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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Obsidian Cliff Kiosk nomination is a portion of the multiple respurce nomination.
for Yellowstone National Park. The kiosk is set against a cliff on the west side of
the Grand Loop Road approximately 12 miles sputh of the Mammoth Hot Springs Headquarters
area and just to the north of Beaver Lake,

The kiosk is approximately 16" x 6'. The clustered piers are constructed of large
balsaltic stone blocks formed into columns, The wood shingle roof covers the exhibit
panel which is mounted in cast aluminum with no glass covering, The kiosk's original
exhibits were behind plate glass. The woof has exposed 8' log rafters and 9' verge
logs. Stone paving surrounds the kiosk.  The structure was built fn 1931 although -

the exhibit panel is of more recent years,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ) )
The Obsidian C1iff Kiosk is significant for fts outstanding representation of "indivi-
duality achieved by the use of a material which is a phenomenon of the immediate
environs" and because it is the first wayside exhibit built In the National Park Sygtém..
The "open air museum-in-miniature" aids the public in understanding and enjoying the
natural aspects of the nearby Obsidian: Cliff, a mountain of volcanic glass which

extends for approximately 2 miles,

This exhibit was one of the many significant

innovations in interpretation made by Carl Russell, which are widely reflected today in

how parks are Interpreted and in how they are experienced by visitors.

Good, p. 176.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION :
The Obsidian Cliff Kiosk is on the west side of the Grand Loop Road 12 miles south of the

Mammoth Hot Springs Administrative Area. The kiosk is approximately 25 feet off the
Grand Loop Road. The nominated area is 26% x 36! or less than an acre,
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