A SUGGRSTED PLAN FOR CONTROILING
DESTRUOTIVR BZARS

March 4, 1933

Horewith is sulmitted for spproval a plan or polisy to be
followed in controlling dsstxuctive bears during the 1933 season.

This poliocy is based on the policy that was outlined last
yoar, on statisties that were gathared during 19351 and 1932,
on suggestions from rangers who heve baon in the field, and on

pass experienss,

Obviously ths bear problem hingws on the number of bears and
the searcity of food, There have besn two factors in the past
three ysars whieh have made this problem more acute. <ne is
the inoreased number of bears dependent uwpon garbaze as a food,
“:1 meond, tha diminighing amowmt of garbage 4w to fewer
vieitors.

To mlance this conditlon and therody make it unnscessary
for the bears %0 mid muto omps and cadins in quest of food,
we have three couwrses oponi (1) Raducing the mumder of bears
dependent cn garbage, (2) Driving end exeluding bears from pop-
ulated areas, and (8’ Furnishing an additional supply of food.

The firfst is the most direct, surost, and cheapest method,
but the method that xequires the most care and the one that
draws the most eri t{dlma from the pudlic, For the prosent, us in
the past, we should dimpose of only thoss bears that are crippled
or in 111 health, and those bears that can be identified as being
dsatructive,

Various ssmas for {dmtifying can be employed, .The easiest
is by maxkings such as color, white markings on the breast, size,
dsformitiesn, etc, Yor bears that are not essily recognized by
natural markings & pyrene gun filled with a thin mixture of white
paint could be used, When $his sort of a bear is caught in the
aot of demaging property, he oould de spreyed with the paint.

This would meke identifioation cexrtain when condiitions wers favore
abla for the dispesal of that bear, In the past both means of
identitication have been used successfully.

Dispoaing of bears dy shipment to zoologlocsl institutimns
doesn't offer mich of an outles under present cond iyl ons, and is
not satisfactowry if sush an cutlet were possible.



the sumwr when dispossl is necoasary tho weather s so

% shipping bears is imprectical. Also these instituidons
bears that w» shouldn't eliminate; that is the healthy
nimals in perfest condition. It is the exception rather
mle to £ind this type of baar destructive, The dsmand
bears at tha present tims 1s not great; dus, I mippose,
present economic condition.
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The only other means of disposal is by killing. Vhen this
method is used care should bo.teksn that no killings are made
re they can be seen by visitors. OCo far we have been SUCOsSS-
in doing this.

Ef

The sscond m»thod, that of driving and exaluding bears from
populated areas is ons that will be oxpsnasive and will require
& numbor of years. GSeverel means for doing this have been suggested,
such as fenoces, heavy patrols, the use of dogs, the use of chemicals,
bear proof foed boxes, distributed through the cemp growmd,
regulations omlling for a mmall fine for anyons convigted of
fesding bears, removal of garbage twice daily,and propaganda
warning tonrists against the boara, The plan being to remove
all reascns for bears freguwsnting pooulated arszs, to lmep them
out and to0 make oxistence there so misarable for them that they
will not want to enter these sreas,

Of the above suggestions nll are worthy of considsration
with the possibles exesption of chamicals and dogs, In the past
two years experiments have becn conducted by using dogs und by
using chemicals. We found that the disturbance created by dogs
in o oamp ground eaused nearly as meany complaints ms 41d dsstructive
boars. So I would recommend that we use doga ocnly as & weans of
protecting.isolated construction camps. However at these points
where dogs cau be used we shonld do so, thereby eliminating the
nsosssity for dispoaing of bears that causs troubls in those
areas,

The results obtained by using chamicels last summer were not
satisfastory. Yor these expsriments the following chemicals were
used, samonia, oxesolis, creesots, lysol, carbon disulphide,
srosens and Shlerinated lime. The liquid chemicals were used
by spraying wish a pyrens gun and ths chlorimted lime by sprinkling
in the garbage eans and pita. OFf thess, only two were effective,
They were kerosene and chlorinated lime, and they were effoctive
to a linited extent only, ithon kerosens or lime were applied to
ths garbage in the dump ground cans, they had the effect of mmking
anything edibls distasteful for the bears. One odjection to thia
sort of treatment is that after the garbage has besn so treated
1t 1t unfit for use at ti bLsar feading platform, Also with kerosene
there i{s a fire hasand, JSpraying the bdears I think is fimpractiocal
bacsuse if a ehemical strong enuiugzn to temporarily hurt the bdear
is used it is likely to csume somo permanent injury, such as
blinding, Therefore I believe that chsmicals can be used possibdbly



to a limited extent but that thefr use is not to be recommended.
For referonce about these experiments there is a detailed report
in General Correspondsnce on Hoars dated Aumat 3), 1932,

The ounstrustion of fences, and other bear proof structures
can be carrisd on as mongy beocomes available and in those places
where such improvements are :ost needed., However this will take
s0 long that for the wext thrwe or four years we should not expest
any relisf by thiz sort of an arrangsasut,

In the meantime wo will have to patrel, as heavily as possible,
camp grounds and areas tha$ sre hothered by bears, This msthod,
however, can not ¥ weed indefinitely because it requires so many
men 0 xake an e#ffestive patrol that the expense incurred makes
it prohibitive,

I den't think that we could snforce a regulation requiring
& amall fine for feeding bears. We have so meny seemingly trivial
regulations now that are difficult to enforcs, such aa for nicking
flowers, defaeing formetions, etas,, that it would be unwiase to
add anokher for feseding bdears.

If money is availabls for making two collections of garbage
daily in the auto cemps, this could probably be done., But I don't
think tco much stress should be placed on this plan, The timo
used for these collections would prove to bo more eoffective if
spent in actuslly Ariving the hears from the ¢emp grounds.

Propeganda stresaing the danger in teeding Years should
bs continusd, This is probably tho reason that nersonal injuries
dropped from 73 in 1931 to 54 in 1932,

Trapping and hauling bears to other localities has proven to
be a waste of times, With a fow sxceptions the bears either returnsd
or ¢antinued their depredations in the districts to which thay
ware taken,

The third method, that of an additional food supply would
be oxpensive if the bears were fed all they would eat, Probably
the best and cheapest additional fuod supply would be oats
soaked with water, This was tried at Canyon last sumser and found
t0o be satistastoxy.

hen we have decided on the number of bears desireble for
sxhibiticon purpeses at the feeding grounds we might, if necessary,
furnish additional feed, But for tho present I think that this
will not be nesesmry.

I feel sure that no ons wthod will solve ocur bear problem.
It will require & ocorbination of &ll three mthoda., Thers is s
cartain part of the bear population that has been ascoustomed,
since cubhood, to frequoat auto ceamps, lodge cabins and lkitchen
doors dwring the touwrist ssesen, @ will have to gredud ly eliminate



tuis class of bdear by disposal, foraing thom to schangs their
habit znd by permitiinginone of the. younger bears to becoms
dependent on these areas as a plees for obtaining food, At the
samp tine, we ean teach the dsars that the feeding grounds are
the only places wise they can get garbage and octher artificial

*

We should continus gathering all data posaible in the fom
of reparts on dameges, injuries, disposals and the results of
different experiments as they sre triod,.

The following outline is suggested for bear control work
during the 1983 touriat ssasom:

I. Disposal
A, By shipment wdsn possidls
B. By killing when necossary.
l. Orippled, maimed and deorepit bhears.

B8, Diseaseld and parasitic bears.
3« Deastructive bears

II, Driving and exeluding dbears from populatad areas,

A, Yenoes, oconpounds, bear proof food boxes, and other

permanent improvemants
1, Toe bde econstruoted whan money is avallable and

wheIe nsceszary.

3, Chemicals,
1. To be used only to a limited sxtent,

Ce Doga.
: Teibs ussd only at isclated constructiom camps,

D. Hesavy Patrols.
1, To be umed as a sudbstitute for somsthing botter,

S. Propaganda warning visitors about the dearas.

1, To be continued.
2, Strict enforesment of the "MNo Feeding” rule by all

employees.
IXII, A food supply in addition to the normml amount of gardbags.

As To be furnished when it {s deamed necessary to maintain
an adegwmte number of bears at a feeding grounds

for display mrposcs.

IV, Continus gathering all records and statistics possible per-
taining to bear damages, injuries, ete.



V. Bear Feeding Grounds

A, Maintain only two bear fesding groundsj pamely, Canyon
and 01d Faithful.

B. Dispose of vll garbage by burning, with the exoeption of
that used at the two feed grounds,
fespactfully sudbmitéed,

Praneis D. IaNoue



