governor of Virginia, and his grandfather, "Scotch Tom.” President
Melson, it is said, was "constant in his attendance at the ordinary
service of God and the celebration of the Lord's Supper," and exhibited
'unaffected and ferventdevotion."d 1t is regrcttable that no colonial
vestry Bpoks survive to tell more of the leaders of the parish, the
gperation of the church, and the mature of church facilities.

The Revolutionary War brought many -changes to Yorktown and the

church as well, Buring the war mest of those who could fled the scene,

1. York County Records, Judgements and Orders, No. 3, p. 209,

Z, His grave was unmarked until this century.

3. This is a line that 8ishop Meade, by his account, took from a
sermon that the My, (amm preached on the death of Fresident wWilliam Nelson,
He alsp ascribes to him "a rational and firm piety, an active and constant
affection for the well-being and best interasts of mankind." Meade, 014
Churches, [, 208, T




Many did not return. As time passed, others followed suit. Agriculture
grew worse, trade fell off, land wvalues dropped, and depressed conditions
resulted.  This, plos the loss of popularity for the Episcopal Church in
generyl, hud serious meaning for the York-tlampton Parish Church. This was
despite the leadership of clergymen such as the Rev. Samuel Sheild,
intelligent and piocus man,” and Robert Andrew5.4
""The KRev. Mr. Shield,” according to Bishop Meade, succeeded Camm in
York-Hampton Parish, although whether it was an immediate succession 1s
*npt clear. He had entered William and Mary in 1769, moving through the
grammar scheool and them, in 1771, into the philosophy schools, winning in
1773 the Beotetourt prize medal for the encouragement of classical learnting.
Sheild was a friend of Thomas Melson, Jr., who in 1774 had recommended him
for orders to Bishop Porteus in London and written z merchant there to
advance him a sum of fifty pounds on his account. Two yocars later orders
were refused because, by one account, '"he was a rebellious American.”
Fyidently he was eventually succossful for, according to the diocesan
records, e was winlster for York-Hampton Parish in the late 1780s, '
recetving in Council seven votes for Bishop in 1786 and nine im 1790.

This was In spite of the fact that 'some thought him rather teoo much of a

Methodist."® Surely he tended strongly toward the evangelical,

4. Brydon, Yirginia's Mother Cnurch, I[, 150, 440; Francis L. Hawks,
Contributions to the Erclesiastical History uf smerici . . . To Which Is
Added an Appendix Containtng the Journals of the Conventions 1n \Irglnla
from the Lommencement to the Present Jimc (New York, 18363, pp. 17, 30, and
flere and there in the Journals; Micou, 'Golonial Churches of York County,”
pP. 244; Tyler, Encyeclopediz of va. Biog., I, 322.

5. Bishop Meade continued: "I have it from rclatives of one of the
party, that a lady of the old school, a2t a time when stiff brocades were '

20



Sheild was a leader in the move to reorganize the church after the
Treaty of Paris. He, then minister of Asaph's Parish in Caroline County,
hacame chairman of the Convention called in June 1784, [t fell to him, as
president, to sign the "Petition of the (lergy of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in Virginia im Conventien' asking the Virginia Assembly for the
right of incorperation.®

Seemingly Sheild retired from the ministry, winting a seat in the
Virginlia Assembly. Far this there was criticism which he felt unjust.

His voice failed, possibly from bronchitis, and he becamg unsble to elther
read the service or preach. Actuually, he contended, he followed the
advice of his Bishop, James Madiscn, "in discontinuing all efforts" and
then only after a replacement had becn found.

The Rev. Robert Andrews, Rector of York-Hampton in 1785, just

prior to the Revolution had been 2 minister in Gloucester County.?

An able minister, he jeined the Rev, James Madison on the faculty at

the church dress of those who could afferd it, would come home, after some
of Mr. Shield's more animated discourses, and call upon her maid to take
off her clothes, for she had heard s much of hell, dumation, and death, that
it would take her all the evening to pet cool." Meade, 01d Churches, Ministers,
and Families, I, 203-4, 210, T

6. Brydon, ¥Virginia's Mother Church, I1, 590-93 (gives copy of petition),

6049,

7. It is interesting that John Page, Jr., writing from "Resewcl I in
Gloucester on September 18, 1772, to Johm Norton, had this to say: "The
Bearcr of this, Mr. Robt. aAndrews, A Mative of Pennsylvania, was educated
and tock his Degrees with Credit, at the College in Philada. e has lived

as Tutor in my Father's Family several Years, has gpplied himself to the
Study of Divinity § now offers himself a Candidate for holy Drders, lis
Morals, Abilities, § OrthodeXy are such, that it gave me Pleasure when I
found he was determined to enter that sacred Office in our Church. As his
Character is truly amiable ! heartily recommend him to your Notico; every
Civility Shewn to him, will be deemed as Shewn to myself." Mason (cd.),
John Norton & Sens, p. 271,
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William and Mary in 1777 and was a principal assistant 1n the reactivation
of the college which the Revolution had disTupted. His field covered moral
philosophy, the laws of nature and of nations, and fine arts. Also, in

1784 he was serving as professor of mathematics. In the Revolution he had
three years as chaplain with the 2nd Virginia Regiment and for a time was
private secretary to Thomas Nelson, Jr., during the campaipn ending at
Yorktown. Eventually he found it necessary to give wp his chair at the
college and to withdraw from the ministry in erder to make a living for
himself and his family.in business. Even so, he was found as a lay deputy to
church conventions from 1789 to 1799.%

York ceased to be the desirable parish that it had been for more than
a half century, and numbers eof people in the area associated themselves with
the newer denominations. It was in this pericd that many Episcopzl churches
in ¥Yirginia "mouldered away' with ministers bereft, congregations small,
parish lands gene, financial support negljgible, and prejudice rife against
the Church as an English institution.

York Church, however, continued active and did neot lapse in the post-
war years. This was due, perhaps, to the personal piety of some of its
faithful adherents, particularly to members of the Nelson family., Bishop
William Meade, writing a half-century later, attributes Col. Hugh Nelson, son
of President William Nelson, with following 'the example of his father's

picty™ and with heing "a kind of lay preacher” to the Episcopal familles

8. ®rydon, VYirginia's Mother Chu{EE, II, 393, 417, 433-34, 437, 475-76;
Hawks, Joumals of the Conventions, passim.
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of York., He read the service and gave the sermon on alternate Sundays
in the absence of a minister (every Sunday when there was no minister)
and instructed as the occasion warranted. One such occasion was the
preparation of candidates for confirmation at Yorktown after the retumm
of Bishop Madison from his consecration im London on September 15, 1790.7
Though other claims have been made, there seems no reason to accept
this a3 other than the first Episcepal confirmation service in York-
Hampton Parish, or at jurktuwn.lﬂ Even Bishop Meade notes it only as
"the first confirmation ever held in York, soon after Bishop Madison's
return from England with Episcopal consecration.”ll Actually, though
it was pot long his custom, Bishop Madison did report te the annual
Diocesan Convention which sssembled in Richmond on May 3, 1792, that
in the past ycar he had visited a number of parishes, with "York-Hampton"
heading the list. He related at this time, too, that in five parishes
"upwards of six hundred persons have been confimmed." Byt this list

made no mention of anktown.l2

9, Madison had gone to England for this purpose shortly after the
adjournment of the Virginia Dlocesan Convention in May of thar year. Hawks,
A Narrative of Events Connected with the Rise and Progress of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in Virginia (New York, 1838), p. 210, o

10,7 The present bronze plague on the church has it - "First Cenfirmation
Service in Virginmia was Held in this Chuerch in 1791.%

11, 01d Churches, Ministers, and Families, 1, 212, 218,

12, iiawks, Journals of the Conventions, p. 54. The parishes visited
were:  "York-Hampten, Elizabeth City, Abingdon, Ware, Christ Church (Middle-
sex], 5t. Anme, 5t. Paul (King Georgel, Berkeley, Westover, Blisland,
Bruton, James City, Henrico, and Lunenburg.' e comtinmued; "in the five
parishes of Abingden, Ware, Christ Church (Middlesex), Berkeley (Fredericks-
burg}, and Bruton, upwards of six hundred persoms have been confirmed."
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Physically, York Church suffered severely from the damages of war
during the Siege of Yorktown in 1781. Cornwallis found it useful and
in the process “The pews & windows of the Church [were] all broke &
destroyed. The Church was used as a Magazine." The "damage was valued
to . . . 150 peund5.13 Even so it did not meet the full force fram
allied gunnecrs during the bombardment from October 9 to 17. It was
left restorable and it was put back inte use for religious purposes.
Later, however, in 1814, it was consumed by fire as a general
conflagration began, at;,cidentally,l4 and swept through a large segment
of Yorktown. The church along with other structures in the
viginity suffered heavily., Only its massive, durable walls were
left, This fire was reperted in the Richmend knquirer on
March 4: "Yesterday about 2 p.m. Mrs. Gibbon'*s house in this place
[Yorktown] took fire, and together with the County Court-house, the
spacieus dwelling of the late President Melson, and the vhole town bolow
the hill, except Charlton's and Crant's houses were consumed, .. .The
wind was high and the buildings were old - the fire spread of course,
like a train of powder."
Though fire destroved the church structure except for its thick marl

walls, the small congreégation of York-Hampton Parish continued active,

13. York County Records, {laims for Losses of York County Citizens
in the British Invasion, Claim No. 31 (p. 797,

14, This was unrelated te the British and the War of 1812. As
George Carrington Mason relates: "Contrary to accepted tradition, this
conflagration was ag<cidental and not caused by the British, although one
of their warships was in sight at the time." Colonial Churches of
Tidewater, p. 244, o
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holding services in public buildings or in private houses in Yorktewn.
When Bishop Channing Moore made his visitation in Jjune 1813, he "repaired
to Yorktown and officiated in the courthouse.” In November 1824, he
rode to Yorktown from Williamsburg and “preached in the merning at the
courthouse, and 1n the afternoon at the house of Mr. Nelson to attentive
congregations." Two years later, on o route that toek him into
Gloucester, Moore "crossed the river to Yorktown, and preached to a
veTy respectable and serious congregation," though in this instance
he did net menticn whe;e the service was hE]d.]S

Actually the walls of the church stoed in ruins for 35 years hefore
they were returmed to service. Henry Howe and Benson J. Lossing, who
visited Yorktown in 1843 and 1848 respectively, reported the situastion
which they saw. Howe wrote that the ruins which he sketched!® stood on
the bank of the river: "Silence reigns within its walls, and the ashes
of the illustricus dcad repese at its base.'" He was attracted by the
Tugged qualities of the "stone marl” which had acquired “the hardness and
durability of salid stone." Lossing was alsoc attracted by the "stonc-

marl walls," all that was left standing after the fire of 1554, 18

15, Hawks, Journals of Diocesan Conventions, pp. 135, 176, 211.
Making nu mention of lecation in 1827, it seems to have been assumed luter
that the church had been repaired sufficiently then to admit of worship
services there. Though not true in fact, as later information establishes,
this may explain the error presently on the bronze plaque affixed to the
front wall ¢f the church - '""Partially Rebuiilt 1825,"

16. See Illustration Neo. 6.

17. Historical Collections of Virginia {Charleston, 5.(., 1545),
pp. 320-21.

18, Lossing, Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolution (Wew York, 18593},
I, 30z,




Like Howe, he too admired the Thomas ard William Nelson tombs (which
he sketched) near the church walls, and lamented the lack of marking
for the grave of Thomas Nelson, Jr. 12
Tha effort to restore the church, or build again within its walls,
was pursued seriously in 1841 bur withcut success. Had it succeeded,
the history of the church structure, and particularly that of the
congregation, would have followed a wuch different cowrse. [t was
announced in a pubiic appeal in the Richmond Enguirer and, perhaps, in
other papers that;
The Inhabitants of York Town, since the great conflugration
which took place there in March, 1814 during the late war,
and by which among many cther buildings including its
Court house, the ancient Episcopal Church was consumed,
having been without 2 convenient housc for religious purposes,
are desirgus, and indeed are making efforts among themselves,
to rebuild upon the venerable but delapidated Walls which
remain standing, a suitable place for that purpose. The
small nugber of residents, and their comparative poverty
limiting their means, an invitation is hereby given to the
public at large to make contributions.
It was promised that 'when the building may be campleted, the doors of
the church shall be thrown open to all Ministers ot the Gospel of good

and irreproachable character, without any distinction whatever being

inanifested in favour of anyv particular sect or denomination.” It was

19. He wrote: "In a vault at the end of the fragment of the brick
wall seen beyond the monuments [for the graves of "Scotch Tom' and
William]}, rest the remains of Governor Melson, the signer of the
Declaration. There is no monument above it, and nothipg marks the spot
but a rough stone lying among the rank grass. Around these are strewn
fragments of the stone of the old church wall, heautifully crystallized,
and indurated by exposure.” MNeither Howe, nor Lossing, makes refercnce
to any stucco cover ofF the marl walls. Rather their refercnces tend to
preciude 1ts existence then.



asked that any possible individual donor, or contributor, seriocusly
reflect on the matter "that the boncs of his ancestors, in many
instances without his knowledge, may be buricd within the broken

down walls of the present graveyard, now nearly grown over with

weedsl”zﬂ

Though the subscription went ahead and at least 44 persons
promised some $600 to the preject, nothing pesitive seems to have come
from the effort. The "Shell of this Ancient building" would change

little for another seven vears.

20, Sec Appendix [I.
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Chapter >

Returnh to Service - As Grage Church

A new determined effort to bring the old church back to service
began azbout 1845, this by its own congregation searching for help
wherever 1t could be found. Perhaps it was the Rev. C.). Minnegercde
who gave the Yorktown Church the leadership and will to shake its
Iethargy. Bishop Mcade would mostly credit the ladies: "A few zeulous
females, 1n the hope and anticipation of it, by the mwost indefatigable
diligence, rebuilt the old church, which hud been destroyed by fire."!

Minnegerode began a kind of lay ministry in Yorktown likely while
studying for the ministyy at William and Mary. In any case, on April 11,
1847, he was "admitied" to "Priest’s orders' in Bruton Church in
Williamsburg by Bishep John Johns, who noted this in the anAwal convention
minutes. Johns further reported that on April 12, the day following
Minnegerode's ordination:

I preached at Yorktpwn 1n the Court House, and confirmed three
persons. For some months past, the HRev. Mr, Minnegerode has
been officiating at Yorktown. The stone walls of the old
Church, which somc years since was cvonsuvmed hy fire, are

3t11l standieg. I+ is proposed to use them, in part, to
provide a suitable place for cur services im that village.
Several hundred doilars huave already been subscribed for that

purpose and a litt]e assistance from others will secure the
desired object. :

1. 0ld Churches, Ministers, and Families, 1, ZZ&. It scems
unfortunate that Meade omitted refcrence to WMinnegerode and it would
have been helpful hazd he commented more about the "few zealous'' women.

2. This is from the printed report, or journal, of the Annual
Convention of the Dipcese of Virginia for the vear 1848. These annual
reports contain gppropriate brief summariecs from individual parishes as
well as an account of the Bisop's travels and abservations all for the
year preceding the Convention, luter known as Council.
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The Tector of York-tlampton, the Rev. Mr., Minnegerode, also noted for
1847 that “the Church had beer piven up entirely for many years'' and
that "services are held at the court-house . . . but efforts have been
made to raise sufficient fuads for the rebuilding of the ancient church
at York."

It was not until the next year that rebullding would be achieved,
There was a new subscription that year that had reached the 3500 mark at
reporting time. It was estimated that another $1,000 would be reguired,
But there was faith. And "a sufficiency of funds being anticipated
a contract had been made accerding to which the church is to be
rebuilt on its former site and partly on its old walls and to be
completed within a short time." Minnegerode noted that "no money
had been collected, except for the rebuilding of the Church."?

Expectations likely were exceeded, since the church was ready
for services in the fall of 1843. Bishop Meade journeyed to Yorktown
in September to consccrate "the new Church in York." Later in the
year, Bemson J. Lossirg, wheo visited the area, could also note that
the Church had been ''repaired, and is now in use as 2 place of worship,"
It now became Crace Church for the first time, being duly listed in the
rector's parish report to the Council in 1849 as "Grace Church, York

Hampton Parish."?

3. Ibid., see also Mason, Colonial Churches of Tidewater, p. 225.

4. Council Journal, 184%; Lossing, Field-Book of the Revolution,
§F1, 302,

5. Earlier the most common desipnation appears to have been York
Church, although Yoerkhampton (York-Hampton) Church, or the Church at
Yorktown were used from time to time as well,
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In 1848 there was a return to the original rectangular shape of
the church, using the griginal walls as possible with no attention, or
rcference, to the added north wing unless it supplied some of the marl
to £fill the now wacant spot where it had joined the main body of the
church, in any case the walls of the north wing were left standing a
Little abowve ground, as tney still do.

[t seems quite possible that the present stucco finish on the
exterior walls of the church was added at this time, perhaps to
ocbliterate the scars of the flames of 1814 and to cover the deterioration
caused by long weuthering.ﬁ No pictures of the '"repaired'’ chorch are
known prier to the Civil War, but then all of these show the full stucce
cover.’ Nor is there any Jata on the arrangement, or fittinps, within
the re-formed church. Suffice to say that later information would point
to a simple epclosed, rectungular sphace, largely unadorned. It carried
thiree large windows on each side and a floor well ralsed above the ground
level, all with stark, even severe, lines. Nor ts 1t supgested that the
grounds were given anv speclal treatment.  Likely, too, as funds were

short and specifically For church repalr, ne attention was given the

decaying churchyard wall.

6. BRawlings, Virginla's Colenial Churches, p. 3%; Mason, Colonial
Churches of Tidewater, p. 226; Mcade, @ld Churches, dinisters and
Families, 1, 204. Bishop Meade's observation was that the old walls
flad become "one solid wall" due to the intense heat of the 1814 firve: how-
ever, the observations of Lossing and lowe and others seem pov to indicate
this. Mason would categorically refute Meade on this peoint, though he
saw only the nerth wing wall fragments.

7. See Tllustrations Nos, &, 11, 12, 13, etc.

3. Sece [llustration No. 14.
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Evidently the energctic young rector, Charles Minneperode, and
others had done a good job in getting financial aid and in seeing the
work completed. Then he moved on to another post. The new "Rector”
Ednund Withers reported that: "I undertock the change of this parish
in February last [1849], finding hers four communicants.' It is quite
c¢lear that he administered, too, to others of the comunity who were not
confirmed members of his own congregation. But the church body would
remain small and of missionary status for gquite a long time,

Withers continued.his ministry at "Grace' through 1832. 1In 1851
he reported six communicants. At the same time he reported that in the
vear there had been two baptisms (infants}, five marriages and tive
tunerals. The noxt year he reported seven communicants, three baptisms,
onc funeral and three marriages, two of them for "colored" persons.

The Grace Church post could not have been very remunerative, but
its rector, Withers, was able to supplement it with a second post. As
he wrote in 1849: "1 alsp officiate at the Eastern Lunatic Aslyum
[in Williamsburg], as its Chaplain, every Sunday morining." He ceased
to be chaplain here on March 1, 1852, and he resigned from Gruce two
months later, inm May. Tollowing his resipnation, the Grace Church post
was for some time reported annually as "Vacant'! and evidently ro report was

made to the Diocosan Eunventiun.9

9. (gnvention Journal, 1549 and following years.




Chapter ©

The Clvil War
and Another Fifty Years

The story of the church in the Civil War seems to have been
meagerly veported. That the congregation was small and that the town
was occupied by Union treops after May, 1862, may have been enough to
render it essentially inoperative for a time. There is persistent word
that Federal uwnits erected a signal tower on the church's roof,? A war
time sketcn of "Yorktown, Ua.,"z done in perspective, clearly shows
the church neatly rendered with the three windows in its south side,
an entrance doorway in its west end, and a chimney at the peak of the extreme
past end. There is in truth a tower adjacent to its north wall, yet it
is so drawn as to appear frce standing, not affixed to the structure
itself,

A Mathew Brady wartime photograph shows the churchd (its east end
and south side) im the background of a view across a battery facing
riverward on the Yorktown cliffs. At the west cnd on the peak of the toof
there is a hell rack with a meunted bell but no evidence of a tower on,
or near, the structure. [t could well be, however, that he photographed
before it was srectcd and before the sketch for the Yorktown lithograph

was made., Brady did record the chimney stack above the roof pcak of the

1. Micou, '"Colonial Churches of York Cuunty," p. Z45; Rawlings,
¥Virginia's Colonial Churches, p. 39; Mason, Colonial Churches of Tidewater,
p. 244.

2. A Civil War }ithograph (c¢. 1862) in the collections of the

Mariners Museum, Newport News, Va, Sge [llustration No. 10.
3. Eee jllustration Nos. ¥ and 9 .

32



east end and he also captured the open deor in the center of the same
east end. As photographed, the three large windows on the south side
appear glazed and certainly shuttered. The grounds then were devoid of
trees: only several low bushes, or shrubs, are in evidence. Insofar s
this long view seems to indicate, the structure (roof and walls) was
SO,

It is said that the church property and building suffered significant
internal and external ﬁamage during the pericd of battle and then the
gecupation.  Such damage from all indications was not as great as that
during the Sicge of 1781 and while it was in use by the British. One
account? credits its use as a hospital for a time in Civil War days,
however, there is nothing of a contemporary nature to substantiate this.
By gencral agreement this is said to have been the time when the crumbling
original churchyard wall saw 1ts full demise except for some below-ground
footings. Its bricks are suppesed to have found their way into military
ovens and fireplaces.s

Following the war, times apain were lean and poor, and major Tepalrs
were again needed for the battered church structure. It was reported in

1907 that: "After the war the late Dr. [L.B.] Wharton was very much |

4, Llizabeth Ballentine iuntley, Peninsula Pllgrimege (Richmond, c.19410,
p- 306. Several plates in the Atlas to Accompany The 0fficial Records of
the inion and Confederate Armies, 1861-1865, (Washington, 1851-95) show the

area of Yorktown in May 1862 and, or these, one (Plate XV) notes the '"Church"
and separately the "Hospital," the latter being in the Nelson House, which
on another plate {(XiX} is labeled "Cov. Nelsons 0Old Mansion."
5. 'lhis is from the recollections of J.M. Lozier, Jr. flLee Hall,
¥a.)], who recalls tt from the stories of those who were here at the time.
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interested in the resteration of the church and worked hard to keep the
buitding from falliuwg into the hand: of some other denomination which
would gledly have paid for repairing it for the sake of possessing a
histoyleal church.”ﬁ The York-Hangton parishoners, though smzll in
nunber, remained loyal and persistent and in the end kept their parish
church. "It is thouwght that the church was restoved for worship scon
after the War, possibly around 1870."7

The Rev, Alexander V. Hundley came to Grace Church in 1877 as
"Deacon” and remained in chargc through 1883, being listed as "Hector"
in 1879, Although rector at Grace Church, he lived across the river in
Gloucester with White Marsh as his officially designated post office,
Perhaps there was some criticism of this, for he believe it necessary
to report the next year: ''I wish it to he recorded, that although
living in (loucester county, and separated from the church in Yorktown
by the York river, yet I have nover, since taking charge of the Parish,

falled to meet a single appolntment on account of not being ahle to cross

the river,"

On June 9, 1877, Bishop Francis ¥. Whittle was at Grace Church,
where he "confiwmed six, presented by Rev. ALY, Hundley, who now
ministers regularly to the congregation.™ In his 1878 report, the Rev.
Mr. Huniley noted that in the past year there were some eight baptisms

{five of them infants}, ane funeral, and sixteen communicants. [t was

6. Micou, "The Colonial Churches of York County," pp. 245.
7. Rawlings, Virginia's Lolenial Churches, p. 39,
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a2ls¢ noted that: '"All cellections are devoted to the regular expenses
of the Parish." The Bishop visited Yorkrown again on June 27, 1879, and
"In the morning confirmed in Grace Church . . . two, and at night in
Bruton, Williamsburg, four.™ In 1882 Mr. llundley could report twelve
communicants and "Sunday Schoels: white, teachers 3, scholars 23, total
26." tmdley served through 1883, and in 1884 the parish was reported
a5 '"Vacant" with the Rev., Alexunder Overby of Bruton "officiating one
Sunday in the month sipce the start of the wear.™

it is possible to get another glimpse of the church vperation in
1888 when the Reverend Willizm B, iec of Gloucester Courthouse is
listed as "Minister' and [, Striker as '""Ireasurer,' a post held by Miss
Fannie B, Nelson in 1834, There werc fifteen communicants, and a Sunday
Schoal of cighteen (three teachers and fifteen "scholars™}. Seven were
reported as having been confirmed, and of thesc three were "scholars".
The budget was just under a hundred dollars: for parochial needs,
$83.25, and for Diocesan matters (the Missionary Society and Educatign
Society}, $18.60, for a total of §5¢.85.8

In 1893 Grace Church with some 23 families9 was active under the
part-time leadership of the Rev. William B. Lec, who had accepted the

charge originally on June !, 1887, and it was a missipnary post. He was

. These materials are from the Journuls of the Annual Councils of
the Diocese of Virginia for the stated particular years in the York-
Hampton Parish and #ishop reports.

9. 'lhis seewingly reprcsented a new high, and it dropped by
1803 to 16 und remained ar this level with cply minpr fluctuation for
the next thirty vears.




minister and, in 1893, treasurer as well. In the diocesan report for
that year the church was described as: 'Church (stone) 150 sittings
-+ . Condition of property, in need of repair.”lﬂ This need of
repalr entry was repeated over the next several years.
In 1894 the Rev. L.B. Whurteon of Williamsburg began to assist in
"this Mission on the lst Sunday of the month, my appointments [noted Lee]
being on other days." Two years later Wharton made his own report of his
Yorktown work, it being ene of several missions with which he was assisting.
"1 have held services in Yorktown 12 times and administered Holy Communion,
once,” The terms of William E. Lee and L.B. Wharton continued for some
yeéars with only a break now and then. In 1903 Lee was listed as '""Rector"
and Wharton as "Assistant Hinister.”ll
Evidently there had been some progress in the repair of the Church
by this date, as it was noted in the annual report, "Conditien of property.
good,™ There had been a special domation as well. '"A handsome font las
just been placed in the Church, a gift from the Altar Chapter of Zion and

St. Timothy's Church, New York, to Grace Church, Yorktown.' Likely, it

1. The Joumal of the First Annual Council of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia (18%3). The Diocese of Southern Virgiria was formed
from a section of the Diocese of Virginia, becoming az distinect jurisdiction
with 1ts own annual council., Grace Church and York-Hampton Parish were a
part of this new jurisdictionm.

11. lee noted gratefully in 1503: "The Rev., L. B. Wharton, b.0.,
Frofessor in William and Mary College, is associated as assistant minister
in this Parish, much to the pleasure. and comfort of the rector and benefit
to the church. He gives two Sundays a month te this work." Eleventh
Annual Council Report, 1903, p. 209.
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also noted that: "All collections are devoted to the regular sxpenses
of the Parish." The Bishop visited Yorktown again ont June 27, 1879, and
"In the momming confirmed in Grace Church . . . two, and at night in
Bruton, Williamsburg, four.'' In 1882 Mr. llundley could report twelve
communicants and ''Sunday Schogls: white, teachers 3, scholars 23, total
26." Hundley served through 1883, and in 1884 the parish was reported
as "Vacant' with the Rev. Alexander QOverby of Bruton "efficiating one
Sunday in the month since the start of the vear.”

It is possible to get another glimpse of the church operation in
1388 when the Hevercnd William B. Lee of Glgucester Courthouse is
listed as "Minister” and D. Striker as "Treasurer," a post held by Miss
Fanhie B. Melson in 1884. There were {iftesen communicants, and a Sunday
School of eighteen (three teachers and fifteen "scholars"). Scven were
reported as having been confirmed, and of these three were "scholars”.
The budget was just under a hundred dollars: for parochial needs,
£33.25, and for Dioccesan matters [the Misslonary Seclety and Education
Society), $18.60, for a total of §95.85.8

In 1893 Grace Church with some 25 Families® was active under the
part-time leadership of the Rev. William B. Lec, who had accepted the

charge originally on June 1, 1887, and it was a missionary post. He was

8. These materials are from the Journals of the Anpual Councils of
the Diocese of Vig&inia For the stated particular years in the York-
Hampton Parish and Bishop reports.

9. This seemingly represented a new high, and it dropped by
193 to 16 and remained at this lcwvel with only minor fluctuation fer
the next thirty years,
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minister and, in 1893, treasurer s well. In the dipcesan report for
that year the church was described as: 'Church (stone)} 150 sittings
. . Condition of preoperty, in need of repair.”lﬂ This need of
repair entry was repeated vver the next several years.
In 1894 the Rev. L.B. Wharton of Williamsburg began to assist in
“this Mission on the lst Sunday of the month, my appointments [noted Lee]
being on other days." Two years later Wharton made his own report of his
Yorktown work, it being one of several missions with which he was assisting.
"I have held services in Yorktown 12 times and administered Holy Communion,
once," The tems of William B, Lee and L.EB. Wharton continued for some
years with only a break now and then. In 1903 Lee was listed as "'Rector”
and Wharton as "Assistant Minister."1!
Evidently there had been some progress in the repair of the Church
by this date, as it was noted in the annual report, ''Conditien of property,
good." There had heen a special donation as well. "A bandsome font has

just been placed in the Church, « gift from the Altar Chapter of Zion and

5t. Timathy's Church, New York, to Grace Church, Yorktown.' Likely, it

10, The Journal of the First Annual Council of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia (1893). The Diocese of Southern Virginia was formed
from a section of the Diccese of Virginia, beceming a distinct jurisdiction
with its own annual councilt. Grace Church and York-Hampton Parish were a
part of this new jurisdiction.

11, Lee noted gratefully in 1803: "The Rev. L. B. Wharton, D.D.,
Professor in Wiliiam and Mary College, is associated as assistant minister
in this Parish, much te the pleasure and comfort of the rector and benefit
te the ¢hurch, He gives two Sundays a month to this work." Eleventh
Annual Council Report, 1803, p. 209.
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seems, it was in this period of rencvation that a belfry, louvered on its
four sides, was placed atop the peak of the roof at the west end of the
building.

Little is known of the nature of repairs to the church after the
Civil War. They need not have been extensive as the building stood in
stark simplicity at the time of the Yorktown Centennial of 188]1. A
"Sketeh of Yorktown from the River"!? at the time shows a structure which
by location and position is surely the church. It is a view of the east
end. There was no steéple, or belfry, but there was still the east end
chimney stack zbove the roof peak. Thers had been, too, a small additionm
centerad on the east end, likely a vestry, or vesting room. It is said
to have been added about 1880, This same little room is shown in more
detail in a watercolor of 1892,

Another small sketch made in 1881 views the church from the
front. 1% this, a detail in a larger view, is labeled "0ld Church, with
Nelson tombs,'" There are "pup tents" around the area which is generally
barren and bleak, There 15 no tower, nor belfry, and the south windows

15
are shuttered. The present west front cornice was then in place  and

12. The New York Baily Graphic, Octeber 1, 18B1.

13, '"0D1d Bell Tower Yorktown, Va.," ap 1892 watercolor by Dwight
Williams, owned by the architectural fimm of Perry, Shaw & Hepburn (Boston);
"4 Revised Plat of Lots Nos. 35 and 41: In the Town of York . . . Owned hy
Grace Episcopal Church," dated August 25, 1947, approved by action of the
vestry on August 27, 1947, :

14, Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, Ucteober 29, 1881,

15. This coernice could have come in 1849, or after the Civil War, It
has been conciluded that it was at least some time beforc 1871, Rawlings,

virginia's Colonial Churches, p. 29.
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the entrance was a simple cne. Its stark simplicity is clearly revealed
in anpther sketch done about this same time. This sketch aseentuates the
simple doorway and the several steps leading to it as well as the two step-
backs, rather than one, in the exterior stuccoed walls.1®
The 1892 watercolor that shows the east end of the church and the
little room addition here was apparsntly inspired by the bell tower
adjacent to it. This tower, rising from the ground, stood free behind
the church and did not reach as high as the peak of the church roef. This
evidently was erected fa accommodate the bell, which had been returned to
Yorktown by the lHooks Smelting Company. As related prior to 1507, "on
July 11, 1389, [it] was rehung on 2 rude scaffeold in the churchyard, and
Tung for service after a silsnce of 73 years.”l?
From all indications, the first reéular belfry to be atop Grace
Church after its retumn to service in 1848 came, as has been indicated,
just prior to 1903, A photograph about, or a 1ittle before, 1500 does

'8 uhile several just 2 little later show 1t in detail, first

not show it,
crowned with a wooden spike and then a simple cross of wood. 19 one of
these views is in the £orm & postcard likely manufactured for salc on the

occasion of the Jamestown Expesition of 1507,

lé. In a feature picture story, "Les Fotes Du Centenaire de
L*Independance d' Etats Unisy" in the French periodical I'liustratien,
November 12, 1881. The structure is labeled ''L'eglise.'™ Goth ol these
setebacks are indicated by Howe and consequently were a part of the
original structure. -

17. Micou, "Colonial Churches of York County," p. ¢45. The further
report was that: "After the Civil War those pieces [of the old bell] were
found in Philadelphia, by Rev., Mr. [Isaac lea] Nicholson, afterwards Bishop
Hicholson, and being attracted by the words 'Yorktown, Virginia, 1725,

he wrote to Rev. Mr. Bryan asking the history of the bell. It was then recast."

13, See Iliustration No. 11.
15, See Illustrations Neos. 12, 13, and 15,
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Chapter 7

Preservation, Renovation, and Restoration Surges

Since egarly in this century there has been a recurring interest in
the historical significance, preservation, and restoration of Grace
Church,! Such were the principal motives behind the "Committee on the
Restoration and Endowment of Grace Episcopal Church,” which was active
sbout 1910. This committee, with its members listed on its letterhead,
included many prominent persons,2 especially in Episcopal Church circles,
from cities and states northward along the Atlantic seaboard.

Un March 16, 1910, Committee Treasurer Johnm T. Holmes of New York
wrote to Vestryman Halstead M. Clements of York-Hampton Parish that
“the time has now arrived to begin an active campaign for the raising
of the money needed to restore and endow Grace Church." He enclased a
draft copy of a letter to be used in making the appeaL3 This, and
enclosures, also touched on the Church's history.

Mr. Holmes detailed that:

The committee is proceeding on the assumption that every

loyal Episcopalian in the United States will give this

matter his urgualified approval. The restoratien and
preservation of Grace Church as an historic landmark should
be equally interesting to every patriotic American, regardless
of church affiliations,...The old Yorktown Church, associated

as it 1s with the founding of the Episcopal Church in
fmerica, 13 worthy of restoration, and an adequate endowment,

1. This obviocusly was a part of the then-rising histerical conscience
relating to Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Yorktown.

2. Amgnpg them were Maj. Henry Reed fHatfield (“"President Yorktown
Historical Society of U, 5."), the Rev. W. A.R. Goodwin {then rector of
5t. Paul's Church, Rochester, N.Y.], and John Stewart Bryan (then editor
of the Richmond, Va., News Leader).

3. Copies of these letters are in the files of the author of this
TCpOrT.
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and now is5 the accepted time to accomplish this end....It
is5 helieved that = sum approximating $75,000 will be fairly
ample to accomplish all that is contemplated.
[t is the intention of the committee to rebuild the burned
portions of the church edifice, restore the brick wall that
formerly surrounded the property, install an organ of the
first class, a modem heating plant, and properly refummish
the church and lay out and decorate the grounds. After this
is accamplished the remainder of the money raised will form
a permanent endowment fund.
Though expectations werc nigh and success was forecast, this drive seems
not to have gained any momentum, Little more is heard of it. Limited
achievement would come in the next decade and a half and this largely
from other directicns.

In 1918 it was reported that '"The late Mr. J.W., Clements leftr the
stun of §1,000.00 to Grace Church, Yorktown., Tt has not yet been
determined by the vestry whether part of the moncy shall be expended for
improvements to the church property, or whether the whole be invested
2s the nucleus of an endowment fund."4 Evidenrly the first possibility
was pursued, since in 1923 the vestry had only a fourth of the Clements
legacy, ''which 1s being expended for improvement of the Church building,'
This, however, was insufficient, for two years later it was noted that
"The old church i% in bad condition, and repairs essential to its
preservation must scon be undertaken,> The appeal was heeded, for in the

next year therc was progress. It was reported during the annual Council

which contvened in late January 1927 thar:

4. Journal of the Twenty Sixth Aanmual Council (1918},
5. Journals of the Thirty First Annual Council {1823} and the Thirty
Third [1525),
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Grace Church, Yorktown is now undergoing extensive repairs.

The walls which were disintegrating and spreading are being

strengthened and the foundations restored. A new doorway

and vestibule are being placed in the front of the Church. A

new belfry is being built; the roof is being strengthened and

repaired; Calonial windows are being put in the Church; and

plans have been drawn for a new Chancel and Yestry room. [t

is also propased to put in a furnace,®

As described after completion, ‘'the new things'' were said to constitute

"yast improvements." The new "Georgian doorway' together with the "'semi-
circular brick steps" tock the place of the former "unpretenticus entrance."
There was a new and "more elaborate belfry" as well as paneling all around
the interior walls plus “small glass window panes." The ''mew and changed
chancel" included "a screen'” that "conceals the entrance from the vestry"
room. It was topped by "u cross which sanctifies the atmosphere and gives it
a dignity." "All in all the old church is beaming in its new aspect,'
the press repurted.? This was the occasion toa, for "a marble tablet" to

be placed to the right of the entrance recounting some of the church's

history.B

6. The furnace would not came for another guarter-century. Until
then, heat would continue to be from a space heating stove served by a
chimney on the north wall.

7. Mewport News Daily Press, OUcteber 25, 1927, BSee, also, the

Daily Press story by Harry Flesher, "Restoration Theme Foreteld by

Rector," Jcotober 15, 1967.

8. This plague, donated by a Mr. Blout of Richmond, was later
replaced by the present bronze one after some correction of fact, though
some errors still persist, That in 1927 read: 'Grace Episcopal Church
was erected prior to 1700, Burned by the Emglish Nayy in 1814, Partially
rebuilt in 1825, The bell now in use was made in 1725, Restored in 1026,
The beil was presented to the Church by Gueen Anne. The original c¢olenial
communion silver is st1l1l in use., OCen Thomas Nelson, Jr., signer of the
Declaration of Independence, is buried in the church yard."
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The work had beer extensive and it had necessitated closing the
church for a year. Then came, it was reported on October 25, 1927, formal
reopening and rededication on Sunday, October 23, in a special service.
Bishop Beverley D. Tucker was ready 'with a sermon which swayed one &f the

largest conpregations the old church had ever kinown." His message
"was one of rededication" and "it was impressive and delivered in a
simplicity which was most appealing." His discourse was mostly confined
to the history of the church, the richness of which "“"few churches could
poast."?

it was Two yeafs iater, in 1929, that the partial recomstructicn
of the churchyard wall became possible. 1t was rebuilt in colonial
style on its original alignment by the plans of Charies F. Gillette
of Richmond through a contribution of Mr., and Mrs. Wayne Chatfield

Taylor. Seemingly, too, it was about this time that the somewhat

medieval type chandeliers {three of them), each known as 2 corona

lucis, were added to the body of the church. Evidently fashioned by a

Hampton, ¥a&., craftsman in wrought ivon and chain, at first these usead

regular candles until electrification was inmtroduced a little later.ln

89, Daily Press, Oct. 25, 1927, Tucker ¢ontinued: *'that we should
consider T T WOMdETTul benediction to still be able to worship in it
when so many of the old houses in Virginia had fallen to rwin and decay.”
In his remarks, Dr. W.A.R. Goodwin reminded the congregation '"that
Bishop Tucker had cooperated with him in every way in the restoration and
was giving the collection today to the [restoration] fund, when it should
properly go to the Bishop's fund. He further stated that he had received
from the church loan organization a denation of $1,000 for the
restoration work." Goodwin was then rector of Bruton Parish Church and,
alse, "minister in charge" of Grace Church.

10. Rawlinps, Virginia's Colonial Churches, pp. 39-40,
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These developments brought the church essentially to the appearance that
it enjoys today. This placed the structure in good repair and gave it a
more churchly air. It did not, howsver, restore the bullding in any
sense to its original celonial form. 1l As James Scott Rawlings has
pointed out in his architectural guide to colenial Virginia churches:
"In 1926 the present, vaguely classical belfry, western doorway, and
circular window were added and these help to give the church a distinctly
pest-celonial and non-Virginian appearancelr12 He has commented further
that: "In addition to the unigueness of its marl walls, the smallness
of the srructure and the irregular alignment of the church walls and
yard contribute much to the somewhat quaint appearance and village at-
mosphere of the church at Yorktown."

It was net until 1947 that a serious and detailed study of the
colonial appearance of Grace Church was launched. This came largely as

the result of funds made available for the purpose by Mrs. Arthur Kelly

11. The present structure is interestingly described in a
typewritten paper, "An Architectural History of Grace Church, Yorktown,
Virginia," by Charles 'Eugene Bush, presented at William and Mary College
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements of Fine Arts Course No. 305,
dated July 1969. Copy in author's file,

12, Virginia's Colonial Churches,-pp. 39-40. He comments further
about the church's "musuglly wide windows" and the "second exterior
offset, rather high above the usual water tabie." He concludes, relative
to the marl walls: "While these walls of marl cannot be said to possess
great beauty, they are, together with their ape, certainly the building's
most interesting feature." George Carrington Masen takes a similar position
o the 1926-1927 changes. The "belfry, doorway and small reose window'
have no "“c¢lose precedent” in any "existing Virginia Colonial Churches."
The exterior and interier emblishments did "not in any sense’ yield a
structurc that was "authentically restored."” Colonial Churches in
Tidewater, p. 226.
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Evans, a friend of the church, through the efforts of the Rev. Francis
H. Craighill, Craighill was then the Rector of Bruton Parish Church,
and, as had been the case of Dr. Gondwin earlier, had ministerial
responsibilities for Grace Church as well. On December 17, 1246, he
"informed the westry he had recently brought Mps. . ., Evans to
Yorktown to look at Grace Church with the idea of her becoming interested
in the restoration of the church. She expressed interest in the
réstoration and requested Mr. Craighill to procure information on the
proposed restoration to submit to her for her approval.13
The Vestry then designated a restoration committee and research
got underway., The counsel of the Natiomal Park Service staff in
Yorktown was sought and the services of an architect were secured in the
person of J. Everette Fauber, Jr., of Lynchburg, Virginia. Systemetic
archeological exploration was undertaken by the Church in April and
May 1947 under the supervision of National Park Service Regional
ATcheologist J.C. Harrington. This led to some important conclusions,léd
At the end of the project, it was c¢lear that the present church

rests on and includes much original work. The initial measuremcnts

of the building have been retained. It was established from findings

13. The manuscript Grace Church Vestry Book.

14, J.C, Barringten, “Archeological Investigations at Grace Church,
Yorktown, Virginia," a typewritten rcport with ilJustrations and
drawings, dated Junc 6, 1947. '"The purpose of the excavating was to
secyre architecturzl information concerning the north wing, ruins of which
were visible in the chureh yard, as well as the original appearance of
the existing building." Ibid., p. 1.
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These developments brought the church essentially to the appearance that |
it enjoys today. This placed the structure in good Tepair and gave it a
more churchly air. It did not, however, restore the building in any

sense to its original colonial form, 1l

As James 3Scott Rawlings has
pointed out in his architectural guide to colonial ¥irginia churches:
"In 1526 the present, vaguely classical belfry, western doorway, and
circular window were added and these help to give the church a distinctly
post-colonial and non-Virginian appearancel'l2 He has commented further
that: "In addition to the unigueness of its marl walls, the smallness
of the structure and the irregular alignment of the church walls and
yard contribute much to the somewhat quaint appearance and village at-
mosphere of the church at Yorktown."

It was not until 1847 that a serious and detailed study of the

colonial appearance of Grace Church was launched. This came largely as

the result of funds made available for the purpese by Mrs. Arthur Kelly

|
11. The present structure is interestingly described in a |
typewritten paper, "An Architectural History of Grace Church, Yorktown, |
Virginia,'" by Charles Eugene Bush, presented at William and Mary Collepe
in Partizl Fulfillment of the Reguirements of Fine Arts Course No, 305,
dated July 1969. Copy in author's file,
12. virginia's Celonial Churches,-pp. 39-40. He comments further
about the church's "upusually wide windows" and the '"sccond exterior
uffset, rather high above the usual water table.” He concludes, relative |
to the marl walls: "While these walls of marl cannot be said to possess |
great beauty, they are, together with their age, certainly the building's |
most interesting featurs.' Ceorge Carrington Mason takes a similar position
on the 1926-1927 changes. The "belfry, doorway and Small rose window"
have no "close precedent" in any "existing Virginia Colonial Churches."
The exterior and interior emblishments did "not in any sense' yield a
structure that was "authentically restered." Colonial Churches in

Tidewater, p. 226,
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Evans, a fricnd of the church, through the efforts of the Rev. Francis
H. Craighill. Craighill was then the Rector of Bruton Parish Church,
and, as had been the case of Dr. Goedwin earlier, had ministerial
responsibilities for Grace Church as well., On December 17, 1946, he
"informed the vestry he had recently brought Mrs. . . . Evans to
Torktown te look at Grace Church with the idea of her becoming interssted
in the restoration of the church. She expressed interest in the
restoTation and requested Mr. Craighill to procure information on the
proposed restoration to submit to her for her apprmfal.l3

The Vestry then desipnated a restoration comeittee and research
got underway. The counscl of the Xational Park Service staff in
Yorktown was spught and the services of an architect were secured in the
person of .J. Everette Fuuber, Jr., of Lvnchburg, Virginia. Systemetic
archeological exploration was undertaken by the Church in Aprii and
May 1947 under the supervision of National Park Scrvice Regional
Archeologist J.C. Harrington. This led to seme important conclusions, 14

At the end of the project, it was clear that the present church
rests on and includes muach original work, The initial measuremants

of the building have been retained. It was established from findings

13. The manuscript Grace Church Vestry Book.

4. J.C, Harrington, "Archepclogical Investigations at Grace Church,
vorktown, Virginia,” a typewritten report with illustrations and
drawings, dated June 6, 1947. "The purposc of the excavating was to
secure architectural informatien concerning the north wing, Tulns of which
were visible in the church yard, as well as the original appearance of
the existing building." Ibid., p. 1.

44



Y

‘SL-7.56 ‘89-19¢€6 ‘LS-1ST6 SIDQUNY BORIQWS diy [ETUCTOD JO $21T3 243
UT 3I0m TESTIBOTOM[IAR 2yl o SmTI3 =i 1% uavel sydexiBojoyd -<I

ATauanbasucny | AT3s53h Y3 Jo AIR31aIdeg Al IO 80130 3yl ui sisded

Yl Jo 150U, SIsM 535301 aqq_ﬂuomy "UMQINIAL INCOR PUE UT FBFEYIOIM

SlARISPISUND 1F3] YaTym ‘suply SATSSEN pUE SDUTM SUESTANY $1T (}TM @INYS

isndny es1d | syl 7o amed ayl sEm STYL  C¢rgl 2XvUJaq Maf pUB PIATAING

BABY F30l PIo GLI:‘L I 2udUu SI‘.'.‘IU‘ES ‘PQL[:I.I'EQS o4 pIna '.].131.11 YaIny) adelg

3O SpI0IST MBI 9dsM SI8T ATSIBUNIIOIU]  *BIUTITATA UJISYIRCS FO Isad0Iq

1edoostdy auy 103 zeyderBorzonsmy usyy ‘uosen uojBuiixzeq aBicon iy Ag

AT1eInadss pu® yied TEDTIOFSTY TEUOTIEN TETUOTO) JO FJE3§ Ayl JO SIsqusu

AQ PITISTSSE SBM O STUY U] "TIEp 2aT3drIsssp JU UOTIRINUNASE Syl Ut

pTE 3YITW BY} S33IN0S IayjIe FO UOTIETTISoAUT uR PIYIUNE] ‘ABMIIPUN SEM
YaoM (EJTEOTOSUDIIE 3yl eyl JWTl AUEE ay3 1k "Jaqned 1083TydIY

gt*p3123g1sanu; 00U alam

952yl Ing ‘dUTM 2yl Ul STRTANG SPIsUl Jo ‘pajlosdyo 39 pInom Se ‘8lUapTAs

sem olayl ISUBIIULS YIIOon Y3 ¢ E¥00Tq JulyiEu uspooM pup ‘Isicerd

T$11BU YOIT ‘Ssel¥ MOPUIM popnToUT s3132fqo nidisyg ‘yoms puk ‘sTIEM

palazseld ‘unTyEASTD J00TF ‘soumlius Jurm yalou ayl Juipziedel ‘ool ‘arusplaz

1e2130100y2LE $uM JI5Y] “Buis yYjaou sTy3 jdadxa 2Inlonris Syl ©1 SUOTIIPPE

[ETUCTOD OU Us3q pBY SIay] 1¥yl Jes[s ATienbs swwdaq 311 -~Alnjuss

Y3uSelsuTu-pIl ayi ut ‘ysinys ayj Jo Apoq UTBW A3 SEM SE ‘ITINGAI

I0U SEM UYOTUM UOTIIPPE AINIUaD UiusaydTe U Yindl ul SEM S Spuncad

SADGE 27QT15TA #OUTINGY U2TUYM Jo SUGTIEpUMOZ 23 “3UTM 110U 2yl eyl




the sarliest extant record book is for the wears 1533195010

with some earlier fragments, yecovered from varicus sources, dating
back to 1910,

At an earl: stage Architect Fauber bepan his study of the fabric
of the building itself, stripping uway areas of the stucco finish added
3 CEMIUEY before.l? This yielded sigrnificant architectural details,
From these and other sources, there were rewards. He could report

hopefully in May 1947 that:

we have, obviously, definitely locatced the original south
dnorwayis and the original large window in the east end
wii tiie buclding., i feel, (uo, thal we nave essentiaily
established the fact that whatever the size and shape of
the original windows, they were, doubtless, located in
the arca now occupled by the modemm large windows....we
have not found any definite and concrete evidence to bear
this out, [but] 1 still feel fairly certain that the
original Church had a gallery in the west end. 1 believe
that we have even further substantiated the fact that the
north wing was not a part of the original structure by
removing stucco at the éunctiun of the north wing walls -
and the main building.l

16, "Minutes of the Vestry: Colenial Grace Church: Yorktown, Va.,
December &, 1933-April &5, I950.' In 1933 the vestry authorized a search
far the reported "0ld York-iiampton Parish Register and that eof Charles
Parish." Only a single volume was found and this & Charles Parish Register.

It was in the Virzinia State Library, formerly having been in the custody
of the Virginia Seminary in Alexandria, where it had been placed by the Clerk
of York County Court "for preservation and sufe-keeplng,™ under authority
gf a joint resolution of the Jeneral Aszsembly of Virginia passed in 1872
The State Library accepted the Church's asscrtion of ownership, though
the original was left on deposit teere and a bound photostatic copy presented
to the church. [t has been published as Charles Parish York County,
Virginia; History and Registers: @irths 1648-1785: Deaths 1665-1787 edited
by Landon €. Bell (Richmond, 1332).

17, Thesc areas gre still bare of stucco, and sentiment in the
congregation and in the wvestry wavers between leaving, und recovering,
these exposures of the original wall.

18. This was c¢learly shown in Henry Howe's sketch of the ruins. See
illustration Xe. 6.

19, letter to Superintendent E. A, Hummel, Colonial NHP, dated May 28,
1947, in Park file T740-02.3, Reseurch: Qrace Church.
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The project was scon advanced to the point that Mr. Fauber
prepared preliminary plans for the reconstruction project. These
included a rendered elevation of the exterior as well as an interior view to
show how he believed the structure likely locked in the eighteenth
century at the time of its maximum size. <0 These preliminary interpretive
sketches included all of the data seen in the existing structuere, all

archeological finds, and all detail from documentary source material

. g i 4
plus customary practices and MS3gES known to celonial Virgintia.

20, See Illustration RKos, 2 and 3.

2}, One particularly helpful item had te de with an addition made
tp a Blisland Parish Church {New Kent County) in the 17505. This is
quoted helow:

At a Vestryheld for Blisland Parish, at the upper Church the
Second day of Sepr 175%

Articles of Agreemont

A Brick Addition to the Upper Church in Blisland Parrish, to

be made twenty four feet in length added to the old building,
of the same width as the old, te have four Pews on Each Side.
Two Sash Windows in Eazch Side; and two in the End, Each

Window to have Eighteen Panes of giass ten by twelve, The
Pulpit to be moved to the North Side of the Church, and to be
fixed Acceording to the Rey, Mr. Thacker's direction. The Floors
and Pews above the Pulpit to be taken uwp, and Set down, in

good Order with those below: The Windows 0ld and New, with the
Doors and Eaves of the Said Church to be well Prim'd and Painted
white with white lcad, inside & Out, THE COMMUNIDN to he Moved,
and decently fitted with New Rails and Banisters. The Addition
to be a Compass Ceiling, Covered with Plank and good Cypress
Shingles, to be lath'd and Flaister'd, and the whode Church
Whitewash'd. The wall of the Yard to be léngth'd and Carried
Eight fect vlear of the Sd Addition. Two new gates made of
good Season’d White Oak. The Whole to be Completed (WoTkmen
like) by October 1756, The present Church Wardens to Inspect
all the Bricks and Timber to be used about the Said Building:
The Foundation to be laid as low as the Graves (where they
Interfere] of the Church Yard.
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These were a part of the architect’'s report made on June 30, 1947.22
Fauber expressed the belief that: 'If further research is as lucrative
as nas been the research up te this point, wWwe will be very fortunate
and will be able to, perhaps, wery accurately restore this unusual building
to its fommer beauty and glery, and sc arrange the building that it may

continue to he useful as the active Parish Church of York-Hampton Parish.23

The above [ agree to do {or Cause to be domnel by
October in the vear 1758, for the Sum of One Hundred
and Twenty Hine Founds, N PURSHUANCE of which I have
fassed a Bond dated Sepr the 2nd 1755. and rec'd of
Majr John Richardsonm § Mr. Richard Allen Bond for the
Swn abovemention'd. Witness our hands

Saml Du Val
Sept the 2d 1735 Christor For Jur
Test.
Mud, Williams Jonn Richardson Ch. Wards
Saull Ashley Richard Allen

The Vestry Book of Blisland (Blissland) Parish New kent and James City
Coumtles Virginia, 172i-1786, edited hy C.G. Chamberlayne [(Richmona,
1924) pp. 129-30.

22, '"Periodic Research Report (to June 30, 1947) Restoration of
York-Hampton Church, Yorktown, Virginia,” a typewritien report as of
the aboyve date.

23. ibid., p. 24, Ue also neted:. "This werk has been charactcrized by
the faet that very little documentary evidence has, thus far, been uncovered,
yet archaeclogical excavations and exploratory work on the super-structure
have proven very productive in spitc of the fact that much more information
and evidence will be fortheeming as the more modern portions of the
building are removed preparatory to the actual reconstruction work. We
will, doubtiess, find much more important evidence when the interior
walls can be stripped of plaster and the present wood floor can be roemoved
and further digging within the area of the present hullding can be done.”
Ibid., p. I.
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It was at this point that Mrs. Evans took the matter umder
advisement and concluded that it was 'not now possible for her to
proceed with anything for Grace Church." Architect Fauber then
Filed his sketches, construction plans, and detalled specificatiens
with the church and the project was closed,
[t was timely, perhaps, that when full restorstion of the Church
was under serious consideration in 1947 there was opportunity to
observe its 250th anniversary. This was done on October 19 in
conjunction with the 1&6th anniversary of the British surrender at
Yorktown in 1781. 1t took the form of a special service at the Church
featuring an address, te an overflow assemblage, by George Carrington
Mzson., Some of his remarks cogently pointed to the considerable antiquity
of the old structure znd its antecedents. He commented: "“We are
celebrating in this Church today a deuble anniversay of far greater
antiguity than is associated with teday's commemoration of the Battie
of Yorktown. This double anniversary is the 315th of the founding of
the plantation parish of York and the 250th of the erection of the
existing York-Hampton -Church, in which we are met .24
The ancient graveyard at Grace Church has long been of intercst
since it 1s essentially as gld as the Church itself and has remained in

almost unbroken active use. It 13 unfortunate that so many of the older

stones are gone and many burials are no lewgcr marked. Even when Bishop

24, A copy of the transcript of Mason's address is in the files
of the author of this report.
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Meade visited the grounds a century and a quarter ago, he found only a
few legible colonial stones.> In more recent tlMes the Yorktown
Branch of the Assoclation for the Mreservation of Virginia Antiquities, with
its speécial interest in the Nelson tombs, has embarked on a systematic
program of installing small bronze plagucs on those old tombs on which
inscriptions are fast becoming illegible, It was in 1563 that the older
Thamas Nelson tomb was fully restored by the association, 2
in 1938, the Vestry authorized the provision of "suitable space in the
grounds of the church property to re-inter the bodies" (skeletal remains)
"recently discovered" when a waterline was being laid aleng Buckner Street.
The actual re-interment of "skelstons proposed to be those of the Martiau

7 Consequently, the gravestones

and Read families' came five years latcr.2
of Elizabeth and George Read, after the recutting of their inscriptions,
were moved here from the old cemetery on Buckner Street. Cel. George
Redd had married Elizabeth, the daughter of Nicolas Martiau, the first to
live on the Yorktown site. Their son, Benjamin Read, sold Fifty acres

of his grandfather's patent to allow the survey of Yorktown in 1681

At present, easeﬁtially all of the high ground of the original

church Iots is obligated for burial space and the small "new sections” that

25, Thomas [Scoteh Tomd MWelson {1745}, Abraham Avcher (17523, Jane
Frank {1753}, Susanmah Reignolds (1768), and William Nelson (177Z),
0ld Churches, Ministers, and Families, I, 213-15.

26. This and other more recent data, unless otherwise noted, is
from the Church Vestry minute books.

27. This was "on request from'" the Thomas Nelson, Jr., Chapter of
the Sons of the American Revolution in the State of Virginia with the
understanding that '"the remains will be in the perpetual custody of Grace
Church.'




were opened in 1925, 1947, and later, have bheen used or assigned. This
is reflected on the map of the grounds that i1s kept current.23

The present churchyard wall dates from 1529 and is done in a
colonial design after the plans of Charles F. Gillette of Rjchmond.
Presumably it follows the remains of the original footings which are
said to have becen found then., It was built for its full course along the
Church Street side of Lot 35. It also turned the corner and was con-
tinved u short distance azlong the southwest side of the lot and for a
ipnger distance along its neortheast boundary.

Though an carlier search failed, archeolopical recennaissance by
the National Park Scrvice in April 196699 found additional fragments of
the wall base and footings farther south along the southwest side of the
Church lots, 35 and part of 41. 'The section found may have been preserved
only through the good protective services of an '"old building”™ of later
years which was here, forming a sufficicnt impediment to Cconveniecnt
salvage. Explorations at the same time, also, ldentified a tine of brick

rubble and bats generally across Lot 4] much a3 the course of the diagonal

28. This map (previously cited as "A Nevised Plat of Lots Nos. 35
and 41 , . ."} is fashioned on that initizlly drawn and dated May-June
1925 by "Sydney Smith, Survevor.'" The 1923 plan {and repeated on the
1947 plan} shows eighteen "lots' (or spaces) adjacent to Read Street
on tho lower level at the base of the bluff. These are not in use,

29, Hex L. Wilson, "Archeolepical Investigations at Grace Church,
Yorktown, Virginia,™ 2 typewritten report dated April 12, 1966, Wilson's
eartier report "Archeological Investigations at Grace Church Uemetcry and

Chuwvard o . L%, dated March 8, 1965, covered operations performed on
March: 2 the previpus ycar. t is of interest thut "A Revised Plat of Lots
Nes. 35 and 41 ., .™ carried the notation: ‘Fresent EBrick Wal' Rebuilt

Along and on the Foundation af the Original Wall in 1929."
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en the 1781 Berthier plan of Yorktown. This cerresponds, too, te the

recollections of Mr, J.M. Dozicr, Jr., who from long cxperience and
work with it knows well the churchyard and burying ground+3ﬂ
Shortly after the successful 1966 archeological search on the
southwest side of the property, additiopal remains of the wall were
observed at the north cerner of the Charch lot at the point where a
water mcter was being installed. This clearly established that the
section of the rebuilt{ wall en the northeast side was not on the
original footings, Rather it closely parulleled the old footings

just an the Church side of them. 1

30. See Illustration Ne. Z3.
31. Obscrvations made by author of this study.
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Seguel

The thirty-ycar period after the early 19205 for Gruce Church was
one of prowth, slow at times, looking toward an independent status with
a full-time rector and a complete church program. This may be said to
have been achieved basically in 1953 when the Rev. C. A, Zabriskie becams
the rector under full support from the congregation. Already a rectory
had been vauiredl and a larger functional addition had been placed to
the rear of the church. This latter, built in 19581, replaced the smnall
vestry Toom that had stood here. As reported at the time:
The vestry of Grace Church, Yorktown, will let contracts soon
to add a urility wing to the historic celonial church. Included
in the wing will be two Sunday School rooms, a vestry room and
wardrobe and a heating plant for the entire building. The
gutward structure will be finished to watch the old church and
will adjein the rear wall in order not to change the architecrural
appearance of the much admired building.?
This was accomplished as described and continucs in use for a variety of
purposes. It no longer serves for "parish house” purpescs, however, since
the construction of a new Parish House of colonial design in hrzek. This

. . . . "
stands outside of, bur comvenient to, the "historic church grounds."

1t has been in use since July 1960, having become the focal point of

1. This, on a part of Lot No. 28 near the church, served until the
sunmmer of 1970 when it was sold in conneetion with the construction of a
more commodious rectory in the Moore House area just out of Yorktown proper.

2. kewport News, VYa., Daily Press, Sindsy, June 24, 1951.

3. The design architect was C.W. Huff, Jr., of Richmond, and the
building contract went to the Hendrick Construction Company.




many church activities. Actually the acguisition of the land on which
the Parish House stands led to a special landmark status recognition
for the church by the United States and the acquisition by the Federal
Government of a protective interest in the historic properties.

And so today Grace Church continues to serve its parish and the
community at large. It adds immeasurably, too, to the historic scene
of which it is an integral part. 7o the end that this rele continue,
the Church Trustees, acting on behalf of the Vestry, on May 28, 1058,

1t

consumnated the agreeﬁent granting the United States of America "a

4 with mutvally agreed control for “the

right of use or easement"
nreservation of the edifice and grounds of the said Grace Episcopal
Church in thelr histprical character." 1In the deed it is related that
"it is in the public interest to preserve for the inspiration and henefit
of the people of the United 5States this landmark which is recegnized as
possessing national significance through its close association with the
founding and growth of our Country, 235 well as 1ts role in two great
wars," It i3z asssured, however, "that the said Church and its grounds
designated as Yorktown Lots 35 and 41" shall ceontinue to be used "for
divine worship, for the conduct of religious ceremonies, and for other

activities usually incident to the conduct of church affairs, and for

the burial of the dead,"?

4. A "Scenic and Historic Easement."

5. This agreement was a part of a deed cffecilng propeity excuange
betwean the Church and the United States. This invelved the transfer of
Yorktown Lot No. 72 from the Church to the United States and the rransfer
af "part of Lots 34 and 40" from the United States to the Church. York
County Records, Deed Book, No. 124, pp. 119 ff.
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Appendix 1

York-Hampton Parish - 1724

It is fortunate that at least one York-Hampton Parish report written
in Colonial days has been preserved. 'This, by the Rev. Francis Fontaine,
"Minister of York-Hamptonm Parish,” is dated May 14, 1724, lie reported that
he had come to Virginia in May 1721 and uptil Nevember 1722, when he moved
to the York-Hampton "cure,' he had served at S5t. Margaret's Parish in
King William County. He was a duly ordained minister, having been licensed
by "Dr. Robinson, laté Lord Bishop of London, to officiate as a misslonary
in the Government of Virginia, " He had been minister in the parish, where
he resided, far a year and seven months 'without induction.™

He described his parish as 20 miles long and four miles broad, about

1 1t included about 200 families and two churches, "one

nine sgquare miles.
in York Town' und the other about eight miles from it. At "York Town" there
were some 50 communicants and about 20 at the other church. Scome "two
thirds of my parishioners . . . fwere] commonly present at Divine Service.”
His annua! income was £150, growing cut of 20,000 pounds of 'Swect

Scented Tobacco” and a '"few perguisites.” The latter included five
shillings for each marriage for which the "Banns' were published, 0
shillings for "a marrviagc by license" and 40 shillings for "a funeral
Sermon." He had "a Glebe House and a Glebe' of some 1BD acres. He lived

in the house, which had "heen lately repalred, at the cxpense of the

Parish," and occupied the land himself. There were no public schools in

1. These are the figures given in the report although mathematically
they are somewhat out of line.
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the Parish und no parochial library. However, "here and there small
schools . . . f{had been] set up, to teach children to read and write,
where a numher of scholars . . . {could] be found."

In repard to service, he read prayers and preached every Sunday -
"in the morning at one of my Churches and in the aftermoon at the other
a5 also on Christmas Day and Good Friday." The "Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper" was administered eight times in the year, four times {Easter,
Whitsunday, Michaelmas and Christmas) at each church. He set aside
every Sunday afterncen in Lent as well as 10 pther Sundays “in the
aftemmoon Immediately after Evenming prayer for the public catechising
the youth, servants and slaves in my Parish." He felt that there were
no "infidels' in his Parish "except Slaves.” I exhort their Master
to send them to me, to be instructed . . . in order to their conversion
I have set apart every Saturday in the aftemocon and catechise them at my
Glebe House." He felt that all things were duly "disposed and provided"
in both his churches "for the decent and orderly performance of divine
seryice” except "surplices are wanting.' "But the Vestry will soon

provide them."2

2. Drawn from "Queries to be answered by every Minister, 1724," in
the Papers Relating to the Histary of the Church in Virginia, 1650-1776,
edited by William Stevens Perry (Privately Printed, 1870), pp. 281-83,
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Appendix [1

An Attcmpt at Rebuilding--1341

Although the attempt to rebuild the York Town Church in 1841 ended in
failure, the material that follows is of interest. It is taken from papers
in the hands eof Mrs. John J. Ballentine [Dogue, Virginia). Thesc same
papers also reveal that on June 18, 1832, William Harkins and Thomas G.
Tinsley1 were authorized "to find church Plate of York Hampton Purish and
dispose of same to the_bﬂst advantage." A decade earlier {July 27, 1822)

John R. West had been '"appointed to lock after the vestry books of York

Hampten Parish."

An Appeal to the Liberal and the Fious!®
Our attention has been called by a respectable correspondent
to the following communication #ng we In turn call the
attention of our readers to the propositicn it conveys, Our
own scTip i1s 2lmost empty--and the might we would contribute
to the cbject is too small to be counted--but there are others
in the land, to whom a gracious Providence has awarded so many
of the good things of this life, who might give from their
garners enough to advance the object which is propesed. To
them this appeal, we hope, may not be made in wain.

Communicated
03d York Town

The inhabitants of York Town in Virginia, since the great
conflagrationwhich took place there in March, 1814 during the
late war, and by which amgng many other buildings including its
Court house, the ancient Episcopal Church was consumed, having
been without z convenient houze for religious purposes, are
desirous, and indeed are making efforts among themselves, top
rebuild wpon the venerable but dejapidated Walls which rematn
standing, a suitable place for that purpose., The small number
of residents, and their comparative poverty limiting their
means, an inwitation is hereby given to the public at large
to make gontributions.

1, T'"Overscers of the Poor."
2. This is noted as "“{from the [Richmond] Enguirer of 28th May)."
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It i3 the wish and design of the Citizens of the town-and
contributions are solicited upon the condition, that when the
bujlding may be completed, the doors of the church shall be
thrown gpen to all Ministers of the Gospel of good and
irreproachable character, without any distinetion whatever
being manifested in favour of any particular sect or denomination.

When the Church at York Town was first about to be built,
nearly one hundred and fifty years age, the Hom. Francis
Nicholson, the Governor of Maryland,” contributed the liberal
sum of twenty pounds sterling in aid of the object--and who
now, particularly among Virginians, will withhold his cone
or his ten, or, among the more affluent, even his hundred dollars,
for a similar purpose? Especially, too, when he reflects, that
the bones of his ancestors, in many instances without his knowledge,
may be buried within the broken down walls of the present grave-
yard, now nearly grown over with weeds!

Contributions, and remittances by mail, may be made to
Sumuel Sheild, clerk of the Court residing at York Town, or
to Robert Anderson of Williamsburg, one of the Justices, and
Treasurer of York County.

Yotk Town, May, 1841

Proprietors of Kewspapers in Virginia, and elsewhere, who
favour the above are rtequested to publish.

A Subscription:
The old church in York Town

The undersigned, anxious to have the Shell of this
Ancient building Once more rcared as a place of wership free for
Christians of all denominations hereby agree to pay to Baker P.
Lee {on order} who is Treasurer and who with William Nelson,
William Henry Sheild and Nathaniel Taylor are made Trustees to
lct out, manage and Superintend the work, the Sum affixed to each
of our names On or before the first day of December next. And
the said Trustees, or a Majority of them, are hereby authorized
to . . . [grant?] preferences to Applicants to preach; avoiding
as well as they can any clashing &c. As if the Subscriptions
will justify it the Said Trustees.are desired to have the
building so constructed as to afford a School Room or rooms in

Sic.; i.e., ¥irginia.
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the upper Story. Giving power to the Trustees to Supply
any Vacancy in Qffice of Treasurer or Trustee. 3rd April 1841

Subscriptions, at one point, totalled 3585.00 and some 42 subscribers arc
known by name:

"vYork Church. 5. Sheild's list':

Samuel Sheild $20.00 Robert H. Armistead $ 5.00
William Nelson 30,00 John M. Gregory 5. 00
Nathaniel Tayleor 5.00 John M. King 5.00
William C. Powell ' 5.00 Richard R. Garrett 20,00
Thomas Newman 200040 Allen Chapman 20. 00
Baker P. Lee 20.00 F.BE. Power 5,00
Wamer Williams '"(in work)" 3.00 Wiliiam M. Pettitt 20,00
Cary Wilkinson 5. 00 Robert Andersoen 30,00
John R. West 5.Q0 William Rowelle 5.00
Garwin L.{U, Salter 20,00 William iloward 10,00
1.R. Nottingham 2. 00 Themas C. Russell 23,00
Charies Platt 5.00 Thomas F. Chisman 5,00
Richard Hewill .00 John 1. Jones 10,00
William 5. Malecote 5.00 Robert McCandlish 30,00
Lewis bHogg, Sr. 5.00 George W. Southall 20,00
William H, Sheild 20.00 Morecau Bowers 10,04
Bailey T. Elliott 2.00 F.P. Mays 5,00
Thomas Wynne 26,00  John B. Hunt 10,00
-- 5.00 Rebert P, Waller 30.00
E5H), 00




Additional "Subscriptions for REbuilding the Old Church at York
Town, Virginia,"”4 which were ''to be paid in the course of the year, or

when hereafter called for," included:

L.F. Bright 320,00 William Tabb ¥ 5.00
James H. Sheild 5. 00 M., Macfarland 10,00 (paid)}
L.I. Bowden 5.00 "In a lctter by mail.
Anonymous” 30.00
75.00
4. The heading of this list continusd: "The dgors of the Church

when rebuilt, to be thrown open to all Ministers of the Gespel of good

and irreproachable character, without any distinction whatever being

mani fested in favour of any particular sect or denomination. April 3d 1841.
The subscriptions to be pald in the course of the year, or when thereafter
called for." '
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dppendix III

Ministers of York-Hampton and Grace Church

and Parish (A Partial List)
(Lhrough T908]

Fouace, Stephen {1691-1702)
Slater ("Mr," Staughter), James (1701- i
Goodwin, Benjamin f1714- 3
Fontaine, Francis (1722-1745}
Camm, John (1749-1777)
Andrews, Robert (1783}

Sheild, Samuel {c. 1786-1789)

Nelsan, Hugh {luy minister?)
tienderson, Jamesl

Scott, !l

Bruckenhruugh,l
Minnegerode, Charles L.

Withers, Edward

(1791-17927)
(1792-1794:1797)
{ )

{ }
(1847-1849)

fteb. , 1849 -May,1852)

Ambler, Thomas y ji
Burch, F.M. _ { j
Hundley, Alexander ¥. (1877-1883)
Lee,? William B, ' (1587-1899)

1. Bishop Meads, when commenting on the decline of the fortunes of
York-Hampton and on the ministerial succession there¢, had this to say:
"Wevertheless, we hear of three ministers occupying it--a Fev. Mr. Scott,
Mr, tienderson, and Mr. Brockenbrough, neither of whom were calculated to
arrest its downfall." {ld Churches, Ministers, and Families, I, 204,

2. Alse, Treasurer in 1893, In 1910 he was Rector of Grace Church
and of Abingden and Ware Churches in Gloucester County,
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Wharton, Ur. L.B, [(Assistant tg Lea]
Kurtz, Floyd

Lee, William B.

Jones, E. Ruffin ('"Rector'}

Gocdwin, W.A. R, ({"Rector,'! "Pastor')
Bcntley,3 John B.

Laird, William {"Rectozr")

Pruden,® Col. Alfred A. ["Rector,"
"Priest in Charge")

Showell,ﬁ Jehn Letcher

Craighill, Francis H. [Rector)
LeBarr,© George P, (Vicar)

Alley,? Alfred L, (Vicar}

Whitman, Robert 5.5. (Vicar)
Barton, George L., TII {Lay Vicar)

B

Zabriskie,” Comelius A. (Lay Wicar)

Zabriskie, Uorneiius A, (Deacon in Charge)

Zabriskie,” Cornelius A. (Rector)

(1894-1896]
{1899-1901)
{(1502-1512)
{1813-1923)
(1923-1932)
(1527-1530)

(1830-1932)

(1933-Sept. 27, 1534)
(March 1937-Mar.1l, 1540}
{May 1, 1940-Dec. 1, 1952)
{July 1940-April 17, 1942)
[Sept. 1942-Sept. 1, 194G)
(Nov. O, 1945-August 1949]
(Det. 1, 1849-Aug. 1, 1950
(Feb. B, 1951-Dec. 1, 1852)
(March 1953-May 20, 1953}

{(May 21, 1953-Dec. 25, 1954}

3. In 1330 Bentley served from Jaﬁuary 1 until August 1 and went to I

Nenana, Alaska. He became Bishop of Alaska,

4. Colenel pPruden resigned suddenly in late September 1936,

5. PReverend Showell came to Yorktown from Trinity Parish, Charles
County, Md., und returned to sguthern Maryland on another ¢all in 1940,

&. Reverend LaBarr lefr to accept his call for chaplain duty in the

Kavy.

7. Reverend Alley left to accept the post of chaplain at the Dallas

Cathedrai Schoel For boys.

8. VYestry authorized call as "Lay Minister to Grace Church and Rector |

af the Parish.™

§. Ordained priest at Grace Church on May 21, 1953,

62




Davis, 0 Gordon B, (Rector) (May 1, 1957-Sept. 30, 1864)

Alfriend,!! John D. (Rector) {Nov. 1, 1964-Present)

10. Left for a year's study at St. Augustine's College, Lanterbury,

Kent, England.
11. Came to Grace from Boydton, Virginia,
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Appendix IK

known Grace Church Vestrymenl and Seme
Church Officials (lThrough 1963)

Goodwin, Peter: 1713 (Churchwarden}

Poters, Robert: 1713 {Churchwarden)

Nelson, "Secretary” Thomas:? (prior to the Revolution)
delson, '"President" William: (pricr to the Revolution)
Nelson, Themas, Jr, (1773- }3

Rooke, G.A.: 1880 {Treasurer)

Nelson, Miss Fannie B.: 1884 [Treasursr)

Striker, D.: 1888 {Treasurer)

Clements, J.W.: 1898 (Warden and Treasurer - 1893; Senior Warden
(1910) and Treasurst - 1903; Warden - 1915)

Hall, J. Lesliec: 1898- (Junior Warden - 1903}
Sheild; Comway H: 1558~ {Register - 1898, 1503]
Knight, J. Milteon: 1910, and prior : 1815-1961 fTreasurer for many

years, through 1954)

Clements, Halstead M.: 1910, 1920-1, 1023-5, 1926-7, [and other times)
saw service as Warden (1922-25): Senior Warden - 13924,

O'Hara L.R.:4 1915-1960 {for much of the time Warden, "Clerk of Vestry,"”
“"Secretary' "Registrar," or "Register')

1. lLay Deputies to Convention in the 1785-1799 period were:
Nathaniel Nelson {1785}, Hugh Nelson {1i786-1793-1794), William Nelson ([1787),
Abraham Archer (1789), Thomas Griffin (1795, 1797) and Gavin L. Corbin
(1799). ,

3. By later rcport of Bishop William Meade.

3. York County Records, Judgments and Orders, No. 3 (1772-1774),
p. 209, The entry reads thusly: "Thomas Nelson, JUnT a Vestry Man in
York lNampton Parish took the Usual Qaths te his Majestys Person and
Government.'

4. MNamed “Register, Emeritus'' by Congregation on November 11, 1960.
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Seargent, John B.t 1924-6, 1931 (saw service as Junior Wardem in 1924:
Senior Warden - 1530)

Lackey, Thomas: 1324
Spratley, P.W.: 1924, 1926-7
Davis, J. B,: 1930, 1931 (zlso, Church Schoel Superintendent in 1930)

Dozier, J.M., Jr.: 1831: 1933-64 (Long service as Warden, Junior Warden
and Senior Warden - from 1953)

Sheild, C. H., Jr.: 1933-36

Davis, J.R,: 18933

Fletcher, C.G.: (Long service as Warden and Senior Warden)
Crenshaw, Capt. R. $.: 1935 (Warden in 1935)

Gifford, Charles E.: 1%35-36

Smith, Robert T., Jr.: 1935-37

S5chmidt, Jeseph: 1335-43, 1945-48, 1952-55

Hammentree, Geprpe: 1935-44, 1946-48, 1850-54

filennon, Cmdr. James B., Jr.: 1%936-38

Deieufville, S, L.: 19356-37, 1939, 19403-42, 1946-48, 1950-56
{Junipr Warden - 1936)

Chess, Walter: 1935-42

DeSilets, E. R.: 1938

Cooke, Cmdr, A, J.: 18940-42
Burgess, James R. : 1942-3

Belford, R, P.: 1942-48

Lemay, J. W.: 1947-52

Jenkins, E, H.: 1947-61 ([resigned)

O'Hara, James M.: 1547-48
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Fletcher, G. Hunter: 1947-48, 1854-61
Marshall, Charles 5.:; 1549-52
Cole, George D.:(5) 1949-60 (Junior Warden-1953-60)

Harrison, K. W.: 1950-64, 1966-68 (Treasurer - 1955-60; Register-
i961-2; Senior Warden-1Yob-td)

Perkins, C. A: 1852-53
Horton, Kent H.: 1953-55
Emery, Geurge.F. : 1955-62, 1964-65 {Junior Warden - 1961}
_ {Senior Warden - 1965)
Hoover, Emest M. ¢ 1855-58
Basta, Edward: 1856
Femington, Maj. Richard M.: 19556
Mattson, Axel T.: 1957-64, 1967-G8
Manley, John T.: 1937-61
Elksnin, Henry: 1957-63, 1865-67
Connor, D. William: 1959-63, 1965-67 (Junior Warden - 1962)
White, B. G.: 1961-63
Bowditch, W. H.: 1961-63, 1965-67
Jenkins, W. T.: 1961-64, 1966-68 (Treasurer - 1961-62)
Cock, Rodney: 1962—65, 1968 (Treasurer - 1963-1968)
Hatch, Charles E., Jr.: 1962, 1967-68 (Junior Warden - 1968)
Pinney, Capt., Frank: 1962
Viccellio, James H.: 1962, 1965-47
Evans, Cmdr. Donald: 1963-64

Scott, A, J.: 1963-65

5, Named vJunior Warden, Emeritus' on November 11, 1960, by the
Congregation.
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Warley, John C.: 1963-63

Jones, George W., Jr.: 1964-66, 1568

Miller, Roger: 1964

Pitz, Col, Otto G.: 1964-465

Robins, A. Warner: 1966-68

S5im, John E,: 1906-68

Stearns, Charles M.: 1966-68

Thomas, Mys. Paul C: -1866-68 (the first "female vestryman')

Caywood, Maynard: 1568
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Appendix V

Tomb and grave markers in the churchyard as of
July 1, 1968:1

Aplin, Mrs. Harriett Edmund

[Cross on flat edge of stone)

MOTHER
HARKIETT
WIFE OF
EOMUNT APLIN
BORN 1856
DIED 1928

Archer, Abraham

Here lies

Interred the body of

ABRAHAM ARCIER {Only a fragment of the stome
Heceased who Departed remains, This is readable and
this Life the 14th of February there is a cast metal copy of
1752 Aged Sixty Years the inscription mounted on it]

Beer, Charles

CHARLES BEER
JULY 28, 1882
SEPT. 25, 1945

FATHER [on fuootstone]

Burcher, Auiden Yuung*z

AULDEN YOUNG BURCHER
MARCH 22, 1B&7
Jan., 21, 14958

Burcher, Margaret Eropkman*

MARGARET BROOKMAN BURCHER
Died Dec. 28, 1964

1. Aside from those listed there are four old sppearing stones that
are illegible, Two are upright and two are flat, the latter being of
grave length. 1In addition there are varisus stone fragments scattered around,
2. Asterisks indicate horizontal full length stones of varying heights
and supports, some almost ground level, some raised on stone and some on brick.
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Chess, Mrs. Elizabeth Rebecca Williams

ELTZABETH REBECCA WILLIAMS
WIFE OF DAVID WALTER CHESS
JURE 1, 1506

JULY 19, 1949

E.R.W.C. [on footstone]

Clements, Halstead M.

HALSTEAD M. CLEMENTS
FEEB. 27, 1880
NOW. 1, 1929

AT REST

ClemenEEl Jacoh W,

JACOB W, CLEMENTS
FEBR, 18, 1859
MAR_ 18, 1917

AT HEST

Elements, Laura N,

LAURA N. CLEMENTS
FEB, 26, 1853
NOV. 5, 1958

AT REST

Clements, Lillian P,

LILLIAN P. CLEMENTS
JUNE 21, 1484

OCT, 16, 1934

AT REST

Cluverius, Anna Eagle

ANNA EAGLE .

CLUVERIUS . [On 3 plot marker with 7 other
persons, all "Eagle"]

1B61-1891
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Cole, George D.

COLE

GECROE [
1852-1961

Cook, Nellie M.

IN MEMORY

OF

NELLIE M. COOK
DAUGHTER OF

JAMES § NELLIE M. COOK
EORN IN RICHMOND, VA.,
APRIL 15th, 1884,

DIED IN YORKTOWN, VA.,
JULY 3rd, 1885

"OF SUCH Is THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVENW."

“N.M.C." [on footstone]

Crzig, Sarah Wood

SARAH WOOD CRAIG
FEB, 24, 1959
APRIL 19, 1959

Crockett, Colburm M.

COLBURN H. CROCKETT
SEPT. 27, 1902
AUG. 23, 1958

Creckett, Lucy liopkins

CROCKETT

LUCY HOPRINS
1B6T-1845

MOTHER [on footstone]

Crockett, Thomas Whittington

CROKETT
THOMAS WHITTINGTOM
1850-1934

FATHER [on footstone]
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[A marker with provisions for

two burials]

{on upright marker with Lucy
Hopkins Crockett]



Dickinson, Herbert Millard, Jr.

{cross)

HERBERT

MILLARD

DICEINSON

JR

20 LIEUTENANT & CO
5 PROV TNG REGT
WORLD WaAR T
FERRUARY 2 1856
AUGUST 19 1955

Doziey, Mrs. Anne Rebecca Norris

ANNE REBECCA NORRIS
WIFE OF JOHN M. DOZIER
MARCH 23, 1874

JUNE 8, 1947

AR N.D. [on feotmarker]

Dozier, Mrs. Naomi Halstead Clements

NAOMI HALSTEAD CLEMENTS
WIFE OF JOHN M, DOZIER, JR
AUCUST 17, 1504

DECEMBER &, 1852

N.H.C.D. [on footstone]

Dozier, John Marshall

JOHN MARSHALL DOZIER
MAY 26, 1877
MAY 3, 1950
J.N.D. [on footstone]

DeNeufville, Mrs, Annie Lackey

de Heufvyille
AMNTIE LACKEY
SEPT. 20, 1871
SEPT. 15, 1953

MOTHER {on footstone]
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"Dozier"]

[on marker with Joseph Robert
DeNeufville]




DeNeufville, Joseph Robert

de NEUFVILLE
JOSEPH ROBERT
NOV. 17, 1868
ocT. 19, 1937

FATHER |on footstone]

Debeufville, Samuel

de NEUFVILLE
SAMUEL LACKEY
BEC. 5, 1902
OCT. 17, 1956

Eagle, Alfrecd Curtis

ALFRED CURTIS
EAGLE

E857-1857

Eagle, Emma

EMMA EAGLE
1850-185%5

Eagle, George Lee

CEORGE LEE
CAGLE
1865-188¢

Eagle, John
NOAH § JOHN
EAGLE
1870- 1870

Eagle, Noah
NOAH § JOHN
EAGLE
1870-1870
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[on marker with Annie Lackey
deNeufville]

[on large upright with space
for one other]

[on a plot marker with 7 other
names, 6 with "Eagle' and 1
with "Cluverius"]

[on a plot marker with 7 other
names, 6 with "Eagle' and 1 with
"Cluverius"]

[on a plot marker with 7 other
names, 6 with "Eagle" and 1
with "Cluverius']

fon a plot marker with 7 other
names, 6 with "Bagle" and 1
with "Cluverius"]

[on a plot marker with 7 other
names, & with "Eagle" and 1
with "Cluverins"}



Eagle, Noah Kendrick

Sacred to the
memoTy of
NOAH KEXDRICK
EAGLE

1879

Eagle, Rebecca Nickle

REBECCA NICKLE
EAGLE
1828-1884

Fletcher, Ceci] Garyv:

CECIL GARY FLETCHER
BELOVED HUSBAND OF
MARY HUMTER

JAN, 2, 1882

SEPT. 30, 1853

Fletcher, John Gary*

farms-"Fletcher-1715"]

JOHN GARY FLETCIIER
BELOVED SON OF

CECIL AND MARY FLETCHER
NOV. 24, 1914

MAY 10, 1939

Francis, Martha J.*

MARTHA J, TRANCIS
JINE 24, 1878
AUGUST 3, 1950

Fox, Charles J.

[decoration]

In memory of
CHARLES J.

Son of

John & Catherine
TFOx

Born Aug, 24, 1824
bDied March 19, 1847
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Gibbons, Mrs. Mary

Here lieth the body

of Mrs MARY GIBBONS
who departed this Life
the 22d of Sept. 1792
Aged 75 Years

With a Character unblemish'd
She pass'd thro Life

A tender Parent

and affectionate Wife

M, G. [on footstone}

Halstead, Henry

HENRY HALSTEAD
Borm

Nov. 13, 1825
Died

March 18, 1902,

H. H, [on footstone]

Halstecad, Peters

[Masonic Emblem}
PETERS HALSTEAD
Born
July 16, 1824,

Died
March 13, 1335

P. H. [on footstone]

Halstead, Loulisa

LiNISA HALSTEAD
Born

Jan. 4, 1328
Died

March 4, 1884,

L. H. [on footstone]
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[Has brohze plaque with
inscription. On this "22d." is
rendered "23rd." and "thro" as
"this"]

[Inscription for Louisa Halstead,
Poters Halstead, and Phoebe Hal-
stead on same marker]

[Inscriptions for Louisa
Halstead, ilenty Halstead, and
Phoebe ilalstead on same marker)

[Inscriptions for Peters Halstead
Phoebe Halstead and Henry Halstead

on same marker]



Halstead, Phoebe

PHOERE HALSTEAD

Bomn
Sept. 4, 1822, [Inscriptions for Henry Halstead,
Died Louisa Halstead and Peters talstaad
Oct, 10, 1904 on same marker]

F. H. [on footstone]

Hammontree, Edith

EDITH E. HAMMONTREE
1892-1948

Henry, John*

[MDERNEATH this stone

Are deposited the Remains of

JOHK HENRY of Richmond in ¥iypinia.

A Citizen of America. Born at Fairview
near Castledawson in Irsland on I1 Nov.
1761 who departed this life on the 215t Aug.
1807. By his death his brother and sister
have to lament the loss of the most affec
tionate of Brothers. His Country....[7]
member of the Commonwealth and his....[?]
Acquaintance a much loved Friend.

This Stone was placed by [Partly illegible. Has a bronze
James Henry of Fairview a small plate giving inscription but there
tribute of Gratitude to....[7] are some departures from that showh
the most disinterested....({7] here as below]

On breonze marker:

INDERNEATH TIi1% STONE ARE DEPOQSITED THE REMAINS OF

JOAN HENRY QF RICHMOND IN VWIRGINIA. A CITIZEN OF AMERICA,
BORN AT FAIRVIEW NEAR CASTLEDAWSON IN- TRELAND ON 11

NOVEMEER 1761, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE ZIS8T AUGUST 1807,
BY HIS DEATH HIS BROTHER AND SISTER HAVE TO LAMENT THE LOS5
OF TIE MOST AFFECTIOWATE OF BROTHERS, HIS COUNTRY. ...

MEMBER OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND HIS....ACQUATNTANCE

A MUCH VALUED FRIEND.

TH15 5TUME WAS PLACE BY JOHN HEWRY OF FAIRVIEW
TRIBUTE QF CRATITURE TO THE MOST DISINTERESTED
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Howard, Frances M.

FRANCES M. HOWARD [In shape of cross with "FMS' 3t
WIFE OF center]

JOHM R. SHEILD TILL DEATH WL MEET [ at base of
BORMN AUGUST 18, 1837 CToss |

DIED SEPTEMBER 23, 1806 IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE OF [on

top of stone]
[footstone with small urn)

Jenkins, Earl Hemmdon

EARL HERNDON JEMKINS

MARCH 27, 18%4-APRIL 24, 1963

COLONEL tNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
UNITED STATES NAYAL ACADEMY CLASS 1916

E. K, [what seems to be a broken upright
footstone having initials. Rooted
out when hedge trees were pulled in
late June 1963 during clean-up of
adjacent Lot 42 by Mariomal Park

Service].
knight, Clara §.
CLARA S5, ENIGHT [footstone, a large plot marker
SEPT, 24, 1881 bears KNIGHT]

MAY 2. 1945.

Knight, John M.

JOHN M, KNIGHY
DEC. 2, 1877
JAN. 29, 1962

Knight, Virpinia Morris

VIRGINIA MORRIS
infant

daughter of

J. M. § CLARA M,
KNIGHT

Died

July Zist 15904
Aged 2 month

& bud on earth to
bloom in heaven.
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Krieger, Elizabeth

ELIZABLETH KHRIEGER
bern

Princes Anne Co Va
Feb, 12, 1815 —
Died at Yorktown Va
March 12, 1870 B

I know that my Redeemer liveth

Erected to the memory of

a devoted Wife and faithful friend
By her Hushand

G A Krieger

And her adopted Son.

H. Y. {7] 0. Heidman [?]

Lackey, Chloie 5.

CHLOIE S. LACKEY
SEPT, 25, 1862,
SEPT. 6, 1931

Lackey, Thomas

THOMAS LACKEY
DEC, 11, 1859
SEPT. 2, 19Z5.

La:nez Peter

BROTHER [across top edge of tomb]
PETER LANE

1854-1885

REMEMBERED

Macauly, Mrs. Helen Maxwell

MRS. HELEN MAXWELL
MACAULY

Uied in Williamsburg Ya.
Dec, 15, 1848

in her 86th year

Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall zee (od

J.M.M, [on footstone]
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JAMES McL.....
who Departe.....
Life Qctoher.....

Anno Daminii

Agad 42 Years
up right]

wm Throop, Norfolk

Mahon, Ernest, Jr.

M

— i,

Ma

ERNEST MAHON JR.

AN OF

ERWEST M.E. § NOAMI ‘D.
HOOVER

FEB. 26 to 27, 19533

ley, John Talbot*

JOHN TALBOT MANLEY
VIRGINIA

LCDR  USNR

WOELD WAR T1

JAN 26 15911 OCT 19 1961

rtiau, Elizebeth*

Here Lyeth interred ELIZA-

BETH Martjiau, deceased wife

of GEORGE HEAD Esqr. who

was born ye

in yo yeare of our Lord 1635
And deceased

1696 she being in ye 7lst veare
of her Age -

(Sce, also, George Read)

Metcer, Corbin Waller

AT REST

CORBIN WALLER MERCER
horn

April I, 1345

Died

Mow., 20, 1910.

"Blessed are the pure
in heart."

C.W.M, [on footstone]
78
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Mercer, William Nelson

[Wm., Nelson]*

OUR LITTLE DAUCHTER

CHILD OF CORBIN W. & FANNY
B. N. MERCER

BORN

SEPT, 22, 1888

DIED

APRIL 2, 1889

SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN
TQO COME UNTD ME.
J. H.BROWN § CO
NIGH'D [?7] VA
: *On top rounded edge of stone
K.X.M. {on footstone]

Melson, Elizaheth Pate

[a ¢cross and an N]
ELIZABETH PAGE NELSON
Daughter of

WILLIAM & CATHERINE
NELSON

OIED ALG. 106, 1518

At Hest
E.P.N. [on foptstone)

Nelson, Fanny Burwell

AT REST

FAMNMY BURWELL NELSON
Wife of

CORBIN WALLER MERCER
July 16, 1848

Jan, 12, 1832

F.B.N.M, fon footstonez)

Nelson, Catharine

In memory of
CATHARINA

Haughter of

Wm § Catharine
NELSON.

Born Aug. 11, 1835
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Died July 30, 1896
A;_RESt

C.N. [on footstcne)

Nelson, Catharine M.

CATHARINE M. NELSON
Beloved

Wife of

WILLIA NELSOM

Obt 4th Nov. 1840
AET 39 yrs,

Whose life was an evidence
of Whatsoever things are
pure whatspever things are
loved whatscever things are
of good report.

Nelson, Martha Eryan*

Darling Mother

SACRED

to the loved memory

of

MRS. MARTHA BRYAN
Second beloved Wife of
wm. Nelson of York
Born Qct. 7, 1818

Died Dct. 9, 1884

Acleep in Jesus
Until the day break and
the shadows flee away

Nelson, Mary B.

MARY B. NELSON
APRTL 30, 1830
JAN. 7, 1911

Blesscd are the dead
that die in the Lord.

M.3.N. [on footstone]
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Nelson, Thomas*

{arms ]
HIC JACET

5pe certa resurgendi an Christo
THOMAS NELSON generosus

Filius Hugonis & SARIAE NELSON

de Penrith in Comitatu Cumbriae

natus 20.Mo die Februarii Anno Domini
1677 Vitae bene gestae sinem implevit
MO gie Qgtbris 1745 Aetatis suea 68,

Translation:

[Here lies in certain hope of a resurrection in Christ
THGMAS NELSON, gentleman son of Huge and SARAH NELSON

of Penrith, in the ceunty of Cumberland

born February 20th, A. D. 1677, he well filled the fold of
a merry life died Octeober 7, 1745, aged 68 Years.]

[Along upper edge of right side of tomb: 'Sanders Qliver
[?} fecit Cannon Street Londen]

Nelson, Thomas*

[Arms]

GEN. THOMAS NELSON JR.

FATRIOT SOLDIER CHRISTIAN - GENTLEMAN
BORN DEC. 18 1738 DIED Jav 2 1788

MOVER OF THE RESOLUTION OF MAY 15, 1776
IN THE VIiRGINIA CONVENTION

INSTRUCTIKG HER DELEGATES IN CONGRESS

TO MOVE THAT BODY TO DECLARE THE CDLONIES
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES

SIGNER OF THE DECLARATION QF INDEPENDENCE
WAR GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA

COMMANDER OF VIRGINIAYS FORCES

HE GAVE ALL FOR LIBERTY [A maderm stone]

Nelson, wWilliam*

farms]

HERE LIES THE BODY QF THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM

NELSON ESQUIRL ,

LATE PRESIDENT OF HIS MAJESTY"S COUMNCIL IN THIS
DOMINION, 1IN WHOM THE LOVE OF MAN AND THC LOYE OF SOD
50 RESTHAINED AND ENFORCED EACH OTHER

AND S0 INVIGORATED THE MENTAL FOWERS IN GENERAL
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AS NOT ONLY TO DEFEND HIM EROM THE VICES AND FOLLIES
OF HIS COUNTRY BUT ALSO TO RENDER IT A MATTER

OF DIFFICULT DECISION IN WHAT PART OF LAIDABLE
CONDUCT HE MOST EXCELLED, WHETHER IN THE TENDER AND
ENDEARING ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF DOMESTIC LIFE

OF IN THE MORE ACTIVE DUTIES OF A WIDER CIRCUIT

AS A NEIGHBOR, A GENTLEMAN OR A MAGISTRATE

WHETHER IN TME GRACES OF HOSPITALITY, OR IN THE POSSESSTON
OF PIETY. READER IF YOU FEEL THE SPIRIT OF THAT

EXCELLENT ARDOUR WHICH ASPIRES TQ THE FELICITY

OF CONSCIOUS VIRTUE ANIMATED BY THOSE CONSOLATIONS

AND DEVINE ADMONITIONS, PERFORM THE

TASK AND EXPECT THE DISTINCTION OF THE

RIGHTEQUS MAN.
HE DIED THE 13th OF NOVEMBER, ANNCG DOMINI 1772.

AGED 61.

[An inseription cut on stone and mounted on/over the old worn
and faded ariginal inscription]

Nelzon, William

WILLTAM NELSON
Jan. 17, 1801.
March 24, 1845,

"Blassed are the dead
who die in the Lord"

W.N. [on footstone]

Welson, William, IV*

WILLIAM NELSON IV
BORN APRIL 25, 1545,
DIED SEPT. 10, 1877
CITIZEN, SOLDIER,
LAWYER, ENGINEER.

"ELESSED ARE THE DEAD
WHICH DIE IN THE LORD.™

Newman (infapt)
[decoration]
An infant sen of
Thos. & Mattie Newman

1882
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Mewman, Ada Fonerden

[Symbol]

FREDERICK COSEY NEWMAN
1834 - 1823

ADA FONERDEN NEWMAN
HIS WIFEC

1837 - 1918

PEACE

AELN. [on footstone]

Newman, Frederick Cosby

[Symbol] _
FREDERICK COSBY MEW.
1834 - 1882

ADA FONERDEN NEWMaAM
HIS WITLE

1837 -1618

FEACE
F.C.N. [on footstone]

Newman, Jessie Brown

[4# 1lamb decoration]
JESSIE BROWH

Infant sen of

Thos. £ Mattie Newman
Born Dec. 11, 1B77
Died May 7, 1880

J.B.N. [en footstane]

Newman, Martha W. {or Marthd 8.}

In the memory of

[decoration]

MARTHA W.

Wife of [Given on plot marker am 2~
Thomas Nelson Marfha S. Newman 1846-188% along
Born Jun &, 1346 © with Thomas Newman, &th, 1875-
Died March 6, 1882 1933 and Thomas Newman 1843-1502,

C.5.A.]
Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord
M.%W.N. [on footstone]

33




Newman, Mary

MARY NEWMAN
1860- 1930

Newman, Richard Wynne

RICHARL WYNNE NEWMAN
JULY 21, 1873.
APRIL 24, 1836.

Newman, Thomas*

HERE LIE

The mortazl Remains of
THOMAS REWMAN

Born March 2, 1795
Died Jany 25, 18K3
Aged 57 Years, 10 mo's
and 23 davs

Affectionate Regard
for the Memory of the
Deceased has prompted
the Erection of this
Memorial.

Newman, Thomas

THOMAS NEWMAN

1843 - 1902 [As given on plot marker aleng
with Thomas Newman, 6th (1875-1933},
C. 5. A and Martha $. Newman [1845-18827.]

Newman, Thomas (the &th)

[Woodman of the World Memorial [symbell]]
THOMAS NEWMAK 6TH .
'*' [Given on plot marker as '"Thos,
Newman 6th. L875-1933" along
with Thomas Newman (1843-1802)
and Martha S. Newman {(1846-1882}1]

Newman, William 1.

WILLIAM T. NEWMAN
1865- 1938
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Olcott, Mrs. §. M. W.

SACRED

T THE MEMGRY

QOF

Mrs. 9. M. W. OLCOTT
Born Nov. 17, 1B37
Died April 29, 1884

I shall be satisfied
when I awake with thy
likeness.

S.M.W.0. [on footstons]

Potter, Annieg E.

AT REST
ANNIE . POTTER
BORN
MARCH 20, 1850,
DIED

OCT. 28, 1907
A.E.P. [on footstone]

Potter, John 5.

[masonic emblem]
JOHN 5. POTTER
Boarn
Feh. 20
Died
March 28, 1897.

1826

r

[seal]
J.S5.P. [on footstone]

Read, George®

Here Lyeth intered Collel [Metal plate on tomb marker reads:
GEORGE READ Esqr. who "These Lodgers in memory of (olonel
was born ye 25th day October George Read and his wife Elizabeth
in ve yeare of our Lord 1608 " Martiau Read. Discovered while

and deceased Qctober 1674 excavating on Buckner Street, York-
he being in the 66th yr. of his town were restorced and preserved by
age their descendant Letitia Pate Evans

1931"]
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Bogers, Mrs. Sarah M,

SARAH M.

Baloved wife of

J. W. ROGERS.

Bomm in

Accomack, Co. va.
April 11, 1847,

Died in Yorktown, Va.
Oct. 12, 1895

"oh how sweet it will he in
that heautiful land,

S50 free from all

sorrow and pain;

With songs on our lips

and with harps in our hands
To meet with our Loxd

once again.”

[z seal]

5. M.R. [on foptstone]

Roesevelt, Phoebe B.

PHOEBE B. EROOSEVELT
AUG. 1, 1846,

DEC. 19, 1830,

AT REST

F.B.R. [on footstene]

RBoosevelt, Wilton C.

WILTON ., ROOSEVELT
SEPT. 4, 1846,

MARCH 19, 1930,

AT REST

W.C.R. [on footstone]

Rowelle, Lucy Berryman

MY SISTER

LUCY BERRYMAN ROWELLE
Died

May 16, 1911.

[Cne of two Small stones mounted
On & narrow concrete slab. ]




Rowelle, Mary 5Susan

OUR MOTHER
MARY SUSAN ROWELLE
Died

Jan, 3, 1873.

Sansum, Mary*

Here lieth interred the
Body of

MARY SANSUM

who departed this life

the 28th of October, 1785

Aged 28 [7] Years

Southall, George Washingten™*

IN MEMORY
aF

GEQRGE WASHINGTON SOUTHALL

A Distinguist Jurist
of Williamsburg

Born in York Town
January 1, 1810

Diaed in Baltimore
November 24, 13851

[One of two small stones mounted
on & narrow concrete slab.]

[Toemb has a small cast copy of the
inscription that is the same except
it pives '"lies" for "lieth" and "Aged
23 years' for "Aged 28 Years']

1his Monument is erected by his Sister

Sheild, Caroline Francis*

CARDLINE FRANCIS
SHIELD
BORN
SEPT. B, 1&%9&
DIED SAME DAY

Sheild, Catherine Morris*

[arms-""Strycker"]
CATHERINE MORRIS
SHEILD

BORN

FLEE. 10, 13386
DIEDR

MAR, 25, 1946

87
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Sheild, Conway Howard*

[Arms]

COMWAY HOBARD
SHEILD

BORN

MARCH 17, 1870
DIED

APRIL 28, 1528

Sheild, John G.

JOHN . SHEILD,
Died

Feb. 28, 1885

Aged 20 yrs.

He asked life of thee
And thou gavest him long life
even for ever

J.G.5. [on footstone]

sheild, Mary Stryker*

MARY STHRYKER

SHEILD
BORN
JULY 1, 1902 {on same marker with Carcline
DIED Francis Sheild]

SEPT, 4, 1902

sheild, Patty H. ([wife of Edward Mathews)

PATTY i. SHEILD
WIFE OF
EOWARD MATHERS
BORN
SEPT, 20, 1872
DIED
AUG. 5, 1907

P.il.M. [on footstone]

Shejld., Robert Archer*

ROBERT ARCHER
SHEILD

Infant
Aug. 23, 1936
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Son of
Conway H. Jr.
[
Elizabeth 5. Sheild

Sheild, R. H.

R. W, SHEILD
BORKN

IN YORKTOWN

JULY 24, 1R6S,

DIED AUC. 28, 1909

"SAVED BY GRACE."
R.W.5. [on footstone]

Strvker, Alice Pollard*

ALICE POLLARL STRYKER
1865 - 1957

Stryker, Mrs. Caroline A,

CARQLINE A.

wife of

HEXRY STRYKER
Born

March 14, 1840

Died May 11, 1914,

C.A. 5, [on footmarker]

Stryker, Henry

HENRY S$TRYKER
BORK

MARCH 2, 1838
DIED

MARCH 10, 1808

AT REST
H.5. [on footstone]

Stryker, Theodore Hubbard*

THEODORE HUBBARD STRYKER
EORN FCB. 13, 1860
DIED Nov. 11, 1914

29




"BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART
FOR THEY SHALL SEE GGD.“

Taylor, Nathaniel A,

[rese decoration]

IN MEMORY OF
NATHANTEL A. TAYLOR,
BORN

MARCH 19, 1832

DIED

AUGUST 13, 1887 {?]

We shall sleep, but not forever,

There will be a glorious dawn,

We shall meet to part, No, Never,

On the resurrection morn.
N.A.T. [on footstone}]

Taylor, Virginia Cary Curtis

[rose decoration]
IN MEMORY OF
VIRGINIA CARY
CURTIS TAYLOR
BOEM

Jan. 7, 1B33
DIED

Jan, 16, 1916

We shall sleep, but not forever,

There will be a gloricus dawn,

We shall meet to part, No, Never,

Cn the resurrection momm.

Templeman, Victoria V.

VICTORIA V. TEMPLEMAN
1871 - 1942

Tyler, Lucy Frances?

LUOCY FRANCES TYLER
BORN MARCH 30, 1837,
DIER AUGUST 17, 1915.

GBE KNOWETH HIS OWN FOR HE
GIVETH HIS BELOVED REST.

a0



¥an Antwerp, John Massol

JOHN MASSOL VAN ANTWERF
APR. 22, 1860 - Jan. 22, 1937

Vreeland, LEmmeline D.

EMMELINE D. VREELAND

JUNE 9, 1865
MAR, 6, 1951

Wakeficld, Ester Davis

ESTER DAVIS WAKEFIELD

"Thucky™ ]
Aug. 6, 1918
May 1, 1953

Walthall, Charles Archer

[Arms-"HWalthall®]
CHARLES ARCHER
WALTHALL

MAY 28, 1883

MAY 25, 1957

C.A.W. [on footstone]
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No.

Grace Church Today,

{Photograph by Douglas B. Green.)
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A billeting plan done by Alexander Berthier with the
French Army in Yorktown in 1781,

Note the T shaped Church (near, right center). He
shows the bottom of the T to the east whereas it
should be to the north. The outline in trapezoidal
form around it evidentliy denotes the then-church-
yard's brick wall,

(The plan is in the Berthier papers at Princeton
University.)
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A closer view of the Communion Silver
pictured on the cover. Dated [643, the
inscription reads, in cach lnstance,
"Hampton parrish in yorhe Couaty 1in
Verpinia."
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Ruins at Yorktown.




NO,

The Reverend C.J. Minnegerode who was a
key figure in the movement that rebullt
the Church within its old walls in 1548,

{From the ¥ort Monroc Casemate Muscunm
after a photograph loaned by Miss Elizabeth
Wright Weddell, Richmond, Va.)
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No.

13

Early in this century a belfry was added and ivy grew
well., Likely this was the general appearance about
the time of the Jamestown Exposition in 1907, The
chimney stack on the east end is gone through another
{not seen here) had been raised on the north side.
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Ma, 18 Where the west side of the north wing joined
the main body of the Church as seen during
architectural study in I047 -
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