FannelVasaen

(

THE LIFE OF A COPPER PROSPECTOR
IN THE
NIZINA RIVER COUNTRY




As the nation’s principal conservation
agency, the Department of the Interior has
responsibility for most of our nationally
owned public lands and natural and cultural

resources. This includes fostering the wisest

use of our land and water resources, protecting
our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental

and cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and

providing for enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation.

The Cultural Resource Programs of the National Park Service have
responsibilities that include stewardship of historic buildings,
museum collections, archeological sites, cultural landscapes, oral
and written histories, and ethnographic resources.

Our mission is to identify, evaluate and preserve the cultural
resources of the park areas and to bring an understanding of these
resources to the public. Congress has mandated that we preserve
these resources because they are important components of our
national and personal identity.

Published by the United States Department
of the Interior through the Government Printing Office with the
assistance of Debra A. Mingeaud

National Park Service
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
Alaska Regional Office

NATIONAL
PARK

Tunnel Vision:
The Life of a Copper Prospector in the Nizina River Country
ISBN# 978-0-615-63546-0

2012

COVER: Foreground: Martin Radovan, self-portrait, ca.
1960s. Martin Radovan Private Collection.

Background: The Binocular Prospect, ca. 1979. Geneva-
Pacific collection, National Park Service.

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office
Internet: bookstore.gpo.gov Phone: toll free (866) 512-1800; DC area (202) 512-1800
Fax: (202) 512-2104 Mail: Stop IDCC, Washington, DC 20402-0001

ISBN 978-0-615-63546-0



Tunnel Vision



: THIS P GE‘ Marﬂn Radovan s '|l’0l| followed ihe narrow
. shelf running atop the greensione for over a mile.
Along the way, Martin faced numerous dangers,
' including. fallmg rocks and ice from above, and a.*
two fhousand foot drop descending to the unnamed
P gla;ier below. Courtesy of Jim Edwards.
. RIGHT: BMuI}l‘of copper stains at Binocular. Genqva-
ﬂﬁﬁ" lecﬂoh tguﬂonal Park Service.




The Life of a Copper Prospector

in the Nizina River Country

Katherine Ringsmuth
The National Park Service
2012



Radovan's Cache.
Sketch by Nichole Mikesh,

National Park Service, 2007.




Table of Contents

AckoowlodQUBEEIRE 1 oreineitaeiarismitamsaseises s ssestimeiinsyisshrierivs o s e e it ix

Remembering Martin:

Foreword by Jim EQWaBE....civsivosvissprinatsassiisinssntorstsgassestibieiaseisssrasimpissnsserirasiss XV
A Life Lived in the “Land of Hope,” an Introduction.......cc.cecesuesuessessesussssssssssenes xvii
Marion Radovanovich Comes to America, 1900-1911....cccceeerernnneenencsscsssssesssesesssns |

Augusta Louise Iverson:

From Norway to the Pacific Northwest, 1879-1911......cccccvvrursnssensunssnssessusssessessasn 9
Gold, Copper, and Love:

Life in Early Blackburn and McCarthy, 1912-1919...c.cccviiniisnnsunsunsessessessassesassasens 19
Martin and Augusta at Dan Creek, 1920-1931.....c.ccovniirunsnessnssensanssessessusssesssssenas 25
The Prospector and the Impossible Prospect at Glacier Creek, 1929-1944............ 39
The Lone Prospector:

Life afver “Gussie;” DIME-T8Y .. iioivisominssmimvibbsdrborss oyt issiritts pheisssinss 53
Business Deals and Family Reunions, 1951-1969......c.cceccvninnunssunssenssenssaesnssnssnene 65
The Making of a Legend:

Martin’s Final Years in the Nizina Country, 1970-1975.....cccccivuinrinssesssessnncsnsssesnns 81
Tunnel Vision:

A Prospector’s LEBACY iiiiiinmsionsussssinssinsrssemsssisiressrsinomsisssnss nisiasstnssessnirass 93
POBERTTIPE covervorsisnonsssiostsbsessimssiomsnrtesshssborsnsstsonsassomhiash osssansesnssssinhossibRIREIPE PRI SRS 102
Afterword:

By NPS Historian Logan HOVIS ..coussssesssvesssasssscsssmnnsssssassensssssrsossssssssssessssrssss 103
Works Citedl ....neiitinimmiiibmmsinsseisaineteiiesita i st iis s s Bt sosateasis 104

IR o et St e e e d e e i b e e e 110



[ 4

- %
»

-

N x
B 8
AR
>
2Y N

-~

“’:

g %
»

Ice, \2
o
e

s AR

B
L B

e )

landscape.
.

™

1

L2 2

AR ™

A PN

-y

S

erreira, National Park Servi
W

*que the Nizina Count
-I"Q:

‘ 3
3

o

nd rivers's
bySamson F

Mountain
Photogra
i §

Wk ka

37 & fgn

-

.

L 28

WM_
\f
3

¥ “ v
P < P s . "
AT

- B 2s

SN

+ —cr G e g




Binocular is a secret, and mystery, to all
but one man and I am that man!

~Martin Radovan
Martin's Dream, circa 1973
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at Radovan Gulch maintained historical integrity, and were historically significant on a local level. But this
story went far beyond compliance. Together, the historic properties, placed in context by numerous historic
records, formed a remarkable time capsule of the enduring life and work of copper prospector, Martin
Radovan. Tunnel Vision: the Life of a Copper Prospector in the Nizina River Country tells his story.
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ABOVE: Jim Edwards at Radovan Gulch in what Martin called the “coyote hole,” circa 1961. Courtesy
of Jim Edwards.
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NPS Historian Logan Hovis at Kennecott. Photograph by Katherine Ringsmuth, National Park Service, 2010.

X1






%ng carecd all R
%/4’””'7 Shris ocrrs 4%% sl oltnrinss,







Remembering Martin:
Foreword by Jim Edwards

IN GETTING TO KNOW VARIOUS PEOPLE THROUGH MY LIFE, those who most left me with a lasting feeling
of “WOW, that was a great experience” were those who had lived or achieved something really special.
Money or popularity had nothing to do with it. Ifa person’s main focus was to accumulate wealth, my respect

and interest dropped rapidly.

In my list of memorable life experiences, my friendship with Martin Radovan is near the top. For two
summers (1955 and 1956) I worked for Bear Creek Mining, a subsidiary of Kennecott, exploring for

new mineral deposits. I and a geologist worked for two summers from Martin’s camp at Glacier Creek.
Then, flying out to see Martin at Radovan Gulch over the next decade, I got to appreciate his mostly solo
achievements. A particularly innovative achievement that stands out in my mind was how Martin, in order
to access his cabin, built a hand-tram across Glacier Creek, tightening the cable by himself using only a pit,

boulders, and gravity.

Another memory of Martin was his work at an extremely dangerous area in the gulch—a sixty degree chute,
4,000-feet high, where falling rocks and snowslides were commonplace. Near the bottom of the chute, a
season of snow fall and melt had formed a treacherous bergschrund—a deep crevasse that if one fell in, it
would be nearly impossible to get out. One day while prospecting in the area, Martin found a significant

ore sample at a difficult place in the slide. Aware of the darkening skies, Martin, instead of taking the long
way back to camp, deliberately slid down the last 100 feet of the 4,000-foot chute and with mounting speed,
JUMPED the bergschrund! Although he cleared the crevasse, his momentum caused him to tumble head over
heels and he lost the sample. Martin spent the rest of his life looking for the spot he found that sample.

This feat was especially impressive to me later, when I, myself, had to cross the bergschrund at Martin’s site
in 1955 and 1956. Not only was getting to Martin’s tunnels dangerous, but we worked in the old way, with a

ABOVE: Jim Edwards and Norman Lutz surveying Radovan Gulch for the Bear Creek Mining Co. in
1955. Note the 4,000 ft. chute in the background. Courtesy of Jim Edwards.
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Foreword: Remembering Martin

“single-jack” and rock point, and dynamite. During this summer’s work, geologist Norm Lutz actually mapped the
largest of Martin’s sixteen tunnels to scale. It measured 125 feet of length. While working in that tunnel you had to
be careful to get out of the hole before lighting the fuse, or you become a bullet. Morcover, the entry hole (called a
coyote hole by Martin) usually closed itself up during your time in it, due to frequent slides of yet more snow.

In the summer months, I worked my way along the contact, and climbed up to the “Binocular Prospect,” just as
Martin first accomplished in 1929. When geologists arrived to inspect the site, Martin made numerous climbs
to the prospect with supplies for their safety. These top geologist climbers, however, refused to ascend Binocular,
despite having modern cleated boots and pitoned rope hand holds, put there by Martin. Working my way along
that ten-inch wide ledge of loose rock, half way up a 4000-foot cliff, gave me much admiration for Martin,

who climbed the trail in his old rubber shoe-pacs. Once, after several trips, I noticed, perched on top of a 15-foot
high slab of vertical rock, a full sized cotton mattress, where Martin may have slept while working this site. Don’t
roll around in your sleep, ha!

That first spring I worked at Radovan Gulch, I lived at Martin’s camp. Martin would fix breakfast for us 25 year
olds. A day’s work started with a four-mile climb to the base of the slide on snowshoes. Then we climbed on foot
the additional 500 feet, (a total of about 2500 feet of altitude gain) up to the sixty degree slide against a descending
breeze of -30 degree F, and pumped up a gas stove for coffee to warm up. Martin put away the breakfast dishes,
prepared a meal for evening, and then climbed up and joined us to continue his tunnel work. Martin was 75 years
old. By the time I had reached 75 years of age, I fully appreciated Martin’s determination. But at the time, Martin
didn’t view his work as somehow extraordinary. He simply considered his work in the gulch the normal course of

his life.

Over the years, seeing the warmth in his eyes as he showed me pictures of feeding the birds and his “Bootsie,” a fox
that took up residence with Martin in his cabin, and his sadness when he (rarely) mentioned his life with Augusta,
gave me a clear view of this truly exceptional person I had come to know. Even though Martin never got rich, he
had truly achieved something special in his life. Yes, my friendship with Martin Radovan stands out as a “WOW?”
experience, and is a reason to never forget him.

Jim Edwards
McCarthy, Alaska
July 27,2011
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. Jim Edwards at his home in McCarthy, Alaska. Photograph by Katherine
XV1 Ringsmuth, National Park Service, 2010.
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A Life Lived in the “Land of Hope'’:
An Introduction

Mountains, on all sides of me. Although I never saw big mountains before, they would always come
to me in my dreams.
~Martin Radovan
Martin’s Dream

IN A 1912 ARTICLE FOR Scribner’s Magazine, Dora Keen, the first mountaineer to ascend Mount Blackburn,
described the Alaskan prospectors she had encountered while visiting the Nizina country the previous year.
“His motto is ‘Never stuck...” she wrote, “..His is the land of hope. He is always ‘going to make a strike next
year, sure, therefore always ready to endure and to smile, whatever happens.” Had she met Martin Radovan,
she would have described the prospector and his unyielding faith in his prospects perfectly. Martin came to
Alaska following a dream: “Arriving in New York, then step by step to Alaska...,” recalled an aging Martin,
“...I came half way round the world to the mountains of my dreams.” Whether crossing oceans and continents,
surmounting glaciers and cliffs, or befrieﬁding the local wildlife, Martin Radovan never doubted there was
copper to be found deep within the mountains of the Nizina River Country, a place that, after a lifetime of
prospecting, became his “land of hope.”

Martin spent his entire adult life searching for copper in the Nizina Mining District in the Chitina copper
belt, located in the shadow of the Wrangell Mountains in eastern Alaska. The saga of copper and its pursuit by
humans is, of course, far-reaching and ancient. With the advent of metallurgy five thousand years ago, people
began to alloy copper with tin, thus initiating one of the major “ages” of human history—the Bronze Age. The
Roman discovery of a new copper alloy, brass, caused the productivity of coppersmiths to soar throughout
antiquity. During the Renaissance, notable sculptors worked with bronze, and painters commonly used thin
sheets of copper as their canvases. It is well known that Watt’s steam engine, which ushered in the Industrial
Revolution, depended largely on iron and coal. Yet copper also helped pave the road to modernity with

ABOVE: Nikolai Butte at Dan Creek, date unknown. Photograph by Martin Radovan. Martin Radovan
Private Collection.
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attributes such as durability and resistance to corrosion, which made it the choice metal for steam pipes, plumbing,
automobile radiators, and other heat exchange devices. The Statue of Liberty, dedicated to the United States by
France in 1886, is made of copper. But it was Edison’s invention of the incandescent light bulb in 1879 and the
subsequent development of electrical power that revolutionized the global demand for copper.

Alaska Natives of the Wrangell Mountains had long used the copper found in their streams, fashioning the nuggets
into arrowheads, cooking utensils, and knives. Copper was an important article of trade, with intertribal commerce
extending as far south as the Queen Charlotte Islands in Canada. Coastal Natives told early explorers that the copper
had come from a rugged inland area to the north. Tales of a “copper mountain” provoked tall tales among the carly
traders and pioneers, but no real attempt was made to find the deposits until Lt. Henry Allen’s expedition in 1885.”
While his party was exploring the Chitina River region, Allen sought a meeting with Chief Nicolai, the head chief of
the Copper River Ahtna, at his hunting camp on Dan Creck. Allen and his men were starving. In order to save his
troops, Allen sought assistance from the local Native people. Nicolai gave Allen a portion of his people’s meager food
and provisions, and thus rescued the expedition.” Nicolai also showed Allen the Ahtnas’ copper utensils and knives,
and may even have shown Allen the source of the native copper—Nicolai’s famed “Copper Mine.™

o |

B lenet by

Annual flooding of the Copper River often washed out the Copper River & Northwest Railway at Chitina,
Alaska between 1911 and 1938. Courtesy of Emily Aiken Campbell.

Fourteen years after the Nicolai meeting at Dan Creek, William S. Abercrombie was sent into the region to
construct a safe military trail into the interior in order to support the increasing numbers of miners heading for the
Klondike. Abercrombie blazed a rugged new trail from Valdez through the mountains over Thompson Pass and
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made the headwaters of the Copper River relatively accessible for the first time. Not surprisingly, a procession of
prospectors came in the wake of federal road-building, and as historian M. J. Kirchhoff writes, “The legend of Lt.
Henry Allen’s Nikolai Mine was vivid in their minds.”

The rising economic interest in copper prompted Abercrombie to send Oscar Rohn up the Chitina River also in
the summer of 1899. While struggling up the Chitina, Rohn came across the camp of a prospector named James
McCarthy. McCarthy lent Rohn some of his surplus horses and supplies, and, in return, Rohn named a creck
farther up the river for McCarthy. He also named the nearby glacier after Robert Kennicott, an early Alaskan
explorer. Rohn was the first explorer to describe in detail the McCarthy and Kennicott area. He recorded
geological formations, noted the mineralization in the area, and wrote that he had found slivers of copper ore called
“copper floats” in the gravel of McCarthy Creek.

Rohn’s investigations laid the foundation for many subsequent geological surveys and mineral discoveries in the
Nizina district. Like previous government expeditions, Rohn benefitted from the company of prospectors and
Natives, who already had acquired working knowledge of routes and conditions found in the Nizina country, as

Xix
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A Life Lived in the “Land of Hope'’
An Introduction

well as locations of gold-bearing placers and copper-bearing lodes. Rohn made his findings public in 1899. A year
later, prospectors Clarence Warner and Jack Smith discovered Kennecott’s” world-famous Bonanza copper deposit
along a depositional contact zone, where the light-gray marine rocks of the Chitistone Limestone cap the distinctive
maroon-colored slopes of the Nikolai Greenstone, a formation that dominates much of the visual landscape south
of the Wrangell Mountains. It seemed that Martin Radovan picked a good time to begin his story as a copper
prospector in the Nizina River Country.

In pursuit of a dream, nineteen-year-old Martin Radovan departed his home town of Zrnovo, Croatia, an Austrian
province of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, for the United States in 1900, the same year of the Bonanza strike a
half a world away. When he arrived at Ellis Island, his surname, “Radovanovich,” was changed to “Radovan.” He
gained railroad experience in New Jersey and in California, but after the 1906 earthquake that leveled much of
San Francisco, Martin moved to Seattle. It was in the Pacific Northwest where Martin learned of a railway being
constructed into the Interior of Alaska by J. P. Morgan and the Guggenheim family.

T T T
F ’ L)

e '*Qm‘» . e

J.P. Morgan and the Guggenheims provided the financial backing for the Kennecott Copper Company.
Together they formed the Alaska Syndicate, which developed Kennecott's copper lodes, constructed the
mill to process the ore, and built the Copper River & Northwestern Railway from Cordova to McCarthy.
Courtesy of Jim Edwards.

The two titans of American business—].P. Morgan and the Guggenheim brothers—were drawn to Alaska for

one simple reason. By the early twentieth century, copper was the coveted metal made increasingly valuable by
America’s desire for electric power. With such influence and corporate power looming, claim to the Bonanza lode
failed to remain in the hands of Warner and Smith. Through the wheeling and dealing efforts of Stephen Birch,
mining claims were consolidated with the formation of the Kennecott Copper Company in 1906. Soon thereafter,
Morgan and the Guggenheims, along with on-the-ground oversight by Birch, began development of the copper
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lodes. They built a mill to process the ore, and commenced construction of the Copper River & Northwestern (CR
& N'W) Railway, the means by which these captains of industry would send their valuable copper from the heart of
the rugged Wrangell Mountains to an insatiable outside market.

Martin arrived at the coastal terminus town of Cordova in 1908. Putting his railroad skills to good use, he quickly
found work building the CR & N'W Railway. After its completion in 1911, Martin took a job with a hydraulic
mining company at Dan Creek, south of present day McCarthy, and began to prospect nearby crecks and benches
for gold on his own. In the 1920s, Martin was attracted by a green-stained outcropping in a glacial cirque on
Glacier Creek, a tributary of the Chitistone River. The presence of surface erosion indicated the leaching of copper.
The prospect of copper, combined with the rich Bonanza Ridge discoveries, convinced Martin—and others—that
a massive copper deposit lay deep within the weathering cliffs of the Chitistone Limestone, overlaying the rimming

peaks of the gulch.

The geologic story of the Wrangell Mountains’ greenstone and limestone deposits is fascinating in its own right.
Both deposits originated thousands of miles away from Alaska, somewhere near the earth’s equator.” However,
they were made from entirely different geologic processes. The Nikolai Greenstone consists of basalts deposited
by ancient lava flows approximately 250 to 200 million years ago during a period known as the Triassic. The
Chitistone Limestone, on the other hand, was created by an evaporated oceanic tidal flat, forming about that same
time. Geologists believe that the source of the rich ore deposits at the famed Kennecott mines was the Nikolai
Greenstone. How copper was actually placed into the greenstone basalts remained a mystery for years.

The scientific community has known for a long time that copper is a basic building block of the universe, one of
the ninety-two atomic elements which occur naturally on earth and from which all other substances are made.”
However, a majority of scientists have come to agree in recent decades that most of the galaxy’s copper was slowly
fused in “supergiants,” the biggest stars in the universe."” Both of the metals Martin sought in the Nizina district—
gold and copper—were products of massive stars. The placer gold at Dan Creck and elsewhere was originally
created during the intensely bright explosive moment in a dying star. But the copper of the Bonanza Ridge lodes
and outcrops at Binocular, and in fact all the copper on earth, was forged over the course of millions of years in
massive interstellar furnaces.!!

The copper landscape of Wrangell Mountain was shaped millions of years ago when northward drifting tectonic
plates containing alien rock collided and, slowly and incrementally, extended the ancient North American
continental margin. Such geological forces built a mountain chain and, in the process, brought molten rock magma
containing copper much closer to the surface. Water from the surface percolated down into the earth, dissolving the
copper minerals from the magma. This superheated mineral-laden water was then driven back towards the surface,
where it gradually worked its way into cracks and fissures in the rock above. When the water cooled, chalcocite,
chalcopyrite, and other minerals were left behind, forming easily recognizable veins of minerals.'

Geologists believe that after the Chitistone Limestone was deposited millions of years ago, part of the copper ore
was leached out of the Nikolai Greenstone by superheated water and deposited in favorable places in both the
greenstone and the limestone."” Being more fractured, the limestone became the host to larger and richer deposits
than the greenstone. This meant that, at the turn of the century when such deposits were being discovered, the US.
Geological Survey (USGS) advised prospectors to look for copper veins in the so-called “contact zone,” where the
distinctly colored deposits meet."

Under the direction of the federal government, USGS had cultivated with private investors a new field known as
“economic geology.” This marked the end of geological pioneering in the Wrangell Mountains and instituted more
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systematic investigations of the region’s geological environment and mineral resources. As early as 1905, geologic
maps and reports of mining districts began to serve as treasure maps and “how-to” manuals for miners. Fred H.
Mofhit and his USGS colleagues who focused on the southern flank of the Wrangell Mountains recognized early
on that the copper was most likely found near the visually distinct greenstone/limestone contact and advised
prospectors to begin exploring there:

The most important conclusion bearing on the economic geology here presented is the fact that the copper-
ore bodies appear to occur chiefly along a system of cross fractures which are at approximately right angles
to the greenstone-limestone contact. These fractures occur along well-defined faults, at least one of which
has been traced for a long distance. This may apply to the entire Chitina district find and is worthy of
consideration by the prospector.

Once word of where to search got out, Martin Radovan, like nearly all the copper prospectors working the Nizina
district, began to scrutinize every accessible linear foot of the contact zone.

Martin’s early claim to fame came with his “conquest” of the Binocular Prospect, the copper-stained outcrop above
the greenstone-limestone contact on the face of a cliff overlooking a large, glacier-filled cirque on the south side of
the Glacier Creek drainage, a cirque that was later named Radovan Gulch. USGS experts had known about the
outcrop and had studied it—through binoculars—since the turn of the century. However, the vertical face of the
cirque wall and the location of the outcrop over 3,000 feet up prevented geologists from gaining detailed inspection
and sampling. By the mid-1920s, the Binocular outcrop had even perked the interests of the giant Kennecott
Copper Corporation, which at the time sought to extend its operational life by exploring for other mining
opportunities in the Nizina district. In 1929, the company took an option on a nearby prospect and that same year
sent European mountain climbers to try to reach Binocular. After a summer of attempts, these skillful climbers
failed to reach the contact and obtain samples for Kennecortt.

Martin, however, managed to do what the experts could not. He reached the outcrop by following a precipitous
route along the cliff wall and built a stair-step trail, only one-foot wide at places, toward the contact zone. Ata
point two hundred feet below the outcrop, he scaled the face of the cliff, using ropes and steel spikes driven into
the rock crevices. Martin staked some thirty claims over the next two years. Although Kennecott never optioned
or leased his claims, Martin nevertheless gained local respect and notoriety for besting the Kennecott Copper
Corporation and beating their hired expert climbers to the copper-stained outcrops, and, perhaps most important
of all, he became a local legend for his death-defying route that allowed him to access the Binocular Prospect in the

first place.

Supporting Martin in his early mining endeavors was his wife, Augusta Louise Iverson, a person of great significance
in Martin’s life. Somehow Martin—a prospector who spent more time in a tunnel than in town—caught the
attention of a Norwegian bookkeeper who worked at the Kennecott milltown. Martin and Augusta were married
by the Justice of the Peace in McCarthy in 1914. Moving seasonally between the cabin at Dan Creek and the camp
at Glacier Creek, she made a life with him in the Nizina country for three decades.

Augusta contributed to Martin’s legendary life in notable ways. Not only did Augusta assist Martin with his mining
ambitions, but when she was a child, Augusta’s family participated in a little-known Scandinavian migration to

the Hawaiian Islands in 1880. This reflected the experience of European immigrants who followed pathways to
America via the Pacific. Her personal reasons for coming to Alaska directly challenge outdated interpretations of
female pioneers who hesitantly moved West to follow the men in their lives—the so-called “reluctant pioneers.”

In McCarthy, Augusta socialized with important figures in the Woman’s Christian Temperance Movement. She
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One Destination, Seperate Paths

Martin & Augusta Travel to Alaska

San Francisco

Martin Radovan

===== Augusta Iverson

One Destination, Separate Paths. Map by Daniel Trepal, National Park Service.

was a bookkeeper at Kennecott, she was a notary and assistant postmistress at Dan Creek, and she was part of

the first generation of female jurors in Cordova; most significantly, Augusta’s experience in the Nizina district
provides insight into the social organization of mining societies. As defined by the reciprocal nature of their
marriage, Martin and Augusta’s relationship serves as a case study on the individual lives of men and women and the
history they made together. Like Martin, Augusta’s story has also contributed to local mythology, for the mystery
surrounding her death has continued to link her with Radovan Gulch, and interestingly, she may be the only
Radovan still there.

Augustas life was cut short in 1944 when she was sixty-five years old. But Martin, for the next thirty years,
continued his search for copper in the cirque which bears his name. Besides the Binocular Prospect, he discovered
and staked two others, Low-Contact and the Greenstone, and built a substantial camp on the banks of Glacier
Creck near the mouth of Radovan Gulch. Alone and unaided, Martin built a tram that allowed him to cross
Glacier Creek to his creekside camp. When he was not tunneling into the limestone, Martin passed time by feeding

XXV
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A chair found in Martin's cabin at Glacier Creek during a survey of the site in 2010. Photograph by
Daniel Trepal, National Park Service.

the local wildlife, an activity that brought him much comfort after “Gussie” died. In 1948, Martin filed twelve
claims at Radovan Gulch, many of which were named after things he cherished most: his pet fox “Boots,” the grey
jays he called “Ki-Ki” birds, a bear he called “Pongo Boy,” and his wife and partner of thirty years, “Augusta.”

By a twist of fate, Martin was reunited with his long-lost brother, Jack Radovich of Delano, California, in 1951.
Jack, a wealthy vineyard owner, flew to Glacier in hopes of reuniting with his brother, Martin, whom he had not
seen in fifty years. Jack wanted his sourdough brother to return with him to Delano, but the family reunion did not
deter Martin from his mining aspirations. As Martin recalled, “I had some good claims and was preparing for the
716 All too aware that he needed a company with the capital and technology to develop his prospects, Martin
remained at Glacier Creek, persistently working his claims and marketing the prospects to outside interests.

winter.

After a string of disappointing leases and business arrangements between the 1950s and the late 1960s, a geological
and geophysical exploration company, the Geneva-Pacific Corporation, purchased Martin’s prospects in the early
1970s, giving Martin hope that the Binocular Prospect would finally be mined and his life work validated. In 1974,
at age ninety-two, Martin left Alaska to spend time with his brother, Jack, in Delano. The following spring, Geneva-
Pacific’s professional geologists finally reached the Binocular Prospect using a helicopter. The geologists, awed by

Martin’s lifelong feats, took samples and returned to California. But before the company’s findings were reported,
Martin died.
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Martin's Glacier Creek Cabin in July, 2010. Photograph by Daniel Trepal, National Park Service.

Had any of his claims proved to be substantial at depth, Martin, or at least his extended family, would have been
rich. Of course, this was not to be Martin’s fate. Martin never found what he believed was a copper mountain at
Radovan Gulch. But what Martin did unearth over the years, after a lifetime of hard work, love, and undaunted
faith, is told in Zunnel Vision: The Life of a Copper Prospector in the Nizina River Country. Martin Radovan lived
and worked in the Nizina Mining District for nearly seventy years. His camp at Glacier Creck served as a staging
area for mineral exploration of the nearby gulch until the late 1970s. In many ways, Martin was one of the hundreds
of individuals whom National Park Service historian Geoffrey Bleakley calls “the forgotten prospectors,” those who
worked throughout the Wrangell Mountain region in the shadow of the corporate giant, the Kennecott Copper
Corporation."”

Still, unlike many of these so-called forgotten prospectors, Martin Radovan is unique because he stayed. He
therefore stands out from this group and establishes himself as a person significant in our past through his long
career and local notoriety as a daring and persistent prospector at Radovan Gulch. For residents of the Nizina
country, Martin is clearly a person “significant in THEIR past.” As a National Park Service archeologist remarked,
“the prospect and the prospector became part of the local legend.”**

XxXvii



Although Martin’s Glacier Creek camp is deteriorating at a rapid rate, the structures that remain reflect nearly a
half century of his presence there, and collectively, the camps, prospects, roads and trails, and artifacts left behind
continue to tell an amazing story of a prospector and his seventy-year relationship with a place. Together, the
historic properties form a remarkable time capsule of the life and times of a prospector in the Nizina Mining
District. Thus, instead of disappointment, Martin Radovan, the undaunted prospector, lived an important life—
always ready to endure and to smile—in a place that can only be described as his “land of hope.”

; v}‘;‘“. ¢

/"4“1" TIAS uf !
;A_A?w ackborn, Alaska, 16,140 feet high.” |
_——F3. Huntleréted thé postcard in 1911, the same
v ~year the CR&NW Railroad\was completed and.
Dora Keen attempted to'climb ihb'peak. (Image
expanded digitally to fit page.) SL




Marion Radovanovich Comes to America
1900-1911

Time to go, it must be admitted. At the thought of having to bid good-by, to all, and everything I ever
bad, hard for me, to leave home for the first time. We stood, and looked at one another, crying.

~Martin Radovan
Martin’s Dream

MARr10N"” FRANK RADOVANOVICH WAS BORN ON OCTOBER 13, 18822 IN ZRNOVO, CROATIA, an
Austrian province of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.”! Martin’s father, Marin Radovanovich, and his mother,
Jaka Segedin Radovanovich, were both from the island of Korcula, located off the Dalmatian Coast in the
Adriatic Sea.” At the age of eighteen, Martin immigrated to the United States to find work and allegedly to
avoid conscription into the Imperial Austrian Army.>* Years later, Martin recalled a story that illustrates the
influence his parents had on his decision to leave his Mediterranean island:

One day I asked my father how big is the world? He said, too big for you to think about. But how
bigis it? Iinsisted. Ifyoureally like to know, [said bis father] this Island is thirty miles long,
when you get to the end of it, that is the end for you, until you get to be a man, now get [ to be]
that man. The next day I asked mother, how big is the world mama? Very big my boy, there is no
end to it, if you start to walk today, and live to be a hundred years old, if you don’t use your head,
you get no place. But mom we don’t walk on our heads. 1know that son, but by using your head

you will save lots [of ] walking.**

A combination of romantic adventure, economic need, and the reality of war probably convinced Martin to
leave Korcula. He departed on “June first nineteen hundred” on what he described later as a very sad day.”s

ABOVE: Found among Martin's personal items was a lunch menu from the Alaska Steamship Company. On the
front cover of the menu is a photograph of Childs Glacier on which Martin scribbled, “Bridge Mile 49, /s mile up.”

Martin Radovan Private Collection.
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Commanding
Tuesday May 24, 1932
LUNCH
Green Onions and Radishes Spiced Beetsg Dill Pickle
Vermicelli Broth Nee! Bouillon
Broiled Sablefish Anchovy Butter

Grilied Luncheon Steak Bordelaise Sauce
Curried Veal with Rice
\“heal Pancake with Honey
Boiled Potatoes I'aked Southern Yams
COLD BUFFET

Prime Ribs of Beef with Horseradish
Corned Heet Blood Sausage

Roast Leg of Lamb Kippered Salmon
Potato Salad Served with Cold Buffet Orders
Cumberland Salad [talian Dressing
Grage Nut Custard Pudding Cream Sauce
Banana Cream Pie Lime Jel'O  Whipped C'ream Queen Cakes
Preserved Jears Fresh Fruit in Seasou
American Cottage or Pimento Cheese

Coffee Cocoa DPostum Butter Milk Fresh Milk
Black or Green Tea

ArRTHUR Pay~NE, Chief Steward
Envelopes for Mailing may be Obtained from Waiter

Please Refrain frm fmoking in the Dining Room
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Martin left his large extended family, boarded a boat, and steamed into New Jersey Harbor, arriving at Ellis Island
on July 1, 1900.* While passing into the United States, Martin’s name, like so many European immigrants, was
transliterated—“Radovanovich” was shortened to “Radovan.”

The young and hard-working Martin Radovan quickly found employment on the East Coast. He first worked for
the American Pencil Company in Hoboken, New Jersey, for two years; then he found a job on the Erie Railroad
Float Bridge as a night-crew foreman until he was laid oft due to an injury.” Martin later recalled, “On leaving my
home in Austria I was just a boy, young and awkward, bashful, from the country, with [my] mind slowly ripening in
its rough husk gathering gear...I moved from place to place, scouring knowledge in order to use it, and by using it
absolutely my own, [I gained] capacity for more.”**

Picking up occupational know-how and putting it to use appears to be precisely what Martin did in those early
years. The desire to learn more about the railroad business (presumably sparked while working on the Erie Railroad
Float Bridge, a float bridge that delivered rail cars to destinations in New York by barge) drew Martin across the
country to San Francisco, where he worked for the Southern Pacific Railway shops.”” Martin’s stay in California,
however, was brief. He was living across the bay in Oakland during the 1906 earthquake, which ignited a fire that
destroyed much of San Francisco.” Martin later recalled that he “could read the paper by the light of the fire in the
City.®! Martin told his niece, Katherine Cesare, that he “decided to leave San Francisco on the first boat he could
book passage...the boat was going to Seattle.”** Martin traveled first to Portland and then to Seattle via steamship.”

Apparently, Martin’s time in the Pacific Northwest was also short. He quickly put his railroad skills to good use
and, in 1907, decided in his words “to pursue advertisements he’'d seen to work on the Cordova and Northwestern

e S s el AR 2\ .

ABOVE: Building Railroad in Woods Canyon, Alaska, circa 1910. Courtesy of Geoff Bleakley, Copper Center, Alaska.
LEFT: Martin saved this lunch menu from the Alaska Steamship Company’s Alaska Line, perhaps as a souvenir
of a trip to Alaska in 1908. Martin Radovan Private Collection.
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Railroad in Alaska™* The pay
was advertised at $3 a day, much
more than he had ever made in his
life.*® Martin arrived at Cordova,
Alaska, on October 9, 1908, and
quickly found work for the Katalla
Company, the contractor building
the Copper River & Northwestern
Railway.** Celebrated as an
engineering feat, the railway line
cost nearly $25 million to build.
Supporting the line were two
American business giants: financier
J.P. Morgan and the Guggenheims,
a family of industrialists who made
its fortune in the mining and
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Railway work crews stack limestone, forming a foundation for the tracks at
Woods Canyon. This was typical work for Martin. Courtesy of Geoff Bleakley, o
Copper Center, Alaska. smelting industry.

Rousing the investment interests of Morgan and the Guggenheims were the lobbying efforts of Stephen Birch, a mining
engineer convinced of the economic potential of a copper ore deposit, aptly named Bonanza, discovered in the limestone
and greenstone contact near the Kennicott Glacier in 1901. Although mining engineers reported that the ore bodies

at Bonanza were extraordinarily rich, the claims lay two hundred miles from the coast, in some of the most rugged
terrain in Alaska. With only shoddy winter trails and impossible summer trails on which to travel and carry supplies, an
enormous amount of financial support was needed to develop the Bonanza deposit and make it profitable.’”

Initially, Birch had joined the thirteen-member party, known as the McClellan Group, who originally staked

the Bonanza claims. After seeing the ore deposit first hand, however, Birch began to buy out the individual
sharcholders, acting on behalf of Norman Schultz and Henry O. Havemeyer, sugar baron and Birch’s childhood
friend.*® Once Birch acquired the majority of the shares in the McClellan Party, he formed the Alaska Copper and
Coal Company in order to manage the claims on behalf of his backers. But after the potential worth of the mine
became public, Birch found himself in court, defending his legal title to the claims. In a gesture that reflected his
confidence for legal victory, as well as his belief in the prospect, Birch, while still in litigation, invested $400,000

in development work at Bonanza.”” In 1902, he built the first structure at the Kennecott Mill site, a log cabin at
National Creck, and broke a trail up the mountainside to the green outcropping.

But to fully develop Bonanza’s copper Birch’s investment only scratched the surface. Knowing he still needed to
raise enormous capital, Birch proceeded to lobby two of the biggest players in American business, J. P. Morgan and
the Guggenheims. Meanwhile, Birch’s Alaska Copper and Coal Company prevailed in the court of Alaskan judge
James Wickersham, defeating the law suits filed against him.*" In 1906, Birch won over his potential investors,
merging the financial interests of the J.P. Morgans with the mining and smelting interests of the Guggenheims.
Jointly, they formed the Alaska Syndicate, which acquired a 40 percent interest in the newly formed Kennecott
Copper Mines Company and made Birch the company manager.* Building a transportation system that could haul
building supplies and machinery to the mine site and copper ore out to national markets was the Syndicate’s first
priority.*

What made the Syndicate’s gamble on the Bonanza deposit worthwhile was America’s transition to electrical power,
which tremendously increased the market’s demand for copper by the end of the nineteenth century. In 1879,
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Thomas Edison perfected the long-lasting incandescent light bulb, an invention that revolutionized American

society and way of life.*

Historian Timothy J. LeCain notes that what was equally striking about the invention was

that Edison had to “plug it in,” for conducting electricity to Edison’s light bulb was heavy copper wire.*® From that
day on, copper was the metal of choice to serve the growing demands of national electrification.*

Once completed, the Syndicate’s CR & N'W Railway ferried in the rush of investors, developers, suppliers, and some
late-comer copper miners to the Nizina district. Spanning a distance of 192 miles from the site of the tremendous,
yet practically inaccessible, Bonanza deposit in the Wrangell Mountains to the coastal town of Cordova, the railway
overcame nearly impossible obstacles. Martin Radovan recalled that in order to get the ore to market, a railroad had
to “cross the mossy swamps of the broad river delta and pass for miles over the solid ice of the great coastal glaciers,

and then carve its way through the rocky cliffs of the lower canyon.”"

In four years, railroad crews chiseled roadbed

from sheer rock, laid track on a moving glacier, and bridged the immense Copper River.*® In 1911, Alfred H. Brooks,
head of the US. Geological Survey in Alaska, called the completion of the CR & N'W Railway “the most important
advance made in the history of Alaska transportation since steamboat service was established on the Yukon.”*

Thus, the relatively high prices of copper, coupled with the country’s so-called “copper famine,” justified the
enormous expense of over $35 million to develop the mine and transportation system. After two mis-starts, first at
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Valdez and then at Katella, construction of the railway began from the fishing town of Cordova in 1907. Martin
Radovan was one of the thousands of laborers hired to construct the railway and was witness to the growth of
Cordova, which in Martin’s words, “sprung up, like a flower, in May of 1908.”° Martin worked at a variety of
positions, and later told a reporter that he had learned bridge building and some engineering while working on the
railway. He labored for four years, long enough to see it completed in 1911.>' He even received a patent in 1914
on an invention that would have prevented a train accident that he once witnessed. The invention, according to
Martin, was a “plate placed at the ends of the ties designed to prevent the gapping caused by steel tracks laid in
summer that tended to contract in the winter.” Despite its practicality, the plate was never used.’

The U.S. Census found Martin working at the CR & N'W’s Woods Canyon railroad camp as a single laborer
in the spring of 1910. Martin was not always forthcoming about his Croatian/Austrian heritage. He told the
census recorder that his father came from France and mother from Bohemia.>® There is no record of a “Martin F.

Radovan” or “Radovanovich” passing through Ellis Island in 1900. He refused to declare his country of origin on
his World War I Draft Registration Card,” and in 1920, he lied again, telling a census taker that he and his father

J.P. Hubrick lived in McCarthy between 1916 and 1930. He was known for his panoramic photographs
of the Wrangell Mountains. This Hubrick postcard of the Kennicott Glacier was found among Martin's
personal items. Martin Radovan Private Collection.
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Martin and Augusta likely met at the Kennicott milltown where they were both employed at the same time.
Courtesy of Geoff Bleakley, Copper Center, Alaska.

were French.”> Miners and prospectors are by nature secretive, but motivating Martin’s dishonesty was probably the
social and political upheaval plaguing his homeland during the first decades of the twentieth century. In Bosnia
and Herzegovina, a neighboring Austrian province, a Bosnian Serb assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to
the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, in 1914. The assassination caused the Austro-Hungarian Empire to
declare war on Serbia, becoming the catalyst for the outbreak of World War I. If Martin did in fact leave his home
country to avoid conscription, then he would have indeed wanted to disassociate himself from the increasingly
hostile Austrian Empire.

Moreover, Martin probably lied about his place of birth to avoid discrimination by his current countrymen. It
makes sense that Martin would not want it known that he was from a country with which the United States was
about to go to war. Furthermore, Martin was part of a massive wave of immigrants to the United States understood
by many to be the “new immigrants,” because unlike earlier immigrants who came primarily from northern and
western Europe, the majority of these newcomers came from non-English speaking European countries, particularly
southern and eastern Europe. The perception existed among many Americans that the newly arriving immigrants
were somehow inferior to those who arrived earlier.

At the same time that Martin was making his way across the nation and to Alaska, an increasingly vocal group of
politicians and Nativists began to demand restrictions on the immigration of the newest arrivals. In an attempt to
preserve the ethnic character of the “old immigrants,” the federal government passed laws and regulations such as

the Chinese Exclusion Act and the Alien Contract Labor Law, and it instituted literacy tests. Such discriminatory
activities peaked between 1921, with the passage of the Quota Laws, and 1924, with the passage of the National
Origins Act. Thus, it is not surprising that Martin Radovan, a young immigrant from the Adriatic Coast, whose
name had once been Radovanovich, chose to conceal his southern European roots and remain, if possible, invisible.”®
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Augusta Loulse Iverson:
From Norway to the Pacific Northwest

1879-1911

Monday, 14 February: On the evening of this day, as fate would have it, we got to see land, Hawaii. The
promised land. ... We anchored right by a little town, but we could hardly see it because of the palms and
banana trees. Many natives came to look at us, and they probably thought we were some strange people.

~Nils Emil Aars, Beta passenger
Journal entry, February 14, 1881

MARTIN RADOVAN WAS NOT INVISIBLE TO EVERYONE. Somehow this brown-eyed, black-haired Croatian
with a muscular build caught the attention of a pretty Norwegian bookkeeper who worked at the Kennecott
mill town. Her name was Augusta Louise Iverson. Augusta’s father was Johan Alfred Iversen,*” the son of Iver
Tonnesen. Johan was a mason from Oslo, Norway, who married Thora Laurette Fredrikke, daughter of Lars
Nyrholm and also from Oslo, on October 31, 1879. Nine days before she married, Thora gave birth to a baby
girl at Fodselstiftelsen (The Birth Institution) in Oslo. Three day later, on October 26, Thea Augusta Lovise
was baptized. The family emigrated from Norway a year later.”®

Norway, in the late nineteenth century, was in the midst of a depression. Unemployment was widespread
throughout the country. The Iversons were most likely extremely poor and, in order to survive, joined other
Norwegians in a mass migration to America. But unlike most Scandinavians who sailed to America by way of
the Atlantic Coast, then traveled on to the Midwest, and for some, like Martin, the Pacific Coast, Augusta’s
family made it to the Pacific Northwest by way of a voyage to the Hawaiian Islands—a paid voyage that took
them half way around the world to work on a sugar plantation on the island of Maui.*

ABOVE: The bark Beta sailed from Norway to Hawaii in 1880 with 400 passengers, many of whom were
young families. Aboard were Johan and Thora Iverson with their infant daughter, Augusta. Courtesy of the
Scandinavian Club of Hawaii.



Augusta Loulse Iverson:
From Norway to the Pacific Northwest

To attract hard-working help, local newspapers in Drammen, Tidende, and other towns throughout Norway
printed the following message:

Contracts with those who will go to the Sandwich Islands, are drawn up and
signed on Wednesday, Sept 23, and the following days at the office of Hans P.
Faye, at Drammen from 11 to 3 oclock. The parties must be provided with
good recommendations, and attestations for good and faultless behavior. Parties
under obligation of military service, must bring release from service. Signature
[for minors must, to be valid, be confirmed by guardian. The conditions are now
regulated, and thus fixed: Laborers over 20 years, 9 dollars; under 20 years,
somewhat less, per month, with free board, or board-money and free lodging,
Jfamilies may bring two children with them. Free passage and board, which is
not to be worked out afterwards.

Saccharum officinarum,  On July 20, 1880, the Hawaii Bureau of Immigration authorized Captain Christian
sugar cane. lllustration L'Orange to sail four hundred Norwegian passengers, mostly young married couples,
Oy BOIR Cuget: Ko on a four-month journey across the North Atlantic, around Cape Horn into the

from Kohler's Medizinal-
Pflanzen, 1897. Pacific, and to the Hawaiian Islands.®

The bark Beta left Drammen, Norway, on October 27, 1880. According to the passenger list, Johan A. Iversen
embarked with his wife and infant.®’ The voyage was longand arduous. The Beza was outfitted with bread, crackers,
flour, salt-dried fish, a few live hogs, and fifty chickens—barely enough provisions for over four hundred passengers
and crew members for several months. The passengers endured everything from rough seas and fires to melancholy
and a bittersweet Christmas celebration as they passed Cape Horn. Nine children died of seasickness, malnutrition,
or accident. One couple lost two young sons within two weeks of each other, and in the midst of great suffering,

five babies were born.®?

141,1 183 Johan A. Iversen m husband
1412 184 w wife
1413 185 child 9/12

Detail: Beta passenger list showing the Iversen Family. Note the spelling of “Iversen” changes to “Iverson”
sometime after their arrival. Courtesy of the Scandinavian Club of Hawaii.

After four mouths at sea, the Beza eventually anchored at Ma’alaca Bay on the island of Maui on February 14, 1881.
To the Nordic passengers, central Maui was a foreign land. Although the laborers had been told “Hawaii was a
land where the climate was like a perpetual Norwegian summer,”® the island’s wide, flat plain was like “a Sahara

in miniature, a dreary expanse of sand and shifting sandhills”** Upon arrival, the Beza passengers were offloaded

at Maalaea Landing, where the planters divided them by lot. According to one witness, the planters lined up

the newly arrived and pinned numbers on them. Then, the planters drew corresponding numbers from an urn,
determining the plantations to which the Norwegians would be assigned. The witness’s account compared the
degrading experience to slavery:
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BARQUE BETA
e T : . ANCHOR N
FEBRUARY 18, 1€
SISTER SHIP MUS
ARRIVED IN HONOLULU
MAY 13, 1881. THEY BROUGHT
MORE THAN SIX HUNDRED
NORWEGIANS, SWEDES AND
DANES TO WORK IN THE SUC
CANE FIELDS AND MILLS O
HAWAIIAN KINGDOM. THE FIRST
AND ONLY MASS MIGRATION
OF SCANDINAVIANS TO
THESE ISLANDS. FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIFE
: : S— - OF THIS LAND, AS WELL AS
Mauwi ca. 1880. Image courtesy of the author. THOSE OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN
WHO PROCEEDED OR FOLLOWED,
OUR MAHALO AND ALOHA."

THE

~Inscription on p|\u1m' below

This brass plaque, placed by the Scandinavian Centennial Commission
near Ma'alaea Bay on February 14, 1981, commemorates the arrival of
the ship Beta and the first'Scandinavian immigrants to-Hawaii, who came
to work in the sugar cane fields in"February 1881. Photograph courtesy of
the author, 2012.
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“The 1876 Centennial Map of the Kingdom." The first major map published by the Hawaiian Government
Survey was prepared for the Hawaiian exhibit at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in the spring of
1876, just five year before the Scandinavians arrived at Maui in 1881. The map highlights the Islands’ main
topographical features, including towns, plantations, and volcanoes, for it was meant to promote the
Hawaiian Kingdom to potential investors. Image courtesy of the author.

On the 14 Februare’ 1881, we arrived after much suffering, to the Sandwich Islands, to a placed called
Lahaina...on the island of Maui. On board came Chr. Lorange, the slave traders’ mediator....The same

day we proceeded further, to a place...situated far from inhabited places. Here the trading should go on

and so it did. The following day, our salesman, went ashore and returned with two natives, and six

white planters. When they came on board, we were told that they were our owners....In the evening the

lottery of us helpless emigrants began, and went on for a day and a night....The following day we were
summoned up after nameleers [nomenclatures] and each received a thicket [sic], with different marks,

applied to the breast. Some of us received no arks. These were informed that they should go to another

island called Hawaii.® ! » I g

xj’
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workers after the Norwegian's departure at the termination of their contracts. Spreckelsville Sugar Plantation,
Maui. Painting by Joseph Dwight Strong, 1885, oil on canvas, private collection (Taito Co., Ltd., Tokyo).

The planters most likely assigned Johan Iversen to one of Castle and Cooke’s three sugar plantations: Paia,
Hamakuapoko, or Haiku, located in northeast Maui. Originally coming to the island as missionaries, Castle and
Cooke purchased the Haiku property from King Kamehameha IIT and, in 1862, erected a steam-powered mill
on the parcel. That year Castle and Cooke’s parcels produced a 260-ton sugar crop. By 1880, the first year the
company used Norwegian laborers, the parcels produced 2,600 tons of sugar.®

The company kept families together, so Thora and Augusta likely remained with Johan. The family lived in a house
unfamiliar to Scandinavians—a single walled structure of several rooms, minus glass windows, and built of rough
lumber. In addition, Maui’s abundance of guavas, figs, and mangoes offended the Norwegians bland taste buds.
Admittedly, the one-time hopeful northerners found the tropical plantation experience sobering and shocking.
Adding to the family’s anxiety about the future, Thora gave birth to a second child, a son, Charles John, born on
December 27, 1881.




Almost immediately, unrest and discontent appeared among the Scandinavian laborers. The
strangeness of Maui’s environment, coupled with contract disputes, caused the Norwegian
laborers to become unhappy with their living and work conditions. Accustomed to group
action and labor organization, the Scandinavians instigated one of the first labor strikes on
the island, which subsequently caused an international uproar between Norway and the
United States, their employers’ home country. As a result, the Iversons, as well as the other
Scandinavians, did not stay long, for the island kingdom was no paradise. Nor was it the

promised “perpetual Norwegian summer.”

Disgruntlement continued over issues such as food, flimsy housing, deductions in wages, and
unfair treatment of nonworking family members by the company. Because of the problems they
confronted in Hawaii, most of the Norwegian migrants left after three years when their contract

“Maui Brand Natural Cane
Sugar, Naturally Good
Since 1870.” Visitors canstill - expired, and they were replaced by laborers from the Azores, Japan, and the Philippines.*®
purchase Maui sugar at the

Alexander & Baldwin Sugar
v After 1884, the Iversons disappear from the historic record until they show up in Seattle,

Mill Museum at Pauunene,
Maui. Photograph courtesy ~ Washington, fifteen years later.”” Interestingly, nearly all sources—census and death records and

of the author, 2012. most telling, her diary—indicated that Augusta’s date of birth is October 22, but the year is often
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The Pioneer Square neighborhood in downtown Seattle as the Iverson family knew it at the turn of ‘rhe éen’rury.

From the brochure Seattle and the Orient (1900).
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listed as “about 1884” rather than 1879. In fact, 1879 never appears in records associated with the United States.
No documentation has been uncovered that explains why she would say otherwise. Perhaps Thora changed her
daughter’s birth date to cover up her illegitimacy. Or perhaps to match the year she entered the United States. No
naturalization records have been found for Augusta, and in 1880, when she traveled with her family to Hawaii as an
infant, the Sandwich Islands were governed as a kingdom—Hawaii was not annexed by the United States until 1898.
Until immigration or naturalization papers for Augusta are found, if they indeed exist, the likelihood of determining
the reason remains slim.

Further mysteries also remain. It is unclear when the family left Maui and when and where Johan Alfred left the
family, and presumably passed away. Perhaps he returned to Norway to raise money so that his family could follow.
Or, he intended to return to them somewhere in the Pacific, but became sick or died. Whatever the scenario, John
Alfred disappeared sometime before 1900 and his family never returned to the Old Country. After their experience
in Hawaii, it is likely the family looked to a much closer destination than Norway, one that was actively encouraging
the settlement of Scandinavian immigrants—the Pacific Northwest. As carly as 1876, the Scandinavian
Immigration and Aid Society had formed in Seattle, with the purpose of bringing Scandinavians to the Puget Sound
city. Over 12 percent of the Seattle population in 1900 was from Scandinavia or were children of Scandinavians.
About half were women, a majority of whom were classified as single.”

It is in the Scandinavian
hub of Seattle where the
historic record picked up
the Iverson’s trail.”! The
Polk Directory listed both
Augusta L. Iverson and her
brother, Charles J. Iverson,
in 1899. Augusta, who was
twenty at the time,”* was
living at a boarding house on
Lenora Street in downtown
Seattle. Charles, who was
eighteen, was living on First
Avenue and attending the
Acme Business College,
whose progressive motto

in 1899—“Learn to do by
doing”—perfectly reflected
the times.” The college,
located on the corner of
Second and Pike, initially
taught shorthand and typing,

but expanded its curriculum
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to include bookkeeping, “Acme Business College” Advertised in Polk’s Seattle Directory in 1900. (The Iverson
accounting, business law, family is listed on the same page.)

English, and mathematics.”

A year later it was Augusta’s turn to attend school. In 1900, she was enrolled at the college, while Charles, living

at an address on Second Avenue, worked as a fireman at a planing mill in north Seattle. Their mother, Thora,

described as a “widow” in 1910, lived at the same downtown address as Charles.” 15
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In 1900, the U.S. Census recorded a “nineteen-year-old” Augusta Iverson working as a nurse for the Trimble family
on Aloha Street on Lower Queen Anne Hill in Seattle.” The census, however, stated that this young woman came
from Minnesota and described her as “Swedish,” and not Norwegian. Moreover, the family’s nurse would have
likely been living at the family’s residence, rather than living in a boarding house downtown. Still, Queen Anne Hill
is not far from Lenora Street, a destination she could have accessed fairly easily using Seattle’s street car system.””
The Trimbles may have had little knowledge of Augusta’s family history and thus incorrectly assumed her ethnicity
and migration. Moreover, Augusta may have only worked at the Trimble household for a short time before the
census was counted. Although most young single Scandinavian women worked as domestic servants in Seattle at
this time, it is unclear if; in fact, the same Augusta Iverson, who eventually traveled to Alaska and married Martin
Radovan, worked as a nurse for a family on the aptly named Aloha Street in 1900.

Thora Iverson’s Seattle house,1937. The Office of the Secretary of State, Division of Archives and Records
Management, Puget Sound Regional Branch, Bellevue, Washington.

The search for Augusta’s story has numerous twists, unknowns, and dead ends. If Augusta was in fact this family’s
nurse, then she figured out a way to move beyond domestic servitude rather quickly. By the time she reached
Seattle, Augusta had broken ties with the country of her parents and had learned the basics of modern American
life. She spoke English and, being single, she understood what tools she needed in order to support herself. While
attending school, she obtained bookkeeping, typing, and accounting skills. Such expertise was advantageous in a
city where numerous jobs were opening to Scandinavians. Augusta’s aspirations for a better future reflected both
her native country’s value in education, while at the same time, her new country’s belief in independence and
self-reliance.”® Ten years later, Augusta, now entering her thirties, found employment as a bookkeeper at a local
Seattle ofhice. She lived with her mother in the southwest part of Seattle in a house on which Thora was paying a
mortgage.”” Thora made ends meet as a cook.’
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promotion of “Norway Day” or “Acme Business College Day,” her alma mater.*!
Maybe Seattle’s nearly five-month-long celebration of Alaska triggered an interest
in the North, but if Augusta had simply read the newspaper, Alaska would have
been on her mind.

Alaska and the development of its resources were central to the city’s growing
economy, but it also had become a focus of politics during the Roosevelt and
Taft administrations. Seattle’s own Richard A. Ballinger made headlines between
1906 and 1909, first as the Commissioner of the Central Land Office and then as

J‘E 9 the Secretary of the Interior, in his public battle with Louis Glavis and Chief Forester
A 7""(.5_}9(-> Gifford Pinchot over coal leases in Alaska.®?

The Alaska Yukon Pacific Underlying the public affair was Gifford Pinchot’s fear of a Morgan-Guggenheim
EXpOSiTiOﬂ (A-Y-P) took D|OC8 1 fAl k > l h h h . .

: g monopoly of Alaska’s coal, which the Syndicate intended to use to fuel the CR

in Seattle, at the University of i d d | | in Cord p i
Washington campus, in 1909. & N'W Railway and proposed coastal smelters in Cordova for Kennecott’s
Organized to commemorate copper. But because the federally controlled coal leases remained withdrawn

the Alaska gold rush, the World's and unavailable, the CR& N'W Railway shifted to the more expensive oil

Fair drew more than three million to fuel its locomotives.* The unavailable coal leases, coupled with a lack of

visitors. The A-Y-P Exposition not

e ; known copper reserves beyond Kennecott, led the Syndicate to reason that its
only revitalized interest in the

North, but served as a public plans to develop smelters in Alaska were fiscally unrealistic. To the chagrin of
relations opportunity for women, Cordova’s businessmen, the Syndicate shelved the plans. Instead, it sought a more
as emphasized by the Fair's economically sound plan to process Kennecott’s high-grade copper at smelters

official logo. The circular seal
displayed three women from their
respective regions: the Orient,

already established outside of Alaska, namely, in Tacoma, Washington.

Alaska, and Canada, each The Alaska Syndicate bought the Alaska Steamship Company in 1909 to
holding the keys to wealth: an support construction of the CR & N'W Railway, supply the mill and mines, and
Ocean Steamer, Gold, and a transport copper ore mined in the Wrangell Mountains to the Guggenheims’

Railway Locomotive. smelters just south of Seattle, in Tacoma.* They merged the Alaska Steamship

Company with the Northwestern Steamship Company, keeping the Alaska
Steamship Company name. Ironically, the merger of the two companies gave Morgan and the Guggenheims
a near monopoly of the Alaska shipping industry. The transaction occurred in 1908, and was perhaps
overshadowed in Seattle by the golden-hyped A-Y-P Exposition. Nevertheless, the shipping deal, which
effectively solved Kennecott’s transportation problems, allowed the Syndicate to focus on developing the mill
and mines, an operation that eventually earned investors $100 million in profit and quickly became the Nizina
district’s primary economic engine.

This Alaskan venture with direct ties to the Northwest undoubtedly affected the lives of Augusta and Martin,
too. At the very least, for someone with Augusta’s skills, Alaska meant employment. Indeed, that was the case for
Martin, whose interest in railroad construction initially brought him north.* In all likelihood, both individuals
found their way to Alaska aboard an Alaska Steamship Company ship.

Although Augusta and Martin both lived in Seattle for a time, as far as we know, their paths never crossed. They
were two Europeans—one with roots in the north, the other the south—who emigrated from their native lands,
taking entirely different routes. One came to America alone, following a common pattern familiar to many

17
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The National Creek building was the first structure constructed at Kennecott and was also the office where
Augusta worked. Photograph by the author, National Park Service, 2010.

immigrants, and initially entered the United States on the East Coast. The other was brought to America by her
family who had traveled to an exotic Pacific island and eventually entered on the West Coast. Both found their way
to the Pacific Northwest. At the time, Seattle, the hailed gateway to Alaska, directly linked the Northwest to the
copper mines at Kennecott. Each person journeyed north, driven by their individual needs and dreams. Only after
arriving in Alaska did Martin and Augusta find each other, deep in the heart of the Wrangell Mountains.




Gold, Copper and Love:

Life in Early Blackburn and McCarthy
1912-1919

It was rumors of gold that first brought prospectors to the Wrangell Mountains, but it was copper that
kept them there.

~ United States Geological Survey (USGS)%

AFTER FOUR YEARS OF RAILWAY WORK, Martin Radovan remained in the Nizina Mining District, taking
whatever job was available. USGS had recognized the Nizina district in 1908 after a favorable reconnaissance
survey of the so-called “copper belt” located just south of the Wrangell Mountains. Named for the Nizina
River, a northern branch of the Chitina River, the new district afforded USGS geologists the opportunity to
solve the region’s geologic puzzle; to provide support for the placer mining that had been conducted in the
area since 1901; and to observe and mine valuable copper ore.”

In 1912, Martin took his first mining job in the Nizina district at Chititu Creek with a hydraulic mining
company called the Andrus Mining Company. That first year, Martin placer-mined for Andrus through the
summer months; by winter, he had built a cabin in a ravine below Nikolai Butte on Dan Creek, a tributary of
the Nizina River. The cabin was situated near Boulder Creek, on a bluff overlooking Dan Creek. From his
cabin, Martin viewed sheep grazing on Williams Peak to the south, the creekside gold camp to the west, and
the Copper Creek drainage to the east. Using his cabin as a base, the thirty-one-year-old began prospecting
throughout the Nizina River watershed, including Young, Dan and Glacier creeks.®

Six years prior, in 1906, a prospector named John Barrett had found a vein of chalcocite on top of a cliff
along McCarthy Creek. The chalcocite was 70 percent pure copper, the same quality as the Bonanza

ABOVE: Early McCarthy, date unknown. Courtesy of Jim Edwards.

19




.

7, or even has di

has it that he
Iposed of some 6! his holdings,
figured o

“Dan Creek Miners Bring in Big Pokes of Gold Dust.” The Chitina Leader, January 21, 1911.

deposit, located in the contact a few miles away. Barrett had good foresight to recognize that the only
economical way to access the copper prospects located thousands of feet above the Kennicott Glacier was by

railroad. Most significantly, any railroad built to access the copper ore would have to cross land bordered by the
Kennicott Glacier and McCarthy Creek.*

In July of 1906, one year before the Alaska Syndicate began to mark locations for the CR & N'W Railway line,
Barrett decided to stake a homestead of 296 acres at the mouth of McCarthy Creek. Because Barrett had staked

the most desirable land in the McCarthy Creek area, the company ended up renting part of Barrett’s homestead

for a freight yard.”® By 1911, Kennecott had built a bunkhouse, cookhouse, depot, and water tower on Barrett’s
property.” Concerned that renting too much of his homestead before the title process was complete might invite
legal problems, Barrett began to discourage newcomers, attracted to the budding, but closed, company town of
Kennecott, from tenting on his land. But with completion of the railroad, businessmen and merchants continued
to arrive along with prospectors and miners. The new arrivals began to congregate just north of Barrett’s homestead.



Gold, Copper, and Love:
Life 1n Early Blackburn and McCarthy

They called the booming community Blackburn.

Blackburn started at the site of another homestead near the railroad, belonging to John Blomquist, who also

staked his claims in 1906. The first businessmen in the area were the Fagerburg brothers, who ran a small store at
the mining camp at Nizina. In 1911, the Fagerburg brothers constructed the Blackburn Roadhouse, a two-story
structure built with logs and milled wood. At the time, it was considered the “biggest log structure in the district.”
The Fagerburgs’ roadhouse played a key role in the first ascent of Mount Blackburn, the tallest peak in the Wrangell
Mountains.” In early August of 1911, mountaineer Dora Keen outfitted at Fagerburgs’ roadhouse and hired

John Barrett and three other experienced men to serve as packers and helpers. Keen was not successful in her first
attempt, but she returned in the spring of 1912 and made it to the top of Mount Blackburn.”*

R.E. McClellan, superintendent at Kennecott Mine, organized Keen’s first expedition and had secured local
prospectors to complete her outfit. Apparently, a young Martin Radovan assisted with the 1911 expedition,
supplying logistical support.” He was not named in the party that made the failed ascent, however, and it is
unclear how Martin actually participated in the expedition. Keen, in an article for Scribner’s Magazine, noted that
numerous prospectors served as “guides” and members of a “relief party” She also made the point that “my men
had been...Americans all, Mr. McClellan knew them....He wanted men ‘whom he could count on to put a hundred
pounds on their backs and go where he told them, and he had found them, not far from the Road House.””
Although he can be placed in the area at that time, clearly knew the terrain, and could easily pack a hundred
pounds, Martin, who spoke with a thick Slavic accent, was not an American, and Keen may have overlooked or
ignored his efforts in her account of the climb. Nevertheless, whether his role was minor or more involved, Martin

Radovan, according to sources close to him, participated in the historic event.

In 1912, the same year as Keen’s successful
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Blomquist’s homesteads, and, not surprisingly,
a construction boom quickly followed. That
same year, Oscar Breedman, a hotel owner
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caused by the Shushanna gold rush.”” In July Augusta reused an old ledger from 1913 for her daily journal entries
1913, miners discovered gold in the Shushanna in 1930. A scribble “1913 when we had the restaurant in Blackburn”
’ explains the reason for the faded list of meals and prices, apparently

GRS, ab'out elghty miles from Black.burn wea written seventeen years prior. From Augusta Radovan's Journal.
the north side of the Wrangell Mountains. The Martin Radovan Private Collection. 21
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The Blackburn Roadhouse, circa 1911. Courtesy of Jim Edwards.

discovery ignited the last major gold rush in Alaska, which subsequently depopulated the Nizina watershed,
including the fledgling towns and camps of McCarthy, Blackburn, Chitina, Dan Creek, and Chititu. However,
the surging number of miners and merchants arriving each day on the railway inundated Barrett’s homestead with
squatters. It is unknown if Martin went to Shushanna, but as proprietor of the roadhouse, he was a firsthand
witness to the rush.

James Edwards, a long-time McCarthy resident and friend of Martin, recalls that “Radovan advertised his roadhouse
as offering a meal and guide service. The meal: a bowl of beans. The guide service: ‘Shushanna is that-a-way.”'"
Meanwhile, Barrett, in order to accommodate the influx of newcomers, incorporated the town of McCarthy.'""
Undoubtedly, the need for grubstakes and outfits for Shushanna sparked the development of McCarthy’s
commercial infrastructure, but the stampede that took miners over the Wrangell Mountains and out of the Nizina
country had a dire effect on Blackburn. Because the railroad stopped at McCarthy and not Blackburn, most
passengers stayed in McCarthy and made nearly all their purchases from McCarthy’s merchants. Consequently, the
one-time promising town of Blackburn began to shrivel.” Martin and Augusta, therefore, ran the roadhouse for,
at most, two more years.

In spite of Blackburn’s inevitable decline, Martin and Augusta remained involved with the community well into the
1920s and early 1930s. The couple was married by the Justice of the Peace in McCarthy on February 27, 1914,
and spent their honeymoon at the Blackburn Roadhouse.'” When and where the couple met remains a mystery,
but Martin briefly worked at Kennecott, at the same time as Augusta. Between December 1916 and January

1917, Martin paid a deduction for “All Married Men at Kennecott.”'” Martin listed himself as an “unemployed
machinist” on his World War I draft card, implying that he worked for an employer, in this case, Kennecott. 1
Martin had a homestead near McCarthy, and on several occasions in her diary Augusta makes reference to a place
they resided at while in “town.” “Town” was undoubedly McCarthy, but according to Martin, he did not make
improvements on the McCarthy homestead and eventually “lost the land.”'"”



Gold, Copper, and Love:
Life 1n Early Blackburn and McCarthy

It is also unclear as to where exactly the couple was living in 1914, but they had ties to the port town of Cordova,
Alaska. In 1918, Martin listed Cordova as his permanent residence and named “Mrs. Augusta Louise Radovan

of Cordova, Alaska” his nearest relative."” In 1924, Augusta was called to Cordova for jury duty, becoming

one of Alaska’s first generation of female voters to do so. She served for several weeks, returning to McCarthy

on November 8. The call to public service also offered another clue as to the couple’s tie to the coastal town.'”
Unfortunately, any of the associated records of the Radovan’s early life in Cordova likely burned in one of the many
fires that swept through town in the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s.""

One important record that survived was the
Radovans’ marriage certificate. Presentat the
couple’s wedding on that February day were two 2 e o
witnesses: Frank A. Iverson and Anna Sornes."" @i : & | STATES OF 4,

Although they shared a last name, Frank 4 ‘A“ Lo ger A ERGENE T B, ERIC4
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lived there, but it is unknown if the families
knew each other then.!"? As with Martin, Frank
Iverson came to Alaska to work on the CR &
NW Railway. He lived in Chitina between
1911 and 1912, and then sometime after that,
he homesteaded near Blackburn. Frank Iverson
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OPCFated the McCarthy Dairy during the Martin Radovan and Augusta lverson were married in
1920s and was one of about five local farmers McCarthy on February 27, 1914. The newlyweds spent their
who supplied vegetables and other agricultural honeymoon at the Blackburn Roadhouse. The State of

13 Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics.

products to Kennecott.'® He was married
to Anna Sornes by 1920. Anna was born in
Norway, immigrated in 1912, and was similar in age to Augusta.'"* Considering Anna witnessed Augusta’s nuptials,

it can be assumed the women, who shared a common background and story, were good friends.
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Besides being friendly, the couples shared life experiences shaped by broad historic patterns and trends. Unlike Augusta
Iverson’s family, Frank Iverson followed a traditional immigration route for Scandinavians: His family first migrated to
the Midwest, then to the Pacific Northwest, then to Alaska.'> Although it is unclear how Anna ended up in McCarthy,
it is important to note that she came to work for Kennecott as a single person, and, like Augusta, presumably met her
husband after she had arrived. In addition, both women—whether it was farming or mining—worked side by side

with their husbands. These actions not only reflect traditional roles of Scandinavian wives, but they hint at a pattern
where, instead of women following men north (known as “reluctant pioneers”), women like Anna and Augusta came to
Kennecortt for their own reasons and were hired on their own merits, and only afterwards chose to get married. In other
words, these women were anything but passive players in history: They played active roles in their work, marriages, and
communities, and their desire for coming to Alaska in the first place was their own, too.""®

Five years before the Radovans were married by McCarthy’s Justice of the Peace, the United States Congress
established four judicial districts to cover the Territory of Alaska. The Third District covered Cordova, Valdez,
Chitina, Kennicott, and McCarthy."” Except for mining claims and his marriage, Martin’s only other known legal
dealing was a supposed felony. On March 9, 1914, The Alaska Citizen reported that Martin Radovan was indicted for
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Sourdough Tells Of Early Days In Terrltory

(Continued from Page 2)
ping business that handled
grapes and wine, and made
himself a mllllon.nire. not
knowing that his brother was
aliveinthe wilds of Alaska.

Meanwhile both Radovan'’s
sisters died and it was until
1966 that the brothers found
eachother.

In Cordova in 1965, Radovan

in Delano, and the
fisherman recognized the
name.

The fisherman returned to
Delano and related the news to
hisbrother Radovich.

In the late fall of 1966
Radovich flew to Cordova to
find his brother. He chartered
aplane and it took two days for
him to find Radovan, who was
in the middle of moving from
his summer prospecting to his
winter cabin,

“‘Radovich talked to me a
while, not letting me know who
he was," said Radovan. “"He
asked me some questions, and
then asked me if 1 had a
brother. I told him I did, and
that my brother’s name was
Jack. He put his hands on his
hipsandsaid, ‘I'm Jack"."”

Radovich wanted his Sour-
dough brother to go to Delano
immediately with him, but
Radovan had some good

claims and he was preparing toldhim
lor'hovimer

“I can't go, 1 have to lay in Radovich.
“To hell with you,"

WOV 4

my winter supplies and lay out
feed for the birds,”” Radovan Radovan.

THERE WERE NO TV DINNERS IN 1915

Radovans wife, Augusta, not only had to cook
dinner on early camping trips, she had to catch

d
“To hell with that,”

Radovan finally agreed to

said go after his supplies were

taken care of and he had spent

said time in Delano meeting his
872 brother's family.

Radovan returned to Alaska

* andhis claims turned out tobe

quite valuable. Radovan says

~ that the U.S. Bureau of Mines

sent geologists to his property

and that in its Virginia offices

. thebureau has it recorded that

his claim has 4.5 million tons of

the richest

copper bearing ore
in the United States. It's some
of the same ore that made the
Kennicott strike big.

In 1968, Radovan says he
sold exploratory rights to the
claims to a friend who had the
finances to back the
exploration. Radovan
received a $20,000 check, and
was to receive installments on
the rest of the payment every
year until the rights expired,
onJunel, 1974,

However, the rights were
soon sold to a Mr. Thomas of
Tampa, Fla., who hoped to
back the development of the
claim. In 1969 Thomas in turn
sold the rights to the
Geneva-Pacific Corporation
of Illinois.

In 1969, Radovan spent the
winter in Cordova, the first
time he had left the claim for

it. This picture was taken on a camping trip a o

few years after they were married, probably on

an expedition to fill the meat larder.

any length of time. When he
mumed the next spring he
found all of his firewood had
been burned, his cookshack
was pushed off into a creek,
and the company had set upits
owncamp.
“Since those guys set up
ump allthe animals have left
the guich,” said Radovan.
“There are shotgun shells all
over the creek. My birds were
tame, they went to them like

Radvvnn plans to let the
lease run out, and then try to
have the government mine the

Meanwhile, Radovan is
leaving Alaska to go to Delano
where the rest of his family is.

“They're so convincing
down there for me to stay,”
said Radovan. ‘I don't haveto
do anything there, and I travel

“Radovich talked to me for a while,

not letting me know who he was.
He asked me some questions, and

then he asked me
I told him I did.”

if I had a brother.

4

they came to me, and last year
'.heywerekl led.”

“We only killed what we
needed to eat here, or like the
bear, where it was the only
cure,” said Radovan. “‘Now
some people can get up there
in a car and (hey kill
evetylhinstheyue

“Copper is scarce and my
strike is rich, butldonthave
the money to stop them,” he

allmrwﬂh my brother,” -

1 stopped in Anchorage to
have my will made up, so lcm
leave my money to the poor,”
said Radovan.

Asked if he would ever
return to Cordova, Radovan
smiled and said, *Oh, maybe,
1 don’t know. I like to help the
lddnhere

““All the kids like me in Cor-
dova,” hesmiled.

r.

A photograph of Augusta Radovan from 1915 appeared in an article about the pioneering life of Martin
Radovan. Anchorage Daily Times, November 4, 1972.

alleged robbery at McCarthy, but was “granted his freedom by order of Judge Brown” because the district attorney was
unable to locate witnesses, and “there was not available evidence to insure [sic] conviction.”"® The only other altercation
described in association with Martin was a story told by James Edwards. “While Martin was in charge of the Blackburn
roadhouse,” recalled Edwards, “a patron once ran off without paying, and Martin Radovan chased him down and got his
money. " There is no way of knowing if the incidents were related, or even what the circumstances were surrounding
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Charles John Iverson listed his mother's residence in Seattle as

his permanent address on his World War | draft registration card.
He also revealed that he worked as a receiving clerk for the
Kennecott Copper Corporation in Alaska. A job he likely received
because his sister, Augusta, worked there foo.

them." But they do suggest that Martin was no
“pushover” He was as tough as the town’s reputation and,
like many of McCarthy’s inhabitants, took the law into his
own hands when he believed it necessary to do so.

As the boomtown of Blackburn declined, Augusta was
also doing what was necessary to support their chosen
lifeway. She returned to Kennecott in 1918 to work as a
bookkeeper in the milltown’s first building, constructed
at a site near National Creek. Due to skyrocketing
copper prices sparked by World War I, Kennecott had
enjoyed record profits for the previous four years."”! In
addition, rich new finds of ore were discovered in the
Jumbo and the Mother Lode mines. High copper prices
encouraged the mines and mill to operate around the
clock, creating a need for more labor. This probably
attracted Augusta’s younger brother, Charles John
Iverson, to Kennecott. By 1918, Charlie, or CJ., as he
was also called, was working at the mill as a receiving
clerk.'”” He worked for Kennecott at least two more

years.'” Charles returned to Washington state by the end of the decade, presumably to take care of the siblings’
aging mother, Thora Iverson.'”* Augusta also left the mill town, for the US. census in 1920 found the Radovans
living at Martin’s cabin at Dan Creek.'”



Martin and Augusta at Dan Creek
1920-1931

And now let us consider what manner of women we shall endeavor to be, to the end that the world may
[find in us the inspiration of which it is so sorely in need.

~Margaret Harrais,
McCarthy resident, WCTU Vice President, and Augusta’s friend
“A Prayer for All Women”'?

I went down to bridge to see Martin. Had lunch there. Martin works at night on boiler. Very lovely day.
Good walking. Got home very tired.

~Augusta Radovan
Journal entry, April 14, 1930

IN 1920 MARTIN LISTED HIS OCCUPATION AS “PLACER MINER.” Though he had a tendency to provide false
information to census takers, this statement was undoubtedly true. For Martin—with constant help from
Augusta—spent nearly every day digging his mountainside tunnel or sluicing at creekside for gold.

Miners at Dan Creek employed, as their main mining method, a hydraulic system. A strong spray of water
loosened and transported gold-bearing gravels to the sluice boxes for recovery of the gold. The system enabled
miners to move huge mounds of dirt in order to expose older placer gold deposits.'”” The growth of the depot
town of McCarthy brought road and communication connections with the booming gold-mining camps. The
Nizina road was the longest in the district. It crossed the Nizina River by a long bridge two miles west of

ABOVE: Martin prospected for both placer and lode gold at his camp on upper Dan Creek, date unknown.
Martin Radovan Private Collection.
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Séthat. the votérs of this]
Nﬁiom can becowe familiar
Whh the’candidates at the gen-
m] election, Novewmber 7th., we
@%pubhshmg the tickets on
me% ,

© Pan Suther]snd for delegate,
\rill aundoubtely come romping
home,

: 0l w28 7
The choice for Senator lies be
tweenThos. Wade of Anchorage

and Anthony J. Dimond of Val-|-

dez- This section will go sti‘ong
Jor Toney but Wade lifs a fol-
lowing to the westward tha
will-be hard to overcome.

4
— For Remqenumes there are
six. mdidates, only four to be
ehctedr—-!’be Republican party
thas astrong ticket in the field
rnt Tom Price, on the demoerab
m: ticket, isgoing-to-give his op- |
ponents a run for their money,
in"hct it h a foregone con-

-Coyouette has a surface show-

MINING NEWS

in town on Thursday, brings|.
some very encouraging reports
from the Dan Creek secuon, He |
has been prospecting on Copper
Creek for ti\-g past year and is
confident that some d,ay it will
be a moduce: —trr

On tﬁtz Jack Pot group, Dexter

of pay ovea-300-feet long.
This property is owned by
his brother Ohtlmd a.nd joins

Nelsons property on the Enst

ho are prospecting ‘benches on
he right limit of Dan Creek
ave found the old Klofer and
eyers pay strea.k’(‘whleh pro-|
uced such rich clean- ups five
ears ago. This pp_y_\}lg\mo

e had beea cut off by-' a gulch

% thst he will be elected. B
l;‘, . Ray, of Cordova, is also a fac-
_in the race whichyis not overlook
Q‘d ‘by_the Repub’lun party.’

The  Division, however, will be

' ye)l represented at Junehu

: Spring as all the candi -

.are thorgughly familiar

“the .conditiuns and’ the

“of the territory, 5

Wf@keﬁon th€"women of

fbmtory will take u very ac,
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\lone, whecher they™ will

Jururs Lat’ ,$5,00 per

not think this a

The pny is about fifty feet in
idth and pans running -from
five to thirteen dollars-are ob-
tamed

The . Rodavans have worke
hard on this property and de
serve all the good luck that wi
now come their way

‘Martin Rodavan and wife;| "

Octobex: 21st, 1922
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Warren Nelson, who arrcived|.

Vladavosteck, Oct. la?peeid—
to Weekiy News. American and
British_ Marines were landed

Te today to guard the respect-
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