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INTRODUCTION 
This Level I Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLl-I), or Landscape Reconnaissance Survey, identifies 
existing and needed information for the South Entrance Area's potential cultural landscape(s). Researching 
all readily available secondary source material and documenting existing conditions yields an initial 
evaluation of the significance and character of the landscape(s). During the development of this Level I 
CLI, the park archives were closed. Therefore, only few readily available secondary sources were used. 

Recommendations for Further Study: 
In order to determine eligibility of any component landscapes within the study area, from any period, it will 
be necessary to further evaluate the South Area through a more in-depth Level II Cultural Landscape 
Inventory (CLI-11). The following component landscapes are recommended for further study: 

1. Historic Housing Area: Provides setting for rustic architecture style South Entrance Ranger 
Station (HS-0211) 

2. Mission '66: The NPS Mission '66 Context Theme Study, which is expected to be published 
this summer, should serve as the basis from which to evaluate the developed area at South 
Entrance to determine which components meet the criteria of a Mission '66 Historic District. 
The built legacy of the Mission 66 program includes not only visitor centers but also employee 
residences, comfort stations, maintenance facilities, road widening, entrance stations, 
concession developments, etc. The current contextual study will attempt to put the Mission 66 
program into a broader context, and will treat all types of development planned or built under 
the program. 

3. Boundary Landscape: Yellowstone National Park's boundary is delineated by landscape 
features such as historic trails, patrol cabins, boundary markings and, in some cases, a clearly 
defined edge of heavily forested area that is visible from satellite images. These landscape 
features can be inventoried through a CLI-11 at a later date. 

By Osman and Regula, 2004 
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INVENTORY UNIT SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 
The South Entrance Developed Area is located adjacent to the Park boundary on the west bank of the 
Snake River. This entrance is served by highway 89/287 leading to Yellowstone from the Jackson Hole 
country and the Togwotee Pass road from the east. 

The Snake River runs to the east of the South Entrance Road, highway 89/287 and flow north to south. 
The development is sited just within the southern boundary of Yellowstone National Park and is 
surrounded mostly by lodge pole pine forest on relatively level topography. Vegetation screens the 
development from the South Entrance road, Entrance station and the Yellowstone National Park boundary. 

The landscape at South Entrance chronicles the physical evolution of the developed area between the 
1920' s through the 1970s. The boundaries of the component cultural landscapes within the South Entrance 
developed area are shown on Figure 3. These include the South Entrance Road Historic District and the 
portion of the housing area which contains the South Entrance Ranger Station HS-0211. 

Known Historic Resources: 
The South Entrance Road Historic District (draft nomination underway): 
The South Entrance Road Historic District extends from the South Boundary of Yellowstone National Park 
to a point where it meets the Grand Loop at the West Thumb Junction. 

Under National Register Criteria A and C, this road is significant under areas of transportation, landscape 
architecture and architecture, during the periods between 1873-1941, and 1972. 

Other Buildin s and Structures: 
LCS Structures Year HS Number LCS Number Architectural 
Name Built Style 
South Entrance Ranger 

1941 HS-0211 #50982 NIA Station I Duplex Quarters 
Fire Cache 1934 HS-0215 #50984 Rustic 
Bunk House 1933-1942 HS-0216 #50985 NIA 
Horse Barn 1934 HS-0212 #50983 Rustic 
Women I Men's Outhouse 1948 HS-0693 NIA NIA 
Fire Cache 1949 HS- #5099i NIA 

By Osman and Regula, 2004 
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PHYSICAL HISTORY 
South Entrance Development 
Pre NPS 
In 1895, Army Captain Anderson roughed out a road from Lake Yellowstone to South. By the 1890's the 
first semblance of a road was built and a station was established south of the park at the confluence of 
Polecat Creek and Snake River. By the late 1890's tourists began to use the South Entrance. During the 
tum of the century the whole road was in "wretched condition and a disgrace to the government." Around 
this time the Patrol structure was moved to the junction of the YNP boundary and the Snake River, the 
current location of the South Entrance development. In 1909 the North and West entrances were the most 
popular and South Entrance road was being used mostly for military personnel in their travels to and from 
the Snake River Station. In 1914 a fire destroyed the entrance station. 

Early NPS 
In 1918 the National Park Service took over administration of the park. The South Entrance road was still 
not heavily traveled by tourists and was considered in fair condition. In the 1920's a two story duplex 
Ranger Station was constructed. Secretary of the Interior Franklin reaffirmed the Army Corps of 
Engineers philosophy toward road construction in the Park. In his statement of National Park policy, he 
addressed road construction specifically by calling for the harmonizing of roads, trails, buildings and other 
improvements with the landscape, and the employment of"trained engineers who either posses the 
knowledge of landscape architecture or have a proper appreciation of the aesthetic value of park lands." 

Ch rono oe:v 
Year Event Descr~tion 

1892-1902 Developed Early roadwork provided access to Yellowstone from the South 
Entrance 

1926 Engineered The NPS landscape architects and the Bureau of Public Roads 
worked closely together to improve park roads, including the 
South Entrance Road, so that they harmonized with natural 
features and surroundi~ landsc~e. 

1927 Reconstructed South Entrance Road 
1930s Reconstructed Bri<!g_es aloJ!g_ South Entrance Road 
1934 Snake River CCC Cam..E_ was created 
1940 In 1940, the Snake River Ranger Station burned, and was rebuilt 

soon after using the NPS policy of frame-constructed buildings 
instead oflog. Sometime in 1939, the NPS restricted the cutting of 
~rk trees for buildin_g_ construction. 

1941 Developed By 1941, the most southerly portion of the South Entrance Road 
had been improved to 22-foot width bituminous surface with 

_E!avel shoulders on an ori__g_inal!Y_g_raded 26-ffot shoulder width. 
1976 In 1976, some road reconstruction was done on the South 

Entrance Road, including widening some sections to 30 feet 
shoulder to shoulder. 

By Osman and Regula, 2004 
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HISTORIC ASTER P NS 
Historic master plans represent a comprehensive look at the park. The packages include maps 
which graphically illustrate the era and descnpllve narratives explain ng existing and proposed 
conditions. 
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Spatial Organization I Circulation/ Cluster Arrangement 
South Entrance, Administrative area; sits just inside the park boundary, and can be broken into 
"zones," with separate circulation systems. 

• Employee housing 
• Public area (entrance road, checking station, and picnic area) 

Contributing Features: 
• Development zones, both from the road and the park boundary 
• Separated zones of public I administrative use 
• S-curve road 
• Structures arranged linearly in relationship to the road 

Vegetation I Topography I Views and Vistas 
South Entrance development is oriented within a forest type of mature lodge pole pine (Pinus contorta) 
with an under story of small to medium large Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmanni) and subalpine fir 
(Abies lasiocarpa) seedlings and saplings. Intermittent meadows break up the largely forested landscape. 

Due to the relatively level topography to the west of the entrance road, vegetation is the only vertical relief. 

Development setbacks with vegetative buffers from the road are not only physical but screen audible and 
visual intrusions into and out of the development. 

The South Entrance Road, Historic District Nomination describes the importance of vegetation in 
maintaining a "Park like setting," this is described under "Criterion C" 

The Registration Requirements are the following: 
I) The road and its features should retain sufficient evidence of the design philosophy harmonizing with 

the environment as expressed and executed during the historic period. The elements of the philosophy 
are: 
g. The protection of trees, shrubs and other natural growths from destruction and damage-this 

provided undisturbed vegetation along the road, which offered a feeling of a natural setting 
2) The road must evoke a feeling that it is a park road and an image that it is distinctive from those found 

outside the boundary of the park. 
Contributing Features: · 

• Forested buffers i screens 

By Osman and Regula, 2004 
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