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INTRODUCTION:
KENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT BACKGROUND INFORMATION

o

n %
#

Barbara Rose Watkins and her daddy Dick.

DURING THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 15-17, 1990, A
REUNION HELD AT Kennicorr Gracier Lopar,
KENNECOTT, ALASKA, BROUGHT TOGETHER MANY
OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SCHOOL=AGE CHILDREN
WHEN THE KENNECOTT MINFS AND MILL OPERATED
DURING THE 19205 AND "30s. INGER JENsEN Riccl
AND Erganor Tiosevic EIDEMILLER, TWO
“KesNecoTr Kips,” DEVELOPED THE IDEA FOR
FHE REUNION, RicH AND JoDy KIREWOOD,
OWNERS OF THE KEnNIcOTT Graciir LoODGr,
HELPED ORGANIZE AND HOST THE EVENT.

¥

TWENTY-ONE “KIDS™ ATTENDED THE
REUNION AND ALL HAD A WONDERFUL TIME IN THE
GHOST TOWN WHICH WAS THE THRIVING COMPANY
TOWN OF THEIR CHILDHOOD. THEY SPOKE FONDLY
OF KENNECOTT AND THE RELATIONSHIPS THEY
DEVELOPED WHILE GROWING UP IN THE
MAGNIFICENT SETTING OF THE WRANGEL
MOUNTAINS, THE “Kips™ HIKED THE GLACIER,
THUMBED THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHS, WALKED THE
TOWN, PICNICKED IN MCCARTHY, AND TOLD THEIR
STORIES AS PHYSICAL REMINDERS PROMPTED THEIR
MEMORIES.
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“We lived way back
beyond the beyond.”

Deroran Vickery House




Inrrodiction

THE SUCCESS OF THIS INITIAL REUNION LED
TO A NETWORK OF "KIDS™ TRYING TO LOCATE MORE
OF THEIR CHILDHOOD FRIENDS. IN 1994, A sicOND
REUNION WAS HELD AT THE KenNicoTT GLACIER
LODGE WiTH 25 “KIDS™ IN ATTENDANCE, SOME OF
THE ORIGINAL 21 “K1D8” COULDN"T MAKE T111S
SECOND TRIP AND THERF WERE AT LEAST 15 NEW
FACES IN THE “KIDS” CROWD, THE EXCITEMENT OF
RETURNING TO THEIR CHILDHOOD ENVIRONMENT
HAD NOT DIMINISHED BY 1994 AND PLANS BEGAN
TO DEVELOP FOR A THIRD REUNION IN 1998, Even
MORE NEW FACES APPEARED IN 1998, The
ENTHUSIASM AND JOY EXPRESSED BY THE “KiDs”
WHILE TOGETHER AT KENNECOTT WAS CONTAGIOL'S,
NEVER WANING.

IN COOPERATION WITH THE REUNION HOSTS,
A TEAM OF HISTORIANS FROM THE ALASKA
RecioNnar Ormcr oF THeE National PArk
SERVICE CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS WITH THE
Kennecort Kins. HiIsTORIANS SANDRA FAULKNER
(ANDERSON), LoGan Hovis, ann ANy KN
INTERVIEWED THE “KIDS™ WHiLE LinnA COok
TOOK COPY-STAND PICTURES OF THE HISTORICAL
PHOTOGRAPHS BROUGHT TO THE REUNION,
ADDIMONAL NPS starr FrROM WRANGELL-ST,
Evias NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE INCLUDED

P ——

Anne WorTrinGTon, Cutturar RESOURCE
MANAGER, AND HISTORIAN GEOFF BLeakrLey. THE
INTERVIEWS PROVIDE THE HISTORICAL COMMUNITY
WITH A COLLECTION OF PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL
ON THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KENNECOTT AND
McCartay, OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS THIS DO NOT
OCCUR OFTEN, THE MINING AND INDUSTRIAL
HISTORY OF KENNECOTT IS WELL-KNOWN, BUT
THROUGH THE INTERVIEWS WE WERE ABLE TO KNOW
KENNECOTT AS A LIVING COMMUNITY RATHER THAN
A MINING GHOST TOWN,

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE RESULT OF MANY
FIOURS OF INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED OVER THE
COURSE OF THE THREE REUNIONS, THE HISTORIC
PHOTOGRAPHS ARL, FOR THE MOST PART, IN THE
PERSONAL COLLECTIONS OF THE
“Kins.” Tur NPS HAs sINcE
ACOUIRED THE KENNECOTT MINES
NaTIoONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK AS A
PART OF WRANGELL-ST. ELIAS
NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE.

ANN KAIN,
NATIONAL PARK ServicE HISTORIAN
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Dear READER:

WHAT A REALLY TREMENDOLS PLACY 1O BRING UF A FAMILY!
SURROUNOEL BY AATURE AND LOVE, WE CHILDREN WERE DOUBLY BLESSED,
THE SIMPLICITY, THE FRELDOM, AND THE PEACE OF SUCH AN EXISTENCE IS
BEYOND IMAGINATION, TO bive IN KENNECOTT A LIFFITME WOULD BE
PARADISE! BUT ALL GOOD THINGS CANNCYT REMAIN STATIC, THEY MLSY
CHIANGE ANDFSOTT IS THAT ALL THE WONINRFUL MEMORLES REMAIN AND
THE TIARD VIMES ARE FOREVER FORGOTTEN,

» ALL THESE MEMOKILS ARE FROM DEAR TRIENDS OF MY CHILDHOOD
ANG PART OF MY L. EACH ONE HAS DIFFERENT MEMORIES OF
DIFFERENT t:xl*l:ulkm_l-,a, DEFFERENT PAMILY LIPE, DIFFPRENT SCHOOI
ACTIVITIES. TIIEY RE PART OF Lis AND HELP LS 1O UNDERSTAND HOW
THEY TEAVE SHAPED OUR LIVES,

As ONIERS, T KesNecomy Kios HAD A VERRY EASY TIME OF 1T, AS
BVERYONE HAD ELECTRICTTY, ANDRUNNING WATER, EXCEPT OCCASIONALLY
P DI FREEZE PROM THE WATER HOUSE TO THE HOMES. EACH AREA HAD A
WATER FIOUSE FIOM WHICH SEVERAL HOMES RECEIVED WATER, ALL DD
HAVE QUT HOUSES, BUT MANY WERF IN WOOD SHEDS. THU STAFE ANDTHE
UPPER CIUST DD HAVE INSIDE FACILITUES,




Jureword

LIVING IN KENNECOTT WAS
A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE,
ESPECIALLY FOR THE CHILDREN,
THEY WERE CONSIDERED VERY
SPECIAL AND MOST PARTICULARLY
BY THE SINGLE ADULTS,
EVERYONE WAS SO GOOD TO 1S,
THE FREEDOM OF LIVING THERE
WAS SPECIAL. THE CHILDREN OF
THE “CAMP™ HAD THE RUN OF
THE TOWN AND IF ANYONE GOT
INTO TROUBLE, THERE WAS
ALWAYS SOMEONE AROUND TO
HELP. OF COURSE, THEY WERF
ALL RAISED QUITE STRICTLY AND
KNEW WHAT THEY COULID AND
COULD NOT DO, HOWEVER,
THERE WAS A SORT OF CLASS
SYS1EM; 45 THE OFFICE WORKERS, Inger Jensen, Debbie Vickery, Jane Vickery, and Ole Jensen.
NURSES, DOCTORS, TEACHERS AND
THOSE WHO WERE “BOSSES,” DIDN"T ALWAYS ATTEND THE SAMF SOCIAL
FUNCTIONS,




Kisnucorr Kits

TO UNDERSTAND THE CLOSENESS OF THE KennecoTT KiDs, 11 MUST
BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE SCHOOL WAS THE FOCAL POINT, THE CENTER
OF THE CHILDREN'S LIFE, APART FROM THE FAMILY. THERE WERE NO CLUBS
OR ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES, THE CHILDREN MADE THEIR OWN
ENTERTAINMENT, IT WAS TRUE THE “COMPANY” DID PROVIDE MOVIES, A
BALL FIFLD IN THE SUMMER, THE TENNIS COURT, A HANDBALL COURT IN
THE SUMMER AISO. IN THE WINTER THERI WAS THE ICE RINK,
SURROUNDED BY LIGHTS AND FLOODED NOW AND THEN TO REPAIR THE ICE,
BASKETBALL, DANCING, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES WERE HELD IN THE
COMMUNITY HALL.

IN THE WINTER WE WENT TO SCHOOL IN THE DARK AND CAME HOME
IN THE DARK. THERE WERE LIGHTS ALL ALONG THE MAIN STREET, BUT NOT
ON THE HILLy SO WE ALL CARRIED FIASHLIGHTS, WE LEFI OUR ICE SKATES
AT SCHOOL, AS WE USED THEM DURING RECESS, AFTER SCHOOL, AND OFTEN
WERE JOINED BY OUR PARENTS AFTER SUPPER.  SEVERAL OF US CROSS-
COUNTRY SKIED AND OFTEN SKIED TO ONF OF THE TWO STATIONS ON THE
TRAM, HOWEVER, WE ALSO HAD OUR OWN SKI TRAIL STARTING AT THE MILL,
TRAVERSING SEVERAL LIGHTLY TREED HILLS, AND THEN A LONG RIDE DOWN
TO THE GLACIER AND HOME, CARD PLAYING WAS ANOTHER OF OUR
ENTERTAINMENTS DURING THE WINTER. THE CHILDREN AS WELL AS THI
ADULTS VERY WELL ATTENDED THE SATURDAY NIGHT DANCES. THERE WAS
USUALLY LIVE MUSIC, A PIANO, DRUMS, HORN, OR WHATEVER WAS AVAILABLE.
HOWEVER, RECORDS WERE ALSO PLAYED AND WE ALL HAD OUR FAVORITES,
FOLLOWING THE DANCING, REFRESHMENTS WERE SERVED. [ SHALL ALWAYS
REMEMBER THOSE SUMPTUOUS HOMEMADE CAKES!




IN THE SUMMER, THERE WERE HIKES, MICNICS, TENNIS, AND BALL
GAMES TO WATCH, THE MINERS HAD THEIR OWN TEAM, AS DI BOTH
McCarTHY AND KENNECOTT. ONE OF OUR FAVORITE ACTIVITIES ON WARM
DAYS WAS RUNNING THROUGH THE GARDEN [OSE ON OLR LAWN, USUALLY
FOLLOWED BY REAL LEMONADE AND COOKIES. A HIKE 1O MCCARTHY AND
BACK FOR 1CE CREAM CONES WAS A SPECIAL TREAT. FALL BROUGHT BERRY
PICKING, CURRANTS AND CRANBERRIES BEING OUR FAVORITES, OFTEN WE
SHARED PATCHES WITH BLACK BEARS, THOUGH THEY WERE MUCH MORE
FRIGHTENED THAN WE WERE.

KENNECOTT WAS SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINS, GLACIERS, FORFST, SO
VERY BEAUTIFULL T WAS A REAL WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE, I'M SURF WE
TOOK IT ALL FOR GRANTED, BUT NOW ALL THIS BEAUTY AND PEACE S
UNFORGETTABLE.

TrE HsTORY GF KENNECOTT AND MCCARTHY KIDS MAKES
INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL READING, IT WAS A WONDERFUT AND
DIFFERENT WORLD. ALL OF US LIVING THERE, ATTENDING SCHOOL, LIVING
NORMAL FAMILY LIVES BECAME DEAR FRIENDS, THE EXCITEMENT NOW OF A
REUNION NEVER DIMINISHES, MOST OF THOSE GROWING UP [N THE AREA
FELT PRIVILEGED TO HAVE HAL THIS TREMENDOUS EXPERIENCE OF LIVING
IN SUCH A BEAUTIFUL AND PRISTINE ENVIRONMENT, THEIR LIVES WILL BE
FOREVER ENTWINEL.

Inger Jensen Ricci

Foreword
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MOLLY O’NEILL HUCKINS

it el ad Dy Logann 1 Limeis
an] Gievid] Bladidy
Syath ol Park S
Mav 2T, 1V
Vape #1
St # |
Hovis: This is Logan Hovis with the

National Park Service here in
Kennecott Lodge on the 27th of
May, 1998 with Molly O'Neill
Huckins., Did I get it vights

Huckins: Yes you did.

Hovis: And Molly is one of the Kennecott
Kids, 1 wonld like you, if you
wonld, to tell me what you know
about Kennecott and McCarthy.

Huckins: All vight. And good morning. 1
was born bere in Kennecott, in the
bospital, on April 10th, 1922, My
parents lived tn McCarthy, where
my father bad a store - a general
store. My mother came up bere

Hovis:

Huckins:

several months before I was born
to stay with the Gillespies, so I
would be born in the bospital bere.
And shortly after I was born, my
[ather came, picked us up, and
took my mother and me back by
dog sled to McCarthy. And
[unintelligible] ... April. That’s
right, ub-bub. And, so it was ...
and of course my memortes are
quite limited about McCarthy
because we left there when I was
about six years old,

Lih-hub.

Now my sister, Dini; so many
people up here vemember ber ...
Dini - Geraldine O’Neill. And she
was eight years older than I, so she
had many more memories, of
course. And so, I do remember
living above the store ... the ...
mercantile store, as they call it -



IHovis:

Huckins:

JB. O°Neill’s, ... And ... I just
remember a very few things ... Pve
never forgotien the sound of the
. I thought they were coyotes,
bawling, all night. That made quite
an impression on me as a child. I
remember when at Christmas ...
we ... my mather [and 1), were ...
all ... ob! ... it's so sad,
because the ship went down, the
Alewtian, 1 think. The Alaska
steamboat, [The Alaska Steamship
Co. vessel U,S.S, Northwestern
sank in British Columbia waters on
December 10, 1927],

LUib-buh.

And ... with all the Christmas
things from the outside into this
area in the winter, and all the
Christmas ornaments ... she [my
mother] bad been [expecting] ...
decorations and gifts. She was
very big on the holidays ... and all
this community, the entire
community, worked together
presenting wonderful holidays -
Kennecott and McCarthy, And
mother was very active in these
groups. So it was a sad holiday,

Hovis;

Huckins:

[nterview with Molly O'Neill Huckins

indeed, because there were no
Christmas things at all. But, we
made do. Mother said, of course,
‘we're all getting  [indecipherable]
too’. So, all the wonderful wives
and mothers got together with
sheets, colors and things, and
made a wonderful Christmas
anvway for all the children
[unintelligible] ... And so then ...
some months later ... everything
arrived from the bottom of the sea
. from the ... ship Aleutian ...
[The ULS.S, Northwestern was
refloated on January 30, 1928 and
towed back to Seattle].

It'd been salvaged?

Salvaged? ... Yeah! And ... what
had been salvaged ... I remember
as a little child, was all water
marked and had a smell of the
ocean, and all. And that made
quite a dismal impression. 1
remember my mother and father
both rode borses, Actually, I was
told that my mother, Geraldine
O'Neill, was a pianist before she
came up to Alaska with my father
as a bride. She gave piano lessons,

11
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The US55 Northwestern aground at i‘ngh'* River, north of Juneau, __'.-h‘ie.u'féu. ,}m‘y 7y 1933
Photograph courtesy Puget Sound Mariteme IHistorical Society Collection.



Interview with Molly O'Neill Huckins

“I remember...at Christmas (1927)...the
LT A (U.S.S. Northwestern)...went
“(‘E down...with all the Christmas things
M from the Outside...all the Christmas
ﬁ"‘ ornaments.... So it was a sad boliday,
indeed.... But, we made do...all the
wonderful wives and mothers got together with sheets,
colors and things, and made a wonderful Christmas
anyway for all the children....
..some months later ... everything arrived from the
bottom of the sea ...what had been salvaged...]
remember as a little child, was all water marked and

had a smell of the ocean...”
Mary O'NEns Huckins
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Huckins:

Howvis:

Huckins:

Keaavicorr Kms

and I was told that ... she ... came

up to Kennecott on many
occasions to give piano lessons.
And it wasn't as much for the ... as
for as any income, as it was just to
be keeping active and busy up
bere in the long, long baul through
the 12 montbs, And ... then 1
remember in ..,

Did she ever own |a] piano? Did
she ..

Yes! Ob yes! My father, my father
brought ... because he knew how
she loved the music, and had a
lovely voice, and loved to play; be
brought up an old piano ... on ...
the ratlroad ... to her. It was ... we
bad that in our apartment in
Kennecott. And just yesterday, in
Kennecott, someone satd “well
Molly-O, I think your mother’s
piano is down in the ... the lodge®;
So I went ...

Baby grand?
Baby grand; So I went over to look

it it; and it could have been my
mother’s; and som...

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Lb-bubh.

and as all the old timers bere were
saying, there weren'’t many ...
there weren't many, pianos ..
grand pianos, around up bere ...

I wouldn't think so.

And ... so I ... remember my
father saying, in later years ...
we're leaving your mother’s piano
up there. And I thonght about
that and my mother .., vesterday.
[ opened the keyboard and
thaught of ber, when I saw the
prano ..

Did you plays

No! I bad two very talented
teachers - my mather; My mother
tanght my sister De... Geraldine
Junior ... But I decided 1t was too
<. was stubborn ... And they were
too critical. And so, [it’s just] one
of those stories. I'm sorry | don'’t
play today [laughter). [ really am.
But ... and ... My mother said,
You'll be sorry one day’. And,
very true! But they played so




Interview with Molly O'Neill Huckins

beantifully, and I ... least listened
to them. All the ... so many of the
men I've talked to bere .., all of

‘B Il ‘[}ROHS | our friends ... then. We played
I\ -~ s together as children; [and] they all
'M l DD l E k_, : commented on bow they loved to
i

bear my mother sing, and play the

Kl N‘[) ERG JA‘P\T E:N ‘Bm K piano. And my sister too.

FOR TIANO

Hovis: You said you had an apartment up
here.
! Huckins: Yes; over the store.
Hovis: Down in McCarthy?
Huckins: In McCarthy.
. Hovis: Not bere?
THE VERY FIRST NMUSICAL STUTY
- IHuckins: No, not at Kennecott. No. [ don't

remember coming back, really, to
Kennecott, then.

MATHILDE BILBRO

Hovis: O.K. ... You didn’t go to school
bere then?
Huckins: No, I didn't ... Still too young,

And ... so I just remember ...
living in ... towon .., And ob, and
the sounds of all ... I remember
the malamutes ...

Bilbro's Middle € Kindergarten Book for Puano.
Courtesy the Sande Anderson collection.




Kinneecovrt Kins

Hovis:

Huckins:

Ub-bub.

And their howling. 1 remember as
a child walking by where they were
caged ... and ... [being] just sort
of tervified of the sound and all,

.. And then one time, some of
them got loose. And my sister bad
a dog - [a] beautiful collie by the
name of Bob. And it was the
saddest day. ... My father was in
the barbershop in McCarthy, and
ber dog was [indecipherable word)|
and they'd gotten out and attacked
our beloved collie, Bob. So, 1
remember that of course as a small

child. And be - my father, brought
Bob home [and placed him] by the
stove, where be died. ... And this

. made « huge impression [on
mel. 1 bad a little Siberian busky,
[that was] given to me. And I used

Hovis:

Fluckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

. we used to play dog sled with
bim [Huckins and Hovis chuckle].
At least I enjoyed it. I don’t know
about [indecipherable]. So, not
big memories, but sharp
memories, nonetheless,

Ub-bub. Did you spend much
time in the store?

I really don’t remember that. My
mother, I think, kept me so busy

.. she was very resourceful. It ...
| wasn’t even really aware of the
store. And my ... but 1 do
remember sitting on the walk
ontside the store. And my mother
[had] sent [chuckle] for my clothes
from the east coast, and I was all
dressed up with nowhere to go ...

Uh-bah.

.. with bows and everything. And
the children - that was another
thing; all the children were so
ﬁl.*r.mn"ﬁiﬂy dressed considering
where we were - in the interior. ...
And looking back on the albums, |
see that there was also much pride
in keeping up - dressing the
children nicely.



Hovis:

Huckins:

Howvis:

Huckins:

And that was in McCarthy as well
as ..

McCarthy as well as Kennecott.
Yes. Mother spent the
[indecipherable word - may have
been “summers™| in New York
[shopping] for ber children’s
clothes and things. So I remember
sitting there on the boardwalk and
being so, so bored, with nowhere
[chuckle] to go. But just ... just
being there ... just, just. ... And
we knew about the ... Ob! My
maother would tell me stories about
the pirls.

Ob yes!

The girls! And they were
apparently right down the street.
But, my mother was a wonderful,
compasstondate woman, and, there
was a marvelous ... um ... rapport,
And mother wounld ... when they
were sick, or ... She, she was a
wonderful cook ... she'd make
soups and chickens and take them
[to them] ... It was a very won...
And then, | remember, she said
the undertaker, every morning

Hovis:

Huckins:

IHovis:

Huckins:

Interview with Molly O'Neill FHuckins

dressed in black, wonld come by,
‘n say ‘good morning, Miss O'Neill
« Mrs. O'Neill. And she didn’t feel
that was such a good omen
[Huckins and Hovis chuckle]. But
the whole community was just so,
very close,

Ub-bub. Even though there were
some fairly strong divisions in the
community, I belicve - whether or
not the community should be dry.
But, at your age, you probably
weren't aware of this,

No, I was not aware of that. No.
And I wasn’t ... unfortunately ...
didn’t listen to my beantiful,
wonderful father [chuckle] telling
me all these things. And of
course, now I wish I could ask so
many questions of my parenls.

You showed me a picture, a little
bit ago, of you as a small child
sitting beside a prospector that
your father bad grubstaked. Do,
do remember any af these people?

Ob yes! Sam Means! ‘Course, be
has been brought alive over the




—_— Koy Kips

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

years, to me, because of the
picture they took of me ... when 1
was three years old, and all dressed
up. And Sam Means, wonderful
Sam Means, whom everyone in
town kiew and loved ..,

Lih-bub,

. and cared so much about. He
worked for daddy, apparently in
the store. And then be prospected.
And ... everyone just adored him.
And so they bad ... I bhave this
picture of Sam Means, beside me
.. called “two sourdoughs” - “the
two sonrdonghs”. And P've bad
that picture always, and it brings to
mind lots of memories,

Do you know where Sam was
originally from?

You knosw, I don't, Logan, I don't

remember that .... There was such

a community of bonding of this
community - even with the so
called ladies of the town. They
staved where they were. But the
ladies, so to speak [chuckle] of
MeCarthy ... there was such

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

THovis:
Huckins:
Hovis:

Huckins:

kindness and caring, And, as 1
said, my muother [would) take
baskets of food and things [to
them at times|. Because everyone
was very tolevant. And
understood. You know?

Did, did you ever know Margaret
Harrais,

Well, I was going to say, On one
of my pictures, mother bad written
her name on the back. But, |
don’t really remember her. She
was a school teacher. Was she ...

And quite a strong Probibitionist,
as well.

Strong ... Ob, really! Ob, bo! bo!
ho!

Yes!

Well ... my mother actually was ...
A wvery strong woman.

A wvery strong woman. |

remember, bowever, when 1 was
living, either in San Francisco, or




Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Seattle many years ago - before my IHuckins:
father died. She apparently was
asking about me ... remembering
me as a child; And she wrote me a
lovely, lovely letter, I just recall -
remembering me as a little child.
And it was very, very warm ...
affectionate. And how much
she loved my mother, And my
mother was pretty much ... she
wasn't anti-alcobol, but she just
didn't really drink. And, ab ...,

You bave gard... Did you have a Hovis:
pardent
Huckins:
Garden? I imagine we did. And 1
can remember my sister, one
swmmer, in the spring time; and
the wild flowers and wild roses;
and my sister was, very much
[indecipherable word] the
excitement in the household,
because, she was going to be on
the float with all the native gold
crowns, and all the wild roses that
we ...

Umi-nh.

[nterview with Molly O'Neill Fluckins

... braided around the float. And
they were ... A I, all the work that
went into it. [soft chuckle]. And
she was named, at that ... crowned
in McCarthy as Miss Alaska
[Huckins and Howis langhing],
That’s the closest we ever got to
any, to any beauty contest!
[chuckle]. But, the memory of
that ... s very strong ... Ob, and
then we bad a ... we bad a camp
out at Lake Bauliof],

Baultoff Lakes,

Baultoff. And, 1 can remember as
a child going out there. Mother
was always putting bats on me ..,

either fur hats in the winter ...

19
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Kesgpoogy Kins

Hovis:

Huckins:

Frank Morris:

Huckins:

And I'd always promptly throw
them aoff into the snow. 1 never
bad a thing about hats. And then,
we'd go out there with my sun
bats, and I'd throw them out. But,
once [when] we went ont to
Baultof['s |was] very vivid in my
mind. The bears bad been visiting
during the winter. And mother'd
left a jar of boney, or something
[out), And that made a huge
impression on me as a child.
Newver bad a fear of seeing bears,
or anything, but was always just
aware they there ... So, we would
go ice skating there ...

Lim-bum.

ice skating around ... and fishing
o and stufl, And, actually when
my [ather died nineteen years ago
in Seattle, be'd wanted bis ashes to
be scattered over Lake Baulioff,
So, I was ill at the time ... [man’s
voice interrupts),

You take care now.

Same to you Frank. See you, 1
bope soon. ... So, Iwas ill at the

Hovis:

Huckins:

Iovis:

time, tn San Francisco, and
couldn’t join my sister and others.
But, there was a whole long line, 1
was told, of little acquaintances
[indecipherable word] - all bis
loving O'Neill nephews and all up
here. And my sister told me when
she returned to the state, that it
was all misty when they were going
in to Baultoff; and they thought
they couldn't get in; and she bad
wild ... she had flowers and things
to toss ﬁ‘nm the plane. And she
said it was the most ... remarkable
thing ... that the sun just seem ..,
just flooded the arvea. And ... the
mist behind them ... and they just
felt that there was something ...
beautiful about that, And the
other side was all in mist - they
were just able to get out. But,
Harold[sp.?] ... and ... daddy
wonld bave loved that, becanse
there were about ten of bis
beloved nephews, up there, in all.

I have been in that camp.
Hawve you! [very excited],

There’s a large cast iron wood
stove left there.



Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Howvis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Ob!

Must of the building is down.
Several boats ... I go fishing there.

You do?

And, it is a very pleasant ...
Is uts

o pleasant peaceful place.

Is it really? [much excited]. How

‘bout out at McCartby? Would you

say ..

It's the other side of the Nizina ...
It’s probably ten miles ...

‘bout ten miles out, It was a great
adventure to go out there.

And your father bad a car, and
you'd drive over?

Yes! He did, 1 guess there weren’t
too many cars around at that time,
but, yeab ... Something like an old
Ford, or something, 1 suppose.

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Interview with Molly O’Neill Huckins

Um-bum. Drive down to cross the
Nizina bridge ...

Ohb yes.
and then up the bill?

Yes, it was ... My sister was much
maore adventurons ... being eight
years, you know, abead of me
My father loved us daughters
enormonsly, but U'm ... sure be
always wanted to kind of bave a
son to introduce bim to Alaskan
fishing and all ... But my sister
really was a marvelons companion
to him, because ... 've seen many
pictures where she was with ber
rifle ... and they're fishing ... and
she was very much with bim ont-
of-doors, My mother, my father
later said, would go on all the pack
trains, and on bunting trips. And
you see, my mother was only 52"
and very ... very petite, But, he
said she never complained.
[Chuckle]. [ remember that so
well. Never wel ... ‘cause the men
were |always] dubious about
baving a woman joining thetr party
in those days ...
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Howvis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:
Hovis:

Huckins:

Howvis:

Huckins:

Of course.

But, she said she was the most
wonderful sport, and never ... and
they loved having her along.

Um-bum. O.K, ... Well, let'’s see
.« when you left bere, where'd you
30?

Ab, ta Cordova.
Cordova?

And I think I was about six years
old.

And did you stay there for very
long?

[Takes a decp breath]. Perbaps a
year, or so! ... I was trying to
reconstruct things in my mind
with all the ... friends of the family
... [that] knew all of us, because,
it’s just kind of a blank. But I do
recall living in Cordova, because
... Harry O'Neill ... was a brother
of my father. And, my wonderful
aunt Florence ... and all my rwelve
cousins, were there,

Hovis:

Huckins:

IHovis:

Huckins:

Iovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Chuckling.

And I do remember a lot, a lot of
children running around the

bouse. |Chuckle].

Were you ever sick as a child?
[Did you] have the childhood
tlinesses = measles, mumps ...

No! I didn’t! No! And ..
However, when we got to Seattle,
my sister ... | think it was
[indecipherable words]. But, she
was very bealthy up here ... But,
when .., we eventually moved to
Seattle, I can remember scarlet
fever, and the quarantines, and ...
you know, illnesses then,

Very healthy climate up here then?

Ohb yes! And to this day, I bave an
auto-immune disorder: rbeumatoid
arthritis. Sometimes they go two
and twao, but | would give anything
[chuckle) to bave the bealth I bad
when I was living up here.

O.K. ... I would ... love to bear ...
if you bave anything else that you
remember?



Huckins:

Howvis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Well, I was ...
I knotw you were only six ...

Um-bum.

. and it’s got to be kind of bard
to recall ... but, do you remember
[anything else]?

It is bard! Very bard! ... I can
remember going out ... and I think
my mother, in later years, we
wonld go ont every winter ...

Um-bum.

And my grandfather, ber father,
was in Seattle. And ... he was a
judge there ... and we would go
out and spend time there ... and
they wonld always make a big fuss
about me ... [1] bave a sourdough
picture bere from the Seattle
Times. They put me in the judge’s
robes, and they said, “ll’ tiny
sourdough”. 1 was three years old
then, and with bis gavel and
everything. So they made a big
[unintelligible word] - evervone
was so interested in Alaska, of
cotirse. And ... then I loved when

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

g g———§
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I came back to Alaska ... the first
time after all the years. 1 suppose
I was about eight years old when
we left. And my mother .., we
went to Los Angeles at that time,
which was quite « culture shock....

Pretty good change, yes.

Quite a culture shock! And the
noise! The people! The traffic!
The sirens!

Um-bum.

And then I can remember ... 1
apparently started school there.
But I can remember always being
asked, “now where were yonu
borne” [indecipherable word] And
I would say "Alaskal” And all the
children would start to hoot and
scream. Because Alaska, see, was
so remote to them at that time.
And they teased me [chuckle]
mercilessly you know - the way
children do. But they'd dance
around me in circles at recess ... I
can still remember that ... And
say “Igloo, Igloo, Igloo”, you
know. And 'd cry, which was of
course [chuckle] very tempiing.

2
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Interview with Molly O'Neill Fluckins

“..I have such a vivid recollection

Fortune .

Teller's of one summertime, that there
were gypsies...up around

McCarthy. And I can see them to

this day! And my mother telling me

not to stray off, because, she said

the gypsies steal children... I...recall these very

colorful people...with...big ...bright clothes. And
they were singing and dancing. ...And, I don’t know

whether... I, I'm sure it was not (just) my

imagination, because it was so clear.”
Mary O'Neni Huckmns

Cards
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Yes, that’s very cruel,
Well, it was cruel, but isn’t that ...
Did youn ever get evens

No, I wasn’t that kind ... No! 1
Just cried [laughter with Hovis].
And then 1 guess, finally, 1 must
bave fit in - adjusted. But, I was a
very shy child in coming from this
environment ... to that. But, then
we bad some ... ‘course, very
wonderful years. But, then the, ab
... when I came back to ...
Anchorage ... my father was bere
then ... living in Anchorage.

Um-bum.

And be was running ...
Richmond’s Restaurant ... bar, or
something in Anchorage. And, |
badn’t seen bim in some years. He
and my mother bad divorced,
many years before. And be wanted
me to come up ... to get ... Lo sort
of know me.

{im-biwm.

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

So, it was in the spring of 1943 ...
and I was to come bere in April to
visit my father. And bis best, best
friend, whom be absolutely
adored, was Harold Gillam ... one
of our famous bush pilots. We
were very close to Harold and the
family. And, so daddy ... [and|
Harold ... Gillam was going ... bad
gone ... was going to [the] mid-
west somewhere to pick up a plane
for Marrison-Knudsen.

Um-bum.

To carry it back bere, back to
Alaska. And of course, then, it was
war time with the Japanese. And

. Harold ... promised daddy be
would stop in Secattle to pick me up
- be bad one extra passenger seat
on the plane. And it was one
young woman, and a few others 1
guess, from Morrison-Knudsen,

So then, I was so thrilled, and 1
knew Harold so well. And then
just ... several ... about a month
before the trip was actually 1o ...
ah, take place, my father
telegraphed ... because of the
bousing problem. He needed




Hovis;

Huckins:

another month, or so. So [he]
canceled the earlier trip. Well, as it
turned omt, 1 was devastated with
disappointment. But then Harold
did come through Seattle, and we
saw bim briefly, and be crashed in
that plane. ‘N that was bis last
flight.

Umm.

And be was considered a real bero,
always, in Alaska. And I met, in
Palm Springs years later (1 used to
go down with my husband 1o hotel
conventions there) Dewey
Netzdorf, who was a survivor of
that plane [crash). ... There were
a few survivars, but ... So then I
came up [to Anchorage| ... daddy
satid [it was| alright to come by
ship. It was a military zone then -
Alaska. And not everyone could
go there. You know, |people]
could stay up there, but
[Outsiders) couldn’t go there - any
civilian. And so daddy talked
around [with| some people ... and
all ... land) because be was a
resident of the territory of Alaska,
the military intelligence and so

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:
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forth, came to me and granted me
a pass to come up on the Baranof.
And that thrilled me to death. 1
was 1wenty-one years old. And |
got on the Baranof. And the
excitement of ... I always loved
the sea and voyages, ‘'n all. And so
... that was then a troop ship.

Umi-bum,

I don’t know bow many bundreds
they carried, but ...

You were very popular, weren't
you!

Ohb! [stammering!], [ was very ...
Two of us women on board ... It
was [chuckle] ... I mean most
women sigh today when they hear

that ... [deep breath] And ... Yeabh,

two of us women on board, She
was a4 young ... stenographer, 1
think, going to - up to Elmendorf.
And, 1 ... always loved them. |
always remember, too ... bow sad
o they were ... scared to death,
They were just from ... all from
Lonisiana.

"B
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Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:
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Yes,

Hot climates, you know, and all
that - and going out to the
Aleutians. So when we
disembarked in Anchorage ... 1
mean ... no, no - it was Seward!

Setward.

And Captain Ransour |sp.?|, the
skipper, remembered me - [from]
when I was a little girl,

Was ... [that] from the Alaska
Steamship [Company]?

From the Alaska Steam. ... And be
.. adored my mother in a very
nice way. But, she was, ab ... He
.. told me [that] when I was on
board ... well I spent the rest of
the voyage, really, on the bridge
with bim [chuckle] ... and be told
me all these stories about when 1
was a little girl, and bow when
things got so rough, The seas
were so rough! Mother never got
sea sick. She put us children in
the bath b |chuckling]. We
didn't get seasick. Whenever we

got .. she would play the piano in
the social ball to keep everyone’s
spirits up, becanse it would be
rather [rightening, tossing around
‘nall. And ... so be would call, in
the boat [indecipberable word] in
other words, sing. And she would
lead the singing, and it was all ...
made it very happy. And, so then,
one morning ... That voyage took
two weeks, because [we] were
avoiding submarines - possible
submarines in Alaskan waters. We
bad to wait for a convoy. And I
remember it was very impressive,
because all the troops ... and then
the Chaplain, and the Sunday
service, and we were really, really,
you know |indecipherable word]
thinking of the danger that could
be abead. So, then when be sent
bis ... [indecipherable word] and
we started |alcross the ...
Wrangell, the Narrows. And be
sent bis cabin boy down about five
[chuckle] in the morning ...
whatever time ... [the] ship was
going through the Narrows. And
the cabin boy said "Miss O'Neill,
the Captain wonld like you on the
bridge”. And I said “well, no



Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

thank you!" [chuckle]. I wanted to
sleep, you know - just being twenty
one. And like ... and not realizing
the tmport of this. And telling bim
I'm sor... thank you; but no! And
so then he came back again about
ten minutes later, and said “Miss
O'Neill, the Captain orders you on
the bridge”. |Chuckle]. So, with
that 1 got ... And thank goodness
Captain Ransour persisted,
because it was incredible!  Just
incredible. And I was on the
bridge, then, for really the rest of
the voyage. So it was fun. So,
[then 1) came to Anchorage then
in 1943,

When you went ont, earlier, yon'd

go down on the steamsbip, So
that's where you met the Captain?

Yeah!

But, do yon have any memories of
riding the train between McCarthy
and Cordova?

No memories of the train!

Um.

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

No! Idon't, Idon't recall that at
all. But, I don’t know how we got
to Cordova, or ...

I assume as a young child you
were told to stay away from the rail
yards,

Ob, yes! Yeah. Very ... 'n away
from the dogs, and away from a lot
of things.

And were you a very dutiful
daughter?

Very!
Ob you ...

Ob, yeah very! [Chuckle] 7 was
terrified to do anything 1 shouldn’t
[laughter with Hovis]. And I was
not adventurons. If mother sard
don't do that, I didn't. But I did
bave a, a recollection, and 1 asked
people coming bere on the
Kennecott Kids group ... ‘n they
said ‘ob no that couldn’t have
been’. But, | have such a vivid
recollection of one summertime,
that there were gypsies ... up

Interview with Molly O'Neill Flucking ———
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Haovis:

Huckins;

around McCarthy. And I can see
them to this dayv! And my mather
telling me not to stray off, becanse,
she said the gypsies steal children,
or something like that, Well,
obwiously ... But, I do recall these
very colorful people, | never seen
any ... and with, you know big ...
bright clothes. And they were
singing and dancing. And they
were darker skinned ... And, 1
don’t know whether ... 1, I'm sure
i was not [yust] my imagination, Hovis:
because it was so clear. And we

were told to stay away from them. Huckins:
But they ... What they would have
been doing at that time in Hovis:
McCarthy...

Huckins:

Do you have any memories of
Japanese, or Chinese, or, Abtna
Natives,

Yeah, one Chinese I remember ...
My little dog “Sniggy" [sp.?], my
little Siberian Husky ... and the
tailor [uncertain word]. My
gud)'htbrr had bnmgbt bhim back
from Siberia to me. So Sniggy
went everyvwhere [chuckle] ... and,
ab, apparently Sniggy, or Sniggy

and I, had gone into the
restaurant, or something, And all 1
recall 1s ... or [unclear word|
probably the dog went in ... And I
bad a long ... rope, but be swas free
at the time. And all 1 recall
lchuckle] #s the Chinese, or an
Astan ... cook with bis apron on ...
and a big cleaver in bis band,
running after us screaming [Flovis
and Huckins laughter].

Um-bum!
So that was; that was a reality!
That made an impression ...

Yeabh. So I never went back
[laughter] to the restaurant again
[chuckle]. T remember one
Christmas my father ... I think it
swas the Christmas when they tried
to make it up to all the children,
particularly because of the sinking
of all the gifts and decorations,
And 1 remember they put me to
bed, saying “now Santa Claus is
coming”, and |it] did seem like the
snowtest scene of course .., snow
on the roof. I remember that ...
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if be were tense, and you heard
the experiences be'd bad ... He
would stutter when be was, you
know, in conversation. But we got
used to |it] ... and we simply
adored bim, And every time we
were in Seattle, Andy would come
by and bave dinner <with us - fand)]
stay with us, He was so beloved,
and so modest. ... I do remember
one story with Andy, must bhave
been when we were in McCarthy.

. Ab, two stories now. Ab ...
he'd rescued some bear cubs.
[their] Motber °d been killed. And
be bad an old movie camera, 1
guess .. whatever they did in
those days. But, I can still
remember we were all feeding the
little cubs with bottles of milk.
And ... it dribbling down their
fronts; and their bolding the
bottles. And Andy had pictures of
those [cubsj, which we loved.
And. then, another Andy Taylor
story that I recall so well, was ...
and as I said, be was [so] madest.
But my mather and [ather
worshiped bim, as a person. And
o they satd, “Andy tell [us] a
story. Tell a story”, [And he'd say)
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Bleakley:

Huckins:

Huckins:

and the dark sky, and the cold of
Christmas ... And then, my father
apparently ... Ob, a very elaborate
thing ... that be dressed as Santa
Clas, and [breathes] with the Ho!
Heo! Ho! and everything on bis
back. And my mother couldn't
[chuckle] soake me up. And my
poor father [chuckle] was onut on
the roof waiting for her to awaken
me. D've always liked to sleep!
[Huckins chuckling]. And, so that
was ... daddy. ... But it ... made
[a) wonderful ... They were such
... great people up here in those
days. Stll are of course.

[Short pause].

. Would like you to make one ...
comment. That ... Andy Taylor is
one of my great beroes!

Nao!

... loved Andy so ... ob! She loved
Andy sol Ob! And ... same with
the people in Kennecolt in the
Kids “burean thing”
[Unintelligible] and then they
didn't seem to know of him. But

Bleakley:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins:
Bleakley:

Huckins:

be just ... be was ... be was so!
Tell me what you remember!

Well ... I know all about ... I've
done a lot of work, in the
Shushanna |Chisana) area. And [
know about bis role in the
Shushanna. But also, I came to
Alaska originally as a climber,
twenty-five years ago.

Ob! You did?

And so I know of bis climbing
reputation ...

Climbing ...
.. from everywbere,

He was always at our bouse for
dinner - dear Andy. And be
brought me ... the Siberian Husky.
He was almost like my godfatber,
really! And be was such a close
family friend. And I was telling
peaple the other day, when be'd
start to stutter ... mother wonld
just say ... “now ... just you relax”
[stated very soothingly]. And
Andy ‘'d be alright. But, of course,




Hovis:

Huckins:

TAPE |
SIDE 2

Huckins:

“Ob No! No!” But in this one,
be'd taken a climbing party of
some eastern - some Yale students
from Caonnecticut the year before,
up climbing around. And be lost
one of them, at least one of

them ...

Um-bum.

... went down. And didn’t ... Andy
said later, wasn't following bis
orders, And the boy went down
[in a crevasse). Was gone. And
they couldn’t get the body. But,
the family so wanted the body [the
sound on the interview tape fades
to barely audible at this point] of
the boy returned to Connecticut.
So they pleaded with ...

. be didn't bave to take any jobs,
really. Andy bad so many ... much
to choose ... And be thought that
this was better. I remember that
the boy stayed in bis resting place
in the glaciers. But, the family
insisted. So, Andy said ‘all right’.
And, be [elt it was a very

Bleakley:

Huckins:

Inerview with Molly O™Neill Huckins

dangerons thing to do. But, they
went out ... the search party. And
they finally found the body of the
young man from the year before.
And Andy said ... and be bad an
old motion picture ... of their trek
across the ice and the glacters, and
everything. And be said they
traveled at night, because [so] ...
the body wouldn't (thaw]. ... They
buried it in the day to prevent it
from defrost{ing] and
decomposing I guess. ... And it
was a very treacherous trip, but be
did it for the family. They insisted
that their boy be brought back.
But, other guides up there were
saying that they would never do
anything like that. But Andy took
i on,

You bave a lot of pbotographs of
bunting parties. Was |Andy]
guiding in any of those?

Ab, [chuckle] be probably is, yeah.
Well be was probably with us all
the time. Yeab. Andy was just a
member of our family, really, in
McCarthy. And then when we
were outside ... It was interesting

33
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Bleakley:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins:

. be bad many very wealthy
eastern clients.

Um-bub,

New Yorkand all. And I ... it
wasn't Rockefeller family ... but it
sort of seemed on that scale.
When Andy was ready to retire,
and they ... Everyone wanted bim
to come and live with them ... as
family. And Andy finally went ...
And they said ‘we will take care of
you for’ [unintelligible word -
probably “life”]. And they lived on
this big estate in New York.

I always wondered what bappened
to bim.

Yeah, and there ... and bere Andy
... modest Andy, come by this
funny suit, you knotw, bis bat and
growing stutter [uncertain words].
I think be was really crazy about
[chuckle] my mother. And, but it
was such a loving ... He was such
a gentleman. In our family ... He
didn’t bave any family, so be spent
.. And then my cousin Pat
[Patrick| O’Neill, one of the

Hovis:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

O'Neills ... belongs to the
Explorers Club in New York. And
is a very well known mining
engineer. Going [uncertain word]
around the country; around the
world, And be wonld see ...

Um-bum.

And, so at any rate, though, Pat
[Patrick) said Andy would be
invited at times as a very, very
[uncertain word] member of the
Explorers Club in New York.

Um-bum.

And they wanted bim to come ‘n
talk with them ... everyone. Ob,
be was a wonderful person.

Did you ever meet Brad
Washburn, when be was up bere?
He climbed with Andy a couple of
times.

I don’t know. I may bave. But |
was so young.

Right.



Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins;

Hovis:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

He was young then too ... yeak ...
Well [chuckle], and perbaps so,
because they brought everybody to
our bouse for dinner ...

Yeab.

And my mother was a great cook,
as I bave said. And, and be was a
member of the family. So be
brought many of bis people in and
out of McCarthy.

And this was a [riendship that
lasted long after you left
McCarthy?

Ob yes. Yes. And, ‘course we
finally lost track, and Andy was old
and in New York then. And
mother was ... gotten to
Alzbeimer’s then, And, sort of
starting then. But, I guess daddy
kept up with bim, und as I said,
my cousin Pat O'Neill would see
bim in New York.

Yeab, I've seen a ... photograph
very similar to the one you bave
here; with bim down [in] the

crevasse and posed on ... looks

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Huckins:

Bleakley:

Interview with Maolly O'Neill Hucking —————

like maybe the end of the Nizina
Glacier, with a ... with a long ice
axe ... And wearing ... [what]
looks like that same bat.

Yes, yes, probably ..
[unintelligible words, laughter]
yes.

Yeab, (1] may ... sometime come
up with some additional Andy
Taylor questions, and write you a
letrer.

I wish my sister were still alive
because of ber advantage of the
years, you know - remembering.

Yeah, we pust created a special
award for service in [the] Wrangell
St. Elias National Park ... and
we're going to call it the Andy
Taylor Award, because he sort of
epitomizes ..,

Isn’t that wonderful.

A resident of the Wrangells. He
did everything during his career,

35
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Huckins:

Hovis:

Huckins:

Hovis:
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That makes it really ... so
emotional to me. How wonderful.
That dear man. And, as I said ...
bis modesty! I can’t remember
any big, brassy, braggadocio men
up bere at that time. They were all
quietly, very courageous to me.

No big deal about it, you know?

Excellent,

Thank you Logan. It’s been a

pleasure.

It’s been a pleasure listening to
you talking,



Interview with Molly O'Neill T Hucking ——————
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NELS KONNERUP
anp WILLIAM DOUGLASS

Kain:

Hovis:

Intervaes comubugted by Ann Kan
ad Lopan W Hens

Ssannal Pak o senur

hane 2. T9M

Lape #1

Sule »)

June 12, 1993, Kennicott Glacter
Lodge. Interview with Nels
Konnerup and William Douglass,
Interviewers are Logan Hovis and
Ann Kain of the NPS. Logan do
you swant to take the leads

Certainly. I know you - both of vou
bave a lot of memories of the
place that pertain to bow you grew
up bere and the friendships you
formed bere. Yonu made that quite
evident last night. And a lot of
information that is barder to get at
is bow the place worked. How the
people that worked n the mill or in

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

the mines worked. What they did.
We bave a good idea of what they
did in the bunk houses, but I'm
curtons what they did when they
were around the machinery. How
they seorked the machinery. You
worked in the mill a little bit at
certain times.

Very little in the mill but...
And on the tramway?

On the tramways, And also
underground at the Jumbo, Erie...

I would really like to bear what you
did there. In all of the places.

Bill Douglass, of course, knotws
very well [the| administrative
operations that went on bere, and



Hovis:

Konnerup:

bis fatber was the preeminent
manager of this whole operation
from 1915 onward until 1929, I
think I indicated last night that ...
this was probably the most
efficient mining company and
administrative offices that 've ever
encountered. And I've been
fortunate to bave seen mining
operations in Montana, Utab, and
Nevada and other places. They
never worked quite as smoothbly as
they did bere,

You worked there as a miner as
well as in the other operations?

Either that or I bad friends some
who are and a geologist | traveled
a little bit with, Jobn Mercy. So I
do have a comparative of ideas
about what goes on in a mining
town operations. I don't like to
call this @ mining camp because it
was a mining town. It was a
friendly sort of place. Very
unusual in my opinion. And I
think the good deal of it leads to
Bill Douglass’s father and the men
be bired in the administrative
positions. And that goes all the

Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass —————

Hovis:

Konnerup:

way [rom the foreman [who)
worked in the mines and camps for
Jerry and Paul Warner and otbers.
People who worked in
administrative levels in this lower
camps or town.

I've read Mr. Douglass’s bistory
about the operations, It's very
useful. When you worked up at the
Jumbo mines, what was your
paosition?

Well, I bappened to be able to
muck, as they say, from both sides.
And there was a contract operation
between going from Jumbo to Erie
and the crew was two miners and
two muckers. And they all
bappened to be Finns except me.
And they didn't [have] another
Finn who could muck on both
sides. I got a temporary position
and that was 1934. And price of
copper was going up probably
because of the imminent twar
situation. And 1 think they were
thinking of taking more out of the
there and bringing it to the [umbao
tram area, rather than over the side
of the bill down along the glacier.
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Konnerup:

Hovis:

Ronnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:
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Which was a very practical
solution. So that's the only
experience 1 bad underground.

Did you belp with the drill setup?
No. Just mucking,
Just mucking.

They were traditional liners - the
[type of] preumatic bammers
[that] were set up. And the miners
put 14 feet of steel into the face.
As soon |as] they drew that out we
went in and mucked it i the cars,

Then you drill fire and muck
aronnd ecach shift,

Yes, the fire. We wait for dust to
settle then we start mucking. That
was my only experience
underground except going down
the stopes and looking around.
Bonanza was, I think, about 3200
feet deep. The deepest shaft in the
mining operation. There was a
communication between the
Matberlode and the Bonanza and
communication between the

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Jumbo and Erie being developed.
Then I bad the good fortune to
take a job riding line on the aerial
tramways, Jack Morris, the
foreman, the time being
(unintelligible) job I was too
young, but he decided that if |
wanted it bad enough 1 could
bandle it.

What would you do in that jobs¢

Well, that was riding up and dowon
the line watching for problems that
developed in the towers and the
saddles and cables. And keeping
all of the gear on the line greased.
It was a mean job in the winter and
[a] beautiful job in the summer,

You get quite intimately involved
with the latches that bold the top
cars onto the cables.

Ob, yes. Occasionally there would
be an accident in that area and
some buckets got away and
crashed. And generally, you bave a
splicing job to do on the cables,
And then we did the splicing in
place with a platform across the
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Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Howvis:

Konnerup:

main lines and pulled the cables
together and spliced them. And it
was generally a burry-up job
because that mill depended on the
tramways and it cost a lot of
moncy to shut that mill down. The
objective was to Reep as much ore
an the top side as you could in
case of an interruption in the
tramaway.

When you wonld do maintenance
on the towers, would you walk up
to them or would you ride the
buckets and jump off?

Ride the buckets and jump off.
How old were yous
Seventeen, when I started,

Hozw old were you when you
Jinished?

1 worked two years bere before I
left. Bui it was considered a little
more dangerous than some jobs.
There was a few peaple over the
years in the tramway operations. [

thought it was perfectly safe.

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Nels'
daughter:

Konnerup:

You never missed a tower did you?
(inaudible sentence)

Would you ever work in the
transfer stations or the angle
stations?

Yes, I worked at the angle station
on the Bonanza side, Steve
Buchanan and I, we worked two
shifts and that again was designed
to keep that mill running.

Tell them about the hear up at the
angle station.

It was an increasing episode. Steve
Betanal like to feed the bears and
porcupines. They do get to be a
nuisances, I didn’t much like the
idea, but Steve thought it was fine.
He was on the day shift and I was
on the night shift. Went on at 6:00.
I was supposed to bave dinner
ready for bim when be came off
shift and I'd go on. And one day a
little old black bear was sitting up
there in the walkway between the
tramuway and the house. Steve
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Haovis:

Emmcrup}

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

called over and said, “get that bear
off the walkway so I can get in
bere.” I said, “no that's your
problem.” I left bim there and he
bad to run my shift for about an
bour and a balf. The bear finally
left.

You pay bim for that?

So Steve never more fed the bear,
(Inaudible sentence).

I don't know if the smow is gone
enough or not, but that house is
still up there...

Yeh,

In pretty good shape. I think
there’s a gentleman lives in it,

That’s right. P'm not sure about
station 3 on the fumbo side, but...

It’s in good shape, too.
At one time, one winter 1 stayed

riding line, I stayed very often at
stations,

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

You'd ride line on both tram
nyffﬂl ¥.

Yeb.

And it full time job with seven days
a week and cight bours a day and
sometimes more. Station 3 bouse
bad a snowe storm. [ spent quite a
lot of time on that line because
there were several towers. It was
very low and they bad to shovel
ont from under the towers so the
buckets didn’t lift off the line. I
remember one night we weat to
bed and there was a bowling
blizzard up there and in the
morning, when we got up, the
house was completely covered,
except that window that's up about
four feet. We bad to crawl out
through there to get to the tram
lines, The Jumbo line, when I was
there, the Jumbo tram only worked
eight hours a day.

Did you have a lot of problems - 1
think it is [station] number six or
seven. It’s a break over about balf
way up from the angle/transfer
station to the top. There'’s a lot of



Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

snow slides or snow guards up
there now.

On the Jumbo?
Yes, the Jumbo,

Just above the station 3, it was a
break over tower and that was a
menace. We bad to keep that clear
and then there was a long span
below it and tower on lower side
was another place. The worst
snowslides in that came all in [one]
time. And the same on the
Bonanza side, just outside the
Bonanza breakover there was a
deep canyon in there,

The loading station at the top of
the Jumbo, that’s actually in the

ground, isn’t it? You go into the

mountain?

Yeb, There's part of the timbered
tunnel. On the Bonanza side, it
was right aut in the open. The
wind was bowling and it was
mighty cold in there,

Imerview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass

Hovis:

Konnerup:
Howvis:

Konnerup:

I was in that station last summer. |
saw two places where there was
beat. I assume it was a little rescue
station or the foreman shack and a
little place where you bad a bot
plate in it you used to keep the

grease warm.
Yeb.

That was it, wasn’t it?

That was about all the beat, now. 1
remember very well Jack Morris,
when I swas riding line bebind him
and when the weather got real cold
be would send me up to belp on
the Bonanza side because those
chutes would freeze up. And for
some reason or another Jack
thought that I could keep the tram
running or something. He'd send
me up there to belp bim open that
shoot. 1 remember baving big
Scandinavian, Norwegian fellow.
They called bim big Jobn Wilson,
He was a buge man like this man
down bere who pulled the cable
car across.

George Mason.
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Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Kesngcorr Kins

But he was much more muscular.
And be was so darn strang that
be'd take one of those bandles on
that chute and it was solid steel
and he'd bend it. But that would
keep the muck coming down. And
-I guess- one of the tricks to doing
that would [be to)] cut a short stick Kain:
of dynamite and put a fuse on it
and shove a stick up the chute and
jar it loose... That would, of
course, wonld break the caked ore
away from the chute. And we'd
kept it running,

Did you do that? Did you do the
powder work?

Yeb, Most of the fellows were a
little bit afraid of dynamite.

You rode the tram. You weren't
afraid of dynamite, cither.

But there was a trick to it. What I
would do s go up very early on
and load as many cars as I could,
as many buckets as I could and
put them all on sides tracks, So
when the chutes pull up we bhad a
reserve to keep the tram line

Douglass:

running, but it was a matter of
pride as far as Jack Morris was
concerned bere. He didn’t want to
bave any of those new people
complaining, if they didn’t bave
ore.

Some of the questions, I think, the
two of you might be able to belp
us with. A lot of the other kids
we've interviewed baven't bad
much knowledge about the jobs
bere or the labor disputes or
anything like that. Either of you
know anything about that? You,
Bill, with your dad being
superintendent?

My dad originally came bere as a
foreman of the Bonanza mine. He
came from Butte, Montana where
be was chief safety engincer for
Anaconda’s mines there. He was
Just a fese years out of Coloradoe
School of Mines. And then be
became, was promoted to the job
of mine foreman. Which meant be
could move from living at the
Bonanza down to the lower town,
And he visited the mines. And so
be held the job of mine foreman



for a period of some years. Not
sure bow many. Then became
superintendent of mines. Which
was, I think, the official title be
beld the whole time be was bere.
And as far as labor disputes were
concerned. There was a major one
and I'm not clear exactly when it
bappened, but it is my impression
it was shortly after the end of
World War I, about 1919, The
mines were closed, the men
refused to work for a period of
time, I think that bis promotion to
superintendent came as a result of
the successful and negotiation with
the union. And exactly how the
union got in there I don't [know]
because it was supposed to be a Kain:
company that was always anti-
union. I know also that a big
secret at that time |was] that the
Kennecott Copper Carporation
bad undercover information which
was supplied to management from
spies or whatever you wanted to
call them, who worked in the
mines. Part of the understanding
of what was going on there was the
fact that those people, now Nels
correct me about this, was my

Konnerup:

Douglass:

Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass ———

tmpression that they got about

$4.00 a day for their work. And
they’d work full time except for
change day. How did that work
Nels?

They were running three shifts
when the mine was going full tilt,
There was a long change and a
short change. Change from day
shift to afternoon shift te
graveyard shift. And there were
two days of] when you changed
one of those and a half a day off
when the other changed. The idea
was that there was a continuation
of work without interruption.

You know what the labor - dispute
was abowt? Was it about - was it
over wages or conditions?

I'm sure, it was a combination of
that. In the winter, as I
understand it, the snow was so
beavy there in the Jumbo and
Bonanza you couldn’t even come
outside. The dining hall of
Bonanza was underground and 1
have - you probably bave pictures -
I bave pictures of the
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Konnerup:

Douglass:

Ronnerup:

Douglass:

KennecorT Kits

underground dining room. Which
was what - level 5007

Yeb. 500.

And essentially those men lived
without seeing the outside air from
the first of November to, what, the
end of March? Something like
that - and it was cold. From their
$4.00 a day or whatever it was §5.00
a day, they worked their cight
hours and then the company
deducted something like $30.00 a
month for board and room.

Wasn't that abont it?

I think it was $20.00. Ar least it was
when I was bere. It was nominal.

It was essentially as they were
essentially captives of the
company, when they got up there
in the fall, snow begin to fall. You
couldn’t get out of there and they
were - none of the people were
allowed to ride the bucket, except
for people like Nels. In the
summertime when we went
through a long change, some of
the more adventurous of these

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

people, wonld go to McCartby and
enjoy the various entertainment
there. Most of it bad to do with the
drinks. The rule was na drinking
in Kennicott. No liquor. And there
was smuggled liguor. 1 don’t know
how much of that,

That was an interesting situation
as some of the bucket chasers at
the lower end would put these
fellotes into a bucket. Most of
them were quite fearful of the trip
that they bunker down in that
bucket and they very often bad a
bottle of booze in their lap. And
the bucket chaser book them on
the line and reach down and grab
the bottle as it went out. I'm not
guilty of that.

And [ assume they wounld take the
bottle then and dispose of it?

Of course. But drinking was a
serious infraction in the mine.
And they dealt with it
expeditionsly. It was quite easy to
hand a man'’s paycheck and tell
bim that the train was leaving at
sich and such time and that was
it.



Douglass:

Konnerup:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Douglass:

The train came in Wednesday and
Saturday, as I recall, except in the
wintertime swhen the snow would

interrupt. We bad one [gap of] 60 Konnerup:
or 90 days.

Kain:
Yeb, It was over six weeks, I know.

Douglass:

They bad a pool, Everybody would
buy a chance for a dollar. Pick the
day and time the first train arrived

at the station.

They bad a ribbon across the train.

The men - as far as I knew - they

were allowed to write lettérs. Some

of the letters were censored. I'm

not sure. But anyway, there was a

telegraph line into the railroad

station down below and the daily Kain:
stock report came in through that
telegraph station. And somebow or
another [they| were relayed to the
mine. I don’t know what the
system wds on that. So that the
man bad the opportunity te invest
in the stock market. And there
were |a| few exceptional people
who, they didn't have anything
else to do, so they invested. And

Douglass:

some people made a good chunk
of money and got out of there.

Some of them lost it all.
Their $4.00 a day, plus.

They also were allowed to as I say,
write, Men would corvespond with
some of these agencies in the city
who lonely women were registered
with, and on more than one
occasion, a women would get off a
train in Kennicott asking for a man
who was a miner who's been
corresponding with her, who'd ask
ber to come here and marry him.
And she was escorted to the train
and sent back.

I would be if they actually bad to
escort. I'd figure sbe'd get off of
the train and look around and go
“what have I done!" and get back
on the train,

The life led bere - where we are -
for all of us, like Nels and I as
kids, was so different than the
people that worked up there.
Working conditions underground

lnerview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass ————
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Konnerup:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Douglass:

were dark and they wore, balf wore
the carbide lanterns and [did] a lot
of blasting. There were two kinds
of operations, as I understand it.
Some of the miners would contract
swith the company to drill 4 hole.
They got paid by the...

Konnerup:

By the foor.

Douglass:
By the foot or was it - | thought
that they used the measurement of
rods, too. And that's where the I-
did-a-rod came from. That had
nothing to do with the Iditarod.
They got paid so much a foor that
the team of two or three
accomplished. I think the whole
thing through to the thing you
were operating on. Wasn't that a
contract operation?

That was a contract operation. We
got paid $14.00 a foot [for]| the
whole crew. And we [were]
generally given 14 foot [of] steel.
Hovis:
And hosw long did it take yox to
drive that 14 feet.

Konnerup:

It was those liners that went pretty
fast in the area where we were,
The geological structure was
primary limestone and it is preity
easy drilling. We can make a lot of
Jeet in a day as opposed to doing
work in granite or some of the
harder rock.

I think there was a quarrel about
the company beginning ta object
to how much money the
contractors were making. Wasn't
that right?

That’s right. The Finns and the
Welsh miners seere terrific workers,
and you know I can remember
well, we'd go on shifts and muck
out that face and get it in the cars,
And not a word spoken. Mucking
on the same side, then make a
sound and we'd switch sides.
There was no talking and you
worked straight through.

Thats a lot of rock to move. Did
they blast on to a steel plate to
make it easier?



Konnerup:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

TAPE #]
SHIE #2

Konnerup:

Most of it was blasted on to a steel
plate and, of course, a lot of it is a
fairly good size stuff, only pick it
up and put- throw it in.

Terribly beavy work.

Yeah it was. When 1 first started
on the job, I was so tired at the
end of the shift I couldn’t even
stay awake to eat dinner. But I ate
a good breakfast.

That [question of union
representation was] pretty well
settled long before I came up here
to work in 1934 after I got out of
bigh school. The only labor
activity that I saw was some of the
residual International Workers of
the World, IWW. We called them
“wobblies.” Tried to organize
again. Of course a lot of them
were considered to be spies and
things like that. Most of the
miners didn’t want to have
anything to do with them and they
lasted maybe two seeeks if they

Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass ——w—w

Konnerup:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Kain:

Douglass:

came up there, then they were out
of bere.

What was the ethnic makeup of
the miners themselves? Here you
buad a lot of Scandinavians in
administrative ... down bere in the
lower camp.

Most of the miners were
Scandinavians, Finns or
Norwegians.

Cousin Jack, the Welshman.
People who’d come from mining
backgrounds in the so called “Old
Country.” A lot of them with beavy
accents and...

A lot of them couldn’t sign their
pay checks, just make their marks.

So a lot of them were Welsh and
Scandinavian, very similar to the
make up of the people down bere?

I think the composition was the
same at the nine pretty much as it
was down bere except that the
people at the mines probably were
less well educated than the ones
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Left to right: Bill Douglass,

mger
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Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass

“I don’t like to call this a
mining camp because it was

a mining ‘town.” It was a friendly sort of

place.”

NELs KONNERUP
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Kain:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Douglass:

Kinveoort Kips

they'd started up there and they
ended up down bere.

When I was talking to the Moore
sisters [Nan and Jeanne] yesterday
... their father left bere and went
down to Chile and married a
woman from Chile. Did you bave
people from the mines like that?
Kennecott bad mines in Chile, did
any of those people ever come up
here?

No, I never bear of any.

No, we bad very few Latin people
bere. 1 think probably the weatber
conditions were not attractive, for
one thing.

I think the Chile operation was
later in the 20s too. Most of the
composition of the mine labor
force were people who came in
bere between 1915 and 1920.

Yes. They said their father was
bere first, and then went down
there and then came back bere.

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Well Jim Dennis, who built the
aerial tramways bere, bult acrial
tramways all over the world and be
il wll of those tramsweays for
Kennecott Copper and probably
some of the other companies in
Latin America too. And in those
days and wp through the 1920s the
aerial tramway was a muckh more
common system of transporting
ore than it is now, where they use
rails and drill tunnels and things
like that.

Did you ever have any of the
cables break on you under load?

There bave been breaks in the
running lines, when buckets bang
together. But mostly it wasn'’t a
complete break, it was a frayed
cable. We'd salvage the buckets
from the ground by pulling them
up to the towers and loading them
on. We'd set up a platform right
on the scire between the towers
and pull the cable together and
splice it right in place. Jack Morris
and the fellow that I replaced was
a steeplejack, forgot to duck one
day and they were task masters of
bigh wire acts,



Douglass:

Konnerup:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

As Nels says, those were
considered a little more dangerous,
those trips down to those towers
and not only the danger from the
buckets and the cables that were
running all the time but the snow
slide danger. One man, I can't
remember bis name, was working
on one of those breakover towers
and a snow slide swept bim away, |
can't remember bis name, 1927 1
think.

Yebh. | can't remember bis name
either.

He was not normally supposed to
be there, be was sort of a sub-
foreman or something and be'd
gone up to check something and
be'd got too... and swept bim away.

That was probably on the
breakover from the Jumbo station.

What did you use the telepbones
for that are on those breakoversé

To call in to stop the tram when we
were working on a tower or
working on a cable. We could

[nterview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass ——————m

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

string a line from that telephone
that was on the tower down to
where we wanted to stop the
bucket. Some of those couplings
on the main lines, sometimes we
would drop ropes over the side
and slide down the ropes and pull
those buckets up to the towers and
then we'd load them on a platform
and take them down for repairs.
All of those buckets went into the
machine shop for periodic repairs
and - remember that little track
that runs xp from the far side of
the mill, up to the tram house « all
that equipment went up and down
on that rail car.

Have you ever seen the buckets? |
didn’t see any of them around
here anywhere,

There some in the dump over
here.

Yes, and some of the old buckets 1
don’t think were worth salvaging
are in the scrap beap bebind the
machine shop. | baven't seen too
many of the bangers and bells in
there, though,
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Konnerup:

Kain:

Douglass:

Konnerup:

Howvis;

Ronnerup:

Konvacorr Kms

There'’s some over beve. But they
bad a book, like a bail on a bucket,
and a latch that went onto the
bucket and onto the frame. Those
things ran right over the top of the
crusher and yon just flip the latch
and turn the bucket over, When
we were riding line, we, of course,
didn’t stop the tram except when
we were working on the line, but if
we were cutting off the tightening Kain:
bolts on the towers or anything we
would just jump on the tower and
the same way we would fump on
while it was going.

Douglass:

I'm surprised more people didn’t
get killed doing that.

It wasn’t all that slow either,

No, it moved fairly fast. Tt moved
fast enough so that when vou
Jumped off at the lower end and
bit the ground you bad to run a
few steps before you got stopped,

And you bad your tools in your
band when you did i1, Hovis:
Lither yon had them over your

shoulder in a sack or something.

Konnerup:

Konnerup:

I can remember my father twice a
week wonld go into the mine for an
inspection and so an and so forth
and be would sit at the battom of
that bucket and ride up there. On
some duays it was so cold. What, it
took balf an bowr to get up there.

Abour 45 minures,
If it'’s fifty below, that's cold,

Each of those lines was four miles
long. But bis father was a
tremendonsly safety conscions
man. [ remember bim when I was
a kid. Of course he was gone
when I came back and worked.
He'd moved on to the states, But
be always wore a bard bat and
always took all of the precautions
that were listed by the book. He
made provisions for all the safety
devices that normally wounld have
been taken according to the
Department of the Interior safety
regulations,

What were some of the safety
devices at the times



Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

Kain:

Kunncrup:

Douglass:

Hard bats were available. Most
miners wouldn’t wear them. They
waore these caps with carbide
lamps on them. And I never did
see a miner who wore a mask.

Fortunate bere they've not drilling Kain:
rock.

There wwere miners that got what
we called “miner's consumption™
[silicosis] from time to time and
ship them down to Arizona. Very
often they'd bave to take a
collection for the fare.

Douglass:

Would you drill dry bere, or drill
wetf

Both, Nobody paid most attention
to dust or asbestos or anything
else. We used a lat of ashestos.

Yeab, we know. Now being
removed. Kain

r'd belp remove it. It wonldn’t
botber me.

Douglass:
It was, I wounld say, not baving

dane it but I know it was an

[nterview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass

excruciatingly difficult job to be a
miner there and rewards were so
minar. Some of those men worked
there for ten or fifteen years and
newver got out of that routine,

Do you think the conditions here
were any worse than at any other
mine at the time? A mine similar
to this that did anything different,
or was Kennecott better or worse
or about the same?

Copper mining ts generally safer
than coal mining and things like
that but my impression from sixty
or seventy years looking back, 1
can’t imagine how they could get
people to do what they did. A man
would come bere and work here
for ten or fifteen years for a net of
$80 a month and live under those
circumstances.

So you think it was probably as
good ar better bere than any other
place?

In Wales or Stweeden.



——— ]';_i\;‘“j-. 171 KH re

Bonanza dimmg hall, so0 feel below ground level



Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass ——

_5 “..essentially those [miners] lived

/- without seeing the outside air from the

_ first of November to...the end of March.
g\ ...and it was cold. From their $4.00 [or]
N $5.00 a day, they worked their eight hours
and then the company deducted something like
$30.00 a month for board and room. ...they were
essentially captives of the company”

Witiam DovGrLass
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Konnerup:

Kain:

Certainly the conditions were
better than they were in West
Virginia or vastern state coal
mines. Unfortunately - and my
Jather was one of those that
invested pretty beavily in the stock
market and didn’t quite make it in
1929, So we were not very well off
when I went to high school. 1
went to work in Seattle in a coal
and ice company outfit for 10 cents
an bonr. [ eventually got a little
more than that as I went through
high school, 1 thought $4.25 a day
was phenomenal and a lot of
money to be making at that time
and I [2] to work in excruciatingly
bard. In fact I enjoyed every
minwte of it. In fact I couldn't
wait to ger out of bigh school, 1
left @ week before they graduated
to get back up bere and go to work
and I enjoyed every minute I spent
bere,

So you were bere two years
working here, and then you went
back down to Lower 48 and went
to veterinary schoolf?

Ronnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:
Howis:

Douglass:

Right. 1 made enongh up bere to
pay my way through and my
sister’s [2). I never really felt that [
was abused as far as working
conditions were concerned. The
food was good.

Did you have to bring your own
blanket when you were bired ons

No.

That makes this a better mine.

To give you an idea of contrast.
My father has, to my best
recollection, his superintendents
who're paid $8,000 a year when
they left here. I never beard this
from him, but it was my
impression also that be was miffed
because, maybe that was the kind
of person be was, be was
disappointed that the company
would nat make him manager. Mr.
Stannard, who was manager who, I
guess about 1922 or 23 to 1926,
was an accountant type, be wasn’t
a mining engineer, be had little
contact with people. That was my
dad’s forte to keep the ... going
and be was good at it.



Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass

Left to right: "HHI Douglass, Mary __f.ut*n Duggan, Pegagy Dugggan.
The three children at far left may be [rom the Douglass family as
well. ' |
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Kain:

Douglass:

Kain:

Douglass:
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Much more of a bands-on person
than Stannard was.

He got $8,000 and bis bouse, a free
bouse. I don't think there was any
charge for that house at all. When

be left bere be bad a contract with

The Consolidated Copper Mines in
Kimberly, Nevada, for $12,000 and

@ house and a car.

Wouw, that’s a big jump.
Douglass:
When we left in September of 29,
Just before the stock market, and
my father bad accumulated from
this stock market business that
Nels is talking abowt, again my
memory may be wrong, $500,000 in
stock which be bad on a 50%
margin and when the stock market
broke, be ended up in Nevada the
summer of 1931 with $30,000 left
of everything. And they closed the
mine. There were 1200 or 1500
people working in that operation.
Big operation. The only people left
in town were a dozen or so. The
price of copper by that time bad
gone down to less than a nickel a
pound. | think it got down as low

Konnerup:

Ronnerup:

as three cents. They were mining
it in Kennecott when it was 60, 70,
90 cents. He left there and be

didn’t bave a job and be was out
of work for six montbhs.

Those were tongh times. My
father invested pretty beavily in the
stock market and again a lot of it
on the margin and it was
devastating.

These people - I could remember
my father talking about it - pooled
in three shares of Eastman Kodak
and U.S. Steel. It was gold, I'm
going lo retire on that,

Airplane stock, it was sometbing,
then all of a sudden nothing,



Douglass:

Konnerup:

Hovis:

Konnerup:

So any case, if you compare the
$4.25 [per day] now or what we
were getting in the depression in
1933, people were being paid 8 or
10 cents an bowr to work in the
states for laboring jobs. So a dollar
for an eight bour shift or 50-60
dollars @ month was pretty good to
live on.

All the farm labor was a dollar a
day or less, Generally food and
lodging provided but it was just
common labor,

You took the job more for the food
and lodging than for the money.

But overall I would again say that I
bad opportunities to look at mines
in the east coast of the United
States and the Southwest and
Montana and places like this and I
bad a very close associate that twas
a toxicologist for the Anaconda
Copper Company in Montana. So
I've bad an association with
mining operations bere and there
(2] and I must say this is the best
operation ['ve ever seen. From the
standpoint of wages, from the

Interview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass

Konnerup:

Konnerup:

Kain:

Konnerup:

standpoint of social benefits. And
I think we can attribute almost all
of the social benefit program to
Bill Douglass's father [William].
Because the other management
level people were certainly not
interested in the welfare of the
waorker who bad [?].

Also the people in New York -
Kennecott peaple - were and are as
far as I know some of the bardest
nosed people of all time in their
approach to, that all they wanted
was [?] ore on that boat going to
Seattle.

Real quick, baving interviewed
your sister [Yvonne Konnerup]
several years ago, just refresh my
memory. You came up bere
where?

1923, 24. We were from Stanwood,
Washington.

And what did your father do there?
He was an auto mechanic and a

car salesman. He sold Chevrolet
cars. Had bis own garage.
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Kain:

Konnerup:

Kain:

Konnerup:

Kain;

Konnerup:

Kain:

Konnerup:

64
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And they added on a third
bedroom to one of the bouses just
to get you here so be bad a
companion.

His father again authorized Chris
Jensen to put that room on there.

To get you up bere.

To make it adequate. He was a
nice pops. We loved bim.

And when you left, your dad didnt
stay in mining, did be, your fathber?

No, be ran the store, the tail end
of the store.

Did be stay in retail business when
be went...

He tried to set up a business in
Juneau, a retail store business in
Junean. It was the depression
times and it didn't work out and he
came out and bis mother built a
store in Granite Falls,
[Washington)]. She was getting
quite old and be and my motber
took aver. And be built some

KRamn:

Douglass:

apartments. He did quite well.
He retired with two or three
houses. He was not rich but well

off.
And your father stayed in mining.

My father stayed in mining. He
went from the closed plant in
Kimberly, Nevada, [near Ely] to a
place called Downieville
[California] where be was in joint
venture with two of bis college
classmates. It didn’t work out at
all. And be was offered by Mr.,
what was bis name - be was the
automobile man - E.L. Cord, who
manufactured the cord .
He bad a little mine in a place
called Penryn, just outside of
Auburn, [California] and my dad
worked there for six months. His
best friends from years ago was a
geologist who was worldwide
knowen and be recommended dad
for a job in British Columbia. So
we left Auburn in 1934 and be took
over this mine in Penticton, British
Colimbia, just near Penticton. It
was called (Hambley?), British
Columbia, and ran that. That was



Kain:

Douglass:

New York-operated and owned by
people whao had operations in
Ecuador and then, [with] the
success of that plant, be was
invited to go to New York and be
the vice president in charge of
operations for all their mines.
Went to Ecuador and ecastern
Canada. He beld that job for ten
years and couldn't stand
commuting from Scarsdale or to
New York so be quit that job and
went back to bave an office in
Seattle for the company and do
private geological consultation.
He lived in Seattle for the rest of
his life and died when be was 90
years old,

Well, I thank you both very much.

It’s a lot of information that we

baven’t been able to get from other

people that grew up bere because
they weren’t that involved in the
mine. It’s been real helpful.

Well, Nels, particularly baving
worked there.

[nterview with Nels Konnerup and William Douglass
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YVONNE KONNERUP LAHTI

Kain:

Kain:

Litervew comdinotced by Ans Raan
Saatseogmal b ermns
Jome 17, TR0

I-vlpt LE |
Sade #)

Kennicott Glacier Lodge,
Kennecott, Alaska, June 17, 1990.
Oral bistory interview with Yvonne
Konnerup Labti. She was raised in
Kennecort during the time when
the mill and mines were in
aperation. Presently, she is in
Kennecott for the Kennecott Kids
Reunion, hosted by the Kennicott
Glacier Lodge. The interview is
being conducted by Ann Kain for
the National Park Service, Alaska
Regional Office.

We are curious as to the age you
were when you were in Kennecott,
when you came and so forth,

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahu:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

It must have been when I was six
vears old and we stayed for six
years, tll I finished the sixth grade
in 1931 [?] when children were
ready for bigh school.

What did your father do?

Well, when my father first came
up, be was straw boss of the yard
gang for about a year, year and a
half, and then got into the store
and then he worked in the store.
Was be clerking or working with...?
Clerking and...

Helping run the store in facts

Yes, belping run the store, yes.

Did be come from a mining
background?



Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

No, no. Frank Iverson down bere
bad the |?] in McCartby and my
fatber's garage business bad gone
under in 1923 when they bad a
recession. So be bad written down
and said they were hiring up bere.
And Dad couldn’t get something
be wanted down there so Dad
decided be wanted to come up and
try it.

He was an awto mechanics

Yes, be was just a general worker at
anything, a jack of all trades,
really. But bis folks bad run a
grocery store and they had also
run a lumber mill and they worked
in the woods 7). Well, so anyway,
be came up the first year and then
Bill Douglass found out that be
bad a son the same age as Billy
Douglass and there were no other
boys Billy's age up bere so be was
after Dad to bring the family up.
Mother wasn’t very keen about
coming up and found out there
were two bedrooms in the bouse
up bere so she was just adamant,
she just conldn’t possibly do it, she
bad two girls and a boy and she

L -
el T 11
» —_— ]

oo

Back row, left to night: Nels Konnerup,
Mary Effen Duggan. Front row, left to
right: Yvonnne Xonnerup, Peggy
Duggan, Jean Douglass.

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Labhti ————
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Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

L.ahti:
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bad to bave three bedrooms. So
[2] bedroom on the (2] bouse up
there so cut off the kitchen I think
and made a small bedroom [?).
There were three bedrooms in that
ane,

So the tweo girls could be in one
and the boy be in one and the
parents could be in one.

Ub bub,
Where did you come up from?

We came up from - well the years
Mam swas - the year Dad was in
Alaska (7] Mother and my aunt
went (o the Bellingham Normal
School, cause Mother bad been a
teacher when she met Dad. So we
came from Bellingham and went
down to Seattle and then up. Our
tickets were all bought throngh the
office up bere, or were ordered
through the office up here and
delivered to us. So, we came up
without any excess baggage, which
just about astounded the station
master bere but they didn’t charge

Kain:

Lahts:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Laht::

us for any excess baggage [¢] all
been ordered through the office
(2],

Mr. Douglass wanted a playmate
for kis son pretty bad, bub?

Yes, 2] so we were up bere six
years.

You left in ‘25, is that what you
said?

We came in 25, And we left in 31.

Where did you go to when yon
left?

We svent back to Seattle. We sent
my sister out alone for ber first
year of bigh school and then my
brother was ready for bigh school
so then it wasn't feasible [2]. So
we went out [?).

How long did your dad stay bere?

Well, be staved berve three or four
years and then be went to Junean
for a couple of years and then he
came back and worked for a year
before it closed in 37,



Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Rain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

You were all down in Seattle.
Yes, we were all down in Seattle.

Did you see bim during that times?
Wias be able to get off to come
down?

Na. Well, we saw bim when be
went to Juneau, before be went
back again, a few times, but that
was all.

Did be stay until the mine closed
then?

No, I don’t think be was bere
when the mine closed. I think he
left the year before the mine
closed.

He joined you all in Seattle then?

Yes. And then they took over
Grandma Clamitt’s store in Granite
Falls because she was getting roo
old to [?].

So be continxed store work once
be went back.

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahui;

Laht:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain;

Lahuti:

Interview with Yvonne Koanerup Lahti ———
Yes.

When you were up bere, you
mentioned living in the bouse
down bere on the same level as the
lodge and they added a third

bedroom.
Um bumm |?] is that south?

Yes.
[Inaudible]

The bouse. On the same level as
the lodge bere.

Yes,

One of our questions has been
whether you made any
improvements on the house. Well,
apparently, there were some with
the adding on to the bouse.

Yes. And then Dad fixed the
porch, First be screened in the
porch and we bad a swinging
couch on it, you know. He built
that for us and the couch. He was
very bandy. And then there were
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Lahti:

Lahti:

Lahti:

Keanvrcorr Kios

two other [2)] in the bouse [2?] then
enclosed it with the windows (7).
And then be built wood flower
boxes across the porch there then
the porch out and down the side
and then we bad a large garden.
[?] added on to the woodshed |?].

So when be came, be intended to
stay?

Well, yeb, wm humm, once he
came up bere. [?] wonld stay,
because it was the middle of the
depression, you see, so there was
nothing to go out for.

If you bad a job you better stay
where you're at.

Yeb. If you bad a job you stayed
where you were.

Was that the only house that you
lived in bere?

Yes. After we got up bere, about
six months I guess it was, Dad
took the job in the store. The
person left and they put Dad in the
store. When you come up bere,

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

unless you were bired down there
to come up for a specific job, you
just came wp and applied for a job,
you were usually put in the yard
then until they found a niche for
you, if you fit into a niche, you
know. That sort of thing with the
store manager and be was put in...

In charge of that.

Of the store so then we were on
staff so then we could have moved
to the [?] bousing. Bul be went
down and looked at it [?] bow
wonderful to bave a batbroom and
never have to go ont that long
stretch through the woodshed to
the privy. Motber said [?] two
bedroom,

She preferred the three bedrooms
to indoor plumbing, bub?

Yes.

How wwere these houses beated
thens

Ob, just a...



Lahti:

Kain:

A wood stove?
A pot belly...
Woad stove.

Wood stove, yes, and then a wood
range in the kitchen.

Since your father became staff
then you had the opportunity o
move to another house. The
bousing bad to do with the social
status or where you fell into the
work force.

We felt that there was quite a
difference when we came in. 1
don'’t know, people that were bere
whether they noticed it and I don't
know whether other people

noticed it but we noticed especially
there was quite a difference
between staff people and non-staff
people, We felt that way. If it
actually was |?).

When you were with those other
families, did yon do things with
different social categories or
different labor groups?

Lahti:

Rain:

Lahui:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahui:

Kain:

Lahti:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti ———

Well, to some extent, ub bhub.

So it didn't reach necessarily
beyond the bousing and so forth?
You still socialized with those
people,

Yes, but there was some [?). 1
understand there was a little bit of
discrimination whetber you're
Danish or Norwegian.

Reully.

Whether you're Danish or
Norwegian, Norwegian or whether
you're Danish or [Swedish?],
Right.

We felr that there was, but then
dfter we were on staff [?].

A lot of time you socialized with
other staff?

Ob, yeb, vb, yeb.

Rather than the laborers and the
mill workers?
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Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Rain:

Lahu:
Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:
Lahti:
Kain:

Lahts:

Kennecorr Kips

Ob, yeb, Yeb, I don't think there
was really too much, just a little bit
[?] on staff. You know, I mean
little things.

You bad electricity then in your
bouse?

Ob, yes. We all bad electricity.
But did a lot of wood cutting?
Were you involved in wood
cutting?

Um bumm.

A lot, bub.

I still ent a lot of wood. 1 beat my
place by wood.

Ob, you do?

Yes, um bumm.

Well, where are you at now?
[Inaudible]

You beat with wood then,

Lahui:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Yebh, wum bumm, Yeb, I bave a big
bouse that 1 - especially the
upstairs ‘cause I bave ail [?].

Yes.

(2] cat it up and 1 stack it and 1 [?}]
and I baul it in.

That's interesting. So you got your
start with wood beat bere, hub?

I've enjoyed it |?] better than
bousework.

Did you belp your mother with the
housework?

Oh, yeb. We bad to help with the
bousework, but my sister is very
efficient [2]. You know, 1t bad to
be done [?).

But you didn’t like that kind of
work anyway.

I didn’t like that so I could get out
of doing the dishes by cutting the
wood. And I didn't like dusting
[2). And the year my sister went
Outside I bad to take over and



belp with the washing (2] the stove
and the carpets [?] and we bad to
wring out the sheets and hang
them out. I bad to bang the sheets
and learn to iron all the
bhandkerchiefs and all the sheets
and pillow cases and all the shirts.
We bad flannel shirts - the major
things, we didn’t bave to do the |?)
or the white shirts |?) did those [?].
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Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti ————

Did your brother belp with the
bouseworks

Not especially, I don’t think with
the bousework, but be took care of
all the wood |?).

Yeh, and the wood was a big job
since you were beating with it as
well as...

Ub bub, when you're beating two
stoves all the time, you kRnow, it
was a pretty big job. And then in
the summer time be bad to belp
Dad with the sawing of the logs.
They skidded the - took the logs at
the grove np bere and then
skidded them down to our
woodshed.

Ob, off the top road.

Yeb, the top road, cause they'd
come right down and that was very
steep, even though [?] a flat place
there, you know, [?) saw the wood
in cross sections and then split it

Did you bave a garden?
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Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

74

Yes, we bad a garden. We bad

quite a mice garden. Dad always

put on the lower level Dad put |?]

in beds. There were carrots in one

bed and lettuce in anotber bed and Kain:
[?]. [Inaudible]

Did you cané Did you can them to
preserve them for winter or...

No, ‘cause we didn’t bave enough
[Inaudible]. Bur the cabbage was
buge and they'd get a 23 pound
cabbage [?], And we would get a
lot of currants, berry picking,
currant picking. The current jelly
was good. We picked some
raspberries but that was mostly
eating becawse [?] enongh ro can.
We wonld get cranberries and
make cranberry sauce and
cranberry [Inaudible],

Most of your ather food was Lahti:
purchased at the company store?

Um bumm. Yeb. You took out -
you bought so many when you
paid $160 and you got your food
with the $60 worth of scrip that
you got for 2] and wsed that

mostly and you could use money
too but you didn't use much
money. You used mostly scrip.

Do you know what the purpose of
the scrip was, I mean, why did
they have you use that instead of
the money?

I don'’t even know why they bad us
do that instead of money, except
that you bad money for groceries
then. And maybe they didn’t want
that much money floating around,
if you get cash or something. |
don’t know why, because it was a
very bonest place. You could leave
anything anywhere.



Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahut:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

No crimes
No, practically none at all.

I assume most of the food you
bought was canned, what about
meat, bow did you store the meat?

Well, they bad the meat locker
down |?] and a refrigerator |?] you
know, to store them. And so you
just bought your meat.

On a daily basis¢

On a, yeb, but stew meat and you

got roasts and you got pork chops
and you got [?]. And the company
furnished each family a turkey for
Christmas. I don't think they did

for Thanksgiving but I knotw they

did for Christmas. They had meat
down there all year long.

And you just bought it when you
needed it.

Yeb.

Rather than buying a quantity and
storing it.

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain;

Lahti:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Laht

Yeb, well, you had no place to store
it, you see,

Right, right. That's what I was [?].

Sa it was all stored [?)] and that’s
where we ordered it |?).

What about the clothing?

Ob, we ordered from a store in
Seattle, Sears Roebuck,
Montgomery Ward, And if you
wanted something special [?)
Company in New York. There
were lots of things we used out of
that company.

Nozw, the store down bere didn't
have clothing?

.f\l‘r .

Did they have work clothing for
the men i the mull, I mean, in the
minesé

I think they bad some clothing for
the men [2]. I think so, I think
there were |?] clothes. ‘Cause |
know they had things like, ob, |
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Children dressed in costume. From [eft to I‘I.tHH.' Ingjer Tensen, Nels Konnerup, Jane
Vickery, unknown by, Navarre Konnervup, Debbie Vickery, Biil Daouglass, Jean Dougjlass
and unknown curty-topped giri.



Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti

“..we noticed especially there

was quite a difference between
staff people and non-staff
people. We felt that way.... 1
understand there was (also) a little bit
of discrimination whether you’re Danish or
Norwegian. Whether you’re Danish or Norwegian,
Norwegian or Swedish. We felt that there was...”

Yvonne Konnerupe LAHT
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Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Kinnreort Kios

know my brotber bought Mother a
card table and napkins and [?]. 1
still bave it. And ber slip.

You bought that at the company
stores

And got that at the company store,
They bad things like that. And
Dad bad a concession from some
company for jewelry, because a lot
of the single men wanted jewelry
Jor Christmas to send out to
whoever they bad Owtside or
women just around bere. So they
could come in and look through
the catalog and tell Dad what they
wanted and send out for it [?).
And 1 think they bad some
clothing there for the men, you
know.

Humm. What about furniture
then? No furniture?

Not that | know of. No, they
didn’t bave any furniture in the
store,

Where did you get your furniture?

Lahuti:
Kain:
Lahti:

Kain:

Lahuti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

I don't knosw.

It was just there.
I was six years old [?).

You bhad a bed to sleep on and
chairs to sit on and didn’t care
where they came from.

Yeb, And, you know, people
probably brought things up [7]
you know, and so there swas extra
floating around probably and just
used it for the - I don't know.

Did you ever buy anything,
clothing, or food, or furniture, or
anything in McCarthy or Cordovas

[Inaudible]

Were you able to go out
somewbere? I mean, did you go
like down to Long Lake? I've
beard a number of people were

going.

Yebh. Well, Mrs. Jensen took me
down with ber to Long Lake one
year. She usually went down [3)



Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Lahti:

Kain:

‘cause she bad ber people there
and everything, you know. ‘Canuse
she bad lived bere so long, you
know, and of course we didn’t
know [?) took us down,

Did your family go at all?
Nao, na.

You never went with them or didn’t
go an camping trips orf

Well, we did a lot of picnicking.
Just up by the mines or?

[Fisher Tree?] or this way or down
by the springs and that sort of
thing,

Did you ever go outside of Alaska
when you were here the whole
times

Nao, that would cost money and we
didn’t bave money. We bad scrip.
We used scrip, you knose.
[Inaudible].

So you did a lutle bit of day
excursions bere and there [?).

Laht:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahn

Yeb. And we would go down to
McCarthy for the ball games
[Inaudible].

Well, I just know that some of the
other kids I talked with talked
about going camping vver a week-
end or for a few days, not a
vacation as such but - and 1 just
wondered (7]

[2] we would, you know, like we'd
do sometbing like one time we
walked over - the staff [?] to Green
Butte [?] and Dad and Chris
(Jensen) bired a car to come and
get us [?].

A few of the peaple - it was kind of
interesting - they were saying they
bad no childbood diseases. Do
you recall baving any when you
were beref

Well, I bad the flu. I know Nels
bad the flu one Christmas. Chris
[Jensen| went along with the borse
and sled and jingle bells and
delivered the Christmas presents
that year. |Inaudible].
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Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Labti:

Kain:

Kennncorr Kios

I've beard that be dressed up as
Santa Claus.

Well, yeb, at the ball, but one year
everyone was sick with the flu [7]
trade a cigar for [?] were abowut the
only ones unaffected by the flu [?]
Chris went around with a borse
and sled |?) bearing the bells

outside.

So was there no Christmas
celebration that year because
everybody was sick?

No, no, everybody was sick, [?]
and I bad colds and bad my tonsils
out up bere the year we went out
to Seattle because I could bave
them ont here 3]

You had to pay for treatment
though, a small amount for baving
them out.

Yeb, a small bit for baving my
tonsils out, yon know.

It would bave cost you a lot more
in Seattle bad you had it done
there than it wonld have bere.

Lahti:

Lahti;

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Yeb, to bave it done up here and
(2] other than colds and [

No chicken pox or measles?
No, we didn’t bave any of [?].
Did you get them later?

Yeb, Well, I bad the chicken pox
before I went up [to Alaska], when
I was a child, and I got the measies
down in Seattle.

So you bad them, but you bad
them when you swere older.

Yeb, yeb. As soon as we got down
there we started school and [?)] got
the measles and then I got the
measles and then I got [?] and was
sick all year.

Other than baving your
tonsillectomy, did you use the
bospital much at all, your family?

Ob, yeb. We used the bospital for
anytbing that bappened 1o us.
Like there was a (2] creek there
and one time there was aboul a



Kain:

Laht:

foot and a balf or so of nice fresh
snow and Nels and [ started
rolling down, you know, that first -
I wasn’t side ways but you know
bow the [?] and I went over that
bank. Of course the stream was
frozen over but there were large
boulders sticking out of it and T
managed to bit it and broke my
collarbone. So it burt, so I went to
the hospital and the doctor said it
was just the collarbone and be
strapped me up and sent me bome
with a note telling that I bad fallen
in the creek and broken my
collarbone. And then another time
I was playing handball with my
brother and I went like this and 1
got splinters under my fingernails
and that was intolerable. 1 cried at
the hospital. Anything that
bappened to you, you didn’t
bother to go bome,

Because you knew they were just
going to pack you up and take you
to the bospital anyway.

Yes, you just wemt over to the
bospital and got treatment there.
You know, they were all jist minor

Kain:

Lahu:

TAIFE 2

sIDE

Kain:

[nterview with Yvonne Konnerup Laht:

scrapes and if you get a real bad,
bad scrapes well you went to the
bospital 2] rather than running
bome. It's closer to the
playground than going bome. It
was there and we wsed il.

Were the same doctors there the
whole time you were up bere?

Ob, no. Dr. Gillespie was bere the
first year and I think it was Dr.
Turner, who was a real good
doctor, and then Dr. Peterson was
bere. I don’t know if it was Mrs.
Turner or Mrs, Peterson that gave
us the piano lessons. But anyway,
one of them. Then, because I was
so nearsighted - she didn’t know
what was wrong with me but I was
scared of everything - and 1
couldn’t see [Inaudible].

We were talking - just to open this
side of the tape - we were talking
about bealth and you were
mentioning yowr problem with
nearsightedness.  Did they
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Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti ——

OPTICIAN

. Wl ! was so nearsighted...I couldn’t
XS see. I couldn’t see the big E on the
chart. Ididn’t realize until I was
‘Outside’ (and received proper
glasses) that there were that many stars in the sky. 1
was aware of only the bright stars in the sky....”

Yvenune Konnerur LAHT
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Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kexneoorr Kns

discover that bere and could you
get glasses bere?

Well see, I started out this size and
I was sitting right up next to the
board. Then I got to be a second
grader and all the first graders
were sitting up next to the board in
the fromt of the room and I wus
sitting in the back of the room and
all of « sudden nothing was
coming out right, you know. The
teacher was getting concerned
because I was the second one she
7] you'd better bave ber eyes
checked. And it’s funny, Mother
was a teacher, that she wouldn't
bave picked it up because of all
the years that | bad as a child, But
she didn’t. Anyway, they picked it
up in second grade and I couldn’t
see the big F on the chart.

Boy, that is nearsighted.

And so - yeb, I conldn’t tell a [2].
You know they didn’t have the
lacilities bere to deal with me. And
I bad those little round, litile
round, |?) glasses with the black
rim around them |?).

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Did yon bave to go somewhere else
to get them or did they - wrote a
prescription and sent off?

No, they sent for them. He used
the lens that be bad bere. He had
a box, you know, and they bad just
the doctor not the eye doctor, and
got them just as close as be could
and sent a prescription out. But 1
didn't realize until I was “Qutside”
that there were that many stars in
the sky. I was aware of only the
bright stars in the sky that | saw.

That is nearsighted, What about a
dentist?

Ob, that was [?] vccasional, once a
year or something like that. [?)
cavities. I don't know, my sister
and I seemed to bave cavities all
|Inaudible). And then when we
went out we bad to bave most of it
all done over again.

Ob, really.

Yes. Cause I can remember I bad
saved a bundred dollars when |
left bere af extra savings



Kain:

Lahui:

Kain:

Lahti:

[Inaudible]. So I bad this bundred
dollars and they were going
through this depression in Seattle.
In junior bigh school and in high
schaol there wasn't enough money
to pay for my extra pair of glasses,
cause I bad to bave my glasses
changed every six months. My
eyes were so bad. Because of that
there wasn't enough money for
Dad to pay for that [2]. There tsn't
enough money to pay for the
dentist, One or the other of us

was constantly going to the dentist.

But the dentist wonld come up
bere once a year and took care of
them...

And stayed until everybody in
camp was taken care of?

Yeh, ub bub. And I don’t think be
was probably o good a dentist. 1
don’t know, He was a different
dentist most every time.

The company, I assume, brought
bim up.

I suppose,

Kain:

Lahti:

: L
Kain:

Lahti;

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti ———

What about other medical
assistance? Were there doctors in

McCarthy or nurses or anytbing
like that?

No.
No?¢

No. You know, if there'’s a bad
accident on the train, you stay in
Chitina [?) and if there t5 a bad
accident - one of the Indians in
Chitina bad a child and be was
burt very badly. I don't remember
(2] anyweay, be was...|?] but be
didn’t bave a wife, whether she was
dead or what cver, be had a five-
year-old little givl and my motber
said, well now, we should get all
you kids together and get some
dolls, canse she bad to stay at the
bospital too. He was staying at the
hospital and she bad to stay at the
bospital too. And get some
clothes, each one of you
contribute some clothes for this
little girl. I can remember picking
this big, dear (3] doll that I bad
gotten for Christmas the year
before, because 1 couldn’t give up




86

Kexnecorr Kins

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

my other two dolls from the past
two years, So most of the
accidents...

Even if you weren’t connected
with the company, didn't work for
the company, you conld still use
the bospital, use the bospital
facilities?

Yes, ub bub, until they could
arrange some kind of
transportation outside or
something. You know, [?] ont. 1
don’t know who paid for it or
anything like that.

Couldd the people in McCarthy,
could they come up here and buy
things at the store?

No, I don’t think so, They bad

their own store.

Just for medical assistance,
because it was the only available in
the area?

Yebh, yeh, It was just [?] company
is company. As I understood it, if
a miner, somebody from the

Kain:

Lahti;

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

bunkbouse, was fired on
Wednesday and your boss got mad
and said this is it, you've bad it, be
bad to go down and stay in
'M{‘Cdﬂb}' until SdIurday until the
train came.

He couldn’t even stay bere in the
bunkhbonse until...

I don’t think so. That’s the way I
understood it. I don’t know bow
true that is, but that was my
impression.

That's what we're after, your
impressions. Now, your dad
worked in the store. Did your
mother wark vutside the bome al
all?

Ob, no.

Not at all. You are the youngest,
right?

Yes.

Hotwe much older was your brother
than yous






KenNecorT Kiis

Ram:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Who was marrieds

Wha was married.

Same with nurses.

Yes.

So they wanted all the...

All the nurses - when I was there,
all the nurses and all the school
teachers and all the secretaries

were single.

That’s interesting. When they
married they didn't work anymore,

I don’t think so.

That's an interesting thing. Did
your dad talk about work much at
all when be came bome? Problems
that were coming up or?

I don’t know.

None that you remember.

None that I espectally remember.
He enjoyed bis work 1 think. It

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahut:

seemed to me be did. Dad was a
wvery social person, a very likable
person. He was the manager of
the baseball team [Inaudible].
And be built - in order to earn
some extra money, he was the
Jamitor there at the school and be
also ran the projection machine for
the movies,

Ob, I see.

“eh, that brought in a little extra.
And he was into everything. e
belped organize the dances
[Inaudible]. He was the one that
instigated things like the Badger
Game [?). And be and Chris were
pretty much - they bad a costume
party |?] something crazy 2] Dad
in a barrel,

So be was kind of the social
director of the camp, bub?

Yeb, be was into a lot of the
activity there.

He and Chris Jensen?

Yeh, and be and Chris - when the
snow got deep enough to really






Kennecort Kios

Mary Zllen Duggan, Navarre Konnerup, Jane Vickery, Debbie
Vickery, Inger Jensen, Yvonne Konnerup, Nels Konnerup, David
Presley, and dog "Pola.”
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Lahti:

played tennis pretty well and she Kain:
skated beawtifully |inaudible).
And she was a good skier.

What abour the more sedentary
activities, such as a library or? Lahti:

We bad a library and Mother and
Mrs. [ensen ran it mostly, We bad
good books, you know, Call of the
Wild and they |inaudible]. B
they got bold of a lot of childrens’
books |?] and all those
Huckleberry Finn and all those
books. And we read |?) an awful
lot. And there was an English
couple bere and they used to come
down and she played the piano
and hbe'd play the mandolin and
we'd sing, everybody except me
becanse I conldn’t sing [?]. The Kain:
company uswally did that again. [7]
and I bad paper dolls. We made
our owen paper dolls 2] paper dolls Lahui:
and, you know, clothes |7]. We
also made family paper dolls ma

of catalogs and cut out the
children and the mother and the
father and the umpteen younger
children. And then we'd take jacks
[inaudible).

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahti —————

You talked about the English
conple coming down. Did you
socialize a lot with other familtes in
the evenings?

I don't remember too much, just -
I can't remember their names now
- the English couple came down
once a week. And then of course
mast Sundays we always bad John
McKenzie from the waterworks
during the war. He was a guide in
one of the parks up bere in the
summer time - took people up for
the Dall sheep and then in the
simmer time be worked bere in
the yard then. And we bad them -
they would stay for dinner becanse

they [2].

So you did socialize some with the
single peoples

Ok yeb, um bumm. And then you
could walk down the tracks for
exercise or something and stop in
for coffee and cinnamon toast or
whatever. And some of the
courting couples, you know,
walked down the tracks and
stopped in the evenings for
cinnamon toast and cocoa [?).
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Kain:
Lahui:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Kinngcorr Kis

[2] for the evening?
[2] for the evening.

Do you feel your family was pretty
typical of the families that were
there?

Yeh, 1 think we were, I think other
children bere and all the families
bere were family oriented and
children oriented and we bad a
wonderful...

wwonderful time. You liked living
bere | take it

Ob, we did.

Were you sad to leave when you
had to leave?

Yeb, I was sad to leave. I bad a
bard time adjusting, you know, |?)
and then Seattle through bigh
school.

I've beard that from several other

people, that they had a real bard
time with social adjustment.

Lahtis

Rain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Finding a niche in the social
structure.

How did you feel? Did you feel
academically you were prepared,

you were equal with those other
kids?

Yeb, they told me they were all set
to skip me, you knozw, 7A, 7B. You
knotw we bad split at that time in
Seattle. And they were all set for
skipping me a balf grade and then
I came down with [mastoiditis?|
ears and they didn't know if it was
going to be mastoid or what it was
going to be and I was out two or
three weeks in November and
December and didn’t come back
wntil the fifth of January. [?]
taught me at home but 1, you
know, so 1 didn't get skipped a
grade but they were all set 1o do it.
I still gor all As. |?] I was well
prepared, 1 thought,

How long do you think it took you
to get through the social
adjustment?



Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahu:

Well, it took me forever, a long
time. I'm still getting over it.

You still bave it.

Still bave it. No, in the ninth grade
I started bhaving girlfriends that 1
wanted to bave. Before that I bad
girlfriends that I didn’t especially
want, but 1 bad to bave somebody.

Right.

Then in ninth grade - then as a
sapbomore it sort of eased up a
little bit and I got by all right, but I
never was a social butterfly.

Three or four years befare you
could fit in reasonably.

Um bumm, Before I found a
group of girls that I really wanted
to fit in wwith.

Right.

Yeb, that was three or four years
before I found a group that - the
kind of person that I felt
comfortable with.

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:
Lahui:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Laht:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahu

And probably becanse of that you
felt even more homesick to come
back bere.

Yeb. Um bumm. And I couldn’t -
you see, I couldn’t be just a plain
girl to them because there were so
much outdoor things bere that a
seventh grade givl wouldn’t be
interested in down there |?)
becanse I was still interested in
climbing trees [?] and that sort of
thing, you know.

Yeb, very much a tomboy type.

Yeb, um bumm.

So it took a lot of the people - a lot
of the girls bere were that way.

Yeb.

They weren’t necessarily tombays,

but that’s what everybody played,
and you all played that.

Yeb, we all played that, we played
an aseful lot of active stuff, even
though the weatber was very cold.
People nowadays, those people
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Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Laht:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

down there, they stay in. We were
out doing things. And of course,
when I went out, you see, | was 12
when I went out, most of these
kids went out when they were
13714 to bigh school. 1 started out
in junior bigh school,

You went on to college [?].

Ob, yeh.

And what did you major iné
Teaching.

In junior bigh or bigh school or
elementary?

Elementary,

Elementary.

Yeb,

So you taught?

Oh, Pve taught all my life.

[Inaudible],

Lahti:
Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahui;

Lahti:

Lahti:

Yes, um bumm.
All different grades or?

Well, no, I've always taught in
elementary school and then...

Well, I meant, mostly first grade or
mostly...

Muostly first and second grades.
First and second.

Ub bub. And then when [ |2)] to
get my masters, we went [?] bis
doctorate. 1 worked on my
masters and then I started baving
kids |2] so I didn't finish it there.
And then when I [lew back to
Washington [?]. I bad to back to
[2] when I went ot they wounld
give you a six year certificate and
you bad 1o..,

renew if, yeb,

So I had to go back to keep that
test renewed. So finally I took my
masters at Western [Washington].
I got my masters in reading, which



Kain:
Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

Lahti:

was real nice because then I could
teach [?) and I could go to a
certain school [inaudible],

I assume you're retived?
Ob, yeb.

Yeb¢ How long bave you been
retived?

Nine years.

Nine years? Another one of the
gals I was talking to bad trouble
with the social adjustment when
she left bere and became an
elementary teacher and she felt
that she was much more
sympathetic to the children, much
more understanding because of
what she bad gone through, when
she wonld have a student that
came that was very shy or
whatever. Do you feel that was
true for you as well, as a teacher?

Well, I don’t know. Probably it
did, probably because - yeb, I - it
bothered me when 1 had children
that didn't fit in and couldn't

Kain:

Lahuti:

Kain:

Lahti:

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahu

adfust and sit there and I think
that is probably because I bad the

same adjustment too.

You knew exactly bow they were
Jeeling.

Yeb, yeb.

Did you, as a teacher, did you ever
wish that you would be teaching in
@ school such as Kennecoti?

[2] it'’s certainly funny, in
Bellingbam when Daddy swas first
up there | was substituting and
there was this - they bad two small
schools, Marietta School on one
end of town and Geneva on the
other end. There were, you know,
just two or three schoal hauses
and they bad first, second and
third, fourth, and fifth, sixth you
know, and down like this and you
had a whole bunch of kids and it
was just sort of a little country
school, yon knosw, within the
schoal system. And anvbow, |
went out there to substitute and
the teacher just kept getting worse
and worse. She was baving |?]
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Kain:

Lahti:

Kain:

problems so she didn’t want to
finish the year. So then of course,
I always thought, ob, it’s so bard
for substitutes and bere I am
substituting and I thought, oh, I'll
finish the year for ber, you know.
And I bad the kids at home, you
know, and didn’t want to do it full
time but every time I substituted
I'd end up doing that. But then I
started teaching and I taught two
more years oul there at that little
country school. It was fun and it
had the feeling of this, you know,
and I fit into it veal well and T
really enjoyed it, I think the most
of my teaching, you knoww. It was

just a fun time of my teaching, you

know.
How many times bave you been
back bere? This is nol your first

time back bere is it?.

Yeh, about five years ago, I can't

remember, about four or five years

ago. [?) and Charlie were coming
in |?] so I flew up [?] Anchorage.

And yow've kept in touch with your

friends all these years?

Lahti:

Kain:

Laht:

Laht:

Kain:

Lahti:

Lahti:

Yeh, I think all of us bave prerty
much kept in - most of the kids,
the majarity of us kept in tonch
with Inger |Jensen].

She would be the binding force of
the whole group.

Yeb, she [2]. Yeb, if you wanted to
know anything about anybody
else, you know, you write [?).

You kept tabs on each other over
the years.

[?] and I were always best friends
and, you know, so we always...

Kept that relationship goings

Yeb, that relationship going all
these years.

That’s interesting. Well, 1 think
that pretty much does it and I
appreciate you giving me the time
and the information.

[Inaudible].



Kain:

I think there was probably quite a
bit, thank you very much.

Interview with Yvonne Konnerup Lahu
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JAMES MCGAVOCK

Kain:

anp JEANMCGAVOCK LAMB

It bew condicsad by Ass Kain
Nbticatsal Purk: Servics

_l1ll1r 7. 1'1Q

1L{[ll"'l

Dide #]

Ramn: How old were vou when you were
here at Kennecott?

MeGavock: Well, I was probably brought bere

when I was just a few months old,
Kennicott Glacier Lodge,

Kennecout, Alaska, June 17, Kain: How long did you stay?

1990, Oral bistory interview with

James McGavock and fean McGavock: I stayed until I was [almost 13]
.H{‘G(I’Eﬂck L::mb, bl'ﬂf})ﬂ" dﬂd yedars afd

sister,who grew up in Kennecott,

Alaska when the mill and mines Kain: And the years?

were in operation. They are

presently in Kennecott [or the McGavock: That was from 1924 tll 1937,
Kennecott Kids Reunion |

conducted at the Kennicott Glacier Kain: You left before the mine closed.
Lodge. The iterview is being

conducted by Ann Kain for the McGavock: Yes.

National Park Service, Alaska

Regional COffice. Kain; The year before.



McGavock:
Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain;

McGavock:

Kkain:

Yes,
Where did you come bere from?

Well, of course, I was born in
Seattle.

Was your father in mining there?

No. He bad worked at the
Bremerton Navy Yard when some
magnetic thing drew bim to
Alaska.

He wanted to come to Alaska so
they came up bere and this was an
available job so . . .

I suppose it sounded promising.
This was probably the end of the

rainbow.,

[And] the times were bad down
below,

When you left bere did be go into
mining, stay in mining or..,

Yes, be tried 1o [?].

What exactly was it be did?

[nterview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Jean McGavock.
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McGavock:

Rain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kennecort Kms

He was the master mechanic bere,
Running all the machinery and...

Respansible for a crew of men and
responsible for keeping all of the
machinery running and
maintained both bere at the camp
and at the four mines,

Woudd be ride up on the tram to
maintain the stuff up there at the
miness

Ob, yes.

And Jean, your ages when vou
were bere and the years you were
here?

Well, 1 think I was brought up
from Seattle, where I was born, at
six weeks and lived bere until 1937.
Probably the late spring or early
summer of 1937.

When vou came up bere, it was, for

vour dad, the ultimate to come o
Alaska. He planned to stay.

LUl

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

When you left, where did you go?

We settled in Denver, Colorado
because that was my father's
bome. That was where be was
born. [The family home was there
and so was his sister.]

Why, if Alaska was bis ultimate
dream, be bhad enough of it and
decided to leave then or...

There was probably, literally,
nothing else in Alaska at the time,
[Mother wanted to leave.]

Nothing else for bim to do.

Well, nothing to support a family.
He could have gone off and placer
mined on Dan Creek or done
things like that in other areas but
to support a larger family - and |
fmagine there was some pressure
from my motber to get onlside
where bopefully she thought
things were better.

I understand you bave some
patented claims.



McGavock:
Kain:

McGavock:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Yes.
Up bere or on Dan Creek?
No, out on Chititu, at Rex Creek,

At Rex Creek. So did your dad
work those claims when you were
bere?

Very little, very little. Actually, as 1
recall those claims, a fellow by the
name of [Chick] Nelson gave
those patented placer claims ont
there on the [Cole] Bench to my
mather and George Powell'’s
mother. But to my knowledge very
little was ever done with them, 1
think my father was waiting for the
Chititie Mining Company to
complete their operations before
my father began bis.

Why did you leave bere and go to
Denver a year before the mine
elosed? Did your father see an end
coming to this?

Ob, yes, I'm sure he saw the end,

yes.

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

MeGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Decided to get out when be bad
other opportunities.

Well, be thought “well, I better go
and start looking."”

How was the adjustment for you
kids when you went out?

It was somewhat difficult going
from the school bere to the big
schools outside. And, of course,
we were isolated bere. We never
bad any childbood diseases that
children go through outside, since
it’s...

Yes, I forgot about that.

The measles, the mumps, chicken
pox, whooping cough, ete.

Did youn get all those things when
you went out?

We got - well, we never got the
whooping cough as | recall, but we
did get the measles - I don’t think
we got the mumps, They're barder
to get. Chicken pox definitely
came. I think that isolation of my
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Kain:

Lamb:
Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kennecorr Kins

childhood was responsible for my
getting polio later on.

How old were you when you got
polio?

Twenty-six.
Twenty-six?

But 1 think the fact that I bad not
enjoyed the usual exposure,
because of the isolated life we
lived up here and the cold, I don’t
know,

You were more susceptible.

Yes, and I didn't bave the kind of
immunity that maybe the children
outside bad. But [?].

That’s interesting.

We were so isolated bere - well, we
could brag that we never got a cold
in the winter time. There were no
viruses or anytbing like that, no
influenza.

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

And I think the [nasty] Spanish [Tu
hit Cordova in 1918. They closed
the camp, I mean they closed off
the camp, they further isolated the
camp.

I understand that during a flu
epidemic they opened up what
they called a detention building or
a detention camp as a quarantine
location so they couldn't get back
into camp and bring all that in.

Something like that would desolate
a community.

Yes. That was a real controlled
sitwation, from what I understand,
So socially - you bad difficulty in
school adjusting to it?

Well [certainly] to come from a one
room schoolbouse to the Denver
public school system was a shock.

But as far as - academically, were
you up to snuff with everyone
else?

Academically I think we were
bebind, and it took a while to catch



Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

up. I think there is always a social
[problem] and some do better with
it than otbers. Yes, I'm sure.

Being slightly bebind academically
compounded with the social...

What girls wear and how they
bebave and bow - maybe girls feel
it more than boys, but I think a
teenager would feel it more than
someone my age.

Right, yes, How long did it take
you to get through that do you
think?

I don't think it took me more than
a year.

How about you Jim?

[ don’t think it took more than a
year,

So you both made the adjustment
within a vear’s time?

Yes.

Interview with James McGavock and Jean MeGavock Lamb ————

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Lamb:
Kain:

Lamb:

That's an interesting thing tha
cropped up, you know, P've beard
several people say that that was a
problem, making a social
adjustment when they left bere,
because it was an isolated
community.... Did you travel
around much while you were bered

Well, we probably did more than
athers. Dad had the only privately
owned automobile in camp.

Right.

That permitted us to maybe take
Sunday drives or Dad wounld go
down to McCarthy and take Jim
along [?]. It was strictly local and
you can imagine what the road
system such as it was.

Not a whale lot better than it is

today.
Well, it was better than it is today,
It was better than it is today?

You could cross McCarthy Creck
for one thing.
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Jim McGavock poses atop the first automobile in Kennecoll.
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McGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Yes.

And drive out the Nizina Road and
cross the Nizina River and actually
get to Chititu and Dan Creek. And
out of McCarthy you conld drive
up to Green Butte,

And Baultoff Lake and do some
fishing.

well, [2].

On the weekends you'd go out for
[7] of fishing?

Yes. Um bumm.

Did yon go camping at all over an
extended period of time?

No,
I don’t remember, except for that
trip we took to Valdez, which of

course was different.

That wasn't what you'd call
camping.

No, that was in a lodge and botel.

[nterview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

MeGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

So, for the most part, your day
trips you'd go ont picnicking and
go fishing and...

Yes. Dad would go out bunting, 1
imagine, and be gone for [days].
No, we didn’t do it.

Did you ever go outside, to the
Lower 48¢

I think we probably did more than
some. Do you suppose it was as
often as every other year or maybe
every two or three yedrs?

I just can’t remember,

I can remember a number of trips.

I'm sure there were more trips
than when we were born.

1 see,
I remember because I got seasick.

You don't remember bow many
times you went ont then?

I can’t remember, really,
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Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

But you do remember going
Outside on several different
occasions. And where did you go
when you went?

We went to Seattle and Mother’s
family lived in [Roslyn], which is
just a bundred miles about east of
[Seattle], so we went down to ber
family.

What about - you went to Valdez
one time, did you ever go to
Cordova at all on the train?

Well yes, ‘cause we bad to, to go to
Seattle. We would bave to go to
Cordova.

Cordova was en ronte to the Lower
Forty-eight.

Was en route, um bumm.

You didn’t go to Cordova to shop
or anytbing like that?

No, I don't think - we certainly
didn’t. We'd go there on the way
Outside or coming back.

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

The one trip we made that you
probably wouldn’t call a local trip
was |when] @ man by the name of
Carl Whitham was running
Nabesna mine and be needed belp
mechanically so my father was
given time off from bis job bere to
2o to Chitina where we rented a
car. He took bis family with him
and we drove oul the Richardson
Highway and on to Nabesna where
we spent about a week there living
in a tent. Of cowrse it had a wood
floor. After be did all be could
there for [Carl Whitham| we went
to Valdez. And then back to
Chitina. Of course we swent by
speeder om the railroad from
[Kennecott] to Chitina.

‘Canse we couldn’t get there by the
road.

So the train - did you ride [?] I
mean to just go for a day or
anything like that?

[Spoken to her brother]. No, but
you bad an adventure.

Did you stow away on a trainf



McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Do you want to bear that now?
[The Wild Train Ride?|

Obh, yes.

[The camp had been closed down
for two or three years in the early
1930s, They decided to resume
operations in 1935, The Company
kept a train crew at Kennecott all
winter while the railroad was
closed down from December to
June, to move loaded ore cars o a
siding near McCarthy and return
some empties every two or three
weeks. They would fill cars here at
Rennecott in the sacking shed.
They would stack the sacks up on
the flat cars. When all the cars
were loaded, they would take the
full ones down to McCarthy and
bring a few empties back. The
engineer (Art Holt) seemed to
think I was a nice kid and he
would always beckon me to climb
up in the cab while he switched
the cars at Kennecott. One day he
asked, “would you like to ride
down to McCarthy with me
tomorrow?” | said “sure”. So
when the time came | could hardly

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

wait. It was a surprise to me that
there were several women and
children going along too, because
there was limited room in the cab
of a steam locomotive. There we
were, we started out, going down
the hill from camp. There is
somewhat of a grade between
Kennecott and McCarthy, and for
some reason the brakes didn’t
work on the ore cars, Wow! Soon
we were going 70 or 80 miles an
hour. McCarthy just went by like a
blur. There was a big long trestle
at McCarthy that crossed the two
forks of the Kennicott River, and
we zipped across it. All the time
we were plowing about two feet of
snow, There is an upgrade after
you get to the other side just near
the Iverson farm and it slowed us
down and we stopped. Backed up
to the siding and dumped the ore
cars, and picked up the empties
and went back to McCarthy. The
women were scared to death.,
They wouldn't ride the locomotive
back with the engineer and crew. |
thought the ride was kinda neat. |
wasn't scared at all and they
certainly gave some thought to
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Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kenneoort Kins

throwing us children off in the
snow banks on the way down, but

they didn’t do it.]

The tail end of that story - be
badn’t had permission ta go.

I didn’t have permission (o go. T
guess I bad not asked permission
to go because I felt, well, 1'd
probably get a no.

So you'd rather go without
permission.

! tell you, of course, you know. A
camp like this, why it wasn't long
before that experience - evervone
knese about . Everybody learned
about that through the mukluk
telegraph 2], Well, I centainly was
chastised for not asking
permission becanse, you know, as
I recall my fatber's attitude was
boy, you're to be seen and not
beard. I can remember bim one
time lovking at me at the dinner
table up there in the cattage and
saying, boy, you go down to Julius

in the bunkbouse and get a barrcut

before you come to this dinner
table again,

McGavock:

Kain:

MeGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

MeGavock:

That sounds like in the early 60s
with the long bair.

Well, I wasn't that way, there was
no long bair back in the '30s. It
was just a case of if you let your
short bair just get a little bit long
swhy i didn't look very good at all
ta your elders,

That’s right, you get it cut. Where
did you live when you were bere?

We lived up on the bill. Up on the
hill east of bere is seven cottages,
three in one group and four in the
other. In the group of four, the
southernmost cottage, number 19,
15 where we lived.

Number 19, Noze that bad indoor
plumbing?

Yes. That bad tndoor plumbing.

Was that the only bouse you lived
in when you were bere?

No, no. In 1932, when they
decided to close down pretty much
and just keep a carctaker for ws,



Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

they decided we're not even gonna
pump steam up on the bill. So, we
bad to move down on the tracks
north of the powerbouse.

I see.

So e were there - I don't
remember whether it was a year or
two.

I bave a lot of rouble
remembering that period. I
remember that we lived there and 1
think it was more than a year, but I
wouldn’t necessarily have bad an
understanding of what bappened
at that time. I just don’t even
remember the interior of the

bouse very well, for some reason.
The thing I remember about that
bouse, like all the bouses of
course, [down] underneath were
all these pipes, crawl space down
there. There were mice. Jim and |
used to go down there and catch
mice with these sticks, until I got
very tender about those poor little
tousies meeting their demise
down there. Besides, that wasn't
too much fun. Ernough, that’s the

[nterview with James McGavoek and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Raimn:

Lamb:

Rain:

only thing I remember about that
house.

The first house - when you came to
Kennecott you lived...

We lived up on the hill.

You didn’t live in any of the
apartments bere or.,,

No, no.

Okay. So, there was no waiting list
for houses when you got here?

Well, there may have been,
because I think when Mother and
Dad swere first married in 1922 that
they spent some months living in
the staff bouse. So they certainly
didn't move into number 19
immediately upon their marriage.

Your parents were bere before the
two of yau were born?

Oh, yes.

Did they meet berefd
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Jim MceGavock.
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Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

“We were so isolated here...well, we
could brag that we never got a cold in
the winter time. There were no viruses
or anything like that, no influenza.”

James MeGAVOCK
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Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:
Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

I amb:

Kenngoorr Kins

And before they were married.
They met here.

They met bere and married bere.

They married in Cordova, but they
met bere. They eloped I think.

[They had to go to Cordova to get

married. No one in Kennecott or
McCarthy could do it.]

Did both of your parents leave, or
did your mother just go out to
have you children?

Motber, just Mother.

She went out and bad yon [?] and
brought you back.

And brought us back.

I see.

And Dad stayed wp bere. Jim and
e

So you didn't come up as a family.

Nao.

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

They came up as two singles.
Yes.

And your mother, what did she do
up bere?

She was a registered nurse.

She was a nurse, and did she
continue nursing after she was
married?

Neo, I don’t think so.

Didn’t murse at all. Even before
you children were born?

No, I don't think se.

She stopped nursing as soon as
they were married,

Well, you see, by the time they
were married - when she came
back - of course, I guess { bave to
explain. She came up, we think in
1918, she was definitely bere in
1919, She suffered some sort of an
accident bere from a patient with
the D1s, presumably, He struck



Kain:

Lamb:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

ber in the breast and it
necessitated ber going owiside
where eventually she had surgery.

I see.

And then I don’t think she came
back perbaps untal 1922, She was
visiting with friends bere and she
and Dad decided to get married.
Of course, they bad met before.

You mentioned a patient swith DT,
referring to alcobol?

Yes.

Was alcobol a problem bere do you
thinks Alcobolism?

It wasn't allowed in camp, except
people bad private access to it, a
bottle of whatever, But I'm sure it
wasn't allowed at the mine. If a
miner wanted [booze), be had to
get bis time off and get to
Mc(hnby.

Well, they took their time and
normally what bappened at the
mines was on pay day why there

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

would be poker games up there
and maybe one individual or two
wanld end up with all the money
and then those whao ended up with
all the money went to McCarthy
for wine, women and song and
when it was all over, they came
back and went to work, The
company decided well, this is the
best arrangement, you can’t bhave
these miners, these workers, going
on to Chitina or Cordova or even
Seattle...

And never coming back.
Right.

And never coming back or maybe
it would be a long time before they
did come back. Just let them go
down to McCarthy and bave their
fling and they’ll straggle back and
go 1o work.

Yes, They don’t bave to worry
about them leaving and they don't
have to worry about them baving
the alcobol and <o forth bere at
camp.
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McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kexnecort Kis

.iﬁﬂ‘ lbtj’ ‘ve blown all their maoney
in McCarthy on wine, women and
song, why they couldn’t afford to
go Outside.

Right.

There was no other alternative
than to come back to work,

That’s an interesting...

There was no liquor publicly
available at Kennecott.

Right.
I'm sure there were private stocks,

How many other nurses were
there?

I'm not too sure about that, but 1
know when Mother came up in
1919 there would always be at least
one or lwo other nurses in the
pictures.

I think generally there were three
nurses.

Kain:
McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

And doctors?
Just one doctor.

Just one. And did be do - was
everything performed at the
bospital, surgeries and everything
else?

Yes.

We already talked abowt childbood
diseases and there pretty much
were none bere, What about other
injuries and so forth?

I fell off a ladder and broke my
arm and the doctor X-rayed it and
set it. Then on another occasion,
one Saturday, 1'd been eating one
of those real nutty candy bars
previously and I came down with a
real belly ache. I was dragging
aronund and kind of complaining
and my mother - I think she bad to
bave the doctor come to the bouse,
I was kind of going down bill and
well, by evening Dr. Toohey
diagnosed it as appendicitis. [It
was evening] by the time be
decided that I bad to go to the



Lamb:

MeGavock:

KRain:

McGavock:

baspital. This was in the month of
January - 1 remember the doctor -
be made two or three trips up the
bill and be was complaining. His
lungs were getting frosted puffing
up the bill just to check me.

Just to check this little kid,

[My father made a phone call and
had the company truck] come up
and take me down [to the
hospital]. My father didn’t like the
doctor, He felt the doctor drank
too much and be didn't want the
doctor to operate on me.

That’s nnderstandable.

Eventually be relented, even
before they could perform the
operation. They only bad twwo
nurses so they bad to call for
another one from McCarthy who
bad been an RN, She bad to be
brought up by dog team and
sometime in the wee bours of the
morning they started [operating
on mej.

Inverview with James MeGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:

Nurse Fthel Lecount(?) and "Oscar” the

skeleton,

So you had an appendectomy.

Olher nurse unknown.
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McGavock:

Lamb:

MceGavock:

Lamb:

Rain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

[Yes.]
[Inaudible).

When 1 woke up in the morning,
well they even bad [the appendix]
on & stand beside the bed in a
battle of formaldebyde 2] a

sonvenr,

I don't think Jim enjoyed the good
health that I did, because I also
remember be had his tonsils ont

and remember sceing you eat tons
ﬂf Ia‘pr'm:a puddl'ng.

You think most of the work done
in the bospital was mainly on
injuriess

Probably [work related] type
injuries and things like that.

Now did you pay for the doctor?

Ob, ves. I remember, I guess my
father was charged about $300 for
that appendectomy and bhe about
went through the roof. He twas
going to run Doc Tookey right out
of town. Why, that was just way
ont of line.

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

So you paid for your medical
servicess

Yes.

And the doctor, did be have a set
rate do you knows?

I bave no idea just what be bad,
but I do know after my dad made a
fuss, Doc Toobey adjusted bis [ee.

Were people ever sent ont of
Kennecott for medical?

I wouldn't be surprised if they
were. Either that or the patients; if
they were able, felt that they would
rather go out, In the case of my
mather’s going out for delivery. I
don’t think she bad « lot of...

She chose to bave you children
Outside rather than bere at
Kennecolt.

But I'm sure there were some
cases that could not be bhandled at
this hospital. In fact, I remember
someone in management being
sent here back in the '30s and he



came from Braden, Chile where
Kennecott bad an operation. And
apparently be wasn't in too good
af bealth and bis bealth
deteriorated after he got bere. 1
can remember the superintendent
and a manager coming up to our
cottage one night and talking to
my father and be said, we got o
get an airplane in bere and get bim
out. And of cowrse, my father bad
a ham radio and be could talk to
Chitina or Cordova. So they got
[a] pilot, Harold Gillam, to come in
with bis plane, the “Pilgrim™ and
take some seats ont so they conld
get a stretcher in there on the floor
and took this poor guy dowon on a
flat car with a speeder to McCarthy
and put him on an [open] truck
and [hauled him] wp to the airstrip

and |Mew| bim out [to
Cordova and the next
steamship for
Seattle].

Interview with James MeGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb ———

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

MeGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

TANE #l
SILME #2

What abaout a dentist? Was there @
dentist here?

A dentist bere just part time, just

intermittently, just once in a while.

The staff bouse annex bad a
dental office where there was a
dental chair, but | see the dental
chair sitting down in a McCartby
saloon |now|,

Were there any other sources of
medical assistance other than the
bospitalé McCarthy, was there a
doctor in McCarthy?

No.

No. So did the people in
McCarthy come bere?

Yes,

Okay, 1 think we’ll call it a good
stopping spot right bere while this
is blinking and then we'll turn it
over.
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Kain:

Lamb:
Kain:
Lamb:
Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kennecorr Kins

We were talking a little bit about
bousing and sa forth, did you bhave
a garden?

Yes.

A vegetable garden?

A vegetable garden.

And who did the gardening?

[Spoken to her brother|. Was it
prepared, did somebody prepare it
for us, or did Dad do it or...

I don't remember.

We don’t remember things like
that and I can’t particularly
remember what was grown. I do
know that I have an aversion to
canned vegetables, I don’t like
any vegetables becanse of my
Kennecott years.

None at all, not even freshi

Well, 1 guess [they are] a lot more
palatable of course, but there was
something about all those things |

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

|ate] canned that [were] bard on
me for some reason. | suppose the
produce was the one thing that I
would think of as negatively,
although people bad gardens bere
and during the winter time we had
to do well on canned vegetables.

Did you bave chores that you did
around the bouse?

I'm sure we did. Mother had to
keep ns busy somebow., Well, 1
know Jim chopped wood, I
remember that. Mother wonld
keep me busy in the kitchen,
cooking the usual things and
learning to embroider tea toswels
and things like that,

How about your [ather, was be
pretty involved in work at bome on
bis days off or...

He pretty well busied bimself with
things outside the bome, I would

say. [There were no days off.
Work everyday except 4th of July

and Christmas.]

Yes.



McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

His job kept bim pretty well tied
up. Although, be was in touch
with bis job just through the
telephone at home, which could tie
bim in with the mines.

Because of bis position as [Master
Mechanic] be needed to be on call
to make sure things continued to
run.

Um bumm. And then be
established bis bam radio station,
which at first transmitted with
Morse code and then later an be
upgraded it to voice. He did get
pretty involved with that.

Did the two of you share a room or
did they bave you in different

rooms?

There were only two bedrooms in
the upstairs of the cottages. [im
and I bad the back bedroom and
be bad his bed against the back
wall, toward the mountain, and 1
bad mine on the front wall by the
staircase and be used to make it
pretty bard for me to go to sleep
and [teased me a lot].

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

MeGavock:

And what about the beat upstairs?
Steam beat.

There was steam beat upstairs as
well.

Well, it was certainly warm
enough, but warm air rises. |
don't actually remember the

radiator in the room but it must

I can’t remember whether there
was just a steam radiator in the
batbroom and none in the
bedroom or whether they put them
in the bedrooms too.

And I can’t remember being
particularly cold, there was no
dash for the kitchen stove in the
morning or something like that. It
was comfortable,

What kind of stove for cooking?
Waoad stove.

Probably an old [Monarch| wood
stove.
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Kain:

McGavock:

I Kis

And you belped your mather in the
kitchen somed Did :J.*:' conk
differently in the summer? Did
she barbecue, cook 1”!_1‘“?5”_2
ontsides

\No,

Lamb:

[ don't even remember using the
word barbecue. We ﬂf.t nicked, you
know, on these little tiny trips we
took and things like that. But ]
don’t remember ber cooking

4JI|'|"fr'J‘r'.'l'Hl'|. MW RS I-\H'Jlr-r.[" Cnng

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

and she bad access to | think
quality meat [we/she] went to the
meat market. We got good meat,
well {II‘;“IT!. llhl."'l i]'.‘ll."lfl] do it
anymore,

Well everyone did [get good meat],
because it cost so much to ship
cverything in that they only
shipped the very best meat up
b"'?f'?'f‘

Now did you pay a lot for that?

f cosdd notl say.

[ imagine that we paid a fair
amount for everything, We
pm!h:f'.’_‘l' did.

Did you pay a tax for things?

We bad scrip

Um bumm, what we got was scrip,
So on payday you traded in some

ol Yyour money jor scrip and .’f’c'h‘

made your purchases that way.



Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

We also ate a lot of spruce ben and
{game). Tell ber about that.

Yes, in the fall we'd go out...
Go ont bunting?
and bunt for spruce bens.

Did yon buy cverythbing at the
store, I mean, [?]. What abowt
clothing and furniture?

Furniture - probably we bonght
very little, if anything. When it
came to clothing, that pretty much
was ordered from a mail order
house like Sears Roebuck.

So clothing was pretty much
ordered from outside.

And of course, we had
grandparents and aunts and
uncles Outside and I think they
kept us well supplied with gift
clothing and toys. We never
lacked for...

What about the miners? Did they
bave to order stuf] out or did the

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

MeCavock:

company supply them with
coveralls and cold weather [B]?

No, I don't know that, but I rather
suppose that if they did, they
certainly paid for part of it out of
their swages.

I'm sure they did. The company
store down bere offered a number
of things. They sold shoes and
some clothes and I suppose it was
primarily work clothes.

What we children wore all summer,

you know, was a pair of overalls,
You know, the kind that...

Yes, bib overalls,

Bib overalls, yes. And Motber did
bave a washing machine and 1
suppose those overalls went in the

washing machine once a week.

Was it an electric washing
machines

I'm sure il was.

Yes.
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Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain;

Lamb:

McGavock:

l.amb:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kennecort Kios

Was a7 Was it battery?

It was Savage electric washing
machine.

A wringer, an electric wringer type
or...

(Imaudible).

Yes it did and I don't recall now
whether it bad a wringer or not.
But it was a pretty old one.

But I can remember it was out
there in that shed, wasn't ité
That'’s gone now.

No, they used to keep it in the
back kitchen and then wheel it in
the kitchen to fill it and the way it
was arranged, why, the cage in it
swiveled so that it wonld tumble
vertically to wash and then you
turned it and it wwonld spin when
you swanted to get to a kind of a
spinning cycle.

But it wasn’t like the old Maytags?

Nu,

MecGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Lamb:

No.

Now, where did she get it? Did
she order that from somewhere, or
was il..,

I bave no tdea where that came

fram.

Where did your furniture come
froms

I don't know.

Here. Well, don't you suppose
that this was probably made bere?
All these same tables that you find
in the cottages were probably
made in [Kennecott),

I think that is very likely.

And all those captain chairs,
they're all so much alike.

So the clothing you would order
out, food you pretty much got bere
or grew yourself or bunted.

Yes.
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Jim McGavock.



124

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Kinmecont Kis

All the furniture was probably
company owned then?

Or company rented out or, not
rented out so much - I beard
somebody talk about the fact that
they turned their furniture in when
they left and got a certain
percentage off of their payment
back. So I'm not really sure bow...

Then a kind of rental idea.

I really don't know, that's my
conjecture.

When you were talking about your
mother working, 1 assume she
lived in the staff house.

Yes.

She was single and your fatber
lived there as well.

He lived in the staff house
[annex].

Yes.

Then you said something about

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

MeGavock:

when they married they lived in
there?

In the staff bouse,

In the staff bouse. There was
some married persons'
accommadations in there.

Apparently there was, yes.

You were both pretty young when
you left, so you didn't ever work
bere at all.

Nao.,

You were telling about your father
being on call basically, because of
bis job. Do you remember any
problems with labor management
teams or, ab, did you talk abowt
those things at home?

He didn’t talk about those kinds
of things. I think if there were
any labor problems, they were
probably bandled by someone
bigher in management, like the
superintendent or manager.



Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

MceGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

What about people under bim?

Not any problems that I recall. 1
think most of the people that
worked for bim bad mechanical
experience or were good
electricians and they seemed to be
bappy. In fact, the people who
bad the bighest wage rate were
mechanics and machinists. They
made more money, as I recall, than
miners did.

Skilled labor.

Yes, yes.

What about school? You both
attended schaool bere,

Yes.

One room school?

It was a two room school, but
while we attended, in the '30s, for
the most part, they only wtilized

the one room.

I anly remember the one room.

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Rain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

What grades were you when you
left?

I - yes, first through third.

I think I - was it the seventh or the
eighth [when we left],

Could you bave gone on if you
had stayed?

No. Beyond the cighth grade?
No, I could not have.

So that wonld bave been another
consideration about it being time
to pack up and move out to the
Lower 48,

Um bumm.

How many kids were in the
classes? Do you remember?

The last several years why, it was
no more than five, six or seven. In
fact in my case, from the first
grade through the seventh grade |
was all by myself. There was no
one else in the grade [1 was in].

125



126

Kinnvosver Kins

A

(&

parFy
:

']

Left to night: Eflen Hanson, Yvonne
(the carpenter), and Inger Jensen.

Konnerup, Chris Jensen
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“(a miner)... into bis cups...was
laying on the (railroad) tracks,

7 probably passed out and he got
(run over) by the train and be lost both legs. Chris
Jensen...the chief carpenter, always kept several
coffins.... He had made them, these were not just an
ordinary wooden box. ...that (miner) was buried in
Kennecott cemetery. No relative could afford to
have bhim shipped Outside for burial.”

James McGavock
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Lamb:

Kain:

MceGavock:

Lamb;

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kennpcorrr Kitw

And | bad one classimate).

How many kids all told were in the
building when school wwas in
session, do you have any ideas

No more than [ive, six or seven. |
remember one year theve were only
about five.

For some reason I think thar last

year | went that there might bave
been er'gbr. cause there were three
Morrises, a Watsjold and
[Catherine] Howard and [immy
MeGavock and Jean [McGavoek]
and |Billy] Humpbreys. That
would add up to abont eight.

I'm sure it was under nine or ten.
Just one teacher?
Yes.

Were there any ather - did yon
offer any education for adultsé

Not that I know of.

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

It seems to me, you know,
communitywise other things went
on. There was a reading club and
they bad some kind of a library
and who knows what else they
might bave done. We just didn’t
take muchk naotice of that as
children.

Was there quite a social life bere?
Was that mainly tied to the school
or did the school sponsor things,
prcnics and so forth?

I would think the school would be
basically the center of - well,
certainly, for people with children.
I know that there was a group that
played bridge, or maybe they all
did. They bad some library and
some kind of a reading club. [
suppose it depended on who was
bere at the time and how much
interest they bad for community
involvement.

We're talking about the adults’
social activities, playing bridge and
reading club and zwobat not. Were
the single adults included in the
group as well as just marrieds?



Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:
Lamb:
Kain:
Lamb:
Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

I imagine so, because certainly
Nell McCann, who was single but
she came up bere, I presume was
included to some extent.

Were there a lot of goings back
and forth like you guys go over to
anather person's bouse for dinner
and that type of thing?

I don't remember going out to
dinner so much, but I remember
people coming after dinner.

After dinner, for the evening.

Yes,

Just talking or playing cards or...
Yes, they did that.

They'd come over for a visil.

Um bumm.

We already talked about what you
did recreationwise. ['ve beard that

there was a ball team that played
with McCartbhy,

Lamb:
Rain:
Lamb:
Kain:
Lamb:
Kain:
McGavock:
Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

McGavock:

[nterview with James MeGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb ———

Yes.

Were kids included in that at all?
No.

It weas just strictly adults.,

Kids watched,

Did the women play on the team?
No.

No?¢

Also on the ball diamond in the
winter time, the company created
an ice skating rink.

That was nice.

There were provisions there for
skating at night, artificial lighting,
and they kept it cleared of snow
and they'd even flood it with water
to make it smooth if necessary.
That was another social thing for
people that liked to ice skate.
There were a number of people
here that were Scapdinavian or
Danish.
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Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:

They were good skaters.

Were there a lot of people with

different ethnic backgrounds?

Ob, yes,

I'm not referring to, yon know, the
American melting pot [?] but
someone that bad come
immediately from Europe.

Ob, yes.
Quite a number of them.

Particularly from Scandinavia,
Finland, Sweden, Norway and
Switzerland.

And Switzerland? The
Scandinavians and so forth, were
they the miners, or tower workers
or mill workers or...

They were miners and some of
them were utilized in the [yard
gang and sacking shed] and in the
[2] plant.

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

So they were just - they were
scattered among the different
rankings, social rankings, basically
and job - white collar just as much
as anybody else seas, basically.
What about - did the men from the
mines come down and recreate
with you people at all?

No, no, they did not. They, as a
rule, passed right through and
made a beeline for McCartby.

Okay, so you didn’t...

So we really bad no contact as
children,

Your social life bere included those
living bere.

Here.

The people up in the mines - you
dealt with people that - or did
things with people from the mill,
flotation plant, bospital, power
plant. There was very little contact
with the miners at the mine. They
just came down and passed on
through and passed on through
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Jean McGavock.
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Lamb;

McGavock:

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

McGavock:
Kain:

l.amb:

going back up, bub. When you
left bere, did you keep in touch
with otber people from Kennecort?

Well, I've stayed in touch with -
I'm sure my parents did. You
know, throughout their lives,
although it lessened as the years
went by, but maintained contact.

There was a tradition to always
exchange Christmas cards and
worite a letter or note along with
that. And if any former Kennecott
person or Alaskan person knese
you were living in Cucamonga
why, they generally made an effort
to look yon up and wvisit with you,

When they were passing through.
Yes,

Have yon been up here since you
lefts

Yes, in 83,
I mean aside from...

Yes.

Kain:

Lamb:
Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:
Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

So '83, was that the first time you
bad come back?

That was the first time.
And this 15 the second time back.

This is Jim's second time, but it is
my third.

Ob.
I made the trip in '86.

Ob, you were bere in '86. And bow

did you find it?

Well, pretty much as we expected.
You know, we have always been
alert for Kennecott news and
bistory and occasionally we'd see
things in the National Geographic.
Of course, we are ardent
subscribers 1o the Alaska Magazine
and the Alaska Geograpbic and |

think we were prepared to see what
we saw. And frankly, surprised to
some extent that it is in as good
condition as it is.

Yes, yes,



Lamb:

Kain:

MeGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

It’s just that we lament that they
ever started to take it apart.

One other thing I was thinking of
when you mentioned the
Christmas cards. What did you do
on bolidays while bere?

Well, there were only twwo bolidays
that workers got off, and I'm sure
it was withowt pay, [they were the]
Fourth of July and Christmas,
Now, on Christmas Eve the school
always put on a play or a program
in the social hall and then after
that Samta Claus distributed the
gifts that the company provided,

What kind of gifts did you get
from your parents?

It’s bard for me to segregate it out,
you know, what I got from whom.
Can you remember the company

gift?
1 really can’t.
Were the roller skates the company

gifts Or something like that. That
beautiful doll 1 got was from

Kain;

McGavock:

Kain:

Lamb:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kamn:

Interview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb ———

grandmother Scobie and George,
but apparently, you knotw, gifts
were given like that. It is bard for
me to separate out who gave what
Not muck to-do was made about
it. I guess we were in the
reception mode.

What abowt the Fourth of July, was
it a big celebration? Fireworks
and...

No fireworks that I ever recall,
The big event was the baseball
game.

The Fourth of July baseball game.

Yes, the baseball game, and for
kids the races,

I don’t even remember whether
they bad a picnic or anything like
that on the Fourth of July.

They don’t.

There were races and baseball

games and that's pretty much all
you remember.
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Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kesnecort Kms

And I don’t remember if they
provided food or anything. 1
remember a big washtub of
strawberry ice cream provided for
some school function. And I think
I remember it because I don’t
recall we ate strawberry ice cream
at bome. We had a lot of
homemade ice cream but
strawherry was something
different from [?]. A washtub, you
know, I mean...

Mounds, bubi

Mounds of this strawberry stuff, 1
never forgot it

There were just you two children
and your pareuts?

Yes. And a dog.

And a dog. Jim mentioned
beading down to the cemetery
shortly, and I was wondering if
you bad any relatives in there.

No, no.

Kain:

Lamb:
Kain:

MeGavock:

Do you recall anyone dying bere at
Kennecoll, just an acguaintance
or..7

I don’t, but I bet Jim does.
What were the procedures?

I really didn’t know the man that
well, but be did work bere in
camp. I believe it was in the sum-
mer time and be went to
McCarthy. Workers generally
walked to McCarthy and bad their
fun and whatever and then bad to
walk back. Walking back, he was
into his cups and an ore train was
coming down and be was laying on
the tracks, probably passed out
and be got [run over] by the train
and be lost both legs. And the
train crese notified Kennecott
about the accident. When they got
into McCartby, they sent a com-
pany truck down to pick bim up,
He was dead. No one knew who it
was until the truck got back - my
electrician friend said, be jumped
up on the truck and took the tarp
off and it was so-and-so and by
was gonna be our pitcher for the



Kain:

next baseball game. Well, they
took kim over to the company
bospital. | knew nothing of this at
the time. Generally, 1 bad my ear
to the ground and didn’t miss
anything, but || the superinten-
dent called my father [at home],
When he would leave the bouse,
I'd either go with bim or

trail along bebind, He informed
me that I wasn’t to come. So |
watched bim and be went down to
the bunk bouse and got several
men and walked over to the
bospital and they came out
carrying a stretcher, covered, and
taok it to the carpenter shop. 1
knew that Chris Jensen, who was
the chief carpenter, aliways kept
several coffins there. He had
made them, these woere not just an
ordinary wooden box. Anyway,
that worker was buried in
Kennecott cemetery. No relative
could afford to bave bim shipped
Outside for burial.

Did they conduct a funeral
service?

[mterview with James McGavock and Jean McGavock Lamb

Jim McGavock and dog, Ginger.
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McGavock:

Lamb:

Rain;

Lamb:

Kain:

MceGavoek:

Kain:

McGavock:

Kinnrcorr Kins

I don’t |[know), it svas probably just
a grave side service because we
didn’t have any clergy or church.

Just wisiting people coming up.

You bad a visiting minister that
wonld come occastonally and
that’s the only time there were
servicess

Um bumm,

You don't recall any other funeral
or anything like that?

No, I don’t.

That’s interesting. The two of you
are just going to walk down to the
cemetery just to look, bub?

Just to look. I had heard that Rich
|Kirkwood] has maintained it, you
knozw. [t's right on the edge of the
glacier. | think, Pm not certain,
but George Powell was at
Kennecott. He s bere. His father
was killed bere and be is either
buried in the Kennecott cemetery
or the McCartby cemetery. George
has never talked abom it

Kain:

McGavock:

Lamb:

Kain:

MceGavoek:

Lamb:

Kain:

Lamb:

Kain:

Do vou know what happened to
bis fathers

Then of course bis mother
remarried, I believe it was an
accident.

I gather that it was an accident,
but I don’t know if it was « mine
accident or a mill accident bere.
[In his interview, George Powell
notes that his father was killed in
the mines].

You don’t know where be worked?
No, I don’t.
He doesn’t seem to talk about 1.

Well, I think that pretty much
covers what [ was boping to cover.

Well, good.

And | appreciate your giving us
the time and information and, like
I said, these tapes will be made
available for anyone from the UAF
Archives. Thank you very much,
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(GEORGE POWELL

bsterview sonihatrd by Logan FHoow

aend ool Ileabiley

ool Pk Servae

My 27, 199

Tape #L. Sidc #]

[Winh eebomg and clanfegiman Changes sade by Powedl i b 1920

[Tape begins in mid-sentence
with:].

Hovis: ... Logan Hovis with Geoff
Bleakley bere at Kennecott Alaska
on the twenty seventh of May,
1998, We're bere with George
Powell, who is ... one of the
Kennecott Kids; and George, I'd
like to thank you very much for
talking with us.

Powell: O.K.
Hovis: If you bave anytbing you'd like to

say to start, please do; otherwise,
we'll start in with questions.

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Ob, it's good to have you back in
this reunion again, and last two ...
It's ... just as good [as before].
Um-bum.,

Real nice |uncertain word),

How'd you first come to be at
Kennecott?

I was born bere.

Really?

In 1923,

1923,

Born tn Kennecott.

Yeab. O.K. Born in the bospital?

Yeabh,



Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

O.K. You're father was employed
bere?

He was a machintst.

A machinist? |And] your mother
took care of the place?

Um-bum.
Where did your family lives

[uncertain word] now you mean,
ors

At that time.
Well, at that time, right bere.
In the apartments

. Just about ... in the bouse right
bere; In the first small one.

Ob! In the first small one that got
moveds

... Big one back bebind ... small
one in front. Apartment house was
on this end.

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell
0O.K.

My father got killed in the mines in
1925,

Um-bum.

No, in about 1928. My mother
remarried, and we moved in to this
place here, and ...

Your mother remarried in
Kennecott, thens

Yeab, wm-bum. Yeab, be |his
steplather] worked in the mill bere.
[Uncertain words| shaker table
section there.

How did your father get killed in
the mines? Was that ...

Ob, be bad a mine over at Rex
Creek ... the top of Rex Creek.

Yeab, sure the canyon, up there,
Yeah, I know who be was.

He bad some tunnels back in
there; and be was bydraulic'in; and
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Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

14C

a rock came off the mountain. He
couldn’t bear it with the noise of
the giants there; Hit bim in the
bead.

Hum.

They bawled bim into Kennecott
bere on a wagon and borses. And
.. be died in the hospital then.

That's sad ... Were you ever up 1o
those miness

Ob, yeab! My mother wanted ta
lease the mine to a guy named Lou
Anderton in about 19... 36, 35. N’
be’s back in a tunnel there ... and
a rock fell on bim. A big boulder -
eight bundred pound boulder;
rapped bim in theve. And ab ...
and be was by himself, so be ...
nobody knew it until about a week
or so afterwards. And the mailman
... missed [the] mail a couple of
times ... Found bim still missing a
couple of times [later]; so be had
‘em checkin® around ... And they
found him back there in bis rock
[uncertain word = sounds like
“envivonment”]. ... And bis fingers

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Bh‘::lkh:}f:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

were, scratched off ... at the
second joint = [from] tryin’ to dig
bis way out from under that rock.

Um-bum.

Is this the same Lo Anderton that
was ... be worked ... in Shushanna
[Chisana] as ab ...

Anderton; T-ON; Anderton;
TON, not SON.

Yeah .. [be] worked in Shushanna
as a hunting guide, carler.

Yeah, He. was, ab a loner. Kin'a
. prospect bere 'n there [unclear
word].

Um-bum,

We had to go ... left Kennecott in
1932 due to slow down in
Kennecott mine operations. We
came back over in 37, and bad [to]
clean up all ... the ... tents and
stuff like that; The water bad ...
get ... been high that summer,
And it washed all the sides of the
tents and stuff down into the ..



Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

over the bank, ... We bad to clean
up all that stuff. Yeab.

[Gap in tapel.

.. back into the mine there, and
seen a rock and [unclear words]
the ground was pretty slack
[unstable] in there ... and, ab ...
[would] be solid in one place, and
in another place, it'd slough off
and cave in ...

This was ... occurred in rock, not
gravel?

Yeah. Yeah. There was some,
some gravel, and some rock...

I know it were ... good, good to get
under a channel, 1 believe.

Yeah.

1 knowe where this tnnel is, too. ...
Been back in it myself.

There's two or three tunnels in
theve that’s been put in. My dad
put some of ‘em in ... an' be bad
maostly [done] placer work in there.

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Interview with George Powell

Um-bum. How old were you at the
times

it, ab ... be died when I was a year
and a balf old.

O.K. But, you stayed bere for a lot
longer than that?

Yeab, we stayed bere in Kennecott
... [a few unclear words] ... [my
mother] worked the laundry down
bere, and worked for Birch ...
taking ... ab, bouse keeper. ... And
[she] worked for Douglass. ... And
.. [did] bouse work [for] ...
[other] various people around.

Um-bum.

Laundry ... and ...

0.K.

Kept busy, and ... The only
women ... that were allowed
around bere, was people that
worked, or were married o

workers - bad a reason to be bere.

Yes,
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Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

KerniecorT Kips

Yes. She was a widow ... [but]
they ... bad something going for
ber to keep [her] going ... those

last few years.

What, was it ... did she ever talk to
you ‘bout what it was like, ‘bout
what it was like to work in the
laundry?

Whao she work ...

She ever talk about what it was like
to work in the laundry; who she
worked ... who the peaple were
she worked withs

Ob, it was ... it was ... it was two
people in there, besides ber -
[Tom] Mori and a Japanese guy
that run the place.

Um-bum.
And, well, I used to go down there

. She’d take me down there; and

r'd wait around there while she
was ... working in there,

Umbum.

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

But ... it wasn't [unclear word]
bard work. It was, ab ... steady
work, but not too bard. ... Was in
the hospital linens, laundry, and
the, ab ... uniforms and stuff like
that.

Wha.,. did they do the bedding
out of the bunkhouses?

Some of i, yeab.

Um-bum. So when she went to
work for Douglass, or for Birch ...
that was, that was ... a bit of an
improvements?

Um-bum.

She get to know them at all? Talk
to ... Did she get to know
Dougluss and Birch? Talk about
themé?

Ob yeab. Um-bum. Yeah, She
coudd [still) tell you till 1978. Ab,
[then] ber mind was off, off in the
Alzbeimer's; and so she
[unintelligible].

[Gap in tape].



Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis;

Powell:

Hovis:

... she bad a nice bouse up in
there.

...'s too bad it’s been torn doswon.

Yeab. It bad nice bardwood [loors,
and all that stuff.

Um-hum,

And that one over next to the staff
house, was [a] nice house there
too. Don't recall who bad that -
who lived there, but she was
involved in taking bousekeeping
[and] stuff [like that] in there, too.

Ind she continue working after she
remarrieds

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell

Ob yeabh. Um-bum. Yeah. Yeab.
She worked down at the laundry
then; and after ... and even after
that till, about, ob ... 1930. We left
there in '32. She worked up till
almaost "32 ... down there. But ...
ab, bad a place round there ...
bousekeeping and stuff like that.

You went to school there didnt
your

Yeab, ub-um.
What was that like?
Ob, pretty good.
Um-hum.

It was a small, one room school
bouse, and one ... |Uncertain
word] lower grades on one end,
and bigher grades on the other
side.

Um-bum,

I went down there, yesterday, and
looked around it. Piano’s still
there, It was, it was, ab .., had a
lot of fun, Learned ...
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Interview with George Powell ———

“(my father) had a mine over
at Rex Creek...the top of Rex
Creek. He bhad some tunnels
back in there; and be was
bydraulic’in; and a rock came
off the mountain. He couldn’t bear it with the
noise of the giants there; Hit him in the bead.
They bauled bim into Kennecott bhere on a
wagon and horses. And ... be died in the

hospital then. ...be died when I was a year and a
balf old.”

GrEORGE POWELL
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Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell;

Bleakley:

Powell:

Hovis:

146

lLearned a little bits

Everything you need to know!
[Laughs].

Good!

Think better than today I think
[Chuckles],

Woas just ten or twelve students at a
times?

Yeah ...it's ... ‘bout ten. ... It

wasn't very, wasn't toa many ...
Yeah,

Un-hum.

It was more like ... ab ... ob ... 1t
was [a] company, company school,
and they bad company policies,
and company ... education and all.
Almast like, was almost like ...
[unintelligible word] ... they, ab ...
wouldn't ... they accommodated
us, but it was a ... school had strict
riles and regulations ... what you
learn and stuff like that,

Can you remember-any of those
regulations?

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

No..

... that might be different from
what other people bad:

No. Some other kids might ...
some of the older kids might, but I
was, db ... wasn’t, wasn’t worried
about the ... rules and regulations
.. we'd ...

Ob, yes, we've talked to the women
who worried about the rules, and
the men wha really didn’t
[laughter] dare. |[Laughter].

Rules keep your nose clean, and
stuff like that. Do it .., take care
of your stuff ... and, and take care
of other people’s stuff left out.

Lim-bum.

Everybody belped everybody else,
And it was a good deal all around.

O.K. You pretty much had the run
of the place? Could you conld go
just about any place you wanted
to?



Powell:

Howvis:
Powell:
Hovis:
Powell:
Y

Ob yeab; wel*d] ... go up to the

mill ... go up and watch my

stepfather ... bis work, and, ab ...

and the muachine shop ... and the .
Hovis:

power plant [unclear word].
Nobody bothbered you ... as long

Interview with George Powell

as you ... you did things that
wouldn’t upset things ...

Don'’t stick YOuT MOse i1 belts ...

No biggie. ... O.K.

[Unclear word] bad me, traded me
off several times when we were
working ... watched the
operations, and stuff like that.

Any favorite parts of ité Any parts
of it that you enjoyed more than
others?

Ob ... nat particularly ... it was
Just, ob ... it was all educational.
.. Yeab there ... |[were] bockey
games ‘n, ab ... and ... [unclear
word - sounds like handball] they
call down there ... and, ab ... and
they bhad the, ak ... baseball
diamond ... with bases out down
there ... Had a black bear, used to
come down there all the time, and
play with the ... play with the
bases [all laugh].

All right [continued laughter],
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Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

[Unclear words)] cowdd ab put a
pint of alcobol ont there ... when
... bea’.. bear |chuckle] lapped
that up, and made about three laps
of the bases there, and tore the
bases all up a bit ... nothin® left
..'s event the bear [laughter],

0O.K. ... [Unclear word - possibly
“that’d™] have been a cook out of
the west bunkbouse down bere
thens

Yeah.

Yeab, Um-bum. Was that, was
that & Chinese cook?

Pardon.
Chinese cook, or ... Chinese?

No be wouldn't been Chinese. ...
Cook wasn't Chinese [unclear
words]. White, white people, white
man. Yeah.

We're very vagne on bhow many
different groups were ot bere -
hotw many Chinese, Japanese. ..,
Whether there were any ... natives
waorked beve ...

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

There was a few Chinese, and, ab
.. Japanese. ... Jupanese run the
lawndry, The Chinese ... |unclear
words - sounds like “member what
the, he's ah™]. Bur ... [Unclear
words - sounds like “One ... time
we'| dowen to Cordova, any ... one
time on the train, and [he) talked
to the section bouse down on the
river, down there by ... ob,
between Chitina and Cordova.

[lm-bam.

And there was ... a waterfall, s real
... beavy ple... beavy river rapids
there... and I asked this guy what
the name [of] that river was. You
knoze. And be said they called it
“China Man Charlie” rapids. And
I guess, be said, “What did you
call 117", "How'd you bear that*
He says ... be bought five bundred
tickets on the ice pool ... and be
lost it by a minute, or something
like that. He committed swicide,
... Jumped in the river there.

[Sigh). Hub ... Haly ...



Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:
Hovis:

Powell;

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

I don't know if it's true, or not,
but that’s ... [what he] told me ...
Called it China Man's Rapids after
that.

That’s a sad loser.

Yes [laugh).

Um., Yeab.

Yeab, in 1932 we left ... bere. They
closed ... slowed the mines down
quite a bit.

Um-bum.

We went down [the] ... Copper
Riwver on the train, and the bridges
[were] going ont. ... They salvaged
most of the ties and stuff ..
Um-bum.

... for rense, and ... [unclear word]

... rebuild the bridge again. What,
they bad two by twelve planks

nailed across |one] from the top of

the piling. And a two by four rail
[put] up for a band rail. So ... we
bad to get off the train there and

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Interview with George Powell

walk across the bridge, on that ...
and ... catch, catch anotber train
on the other side ... [at] Chitina .

Um-bub,

That must bave been about the
sixteenth of August 1932, canse
the seventeenth ...

Ab? [stated emphatically).

I seen pictures of the bridge gone
... in the river.

I don’t remember [unclear words|
... I thought it was earlier ... June
time, myself, ... It might been
there that, that late [though].

'S, 've got a picture that’s dated
by who ever took it: August 17,
1932. ... That shows picces of the,
of the tracks and stuff in the
water.

Um-bum.

And the bridge gone.
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Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

I never seen the pic... [unclear
word] of that [unclear word].
But ...

Do you bave any ...

I would say |unclear words] /
don’t knote I was wrong. Going

across there ... My mother was
scared stiff.

... Your mother was hysterical.

[Laughter with Hovis and
Bleakley].

O.K.

Was a good trip, but, today, I can
go down through that road in a
car, or something, and | can’t

imagine a train goin' through
there.

Awfully steep in spots isn’t it?

Well, the steep places mostly bad
trestles.

Um-haum,

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell

Top there, to top them ... and
there was lots of trestles ... and
they ... stuck in there ... good
experience,

So, where, where’d you go when
you left, left Kennecous?

Went to Anchorage.
Went ta Anchorage?

Yeab. Yeab, my stepfather got a
job on the railroad over there ...
He worked there until, ab ... 1940,
ah ... 97, or along that. And, be
went towards [unintelligible]
probably about '48. Then be went
out to Portland, Oregon. Him and
my mother kind ‘a split up about
that time ... and be got down the
.. Portland, there. And ... be, be
got tangled up with some of these
boxing ... underworld. He was, he
was, kind of ab ... promaoter ... He
use to promote fights in the
commuenity ball in Kennecott. And
so be got that down there, and,
somebody Rilled bim there, They
don’t know who it was. They
found bim n the river, with ...
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Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Kennecort Kis

with, op... [unclear words- sounds
like Sauvie's Island), or some place
down there.

Hum.

That was in ... I guess ... 50... no
‘51 ... they found, ab ... died.

He use to bring fighters in bere to
Kennecotts

Yeab. We bad ‘em ... they ... be
was a promoter ... and the miners,
and the people in shops ... bad

volunteers [that would] box you
know, Stuff like that.

You usually woné

Pardon.,

Did it, were there regular winners?
No ... they was, ab ... Every couple
montbs ... be bad ... put on an

exhibition. Whatever bappened be
oyou'd .. you would volunteer, or

Bare knuckles

Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis;

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

... get your bead knocked off.
Was it bare knuckle fighting?

No. They bad the ... ab

... bandball court, over there by the
school, between that and the
bunkbouse.

Um-bum.

And be was, be was, ab ... in to
bandball [unclear words]. Had
two [unclear word].

How old were you when yon left
bere?

Nine.

Nined You got some pretty strong
memories of the, of the place,

I ... 've forgot, forgot so much of
it by now. But ... and it's ...
getting to the point that ... I can't
remember a lot of the ... mmm ...
small details, and stuff like that.

Seem to be doing all right by me!



Powell:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Ob [laugh].
[Gap in tape).

v Ob yeab, ou that ... that trip
down the ... to Cordova there ...
Couple of times ... made three

trips on the railroad I guess, but ...

Um-bum.

That, that ... train was something
else,

Do you, do yvou bave vivid
memaries of riding the train?

Ob, yeab,

What, what was it liked Were the
cars hot? Ab ... borse bair seats?

No, It swas, it was ... they were
old-fashioned cars, you know ...
and they were warm, and
everything [was] workin’ on ‘em
wis The train picked up a Native
down there in Chitina ... and, ab
. be was ill, for some reason ...
But be got inta Cordova ... Even

Hovis:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Interview with George Powell

bungry ... My stepfather gave bim
a tuna fish sandwich.

Um-bum.

And be's ... Guy, got down inte, ab
... Cordova ... [And] why, be just
got off the train and dropped dead
.. on the platform, there.

Cer... Certainly badn’t been ...
Nothing to do with the tuna fish!
[All laugh].

No, He was, be was, ab ... looked
like [he was in] pretty bad shape.
But, be came in our car looking for
something to eat there.

Yeabh.

He was going to the doctor, or
something, in Cordova, at the time
. And ... be was the first [dead]
body 1'd seen owtside of a funeral,
or sometbing like ... that .. I'd
seen up bere.

Um-bum. D' you ever bave much
to do with peaple who lived down
in McCarthy?






Hovis:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

0K
|Gap in tape].

... and be was pretty good with ...
‘bout that, with some people,
weren't they? Letting some people
waork out on their own mines in the
siemmer ... taking them in the
winter.

Um-bum. They bad, they bad a
good machinist crew bere then. ..,
They bad, ab, Carl Engstrom was
up there. I think you beard of
him.

{UUm-bum.

And ... they bad, ob ... quite a bit
of work ... But there was slack
periods and everything ... where a
guy could get off ... and do ...
their ... stuff like that. If they bad
... work ta be done, they'd ... get a
bold of them, and bring um back -
get um back bere.

[Gap in tape).

. father down in the cemetery?

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Interview with George Powell

Yeab. It be ... be's back in the far
wall. ... He ab, be ab ... [unclear
word] best ground. But ab ... you
know, where [the] chicken wire
fence fell?

Lim-bum.

I was down there four years ago, ‘n
they bad it all painted up ... white
washed.

Um-bum.

Yeab, samebody cleaned it up
pretty good.

That was the crew from the
asbestos removal [lowd noise
blocks words]. The people that
took out the asbestos bere ...

Yeah,

They badn’t made themselves
quite as popular as they could
bave. So they decided to do a
community service project, and go
down and clean up the cemetery.
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Powell;

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Bleakley:
Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Kinaecort Kis

Well, they didn't do that, I don't
think ... [indecipherable
mumbling].

Ob, we bad to clean up after them
too!

But, as far as I'm concerned, them
asbestos peaple are out of their
mind anyway. ‘Cause it ... all
people up here ... ab ... of all the
people here, I don't think ...
probably none of them bad ever
died of asbestos.

[Laughs].

They worked ... they worked with
it ... and lived with it ... and
everything else, for ...

Yeabh.

For years.

Um-bum.

I think it’s, it’s ... an overrated
bazard ... so.

Probably.

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

I worked with asbestos, from the,
ab ... around airplanes, for forty
years ...

Um-bum. Never wore a ma... d
mask?

Insulation and stuff on the ... ab
- bydraunlic lines ... [and] stuff,
you knotw, and like ... it’s, ab ...
overrated as far as I'm concerned
... Scare at that ... scare business
from running.

What, what did you ... after you
left Kennecotr? Where did you go?

I went to Anchorage.

[Unclear words - sounds like:
“what did you do there?”].

Went to school fall of '32. Mowed
lawns for several residents
including [the] Atwoods and
Larsons. Delivered papers, etc.
Worked at Alaska Fish Cannery in
‘38 - ‘39. Then I went to work on
the ... ab ... Eckmann's Furniture
Company [downtown?] driving a
truck ...



Hovis:

Powell:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

O.K,

. Kid .., taught me to drive ... a
madel “A” ... car be bad, on a golf
course after schoal one night ..
And the next day, 1 went down and
I got & job drivin’ truck ... at a ...
furniture store. The guy says "you
drives” [ says, “ob yeah.”
[Laughter].

Was a five speed International ...
Never bad a lick of trouble [all
laugh] ... didn’t even bave a
license at the time ...

Um-bum.

I sworked there for about four
years, ... Three years, [ guess. ... |
w They ... well ... Before that, I
sworked over 't canneries down
there, at ... Anchorage,

Lim-bum,

I...Ab .. General ... Alaska
General Fish Company. Delivered
papers, etc. Warked at Alaska Fish
Cannery in 38 - 39, ... It was, it
was, good ... |lunclear words]| ...

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis;

no pay ... It was a dollar ... No,
eighty-five cents an bour, I started
e And 1 got, ab ... You didnt ...
Got tn there ‘u got something. ...
Already [uncertain word - sounds
like "five™), But ... we had a
problem with all the kids in school
work{ing] there |in the] summer
time, When I didn't work there, I
worked over at Eckmann’s
Furniture Store.

Were you anotber one of the kids,
that when you left bere, you got all
the childbood illnesses, one right
dafter the other?

No! Ab, no.

Ob, the ... Several people have
said that when they left bere, they
seere really bealthy when they svere
here. Buwt, when they went 1o ...
wenl ... left Kennecout, they got,

ab ...
Health problemss?

They got ... the mumps ... chicken
pox ... measles [many talking at

one time here]. ... Never got any
of the childhood diseuases bere.

laterview with George Powell ———
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Interview with Get Fge Powell

“It was...like...[a]...company school,
and they had company policies, and
company...education and all.
..they accommodated us, but it was a ... school
(that) had strict rules and regulations ... what you
learn and stuff like that.

Rules keep your nose clean...”

Grorcre POwEL
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Powell;

Hovis:

Powell:

Yeab, 1 got ...chicken pox. ... And
got measles after going to
Anchorage ... And something else.
But, that’s alll Nothing else. ...
Nabody ... Ab ... OK, Maybe ...
ak ... special ... everybody in town
bad, ab ... chicken pox ... But ...
there was no, ab ... well lunclear
words]. It’s just, just ...
some[thing] went through. ... But,
ab .. Filipinos workled] on the, ab
.. on the cannery down there...

Umn-bi.

« that one guy on the weight
machine. ... Ab ... case come
through ... full of ... ab ... what ...
thirty-eight, or forty pounds, or
whatever it was. Anybow ... ab ...
we found a way to re-stack the
cans in the box ... You put twwo
extra cans in there. And the case
weight checker went through the
scale ... and it'd be too beavy. So
he'd just ... dumped the case out.
And weigh each can separately,
and it was ... all worked exactly
right. He ... could never get these
twwo cans back i the case [Powell
and Hovis laughter], Abowt tewo or

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

three weeks later, we'd do the same
thing again. And we ... was
driving that guy crazy [laughs).

Ab-bub ... yes.

[Chuckling]. You put four cans,
and three, and a four, and three,
and four, like that, And leave
space on the end, so you can get
the extra cans in.

Um-bum.

That, that guy was real proud of
bis mind [laughs).

Did you play any practical tricks
like that when you were ont here
. at Kennecotr?

Ob ... we done a few things bere

Um-bum.

We wwere down bere throwin’ rocks
at an outhouse one day, and ... the
butcher caught us ... We didn’t see
‘m comin’ ... So be nailed hoth of



Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

us. Took us up to the, ab, meat
market bere. And be was going to
cut our ears off and bang us on a
meat book. Boy, you grabbed
[unclear words]. He was tellin® us
all about throwing rocks and boy,
be scared the livin® bell out of us.
[Laughter].

How long [laughter] before you
threw rocks at an outhouse again?
[laughter),

We didu't throw rocks no more!
[Continued laughter]. He got our

attention!

Yes.

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:
Hovis:
Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell

He got that ... be set it down there,
and be bad a meat cleaver, ‘n [was)
knockin' these books back ‘n forth
on a meat book rail up there, and

Um-bum.

. was going to bang wus up ...

You gone back in there?

Um-bum.

Ob yeab. Yeabh.

He set us, set us down ... and
grabbed bis, ab ... steel to ...
sharpen bis tool up, there. ... And
we took off, you know! [Laughter],
He was laughing like bell.

I'll bet!

How much did you say you’d dress
out tof What'd be say you'd dress
out to? How much good meat left?
‘Bowt fifty pounds [laughter].

Once you ... Anybody about six
years old,
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Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Yeah ...
I'm glad to bear that.

Yeah. People were compassionate
«. Helped everybody clse.

Thank you very much. OK.
[unintelligible].

There were ski parties, and
stuldents] ... go wp ‘n down the

railroad tracks.

You guys ever go across to 4th of
July Creek, or?

I probably did.

Didn’t like ... or anything like
that¢

Well, some of ‘em might have.

But, I was ... I never got to do it ...

Most of the kids were older than |
was ... When, ... { was ... born in
23. And, ab ... but, ab ... There
was only ... four, or five ... Six ...
was born within [the] 22 ... to 24
range there.

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:
Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Interview with George Powell
Um-bum,

Most of the kids were older than |
[was), and ... any old timers ...

At age nine. Age nine ... Now you
were old enough to ask this
question - [Did] you ever have any
girl friend out beres

No.
A linle girl ... Puppy love thing?

No. No. [laughs]. [l was only]
nine at the time ... Wasn't worried
about girls then.

It's a shame ... My son’s started ...
He's six ... He's still ... Startin” to
worry ... He’s starting to worry
about it already! Scary.

[Pause in interview conversations).
Went to St. Lonts in 1942, They
sent many families out of
Anchorage for safety during ... the
war.

Um-bum,
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Powell:

Hovis;

Powell:
Hovis;

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Bleakley:

Howvis:

We went by Tri-motor Stinson from
Anchorage down to Junearw ... And
then ... boat to Seattle ... and back
to St. Lowuis by train.

That must bave been ... |A] Tri-
motor! ... Must of been quite a

flight.

Ob yeab, it was fun. Yeab.
Lim-bum.

Yeab, it's same type goin' outside
now again. [The Alaska Aviation
Heritage Museum had it out there;
and they sold it in *99.]

Same one?

It's the same type.

Ab . It’s the. ... That’s the one
they're selling.

It’s goin’ back to Indiana, some
pfﬂﬂf.

It’s like, the only one left! I think.

Yes,

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis;

Powell:

There's only a couple of ‘em left.
Yeah. ... They're lucky ... they
got this one ... 1 think ... in a short
time, it would bave, ab ... crashed

itself.
Um-bum.

‘Cause they ... They found some
problems with it out bere before it
left ... that badn’t been corrected
previously,

Um-bum.

They fixed it [and] ... they
probably saved it ... from crashing.

When you're ... Did they bave the
airstrip down at McCarthy when
you were bered Or was ...

They bad a small one down there,
yeah. Yeab, [unclear name -
sounds like Bud Seltenreich] bad
bis plane down there; and ... bim
and bis brothers Ted and Fred ...
[Harold] Gillam use to come in
there ... sometime[s). And a [ew
more of them.



Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell;

Hovis:

Powell:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

‘D you know Bud?

Ob yeab! Owver there ... Bud got
me started in the airplane business
abont 19.. ab ... 38, 39, or
something like that. ... Cleaned
parts for 'm out of Merrill Field
there.

OK.
That's back in a long time.
You're a pilot, aren’t you; too?

Pardon. 1 bave flown, yeab. But
not since about 1970 ... or ...

[Gap in tape].

... Bud and bis brother bad ... he
bad ... a biplane. And be used to
fly back. ... Was first year Gillam

came up.

Um-bum.
Was up ‘n down through bere ...

abont 1928 ... 29 ... something like
that.

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell;

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell

They were a couple characters,
weren't they?

Yeab. In 19.. ab ... '84 .85 ...
brother Fred [Seltenreich] was
over on the ... in Shushanna, or
some place over bere; and be
found, a ... a diary in an old
roadhouse that ... belonged to my
dad.

Really!

He gave it to me; and, ab ... [I
found] it had ab ... bunch of bis,
ab ... notations from mining and
stuff like that,

Um-bum.

Recipe for raisin wine,

Well, you're going to be over there
Hope there's [unclear word]. ... In
mint condition! Almost.

You still bave it?

Yeab,
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Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:
Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

KinnecorT Kims

Would you mind if I called you in
Anchorage? And took a look at it
some times

Well, ab ... veab, if I could it
[laughs].

I would, I would love 1o see this.
Note ... note book like that?
Um-bum. Did it talk about what
he did on the ... on the
|unintelligible].

There’s not, there's not too much
information ... eb? ... 1920. ....
Two, I think ... '20 ...721 ... 23.
Um-bum.

Year before be died.

OK.

But, I don't know if 1 can find the
thing anymore. Ill look for it. See
if I can find it.

O.K., I'm going to make a note that
you bave that, because | wonld

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

love to, if you do bave it, I'd love
to see it. I need a good recipe for
raisin wine! ... Most of mine are
really rotten. ... O.K.

[Powell later found his father's
note book and brought it to a
meeting with Hovis at the NPS
office in Anchorage on June 19,
2000. Hovis copied portions of it
to be stored with the NPS Alaska
Regional office curatorial
collections].

[Gap in tape].

... old roadbouse over there
|unclear words] ... Shushanna.

.. O.K. ... And that, and that was
the diary be would have been
keeping on Rex Creek, though? It
Jound its way all the way up the
Shushanna.

No. No. It wasn't a diary ... [it]
was just a log book ... with all bis
notes [unclear words]. He didn't
bave ... didn't bave much in it
besides notations on bis, ab ...
[bills?] and stuff like that.



Hovis:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Bleaklev:

Howvis:

Bleakley:

Hovis;

Powell:

Hovis:

Um-bum. ... Well, that's as much
of the mining as being able, being
able to find the gold.

Yeab. I'm still tryin' to figure ont
who it was that ... that made that
first landing in Shushanna
|Chisana] in 29. There was an
injured ... over there, and
somebody flewe in from McCarthy
to Shushanna, and picked em up.

Wasn't Bud Seltenreich, or Fred,
was ¢

I don't know, I haven't, ab ...

Nobody's [laugh] ever said who it
was.

Was that in that, ab...

Was in McKennan's [Robert A,
McKennan's] ..

McKennan’s study ... Diary. Yeabh.

Well, Bud Seltenreich [would]
probably knozwe.

Um-bum.

Powell:

Bleakley:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Powell:

Interview with Georye Powell

He can probably tell yon. His
brother ... ab, crashed an airplane
over there ... about that time.

It was somebody from McCarthy, 1
think ... was flying around bere
then ... There couldn't bave been
that many people with airplanes
bere [laughter].

Yeah. He'd know who it was.
Yeabh.

Well, track Bud down then and ask
him.

Ask bim, yeab. Yeab, be's got
good memory, He, ab ... [In the
6-19-00 meeting with Hovis, Powell
pointed out that Bud passed away
in ‘99].

[Gap in tape].

.. lot of things going down in
McCarthy, there ... He [Red] ...
used to, ab ... have a dog team,
And be'd baul miners back ‘n forth
from ... McCarthy to Kennecott.
Be down there for a weekend ... or

Jor over night.

167



168

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell;

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Powell:

Kesnecorr Kims

Um-bum. Get ‘em back for [the]
shift in the morning?

Slip 'em on to a sled and bring ‘em
back bere, and ... [Hovis
chuckling] Five bucks, ab [laugh].

Yeab, be's told a few moonshine
stories, too,

Um-bum. Yeab, that, ab ... Yeah,
Red died a year or two ago. And
be’s ... be bad a lot, a lot of bis
stories ... Like Bud, be should
write that stuff down that be’s got.

The problem is ... sometimes we
don’t know the right questions to
ask.

Um-bum.

You know? And then, by the time
we think of the right questions, ir’s
too late.

Yeab.

Yeab ... It’s, ab ... I wrote a lot of
stuff down back in the last few
years, But I can’t . I .. Just try
id...

Howvis
Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Powell:

Um-bum,
Get it down before 1 forget it.

Well, if you wonld ever like to
share it, we'd be a very
appreciative audience,

Well, most is what I've ... told you
so far ... Haven't, ab ... Given ...
little odds and ends bere ‘n there
about, ab ... But ... most stuff,
it's, ab... What Poe written down
... bas ... nothin' to do with
Kennecott ar all. Just [unclear
words]| and Kennecott, Anchorage,
and ... durin’ the war, and stuff
like that.

Um-bum.

Well, that’s all interesting stuff,
loo.

Yeab.

[Gap in tapel.

In 1945, I found an airplane over
in China.



Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Um-bum.

And ... I copied its ... name and
model [number] off it ... and the
engine numb... type, and ... ber
v Year. Tryin’ ta find information
on that thing. I told a friend of
mine bere about it, about twenty
years ago. And be’s, be run across
a model airplane magazine [that]
bad a picture of it, and plans for it.
But, ab ... [the nineteen] ninety-
seven ... Wings Magazine came
out with |a) story about another
[similar] plane., Had pictures
land] all the stuff like that. [1t]
was made in Canada. |At the]
Canadian [Carand?] foundry.

Ob, yeab.

And, ab .. the article said that
airplane was ... was burned up in
a fire; in, ab ... Canada ... Eastern
Canada.

There’s the problem. There’ s

another one over in China.

Another one over in China. It was
.. I got a ... [unclear word -

Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Powell:

Howvis:

Powell:

Interview with George Powell ——

sounds like “picture™]. Got bope
. now. Got a bold of [the Wings]
magazine. Told ‘em ‘bout finding
this thing over there.

Um-bum.

I got the pot stirred up over there
notw ... And they got ... I was tryn’
ta track down ... bow that plane
got there. Wasn't suppose to be
out ... They only made one of

em.

Um-bum. Burned up in the fire.
Was only one of ‘um. Only one
[laughter].

I got several letters back from this
guy that wrote that story, and [
think there'’s more information
comin’. ..., Was a beautiful little
airplane!

O.X.

Must bave been a fighter ... an
FDB-1. Was a fighter bomber. But
... the United States government
got in to the act, and they conldn™t
sell airplanes for, ab .. too many
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Interview with George Pow ell —

“The train picked up a Native
(man) down there in Chitina
...looked (in) pretty bad shape.
...he came in our car looking for
something to eat...and... My
stepfather gave him a tuna fish sandwich. (The
Native man) was going to the doctor...in Cordova...
and (when we) got down into...Cordova...be just got
off the train and dropped dead...on the platform
there. ...be was the first body I'd seen outside of a
funeral, (the first)...I'd seen up bere.”

GrORGE POWELL
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Hovis:

Powell:

Hovis:

Well, George, we’ll say thank you
again.

0O.K.

And I'll turn it [the tape recorder]
off, and I'll expect you to start to
start saying something else again
[all laugh].

Interview with George Powell
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KenneoorT Rims

MILDRED ERICKSON REIS

AND OSCAR WATSJOLD

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Imerview comhucsed By Alind Lenda Shas
Kennocon, Alaks

Jiadnie 15, 1990

Shaw, A.:

She told us...teacher told us we
were not to speak Norwegian at
bome because | would bave an
accent. So there was no more
Norwegian in our bomes so I lost
my accent..[ability to speak
Norwegian. My father was of
Swedish descent and was raised in
North Dakota. He was glad of
this rule as his Norwegian wasn't
that great.)

Reis:
Shaw, A.:

Reis:

So when you came to McCarthy
you were speaking...[bilingual]?
Shaw, A.:
Norwegian. I could speak English
too but 1 lost the Norwegian

Tell us when you first came to that
one room schoolbouse.

It wwas 1919,
1919,

Yes. And I went to school there
until I was in the fifth grade. And
I bave with me ... I bave my report
cards and that will tell you all ...
what kind of student I was...what
my deportment was ... and all the
years ... when we get up there give
them to you.

Are you the one who told us that
the last class at that school was
1922



Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.;

Reis:

No it wasn't,
Somebady mentioned that..

I didn't think it went on that long,
but I don’t know.

Somebody we talked to..maybe it
was in a letter ... said the last class
there was 1922, Did you ever go 1o
the 2 room schoolbouse?d

Yes, I went from the time | was in
5th to second bigh. Then my last
year ... in ninth grade, I had my
lessons at recess and at noon time
and after school ... so I didn’t
conflict with the grade school.

How many grades were in that one
raom school bouses

All of them, from the first through
second year bigh. They bad quite
a time getting all the lessons in, as
you can imagine, so they one year
divided so some of us came in the
morning, some in the afternoon.
But I don’t think that worked any
better. All the teachers who came
to Kennecott bad to be able to
teach High School.

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Warsjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

That was still the one room school
house?

Yes. They bad a system there that
when you were in the 7th grade the
superintendent of the Territory ...
Superintendent of Education ..,
would send a sealed envelope 1o
the reacher with your tests in it ...
so when I was in 7th grade I had
physiology and geography and
they sent that back to Juneau and I
bad to sit and wait and bope that 1
would get into eighth grade. [In
eighth grade we bad all other
subjects tested from Junean.]
Then it wonld come back and I
bave my certificate along with me
from that. And the Kennecott
School was called the Blackburn
School in Kennecott, That's what
they called it then,

The last year you went to that
school was 19247

No, it was 1927 ...27 because I went
to Holy Names Academy in Seattle
[after that].
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Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Did they continue to use the one-
room as a school after thar then?

No. When they got the new two-
room one Mr. Nieding bad just
come up as the new manager and
they used the one there for a ...
and they bad this other one built,
It bad been a bunkbouse before,
When I first came up there we
used to make these little things
with wheels on them and you push
around ... little scooters ... and we
go in there and play but then they
made it into the school. It was a
beautiful school. The old
schoolbouse they used for storage
and stuff and also for ... |a

marque?|

When you went to school there it
was up at Kennecott. Do you
think that was the same one that
was down at Blackburné

Well, all I know is that they bad a
schaol in Blackburn where the
McCarthy children and the
Kennecott children went, that twas
before my time. And I know about
that and I knosw that the kids

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

wonld walk from Kenneconr down
to Blackburn to go to that school
and 1 remember bearing abowl
Jimmy Dennis, whose father was in
charge of all the tramways in
Kennecott, that be went dosen ta
the school one day and they were
carrying guns and be shot a bear.
I remember that story. That's
about all I know about that school.

But, you see, it was painted red
and white, like the vest and 1
believe Blackburn was the railroad
toun. Because Mother and Dad
stayed there and the Engstroms
were there, they were railroad
people, and there were others that
worked on the railroad and Dad
did for a short time. And then
Pete Jobuson and bis wife bad a
road bouse there.

In McCarthys

No, in Blackburn. I bave pictures
and I'll show you, And... that’s all
the people | can remember... there
were some Radivans that lived
there.



Interview with Mildred Enckson Ress and Oscar Watsjold

Skate rink at Blackburn School
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Shaw, L.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Kensecort Kus

Martin Radivans

Yes. And Martin Radivan bad
dogs, big sled dogs. And one of
their sled dogs jumped me one
time and knocked me down and
my mother said it was..[scary as
the dog was vicious,] My dad went
to Martin Radivan and told bim to
keep the bis dogs fenced or tied or
be would shoot them. And from
then on they wouldn't speak to us
but their dogs were penned. My
dad was a very quiet man but he
bad a temper.

Now that schoolbouse has a little
room in it where they had a drain
board.

I don’t remember that but there
was a little cloak room.

Yes. That cloak room still has the
names of six people there.

Probably mine. It was Roy Kay,
Frank Jobnson ... Rodney Lloyd,
Dolly Lloyd, the two Nieding girls,
and Wilbur Llovd, I believe, he
was the vlder boy, Kenneth and

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Chester Padgentt, Harold and Frank
Groff, and Kenneth McDonald.

I forger the names but Mildred’s
one and Frank’s one. [Mildred
Erickson and Frank Johnson].

Yes.
Was there a Chester or a...7

Chester and Kenneth Padgett. Mr.
Padgett was the electrician,

Yon were saying this morning that
they only had one stove in theres

Yes. The bigger boys were
appointed the firemen, of course,
and they kept it warm because the
teacher was from down in the
states and she was cold, we just
died of the beat. We got to play
outside and we wouldn’t bave
muchk of a place ta play, but the
train would come by when we were
sitting in onr desks and we always
Jelt that we were moving and the
train was standing still. It was right
on the track and there was a chute,
and I don't know if it is still there,



Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw. A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

that went down from the railroad
tracks te the barn, It was just like
glass becanse they sent the bales
of hay down and we used to slide
on that and we went so fast we bad
ta bald onto the sides.

See that schoolbouse actually bas a
place for two stoves but it only bad
one in it....

I don’t remember that, I only
remember the boys taking care of
the big one in the buack,

It wasn't enough to beat the whole
place was it?

Well, apparently it was or at least
that was why the teachers always
complained, it might bave been
cold up there. We didn’t
complain, we bad our long jobns...
There was another bay 1
remember now, Kenneth
McDonald, who was one of the big
kids and Frank and Harold Groff.
That's about all I can remember,
.t lot of kids.

What did your dad do?

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Rets:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

He was the chief operator of the
power bouse, He worked for a
short time in the machine shop
but then be went into the power
house and be was the chief
operator. Quite often went to
Latouche. |He saw to the
installation of new diesels one
time, probably, he acted as
troubleshooter.| I have pictures of
the inside of the powerbouse.

Where did you live?

Right next to the lodge, House
n'gbl‘ next to the fﬂdg[', there are
two of them alike. Owrs and
Olson’s.

To the right when you face the
lodge?

When you face the lodge it would
be to your right, yes. There was a
bouse between there and onrs.

Mr. Howard, Jack Howard, and
Loute Vick and anotber man, but [
can't remember the other man's
name... That was before Mr.
Howard was married and I believe
bis daughter is coming, Catherine
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Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Hodge from back East somewbere.
I don’t remember where.

When you were bere bave you seen
the schoolbouse?

Yes.

Mr. Barrett, Lawrence Barrett - did
you know bimé

Yes, I knew bim in McCartby. His
mother and mine were good
friends, they used to ski together.
I remember Lawrence, be was
older, be was one of the big kids.

Well, be was the one who said that
the schoolbouse was brought up
from Blackburn.

Well, be should know. He was
probably there. He went to the
Blackburn School.

Obh, be went to the Blackburn
School? See that schoolbouse
really didn’t have ... tell us abont
the bathrooms. Do you remember
the bathrooms at the schoolbouse?

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

They were in the back, there was a
ball or some room, well back where
the teacher would be, it was in
there, the batbrooms.

Hose many of them were there?
A boys and girls.

What were they, they weren't flush
toilets or anything, were they?

No, no. They were just the old
fashioned kind, a bole, one-holers.

Do you think they were one-bolers
or did they bave like a pouy that

bad to be emptieds?

No, I think it was the old
fashioned dug bole type, I think
that was what it was, I can't
remember anything else. That was
the prominent thing up here then.

There’s a shed on the back, with
twa rooms in it and a vent pipe, no
boles in the corner or anything.

Well they probably covered it over
later when they closed the school.

181



182

Kennecort Kios

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, Nell:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

[Inaudible].

Oscar, when were you there?
At where?

Kennecott.

Ob, I was in McCarthy.

You were in McCarthy?¢

Yes, we came to McCarthy in 1929,

April.

[Nell Watsjold, Oscar’s wife has
entered the conversation]. Bt
you went to school in Kennecott,
sometime.

Yes, 1934 [ think, or '33. '32.'33 |
went to school in Kennecott.

You went to school therei

Yes. Well, | went to school in
McCartby first.

What did your parents do?

They bad a store in McCarthy.

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Ob, they had the store?

Yes.

Which one? The General store?
Yes. Watsjold’s Hardware. It said
bardware on it, or did say
bardware on it. It was a general
merchandise store.

When did you leave McCarthy?
1938 when they closed the mine.

When they closed the mine that
was s

Yes,

Well, might as well bold wp now til
we think of other things...
[Inaudible].

A team, when the road was open
and then when the road closed we
went by dog team,

You had your ewn dog teams?

Ob yes.







184

Kennecorr Kins

Shﬂ“"t A»—:

Reis:

Shaw, A.;

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

she bit a knot in the wood and it Reis:
came back and just missed ber. ..it
was up by the stream.

Maybe about 10 miles or sof

No it was just down from
Kennecott, a mile or so.

Was it after...after McCarthy?

Yes, you go down to McCarthy and
up to the property that was owned
by the Kennecott Copper Corp,

Ob, it is up by Jeanie Miller’s.
Yes. And there’s also, somewbere
near the graveyard, there’s a sign
that used to say “The End of

Kennecott Property”. Was that
graveyard kept up at all? Reis:

A little bit.

Did you know a Mrs. Letendret
Mr, and Mrs. Letendres

Jobn Letendre?

Watsjold, O.;

Watsjold, O.:

Yes, He was a French-Canadian.
And bis name was "Letendre” -
French and that got a little bard to
explain I guess so be just changed
it to Letendre, L-E-T-E-N-D-R-E.
They lived up in the canyon and
when you bave time 1 can tell you
a story about them, very
interesting. I read about bher [Mrs.
Letendre’s] brother Charlie
Hanson in the Seattle Times a
number of years ago in an article
by Don Duncan. Mother and |
visited with ber often and she told
us about coming to Alaska from
Sweden with ber brother and be
made a rich gold strike near
Fairbanks.

We couddn’t find ...
Probably gone already.

We could find [a marker for] Olaf
[in the Kennecott cemeterv], be
was down there, you know, in the
barn. He used to make all the, be
was a blacksmith, be made all the
binges for the barn door and ull
that, beantiful work. When we



Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.;

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

were down the last time, someone

had stripped all that off of it.

He was the station master there in
McCarthy in 1938. I think he bad
only been there three years,

The station master wwhen I was
there was Pugh,

Pugh, Yes.

The kids always used to say “"Clyde
O. Pugh”. [We said his middle
initial was “O”. I think we just
said that because we thought it
was funny.|

Was be the station master at
Kennecott or McCarthys

Pugh? He was at McCarthy.

Lynda [Shaw) thinks that maybe
Bill Herman might bave been up
at Kennecoti. But I thought be
was there where we bave the
musenm there.

I thought be said be closed
Kennecott, be brought the last
train out.

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Res:

He was there when I was in
McCarthy and I don’t remember
who was at...

cars right on the railroad...six
foremen,

Did you bave to pump it [the car]
or was it...7

No, it had a little motor on it.

On the way out there, just before
you get to Long Lake is one of
those little cars, still sits there,

Yes.

They bad one, the pump kind
where the track walker - to check
the tracks. [The car trackwalker
used had three wheels and a space
for tools. There was a lever in
front that he used to make it go.|

So warm in the wintertime that i
be turned on bis flashlight be bad
to open the door, be'd get too bot
in there.

A little exaggeration there.
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Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:
Watsjold, O.:
Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

A little bit.

Is this George Flower(s] you are
talking abouts

The only Negro | ever saw up
there.

That's the first one Pve seen,
coming from Norway.

Yes.
I mean, the first one I knesw,
«.Long Lake

They still knew,....about 10 or
15,000 a year |?]

Two years ago we walked down
there to find George Flowers’
cabin. I can't remember, what's
the guy'’s name at Long Lakes

Collins,
Collins. He told ws bis son’s got

that property now that George
Flowers bad.

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Yes. Mr. Collins comes up every
year April 15 and stays until
October 15.

Did you ever go ice fishing down
there?

No.

We did one time and swe caught
these fish and I don’t know what
they were. We got them owut on the
ice and they just jumped all over
the place and my mother cleaned
them, they were still jumping and 1
wouldn't eat them. They were a
type of cod I believe.

I think Collins said there is lake
trout in there.

I wouldn’t bave anything to do
with them,

Too [risky, bubs
Yes.

Did you know the schaol teacher,
Margaret Harrais?



Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

No. The only one 1 knew is Mrs,
Refior.

Ob. She was WCTU, Women’s
Christian Temperance Union. Of
canrse in those days McCarthy was
wide open, all the bootleggers, the
bars wwere running like they do
now. And she always writing to
Valdez complaining about the
bootleggers and the bars, At that
time the court system was in
Valdez. Bob Reynolds, be was the
U. 8. Marshal, and be'd make a
token raid or something once in a
while, and that was it. So then
they decided they couldn’t get rid
of ber. So Mrs. Garrity and ber
son Gene Garrity and myself we'd
leave and go to Seward and go to
school. My sister Stella, brother
Jobn and Eleanor went to
Kennecort School, They didn't
bave enough kids for school so
they got rid of the school teacher,
they also got rid of the school.

But there was a family there that
they said that couldn’t afford to
send their children anywbhere so

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:
Reis:
Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

she taught the family free, She
continued to reach.

I don't know how long she was
there. She ended up as U.S.
Commissioner in Valdez.

Are you talking about Mrs.
Harrais, the school teacher in
McCarthy?

Yes,
McCarthy wasn’t a nice rown.
Ob ... Yes.

My mother and dad and I bad
lived there so I bad little friends
dowen there. Mother would let me
go doten to vistt my friends and
stay the night, mother thought it
was fine because her mother was a
nice lady and they weren’t all bad.
She got criticized for it. So people
would say little things like, “Why
do they let ber daughter go down
to that places”. Mother felt there
were nice peaple everywhere and
you just had to bebave yourself
where you were. That was ber way,
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Watsjold, O,:  McCarthy was a “sin” town. None Watsjold, O.:
of the girls got to go to McCarthy.
“Off limits™... Reis:
Watsjold, O.:
Reis:
Watsjold, O.:

Voung gurl, name unknown.

Did you know Sig Wold?

Ob yes. [ talked to bim one time,
be called me up in Seattle.

He was plad when we came, of
course be was one of two people
we conld talk to because be knew
Norwegian. And be used to run
the taxi service in McCarthy and
be bad @ wood business, the ice
business.

Yes. He swas in Kennecott first but
that wasn’t enough for bim and I
don’t know how be made all bis
money, but be did, be became
quite wealthy, when be was in
Fairbanks,

Ob, ves. And be made it after be
left McCarthy. He did everything.
As a kid, I used to belp bim cut
wood and bawul ice, and baul the
honey buckets. We baul boney
buckets and dump it in McCarthy
Creek and then go an’ hose out the
truck and then we go to the ice
bouse and take the ice out of the
icehouse and put it on the same
truck and baul it and deliver it to



Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

—

the bars and the botel. It didn't
make any difference, people
washed it off after they got it, they
didn’t knotw it was in the boney
bucket swagon.

Ob, of course not!

Well, if you're getting on a subject
like that. When I first came to
McCarthy, we lived in back of
where the lodge is, we bad a log
cabin, and nearby was a big bouse,
as I remember it being big, the
girls, the “sports” as they called
them, lived there. And my mother,
as I say, was quiet ... well, she
came from a Norwegian home and
was quite religious, and one night
when daddy was working a man
came to the door and asked for
Diva Dale. And Mother was scared
to death, Diva Dale was one of the
girls. They bad different names ...
Shartly after that time, she bad
nothing to do with it, but all the
girls were moved down the line,
that was by McCarthy Creek, in
the houses down there. Well, I was
just a livtle kid and my dad said
"You are never to go dotwn there."

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O,:

! didn’t know why and finally I
asked my mother “why, what did
they do?” and with quick thinking,
my mother said “they sell white
mule.” Yon know that white mule
was the drink?

Yes, yes.

Well I'd seen men on the street
and I think they were drunk and 1
saw them stumbling and I'd get
across the street. They scared me
to death, I'd never go down there.
I was a big girl before I knew...

They sell sometbing besides white
mule!

Life down on McCarthy Creek
where the line was ... there were a
lot more houses than there is
noir...

Yes. Well, I've never been down
there.

I used to go to the post office for
the girls. And they ‘d give me a

dollar to run all the way up to the
post office, I think it was about 2
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Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

blocks ... When Ben Jackson had
the post office.

I don’t know if they were allowed
up to the dances, I never saw
them.

Not in Kennecott.

I mean in McCarthy.

Yes. There were some of them
there.

A dollar for a trip like that was a lot
of money in those days, wasn’t it?
1929 gr.,..

Yes. Reis:

In the '30s..and I got a dollar an
hour when | was belping Sadie.

Watsjold, O.:
Well, that was a good wage too.
Well, didn’t you go down and take
your baths, didn't you tell me that?
Well, we didn’t bave a bath at the Watsjold, N.:

botel and when I got so old I'd go
down to Blanche Schmuidt’s, she

was the madam, she bad a bath
tub, charged a dollar for batbhs.
‘Course she was a good fn'mzd ﬂf
our mother’s and she tell all the
girls that Oscar was off limits!

Kate Kennedy bad a botel up in
McCarthy but I just barely
remember ber,

Kate Kennedy and Mrs. Garrity,
she was a dress maker in

McCarthy, they were sisters and
then I came to Seward with ber.
Kate Kennedy moved to Seattle.

Is that the place across from
MeCarthy Lodge that Kate
Kennedy had ber botel.



Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

No. That was Ma Jobnson ... after
she got married,

I never knew Mrs. Jobnson was
Ma, I don’t remember ber first
name, of course I bad to call ber
Mrs. because 1 was a child, but she
had a lodge in Blackburn,

Yes, but then she bad a boarding
house in McCarthy.

Yes. It was a boarding house at
Blackburn. And I can tell you a
story, my mother told me. I was
four, I sang Norwegian, my mother
sang Norwegian songs to me and
she was sitting in the lobby of this
little boarding house. They wounld
take everything off the tables and
the men could come in and play
poker, I guess. And of course that
was off limits to me but I didn’t
realize it. Bt I left my mother and
went into this little room where
they were playing poker. They
were very nice to children, the men
were, this man lifted me and asked
me if I could sing and I said, “Ob,
yes.” So be put me up on a table
and I sang the few Norwegian

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

songs that 1 knew, and then they
passed a saucer for monecy and
they put it in a little bag. I ran out
to my motber and said “keep this,
I going to make some more.” She
was borvified! And she made me
2o to bed. That ended my singing
career! But I was just tiny and this
was fun. She told me that. She
didn’t like that for a long time then
finally she realized it was kind of
funny. But there were a lot of
Scandinavians there and there
were so many Jobnsons. There
was Washboard Jobnuson, Too
Much Johnson, Silent Jobnson, I
can’t remember any more now but
Washboard was the road beside
the railroad where the borses
woudd go. They would put logs
across so they could walk across
and that was where be got bis

name.

Oscar, as you think about that,
what was the population of
McCarthy?

Well, abowt 200 at that time, when

we got there in 1929, my dad got
there in 1928,
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Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:
Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Somewbere I read that in its
beyday it was about 500 or 600,
when I was there in about, in 1916-
17,

Ob, yeah. Then it was a booming
place. They badn't left yet after
the [Chisana] gold rush.

29 was the depression and 1930
they closed the mine, or 31,

It was closed for bow long?

I think it was 2 years,

They closed the mines in 1938.
I mean the first time,
[Inaudible].

Then they quit running the
ratlroad in the wintertime. Then
when they opened up again they
ran the railroad from April to
October,

Well, my dad had left then before
they closed. Came down to visit
mother and I in Seattle and then
be went up to the Bremner Mines.

Watsjold, O.:
Reis:
Watsjold. O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, L.

Ob, be was in Bremner?
Yes.
..Pete Ramer?

Pete Ramer and be bad a brother,
I don't remember his first name,

I don't either. I was looking
forward to seeing Bertrand
Crantz[?]. Do you remember, was
be a teacher there when you were
there?

Na.

He was a school teacher in
McCarthy ... er in Kennecott.

Peyton Ramer was Pete, we always
called bim Pete, Used to come and
see us in Seattle,

Lots of bears up there. Used 1o
be, I don't know about now,

Usually, they are seen every year
around now. I think last year one
or two bears stole somebody’s
lunch and swiped at somebody’s




Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

tent. Last year | was coming out

of our outhouse and one bad me,
be didn't have me trapped, really,
but | wasn't going to move, come
out of the outhouse until be left.

It was too close!

When we went to school in the
wintertime, [if] it gat below -5C we
could stay home, it was too cold, 1
could stay warm running bebind
[Sig Wold's truck). Some
mornings I left it was -60 in
McCarthy but it was always
warmer up in Kennecott because
the altitude was bigher.

And you know, the mines didn’t
get cold like that either, the mines
were way bigher |in elevation).
Well, 've seen it 60 and we bad a
door in our living room and you
couldn’t see the nails any other
time but when it got cold the nails
would show frost. And my dad
said that’s a good thermometer,
you know.

When I was chasing buckets we'd
call up there and say, “What'’s the
temperatures™. And sometimes

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Osear Watsjold e———

there would be thirty degrees
difference between the Bonanza
and the top of the mill.

Did you chase buckets?
Yes, for over a year.

Oscar was the shift boss over
Mayor George Sullivan.

I figured it out that I walked 5,000
and some miles chasing them
buckets before I got to be shift
boss. Just goes round and rownd
catch the bucket and dump it,
hook it back up...

Oscar, did you ever stay in those
bunk bouses up at the mines?

No, I never stayed in the upper
camp, I bad ta be down below
where the girls were. [ couldn't

stay up there on the top of the bill,

Some of those miners didn’t go
out of there for years,

Some of those miners stayed up
there for six manths, then they are
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Mrs. Letendre, Ole Jensen, Inger Jensen, Ingeborg Jensen,
Mrs. Anna Johnson, and Frank Johnson,
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“..there were a lot of Scandinavians there and
there were so many Jobnsons. There was
Washboard Jobnson, Too Much Jobnson, Silent
Jobnson, I can’t remember any more now but
washboard was the road beside the railroad
where the borses would go. They would put
logs across so they could walk across and that

was where be got bis name.”
MiLDRED ERICKSON REIS
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Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:
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going to go to Seartle, bad their
plane ticket and never made it out
of McCarthy. In about a weeks
time, back up the bill they went for
another six montbs.

My father said the fellows in
Kennecott, some of the men,
would get their paycheck and lose
it in a poker game right thexn.

Ob, yeab! Poker games in the
bunk house next to the store up
there ... what the beck was bis
name? ... Pete The Greek ... No it
wasn't Pete The Greek, but anyway
be won about $1500.00 that night.
Didn't have a bank, always talked
about going back to Greece—they
satd “put your money in a postal
savings bond.” He said “No, no,
$2,000.00, §2,000.00". Next night,
be lost it all.

My dad used to play cards in
Kennecott, the men would meet in
different homes and play
panguingue,

Ob, yeabt?

Keis:

Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:
Reis:
Watsjold, O.:
Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

They liked to play that,

It is something like 500 Rummy.

..Chick Nelson?

[ know Chick Nelson.

You knew Chick?

Yes,

Japanese coins|?] They'd be
camping with Japanese, They

must be cheap ... He always
seemed to come out alright.



Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

The Japanese liked to play. He was
a prospector. Pete Erickson,

A prospectar?

Yes. He used to work in Kennecott
as a might watchmen. When
summer would come, why be'd go
back out [to the creeks to

prospect].

Was that the one they called the
Swedish policeman? A big guy?

No, be wasn't too large. A very
trim man, Wore a Van Dyke beard,

Other than playing poker, what
ather kind of entertainment did
you bave?

At Kennecott?

Yes.

We bad a movie twice a week,
Sundays and Wednesdays. And 1
got to take the tickets, if you took
tickets, you got in free, otherwise
you bad to pay 10 cents. This was
Jine when I was a little givl, but

Interview with Mildred Ericksan Ress and Oscar Wasjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

when I came back up there and I
was 17 and one of the young men
asked me to go to the show with
bim. The ticket salesmen, said,
“Ob, is Mildred with you, well she
always pays 10 cents™. [ was so
embarrassed, I was grown up you
know.

What year was that that you came
backs

1928, But I did take tickets down
there, the adult fare was 35 cents.
And the funny thing about it, the
peculiar thing is, when you came
into the ball, all the seats on the
left were for the men, the other
side was for the families. 1 don’t
know if there was a law, well, there
wasn’t any law bur if a woman
came and didn't know and sat on
the men's side, they all whispered,
“Loak, she is sitting on the men's
side.”. Some of the men who
knew the families would sit on the
family side.

I sazwe my first “talkie" in
Kennecott,
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Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shawt h-:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:
Reis:
Watsinld, QO.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Did yous

Yes,

What was it called? Do you recall?
No.

Did you bave a lot of Charlie
McCarthy movies and Keystone
Cops?

Reis:
No. We bad the ... news first and
then we bad a ... I can remember,
Harold...

Harold Lloyd? Reis:
Yes.
Charlie Chaplin.

Charlie Chaplin and Harold Lloyd
and..,

Tom Mix,

Yes and Rudolph Valentino. He
was in the movie, be was in “The
Sheik”, I remember, That was
rather a risqué movie,

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, A.:

Wasn't be a talkie, Valentino?

He was later but this was before
that.

[Inaudible],

Well the stage was only put up at
Christmas time, for the school
children’s program, and every
child in school bad a part in it
And I was shy and it scared me to
death. I always bad a part in a
play and they always bad me sing.
So 1 bad 1o get up there on the
stage all alone and sing. I would
look out at my [atber, be always
bad a twinkle in bis eye, everything
I did be thought was wonderful,
but I could see in my mother’s
eyes that she was worried for me,
she knew bow bard it was. One



Watsjold, N.:

TAVE #1
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Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

time they bad me start in the back
and I was to sing as I went down
the aisle and then up on the stage,
then the others wonld join me. 1
bad no accompaniment, and 1
sworried all the time that I'd be ont
of key by the time I got there. But
it worked out I guess, My daughter
says, “You're not shy now.”

You get less shy as you get older,
don't you? 1 think it doesn’t
matter to you as much,

[Inaudible].

The one be is referring to is only a
one dog race, ‘cause be [Gene
Garrity] only bad one dog, So be
used to...

Did you bave regular sleds or what
did you use?

Yes. He bad a snow sled. He used
to deliver water after school, we
used to go down to the spring in
the wintertime and baul it out in

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold ———————

gallon buckets. He bad one dog
and go all through town and stop
at different places....and I did the
same thing only I used three dogs
bauling water, I delivered water to
Kate Kennedy and a couple other
people and to the store.

Somebody came up with the idea
that we should bave a race
between Garrity'’s dog and my dog.
But 1 bad a leader in my dog, be
was an old dog, be wasn’t very Jast,
so I started training one of the
other dogs. I start up the bill
across McCarthy Creek at the
airport and come down and run
through that town and down to the
depot. Well that dog I was trying
to run, be’d come down the bill
fine and when be bit Jack O'Neill’s
store be'd bead for home. Every
time for a couple of weeks, be did
that, I took some meat scraps out
of the store and put it in a can
down at the depot and I come
down the bill and when we got to
Jack O'Neill’s store I jump off and
I bad a rope on bis collar and let
bim pass that intersection and we
went down to the depot and 1'd
feed bim some scraps out of his
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can. And 1 did that every day until
the day before the race, be still
turned for bome. Had to lead bim
away. So the morning of the race,
it was on a Sunday, I got up carly
in the morning before daylight,
that dog went straight on through
town right...beading for that can of
meat down at the depot. ... A lot
af people came down from
Kennecott for the race, the race
was on, and the bets were on and |
told my dad, “...one bet, 'm going
to win this race”. So we start off
together, me and Garrity, but be
was abead of me coming up the
bill from the old power plant, 1
was just waiting for my dog to
bead [or bome when we got past ...
we got right to Main Street and just
as be got almost through Main
Street, Garrity, bis dog was abead,
his dog ran into the car. He bad
one of bis customers watch the
dog when they go in there and
stop. | just went on through town,
right an down to the depot and fed
my dog the scraps that were there
and went bome and won the race.
Oh, we bad lots of fun as kids.

Watsjold, N:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N:

Sa Gene Garrity is a nephew of
Kate Kennedy's?

Yes,

Really bad to make up your own
entertainment, didn’t yous

Ob yes.

And didn’t you have baseball
games between McCarthy and
Kennecott?

Ob, yes.
Yes, there was a rivalry.

They [McCarthy] tmported a
pitcher from someplace else on the
Ath of July, that was the big game.
We played in McCarthy, ... you bad
all the booze and stuff and you
didn't bave fun at Kennecott like
you could at McCarthy. And then
[we'd] build fires and that wonld
keep the mosquatoes away and
bave a ball game.

Yes, who was it that imported the
pitcher, was it McCarthys



Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

McCarthy. .... like ... Snyder and
some of those that knew

somebody that was a good pitcher

and import bim from someplace.
So they'd bring in a “ringer” bubs

Yes. ‘Course, everybody knew
about it. ‘Cause all the people in
McCarthy was older people any
where from 60 to 12, I think my
brother was the youngest one on
the team, be was about 12, and the
oldest one was about 60. All the
young fellows came from
Kennecott, they were younger
fellozws.

You know, the ball up at Kennecott
bas a basketball court painted on
it, on the floor, did you bhave
basketball games too?

No. Never beard of any.

Not when I was there ¢ither.

I guess they might bave
scrimmaged up there but ... We

didn’t bave any basketball games
tn McCartby, I know,

Inrerview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.;

I don’t remember any in
Kennecort at all.

Maybe that was painted on later or
something.

Yes. The women, for a while bad
a, in Kennecott, bad an athleric
club going and one of the men,
Carl Stattel, led them in exercises
and coached volleyball.

Didn't they bave tennis courts up
above?

Ob yes. We bad the tennis courts
and that is where I spent half of
my life when I was up there, Take
my lunch and go up there and play
tennis. But we bad bockey games.
And one time they brought two
men [to work for Kennecott], their
name was Caobb, they were
brothers, and they were very good

‘hockey plavers for Kennecott,

wuand then we kids woudd try o
play too, I didn’t bave bockey
skates, I bad figure skates.

Well they built a skating rink where
the baseball freld was, Right

across from the school.

201



—_— KE".\‘E-. KIt] Ki] i

—

Standing, left to right: Mr. Dennis, Mr. Davis, Mr. McCord, Dr. Vista, Mr. Schulze,
Mr. Lommel, Mr, Bruers(’). Front row, left Lo right: Mr. Singers, Mr, Brunelie and
Inger Jensen, Vic Vickery and Ole Jensen, Mr. Lyons, and Chris _Jensen.



Reis:

I knew the man that started that,
Joe Gmunder. He was a Swiss, and
be said be knew bow to make an
ice rink and be went to the office
and asked if they would let bim
build a rink there and they said
“well if he knew hotw, they would
give bim the yard gang to belp,”
and they made this rink. He
showed them bow to pack the
snow down and then they used
boiling water to put on because
cold water would freeze before it
bit the ice ... So they bad this
beautiful rink wp there, as nice as
the ane in Seattle,.. where we bad
all our bockey games and, you can
ask any of our friends from
Kennecott who were out there all
the time were kids, recess, for 15
minutes back in, you know. At
night they bad the lights around
the rink and once a year they bad a
carnival. Everybody dressed in
costumes, and I think one time, it
was about -25 but that didn't
matter. They made a three-sided
bwilding by the rink, and they
brought the piano in from the ball
and the .... orchestra would play.
So we bad music. That orchestra

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

o Wsed to practice at our house.
« Five pieces..[?] We buad a really
nice time.

I know Inger [Jensen) said she
would have liked to have went to
Kennecott and raised a family
there.

Yes, but Kennecott ... left.

What was your home like,
electricity and flush toilets¢

We bad electricity in all of the
bouses but only the houses
beyond the store and np on the bill
[had flush toilets|, seemed 1o be a
pipeline there that provided it.
And that'’s the only ones that bad
the bathrooms. We did not. In our
bause the npstairs was cold and
my dad put a pipe in our living
room stove and put a tank wupstairs
so then it was warm upstairs too
and we bad bot water.

They must bave bad, somewbere,

sewer lines or ... some of them bad
bot and cold running water.
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Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N:

Reis:

Watsjold, N:

Yes, but that was on the other side,
vight up from the new bunkbouse
and up beyond that to the north
was where the bathrooms were.

They must bave run that later
then.

They might bave, after I left.

Some of them by the one-room
schoolbouse bave toilets in them
and bad beat in them.

We bad a nice stove, The stove
was pretty, it was in onr living
room. When I studied, did my
homework, I pulled a piano bench
up and sat down on a footstool,
That was my desk, 1 kept warm
and studied there.

Did you knosw that Eleanor and
ber sister are going to stay i the
same bouse they lived in McCarthy
when they were kidssé

Are they really?

Yes. They bave permission from
whoever owns it notw. And she

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

says she basn’t been back m it in
all that time.

Her bouse was down by the store.

Right across the streel.

R. L. H. Marshall. Robert Lewis
Henry Marshall.

I can remember when Judy was
ready to go to the bospital about
2:00 am ... came banging on the
door. I needed some fresh dogs, 1
Just came back from Kennecort,
and Mrs. Tjosevig is about to have
ber baby so we went out and got
some dogs, my harness and
hooked wup to him and got him and
put ber in the basket at 2:00 am, it
was cold again. | don’t know how
cold it was but it was cold. We
took them up to the hospital and it

was born the next morning.

Take them from McCartby to
Kennecotr?

Yes.

That was a pretty active bospital,



Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Yeah, It was the only one between
bere and Cordova.

My mother became ill in Nizina,
They bundled ber up on a double-
ender. I don’t knose what time of
the year it was - it must bave been
when it was frozen because they
took her to McCarthy and they
took ber by train to Kennecort.

What 1s a dowuble-ender?

It is a sled, there's one by your
museum, there's a picture of one
v The sled bas runners that go up
on either end.

I saw ... People used it with borses,

Yes. At that time, my dad took me
to a little roadbouse that was up
beyond Nizina and fixed up a bag,
or big bandanna bandkerchief ...
same of my clothes in it, put a
stick on that and be said, “nosw,
you're a tramp®. And then be put
me on the back of s bhorse and
we rode up 1o a roadbouse, He
was doing this to get my mind off
my maother, I think. Anyway, |

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Warsjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

didn’t worry about ber, I was np
there, I was a tramp! I was tiny
then, of conrse.

What do you remember, if
anything, about the dairy.

Well, the dairy was in back of the
private mess, in that building. 1
knew Mrs. Jobnson, Frank
Jobnson’s motber, ... she was
Finnish. She took care of 1t.

When the milk came from the barn
she pastewrized it and put it into

the bottles. That is all 1 knosw of
i,

You said, “in back of the private
mess?”

Yes.
Where was that at?

You know where the assay office
was?

Yes.

It is right next door. It's a long
building. The end of that building
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Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.;

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Kinnecorr Kus

was the private mess and the staff

ate there. And the upstairs of that

was called the annex. That was an

averflow for the men that lived in Reis:
the staff bouse.

Then they built the barn because
the barn...

No, the barn was way doun
there...

Well, on the way to McCarthy ...
down the road.

The barn is the one down there by
the one-room schoolbhouse.

Yes. They took the milk up to this
place and my dad lived in the
annex when we were in Seattle and
he was up there,

When they closed the mines down Reis:
in '31 or 32 ... they got rid of the

cows, my dad got one of the cows

in McCarthy. It was my job to take

care of the cow and milk it. What

a chore, chasing that cow all over

McCarthy. Every time you wanted

to milk it was gone someplace.

Watsjold, N:

You didn't know where it was, it
didn't bear the bell.

We bad the cows, 5 of them in
Kennecott, Louis Eldershope was
the barn man. When we were little
kids, Frank Jobnson and I, be told
us to go up and get the cows, they
would be np back of the mill
someplace, "you drive ‘em home.”
Then be says, “don't let them run,
you let them run, the milk will be
sour,” They bad one silly cow that
was running all the time and we
were just horrified, we didn't know
what ta do. We were just sure ...
the milk would be sour. [Later, we
realized he was just having fun
with us.]

Depends on what they eat, doesn’t
ir?

I don’t know. I don’t know
anything about it. He would let us
milk the cows, be showed us bow,
when be was through milking,
there would be a little left, because
be always bad cats in the bayloft
upstairs. Mice would come in, and
the cats would get them. So we got
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Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

made with a friend that be could Reis:
get the bull with one shot, The
men who were back of the ball
sawing wood ran up the logs to be
out of Jerry's way if Mr. Osborn
missed. I didn't witness this as my
mother called me into the bouse. Reis:
Carl Stattel got a pole to swing at

Jerry but it seasn’t needed,

Watsjold, O.:

Did they cut down « lot of those
trees on the billsides

No. They were gone when I came
there. Pete Brenwick in McCarthy
and Mrs. Brenwick and their son,
Leanard. They went down past
Iverson’s for the logs. They
supplied Kennecott with wood for
stosies, Shaw, A.:
Doton towards Blackburn, on the

way up towards McCarthy, along

the old ratlroad bed as you head

towards Kennecott, on the left Reis:
there is a big rock dike like - a wall

built - but it was large. Like

somebody bad built a rock fence.

Do you know anything about thats?

No, I don’t. There was a bridge
between Blackburn and the
ratlroad,

I don’t remember that,

I remember a bridge there and
whoever had the lodge there, bad
liquor of course, and there was all
kinds of liguor bottles thrown off
this bridge. That’s bow come |
can remember it theve, A little
fartber toward McCarthy there was
a place that was all sandy and it
had ditches in there, I don't know
what the ditches were for, Idon't
think they buried their garbage in
those days.

The big rock wall. Nobody seems
to know what it was there for. It

could bave been stored there for

the rock crusher,

Down by Blackburn and just a
little ways off in woods there, 1
don’t know why I was theve b 1
was everyplace, and 1 found a
grave, with a little picket fence
around it. Puve often thought,
“Who was thati “Maybe some
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Interview with Mildred Enickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

“...the train would come by
when we were sitting in our
desks (at school) and we
always felt that we were
mowving and the train was
standing still. (The school) was right on the
track...”

M oreD EricesonN Res
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Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:
Shﬂ‘h A

Watsjold, O.:

I used to go on the back of Mr.
Tverson’s borse, bold on to bis
suspenders.

No wonder you loved it sa much,
Sounds like yon were very
pampered.

I was never told not to do things, 1
think that was it. My parents did
not go for spanking children. My
Jatber, or they were both with me
sometimes, he would say “you
know, you need a good licking,”
but I never got one. But I burt bis
feelings and that was enough......

Did you pick a lot of berries?

Yep!
Berries and make jams...

There was a big berry patch right
across the Kennicott River. On the
billside up to 4th of July Pass [9
miles west of Kennecott] was 2
good raspberry patch. [ust before
you got to Green Butte, there was a
beautiful currant patch. Bigger
curvants than you'd ever see....

There was a currant patch up by
the old detention camp. Right up
in there. And there was
raspberries back of Iverson’s
farm. And strawberries in
Cordova. We never ate them but
they were good eating, the
mossberries, they were
everywhere. Remember the little
black mossberriess Youw'd sit down
anywhere and you were covered
with mossberry

stains,

I don't know where you got
blueberries but you got
cranberries on the way to
Kennecott along the ratlroad track.



Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

Watsjold, O.:

There were blueberries beyond the
mill, by the tennis court.

Did you do a lot of canning?

No. Jelly, jam, my mother made
but we didn’t bave any big fruit to

can...

When we were in McCarthy and
Kennecott last, people let us go
into the old store building and
look around. And, Oscar, there is
a trap door where they used to
keep their eggs and butter and
everything, it was still there, you
raise it up in the floor, in the main
part, It was really interesting they
had some kind of school going,
college. [?]

Cold storage?
They do [the school] every year.

Until the mine opened up for the
second time, the railroad didn’t
run in the winter. So we'd get all
onr eggs and all our supplies in in
October so we ... that place, it
staved about 40 degrees all the

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold ———

Watsjold, N.:

Shaw, L.:

Watsjold, N.:

time, ... 40 cases of eggs down
there. And they got a little ripe by
February or March. Every week 1
bad to go down there and turn the
case of eggs over so the yolks were
in the center on one end.

When we went to McCarthy in the
'70s, going into the store building
there was a runner that went up
the stairway, with a rug that
matched, down below, that was
still there, and they bad brought
this from Norway, Oscar’s mom
and dad, when they came in 1929.
And it was still there and it was still
in good condition at that time.

Do you know what ever bappened
to it?

No, it was gone the next time we
were there and there was still a
band lettered sign, vegetables or
eggs or something, that said how
much a pound. And it was band
written, and it was still in the store.
And we would bave loved to have
bad that but we didn’t bother
anything. But it was gone the next
time,
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Watsjold, N.:

Shaw, L.:

Shaw, A.;

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

KexnrcorT Kms

Yes. There was a lot ... abonut the
mid-"70s...

Pilfering.
I think so.

A lot of stuf] was taken out in the
late '60s... We've been told that
there are actually big vans sitting
around just full of things stored,
that people went in and took.

Yes. There is supposedly some
one in Chitina who bas a big van
load of things and they want
$25,000 for it.

They left all their cars and
furniture when they left in 1938.

Ileft a 1917 Model T, a 1922 Chevy
sedan, 1925 Model T pickup. Left
them sitting there when we left.

Left them sitting in the center of
McCarthy, bubs

Yeab. Then, later on an old car
collector ... and they threw them all
out of there, Euer been into

Watsjold, N.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Alaska Sales and Service? Well,
they've got a Chevy coupe sitting
up there on display. That used to
belong to Ben Jackson, be used to
bave a drug store in McCarthy.
And us kids wsed to go there all
the time. And it was throwon ont of
there then,

And it was be, [Ben Jackson] who
got Oscar'’s dad to come from
Norway. Then be married
Eleanor’s motber later, in ber later
years. Ben Jackson.

I remember Ben Jackson.

Yeah, He came up there when it
started, be started bis drug store
and be bad tents then, for the store
ar whatever,

The old car that stll sits by the
store, in McCarthy, by the
hardware store, is the one that
Uncle Ben used to drive.

No, no, no. That'’s the one that
Bill Berry made. He took the
pieces out of and made a frame
out of wood, put the Model T
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Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:
Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

KenstoorT Kis

marks on it. It was sitting there
last time I was up there,

What bappened to Bill Berry, 1
mean, dfter be left there?

I guess be died. | don't know bow
be kept bis feet warm because be
went winter and summer in tennis
shoes. Never wore shaepacs or

mukluks.
Did you know Shorty Guinns
You betcha,

He bad a place over by the Nizina
River. He never fastened bis
shoepacs, they were always
flopping open. He took mother
and I up to Nizina one time, when
we were in McCarthy, and we were
going with the sled dogs, I don’t
know if be didn’t have the sled
right or what but we went down
the bill ltke this. We didn't get
burt, there was a lot of snow on
us, what a messl.. And then there
was Pink Whiskers, do yon
remember Pink Whiskers?

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

No.

He made this “white mule”. He
bad a sull somewbhere, and be
wounld come to town, and nobody
locked their doors there, but when
be came to town they all locked
their doors, I don’t know why. But
anyway be bad a red beard so they
called bim “Pink Whiskers". Then
I was up there one time and talked
to Molly McDonald, it was
probably ... Gilmore [Molly’s
married name] ... and ber busband
satd “you know, we found the old
still that Pink Whiskers bad.”
Copper kettle ... don’t know where
it was...

Most of them are gone now.
Yes. Marian died last... I don'r
know about Verna, but I know all

of the vthers are gone.

Were these all people who were omt
in McCarthy?

Yes.
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Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Where did you say that good
currant patch was on the other
side of the glacier?

Currants, no. The currants was up
toswards Green Butte. You can't
get to it now. Just before you got
to the Green Butte lower camp.

Is that the mine that Eleanor
[Tjosevig] and ber sister [Stella]
still own?

Yeab. They have their mine
Jurther up the creck. They wsed to
live in that cabin there, Green
Burte.

There was a place called Horse
Camp when I lived there, it was up
that same sway. I don't know why
borses - the borses would get there
w maybe it was from that lower
Motker Lode.

Well I guess the easy way now if
you going to walk to Green Butte is
to go up to Kennecott and go over
the pass and down the other side.

Do you know Lloyd Green [?], out
theres

Watsjold, O.:
Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

No,

Lloyd’s been ont there now for
about thirty years. He stays in a
cabin in the wintertime about 13
miles up McCarthy Creek. By the
Green Butte Mine up there. He
actually mines back in there. He
has a little plane that’s got a
snowmobile engine in it.

Oh! He’s got one of thase ultra-
lights bub?

Yeabh.

Do yor know somebody up there
named Spearsteads

John Spearstead? He's at
Anchorage,

I think 've beard that name but |
don't know.

- Children, in a way...I was down
on the Fourth of July [Creek, 7
miles northwest of McCarthy] one
time and Marian, my little friend
down there, bad a bicycle. And |
knew bow to ride becanse I bad

[nterview with Mildred Enickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold ——
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ridden in Kennecott. I was going
down Front Street there |in
McCarthy] and of course, all the
men were down from the mines
and [ bit a little rock or something
and went sailing over the
bandlebars. | was so afraid I hurt
the bicycle. This older gentleman
came over and asked me if I was
burt, 1 said, "no.” He said “well
your bicycle is alright” and said
“it’s not mine, I don't have one.”
He said, “ob, vou don't bave one?
You'll bave one next year.” [
didn’t pay any attention to that.
The next year I got a letter from
the mine with $15.00 in it. It said
“this is for the freight on your
bicycle™ at the post office. I ran
over to the post office and it was
there. A beantiful big red bicycle!
His name was Stepben Veach, be
worked up at the mine. ... When I
went to boarding school my
parents sold it to somebody. The
men liked to do things for the
children. I remember the bardest
part of that was I bad to write a
stce letter to thank bim. Thait seas
the bardest thing, for a little kid.
But I did 1.

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:
Watsjold, N.:
Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:
Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Da you live in Anchorage nows
Seward.

Since 1939,

From bere to there, bub?

Almost, First came to school there
in 31, in Sexward, '30-'31....Stuge
from Valdez to Fairbanks in the

early days.

Horses pull the stage?
Yeab, borses.

This is Bill Cameron, you are
talking abont?

Bill Cameron’s dad.

Were there many cars in the '30s
bere in Alaskas

Ob yeab. Not like there is now,
but there was quite a few.,
McCarthy bad quite a few and no
place to go but to Kennecott and
Nizina River and Dan Creek,



Shaw, A.;

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Was there bridge access toe Dan
Creek?

Ob yeah! Across the Nizina River.
Bridges there, a lot of it, not all of
it, is still there.

One end of that bridge fell dozen.

Probably an the far end, middle to
the end. That was all pilings. We
used it cvery July, we move the
camp off the river, Used to be a
camp on the Nizina River bar.
We'd move the camp up to May
Creek because that pothole would
break on the Nizina and flood
where the camp was and it wonld
take ont part of the bridge.
Regular sparkler(?] every year it
went out in the first part of July.

When 1 first came to Alaska and
my father was going to go to
Nizina to work, we had to go up in
a pack train of borses and my
mather and I, my mother beld me
in front of ber in the saddle, I bad
a teddy bear and I tied that to the
pommel of the saddle. That's the
way we went to Nizina. We got to

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

the river and there was no bridge,
we bad to cross by borseback,
Some of it the borses bad to swim.
We ended up a mile down from
where the crossing was, I don’t
remember much abour it
maother has never forgotten that
ride. I lost my teddy bear, 1 know,
that was pretty sad.

Well, it wsed to be, it was Harold
Boylan, Tom Miller, and Pete
Brenwick, they all bad pack trains
of 20-24 borses. They took off
from McCarthy, and up the White
River and all that took these
bunting parties, Good old
fashioned bunting parties, not like
they have now, fly-in. You went
with borses, took you three, four
weeks before you got back from
that hunt.

Bill Slimpert.

Bill Slimpert, 1 didn’t think be bad
bis own borses, He belped. T think
be was with Harold Boylan. Bill ...
be bad an old dog and the dog
always liked to ride on the running
bourd of the car. One day, be was
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Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

riding from the depot up to the
store and the dog was sitting on
the running board. The dog fell
off and went under the back
wheel. He was so upset, but it
didn't burt the dog, he limped a
little bit but that is all. So..one
time I was going Outside and 1
bad this one dog left and I left it
with Bill..be said be'd take care of
it for me and I could have it in the
spring. That dog wounld do
anything. My best leader I ever
bad. Next spring I come back
from Seattle, be said “you can’t
bave that dog back, that's my dog
now". He got so attached to it and
I said “well, okay.” A couple years
later, they found the dog but they
didn’t find him, They figured he
tried to cross the river someplace
but didn’t make it. The dog, they
found him.

In the olden times they ... go up to
bunt gold, to prospect. Maybe one
would come back.....you never

knew.

And they didn’t investigate
thoroughly.

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N:

Reis:

5’13"0?. A

When Bill Slimpert disappeared,

he was alone at the time....

.. When these guys disappeared ...
they never knew what bappened?

e You didn’t even know where
they were going, these prospectors
they never told you where they
were going prospecting,

When the two prospectors would
go up, and one would disappear,
nobody investigated, they just took
bis word, the man bad fallen in
and if you fall in these rivers, you
done. Strange things,

Did you go to Robert Service’s
cabin when you were in Dawson
City?

Yes. There was Dawson Creek in
British Columbia and Dawson City
up bere.

In the sitnation where somebody
disappeared, was there a lot of
gossip ... speculation?



Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

They didn’t bave belicapters to go
looking for them like they bave
now.

Just like the people in airplanes
that disappear, they can’t find
them, they don’t know swhere they
are. Later on they may find the
remains by the plane, or maybe the
bears bad drug them away.

Did they bave much acttvity with
airplanes out there, ‘cause they
bad an airport?

McCarthy? Ob you betchal
Atrplanes were there every day all
the time. Harold Gillam was in
and out of there. [ learned to fly
in McCarthy, I used to baul
freight and stuff from McCarthy to
the airport, up and down. Took
the Model T or the dog team,
whatever. And instead of paying
me they gave me flying lessons,
Jobn Clause(?] was the one who
taught me bow to [ly. He was
flying with... Airlines, then be
moved up to Deeringl?).

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold ———
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Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, O.:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.

Well, they sure bave a nice airport
out there. Nice long runway.

Where, in McCartby? Yes, but at
that time they were using the one
on top of the bill.

Yes. Sourdongh Hill,

They didn’t bave the one in
McCarthy where it is now.

Where was itd

On top of the bill, across
McCarthy Creck. That's where the
airport was when we lived there.

I went on that, the rocks were
flying in all directions.

They didn't start building thut one
in McCarthy down below until
they started bijacking that ore out
of Kennecort, flying it ont of
there. What was bis name?

Mud Hale.

Mudbale [Smith), Did yon ever
bear of Mudbole? He's the one
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Mrs. O'Neull, Tommy O"Neill, and James O'Neull at the McCarthy
runway.
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Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

who started the lodge in McCarthy
years ago. Started that lodge in
McCarthy. [ think be was the [irst
ane....

Yeah, McCarthy Lodge twas
sometbing else before it became a
lodge, wasn’t it? A store or
something, a dentist?

You mean the regular lodge there.
That was [).P.] Hubrick’s store,
and be bad a pbotograpby studio
‘canse I bave a picture that was
taken there. Cap Hubrick. He
lived across from the depot ...
railroad ... be bad Airedale dogs
which be used to take out for bear
bunting.

I bet bis family must have a bunch
of pictures,

Probably, It was so many years
ago, be died in the 30s. Wha
knows where they are now.

Maybe they're upstairs in the lodge
where someane said the picture of
my mother and I was...

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold
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Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

[Inaudible).

There was one in the lodge, 1 saw
it there when., [inaudible]

Have you read the littde bistory
beside the picturest

No, 1 baven’t, but what I did do, a
few years ago, a lady in Langley,
she taught at the university, and
she thought we should and write
our lives so they wounld bave them
for our grandchildren. I joined ber
class, She didn’t tell us bow to
write becanse it bad to be in our
own words. We were to remember
the way they dressed and the way
they did things, it would be
interesting, So I took this course
and bad two big notebooks
crammed [ull but | never bad it
typed up. So I was going to bave it
ready before | came up bere but 1
didn’t get around to it. My
danghter-in-law called me one day
and said “you want me to type up
your notes?”™ | said “if you want
to, it's quite a chore”. Then she
said my son wounld take it to where
he waorks and they wonld run it off
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and make me a book out of it. So

when I get that, you'll bave to
remember that I was a child when
all this bappened to me, so it won’t
be anything ... It's just my
memories. So I bope it will be
interesting.

Particularly, if your children want
those pictures...

Yes. I thought I'd have copies of
them and put them in the book for
them. | was invited by a girl that
knesw, this lady that lived in
Cordova, ber name was Mrs.
Breedman. And she bad been a
teacher up there in the '30s, she's
in ber 80s now. She said *1 know
this lady and I know she'd love to
talk to you.” So I went to ber
howse one day, we bad quite a nice
talk and she gave me a book of ber
adventures in Alaska.

SIDE AR CAS ATONTINUATION OF THECAR INTERVIEW)

Reis:

This 1s Clarence Breedman ...
Margaret Breedman. She and ber

Shaw, A.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Watsjold, N.:

Watsjold, O.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

busband lived and worked and
were long time residents in
Cordova and Chitina-later in
Fairbanbks.

So we'll have to get in touch with
you to see...Getting some of that
information..,

Yeab. ..Nelson ... Big city...

Ob, I remember something abow
that.

Whao did you say ... Breedman and
O.A. Nelson?

Yeabh ... store in Kennecott...

Was it the Nelson that bad 2 sons?
And the elder one died. The
younger one was « doctor. Philip
was the younger one, Adrian|?]
and Philip. She used 1o come to
Kennecoll to visii,

Between Chitina and McCarthy
there seems to be same railroad
roadbouses ... or I don't know if
they swere stops or stations ... what
were those? We'll see them on the
way oul.
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I think those were section bouses.

Yes. They served as section
bouses.

The crew would stay there?
Yeab.

There's @ number of those around,
I've never known the bistory of
them.

[Inaudible). Whar was it foré
v lurning the engines around.

Turn the engines around in
McCarthy.

Was that a building they bad ...
turntables

Yeah. No building now, just the
turntable is there.

The turntable is still there across
from the museum.

They bad a section bouse down
there, they didn't bave one in
Kennecolt...

Interview with Mildred Enckson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Rers:

How many people were up there in
Kennecotr?

600 men, | would say, and about
200-300 in Kennecott itself. [The
others were up at the mines.] And
there were thirty [amilies.

That’s an awful lot, isn’t it?

It was a big place. $1,000,000.00 of
ore went out esery month,

How muché

Million. About nine carloads of
are went ont every day, they
stacked them on the flatcars ...
gondolas ... they always put them
on neatly. One of my friends was
.. Mike the Ore Sacker. Id go
thraugh the sacking shed at the
foot of the bill and be bad a cres
of men there and they'd stand up
an the boxcars, flatcars, and hold
the sacks up to catch the crushed
ore, sew up the sacks and put
them on the car. That was their
job. I always stopped to talk to
Mike. [He was the foreman - his
full name was Mike Kallas.)
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Weighed abowt 140 lbs. a sack. I
helped stack them up,

That’s a lot of weight, you niist've
gotten pretty strong doing that.

When the mine opened up the
second time they didn't run in the
wintertime so we loaded all the
cars they bad and put it on the
siding and the rest was stacked up
in the yard. Several million dollars
worth of ore sitting in the yard
when, spring came they bauled it
back out.

When you were there as a bucket
chaser, were there three shifts
thens

Two. Sometimes they only worked
one shift off the Jumbo Tram, two
off the Bonanza, Mother Lode,
whatever you want to call them.

The men used to ride on the
trams, buckets, to go to the mines.
But the women were not allowed
to. They bad to bave permission
from the office to go up there. So
my mother and I went up with «

nurse and ber friend, one time, to
Jumbo Mine. 1 was used to biking,
I was doing fine and got part way
up and I got a little faint. So they
made me lay down and 1 passed
ont. Then I'd get up, be fine and
go a little farther, I got to the last
part, we really bad to climb up,
one of the engineers came up, 1
guess, and picked me up. I dow’t
cven remember it. [ ended up a1
the ... Jumbo Mine, But then I was
alright again. It was the altitude.
Then they took us all through the
mine, it was way down, { don’t
know bow many feet they were,
real deep. Beautiful in the mine.
They bad those little locomotives
in the mine. When they wounld
come by you'd have to push back
against the siding because they
swould take up so much space, they
were electric, on tracks. Then we
went down on one of the skips,
they bold nine men, 3 lay beside
each other, then 3 and then 3. You
couldn’t sit up or you'd bit your
head. Had no idea, how fast, it
was just pitch black, kind of scary.
Then we bad our lunch with the
miners in the undergroind
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lunchroom. It was kind of nice,
They were very quict, I guess they
weren’t used to women being
there,

I suppase there is still a lot of
copper there.

I think there is, Two young men
were making something and
wanted bigh grade ore. They were
not allowed to go in the mine ...
but they did, they took some
dynamite. They were killed....

INTERVIEW TAKING PLACE IN THE ONE-
ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

Mildred, see are looking at your
public school cards and it looks
like you started in 2nd grade bere
in the one-room schoolbouse at
Kennecott in 1919. Your teacher at
that time wwas I don't see ber
signature on bere.

I believe it is Mary Waddle.

And yon were still in this one-room
schoolbouse 1n 1920, 21,

Reis:
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Shaw, A.:
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Shaw, A

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Wassjold ———

Well, I went through the 4th grade
when Virilda Jacobs was the
teacher. This is 5th grade.

In 5th grade you swent where?

To the new schoolbouse.

The two-room?

Yes,

That was in 1922, Here's 6th and
that was 1923-24. This one bas to
be the 5th grade, right bere,
Mildred.

Yes.

1922-23,

That’s right becanse | was
promoted to 6th.

Did you go to school bere, in 5th
grade?

No.

So your last grade bere was 1921-
22¢
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Yes. Then this one is.7th grade..
And thats, I don’t know ber first
name, A. Ulleland.

The last year this school was used
was 1921-227

Yes.

Then they used the two-room
schoolbouse after that?

Yes. We moved there. This is
when I was in bigh school. But I
didn’t go bere. You see, I had my
studies at recess, and at noon and
at recess in the afternoon, and
then after school. Because, that
way I didn’t conflict with others.
This was Mrs. Harrais, and I swas
tested to tenth. Then I went to
Seattle,

You were out of the school. Let
me get a light bere, I want to show
you, I think your name is still in
the closet. It is something 1
wanted you to come and look at.

1 think those tests like that we bad
were a good thing. The school
district knew what we were doing

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Warsjold

Shaw, L.:

Shaw, A.:
Reis:
Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:
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Reis:

Shaw, A.:
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and I think that they should do
them again.

Using the flashlight or do you want
this?

No. Let me use a flasblight too.
I wonder why it’s down bere.

See that, ..Chester..

Yes, that's Chester and they must
bave bad them wp bere with
something to bang...

No. You can see there’s boles
where there were books but there

were no books bere when we got i,

Maybe that’s what that was far,
hooks.

Just a minute, can yon read that?
That’s Frank Jobnson.

Frank Jobnson, did yox know bim?
Yes.
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He was in your Sth grade class,
your last class bere?

I can’t remember. But who s this?
Eleanor. I don't remember an
Eleanor but there was one family
bere a very sbort time, it might
bave been one of them. Dolly
Lioyd.

Do you know this person right
bere.

Yes, that’s Mildred and Kenneth,
That was one of the Padgetts.

Is that your name right there?

Yes. Must bave been something
we bad to hang up. Were there
other books here, taller ones?

No. Well, I don’t know, these
shelves were bere. We bavent
done anytking to change these but
there are book holes right there,
Like somebody bad taken them
ont.

Because they are down so low, it
was when we were smaller, Frank

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Jobnson was two or three years
younger than I.

I don’t knoswe what the larger kids
might bave done. Those books are
ones that we put in up there,

There were kids second year of
bigh school bere then.

That is ber name in there.

Is that you in there Mildredé Was
there a nail there to bang...

Well, we found little nail holes.
There was something we bung,
maybe some of our school work
that the teacher wanted us to keep
separate or something,

The lust year she went to school
bere svas in her 4th grade, that was
1921-22 and that was the last year
this school was used. Then they
moved into the two-room
schoolbouse.

That [two-room) school svas
apparently a bunk house at one
time, then they took everytbing out
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down there, and why should they
when they bad the [acilities to put
it up bere and move it and bave
the building, which belonged to
them because Blackburn was a
railroad town for the railroad
peaple who took care of the
CRNWRR. So it was their
building.

How many students were in bere
at a time?

I don’t remember bow many swere
in bere, but when twe were in the
other school it always seemed to be
six in each room. So it must bave
been about the same. Two wonld
maove out and tswo little ones would
move in, it just worked owut that

way. We always seemed to bave 12
children.

It was all grades, wasn't it? Right
up through 12th.

Yes. Ist through 12th. I was just
looking up bere at the lodge and |
saw a little thing they bad written
in for a schoolteacher, they said
“Miss Brawon, you must be here by

Shaw, L.:

Reis:
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Reis:

Shaw, L.:

Shaw, A.:
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the 5th of Sept.” and it said “be
sure you bave a certificate for
Palmer Method of Writing]?).”

Ob is that right!

I thought that was kind of ... I
don't know if you remember it but
you held your band stff and
worked this way, this is the way
you wrote. You bad to do this

every day for so long. And I never
did learn to write that way.

As you can see we put a bedroom
upstairs so that belps. Lynda
wanted to make sure we left it
intact inside bere, not build any
walls or anything, divide it up.

You painted it white.

No, it was painted wbhite, we just
put some undercoat.

It was painted dotwn to the
blackboards.

I don’t know what was bere but
the blackboards |were| up there.
Bt a lot of us kids used to bave to
take the ... pound the erasers,
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Somebody bas the chalkboards. It
wonld be nice if we could get them
back. But we don’t know who it is.

You were saving there was only one
stove in here?

Yes.

This end or that end?

Right bere.

There is a stack bere.

Did it face that way?

Yes., The bead row of desks were
bere ... stove back bere. The
younger ones sat here, then high
school..

Over by the wall.

I think the desks were smaller,

So you faced the south which we
call the back of the schoolbouse.

The teacher was always cold and
the bigger boys kepr this fired up.

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold ————
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What did they burn in it, wood?

Yes. They bad coal bere too, cause
there is a coal bin up bere, but
maostly wood. We always burned
wood. I think you had a choice.

Our stove is pretty efficient so we
are kind of toasty in bere. [ can
imagine in the winter, it wonldn't...

Well the big boys bad to be busy.

[Gretchen Schneeberger, a local
resident, enters the conversation].
Insulation...

It has sawdust in the walls.

Yes. It bas sawdust in the walls,
bere, which is good and bad ‘cause
it collects moisture and will bave a
tendency of freezing so you can
wind up with the walls getting
rotted.

What abont the floor?

No there is no ... when she was
bere, all it bad ... Has the original
sawdust in the walls, that's all So
at -50 I guess it was pretty cold.
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Yes, And there was no insulation in
aur bouses.

Some of them were canvas and
they put...J know Bern’s
[Hoffmann] bouse up there was,
the original part of it was a tent
bouse, Then they built sides to it.

Our bouse was too, there are three
up there of the same design. And
they bad no insulation. It was up
from the ground about ... so ... and
when you get the snow packed
around it keeps the warmth in...

Your bouse was this one right up
here wasn't i

Yes, the Company Land Office..

The Company Land Office House
notw.

Does the man still own that?
Randolph of...yes.

Isn’t be a dentist or something?

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:
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Schneeberger:
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Yes ... Power and I can't remember
the other,

..Kennecott...

They were staying there when my
daughter was here a conple of
years ago and she wanted to see
the inside and they finally got a
key for ber and let ber in. She said
“it was so tiny, Mother." We bad
smaller bouses, everywbere they
were smaller. They weren’t big like
they are now. Thought we bad
plenty of room, we bad five rooms!

I think you did ... Like you say, it is
really what you are used to. It was

certainly more economical to have

a small place.

How many children were there?

With mes ['m the only one.

So you bad plenty of room, the
three of you..

I bad the room that [aced this way
so [ conld waitch...



Interview with Mildred Enickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Kennecolt gripped in winter.
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How many years did you actually
live bere in Kennecout?

From 18, or was it *17, no '18 that |
came up and I went back to
Seattle, 27 then I came back up,
then went back down again, then |
came back up again, visiting.

So you were 17 years old when you
went back down, did you say?

Yes,

So yon were bere from 1916 to
1927¢ What did you do, finish up
the last two years at boarding
school?

No, I went one year to boarding
school and, one year bere and one
at boarding school, then my
mother came down swith me and [
went to Queen Anne High School,
that’s where I graduated,

Then did you come back after that
to live anymore?

No. We decided not to and then
daddy stayed a few years and then

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

be went to the Bremner Mines
near Chitina. Pete Ramer and bis
brother owned it. He was there,
they wanted someone to tell them
what kind of machinery to buy for
the mines and that was bis
specialty. He drove a tractor from
McCarthy to the Bremner Mine, |
don't knose how but I remember it
seemed to take a long time. ‘Cause
they are way wp the mountain. He
was there, not too long and woke
up in terrible pain one morning
and they tried to signal Bruce
Jobuson the pilot then as be flew
over. They bad an 5.0.5. in the
snotw, be couldn’t land on the
snow because bis plane was (oo
heavily loaded. Came up bere and
came back and my dad bad
peritonitis.  They took bim up to
the bospital and then my maother
and I got a night letter and they
said, “your busband is doing very
well, notw,” and we didn’t know
what had bappened.

Did they bring bim up to this
hospital?

Yes. They came from all around
bere. When swe lived in Nizina, my
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mother became ill and they
brought ber up bere for an
operation,

My understanding, from what you
satd yesterday in our conversation,
that this was the only bospital
between here and Cordova.

I don’t know if ... But I don’t think
there was. But Dr, Gillespie was
known for bis expertise anyway,
He was a very good orthopedic
man, that isn't what be said be
was, but be was, which they need
in a company like this, because of
their accidents and broken arms
and so forth. One of the men in
the machine shop, one of the head
men, Carl Engstrom, everything
was running with belts, and be gat
caught in one of the machine
belts. This one spun around. 1
don’t know bhow many bones were
broken, Dr. Gillespre bad to patch
bim wp. It was quite a chore. He
had sweights on bim, all over, My,
Engstrom was in the bospital a
long time but was completely
cured. He was a very well liked
man. Someone wrate a poem one

Interview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

Shaw, L.:

time and they showed it on the
screen when we bad a movie. 1
can't remember the words but it
was to the affect that when any
machine broke down he could fix
it. Each stanza ended “Carl
Engstrom can fix it, God bless
bim.” After be left Kennecott be
lived in Tenakee Hot Springs wntil
his death, When I was eleven, my
maother became ill again, she bad a
goiter, You never hear of goiters
anymore. Dr. Gillespie was going
to Seattle and be said, “come along
with my wife and I and I'll go 10
the bospital with yon.” So, he
went in with Dr. Mason at the
Virginia Mason Hospital and they
operated on it. A few months later,
we came back. I was a spoiled
child, 1 think I demanded that I go
too, so I did and mother bad a
friend in Seattle and 1 stayed with
ber while she was in the hospital, 1
didn’t like Seattle, I didn't like
those streets, I thought it was ugly.
[ wanted to come back,

You were very fortunate to grow up
bere.
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I always thought so.

Mildred, wasn'’t Dr. Gillespie
involved in that mushing to Nome
with the dipbtheria serum?

I don't know but be may have

been because there was quite a bit
of that at that time. They bad the
different drivers, 1 imagine be was,
He was into things anyway. He
bad bis own borse bere. A saddle
pony. They bad a tack room and
I'd ride in the saddle. Then Mys.
O'Neill, a woman in McCarthy bad
a beautiful borse. I used to go
dotwon there for music lessons but
then she started coming up here
because she got more studenis.
She was a wonderful pianist! She'd
came up. She was a lovely woman
and she bad the riding babit wear,

The datry barn is right beve,

Yes. The borses had one side and
the cows were on the other.

In the barn?

Reis:
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Reis:
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Yes, I remember the barn man as
you called bim, allowed us 1o milk
the cows after be bad milked them
to take out the milk up to the cats
in the loft. Had lots of cats in the
loft. This was an exciting thing.

Beliewe it or not, I was raised back
in Pennsylvania and bad similar
experiences, We'd go to the ...
room and watch them milk. We'd
always get milk for the cats. He'd
bave fun just squirting ws noswe and
then too.

This went on down there too as [
remember. We liked to go up in
the loft, there was chute for the
oats and things ta go down below.
That was fun to watch. Mr.
Eldershope woas wery nice to us
down there.

Mildred, look out the window bere
and tell me what you see, and what
are the changes in the glacier.

I was noticing, because you told
me yesterday, seemingly the
mountains are up bigher for some
veasan and that island..Donobo
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[Peak] ... s so large. It just
dawned on me the island bas
shrunk dotwn.

The glacier, you mean.

Yes, glacier bas shrunk down. This
make the other ... seem so much

larger.

It is no different than when you
bave the trains going by. We have
the vebicles now..,

Yes. That's what bas bappened.
This was way out, becanse we wsed
to walk down the road here and,
I'd go with my uncle...

The wagon road,

Yes, we'd walk as far as the grave
yard and pick flowers and things
and the glacier was right bere. So
these bouses up bere were right
out. And there were no trees out
bere at all, just the glacier.

It was actual ice?

Was it white, or was it brown like
this?

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Warsjold
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Brown. Moraine.

That is just dirt on top, it’s all ice
underneath,

We bad a place on the baseball
field that they kept a wheelbarrow
and sacks and a shovel and you'd
come dowon there and get ice for
your ice cream. But the ice was so
dirty with the little bits of sand
through it, you couldn't use it for
anything else. Ob, you bave a
patio!

Yes, we built that patio. We are
going to put a door out the shed,
off the back there. So we can get
to it, s0...

That is owned by Jim and Jean
Miller,

Yeah. When you look out bere,
where did the glacier come to?

It seemed to come quite close
because...

It must bave come out against the
road bere.
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Yes. It was quite close, there was
just a little bit of space there, and
it was high. It was thick like it is
over there. I remember one day Reis:
there was a little hole across from
our bouse that came through and
pretty soon it was a river. Then it
stopped. It was one of the lakes in
the glacier, when it melts in the
center and breaks through.

Reis:
Some of the older pictures ['ve
seen show these to be pretty bigh
monntains right bere, .. glacier...
but now see this is, looks Iike all
the ice has melted aut underneath
that, In fact that one right there,
that high one just right off the
edge bere, we climb up on that
and take pictures here. Some of
those pictures of the schoolbouse
we showed you were part of that.
What is interesting is bow, it basn't
exactly receded, it just melted
down more.

It is called, I think, Dan Glacier, it

comes down from Wrangell, Mt. Reis:
Wrangell, on one side and whbat’s

the other one?

Shaw, A.:

Shﬂw. 1'\-:
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It’s the Root Glacier and the
Kenntcort Glacier,

.must be on this side of the...

Comes down from Blackburn, Mt.
Blackburn, then the Root over
bere and they meet up bere by that
island you talked about,

We loved it up there, mother and I
and dad, They bad to watch me,
my fatber never allowed me to go
on the glacier, it was dangerous.
Bur be'd take us across to the
island but we'd go up to Erie Mine
and walk across. Then you bad to
Jump the crevices. 1 forget..it was
crevasse... The tourists wonld
come up and they wonld say
“crevasse™ and we would say
“tourists!"

The billsides bere, when I look at
some of your pictures, you don’t
see these trees around,

No. Our ... was quite bigh and if

you ... look out at just dirt. But if
we had it up above, we could look
kp at the monntains.
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[Inaudible],
[Inaudible].

Mt. Porpbyry bas changed.
Maybe the earthquake bas done a
lot to the glacier but you can't see
it from bere.

You can see it out the kitchen.,.

Nose this one end up bere was just
straight across with a piece up like
[a finger]. My dad always said,
“I'm going to go np and knock
that thing off someday". He
started owt one day and didn’t
make it. He came home and said
be was sure be couldn’t walk up
there.

There was a rock up there he
wanted to roll off or something?

Then, the next time I came up, it

was after the earthquake and it was

gone. Must bave been large. And
I notice now it is kind of rounded
where that was, it was square
before,

Interview with Mildred Enickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

When was the earthquake bere?

‘64. The one in Anchorage, the big

e,

Ob, I see.

But it did damage a lot up bere
because there was a flood from
National Creek right into tosen, at
camp. I couldn’t figure out bow
the water would go almost to the
office. But I think the earthquake
wrecked the scenery around there,

When you were @ kid bere, did you
have much in the way of
earthquakes?

No. I don't remember any. I don't
even remember ... well we had one
little wind storm but that is the
only wind I can remember. It was
very calm, but it got cold ... -60,
All you wanted to do then was stay
by the fire.

The only time yon went into the
butcher shop you had ... hanging
what?
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Ore-laden _fi’lil' car, Kennecott, Courtesy .'lmnmuim' Museum of Z”ljhﬂ'}f and Art.
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Interview with Mildred Enckson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

“About nine carloads of ore went out every day,
they stacked them on the flatcars...gondolas...
they always put them on neatly. One of my
friends was...Mike the Ore Sacker. I'd go
through the sacking shed at the foot of the hill
and be bad a crew of men there and they’d
stand up on the boxcars, flatcars, and bold the
sacks up to catch the crushed ore (about 140
lbs. a sack), sew up the sacks and put them on
the car. That was their job.”

MiLoreD EricksonN REss
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Reis;

Schneeberger:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

The side, the full beef sides. Here
was this thing, I just knetw it was
buman, 1 was scared to death. It
was a bear and they bad skinned it.
[Tt was hanging with the beef.]

Mildred, do you remember the
store|?] before, there was the
remnants of the store. Is that
totally gone?

I don't know, I baven't been up
there, | think the store s stll there,
Last time I was bere there were
papers everywbhere.

We've picked those up. We bad
volunteers last year [1989) that
picked those up.

Not just papers, anything that
conld bave any value that could be
saved bas been picked up now.

They bad on one side all the
different materials for the ladies
and the sewing things, everything
and they bad some boats and
things like that. This side, the first
part, I vemember, because it was
candy and then it was canned

Shaw, A.:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

goods. Very seldom much [ruit or
anything because they didn't bave
atrplanes,

Nao fresh fruit?

Yes, the store is still there. The
back balf of the stare, the roof
wis torn off in the late *50s, 1
believe. So that building has a
problem, that is one of the critical
buildings we would like to get a
roof on.

The teamsters used two borses and
a wagon to take all the supplies up
to the mill. In the afternoon,
they'd leave about 5:00, they'd take
the barses down by the store,
unbitch them. As a little girl, 1
used to bang around and then I'd
get a ride to the barn. Great big
work horses! You could just lay
down on them! They would say
“ob, would you like a rides”

You knew the routine,

It was kind of fun. They were so
good to children.... Magalina, that
is the Norwegian spelling.



Shaw, A

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, L.:

Reis:

So your dad didn’t call you
Madaline, be called you Mildred
instead?

Yes.
That was the compromise?

Yes.

To your knowledge, did they bave
any murders beres

Not in Kennecott, no. In
McCarthy, there may bave been,
but Pm not sure. We beard of
some - a couple of times men
going up to the creeks to prospect,
partners, and one would come
back and the other bad fallen in
the river and couldn’t get bim.
Now, they didn't know, nobody
investigated. I told you this 1
think. That’s all | know. [ believe
one of the girls was killed, but I
don’t remember becanse my little
friend Marian took me down to a
bouse and there were some dark
stains on it, She said “that’s
blood". We got scared and we ran
bhome. So 1 don't know, that’s as
far as I really knosw,

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Schneeberger:

Reis:

Schneeberger:

Reis:

Schneeberger:

Reis:

Samebody was telling me that
McCarthy was the rough town
where all the "naughty kids” were
and all the little kids in Kennecott
bad to bave their parents go with
them to McCarthy.

Well, my mother felt that I could
be a lady no matter where 1 lived
and I knew where I could not go
and I was trusted to do as I was
told. 1 could go down and stay
with my little friend Marian and
she conld come up and stay with
me. The ... ladies she knew made
a few remarks which got back to
mother but she paid no attention.

There really was a reputation, that
extended even to the children,

Yes, our house was bere and right
over bere was a large ... bouse, and
it boused the “sports” as they
called them. Later on..

What’s a sport?
That's the name of the girls ... our

bouse nearly burned when the
part next to it burned. They came
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Shaw, L.:
Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, L.:
Schnecberger:

Res:

Shaw, Au

over, wearing their bigh heels and
with their buckets, began a bucket
brigade and poured water on the
roof. Saved owr bouse. Later on,
whoever bad charge of things, |

don't know, they were asked to
move down the line, down to

McCarthy Creek.

There were several houses there.
Brothels,

2] or'22,

20, ob was that...

Was Kate Kennedy the madam?

She was not down there with the
girls. She bad a botel in towon and
there was a saloon next and there
were girls in the saloon. 1 always
thought she was, I meant to ask
Fred |Fritz) Seltenreich. In fact [
am going to ask bim. He should
know because he lived down there.
I think sbe was but she was more
or less respected. I don't knosw...

Who were you going to ask?

Reis:

Shaw, A

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Schneeberger:

Fritz Seltenreich, Fred I guess.

There was no alcobol allowed bere
at Kennecott, was there?

No. Although, people made wine.
Home brew. But it was not
alloweed.

So they bad to go to McCarthy for
that?

Yes. For a while they were bringing
up fresh figs in the store and they
disappeared fast and then they
didn’t sell fresh figs anymore. But
I never beard anytbing, too much
about it. My dad was not too

much swith baving liguor aronnd.
Just bad a little wine now and then.

There was the story when
Probibition was declared they bad
that group go down to McCarthy
and load np trunks and whatever
else was available and bawul it back
up bere. Hide it under the
floorboards. Dr. Gillespie and our
... were both involved in that.



Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Probably, and then there was Chris
Jensen ... might bave been, I won't
say for sure, becanse be always
bragged that be bad some whiskey
buried. Said be was seasoning it,
wonldn’t tell anyone where it was.
I don’t knotwe if that's true or not.
Such a character. Wasn't at our
bouse but there was a lot down in
McCarthy. I might as well tell you,
my dad said I was never to go
down the line. Didn't say why, so I
bad to ask my mother, “why, what
did they do down there?” She said
“they sell moonshine™. I'd never
2o down there because I bad seen
men drunk and they would fight
and everything, so I thought they
must be borrible. When I grew
up, it dawned on me one day.

Shaw, A.:

There was a story in town

yesterday, I didn’t pick up on it all Reis:
the way, that bad to do with you

singing when you were a little girl

and they paid you for that.

That was in Blackbuwrn, Mrs.

Jobnson bad a boarding house, Shaw, A.:

little lobby. They bad a dining
room. In the evenings she cleared

Imerview with Mildred Erickson Rets and Oscar Watsjold

the tables and they could play
poker. I believe there was a bar in
the back, I'm not sure. I was a
tiny thing and I wondered in, my
mother wasn’t watching me too
closely and 1 wondered in. Of
course, they welcomed me, the
men sitting around the tables.
They said “can you sing" and I
said “ob, yes”. They put me on
the table and I sang Norwegian
lullabies, that is what T knew.
They passed a plate and gave me
some money and I came back 1o
my motber and 1 said “take this,
I'll go get some more”, And that
was the end of my singing career.
I couldn't bave been more than
four and a balf.

A lintle Shirley Temple, bub?

Yes. I don’t know bow I did it
because I was shy. The men were
very nice to me and a lot of
Scandinavians and maybe that's

why.

Now Gretchen, you were 2 years.
old when you left bere, so you
picked up stories from your
parents?
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Chris Tensen and son Ole.
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HERES

“ .
G HeALTH. .then there was Chris

Jensen...might have been, I
won’t say for sure, because
he always bragged that he
had some whiskey buried.

Said he was seasoning it, wouldn’t tell anyone
where it was. I don’t know if that’s true or
not. Such a character. ..my dad said I was
never to go down the line (to McCarthy).
Didn’t say why, so I had to ask my motber,
‘why, what did they do down there?’ She said,

‘they sell moonshine’.”
Mungen Eriexson Res
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Schneeberger:

Shaw, A.:
Reis:
Schneeberger:
Reis:

Schneeberger:

Reis:
Schnecberger:
Reis:

Kesnieoort Kins

Yes, Alaskans are such a close knit
group, as they'd say, whenever
they came out they'd come by my
parents and they spend long
evenings going over all these
experiences. So, I felt part of it,
but not a part of it.
Reminiscences of Erickson...

Did it seem like a rough place?
Here?
Here.

No.

But it seemed like..swith the girls
and the...

That was McCarthy.
McCarthy was indisputably..

If you read Lone Janson’s book,
[“The Coppper Spike™] she speaks
of Kennecott, says it was staid, she
says town, camp. And we were, we
bad ladies' tea parties, we were

dressed to the nines,...

Schneeberger:

Reis:

Schneeberger:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

There was a class distinction too,
wasn’t there.

I didn't feel it, | was in and out of
everybody's place, 1 didn't bother
. When you went into the shotw,
and I don’t know if this is a law or
ruling, but all the families sat on
the right and few of the men who
were friends, and all the other men
sat on the left. If one lady came in
that didn’t know, they twonld say,
"ob, she's sitting over there with
the men". I don't think it was the
rule, it was just the thing to do. All
nationalities, Polish, Russians,
Swedes, Norwegians...

A cross section, That one book up
there lists all nationalities,
numbers of them.

Were any Oriental?

Just Japanese, the cooks in the
mess bouse, and the Japanese
laundry man, the little bouse next
to that, was run by the Tom Mori,
who was the laundryman. And
they bad the laundry in back of
the store. He did the Loundry far



Shaw, A.;

Reis:

Shaw. A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

the camp....That was the only
Oriental, there was one in
McCarthy, Charley Chong. At that
time Chinese and Japanese did not
get on together. But once in a
while they'd load ws into the sied,
straw and blankets, go down to
McCarthy to Charley Chong’s and
bave food. I can remember be was
a jolly fat man. We'd all load up
and be ready to go bome and be'd

throw candy bars at us.

This house next door, what do you
know about that one?

Tom Mori stayed there, He was the
lawndryman. Took care of the
laundry in back of the store. That
was where they stayed.

He wasn’t Japanese was bes

Yes.

Ob, be was Japanese.

M-0-r-i

Ob, M-o-r-1.

Interview with Mildred Erickson Reis and Oscar Watsjold

Reis:

Shaw, A.:

Reis:

I don’t know what age be was. He
was quite an ice skater, fall down,
jump up. He wasn't a young man
but be seemed to be.

So the bouse right next door to us
was the fellow that ran the
laundry?

Yes. Quite a few Japanese there.
They'd come to our bouse with the
laundry, always bow, bow they do.
At Christmastime all of us
would...they'd give us Chinese
dolls, little boxes, little gifts. I bad
a little dog I always called Snooty.
I bad it on the dresser, One time I
told my daughter she conld bave
it, then I told ber, “1 want it back."
I missed the little dog, she said
“you're an Indian giver”, I said,

o, »m

yes™.
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BUD SELTENREICH

[istrrview ool ted) By Losgtn W Floves
Matioeul Park Seroee

Jitwe 15, 1990
lagee &1
Sxle 7l
Hovis:
Seltenreich:
Hovis: For the record, your name is?
Seltenreich: Bud Seltenreich.
Hovis: How old are you?
Seltenreich: Seventy-five.
Hovis: Seventy-five. Where were you
born¢
Seltenreich: The bospital bere at Kennecolt,
1915.
Howvis: 1915,
Seltenreich: February 15,

Your father, 1 assume, worked bere
at the mines

No. He worked in McCarthy, He
done many things, be was a cook
and be did cooking bere and there
and ﬂﬂfnrmfﬂy be started bis own
restaurant there and had a
restaurant in McCarthy for a
number of years, including my
mother who was a cook also. She
was recognized as « professional
cook. She came from Norway
originally and she worked as an
apprentice cook, as they used ta be
in the old days over there, for some
of the rich people and she traveled
acrass in the winter and worked
with those peaple that were down
there vacationing or enjoying the
winter wedather, rather than in
Norway, They came to the United
Staates seben she was a very young



Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

girl and met my [ather in Seastle.
She was working for the railroad
and be was also working for the
railroad as a cook on the dining

Cdrs.

Which railroad was thats

I think that was the Northwestern.
Ran from - I think it ran from
Minnesota across the northern
part of the states to Seattle,

How did your parents come to
McCarthy¢

Well in 1913 - I think they came
about 1912 or 1913, The railroad
bad just opened. They bad a
Shushbanna [Chisana] Stampede.
You may bave beard about it.

Yes, I have.

Seltenreich:

Interview with Bud Seltenreich

And that’s what brought them up.
And of course McCarthy was the -
Shusbanna junction twas the title.
That’s where the |plate?) and all
the stuff going to Shushanna came
in, through McCarthy, and was
taken over by pack borses and [?]
and borses in winter sleighs and
pack borses in the summer. They
opened up the mining camps over
in Shushanna. So it was kind of a
second gold rush like the Klondike
and it didn’t pan out as rich as the
Klondike, but it was a little rich
and as the Kennecolt mine was
going, there was lots of mines
going, and the |Banquet?] mine
out there on |?] river and the
Chititu mine and the Green Butte
mine up MeCarthy Creek and
Maotherlode mine [?] down there in
MceCarthy 2] Motherlode mine
and all those activities. So they
stayed and they operated their
laundry for a while and () as well
as opened their own restaurant in a
few years. So they always worked
in and around McCarthy. And so
did I as a young fellow and so did
my brothers, two brathers, Fred
and Ted. You met Fred, be’s bere,

253



254

Kennroors Kins

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

[Um bumm.

That’s about the extent of my
activity. I stayed in McCarthy and
went to school in McCarthy. 1
didn’t leave McCarthy until 1 was
I8, and then only temporarily
cause I was working for Gillam
Airlines where 1 finished in Copper
Center at that time and |?] lines
and I went to work for them as a
mechanic. 1 worked for them for a
number of years, off and on. [
worked with the Road Commission
in the summer as a beavy duty
equipment operator, tractors and
graders and that sort of thing and
gravel trucks, graveling road and
that sort of thing. Part of that
time I had worked in the
McCarthy Garage. You may bave
seen some photographs of that
there in the McCarthy Garage. |
kind of grewe up in that garage and
that’s where I got my mechanical
experience in that. And so I was
well qualified to work when I was
16, 17 years old, driving and
aperating beavy duty equipment.
And so I did that in the summer
and I worked on the airplanes in

the winter, because there was no
other work in the winter except
bere at the mine. So I decided the
airplane business would be good
because it provided year around
wark, And I didn’t enjoy that
working in the summer and
making that money to live on in
the winter and come back to zero
next spring. You get no place,
you're just going in a circle [?]. So
that's why I took up the airplane
business because that was a
coming industry in Alaska, It was
replacing the dog team and the
borses and the transportation of
past years as well as 7). So that
way I got into the aviation business
and 've been in it ever since. It
started about 1930, My two
brothers and 1 bought an airplane
in 1930 from the Swallow Airplane
Company in Wichita and bad it
sent to Valdez. And we went down
there to Valdez and put it together
with some belp of some aviation
people that were there. There was
a couple of other people around
Valdez that were pilats and bad
airplanes and were qualified to do
that sort of work and then we bad



Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Howvis:

Seltenreich:

one of them fly it back to
McCarthy. So we bad one of the
first airplanes based in McCarthy
at that time.

Where was the landing strip at that
time?

It was up on the hill there across
McCarthy Creck and up on that
bench up on top. That's still
there, in fact, I use it. I have a
bangar up there that I keep my
equipment in. ['ve got some
equipment up there, a [?] and a
tractor and some stuff like that to
use ont on the bomestead. See,
my folks bad a homestead out on
the Nizina, nine miles out of town,
and they farmed that also as
commercial venture for several
years back in the "20s.

What did they raise?

They raised bay for the borses and
potatoes and vegetables of all
kinds, They bad chickens, so we
bad eggs to sell to the miners and
we had cows and we bad milk und
we raised a few kids for a toy, So it

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Inrerview with Bud Seltenreich

was an on-going proposition. We
raised fruit, strawberries and siuff
like that and made our living doing
that for a while. And then in later
years, as I say, they bad a
restayrant in McCarthby [2).

Did they sell directly to the
company or to the individual |2).

They sold mostly to individuals,
because the company here at the
mine bad their own dairy bere and
they shipped most of their stuff
in, so they bad an on-going
contract with Seattle to supply
their stuff. They conldn't just cut
that off and buy separately. So it
didn't have a very good market
here at the mine as such, but the
people around McCarthy - you
know, there was quite a few people
in that area, plus the gold mines
out in the Nizina area and that sort
of thing. They never had a market
for those things [?).

Did you ever get directly involved

in mining, either placer mining or
up bere or |2)?
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Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Havis:

Seltenreich:

I worked one summer ar the
[Banquet?] mine. They were
putting in a new pipeline and |
worked on job as a campressor
aperator, running the compressors
for the bard rock jackbammers and
steuff like that, 1 did that for one
summer. Bt as 1 said, | worked
construction jobs. Any place they
bad machines working they
needed somebody 1o run he
machines who cowld maintain and
bandle them at the same time,
which was a first in those days,
because they didn’t bave shocks
and gloves as available, They bad
to do it out in the field, wherever it
wordd break down, that’s where
you fixed i1

What was the source of power to
ran the compressorsé

Ob, gasoline engines,

Up on Dan Creek 've seen a
comtpressor that's booked up to a
punt and wheel.

Yeb. They bad electric poswer, -
they bad a bydroclectric plant up

there at Dan Creek, a good one. It
supplied the camp with electricity
and so forth. But up on the site
and off the valley where we were
putting in the pipeline, they didn’t
hbave any electricity there. We
handled it with gasoline engines.
So that’s how I got kind of started
in this aviation business was
through my work with beavy duty
equipment in the machine shops
and vartons places [?] shops and
[2] shops around MeCarthy.
(inaudible) so [ converted that into
the aviation business and worked
for Gillam Airlines for a few years
as @ mechanic on their airplanes
and then moved to Anchorage in
36. My brother Fred, be and 1,
had a shop there in Anchorage at
Mernill Field, airplane shop, for a
year or tszo. Then I worked for
Star Airlines for a year or so.
That's now Alaska Airlines, Then 1
went south to go to the university
al night school and took up
engineering, aeronantical
engincering. | worked down at
Ryan Aircraft factory in San Diego
as a welding inspector on the
contract assemblies in 38 or 39,



somewhere in there, 39 yeb. They
were just getting a lot of contracts
in to build subassemblies for the
military airplanes that were being
built by Douglas Air, Lockbeed
and Cansolidated, so there was a
lot of subassemblies being built by
them, welded assemblies. 1 was an
expert welder, so it didn't take
long for them to bire me. I was
inspector for a short time and
pretty soon | was a super -
inspector of the welding
department. Spent a year at that,
got tired of that monotonous
factory work, couldn’t stand that,
came back to Alaska. Flew a Tri-
Motor Ford, I had my pilor’s
license, flew a time motor ford as
copilot out of Anchorage doing
trading at the mining camps over
on the [?] one summer. Then that
fall I went to seark for Pan
American Airlines as a [7) in
Fairbanks. They bad their main
maintenance base, an Alaska
Division in Fairbanks, at that time.
We bad about 80 mechanics
working. They wonld work three
shifts, open 24 bowrs a day in the
maintenance department. They

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Interview with Bud Seltenreich

bad six to eight airplanes based
there and multi-engined airplanes,
Lockbeed 10s as those guys define
them. They operated a scheduled
service between Fairbanks, Nome
and Betbel and Fairbanks,
Whitebarse and [unean.

Um bumm.

At that time Pan American was still
running their big boats and they
would run one of their boats
[from] Seattle to Juneau and then
the Lockbeed 105 would pick up
the passengers and take them to
Whitehorse and Fairbanks. And
then in later years, a year or so
later, they cut out the boats and
they started running Lockbeed [%]
direct from Seattle to Juneau from
Whiteborse to Fairbanks, But we
still bad the main maintenance
base in Fairbanks,

When you first brought your
atrplane in bere to McCartby, was
the business as lucrative as you
thought it might bave beens
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Inger Jensen, m sailor uniform, poses with Aaron Lrickson,
John Letendre, and Jack Howard. The airplane 1s perhaps the
Spirit of Valdez."
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| “T took up the airplane business

) because that was a coming industry

in Alaska. It was replacing the dog
team and the borses and the

transportation of past years...”

Bt SEL TENREICH
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We didn't bring it in for business,
we brought it in for owr own
edwcation and to learn to fly. We
got our flying experience with that
airplane. My brother, Ted the
older ane, be bad taken lessons
from Gillam who bad been flying
bere since about "29. He used to
come in bere with an [?]. My
brother would take a lesson from
bim when be bad an overnight
stay, So be got bis license and he
used the airplane just for that
purpose. We didn’t plan to use it
commercially, but really that time
of an airplane it could be used too
siccessfully., Got some good
pictures of it in my album right
bere, of the airplane. Then I went
to Fairbanks with Pan American. 1
was there about a year as a
mechanic for them and then they
needed a chief mechanic down in
Juneaun av the overnight base there
and I went down there for a vear
and did that and then came back
to Fairbanks. They were moving
same of their people down ta San
Francisco, So they moved the
supervisory people down there
and they put me in charge of the

Fairbanks base. | was the chief
mechanic at the Alaska Division of
Pan American Airlines for abont
eight years in Fairbanks, While 1
was doing that, I started my own
flying business. [ started a flying
school and a charter business and
I was gonna do that just as a kind
of a hobby. Semething to keep me
busy during the week-ends,
becanse T only worked five days a
week at Pan American. I was used
to working seven days a week, ten
bours a day [?] working five days a
week. | wanted sometbing else to
do and I did it more as a bobby
than a business. But it got such a
demand for the services that |
eventnally ended up with
seventeen airplanes and I was still
warking [or Pan American. Then
Pan American was gonna move
their main maintenance base to
Seattle and I said, well, I can’t go,
I'm too busy. So I quit Pan
American and ran my business in
Fairbanks. 1 was making twice as
much money running my flying
service as @ hobby than I was
working for Pan American. But |
was getting tived of working



sixteen howurs a day and so I quit
and I sold my business to my
brother, Fred, and the chief pilot I
bad, a fellow by the name of
Marey Evans. He’s still around
the country. He's retired notw, of
coxrse, be lives in Anchorage. [?]
successful for a number of years.
In the meantime, I took a year off
and just did nothing and figured
out what I should do. 1 was still
pretty young - | was still in my
early thirties. So I said, well, I
guess I better not retire, the money
isn't gonna last long enough. So I
applied for a job at [?] as an
instructor. I thought I'd do that
for a few years just to, you know,
Just for the fun of it. So I was a
scheduled airline inspector for a
Jese years. And I thought - well,
nothing else came up that
interested me and | stayed in that
for & few years and another few
years and pretty soon 1 got to the
point af no return. 1 cowddn't guit
that and start some place else and
build wp an adequate retirement
and all that sort of thing. So I got
stuck with it, I got to the point of
no recurn, so I stayed there for 32

Hovis:

Seltenreich:
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years as an inspector. [Jim
Barrow's department, now is a
chief [?] as a chief in Washington
of the entire United States [3).
And that’s about my career and
that is, it was pretty busy and
varied and I still bave my pilot's
license. I still [?] an airplane for
my own amusement and pleasure
and I still do some aviation [?).
More than I want to, I can’t get
enough time for myself. But I
always bave a chance to change
that. Maybe someday I'll retire
and stay retired,

Did you come back to McCarthy
frequently while you were [lying
around while outside and what
bave you?

Ob, yes. I used to come back and
check once a year at least and
spend a week or so with a friend. 1
bave lots of friends up bere that
are still living bere and | used to
come up and visit. Then, of
course, we still bave owr
bomestead out there, 320 acres
over there on the Nizina. My
brother and 1 built a little airport
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Hovis:

Seltenreich:

on it so we could fly in there and
land there. And, of course, there
is a road out there to McCarthy
and yowu can drive omt there, not
very good any more but it [7] but
we still drive it.

Are there still buildings on the
bomestead?

Nao, the buifding; all fm’f down and
we baven't built any new ones, but
other people bave [2]. We
subdivided some of it and sold off
about ten acres bere and there.
It’s real nice, there’s one real nice
building on it that’s owned by a
fellow by the name of Hanna. A
log cabin, with a large upstairs,
with a living room, fireplace,
kitchen, a den for bis trophies and
bis - there is kind of a hobby shop
inside it and bis guns and bis
equipment to work on the
reloading equipment and all that
sort of stuff. Plus, be’s got a big
garage built there for bis
equipment and shop |?]. There is
another fellow building out there
who's got a pretty nice place too.
He basn’t got it finished yet |?)

Hovis:

Seltenreich:
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Bay. So I have enough to keep me
busy just playing around with my
own stuff and that’s what I would
like to be doing, working towards
that end, so when I get old I can
Just [2].

You said, before we turned the
tape recorder on, that you worked
Jor a little bit up bere at Kennecott.

Yeb, I worked in the laundry one
summer for a few montbs,
mangling the sheets. I was a sheet
mangler. | mean the mangling of
the big sheets that they bad in the
hospital there. I used to run them
through the Mangle and fold them
and package them.

Who was your boss in the laundry?

A fellow by the name of Morris
[Tom Mori). That's all I know him
by. He was a Jap. They bad
Japanese cooks bere and Japanese
owned the laundry. I don’t like to
use the slang word for publication,
but they called bim [?] the Jap.
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An Asian worker seated far left.
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Seltenreich:

FHovis:

When you were talking to bim,
wounld you call bim that?

Well, T probably did I imagine so.
He was a fine person. A pleasant
person to swork for, bad @ good
sense of bumor. He was not old, a
rather young fellotw.

Were there a lot of Japanese bere?

All the cooks were in the
bunkhouses, not the bunkhouses,
what do you call them - anyway,
eating places, Yeb, they bad
several big, right down here at this
place, they bad a mess ball. yeb,
big mess ball,

I've noticed that there are twao
Japanese graves down in the
cemetery.

Is that sof

And one of them bas - I baven't
been down there for a while but T
think it's the largest monument
down there,

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:
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Ohb, yeh. I baven't been down
there to see that. I don't know
what ever bappened to Mori,
whether be stayed bere and died
here or whether be left bere when
the camp closed dowen. See, I left
bere around ‘33, 32, 34, I was in
and out bt 1 left bere
permanently in ‘35, more or less.

Was McCarthy still quite the
blooming town in 35?2

Oh, yes. Yeb, it was.

How quzckly did it <wind down
after the mine closed?

Well, about five years, It was still
pretty active for five years after
that. But the war is what closed it
down. When the war came along,
the mines all shut down, the placer
mines, They canldn't get
equipment or supplies anymore
becanse everything was required
to go to the war effort and nothing
Jor mining, non-strategic materials,
which gold was not considered
strategic as [ar as the war cffort
goes, 1bis mine, of course, was
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going during World War I and it
was very important for the war
effort in World War I. So that’s
about the extent of my activity
bere at McCarthy.

Was there a doctor in McCarthy or
did everybody in town come up
bere to use the hospital?

No, they used the bospital bere in
Kennecott.

The people from McCarthy would
be charged for the services?

Yes, that’s right. I spent a couple
of months up bere. 1 had a
ruptured appendix back in 1925
and that was a pretty serions
business in those days, because
they didn’t bave penicillin. You
know what penicillin is,

Yes.

And when you get an infection like
you get from a ruptured appendix,
swhich is peritonitis, it is a very
difficult proposition to cure. The
doctor bere was very resourceful.

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

He finally developed a plan - it
wasn’t looking too good and be
bad to operate again. He took all
my intestines out, put them in a
dish pan in mercurochrome and
then threw them back in and, you
know, it worked. Probably it took
about six montbs, I bad drain
tubes in my stomach and I was a
couple of months in the hospital
and for about six months after that
I bad to come up to Kennecott
about every three or four days and
bave the drain tubes changed.

Um bumm.

Used to ride the train up and
doson. I got pretty well acquainted
with the engineers. Even against
the latws and the rules they bad in
the train, they let me ride in the
engine and knock the engines.
That was lots of fun, running the
big steam engine. So I bad a
pretty intevesting life, it wasn’t
boring at all. There was always
samething to do and always kept
me busy. Like - well, when [ was
in McCarthy as a kid - Not, you
knose, gaing ta school in the
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younger years [?] 12 years old I
was in jobs. | had a water
business. In the winter they didn't
have any water so I bad a little
Cheorolet that T made into a
pickup, you know, I converted it
into a pickup and I used ro baul
water to the various businesses
and fill their holding tanks, 10
cents a bucket or 12 buckets for a
dollar, five gallon cans. It made a
little jingle in my pocket all the
time. 1 always bad a jingle in my
pocket.

Where wonld you get the water?

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Ount of the creek, just drive down
to the creck and [ill the buckets.
There were creeks down there
between McCarthy and the
railroad [?] some clear water creeks
that were not comtaminated. |
supplied water to the restaurants
and the botel and some of the
private vesidents that didn't want
to carry their own water up from
the creck. Kept me pretty busy,
plus chopping kindling for the
girls down on the line so they
could start their fires in the
morning. And they always tipped
good, you know, they were good
tippers. When I was fifteen my
brothers and I bad enough money
to buy an airplane.

How were the girls treated there?
You mentianed the girls down the
line.

Ob, they were treated very
respectfully. They weren't invited
uptowen too much, to associate
with the regular people, but they
would come up once in a while if
they didn’t make too big a babit of
it. They would run very respected.



The doctor from Kennecort would
go down there, of course, and
check them wp phbysically, I don’t
recall bow often, whether it was
twice a month or once a montb.
They kept them in good shape.
But you see, up here where they
bad just only a few of the
administrative people bad their
wives and families, the rest of the
people up here were all single. So
they had to go down to McCarthy
and bave their recreation
(inaudible) prejudiced so against,
you knoswe. They bad a few drinks
and bad a beer or whiskey or
whatever they wanted, moonshine
as they called it in those days,
Probibition days. There was a lot
of work [7], People got busy, we
cut a lot of wood and sawed a lot
of wood and delivered a lot of
wood with trucks. My brother and
I, Fred, we did a lot of that. My
brother, Ted, be worked in the
grocery store most of the time, He
wsed to work for 2] Company in
the grocery store, So we all
worked all the time, you knosw,
from the time we was 12, 13 years
old we bad jobs of one kind or

Hovis:

Seltenreich:
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anotbher and was able to make
pretty good money around there.
There was lots of money around
there, We didn't bave a depression
is what I'm trying to say [?] during
the depression days, We bad it
pretty good, you know, and
everything was up-to-date, [?] bad
every convenience [?] and we
didn’t suffer at all. In fact, the
matter is | think we bad better
conditions in McCartby in those
days than I bad since I left
McCarthy.

Did anybody in McCarthy make
the moonshines

Ob, yes. They didn't make it right
in town, there was various places
out of towen, They bad little camps
out of town where they made the
moonshine,

Was there any law enforcement
officers in McCarthy?

Yeb, we bad a jail there and there
was a marshal there, He didn't
pay too much attention to that,
That was part of the game, The
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“(Reverend Bingle) would come up from
Cordova about once a month or so and
give a sermon. He bad a church there in
Cordova and bhe would come up and talk to us and try
to save us sinners a little bit. He did a pretty good job
of it. I didn’t turn out too bad, I didn’t get in jail
ever...”

Bum SELTENREICH
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only ones that paid attention to it -
they bad - in those days during
Probibition days, they had
Probibition agents and they would
travel around and make a nuisance
of themselves. But you see, it
wasn’t very easy for them to get
bere because they bad to come on
the train, When they came around
the corner, there’s a corner down
there this side of Long Lake,
where they come around the
corner you could see the train
coming and the engineers would
puff out the black smoke, meaning
they bad some questionable
people on board - that they might
want to clear ont the town and
baul all the stuff out and pass it
aut of town. Toss ont the liguor. 1
remember - I used to drive a truck.
I was only 12 or 13 years old but
used to drive a lintle pickup truck,
bawling wood and that sort of
thing, you know, So apparently
someone says - they seen me
bauling stuff. I think be thought |
was hauling stuff out of town to
hide it from the Probibition
agency. So a Probibition agent
stopped the car. 2] I don’t know

Hovis:

Seltenreich;

Hovis:
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what they were trying to find ont
what I was doing, I didn’t give
them any satisfaction, I was pretty
right moutbed, I didn't do a lot af
talking about my activities hauling
bovze out of town.

Did you ever go up to the
Matberlade mine or the Green
Butte mine when it was running?

I've been there a couple of times
Just for a visit with a friend, an
associate of the fact. Jobuny
Barrett was one of the owners, you
know, he discovered the Green
Butte mine. His son is here in
town, did you se¢ bim?

Not yet. I've not talked to bim yet.

[2] be went to school bere also.
Yeb, I was a pretty good friend of
Jobnny Barrett, because we were
kind of in business together. He
was kind of an entreprenenr, He
was into everything. He soid life
insurance, he bad the water system
in town and be sold lots and he did
this, that and the other thing.

Plus, he was one of the
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administrators and managers of
Green Butte mine.

Everybody, it sounds like, bad

more than one job.

Ob, yeb. It was a busy place. So
anyway, be bad a water system
there. He bad a couple of water
tanks up on stilts, bigh above
anytbing else in town, And be bad
what you call a round dotwn in the
creek, be bad a couple of them
down there pumping into those
tanks. When be was up at the
mine trying to do bis business up
there, well, then it was my job ro
see that those rounds didn’t stop
working. As I say, I was kind of in
the water business with him in the
siemmer, and they didn't rum in the
winter becanse they'd freeze up
and then 2] pipes ran
underground. They were just
underground enough...

[?] There is a good road up there.
That was one of the better roads

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:
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around bere, was thar road up to
the Green Butte Motberlode mine.
They bwuilt a fine road up there.

The Motherlode Company built
that raad?

Well, I'm not sure they built it. 1
think the Motherlode probably did
most of the building of the road
but the Green Butte mine wds
probably invelved two, because
they bad trucks to baul their ore
out with and so did the
Motherlode, with big White trucks
- not a white color byt made by the
White Motor Company. They
hauled the are out of the
Motherlode mine so they used the
road in combination. The only
time I went up there was just for
recreation, sumething to do, you
know. Ride up with somebody or
drive up with somebody.

I'm curtons. You talked about the
girls in McCarthy and the bootleg
liguor and what bave you. Were

there any preachers in McCarthy?
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Hovis

Seltenreich:

Hovis:
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No, no there wasn't, One wonld
come up from Cordova about once
a month or so and give a sermon.
Reverend Bingle. I remember bis
name, He bad a church there in
Cordova and he wonld come up
and talk to us and try to save us
sinners a little bit. He did a pretty
goad job of it. I didn't turn out
too bad, I didn't get in jail ever |Z].

That'’s a certain mark of
distinction.

So be had some success, I would
say. Reverend Bingle, was a nice

S

Would be come up to the mine as
well?

I don’t know if be did or nol.
Probably did, I'm sure he did, yeb,
very likely did. He probably come
up bere and held services, I'm
sure. So we got a little religion
along the way, enough to keep us
out of jail I showld say. Ob, yeb,

in addition (o the vtber jobs I bad,
1 wsed to drive taxi. We bad lots of
taxi cabs. We bad lots of cars in

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

McCarthy, mostly nsed for
businesses, there was very few

pevsonal cars. T had one, I bad @

1922 Chevrolet, 1 guess it swas. He
couldn't keep it running, be was
continually stripping it and be got
so mad at the car he says, Ull give
you this car. He give it to me. It
was a 1922 Chevrolet touring car
and be bad the rear end stripped
out of it. So I bad enough money
and I sent dosen to Seattle and 1
bought a complete unit, [?] rear
end and the whole works, It cost
me a bundred and some dollars,
That was a lot of money in those
days, I guess.

It would be.

Sent it up, put that in there and
that car served me well, I never
bad any trouble with it. But the
Chevrolets were bad cars, They
bad the [?] clutch and they suck in
that clutch and the car wounld jump
about a foot, you know, unless you
was very clever with it, yon could
do it right and I bad my trouble
doing it but it didn’t take me long
to learn how to bundle that. They
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bad jumped that thing around so
much - you see, the other guy
jumped it around so much be
stripped the gears out of it.

You wsed it as a taxd cab as well
‘ISI.IL

No, I used it just for bauling water.
I made a pickup out of it and used
it for my water business. But I did
drive taxi for some of the other
outfits that bad the taxs service at
the McCartby Garage. There were
two outfits in there. Fred did the
same thing. He drove for one of
those outfits and I did for the
other. We used to get §5.00 for a
trip to Kennecatt, whether it was
one person or & full load. And the
driver - I'd get $2.00 and the owner
would get three. And I did it with
dog teams in the winter. There’s a
picture in my album in there about
the dog team coming up the track
bere in the winter because the road
wouldn’t stay open. So when it was
closed we went by dog team and
I'd come up the railroad track
because there wasn't any trains -
ane a day |?] so we didn’t get in

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:
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trouble with the railroad.
Sometimes only on¢ in a couple of
days, so we used the railroad track:
quite a bit and nobody objecied to
it. Running the dog teams up that
was a much better way than
coming up the road in the winter.

When you were driving the taxi,
who were your main customers,
the miners?

The miners, yeb. Yeb, they'd come
down and get drunk and all kicked
out of shape and bad to get back

io work.

Waould you take them all the way
up to the mines up on the ridge?

Neo, just as far as the camp, as far
as #t could go. Yau couldn’t get up
there, You couldn’t get any further
than the store dowen there. I'd let
them out at the store.

Wonld vou ever do any business at
the store up theresd

Ob, ves. I used to buy things
there. It was cheaper up bere.
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They didn’t object to that, they'd
sell to everybody.

And you didn’t bave ta use the
scrip?

No, they took cash. We used to
come ont bere for the movies quite
a bit. We wsed to bave movies in
McCarthy years ago when the
pipeline was running bere, That

shut down in 1918, Motberlode

pipeline. Then we didn't bave any
movies anymore down bere so we
bad to come up bere to the movies
and see Tom Mix and Rin Tin Tin
and Reginald |?) and all those old
time movies.

Was there usually 4 good crowd for
the movies?

Oh yeb, a full bouse most of the
time, not from McCarthy but from
the camp bere. But we'd come up.

Anything else you wordd like to
say, particularly in relationship to
McCarthy and Kennecott?

Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

No, I can’t really tell you much
more about it than that, other than
it was an inferesting thing. We
wasn’t bored, didn’t bave any
trouble with having to smoke pot
or shvot cocaine or anything like
that to keep entertained. Even
though McCarthy was |?] as a
gambling, bootlegging,
whorebouse town, it never dawned
on me to followe that 7). (7] i
running a respectable business
most of my life, I bad no interest
in it. 1 had seen that other and |?)
and | knew there was money in it,
but I wasn't interested in moncy so
much as I was interested in doing
what I like to do.

Did you know many of the people
that are bere at this reunion when
you were a child?

Oh yes, guite a number of them.
Quite a number that 1 badn't seen
since they left bere and I left bere.
[ haven't seen them since that
time. Didn’t even know where
they lived, didn’t even know they
were around yet.
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Do any of them stand our
particularly in your memoryé Any
of them that p.r*rbaps you worked
with?

Ob yeb, Oscar. Oscar Watsjold,
the big fellow bere that had the
store. They came over from
Norsway and they went to school in
McCarthy and they couldn’t speak
English at that nme. They learned

Nizina over the Chiting River. So
we bad quite a bit of associations
together and |?). Of course I'oe
seen him a number of times since
because be’s been living in Seward
and be bad a brother, jﬂbﬂ, that
lived in Anchorage. He still bas a
brother, Jobn, that lives in
Anchorage I sbould say.

English and went to school at the
same time. Watsfold and I worked
tagether at the road commission
camp, butlding the roud from the

Fovis:

Nizina River Bridyge.

When you were working for the
road commission on the Nirina
road, did yox bave anytbing to do
with building the bridge?



Seltenreich:
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No, that was built in 1924 and |
was a little young for working [?],
except we did have some business
with them, my folks did, from the
viewpoint that when they put those
concrete piers in, they bad trouble
finding enough gravel and sand
that was pure enough to make
substantial concrete. All that stuff
down in the river bas got too much
mica in it and that weakens the
concrete. So up there on the
bomestead, right next to the bouse
where they lived, there was a bank
there of sand and it was pure
sand. So they came out there with
their wagons and they bauled the
sand from there down to the camp
where they were putting the piers
in for the spans that went across
the river. So I bad business with
them in that regard and my dad
worked for them running the
steam bars for the power grinder.
So be warked on there and I used
to go down there and get a good
meal once in a while. I was always
welcome down there. They had a
nice camp down there. It was only
a mile walk from where we lived up
there on the homestead down to
where they camped,

Hovis:
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Where was the camp? On which
side of the river?

It was on this side, on the
McCarthy side. It was right down
- are you familiar with - you see
that building built out of planks
that's down there?

Yes,

That’s onrs. We built that. My
dad built that off planks that came
off of the first bridge that was put
in the Nizina upriver from that
bridge. They put in a bridge there
that lasted one season and the
river wasbed it out and those
planks were scattered from bere 1o
breakfast all over the (3] and they
took the borses down and drug
them wp and built that building
ont of them.

Was the earlier bridge closer to
May Creeks

Yeb. It was practically directly
across from May Creck, It was
across from where that road goes
down to the river, It was an old
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wagon road they used to use to
freight on years ago. They wounld
cross the river down there by a
place called Shorty Grimm’s
homestead. It was upriver from
our bomestead. That's where the
bridge went across, just above bis
place that bridge went across. It
was all piling and, of course, when
bigh water came that was the end
of it.

Was there a road house at May
Creek at that time?

Yeb.
Did you know the people there?

Yeb. Jenny Brown took care of
that road bouse. Tess Murray
married Jenny Brown. Tess
Holmes. I don't know what ber
maiden name was. I remember
ber by Mrs. Brown at first, then
she married Murray and then it
was Mrs. Murray and then after
Murray died she married Walter
Holmes. So I knew ber ever since
- well, I guess since I've been [3].

Howvis:
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Where was the road bouse?
Anywbere near where Al Gagnon
bas bis place?

Yeb. Just upstream from Al
Gagnon's place. Practically on the
same level. Well just - the road
from the airport run down to bis
place, dotwon to that - no, it was
further down - (?] a fellosw there -
Walter Holmes bad bis place - yeb,
I guess Gagnon bought Walter
Holmes' place there. But the road
bouse was [arther down the bit. It
was on that same bit but it was
farther down towards the river.
They bad a fine road house down
there. A nice building.

A log building?

Yeb, I think it was log. I'm sure it
must bave been log.

Two stortes?

Two story, yeb, Rooms upstairs,
bad a borse barn. You knotw, in
those days every place had a horse
barn, becanse everybody bad
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borses. You bad to bave a place
for the borses to stay. I've been
there quite a few times.

Perbaps you can belp me with a
few other little bits of information
on the May Creek area. Was the
mail cabin always where it is now,
down there on the - | guess it's the
east end of the runway, or the
south ends

Ob na, there was no runway, That
runway was built in - Oscar and
Leonard Brenwick, tswo kids I went
to school with, Leonard died since
- they were working for the road
commission, that’s after 1 left, it
must have been in '39, 37, they
budle that runway. There was no
mail boxes of any kind in those
days. They didn’t have mail
boxes, [ don’t know what they [2).
So the road bouse theve and the
ane at Spruce Point and then it
went over the summit oy the White
River, the next road bouse i,

They bad them about every 20
miles.

Hovis:
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Was there a road bouse on Peavine
Bar going up the Chitistones

No. The only thing that was on
Peavine Bar - let’s see, when the
Bremner Mining Company started
freighting - you should talk to Fred
about that, be [reighted in there
with the tractors in [ think as late
as "37, 38 maybe, over that road
that crossed from Nizina to the
Chitina and then to the [iggs Bar.
Jiggs Bar, that’s where it was. 1
think they crossed at figgs Bar,
yeby, they did. They crossed down
there and then went up the other
side after [2].

Did you ever go up to Chititu
camp and Nizina up on Chititu
Creek?

Yeb. I've been to Chititae. I was
pretty good friends with Charlie
Kramer, the guy that owned it
Used to go out and visit bim once
in a while, maybe once in the
summer, couple of times during
the summer. Canse I'd be driving
out there bauling freight. 1 did
that to. 1 ran, you know, the
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Hovis:

Sehtenreich:

Model-T trucks. I used to drive
one out there. The guy that bad
the Golden Hotel [in McCarthy],
be bad a taxi/truck service. 1
used to drive bis Model-T truck
and once in a while I'd make a trip
out there with some of the freight.
We didn’t go right up to Chititu at
that time, we stopped short of
there and they came down with the
borses. They always used borses
to come down and pick up thetr
freight. Sometimes | would ride
up on the borses just to bave lunch
with them. If there was a free
meal around I'd want to get in on
it.

Howvis:

Did you know, I think it was
George Powell's father? And be
mined wp there on Rex Creek?

Yeb. But I'm not sure what creek
be mined on, whether it was Rex
Creek or - I guess it was Rex
Creek. I guess where be bad bis
mine. He got killed in a cave-in
there. Yeb, I knew bim, be bad a
blacksmith shop. He bad that
blacksmith shop down there right
across the street from the

Seltenreich:

Motberlode power bouse. And, of
course, | got involved in that too.
At least be would let me turn the
crank at the forge [?] borseshoes
(2. [3] in the blacksmith shop. I
used to work in that blacksmith
shop on and off doing little chores
for myself. He bad equipment
there that I could wse, drill presses
and things like that for drilling
boles. I didn't do muchk borse
shoeing but I got involved 2] and
I knote bow to do it anyway, Got
involved that much.

Hoswo about Shushanna [Chisina],
were you up there any?

No, never went to Shusbanna,
other than later years I've gone in
there quite a bit off and on. 1
went over to the [?] when Steve
Bremner and his brother were
staking the ground ont, I walked
over there with them one time,
Went doun to Long Lake on the
section speeder and then I went
dotwn to the nver « a fellow by the
name of Bill Berry, be was a pretty
good [riend of mine that ran boats.
And be bad a boat in theve that
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Hovis:

Seltenreich:

would cross the river, the Chitina
River. We took the boat across and
then walked up to the Bremner
mine, it was staked, and I belped
them stake some claims up there at
the site of the Bremner mine.

Staking up on the mountainside
must bave been touchy business. Hovis:

Naw, it wasn't, It wasn’t very

steep there. We piled up Seltenreich:

monuments, put up rocks for
monuments and stuff. 1 was up
there about four or five days with
them one time. And then I
learned later - then 1 said, “what
the bell ever bappened to my
Chevrolet car?” “Well,” someone
said, "they sent it over to the
Bremuer.” They bad taken it over
there. And then in one of my
Chevrolets - | bad two Chevrolets, Hovis:
actually, 1 had tzvo Chevrolets and

I rebuilt the engine on one of Seltenreich:

them. I made a super, super

engine out of it. I put aluminum Hovis:
alloy pistons in it and spent the

winter working on it. I says, what

the hell ever bappened to my Seltenreich:

Chevrolet engine. Well, someone

says they're running the tram with
it over at the Bremner mine, that's
the last we've seen of it. So I
guess that's what happened to my
Cheurolet car, my Chevrolet
engine, it ended wp over at the
Bremner mine,

There’s an old Chevrolet up at
Calamity Guleh too. Up off [2].

Ob, I bet that - see, my brother,
Ted, my older brother, him and a
fellow by the name of [Clock?]
put in a bydraulic system up there,
up on Calamity. That was after |
left bere. 1'd been gone a long
time and that was 38 maybe 39
they was doing that. And I bet
that’s my Chevy. Is there a whole
car up theref

Whole car up there.
Is it a pickup?

It’s a pickup and its got cleats on
the back tires.

Well, they might have put those on
it 1o get wp there. Bul that'’s my
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Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Chevrolet pickup, That's where
my other pickup went. I think that
was a 1919 model. It was a 490
instead of a Superior. One of
them was a Superior. That was a
deluxe model that bad a California
top on it. One of those that was a
tonring car that was converted to a
sedan by putting side windows,
permanent side windows in that
inside curtains. And then that 490
madel, that was a cheap model.
That other is the pickup I bad. It
was an older model than the car 1
bad. That’s where they went to,
I'll be darned.

There’s quite a bit of |?) up there.

Well, I thought if I went up there
I’d bave a car to run around in. So
anyway, they mined one season. It
took them three years to get that
setup going up there and they
must bave put in quite a bit of
equipment up there. ‘Cause they
got it all built up and they mined
one season and I think they took
out - 1 figure probably about a
couple of bundred dollars. They
cleaned up a couple bundred

Hovis:

Seltenreich:

dollars. So then my brother [Ted)
came over to Fairbanks. | was in
Fairbanks at that time and that was
in the '40s, probably 1940 1 guess.
He drove a Model-A over there
that be bad bere. I don’t know if
it was a Model-A pickup or a
Model-A car, I can’t remember
what it was. Then be went to work
as @ mechanic for Pan American.
‘Canse I was a superintendent so it
wasn't bard for bim to get a job.

That swonld belp, yes.

So be got a job as a mechanic for
Pan American. And Fred worked
for Pan American too, for a year,
until be got in a row with the
superintendent and said the bell
with you and left. | was telling
about Ted was working in there
(inaudible). [ told bim abomt Ted
[2] for the girls on the line so they
corld (inandible) and all that sort
of thing (inaudible), Well anyway,
Ted worked for Pan American, my
older brother, and then he worked
as a mechanic and then be twas
substituting as a plug mechanic,
We used to put plug mechanics on



Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich, F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F;

Seltenreich:

the airplanes to Nome becanse
they didn't bave any maintenance
people based at Nome. So be was
on there as a temporary plug
mechanic. That was in 42, wasn'’t
i? Was it 427 They were coming
out of Nome in a white out
condition and they ran into the top
of @ mountain and he got killed on
that flight. Everybody got killed
on that. It was a Pilgrim, they was
flying a Pilgrim [?). What was I
starting to says

We were talking about Chititu, but
(7]

(Inaudible) be said that Chevrolet
pickup of mine was up there.

[Fred Seltenreich, Bud's brother,
joins the conversation]. [ thought
it was over [?).

Well, they was using 7] too.

[?] been there because they bad it
up on the bill there and [?),

They said the engine was, they
used it on the tram.

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich, F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich, F;

Interview with Bud Seltenreich

Yeb, we put the engine and nsed it
on the tram from the - where the
tram come down,

Ob, you did.

Yeb, and then run over to the
miller, It was about a couple
thousand feet.

[?] used my engine?

I didn’t use it. You got to get a
bold of Lee Kramer or - but you
got to leave this world before you
see them.

Well, U'll take it up with them later.

Yeb, when you get up there. But
you're not going up there, you're
going down that way with the rest
of the people. [inaudible] just like
the other day, some guy twas
talking to me an I says ob, yeb, I'm
a well [?]. be said, botw deep do
vou go and I said well, the swell is
73 fect deep with 30 feet of dry [?
and 30 [eet of clay and they bit
anather gravel bunch and was
doton there about 30 to 40 feet in
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Seltenreich, F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

It's the pickup.
That’s the pickup I used to baul

water with.

And I don’t know [?] engine. Any
Model-T engine, if they bad
anotber Model-T engine.

Ob, sure. There were several
around,

Abaont the only thing I'm missing
on thar 7).

I'd love to give you that back if
you want i,

I think what’s bis name claims i,
Edwards.

Edwardst What bas be ever got up
theres

He said be restaked it when it ran
out and no 2] was on it. 1
understand that be owns it. In
fact, [?] sent bis boy up there [?).

Ob, I see. Ob, is that so.

Seltenreich,F:

Hovis:

Seltenreich,F:

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,I;

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F;

Seltenreich:

But nowadays, of course, I don't
think (] is doing anything. [?]
signing the papers down in the 7],

I think that's what is bappening.

Unless you catch bim at it, bow are
you gonna prove it? You have to
catch bim to prove it. But anyway,
that's a long walk up there |Z].

They baul it down from there by
belicopter, probably.

I been trying to talk Joe into |?] be
can't get away anymore. When be
bad lots of time to get away he
didn’t bave the belicopter and now
he’s got the helicopter and be can’t
in no way bave time to wse it. And
be is gotng to fly over the Bremner
one day and take a look at that
Junk there too.

Well, swho owns that Bremner

stuff?

Some guy with BIM claims be
owns il.

Does the Park Service own it?
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Hovis:

Seltenreich, I

Seltenreich:

Seltenreich,F:

No.

I was in Chitina one time and the
guy fmm BIM come in there and

bired Art Knutson to fly over in the
Super Cub and I talked to him and

be said that be owned it, be bad

stock in it - and some way he went

through the courts and got it and
be otwns it

Ob, yeh, You've got stock in it too,

My wife thought she married a
very wealthy man caunse I bad a
sidtcase full of beautiful stocks

certificates. 1 bad this for three or

four years and she said well, what
are you going to do with all that
stock in the suitcase? And I said
well, it's worthless, Oh, | thought

Seltenreich:

Hovis:
Seltenreich:
Hovis:
Seltenreich:
Seltenreich,F:
Hovis:
Seltenreich,F:

Howvis:

you were wealthy, she says. So sbe
burned it and [ could have made
money by selling it. (inaudible)
my maother bad some of it too, and
I don’t know what bappened to
that.

I think I have 13 shares or
something, Stock certificates.

That is something.

Where are you based?

I'm based in Anchorage.

Ob, are yous Ob, I see.

You're with the Park Service?
Yes, I am.

Been with it long?

I've worked for them during the
summers for the last five years
then decided [?] to keep me on in
the winter notw. I'm not a

permanent employee, I'm a
seasonal.



Seltenreich,F:
Hovis:

Seltenreich:

Hovis:
Seltenreich:

Hovis:

Is thar machine on theres
Yes it 1s.

At one time in your life yon made
an bonest living, bub?

For 15 years | worked in the mines.

Where?

In British Columbia.

Interview with Bud Seltenreich
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(GEORGE SULLIVAN

tnerowew canehaned by Loga W, Hovn
Manpnal Park Seraee

Rennecom, Alado
| [T L
Tape ¥l
Sido 41
Hovis: Just for the record, your name?
Hovis:
Sullivan: George Sullivan.
Sullivan:
Hovis: Your age?
Sullivan: U'mt 68 years old.
Hovis: And you soere born?
Sullivan; In Portland, Oregon, Hovis:
Hovis: Portland, Oregon. How did you
come to Alaska, George?
Sullivan: I came back when I was six weeks Sullivan:

old. My family was at Valdez. My
mother bad gone out because her
maother was not well in Portland

and there was no doctor in Valdez
at that time and she was about
eight months along and she taok
the steamship out. It took about
five and a half days to get to
Seattle and then the train on down
ta Portland.

You bave family in Portland?

No, I don’t have. My grandmother
was there at the time, back in 1922
and, as I say, I came back. I was
about six or seven weeks old. We
came back up on the boat. 1 don’t
bardly remember the trip.

Ob, I wouldn’t swonder at it. You
mentioned earlier that you worked
bere ar Kennecott when you swere a
young man,

Yeb, | was 15 years old, came up
here in 1937 and worked for the
summer up in the tram. It was an
interesting job but you worked 10



Hovis:

Sullivan:

bours a day, seven days a week.
Needless to say, when I went back
bome in the fall, back to Valdez, I
was in prerty good shape.

When you say you worked at the
tram, there are several places along
there, you wworked at the top of the
mill butlding?

I worked at the top of the mill
building, yeb. We bad ore buckets
come one every 52 seconds and
there were abowt 750 pounds of
ore in each bucket and you caught
it as it came in and practically ran
over to the grizzly and you
dumped it down the grizzly and
that was the process starting into
the mill for grinding up the
copper. I swas telling someone
earlier today that on a day like
today, when it was wet, the great
big mallet there - I don’t know, the
thing must bave weighed about
eight pounds - and you bad 10
pound the bucket about three or
four times with that big mallet
because the ore was being beld in
there towards the bottom, about a
third of it wonld be there, and you

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Interview with George Sullivan

bad to pound that loose and then
you took it over and put it back on
a cable and send it omt, that was
one end of the building, you bad
to run back and by then anotber
bucket was therve. So you did that

all day long.

Were the buckets unhooked from
the traction cable antomatically?

Yes, when they came off, they
came on to a rail. You took them
across on the rail, then when you
took them back on again you bad
to insert them into the cable in
order to get them going back up.
It wasn’t much of a trick but you
had to kind of catch on to the
idea. I had a little trouble at first
but I guess everybody did. In fact,
I remember one day the fellow
who was shift foreman for me was
Oscar Watsjold, be’s bere today
too, and be - when you went to tip
the bucket, you would take the
latch off it and you'd give it a little
bit of a swing to the left and then a
beavy ane to the right to dwmp it.
Well, about the third day I was
there, I lost control of it to the left

289



290

KinnecOrrKns

and it dumped all the ore on to the
floor of the deck und not down the
grizzly on the right band side
where it should bave gone and of
course be bad to come out of the
fareman shack and I bad to then
take the bucket back out again
because you bad to keep the tram
going, He was shoveling it down
the grizzly and cursing and
mumbling at me under bis breath
all that time, Yeb, I remember
another day I was working there
that it was a wet day like today and
I stimbled and fell down into the
grizzly and the grizzly bad great
big buge teeth that toak this ore
and ground it up as it started
down the process. T just bappened
to catch - if I'd gone in there, of
course it would bave chéwed me
up in just a few seconds - but I
bappened to catch the edge of the
grizzly timbers and was banging
there, and of course by this time
the buckets were starting to come
int and nobody was stopping them
and this Oscar came running ot
and well, be couldn't see me, you
know. Of course, be didn’t know
where I'd gone and the buckets

Hovis:

sullivan:

were everywhere and I'm trying o
pull myself up off + this heavy
metal is wet and slippery and
finally got back up and of conrse
he was mad, but be was kind of
scared for me and I was scared o
death. That was quite a thrill,

Did be just put you right back to
works

Yeb, ob yeb. That was your fault,
I had stumbled on my own. In
fact, I remember you just didn't
get any time off at all. He'd come
out, you know, if you had to go to
the bathroom real bad. We went to
work at 7:00 in the morning. We
worked till noon, then we bad a
half bour break for lunch and we
wwere back to woork at 12:30 and
worked till $:30 and yow'd get
maybe one 10 minute break to go
to the bathrovm during the day
and that was it. Then you'd go
down after work and - 1 stayed in
the upper bunkbouse there, |
roomed with another fellow and by
the time you had dinner and
everything, get ready for bed,
canse you were up about 5:30 in



the morning, and get going again.
But every day, you knoto, you were
doing that so...

Was the food good?

It was good, yeb. It was a good
camp bere, a good camp. [
remember one thing that always
strcks in my mind. I knew some of
the miners, they bad been around
Valdez. Valdez bad a lot of bard
rock gold mines and some of those
fellows were up there working. I
can remember seeing miners come
out of Erie or Jumbo, those were
the names of the mines. Thevd
go down to the lower bunkbouse,
they used to have some poker
games there. And Pve seen guys
go in there - vause I would see
them when they'd come in. I'd
catch them - they'd come down on
a low bucket, about balf full, and
they'd ride down. They'd go in
there and they'd maybe play poker
for three or four days straight, day
and night, lase everything they
bad. They maybe wwere up at the
mine for 12 or 14 months, badn’t
cven been down to this camp, lose

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Interview with George Sullivan

all their money gambling and turn
right around and go back to the
mine. [t was a pretty short and
expensive boliday. And some of
them that didn't do that would go
to McCarthy and stay there [ive or
six days and spend all their money
in McCarthy on the girls and a
little boozing and maybe they were
beading outside. They'd never
even get to Chitina, they'd never
even get to Cordova, you know.
But they made big money, the
miners did. They worked by
contract up there. They'd make 10
or 12 dollars a day, which back in
the '30s was a lot of money. So
they’d come out of there - they'd
been up there a year, you know,
and they'd be rolling in pretty
good dough.

And cabin fever or snake eater or
whatever you want to call it

Right, right.

Were miners normally in the lower
camp bere?
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Interview with George Sullivan ———

“I can remember seeing miners come out
of Erie or Jumbo (mines). ...they’d come
down on a low bucket, about balf full,

-_ and they’d ride down (to the lower
Fig| bunkhbouse). They'd go in there and
twey’d maybe play poker for three or four
days straight, day and night, lose everything they

had. They maybe were up at the mine for 12 or 14
months, hadn’t even been down to this camp, lose
all their money gambling and turn right around and

go back to the mine. It was a pretty short and
expensive holiday.”

GeORGE SULLIVAN
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Hovis:

Sullivan:
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No, they were all up in the mines
and, yon know, they would come
down. Like on the Fourth of July
they'd bave a big celebration, bave
baseball games, races and all those
kinds of things would take place.
They participated in that and, you
know, they could come down every
six months and go to McCarthy or
go on into Cordova, go on ontside
if they wanted to. They'd catch
the boat ot of Cordova for Seattle
and they were down there in five
days and spend a couple of weeks
and back up bere.

Hosw did you get your job bere?

My brotberin-law was the
timekeeper berve in the office and
be and my sister bad been bere for
a couple of years, working and I
was looking for a job for the
summer and be wrote and said be
was sure be could get me on up
bere, I was talking to a fellow last
night named Frank Morris and
Frank is about three years older
than I am, [ said to bim last night,
“Why didn’t you work at the
mine,” He said, I wasn't old

Hovis:

Sullivan:

enough,” and I said, “well you're
older than me," and be said, “I
never knew this.” He said, “there
was « lot of talk around camp
because yon were working bere.” 1
said, “what do you means” He
said, “well you were so young.”

I was abowt 180 poynds [then], I'm
beavier than that now, but I was in
pretty good shape for that age.
“But,” be |Frank Morris] said,

“the comments were that well, you
look busky enough, If you can
bandle a job they let you go abead
and do it.” And evidently I did. 1
never knew that I was part of the
gossip of the community till last
night after 53 years. It was lough
work but it was good for you.

Was there any sort of social life
that was around the camp?

Ob, there was. They played cards
and pool and that kind of thing. I
played a little bit of baseball but
really didn’t bave much time to do
anything. The fellow 1 roomed
with - bis dad used to be the bead
of the mine, a fellow by the name
of Presley - David was here



working for the summer, He was
gonna go o the University of
Washington that fall and be was on
the opposite shift from me. He'd
come in about 2:30 - 3:00 in the
morning and invariably we, you
know, in the same room, be'd wake
me up and then we'd sit there and
talk and then I'd fall back to sleep
and then when I was suppose to
be up at 5:30 I'd bave a bard time
deing it. But, you knaw, by the
time you finish working and
cleaned np and ate and maybe
read a little bit or wrote « letter or
something and walked down to the
store - they bad the store down
bere and you bought everything -
you’d buy a $10.00 or $20.00 book
of scrip which was used to make
purchases at the store, They
didn’t take cash. At the end of the
month they would deduct from
your paycheck the amownt of scrip
books you bought.. And you used
scrip if you wanted to buy candy,
cigarettes, whatever you wanted to
buy, some pop or ice cream. P'd
walk down there, you know,
accasionally after dinner, But it
Just seemed like the time went so

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Interview with George Sullivan —————

fast. You were no sooner in bed
and you're back wp chasing
buckets again.

How long did you do it for?

For the summer. | was there for
three or four months I guess, fram
late May wuntil the first part of
September.

Was there any sort of phbysical
examination?

No, none at all, none at all. Well,
that’s odd too that you ask that,
because I don’t recall taking one
although there was a doctor and a
bospital and nurses and
cverything. But, of course
needless to say, there was no child
labor and that's true. 1 don’t recall
taking one.

Did you ever go into the bospilal
[2].

Na, no, not at all. No, the only
goof up I ever had was this Presley
coming in like be did in the
morning - be bad been bere nine
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or ten days working and this one
maorning | bad fallen back to sleep
again. I didn’t wake up and the
night shift foreman came in the
room and said swwbat’s the matter,
can’t you take it. And, you knotw, 1
woke right up and said what are
you talking about, be said - they
thought I'd petered out. [ said oh
God, I just didn’t wake up. I ran
all the way up to the top, no
breakfast or anything, you knotw,
and went right to work and, of
course, Oscar was shift foreman
and be was grumbling at me all
day long cause he bad to catch the
buckets till 1 showed up.

Okay. While you were catching the
buckets, what did Oscar normally
do?

Just kind of kept track up and
dowen the line, made sure the cable
was in good shape. This Morris’
father, Jack Morris, and bis uncle,
Dan Morris, were in charge of all
the cable and the trams and
cverything and I went up a couple
of times and worked out of the
mine, up by the Jumbo mine, and

Sullivan:

we were supposed to go down and
do a bunch of splicing one day
and I'm not a real great fan of
beights and it was a rainy day like
today was, with poxring down rain,
and we waited and waited. In fact,
we overnighted at the mine up
there, stayed there and then the
next day it was still powring down
rain and Jack said ob, the bell with
it, you go on back down and chase
buckets again and I was very
relieved. This splicing you know,
you can go up there a couple
thousand feet and you're just
banging on to a bucket that swings
and sways. So, I was kind of glad
to return to lower camp.

I've walked the Jumbao tram line
and I think I know what you mean.

You know what I'm talking about.
People riding down used to take
copper and throw it down trying to
bit the rabbits. There used 1o be a
lar of rabbits down there.



Sanford Sjogren

Interview with George Sullivan —————

drilling at the Bonanza mine.
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Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan;

What was it like staying up at the
mine for those couple of days?

It was all right, yeb. In fact, | saw
twao or three guys I knew, Egan
Petrokoff and fobnny, ok gosh,
what was Jobnny's last name.
There were several of them that

qwere old Valdez hard rock miners,

There is a lot of gold mining out
of Valdez. There were a couple of
- Mike Sullivan svas the mine
superintendent, but he was no
relation. But be knew my dad,
who was Harvey Sullivan. My dad
was a U.S. Marshal for the whole
Third Division. In those days, that
was the only kind of the law up
bere. It was territorial days and
there weren't any state police or
anything like that,

That was a question that occurred
ro me wo. Was there any sort of
police force or company police to
bandle small crimes or anything in
the camp?

No. They bad a Commissioner at
MeCarthy and they had a Marshal
at Chitina, a Deputy Marshal. In

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

fact, my uncle, Howard Conrad,
was at Chitina for a while. He was
mostly in Latouche as a Marshal.
There weren’t any right in the
mining avea that I know of.

Do you remember any occasions
when you might have been in need
for one?

No. Very little drinking took place
in propertes here. You know, they
might bave a drink in their own
cottage and that type of thing but
they'd go to McCarthy to do their
partying and everythbing. They
probably had a special deputy in
McCartby, I don’t vemember, I
wasn’t drinking or anything in
those days. 1 know they bad a
Commissioner there, a [fellow name
of Chamberlain was Commissioner
there for a long time, Alan
Chamberlain.

How much did they pay you, do
you remember?

Somebody asked me that last night
and I dont remember the honrly
wage, but it seemed like it was



Howvis:

Sullivan:

probably around 70 cents. I
remember my checks would be
about, well, they conld be
anywbere from about 108 to abowt
112 dollars for the month. But see,
they took room and board out of
that and then they took what little
purchases § made at the stare ont
of that. So, I conld bave been
making, I dont know, 130 to 135 a
month.

So, basically you sworked and slept Hovis:

and talked 1o a few people and that
was il.

Sullivan:

Yeh. Well, my sister and brother-
in-law were bere. I'd go up to see
them and then Ida and Rubin
Jobnson were bere. I knew them
and the Morrises, Jack Morris and
Frank. So, yox knosw, I'd go by
and my two nieces were bere.
They were just one and three years
old. So I'd visit with them and I'd
go down to the rec ball or go down
and shoot a little pool and played a
little baseball. But the time just

seemed to fly really. Well, you Hovis:

know, if you got off at 5:30 - by the
time you washed up and - by the

Interview with George Sullivan

time you got down there it would
be 6:00, washed up, it was 6:30, you
went and ate, yor know, it was
probably 7:30 or a quarter 1o eight.
Well, you're gonna be getting up at
5:30 in the morning - you're
probably in bed by 9:30 or 10:00.
But I was still building muscles in
those days, you know, at that age |
was - eight bours of sleep 1
needed,

Did you ever work in any other
mines after you left here?d

Well, 1 worked down ont - well, ont
of Valdez I did in "39. [ got on
Gold Stream and that was fust this
side of Cliff Mine in Valdez. 1
worked down there with Roy
Dieringer and Jack Cook. It was a
badly misnomered stream, Gold
Stream, because there was no gold
in it. We got some colors and
worked owr tasls off but - Gold
Creek was what they called 1t
rather than Gold Stream.

What did you do there?
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Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Ran a cat, a linle cat, a little cleat
track we bad doswen there, ob, just
did everytbing that you do around
a place like that.

It was a placer operation?

Yeb. Jack Caok bad mined wp in
the Rough and Tough Mines. His
father bad hard rock mines around
there and Jack bad worked ot at
Platinum down in Goodnews Bay
and also worked up arownd
Fairbanks but be was a very
experienced miner and be always
felt that gold very likely could bave
leaked out of and come down
Gald Creek into the water. And we
got down to bedrock and
everything, but boy, there wasn’t
any gold, well, there was a little bit
of gold. I don’t think - I got about
120 & month and I guess be maybe
took the same out for bimself and
paid for the expenses and if he
bad, after the season, 500 dollars,
be bad a lot of money. I don’t
think be even bad that amount. It
was too bad becanse they were
really hopeful that they wonld find
something. I had an uncle that

mined up ont of Nome in the -
well, my dad and four of the
brothers came up in the gold rush.
They came up through the
Chilkoot and all that and they had
mined all over Alaska and then this
one, uncle Joe Sullivan, went up
out of Bluff, ont of Nome and
went in there in February and did
it for several years, took great big
blocks of ice out of the bay and
then they drag lined stiff legged
the dirt from there to the shore
and worked it, the Bluff River bad
run all this gold down in there and
be just became very wealthy. He
and bis son and their family
worked it. Sullivan and Crabtree
was the name of the company and
it did very, very well. My wife’s
family, of course, she was raised in
Fairbanks, out on Fairbanks Creek,
They were all miners. In fact, our
nephew, Jobn Cook, still mines up
on Fairbanks Creek. Farl
Beistline, former Dean of Mines at
the University of Alaska, be'd take
peaple out ta Cook’s place ‘cause
he thaught that was a good
example of mining. He put in all
the right ponds qnd did all the



Sullivan:

right things, you know, that’s
required these days.

When you were bere, wonld you
describe Kennecotl as a bappy
place to work?

Ob, yeb. Well, you know, I worked
with the Road Commission in thetr
camps, also on the start of the
Alcan Highway and was dowon in
the Aleutians in World War 11, as |
mentioned. You knoww, most places
are a bappy camp and I've noticed
though, sometimes a guy will come
in that's just trouble and pretty
soon he’s complaining about the
food and then a few guys will say
the food isn't any good or
something like that [?] and really
the food is good. The people bere
they worked bard, you know, bard
working people and they didn't
bave time to worry and complain
if it was ¢ company operation. But
1 think they trear their employees
very fair and provide year around
work for them. Those that worked
in the offices or bad positions, it
was an excellent job for them.
They bad their cottages and their

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Interview with George Sullivan

families. Those that didn’t, you
knotw, they'd get leave to leave
when they wanted to and they
always seemed to be welcome back
if they were balfway decent
workers, Didn't want any trouble
makers around. Of course, you
know, there were a lot of people in
those days wbo were bappy 1o bave
a job, things weren't too good and
you like to eat. You get up there
quite a bit you say?

I do.

I beard you talking to Oscar about
the fishing [?), Are you going to
try another lake?

Did you ever get a chance to get
ont on the glacier?

Did yes, ub bub. | went out there
one Sunday evening. In fact, it
was just a beautiful night. Several
of ws hiked up on the river and |
was just saying that one of the
things I really noticed twas the fact
that the glacier bas receded. Well, I
baven’t been in there in 53 years
and I was talking to someone
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that’s in the group bere and ke
badn’t been bere for 15 years and
they really noticed it.  Fifty-three
years, it just seems like it's just
impossible. It was the same thing
in Valdez. You know, the Valdez
glacier used to come right, I think,
Jairly close to town, yon know,
maybe about a mile and a balf
away and now you can’t even see
the thing. It's gone up back
around the arm there in Valdez.

I guess about the only thing 1 bave
to ask is if there is anything you
wounld like to say about Kennecott.

All I knowe is it'’s fine to be back

and P’'m surprised some portions

of it bave deteriorated badly but

other portions baven't, which

surprised me, except that, you

know, it's 53 years and some

vandalism, of course, bas taken

place and deterioration just from

the weather that takes place.

When they built this place « you Hovis:
look at the mill and the timbers
and everything and the way they
put them in and the strong
supports. They butlt it to stay and

Sullivan:

last and it certainly bas for a long
time. The same thing in Latouche
though. Of course, they built the
properties in Latouche and they
built them the same way. The
cabins are all gone there, they tare
those down. I have a pictire of
Latouche at home - a big long one,
like this, and it shows all the
houses all the way across the water
there. They bad bouses around
the arm there, beantiful setting,
right on the Latouche Bay. But
they butlt good camps. Of course
they invested beavily, they made
good money and it was a great
thing for the, you know, they
owned the steamship company
and they bad a back baul of
salmon and copper and a front
banl of passengers and, of conrse,
groceries and clothing and
everything that we brought north,
bialding materials and all those
things that bad to come north,

And you moved in on the ratlroad
when you came in, I presume.

Yes, I took the boat from Valdez to
Cordova and bad to wait about two



Hovis:

Sullivan:

Howvis:

Sullivan:

days for the train. I stayed with a
family in Cordova, the Lydick
family and got the train and came
on up. It was quite an experience.

Would you come back bere again?

I don’t knosw, 1 really don't. 1 may.
I've been going to come up bere
for a long time and, of course, the
opportunity arose and it scemed
like a great idea to come back bere.

Did you keep in touch with any
people who worked bere befored

Oscar Watsjold occasionally and
Frank Morris about the same - ob,
and Phil Holdsworth, But I've
gotten same names of people. In
fact, about three montbs ago 1 was
going through a few old pictures. 1
lost a lot when onr home burned
up in Nenana. We lived there
years ago. | was a Federal Marshal
there back in the forties and early
fifties and we lost a lot of pictures
but I saw one - there was a girl
bere, ber name was Mary Ellen
Duggan. Her dad was in charge
of the mill and stuff and so we

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Interview with George Sullivan

bad the Duggan family, the Presley
family and the Sullivan family all in
our yard in Valdez. | saw this
picture about three years ago and
I'm gonna see if I can’t get sume
pictures made. She gave me Jean
Presley’s address so I'll send her
one and I'm gonna send Mary
Ellen one to ber and ber sister,
Jean. It bas ber mother and dad
and everything in it, you know. So
at least - and it’s been nice to talk
to a lot of people and former
employees. ‘Course I see them
occasionally,

I thank you very much.
You're welcome.

These tapes we make will be
deposited in the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks for access by the
public. Any photograpbs that
peaple brought we will be making
copies of them and 1 believe the
local musexm - I'm not sure of
this, but I think the local muscum
will get copies of the photographs.
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Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

306

Yeh, they said this morning that
probably they will not be able 1o
do it now but they could write
back up for it and get their [?].

Ob, that's good.

Yeh, there is a lot of memories
going on around bere. See, I don't
know so many of the pictures that
they bave down there becanse
these kids that grew up bere, of
course, they all went to school
togetber and they all remember
one another. Well, | was just bere
for the summer, you know. Some
of them remember my braother-in-
law and my sister. In fact, the
Jensen girl [Inger Jensen Ricci],
she remembered me, she said,
when I worked here that summer.
Evidemtly they were talking about
me from what 1 beard,

Maybe you were a strapping young
lad and a possible eligible
bachelor.

Well, not at 15 I don’t think.

That may be the cause for the
gossiping - ob, be’s too young.

Sullivan;

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sallivan:

He's too young, That's right. Yeb,
in fact in the bathroom theres a
sign in there about Cremal(?] for
vour bair, and the ad is in ‘38 and
in 38 I bad as much bair as you
have. [ was sitting an the john this
morning and I was thinking 1
should have used that Cremal in
38, It shows a bald beaded guy,
you know, if I bad nsed it in 38 1
might still bave a good bead of
bair,

There is one for Wildroot down in
the lower batbroom that makes the
same claim.

Ob, daes 1tf

Okay, In the bunkbouses. I'm
sorry to say thank you and then
come up with another guestion,
but what you said just sparked it.
In the bunkbouses, do you
remember [?].

[2] In fact, I was trying to
remember the size of the room.
Like the store, I wonld have swore
wds twice the size it £s and the
bunkbouse there toa. But 1



Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

seemed to me thar - in fact, 1 Sullivan:

probably will walk up there before
I leave just to - if I can get in
there.

You can.

Ob, you can, the upper
bunkbouses

The wpper 7).
Yeb, that’s where I stayed.

The bottom floor is covered with
silt and gravel.

Jim Haroway is a good friend of

mine and owns most of this

property with Tony Oney and Mike Hovis:
Darling. They ave also buddies of

Jim Baldauf. T bad open beart Sullivan:

surgery in "80 and Baldauf, wha is
a cardivlogist - be's also my wife’s
cardiologist. But the room I would
guess - I know there was two beds
tn it. But it seemed to me it was
abaut this size. Well, you've been
int there. Was the room this size?

Abont balf this size.

Interview with George Sullivan —————

I'll never forget - I badn't been in
my bome in Valdez, ob gosh, for
years. You know, we bad moved
fram our hame and moved
downtowen. My mother and dad
bought a store and then we bad an
apartment wp above, where we
lived. Then I left and 1 was gone
for « long time and then I drové
truck out of there. I never went
by the bouse and I went i it after
the earthquake and I couldn’t
believe my room. I would have
swore it was - well, my room was
probably twa thirds the size of this
room. I would have swore it was
twice the size it was, twice the size
of this one, you know.

You were balf the size [37).

That’s true. But you know, there
was @ closet in there and a chest of
draswers and 1 pulled it open and
pulled the drawer all the way out
for some reason and way stuck in
the back was a slip in my dad’s
handwriting signed by H, P.
Sullivan and, God, I thought - be'd
been dead since 36. He died
when I was 14, 1 just conldn’t
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Hovis:

Sullivan:

Hovis:

Sullivan:

green card situation in those days Hovis:
or not. [ think they just came in
and went to work and after they Sullivan:
spent a little time, you know, they...

Hovis:
What were the citizenship
requirements? Sullivan:

You applied after one year and I
think after two years you went in
and took a test and if you passed it
then you were eligible |?].

Several years ago I walked down to
the cemetery bere and there are
several Japanese buried there. Do
you remember working with [?]?

No. I remember a Walt [?). There
was a Walter Ing and Frank ...
Minano maybe ... and a bunch of
them were up bere and some
worked in the laundry, some
worked in the kitchen. I don’t
remember any working in the mine
or in the mill or on the tram. Of
course, a lot of those people came
up and they worked in the
cannery, Filipinos and Chinese,
Japanese [?].

Interview with George Sullivan ———
I guess there weren't any [2].

Not bere, no.

Okay. Thank you very much,

You bet,
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Written
Responses:

Brownie camera grve-away :hn;
Children crowd the steps u,f the
-.mH house with ,hu cameras.

A number of “Kennecott Kids” who did not attend
the 1990 reunion have expressed interest in
participating in the oral history project. This set of
interview questions was prepared to allow those
interested to participate through the mail. The goal
of the entire process remains the same; to acquire
the most complete set of information concerning
the social history of Kennecott,

KENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
l. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. NAME:
Weslev O, Bloom

rs

CURRENT AGE:
Born July 11, 1907

3. DATEAND PLACE OF BIRTH:
Osage City, Kansas

g

CURRENT ADDRESS:

2615 Squaw Valley Way
Sacramento, CA 95826
TELEPHONE #: (916) 366-920

5. WHAT YEARS DID YOU LIVEIN
KENNECOTT AND WHAT WAS YOUR AGE
AT THE TIME:?



1935.36-37 age 28-30

6.  WHERE DID YOU LIVE BEFORE MOVING
TO KENNECOTT?
Concrete, Washington

7.  WHERE DID YOU GO UPON LEAVING
KENNECOTT?
Detroit, Michigan

8.  WHATASPECTS OF THE MINES OR
TOWN ARE YOU MOST FAMILIAR WITH?
Electrical, mill, and powerhouse

RECOLLECTIONS of an ELECTRICIAN at
KENNECOTT

By Wesley O, Bloom

I was born in Kansas in 1907, moving to Concrete,
Washington during World War Lin 1917, Alter
graduating from high school 1 attended the National
Flectrical School in Los Angeles, California in 1926
and 1927. 1 then worked 7 years as motor tender,
sub-station operator, lineman, and maintenance
electrician for the Superior Portland Cement
Company in Congerete, Washington (100 miles north
of Seattle). It was the largest cement plant on the
Pacific Coast and had a capacity of 7,000 barrels
(28,000 sacks, 4 sacks in a barrel) a day. Being the

only cement plant in the Northwest, it got all the
orders for cement 1o Alaska. So when I came to
Alaska, all the concrete I saw, I knew the cement
had come from the Superior Portland Cement Plant
where I worked. As it was built in 1900, before I was
born, (It was closed and torn down in 1948).

During part of the “Great Depression,” the plant
would run a couple months and shut down for
several months. (That was the time of the 6 hour
day and 30 hour week.) Being single I would take
this time to find work in the logging camps, if any
were running and electrical work if possible. In
1934 the Washington Pulp and Paper Co. were
building an addition to their mill in Port Angeles,
Washington, and | worked there for several months.
I had some large cable to pull and was given 2 extra
electricians to help on the installation. We finished a
little before quitting time and one of the men
helping me was Bill Beech. He told me about
working in the copper mines in Peru and Kennecott.
1 was interested but thought no more about it.
About three months later | got a call from the
cement plant office (as I was working there again) to
answer a long distance call from Port Angeles. It
was Bill Beech, he told me that Kennecott Copper
was going to reopen after a long shutdown and they
wanted him to return and bring another clectrician
with him. He was having trouble finding one that
would leave and go to Alaska. So he went to the
Electrical Superintendent at the Paper Mill. He said,
“T know just the man you want and | have his name

Written Responses ———
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in the office, and that T had worked at the cement
plant in Concrete.” So Bill called me telling me
about the job, paying $5 a day, 7 days a week and
that it worked the vear around. He said that if |
would accept, to meet him at Pier 2 in Scattle
Tuesday morning. This was Friday, I was so
delighted at this opportunity to get away from the
dirty cement plant. Being single I had no problem
getting ready to go. So 1 quit my job, after being
told all the work in Alaska was seasonal, and a
promise of my job back, if they were operating.
(The Superintendent wrote me 6 months later
wanting me to come back and promised 2 1/2 years
steady work as they had gotten the contract to
furnish all the cement for the Coulee Dam, 1 wrote
back saying I was staving at Kennecott.)

I met Bill at Pier 2, Tuesday morning and we got on
the S.5. Yukon heading North after waving goodbye
to some friends on the pier who had come to see me
off. Also going to Alaska were several other miners,
millmen, nurses, and a doctor. This was in May
1935,

I had been in Los Angeles (not working) for 2
months. It was warm, trees were budding and
leaves were coming out, so I decided summer was
coming and went back to Washington. 1 got a job at
a logging camp setting chokers on the side of a
mountain in a foot of snow. O why did I leave LA.
so soon? About 6 weeks later, it was getting warmer,

the trees were budding, and I thought summer was
about here. This was nearly the first of May. When
we got to Kennecott, snow was all over and vet it was
winter all over again. In June the trees began to
bud, and the leaves began to come out, the weather
got warmer, but now I'm in Alaska. So after three
attempts to get into summer I succeeded.

| enjoyed the trip, my first on Salt water, when we
got to Cordova I was surprised to see several men in
the middle of the main intersection talking for over
an hour, no cars, no traffic. This was Alaska, not Los
Angeles or Seattle, 1 noticed no concrete was used
for building foundations, they were all made of
lumber. Lumber was available and cement had to
be shipped in from Secattle.

We got on the Copper River and Northwestern Train
and headed farther north. We stopped at
Abercrombie Canyon and saw what a real river in
Alaska was like, and what a surprise Lo see the
Million Dollar Bridge, but I couldn’t appreciate how
it was built and set into place until after reading
“The End of the Iron Trail™ by Rex Beech. The
Childs and Miles Glaciers were awe inspiring.

It was some time before the mill, mines and tram
were operating and | enjoyed every bit of it, working
and looking. We had two days off a vear, the Fourth
of July and Christmas. We had a bascball team and
the Kennecott office put up $200 for the winner



between Kennecott and McCarthy, everyone
attended that could. The Kennecott baseball field
was on the tailing dump behind the West
Bunkhouse, this made a good flat area for ball
games, ice rink, recreation ete. A good hit would
send the ball over the side of the tailing dump
behind third base and go another 200 feet down
toward the bottom of the glacier. Kennecott lost
each time as McCarthy would fly a pitcher in from
Cordova and collect the $200,

I really enjoyed riding in a bucket on the trams to
the mines, getting on and off at various towers
checking the telephones and lines while the tram
was running. In the winter | would take my skis
with me and get off at the angle station on the
Bonanza tram line and have about three mile run
coming in at the mill. 1 often did this alone, but one
time as | was coming down the side of the mountain
between the Bonanza Tram and the Jumbo Tram,
my skis disappeared, | came to a stop and the snow
came up to my hips. 1 looked above and the whole
mountain of snow had slipped leaving a break in the
snow about 30 feet wide on the hillside where 1 had
skied across a few seconds before. 1 don't know
what caused the slide to stop because it could have
been an avalanche and gone another 1000 feet down
to the glacier and 1 would have been there yet.

There were two 10,000 volt power lines from the
transformer building by the power plant at the mill

Written Responses ———

to the Bonanza Ming also feeding power to the
Angle Station on the Bonanza Tram line. There
were no power lines along the Jumbo Tram as the
power went through the mine under ground to the
Jumbo Camp. there was no way to get from the mill
to the mines in the winter except by riding a bucket
on the tram, because of deep snow, steep
mountains, and danger ol slides. If one power line
was out of service the other would carry the load.
However if both lines were out of service, which did
happen, the trams would still operate by gravity,
The loaded buckets (about 700 pounds cach) going
down being much heavier than the empty buckets
going back up to the mines made it possible to go
back and forth to the mines using the manual
brakes to keep the speed of the tram normal not
tending to overspeed, till the power lines were
repaired. The power lines followed the top of the
ridges where possible so snow slides would not take
them down into the canyons, If the weather was o
severe we would wait a day or two until the storm
abated. Then go with our snowshoes to the broken
lines, put on the lineman’s climbers and make the
repairs. When the power was on the 50 horsepower
electric motors that controlled the tram would not
ordinarily pull the cables but acted as a brake, so no
manual brake was used unless power was lost,
While the motor acted as a brake to hold the tram at
normal speed, it actually generated power and the
clectric meters were connected in reverse to show
how much power was generated while the tram was
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in operation. It would average about 10,000
kilowatts a month.

One ume they couldn't start the upper half of the
Bonanza Tram, one place the tram line was 400 feet
over the bottom of the canyon below. Evidently a
Williwaw hit the tram line and as it was a long span
between these towers it threw one traveling line with
an empty bucket over the other stationary line
causing a knot in the cable when it pulled into the
tower and stopped the upper hall of the Bonanza
Tram line. It was something that couldn’t happen
but it did. Fortunately it happened in the summer
and no snow was on the ground.

Another time on the Jumbo Tram where the tram
line and the buckets came within 15 feet over the
ground. A man was coming down from the mine
and for some reason the bucket he was riding in
came off the stationary lime and dropped down into
about 5 feet of snow and for some other reason
unlatched itself from the traveling cable, leaving the
bucket and the man all by themselves. The tram
continued to run normally but the one bucket with
the man in it was missing. Whenever a man got into
a bucket, the operator would call up or down
depending on which way he was going, so the next
operator would watch for the bucket with the man in
it and they would slow the tram so the man could
get out safely. When this bucket didn't arrive, they
immn.odiately sent men out with an extra pair of

snowshoes to find him before he froze. All went well
and he got back O.K. He was still in the bucket as
the snow was too deep for him to get out but he said
he was getting scared.

One April Fools' Day, Steve Gutano was working at
the Angle Station on the Bonanza Tram, and he got
an old hat and coat and some weeds from under the
station and made it look like a man, then he poured
water on “him” so the next morning he was frozen
solid. So Steve set “him” in a bucket going down
and called the "Bucket Chaser™ at the mill saving a
man was coming down. They always called ahead
when a man was coming down so the “Bucket
Chaser” would be watching for him and slow the
tram so he could get off safely. When the Bucket
Chaser saw him coming (Steve had purposely set
him high in the bucket) he said, “Get your head
down.,” The “man” did not move and the Bucket
Chaser hollered again “Get your head down”™ just
then his head hit the trip, Well, anyway the bucket
automatically came off the line like it was supposed
to do, but the Bucket Chaser thought he had killed a
man. He sure was happy when he saw it wasa
dummy, but he was pretty mad at Steve. jack
Morris, Tram Foreman, always used young fellows
as Bucket Chasers and Jack and 1 were up there to
watch the reaction. [ felt bad for the Bucket Chaser
because he was so scared, but this was April first,



The power plant at the mill along side of the glacier
had five alternators. One 1,000 kilowatt steam
turbine drive, one 500 kilowatt steam turbine drive,
one 250 kilowatt Pelton water wheel drive used in
summer when water was available, and two 500
kilowatt driven by two 600 horsepower Mclntosh-
Seymour diesel engines, for a total output of 2,750
kilowatts. There were four oil fired steam boilers to
operate the steam turbines and furnish steam heat
throughout the entire camp into every building and
the homes that were furnished to the married
families living there. An oil storage tank located on
the hill abave the power plant held enough oil to
operate Kennecott all winter. This was one of the
largest, if not the largest, power plant in Alaska at
that time. At 30 degrees below zero the steam plant
was a nice place to work,

The two 10,000 volt power lines that went from the
mill to the Bonanza mine were about 20 feet apart.
When they were first built they dug a hole, set the
pole and poured concrete in the hole and about 18
inches above the surface for added strength. This
must have been done about 1912 and evidently
didn't work out too well, as all the original poles had
rotted off at the base. So all of the poles set in the
concrete bases had to be replaced by other ones set
in new holes. How they mixed the concrete and
poured it around each pole from the mill to Bonanza
I still don't know, but | believe someone said they
could get all the help they wanted from Seattle for 35

Written Responses =

cents an hour. So maybe they used a lot of Swedes.
Those concrete stumps will stand there forever,

After we got to Kennecott, it didn’t take me long to
find out that the Swedes were called “Squarcheads.”
I hear that there were a lot of them when they built
the mill years before. As all of my grandparents
were born in Sweden, 1 didn’t say much until |
found out most of the miners were from Finland,
and everyone seemed to like them even if they did a
lot of fighting in McCarthy. So when someone
asked me what nationality I was, I told them I was a
Finlander and got along fine. Anyone that knew me
up there thought I was a Finn.

There was another 10,000 volt power line that went
from the transformer building by the power house
along the Kennicott Glacier to the Root Glacier, then
up a very steep ridge to the entrance of the Erie
Mine. All of the poles had rotted off at the base
going up the ridge and the poles and lines were
laving on the rocky ridge, and we had to restore
power back to the Erie Mine. | looked over the
situation and as it was to be used temporarily,
decided 1o dig ou the rotted base of the poles and
use the same hole as they were not set in concrete
and use what remained of the old pole as they were
in fairly good condition, with cross arm wire and
insulators still attached. After getting the line
rebuilt, the wires didn’t clear the ridge more than 15
feet in places, But that would be high enough for
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the bears, goats, and porcupines 1o cross under,
nothing clse would be up there. It was so steep |
would not let some of the helpers come up. One
fellow dropped a digging bar and it slid about 800
feet to the glacier. It is still there.

One day 1 was up on a pole putting tic wires on an
insulator and directly across Root Glacier, high on
Donoho Peak, a snow avalanche started [rom the
top and cascaded all the way down to the bottom
and out on the glacier, Then another and another. 1
hung my arms across the cross arm and saw a most
awesome sight that you could probably see only in
Alaska. 1 learned then how rocks got in the glaciers
and what started moraines. The avalanches would
“bounce™ from one side of the gully to the other
taking rocks with it, getting bigger and bigger until it
splattered out on the glacier, There were 7 or 8
avalanches that came down. This was in June and
probably does that only once a year when the
weather was just right for the snow to start to slide.
My helpers and 1 had the choice location for that
most beautiful sight; 1 still wish 1 had had a camera
that day. Every vear the *Pothole™ would break at
the end of the Kennicott Glacier at McCarthy, 1
never saw it break, but got down there as fast as |
could—quite a sight, too.

There were two other electricians that stayed at the
mines, so most of my work was at the mill and on
the lines. In the mine they had electric motors that

pushed the ore cars back and forth and for any
major repair needed, the parts would be put in a
bucket and sent to the shops at the mill for repair.

The mines were 4,000 leet higher than the mill and it
wasn't unusual for the temperature from December
to February to be 30 degrees below zero at the mill
and 10 degrees above at the mines. Sometimes it
would be much colder at the mines, but being
higher they would get winds changing temperature;
however, the mill on the side of the glacier at the
bottom of the valley would stay cold all the time
until a wind would come and stir up the air and
maybe get 10 or 20 degrees warmer. There was a
thermometer located on the outside wall of our
bunkhouse. T read it at 6 a.m. one morning in
January, it was 30 degrees below zero. Then |
moved it and put it on the outside south (warm
side?2?) wall of the electric shop in the direct
sunlight and at noon it was exactly the same 30
degrees below zero. Absolutely no heat in the sun,
only brightness. At the mill on the side of the
glacier sometimes the temperature would stay 30
degrees below zero three weeks at a time, night and
day, between December and February. The vard
crew made up a nice skating rink on the recreation
field in October and we had a lot of nice skating
until it got to IC degrees below zero or the snow
piled up faster than we could keep it off.



The Company kept a train crew at Kennecott all
winter while the railroad was closed down from
December to June. They were to move loaded cars
to a siding near McCarthy and return some emptics
every 3 or 4 weeks, One time a group of ladies,
children, and men got permission to ride the train 1o
McCarthy for an outing. Art Holt was the engincer
and for some reason the brakes would not operate.
Some said the train was going 70 or 80 miles an hour
when it rounded the curve as it passed McCarthy.
They considered throwing some of the children off
into the snow banks. However, the train did not
leave the tracks and came to a stop at the bottom of
the grade where it started to go up a hill. 1 asked
Jimmie McGavock if he was glad when the train
came to a stop and he said, “yes, and everyone
began 1o smoke Chesterfields.”

Elmer Hedstrom, one of the operators in the power
house, wanted to quit and go to Anchorage for
Christmas. In no way would he fly in an airplane.
Finally, he did agree to come back with Harold
Gillam if he could take the last train to Cordova in
December. So that was agreed on, He was on
Gillam’s plane leaving Anchorage with a shipment
of light bulbs and other material for Kennecott after
Christmas. Fog and clouds closed in and Gillam
tried Lo get out and (inally had 1o make a foreed
landing in shallow water near Anchorage.
Fortunately, they were not injured, but had to climb
on top of the wings until they were rescued. And we
never saw Elmer again.

Wrinten Responses

I went into the west bunkhouse one afternoon and
turned on the short wave radio in the recreation
room. A plane had been forced down on the beach
on Admiralty Island. He was calling and calling
Juneau but getting no answer, So | went to the
power house where the master mechanic Jim
McGavock was and told him what | had heard. He
had a Collins transmitter and receiver at his home,
so we rushed back to his house. Jim got on the air
right away and they were still calling and calling
Juneau. He answered and the pilot of the plane that
was down could hear and talk loud and clear with
Jim. Then Jim called Juneau and got them
immediately. They were unable to hear the pilot that
was stranded on the beach, but they could hear Jim
loud and clear, They dispatched a boat to the plane
and Jim had saved the day in another emergency
situation,

I used to check all the electric motors on Sundays,
starting at the top of the mill and working down,
Jimumie McGavock was about 1 years old, and he
would always meet me there and would carry the oil
can and follow me all through the mill. He never
failed to be there with me every Sunday in the
summer,

Jim McGavock, the master mechanic, got into
trouble with Richelson, the general superintendent,
and he and his family had 1o leave Kennecort. |
liked Jim and told Richelson that if Jim was leaving,
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I was too. So after nearly two and a half years, [ left
Kennecott in August 1937, Telling my friends 1 was
going 1o New York to see the Statue of Liberty,
Radio City, the Empire State Building, and stand on
49th and Broadway. Then 1 left by train for
Cordova. 1 was there for two days enjoving fresh
razor clams before leaving for Seattle.

There are many other recollections of social
activities, short and long days, Northern Lights, and
howling winds that 1 still remember,

P.S. Thave written that there were two 10,000 volt
power lines going to the Bonanza Mine, but only
one went all the way. The other turned and went to
furnish lights and power for the house and tram
motor at Station 2, half-way up to the Jumbo Mine.
The line from Station 2 to the Jumbo Mine had been
abandoned some vears before.

There were about 160 employees at the mill and
mines when I was there., Here are a few of the
names 1 recall:

Rich Richelson Superintendent
Jim Duggan Office

Bill Llovd Office

Al Humpheries Store

Joe Wilson Store

George Burch Office

Charlie Hooks Post Office

Dr. Toohey Doctor

Ed Chivers Commissary
Bill Talnen Office

Eri¢c Danielson Mill
Reuben Johnson Mill
Fred Hoff Assay Office
Jim McGavock Master Mechanic
Carl Engstrom Shop
Fred Panitchek Shop

Al Dolan Shap

Don Oliver Power House
Gene Oliver Power House
Leo Higley Power House
Pat McCann Pipefitter
Bill Beech Electrician
Hank Gantenbein  Elecirician
Wes Bloom Electrician
Al Nikolous Timekeeper
Hans Hijelle Mines

Paul Warner Mines
Chris Jensen Carpenter
Louis Wick Mill

Frank Shilkis Mill

Carl Grahm Mill

Jim Moore Mill

Ralph Snyder Mill

Sam Segar Mines

Jack Morris Tram

Steve Gutano Tram

Ed Carlson Tram

Art Holt Railroad




Frank Spadero Railroad
Jack Howard Mill

Nels Gimby Mill

Ken Farley Mill

Sol Brososky Mill
Chick Nelson Mill

Bill Slimpert Mill
George Todd Mill

Paul Wilhelm Mill
Palmer Kulvik Mill

Bill Frame Truck driver
Julius Fless Barber
Jack Conway Watchman
John Heyser Mill

Helen Roemer Nurse
lda Savage Nurse
Rhea Stevens Nurse
Mickey Hoff Nurse
Helen McCool Nurse
Rusty McDonald Nurse
Nell MeCann  Office
Esther Ohman Teacher

CHILDREN
Catherine Howard
Frank Morris
Bruce Morris
Lyle Morris
Jimmie McGavock

Written Responses s

Jean McGavock
Bill Humpheries

Inger Jensen

KENNECOTT RECOLLECTIONS
of
Jean Elizabeth (McGavock) Lamb

Setting the Stage

The carliest memories of my life are of Kennecott,
Alaska, where [ lived most of my first 9 years. Both
my brother James Robert and I were born “Outside™
in Seattle, Washington, as our mother preferred
and/or felt it necessary 1o have her deliveries at
Seattle General Hospital where she had trained to be
a Registered Nurse. Thus it was that our “coming
into the country™ at the age of a few months or
weeks came about with a week's travel up the Inside
Passage to Cordova via the Alaska Steamship
Company's ships and the CR&NWRR cars to
Kennecott itself.

My father, James McGavock, was the son of Irish
immigrants who had settled in Denver, Colorado, in
the early 1880%. Dad, born there in 1883, traveled
the country coast to coast in the early 1900's seeking
work out of the combination of economic necessity
and the spirit of adveature. Fle had no academic
degrees, For that matter he had not even graduated
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from high school as we know it. But he was a
talented machinist with an innovative bent in

matters electrical. August of 1909 found him aboard

the 8.8, Ohio bound for Cordova, Alaska. The
journey North was interrupted when the Ohio
struck rocks in Canadian warers - in Finlayson
Channel off Milbanke Sound - and sunk. My father
and several others were forced to swim the half mile
to land and were fortunate to escape with their lives.
When he finally arrived in Cordova, he found work
related to the building of The Copper River &
Northwestern Railroad, Fle worked the winter of
1909-19120 on the building of The Million Dollar
Bridge at Mile 49, He remained in the Copper River
basin during the ensuing years either prospecting or
working at various mining properties such as those
of the Great Northern Development Company both
on the Kotsina and at Copper Mountain where he
lost his only living brother John in a disastrous
avalanche. He has also written of helping to drive
tunnels on Elliott Creek, Iron Mountain, on the
Kuskulana at Archic MacDougall’s “promotion,”™ on
the Chickosana [Chokosna], ete. Although I am
unsure of the actual date he came 10 Kennecott, it
may well have been cirea 1917 or 1918, He served as
Master Mechanic for the whole Kennecott operation
until we left Alaska in 1937, a vear before the final
closure,

My mother, Jean Black (Scobie) McGavock, was the
daughter of Scottish immigrants who had settled in
Roslyn, Washington, in the late 188C0's. She was born

and raised there, leaving home to enter nursing
training in Seattle, graduating in 1911, She came
north to work as a nurse in the Kennecott Hospital
in 1918 and met my father during her Kennecott stay,
In 1919 she returned to Seattle for medical attention
following injuries received while “on duty,™ She
returned to Kennecott in 1922 to visit friends and
married my father at that time. They married in
Cordova at St. George's Episcopal Church rectory
(by the Reverend Eustace P. Ziegler) September 14,
1922, honeymooned in Strelna and set up a
housckeeping of sorts in the Kennecott Staff House
until such time as other housing became available,
Ultimately, this union was blessed with the birth of
my brother James Robert in 1924 and me in 1928,
There were no other children,

The “Younger Sibling" Syndrome

Playmates seemed few and far between in my
Kennecott vears. 1 did have doting parents: a father,
who by virtue of being able to walk to his job, was
usually home for three meals a day; a mother whose
complete focus was her house-wifely duties and the
nurture and continuing good health of her children.
And, of course, 1 had a built in playmate in my
brother Jim who was four years older than 1. He
may have spent years adjusting to the fact that, upon
arrival, | was not twins and that the one of me was
female. That, plus the age gap, probably left



something to be desired from his point of view,

So, for me, there were many hours of being
entertained in the kitchen with baking adventures,
the rolling of cookie dough and the beating of cake
batter...ad more than a few hours in the living room
pricking fingers learning to embroider tea towels. 1
even learned to knit and purl with the knitting
needles. 1 had a beautiful doll named "Rosemary™
who was given to me one Christmas by my
Grandmother Scobie and Uncle George. She was
my pride and joy, and I have her yet, tucked away in
an old trunk, her wig of human hair thoroughly
matted by many years of zealous tender loving care.
I think she came with another treasure, a lovely
wicker doll carriage. These two gifts were bestowed
upon me at the annual Christmas party given by the
company at the recreation hall, Mother tells the
story of how | was carried home by my father, up
the hill in the chill December night, refusing to
relinquish my grip on the buggie handle. Then
there were the summertime tea parties outside on
the grass where my little tea table was set with
refreshments for my toys: my various dolls, toy dogs,
bunnies and bears. Occasional playmates through
the years, depending upon when they lived in camp,
were Marvel Whipple and later, Mary Jean Moore
and Billy Larsen. My only classmate for my three
years at the Kennecott School was Billy Humphreys
who lived north of the mill down by the railroad
tracks.

Written Responses

So my brother Jim was often “stuck™ with his little
sister who usually didn’t quite fit in with his free
time plans, 1 did my best to keep up, playing “Road
Commission” with Jim's cars and trucks, building
roads in the bank under the spruce tree behind the
clothes line and wood shed; trying to tag along on
his forays down the hili; feeling disgruntied when he
managed to give me the slip and left out when |
wasn't allowed in his tree house. Funny...that |
should remember the tree house, but I can still
remember climbing a tree down beyond the fire
house there on the hill where I could spot the train
chugging up the grade from McCarthy. It sticks in
my mind that either Dad or Jim whacked a few
boards up in that tree so that I could have a tree

house of my own. 1 supposc it got me out of Jim's
hair.

The House on the Hill

We lived up on the hill on what is now called “Silk
Stocking Row™ in the southernmost of the four
cottages on the north end. It bore the number “19"
and, like all the others of its sort, was cranberry red
with white trim, two stories with a covered front
porch facing west,

In the living room | remember a Morris chair where
Dad would sit in the evenings, and | wounld snuggle
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up on his lap for him to read me favorite stories, Tle
would always ask me if [ had eaten all my vegetables
at dinner, and | would answer that ves, | had tried
to, even though I might have left a few. In truth, 1
hated canned vegetables an did my best to dispatch
them elsewhere, sight unseen. And, of course,
canned vegetables are what we had all winter long.

Well, back to the chairs...there must have been
others. However, I can’t recall a sofa. But we did
have a beautiful player piano at which Jim and |
spent many a happy hour pumping the pedals
through all the various musical rolls we had in our
collection. Dad loved music but didn’t play any
mstrument, however Mother had studies piano for a
good many years and put her music education to
good use.

Dad always had a radio in the living room. Pictures
through the years show a change in sets. 1 don't
remember listening much, but I knew we got radio
reception from some very far away places,

At the north end of the hiving room was a glassed in
bookcase set into the staircase. And there was a

steam radiator standing at the north wall near the

bottom of the stair, Mother told the story of how 1
tumbled down the stairs when | was 2 or 3 and
burned my wrist badly on that radiator. The scar is
still apparent taday.

Behind the living room was the dining room where
we had a round oak pedestal dining table with
captain’s chairs, This was the site of family dinners,
Mother was a good, albeit basie sort of ¢cook and an
excellent baker. My father favored a basic “meat
and potatoes” sort of fare, and was fond of standing
rib roast of beef, medium rare. | can remember the
table set with Mother's Syracuse china and, on
aceasion, her sterling flatware. 1 also remember
sneaking spoonfuls of canned peas onto some
channel in the underworkings of that table just to
get them off my plate. Somehow, they were
supposed to get into the pedestal...and maybe then,
to the floor. (And we did have a dog...)

The kitchen was to the north of the living room. I
remember it with lots of cupboards, the topmast of
which housed the Syracuse china which was left
behind when we moved outside in 1937, There was
a wood fired cook stave over which Mather presided
and lor which Dad and, eventually, my brother Jim
chopped the wood., There was also a small kitchen
table where Jim and I would sit for our bedtime
snack of dry cereal, T've never forgotten that he
stuffed me with things like extra portions of Grape
Nuts just so he could get more box tops for his
prizes. Off the kitchen was a small pantry or back
kitchen and rear entrv into the back shed.

Our upstairs was reached by the staircase which had
a landing with a window at the turn. On the sill



there, Mother kept house plants which would shake
and rattle in their saucers when the earthquake
Lremors came.

Upstairs there were two bedrooms with a bathroom
between at the top of the stairs, The front bedroom
was Mother and Dad's and faced west towards the
glacier. | have always remembered the view from

their window.

Besides the sink, the bathroom had an indoor flush
toilet and a bathtub with claw and ball feet. 1
remember Mother telling the story of how my
brother Jim got his head stuck beneath the tub when
he was a toddler and what a fuss “the rescue” was.
The bathroom window faced south along the slopes
of Porphyry Mountain.

The back bedroom was shared by Jim and me. The
window faced the woods to the east on Porphyry
Mountain and was protected on bright summer
nights with a dark green shade, Jim's bed was son
the outside wall, while mine was on the inside with
an overhead bookcase which held the family
collection of The Bobbsey Twins among other
things. More than once the books fell down on me
in my bed. Jim needed excitement, I guess, and,
perhaps, I egged him on. There were built-in
drawers and closets under the caves of both
bedrooms, and the latter space provided lots of play
opportunitics on cold winter days.

Wnitten Responses

My father had the only privately owned automobile
in camp, so there had 1o be a place to park it. The
garage was to the south of the house and set back a
little. It housed the 1924 Buick touring car which
was put up on blocks through the late fall, winter
and spring months when the few roads of the arca
were impassable. On the south side, near the Buick,
was a work bench under which our dog Ginger had
his box with its dogbed for the really cold winter
nights. An ell off the back of the garage was the
radio room where Dad, a HAM radio operator,
indulged in his hobby on many an evening. The
radio room was generally “off limits” to me, There
was o much dangerous electrical equipment, It
wasn’t a place to play.

The Orher House

There was another house where we lived for a short
time during the Depression when the mines were
closed and the camp was partially shut down. This
was a house down on the railroad tracks just to the
north of the power plant and west of the tracks, 1
thought it was the first house from the power plant,
but Jim thinks it was the second. I remember very
little about the house except for its crawl space
under the house where the steam lines came in.
This was a very hospitable area for mice, and my
mother wasn't about to accommodate them. 1 think
Jim and T must have spend many a winter evening
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down there trying to catch mice with sticks. Then, |
got to feeling tender about the poor little mice,
Somchow, I can't imagine Mother, with all her anti-
septic notions, being very happy about us being
down there with the mice either. At any rate, that's
what we did that winter.

Pictures show that these houses didn't have indoor

toilets, just outhouses out at the end of a back walk.
But I don’t remember our using an outhouse in the
time we lived there,

Living there, we were right on the edge of the lateral
moraine of the Kennicott Glacier, and I remember
lots of days when | played alone down in the rocks
making “rooms” and play space with what rocks |
could lift. Whart an eeric landscape it must have
been, but I never thought so. It was just my world.

Dad’s Office

My [ather’s office was on the south end of the lower
level of the power house, and, occasionally, there
was some reason for me to visit him there. Such a
visit for a 7 or 8 year old would be unthinkable in a
modern facility of comparable size, but 1 do
remember walking by the big boilers and the
generator turbines while carefully negotiating the
steel walkwavs and stairways around the diesel
engines. I'm sure Dad was never far away.

Our dog Ginger loved to go to work with Dad and
could often be found snoozing on a warm spot on
the floor in the knechole of Dad’s desk.

The power plant and the machine shop are the only
big industrial buildings that I can remember having
the freedom of entering. The mill and the leaching
plant were certainly “off limits” to me. Of course,
the bunkhouses were forbidden, and [ was too
young to have the opportunity to go up to the
mines.,

Where We Played

What freedom we had when compared with the
restrictions placed on today's urban/suburban
children! We had the run of the camp - within
reason - although, by virtue of my age and sex, |
didn’t get so far aficld as my brother.

The board side walk up on the hill was probably my
first playground. The boards must have worked
moderately well for kiddy cars, tricycles and baby
buggies, but they would have been useless for roller
skates. But even this experience was arranged by
the company, and we skated on the wood floors of
the Recreation Hall,

We did have the tennis courts north of the mill, 1
remember going there, but can’t recall my having a



tennis racket. 1 imagine the court was intended for
employees rather than the children.

lee skating came easier...and earlier. The baseball
field was boarded and flooded with both water and
lights for wintertime skating. Most of us “Kids”
skated on ice long before we skated on wheels. The
ice skates went to school with us and we exited the
schoolhouse doors to the rink outside to skate after
school, There were some adults in camp who skated
well. I would try to imitate their arabesques but not
with any great success, I might add. But 1 did
manage to stay upright most of the time.

One winter, when we had a heavier snowfall than
usual, Jim and 1 were allowed to jump off the shed
roof into a high snowbank below. For other snow
play, we skied and snowshoed, sometimes on the
glacier. And | can remember sledding down the
hills in dish pans. On occasion, our dog Ginger was
pressed into service with the dogsled and harness.
Ginger, for all his malamute bloodlines, didn’t like to
work that much and would often go slinking away
when we rang the harness bells.

What We Wore

Relatives living “outside™ indulged us with toys,
books, and the latest fashions for school and dress
up clothing, but - by and large - our playtime was

Wnitten Responses

spent in old fashioned, practical overalls, washed no
more than once a week in Mother’s Savage washing
machine.

Winter found us bundled up more with bulky wool
snow suits, shoepacs, scratchy winter underwear,
and the long lisle stockings which must have been
partly wool. 1 hated the stockings so and could
hardly wait for those warmer spring days when, on
my way to school and relieved of cumbersome snow
suits, I could sneak down the hill path behind the
fire house, undo the garter fasteners and roll those
stockings down below the knee. Such wicked
freedom! I can remember yet how good it felt. Of
course, Mother was sure I would catch cold.

Other Vignettes

I remember a visit to the Iverson farm out of
McCarthy. It seemed like another world. For some
reason | recall Mrs, Iverson's butter! And |
remember how scared | was of the bull out in the
pasture,

And the mud in the springtime when the snow
turned the wagon road to ooze. But it was exciting

1o see winter leave,

School celebrations at the school, which was only
using one room by the time | went to schoaol, |
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remember the cooks from the bunkhouse delivering
a big wash tub full of strawberry ice cream.
Strawberry was special. It was so pink! 1 think we
usually had vanilla or chocolate ice cream when we
had it at home,

And the berry picking in the fall. I remember the
tin buckets with their bail handles and Him showing
me how to swing the can 360 degrees without
dumping the berries. 1 don’t suppose it did the
berries much good.

And | remember when Jim and I took piano lessons
with “Deanie” O'Neill from McCarthy, We got
through at least 2 books of John M. Williams Piano
Studies before we left Kennecott in 1937, and, along
the way, probably thought of all sorts of reasons not
to practice. Ginger helped. We used to put squares
of Hershey's chocolate on the keys when mother
wasn't around, so the dog could play the piano, too.
The state of the keys must have been a dead give-
away.

Our dog Ginger, best friend and partner in crime,
licker of plates and ice cream bowls and slurper of
castaway peas. He was a malamutespringer spaniel
mix who looked like the former but had shorter legs.
While he made a line camp dog, he did have a lot of
trouble learning to respect the porcupine. Dad had
a special pair of needle-nosed pliers which we called
the porcupine pliers, Certainly, one of my

memories is seeing Dad with Ginger clamped
between his knees plucking out the quills. Poor
dog! He was a loving companion for all of our
family. The most difficult thing about leaving
Kennecott for Jim and me was leaving Ginger
behind. Our friends, the Don Olivers, took him for
that last year at Kennecott, and they eventually
brought him outside.

Home made ice cream frozen with the glacier ice
which was delivered to our ice box. This was a
favorite dessert served often. For us in our time it
was made with evaporated milk. In earlier years
cows had been kept at Kennecott, but they had
proved tubercular, and thereafter, milk was either
powdered or canned.

Winter time stars, black velvet skies and hard
crunch of footsteps on sub-zero snows. Going to
school in the dark and coming home in the dark
were all part of our everyday wintertime lives. It
was such a wonder to us when we spent our first
Christmas outside in 1937 and went swimming at a
beach near San Diego. Imagine!

The 1924 Buick

My father was intrigued with any mechanical
innovations and modes of transportation, so it only
figured that he would find a way to own and house



what I believe was the only privately owned
automabile in camp, one I remember as the 1924
Buick touring car. Tt was a big old thing with spoke
wheels and chains on the rear tires, isinglass
curtains at the windows, a cloth top and, in a gun
case slung over the back of the front seat, was Dad’s
10-06 bear gun...just in case we needed it

Of course, all of this must have been operated at
great expense and considerable inconvenience, but
it gave us Sunday afternoon mobility to explore was
few “roads™ there were to be driven and a chance to
see the country. Now this was before the age of the
ieep, but the old Buick performed admirably on the
rough roads filled with potholes and permalrost
ooze bridged with corduroy, its high frame taking
the fording of creeks all in its stride.

Now, where did we go? 1 can remember driving to
McCarthy and on to Green Butte, once even going
to the Mother Lode. But usually we took the road
from McCarthy out to the Nizina River where we
may or may not have been able to cross over to the
other side, depending upon whether or not the
bridge had been washed out with the annual floods,
Crossing the bridge was always exciting and a bit
scary. 1 remember times, after the washouts, when
we walked don the big beams set on the pilings
before they were bridged with decking. 1 held Dad's
hand tight. I can still see the silty water rushing
down below. Atlow water, I remember crossing the

Written Responses ————

far channels, carried on Dad’s back, but I can’t
recall how we got back up on what was left of the
bridge...a ladder, 1 guess. 1 had lots of faith in my
father's firm footing at the time, but | wouldn’t want
to do that again today.

I we could drive to the other side, we went on to
visit the Murie’s at their roadhouse on May Creek.
One ol my carliest recollections is of Mrs, Murie
who gave me a string of pink beads to wear when |
was about 3.

And sometimes we went fishing at Baultoff Lake. |
seem to remember hours in rowboat...swatting
mosquitoes mostly...trying not to rock the boat or
fall in. One time, our dog Ginger, a malamute-
springer spaniel combination pup who had been left
at home chained up, got loose and followed us down
the road and across the river all the way to the lake.
He didn't think he should miss the fishing. Poor
dog! e must have been footsore,

And sometimes we picnicked at Sam Means® cabin
somewhere out near the mouth of Chititu Creek.
Sam took a picture of one of our gatherings where
we and the Richelsons were all huddled around a
smoky fire eating our beans.

But, perhaps, the most vivid memory is of the

narrow shelf road cut into the shale on the near
approach to the Nizina River bridge spans. Mother
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was a rather pervous passenger, and Dad knew just
how “to push her buttons.” If the bridge was “out,”
Dad had to turn the car around on that narrow
shelf...and it was a fair drop to the water churning
down below. So Mother would shout, “Jim, stop the
car! We're not going to drown in this river!” He
would stop, and she would grab her children, my
brother Jim in one hand and me in the other, to exit
the car in fear and trepidation, knowing that he was
surely going over the side. This must have
happened again and again. It was a sort of ritual,

My First Airplane Ride

Dad was very interested in airplanes, and he struck
up a friendship with the late Harold Gillam when he
first began flying in the Copper River Basin.
Eventually, he invested some money in Gillam’s
business. | took my first airplane ride with this
noted bush pilot perhaps in 1932 when I was about
4. 1 believe that Mother and Jim and | had returned
from a trip to Seartle at a time in the winter alter
heavy snowfall and the train was not running. The
only way home from Cordova was for us to fly,
Unfortunately, | had become sick on board ship
and, in the course of the flight up the river,
managed to throw up all over Gillams' cozy down
quilt which had thoughtfully been provided to keep
us warm in flight,

And Other Modes of Travel

Jim and I became fairly sophisticated travelers in
those carly vears when we ran the gamut from
showshoes, skis and dog sleds to the rails of the
Copper River & Northwestern Railway, the ships of
the Alaska Steamship Company and the planes of
Harold Gillam,

Mother made a trip outside every few years, so we
became accustomed to the experience of traveling
on the CR&ENWRR to Cordova with an overnight
stop in Chitina and lunches in section houses along
the way. Cordova meant a stay at the old Windsor
Hotel before boarding the ship for Seattle. Alas, I
was a poor sailor, for the Gulf of Alaska came all woo
soon and stayed too long. But I usually recovered
for the Inside Passage. That meant games on deck,
admonitions from the stewards to keep us from
falling overboard, bunk beds in the cabin, fancy
meals where | was served pasteurized milk to drink.
That was something we didn’t have in Kennecott by
the time we were growing up. The milk was totally
foreign to me, and 1 didn’t like it. Mother would
“doctor™ it up a bit with a little vanilla extract and
sugar, so that I would drink it down. And there was
always a fancy costume party the last night out. I've
never forgotten how exotic it seemed to be able o
choose from a whole rack of costumes.



Like all children, we took all this for granted, never
realizing what a wonderful and different life we had
led in these vears before World War II when Alaska
was still a territory of the United States. In early
June of 1937, Mother and Jim and 1 boarded the
train for our last trip to Cordova and “Outside,”
leaving the Kennecott scene of our childhoods
behind. We left with only our personal possessions,
and because of high shipping costs, even many of
these were left behind. My father followed us in the
fall of the year, thus ending our life in Kennecott.
Mother and Dad were never able to return, even in
later years, to visit what has become a national relic.
But Jim and I are drawn by that powerful call of the
north county to return again and again to visit that
site or our childhood where, for us, something
seems still unfinished.

RECOLLECTIONS of a KENNECOTT KID
By James R, (Jimmy) McGavock

The earliest memories of my life are of Kennecott,
Alaska, where | lived most of my first 13 years. Both
my sister Jean and | were born “outside™ in Seattle,
Washington, We were taken north alter we were a
few months old to live at Kennecott,

My father, JTames MeGavock, was the son of Irish
immigrants who had settled in Denver, Colorado in

Written Responses

the early 1880s, Dad was born there in 1883, He
attended parochial schools, as long as his parents
could afford it. He left home seeking work and
adventure in the carly 1900s. Although he had not
graduated from high school, he became a talented
machinist and electrician. He worked with the large
engineering companies all over the west, building
mills and smelters and mining for gold, silver and
lead. He was also employed for several years
building battle ships at the Brooklyn, New York,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Bremerton,
Washington navy yvards. While working at the navy
yard at Bremerton around 1909 the “Alaska Mining
Fever” had taken hold of him.

He decided to go north, 1o Cordova, Alaska. The
following is an account of the trip in my father’s
own words. I left Seattle on the 24th of August, 1909
on the 5.5. Ohio. The ship was loaded to capacity
with all kinds of freight, including 3 head of horses,
many cows, some goats and sheep in the lower hold.
The 2nd class as well as the first class cabins held all
kinds of people: soldiers, miners, missionaries, and
construction workers. On the second day out of
Seattle we ran into a heayy snowstorm about
midnight, crossing Queen Charlotte Sound. The sea
was very rough and the pilot could not see any
distance ahead but kept going under a slow bell.
Every one was having a jolly time on the ship,
dancing, singing and having refreshments. We hit a
rock and punched a big hole in the bottom of the




— KErnpcorr Kins

330

ship. Well the water came [ so fast, they could not
pump it out, and the poor horses began to scream,
al the passengers ran out on deck, and the captain
began to send out for Roman candles for help and
tried to steer the ship to shallow water. The life
boats were swung out and filled up with people, by
this time the ship began to lay on its side and it was
impossible to lower the boats on the high side, as
the water got higher it flooded the fires in he boiler
room, and all the lights went out. It was difficult to
get people off, after waiting a long time and hoping
for a life boat, we could feel the ship sinking fast. A
lot of us jumped off and started to swim. It was
dark and still snowing, but we could hear the waves
breaking on the rocks, so we swam there and by
good luck, landed there OK cold wet and hungry
and no chance to start a fire, as it was still snowing
and blowing. Morning came and we found the rest
of the passengers about a mile down the coast. The
captain and the purser got together and started to
count noses, and we found that five passengers and
crew were lost, and four stowaways, so nine in all

lost their lives because the pilot was not very careful.

A fishing boat picked us up and took us to a large
saw mill, We were fed, given dry clothes and a place
to sleep, and believe it or not I did not get up for 36
hours. Then the doctor woke me up to see if T had
internal injuries, found out I was OK just tired.

My father continued north to Cordova and worked
on tie construction of the Million Dollar Bridge

(the winter of 1909 - 1910) at Mile 49 on the Copper
River & Northwestern Railroad. He continued to
work and prospect in the Copper River region for
the next 5 or 6 vears. He was working for Great
Northern Development Company at Copper
Mountain, when his only brother, who had followed
him to Alaska, was killed in an avalanche at Copper
Mountain in December of 1912, Although | am
unsure of the exact date he came to Kennecott, it
was probably circa 1917 or 1918. He was an excellent
machinist, welder and electrician, and was promoted
to master mechanic at Kennecott.

My mother, Jean Scobie McGavock, was the
daughter of Scottish immigrants who settled in
Roslyn, she entered nursing training at Seattle
General Hospital, She graduated in 1911, In 1918
she came north to work in the Kennecott Hospital,
and met my father. They were married in Cordova,
Alaska in 1922, 1 was born in 1924, and my sister
Jean was born in 1928,

We lived upon the hill at Kennecott, on what is now
called "Silk Stocking Row” in the southernmost of
the four cottages on the north end, Our house bore
the number “197. The floor plans of the four
cottages were identical, with the exception of our
cottage, where the floor plan was inverted, the
staircase being on the north, rather than the south
side of the house, These four cottages featured
indoor plumbing and stean heat. Every cottage in



camp was furnished with electricity, our house even
had a crank type wall telephone. My father’s ring
was a short and a long and a short.

Dad built a metal building to garage his automobile,
a 1924 Buick touring sedan. He was also a “Ham”
radio operator, transmitting and receiving using
Morse code “C.W.." later upgrading to voice
transmission, His transmitter had a remarkable
range. | can recall his transmitting and receiving to
Southeastern Alaska and to a Coast Guard cutter [ar
out in the Gulf of Alaska, as well as to Chitina and
Cordova,

The power plant alongside the glacier had five
alternators. One 1000 kilowatt steam turbine drive,
one 500 kilowatt steam turbine drive, one 250
kilowatt Pelton water wheel drive used in the
summier when abundant water was available and two
500 kilowatt alternators driven by two 600 horse
power McIntosh-Seymour 6 cylinder diesel engines,
These engines were very large, the cvlinder bore was
so big, a man could be lowered inside after the
pistons were remove,

The depression of the carly 1930s changed our life
style somewhat. My father had to take a cut in
salary of $10C a month. We had to move from the
house on the hill, to another one north of the power
house. The company did not feel they could afford
to pump steam to the cottages on the hill, A

Written Responses —————

challenge for my father was 1o find a way to cut the
operating cost of one of the diesel engines, which
produced electricity for the camp and mines. All
that was necessary to produce electric power was
one engine.

My father experimented and found this 6 cylinder
iiesel engine would operate with no more than 3
eylinders removed, this cut the consumption of
diesel fuel in half. The power plant was a large
building, which also housed four large vertical
boilers which produce steam. There was an oil
storage tank located on the hill above the power
plant with the capacity to operate the power plant all
winter,

Rennecott was a self-contained community. We had
electricity, steam heat in most cottages, indoor
plumbing and telephones. We also had a school,
hospital, library, social hall, tennis court, baseball
diamond and ice skating rink in the winter. The two
room schoolhouse was just south of the west
bunkhouse. 1 attended and progressed from the 1st
grade through the 7th grade, most years I was the
only one in my grade. There were a few kids in
camp near my age to play with,

There was a class distinction in camp. Children
were counseled by parents not to hang around or
enter the two bunkhouses, where they could be
exposed to the hardened life and manners of the
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single laborers. Some of us boys ignored that. The
upper class consisted of the manager and the
superintendent. They lived in very nice homes,
even equipped with electric ranges in the Kitchens.
The manager's home was a large two story frame
house with a big rock fireplace. It was built
especially for Stephen Birch, the founder of
Kennecott Copper Corporation. Single teachers,
nurses, engineers, and clerical workers were housed
in the staff house and the staff annex, which had a
private mess or dining room. There was a nice
furnished apartment over the hospital for the doctor
if he was a family man. The middle class consisted
mostly of families, whose menfolk worked at
technical jobs or were foremen of various facilities
around camp. All houses of the upper class and
some houses of the middle class had indoor
plumbing and steam heat. The lower class included
single men who did all Kinds of jobs and lived in the
bunkhouses, which had indoor plumbing and steam
heat. There were both white collar and blue collar
workers in the middle and lower class. The single
men in the bunkhouses had a reading room, pool
room, and a card room for recreation.

The staff people liked kids. 1 was treated fine, I
pretty much had the run of the camp, with my
father on staff as master mechanic. 1 would visit the
tram house, mill, Mlotation and leaching plants, as
well as the power plant and machine shops, T had a
special friend who was an operator in the power

plant, Leo Higley. e would let me blow the whistle
at noon. He taught me how to read the dials on the
big electrical switchboard, and how to start small
steam pumps, prior to starting the big steam
turbines. Another special friend was an electrician,
Wes Bloom. I went around with him and helped oil
all the electric motors, from the tram house all the
way down through the mill and lotation plants
every Sunday. The notses were quite deafening in
the tram house, where the ore was dumped from the
tram buckets into two big Buchanan jaw crushers,
The mill below the tram house was also quite noisy
with disk crushers, a Traylor roller mill, vibrating
screens, conveyor belt, Hancock jigs, a steel ball mill
and the 39 concentration tables. There was the
smell of chemicals in the flotation and leaching
plants, The power house was noisy and smelled of
oil and steam from the diesel engines, steam pumps,
turbines, and boilers.

My activities in the summer included trips with my
father to McCarthy and Green Butte, Dan Creek,
Chititu Creek, and Baultoff Lake. We skied and
tobogganed on the glacier in the winter. We could
also ice skate on the rink by the school. The only
special school activity | can remember was a special
Christmas Program. Each year under the direction
of our teacher we kids put on a Christmas program
in the social hall. The company gave us kids nice
Christmas presents. One year we received roller



skates and we skated in the social hall. 1 also reeall
seeing silent motion pictures in the social hall,

Orientals were emploved at the bunkhouses to cook,
serve meals and clean. There was one Japanese
fellow, we called “Jimmy the Bed Bug Chaser”. We
boys could always beg some candy from him at the
bunkhouse next to the company store. He spoke
very little English, and had Japavese newspapers in
his room. The Orientals also operated a laundry at
Kennecott, which provided services for the staff
house, hospital, staff house annex and dining room,
the bunkhouses and even some private cottages.

Some Happenings and Experiences at Camp

The company store and post office was a local or
central place that everyone in camp came to and as
children we went there often. There was a storage
room for canned goods, a candy storeroom and
tobacco storeroom., where there was as much
snoose as smoking tobacco. The store stocked dry
goods and machinery parts for the mill and mine.
One room in the store contained the C.R. & N.W.
RR telephone. This single telephone line paralleled
the railroad all the way down to Cordova.

I remember running up to the company store at
noon one day. A big German shepherd dog took off
after me and bit me on the rump. The man who
owned the dog worked at the company store. He

Written Responses —————

was aware of what happened but made little of it. 1
ran home bawling, interrupting my father’s lunch. 1
dropped my pants, my parents were not happy with
what they saw. Father took me down to the
Superintendent’s cottage. 1 was told to drop my
pants again for show and tell. Father informed the
Superintendent that if the dog wasn't out of camp
by sundown, he would shoot it. | then went to the
hospital for stitches, The man who owned the dog
was very cool toward us after that,

Ome Saturday in the month of January, 1
experienced a real bad bellyache. The doctor was
called to come up to our house. After three trips up
the hill, he decided 1 had a bad appendix and his
lungs were getting frosted hiking up the hill from
the hospital. My father made a phone call and had a
company truck come up to the house and take me
down te the hospital. Father didn’t like the doctor.
He felt the doctor drank too much and didn’t want
him to operate. Eventually father relented, but
before they could perform the operation, they had to
call for a third nurse from McCarthy who had been
an R.N. She had to be brought up by dog team and
sometime in the wee hours of the morning they
operated on me. When [ woke up, my gangrene
appendix was in a bottle of formaldehvde by my
bed. 1 had many visitors and laughed so hard 1
burst my stitches. I was in the hospital for two
weeks.
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One summer during the depression my mother and
sister made a trip outside, thus father and | were
bachelors. There was mechanical trouble at the
Bonanza Mine, which required him to go to the
mine and stay a few days. He didn’t want to leave
me alone but I was not allowed to ride the tram, so
we walked up to the mine. We stayed in a
bunkhouse at the Bonanza Mine. The next day the
mine foreman (Bob Sullivan) took us inside the
mine, We rode the Bonanza skip down several
hundred feet. You had to lay down in the skip car 1o
ride in it. We got off the skip and walked through a
long tunnel and came out the other side of the
mountain at the Jumbo Mine. We returned to
Bonanza the way we came and when my father had
finished his work we walked back down the
mountain to Kennecott,

| was climbing a ladder to retrieve something from
the roof of the superintendent’s house one day
when the ladder slipped and down I fell. 1 knew
something was wrong with my right arm, but 1
walked home. Dad took me to the hospital, an x-ray
showed 1 had a broken arm. The doctor set my
fractured arm and put it in a cast. Later he sent my
father bill for $250, Dad was so mad, he almost an
the doctor out of camp until he adjusted the hill.

During the years | was growing up at camp, |
remember a couple of “badger fights", The
organizers would spread the word around camp,

that they had gotten a “badger” from Seattle. They
would have the head carpenter build a box 1o hold
the badger. The box had a door that could be
pulled open with a rope. the box was built with two
compartments, one for a rabbit and one for a
badger. The organizers always picked a newcomer
or “cheechako” to referee the fight. The cheechako
was dressed up with shin guards, boots, parka and
given a hockey stick to keep the badger and dog
fighting and away from the audience of men,
women and children, The recreation hall was full of
people, almost everyone in camp and hall of
McCarthy came to watch and bet on the badger
fight. The organizers would take bets on whether
the dog or badger would win. Just as the fight was
to start, the superintendent would storm in and say
“No badger fighting and gambling will be tolerated.
Everyone get out.™. A terrible argument would
erupt between the organizers and the super. Then
half of the crowd would jeer the super. Finally the
organizers would grab the superintendent, rush him
out of the recreation hall and throw him in a snow
bank. Then the badger fight would start. The
cheechako and any people who were not in the
“know”™ were excited and scared. The dog was
turned loose and ran up to the box and nearly tore it
up barking and smelling the badger. Then a lot of
men surrounded the box making a circle about 20
feet in diameter. The cheechako with the hockey
club was instructed to Keep the badger away from
getting him or any of the men, women and children.



He was given the rope to pull open the door so the
badger could come out. The dog was frantically
barking and everyone was getting him more excited.
When the time came, the cheechako with the hockey
stick was to give the rope a good pull and the fight
would be on, but he had to have the hockey stick
over his head so he could prorect himself from the
badger and the dog. When he pulled the door open,
on the end of the rope, tied to its handle was a white
“commode” (like they had in every house under the
bed before they had bathrooms). “AND NO
BADGER.” You can imagine all the lavghter and
embarrassment as the “fight” ended with the dog
smelling the commode and wondering what became
of the rabbit. The crowd broke up early and
everyone went home or continued the party
elsewhere. The superintendent even slipped in the
back door to watch the fight. Of course the super
was in consort with the organizers to make his
orders and the argument more authentic. It was one
form of entertainment and good clean fun at
Kennecort in those days.

Troubles on the Trail between McCarthy and
Kennecott

One of my schoolmates at the Kennecott school was
John Watsjold. He lived in McCarthy, but had to go
to school at Kennecott at that time. He would walk
up or mush his dog team in the winter. I would
accompany him part of the way back to McCarthy

Written Responises

to keep him company after school. One afternoon
after school 1 helped John harness up the dogs and
we headed down the tracks for McCarthy, 1 was
riding in the sled and John was mushing. About a
mile below camp we came upon a miner laying on
the trail. He was obviously on his way back to camp
after a good time in McCarthy. e was unconscious
and “into his cups”. We loaded him on the sled and
John took him to the Kennecott hospital. 1 had to
walk back alone, but thought nothing of it. It was
below zero and dark. The miner was not even
wearing mittens - he lost several fingers on each
hand from frost bite.

One summer day an ore train left Kennecott for
Cordova. At Blackburn, just north of McCarthy, a
Kennecott worker was laying across the tracks “into
his cups”, passed out. The train could not stop
before it ran over him. He lost both legs. A train
crew could make a telephone call anywhere along
the railroad on the single strand line. The train crew
called Kennecott, and the company truck was sent
down to pick him up. He was dead on arrival at the
Kennecott hospital from shock and loss of blood.
Early in the evening my father received a phone call
from the superintendent. | figured something was
up, and tried to tag along with Dad when he left the
house. He said no. 1 ran over to the brow of the hill
to watch. Dad went down to one of the bunkhouses
and got four men. They walked to the hospital,
shortly after they came out of the hospital with a
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body on a stretcher and carried it to the carpenter
shop, where coffins were stored. There was no such
thing as embalming in those days. The man was
buricd in the Kennecott cemetery, on the wagon
road to McCarthy, because next of kin could not
afford to have the remains shipped outside, A
wagon road paralleled the railroad right of way to
McCarthy, in some places it was right on the edge of
the glacier,

Another time some Kennecott workers were
returning from McCarthy “feeling no pain” on the
wagon road in a closed sedan. Just before you got to
“Suicide Point”, south of the cemetery, there was a
hill. The car stalled on the hill, rolled backwards
down the hill and over an embankment about eight
feet down to the very edge of the glacier. the men
were not seriously injured. | suppose due to the fact
that they were feeling no pain and were not thrown
out of the closed car. | remember visiting the wreck
site with my father who proclaimed, “there was
nothing wrong with the brakes on that car alter the
wreck”,

A special friend was Art Holt, a locomotive engineer
on the Copper River & Northwestern Railroad.
when he brought a train to Kennecott, he would
always beckon me to come up into the cab of the
locomotive to ride while hey switched cars around.
This friendship led to “the wild train ride from
Kennecott to MeCarthy™ | a story I have told many
times,

The Wild Train Ride

The camp had been closed down for two or three
years in the early 1930s. They decided to resume
operations in 1935, The company kept a train crew
at Kennecott all winter while the railroad was closed
down from December to June, to move loaded ore
cars to a siding near McCarthy and return some
empties every two or three weeks. They would fill
cars here at Kennecott in the sacking shed. They
would stack the sacks up on the flat cars. When all
the cars were loaded, they would take the full ones
down to McCarthy and bring a few emptics back.
The engineer (Art Holt) seemed to think I was a
nice kid and he would always beckon me to climb
up in the cab while he switched the cars at
Kennecott, One day he asked, "Would you like to
ride down to McCarthy with me tomorrow?™. 1 said,
“Sure.” So when the time came | could hardly wait,
It was a surprise to me that there were several
women and children going along too, because there
was limited room in the cab of a steam locomotive.
There we were, we started out going down he hill
from the camp. There is somewhat of a grade
between Kennecott and McCarthy, and for some
reason the brakes didn’t work on the ore cars. Wow!
Soon we were going 70 or 80 miles an hour.
McCarthy went by like a blur. There was a big, long
trestle at McCarthy that crossed the two forks of the
Kennecott River, and we zipped across it. All the
time we were plowing about two feet of snow. There



is an upgrade after you get to the other side, just
near the Iverson farm and it slowed us down and we
stopped. Then we backed up to the siding, dumped
the ore cars, and picked up the empties and went
back to McCarthy. The women were scared to
death. They wouldn’t ride the locomotive back with
the engineer and crew. 1 thought the ride was kinda
neat. | wasn't scared at all and they certainly gave
some thought to throwing us children off in the
snow banks on the way down, but they didn't do it.
When we got back to camp, word of the wild train
ride soon spread over the mukluk telegraph. I had
not asked my parents for permission to go. I was
grounded at home for some time.

The Final Years at Kennecolt

In 1931 copper prices hit bottom, five cents a pound.
The Kennecott mines were closed down through
1934, The last general manager, Bevan Presley, left
Kennecott, The mill superintendent E,]. Duggan,
who had helped design the leaching plant, was
appointed general superintendent. The Kennecott
mines reopened in 1935, but these were the years of
decline, depression and temporary recovery, One
compromise was to close down the operation of the
railroad during the winter. We moved back up on
the hill here we previously had lived. Throughout
the winter the company stored the concentrates and
high grade ore next to the railroad right of way or at
sidings near McCarthy. When spring arrived, over

56,000 sacks of copper concentrates were stacked at
camp awaiting shipment to Cordova. Exploratory
work resumed at the mines, but no new ore
showings were located. The eventual closing of the
mines was obvious to the management staff at
Kennecott,

Superintendent Duggan left Kennecott to accept the
position of mill superintendent at Climax
Molybdenum Corporation in Colorado. Walter A.
Richelsen, a petty, narrow-minded mining engineer,
who had been at Kennecott for many years, was
appointed acting superintendent for the last few
years. He had no experience in management,
supervision or the guidance and overseeing of
employees. There was a lot of friction, disharmony
and antagonism between my father and Mr.
Richelsen on company policies and management
decisions. My father and Mr. Richelsen had a big
argument about replacing the traveling cable on the
Bonanza tram, from the tram house to the angle
station and back. This cable was one inch in
diameter 16,000 feet long. Rich felt used cable was
adequate, my father insisted on new cable. Rich had
to OK the order it was so big. My father prevailed
and new cable it was.

By 1937, management had reached the decsion to
close down late in 1938, Tailings from the ammonia
leaching plant were dumped between the glacier and
the leaching plant by drag line. These tailings
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averaged 4 to 6% copper. My father sent a telegraph
to Kennecott corporate headquarters in New York,
suggesting that these tailings could be run back
through the mill, flotation and leaching plants,
making some profit for the company. When Mr.,
Richelsen learned my father had “gone over his
head™, he displayed a violent outburst of anger,
followed by a frenzied rage. His first action was
ordering the tailings sluiced down into the
Kennecott River. Next, he summarily discharged
my father as master mechanic at Kennecott. So that
was the end for my father, he had to move my
mother, (my sister) Jean and I 1o Seatdde, This
oceurred in May or June of 1937. My father, who
had been at Kennecott for as long a period of time
as anyone, left Kennecott forever, two months later,
We left virtually all of our houschold goods in the
cottage on the hill at Kennecott,

The mines ¢losed late in the fall of 1938, Equipment
of salvageable value, mostly from the power plant
and machine shop, was removed and shipped out
before the abandonment of the railroad operations.
The last train left Kennecott for Cordova November
11, 1938.
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KENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

LGENERAL INFORMATION

NAME:
Jean Presley Bowles

CURRENT AGE:
69

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH:
November 14, 1922 Latouche, Alaska

WHAT IS YOUR FAMILIES NATIONAL
ORIGIN?

Mother and father American, grandparents
Danish and English

WHAT OCCUPATIONS HAVE YOU BEEN
INVOLVED INMOST OF YOUR LIFE?
Book publishing, New York City, New York

IMMEDIATE FAMILY NAMES:

FATHER Bevan Presley

MOTHER Margaret Thaanum Presley
SISTERS none

BROTHER David Bevan Presley

OTHERS LIVING WITH YOU WHILE IN
KENNECOTT:

WHERE DID YOU LIVE BEFORE MOVING
TO KENNECOTT?
Latouche, Alaska

WHATOCCUPATION WASYOUR FAMILY



12.

11,

INVOLVED IN BEFORE MOVING TO
RENNECOTT?

My father was superintendent of the
Kennecott mines on Latouche Island. He was
a mining engineer. He had known Alaska
since his teens: he worked on boats out of
Seattle, prospected, and helped build
Hinchenbrook Lighthouse (summer work
belore graduating university).

WHY DID YOU/YOUR FAMILY MOVETO
KENNECOTT AND HOW WAS THE
MOVE MADE?

My father was made manager/superintendent
of Kennecott. Of course, our move was made
via Alaska Steamship Co. and the Copper
River and Northwestern Railroad!

WHAT YEARS DID YOU LIVEIN
KENNECOTT AND WHAT WAS YOUR AGE
AT THE TIME?

From (summier, | think) 1929 (o spring 1932,
ages seven through ten (when we left),

WHAT ROLE DID YOU PLAY IN THE
KENNECOTT COMMUNITY?
“one of the gang”

A WHAT WASYOUR FATHER'S ROLE/
OCCUPATION?
Manager/superintendent, mining

13,

14

15,
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engineer. My parents hiked, skied,
vegetable gardened, took pictures,
developed, and printed them, played
bridge. and read a lot.

B.  WHAT WAS YOUR MOTHER'S ROLE/
OCCUPATION?
Housewife and mother

WHY DID YOU LEAVE KENNECOTT?
My father was made head of Alaska Steamship
Co. (in addition to the mines).

WHERE DID YOUR FAMILY GO UPON
LEAVING KENNECOTT?
Seattle, Washington

WHAT OCCUPATION DID YOUR FAMILY
BECOME INVOLVED IN AFTER
LEAVING KENNECOTT?

My father died in 1932; my mother died in
1933,

WHO, FROM KENNECOTT, HAVEYOU
KEPT IN TOUCH WITH OVER THE
YEARS?

Inger Jensen Ricci, Nell Nicklas McCann (she
was my father’s secretary), Robert Mooney
family, Vickery family, Duggan [amily.
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DID YOU ENCOUNTER PEOPLE YOU
KNEW FROM KENNECOTT AT OTHER
MINING TOWNS OR MINES?

IF YES, WHO AND WHERE?

IL HOUSING

WHERE DID YOU LIVE WHILE IN
KENNECOTT?

The big white square house straight up the hill
from the office, beside National Creek Falls; it
was destroyed by the people who acquired
surface mineral rights in the late "30s-carly
"60s. The assistant superintendent/manager’s
house was also destroyed.

LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS

A

PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR HOUSE IN
SUCH A WAY ASTO COVER THE
NUMBER AND TYPES OF ROOMS,
FLOOR AND WALL COVERINGS,
SOURCE OF HEAT, POWER OR
LIGHT, PLUMBING, HOUSING
COSTS, ETC, (anything vou recall will
be helpful).

Downstairs: Living room with stone
fireplace with hygrade copper inscts
(carved); dining room; Kitchen: “back
porch”—laundry tubs, machine. Also
big guest bedroom and complete bath—

this was for important company guests,

VIPs from Kennecott Copper Co,

Upstairs: Long hall with four

bedrooms and large

bathroom.

Attic: Accessible by ladder
through trap door in
hallway (hot and dusty
up there, a few old
things, trunks, ete.)

WHAT HOUSEHOLD ITEMS DID
YOU BRING WITH YOUAND WHICH
ONES DID YOU ACQUIREAT
KENNECOTT?

I belicve my family owned only a few
special furniture pieces—occasional
table, desk, ete., plus our own linens,
silver, pictures, books, china, pots and
pans. (The super’s house was also
expected to put up overnight VIP
visitors, and [ imagine that is why the
company provided its furniture, etc,—
and also since mine managers/
superintendents changed more often
than other jobs.)

WHAT ITEMS DID YOU TAKE WITH
YOU WHEN YOU LEFT
KENNECOTT?

All our personal stuff.
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D. DIDTHECOMPANY PAY FOR YOU
TOMOVETO OR FROM
KENNECOTT?

Yes, | assume so.

WHAT TYPES OF ACCOMMODATIONS
WERE AVAILABLE FOR SINGLE MEN
AND WOMEN?

Others can tell of this. | know I loved visiting
the stall house—the men and women who
lived there seemed such a fine lot, free and
energetic and fun—and they were very good 1o
us children, going skiing, on hikes and

picnics, etc.

1L DAILY LIFE

WAS YOUR FAMILY A *TYPICAL" FAMILY
IN KENNECOTT?

We were all emploved by the same company
and lived in a company town. We were to that
extent one family and we depended otherwise
on each other in many ways.

HOW WAS THE HOUSEHOLD WORK
DIVIDED AMONG FAMILY MEMBERS?
We did a lot together— the dishes, helping
clean our rooms, getting wood, shoveling
snow, helping i the vegetable garden.

Written Responses —————

WHAT CHORES WERE YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY?

I loved going to the store, and my father
fastened a sturdy wooden box to a sled to pull
our stuff back up the hill,

IF YOUR FAMILY MAINTAINED A
GARDEN, WIAT WAS GROWN AND HOW
WAS I'T PRESERVED?

My father had a large vegetable garden on the
hillside above National Creek. Turnips were
memorable! We pulled them, washed them in
the creek, and ate them raw! THe also grew
beets, radishes, lettuce.

WHAT TYPE OF COOKING STOVE WAS
USED?
Electric

WHAT TYPES OF ITEMS WERE
AVAILABLEAT THE COMPANY STORE,
INCLUDING FOOD AND CLOTHING?
Depending on who was the buyer in the states
for the Company (I learned this later). The
stock for *Christmas Shopping™ could include
costume jewelry, dress shirts and neckties,
fancy suspenders, a big variety of toys,
decorative pillows, Everyday things such as
boots and slickers, tools, shovels, mosquito
netting, flashlights, knives, shoelaces,
handkerchiefs. Every Saturday my brother
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and | spent five cents of our ten cent
allowance for a candy bar, It was very hard to
choose!

WHAT ITEMS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN
KENNECOTT?
Books, phonograph records

HOW DID YOU OBTAIN THESE
UNAVAILABLE ITEMS?

Ordered from the states (Seattle mostly) or
sent by relatives. Of course we ordered things
from the Sears-Roebuck catalog. 1 remember
we bought shoes in Cordova when we were
going through.

IN WHAT WAY WAS THE RAILROAD
IMPORTANT TO YOUR LIFEAS A
RESIDENT OF KENNECOTT?

Qur vital link! Mail, visitors, via “speeder™
visits to Long Lake, Iverson’s farm, cte.

WHICH DOCTORS AND NURSES DO YOU
REMEMBER FROM KENNECOTT?

Dr. Wilson (his son, |.W.), nurses “Mickey™
and Anne Ball (married Charlie Hooks)

HOW OFTEN AND FOR WHAT DID YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY USE THE

HOSPITAL:

In winter, we had “sunlamp” sessions—once a

week, | think, It was the vogue everywhere, |
believe, to take the “good” rays!

WHICH CHILDHOOD DISEASES DID YOU
HAVE AND DID YOU HAVE THEM
WHILE LIVING IN KENNECOTT?

We had whooping cough. Apparently we had
it already when we started off for the states (a
business trip for my father) in 1930 | think.
Diagnosed in Seattle, my brother and | were
quarantined there, and when we returned to
Kennecott, we could not return to school for
another week. | remember my brother and 1
built a lean-to on the hill and retired there
every day with sandwiches and books, and
pretended we were in Afriga of all places!

As a footnote—we had stopped to visit an
Indian school near Juneau on the trip south.
David and I played with the kids there that
day and apparently exposed them to whooping
cough, for later on many got the disease. (It
can be very serious and there was no
vaccination then.) | remember being very
scared that someone would die. None did, but
I think the Department of the Interior must
have heen very concerned, too.



V. WORKAND LABOR

DID YOU EVER WORK FOR KENNECOTT
COPPER CORPORATION AND IF SO,
WHAT JOBS DID YOU HOLD?

No. My brother David did, however, He was
a “bucket chaser” in the summer of 1937 (see
George Sullivan’s recollections), He joined the
CI1O-United Mine and Smelter workers. He
lived in the big bunkhouse near the store,
along the railroad tracks.

PLEASE DESCRIBE ANY JOB AT
KENNECOTT WITH WHICH YOU ARE AT
ALL FAMILIAR, CONSIDERING DUTIES,
PROCESSES, MACHINERY, AND

WAGES.

My father really supervised all mine activities.
He visited one of the mines once a week and
wrote reports; I believe he outlined the work
(Jumbo, Bonanza, Mother Lode, Eric)
regularly. Of course he was in touch with New
York HQ, often by telegram (mail was, of
course, slow). He also visited the Latouche
operation.

WERE YOU EVER AWARE OF ANY
LABOR/MANAGEMENT DISPUTES?
PLEASE DESCRIBE.

No, not in the mines., Somehow we knew,
though, about rumors of organizing the

Written Responses

ratlroad men. After all, the railroad had been
built as a private enterprise, but the U.S.
owned at least half of it on the basis of the
“checkerboard” pattern of awarding federal
land for railway systems. The railroad unions
were strong in the Lower 48,

WERE YOU AWARE OF CERTAIN
NATIONALITIES OR ETHNIC GROUPS
PREDOMINATING IN SPECIFIC JOBS?
WHICH JOBS:?

It seems to me that the miners were most often
Scandinavian, Slavic, Finnish, Russian, etc.

VL SCHOOL

WHAT YEARSAND GRADES DID YOU
ATTEND KENNECOTT SCHOOL?
Years: 1929.1932

Grades: 2, 3, 4

PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE, NOTING AVERAGE CLASS
SIZE, NUMBER OF TEACHERS, AND
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION.
DO YOU REMEMBER ANY TEACHER IN
PARTICULAR?

The whole was two rooms and my “class™ was
three people, mostly. The teachers 1
remember were: Leslie Brown, Ruth Waters,
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and Bertha Kranz. 1 liked them all—I thought
they were so smart! During third grade we
had pen pals in Arizona and exchanged letters
on our ways of life! T don’t know who inspired
this, but it was great fun.

DID YOU FEEL EDUCATIONALLY
PREPARED UPON LEAVING
KENNECOTT SCHOOL, WHY OR WY
NOT?

Yes. In fact, because of the two room
schoolhouse background, we were “ahead”™ of
children in the states. The grade school in
Seattle wanted to skip my brother one grade,
but my parents wisely declined this.

WHATTYPES OF ADULT EDUCATION
WERE PROVIDED?
I don’t know—maybe first aid?

VL SOCIAL LIFE AND RECREATION

WHAT TYPES OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
DID YOU ENGAGE IN WHILE AT
KENNECOTT? (dances, parties, etc.)

All ages went to dances (monthly?) and movies
(silents, Saturday nights). The parents played
bridge (in our house or others). We had
others in for dinner occasionally. We made
candy. did jigsaw puzzles. The Christmas

program and tree and presents were
memorable. The miners were very gencrous—
a fund was got up for the presents—I often
asked if they weren't “lonesome” for their
families. (My impression was that they were
saving up to go home—someone must have
indicated this to me, probably my parents—
although it sounds very “idealistic.” On the
other hand, we were not “protected” from
other real-life happenings: the garage man
going slightly nuts (cabin fever?) and being
packed on the train to be sent to a hospital in
the states—I remember seeing this event. And
a suicide in McCarthy, a man | liked a lot, he
chopped the tires on his truck, ranting and
raving (they said), and then shot himself in
view of his wife and kids. Of course we heard
about fights in the bunkhouse and
drunkenness and brawls in McCarthy.

WERE THESE ACTIVITIES PRIVATE,
COMPANY OR SCHOOL SPONSORED?
The company must have provided the silent
movies and contributed to the Christmas
event, but | am not sure,

WITH WHOM DID YOUR FAMILY
SOCIALIZE (examples: mine workers, mill
workers, administrative staff members,
families with children in your age group, single
people, married couples with no children)?



My parents did things with other couples—or
as families—(sledding, skiing) hikes, skating,
tennis with groups, singles, kids, ete.

HOW DID SINGLE MEN AND WOMEN
FITINTO THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION?
Every way, | remember. 1 got the impression
they all enjoyed their lives in Kennecort.

WHAT TYPES OF RECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES WERE AVAILABLE TO THE
RESIDENTS OF KENNECOTT?

Skating rink, tennis courts, community hall
(games?), dances, movies, baseball games.

VIL. OTHER INFORMATION

DID YOU TRAVEL AT ALL WHILE LIVING
IN KENNECOTT?

Yes, we visited the relatives in Seattle when my
father was obliged to go there for business.

A DIDYOUTRAVEL LOCALLY, HOW
OFTEN, FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND
WHAT WASTHEMETHOD OF
TRAVEL?

We also took a trip on the Richardson
Highway (Tonsina, Copper Center, on
down to Valdez) with 2 automobiles and
two drivers—our family and the Duggan

Written Rﬂpmma —

family. It was summer and we fished
and hiked etc. We staved in Valdez and
visited friends.

B. DIDYOUMAKE TRIPS TO THE
CONTINENTAL US. HOW OFTEN,
FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND WHAT
WAS THE METHOD OF TRAVEL?
As above—to Seattle (Alaska Steamship
Co.) every other year, | think.

r WHAT WASTHE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN KENNECOTT AND
MCCARTHY?

Company Town (camp) and “wide open, free
town” Federal law was in McCarthy—U.S.
marshal and a jail! Also, “free”™ women, ice
cream cones and sodas, roadhouses,
prospectors, explorers!

JEAN PRESLEY BOWLES
Preface to Answers
[ have always referred to Kennecott as "camp”~ as
in “mining camp.” It is strange to hear it referred to

as a “town.” To me, McCarthy was a town.

In more realistic terms (and as it actually was)
Rennecott was a “company town"—the difference
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being that anyone could choose to live in MeCarthy,
but not anyone could live in Kennecott., People were
employed by Kennecott, the Company, There were
no jobs or housing for people not connected with
the Kennecott Copper Corporation.

In some ways, and especially for the children
growing up in Kennecott, it was like being in a big
family. We, the children, could not get lost! It was
pretty certain that everyone else in Camp knew who
we were and knew our names, who are parents were,
and where we lived. Because we were not a large
number (20 to 30) we tended to do things together—
all ages, both sexes, according to interest, in big
groups or small. Occasionally, there were feuds,
teasing, jealousies, “fights,”

Our activities were mainly outdoors whatever the
season, and there was never a great emphasis on
toys or “things.” We had sleds and skates, halls,
flashlights, jack knives and hatchets, skis,
snowshoes. We made up some of our games. Pony
Express, Cowboys and Indians, We built log cabins
and lean-tos and brush teepees. The games were
close o real life. We also played baseball, built snow
forts, and had mighty battles, made snow tunnels,
went exploring on hikes to the Glacier and up the
mountains, and had trap lines. We greatly admired,
of which there were only two, I think, in Kennccott.
We knew the wildlife around us: various birds,
ptaraigan, coyotes, and possum, ete. We went

berry picking down the railroad tracks and were on
the lookout for bears (running rapidly the other way
if we thought we heard them in the bushes!).

[ liked meeting the trains in summer, although 1
remember thinking it odd that people wanted to take
the trip to Kennecott and look around Camp at how
we “lived.”

1 did not feel deprived of anything—though
dreaming ol the bright goods in the Sears Roebuck
catalog. I did not think our lives were “hard”
because of either weather or work, although 1 did
feel sorry for the men who worked down in the
mines, that work was hard and noisy and dangerous,
I thought my life was wonderful and fun. T think we
all loved school—I know I did. I thought our
teachers were bright and lively. I thought we always
knew all the news—my parents didn’t seem to
gossip, but would I know! My father did tell us
about the mines and how things worked—he loved
his work and conveyed his great interest in it, and in
the rugged country as well. Both my mother and
father told us about life outside Kennecott, when
they were growing up in Seattle, and we visited there
ourselves. That always made me glad to return—]
felt safe in Kennecortt and it was my home.

I found it exciting to visit—even just 200 miles away
in Cordova. I remember thinking I wished
Rennecott also had salt water and docks and fishing



boats! 1 had loved that part of life living on
Latouche Island where | was born, In Cordova, 1
realized people did a lot of different things other
than mining—there was a real newspaper, and
different types of stores (not just one), and a movie
house that even showed “talkies.” There were a lot
more children, a bigger school. But I did not want
to live there. There were even restaurants in
Cordova—the owner-cook of the Chinese restaurant
was a [riend of my mother. He had cooked at the
University of Washington. She was very fond of
him. In summer he cooked for the railroad repair
crews (parked on a siding with caboose, dining and
sleeping cars), and 1 remember stopping by in a
specder when he gave us a sack full of his huge
sugar cookics.

We knew that we were special in Alaska—at least 1
did—that we were a territory under the federal
government. We were remarkably patriotic—I don't
think anyone could have had a more typically noisy
and happy Fourth of July celebration—f{lags,
costumes, cap pistols, a ball game, 3legged and
potato-sack races, ice cream, and pie eating contests.

When [ went to register for my first vote, I was 21
and seeking my fortune in New York City (1944), 1
turned in my Jppﬁc:liun form and the woman at the
desk looked up and said “naturalization papers?™ 1
was astonished and laughed, but then recovered and
replied “1 was purchised in 1868; Alaska is a

Written Responses

territory.” The registrars were embarrassed, but
nevertheless one went off to ¢all City Hall, since
they could not find a qualification in the voting law.
The woman came back with smiling apologies,
happily accepted, and 1 was signed up. It was not
until Statehood, of course, that citizens living in
Alaska could vote there, although they were paying
income taxes. Like all the others before them, it was
“taxation without representation.”

I celebrated when Statchood came by taking my first
journey back to Alaska, including a trip to Kennecott
where the mill was still fully standing in all its rved
gloryv. I returned with my husband on another trip
in 1984 and it still felt like “going home.”

Jean Bowles
November 1991

ROY'SKODAK PARTY

This information concerning the photograph was
from Nell Nicklas McCann—in a visit to her in
Fairbanks in 1984,

Roy Omura was “houseboy” at the staff house in
Kennecott. (Houschoy was a name applied to
Japanese or Filipino servants on the Pacific Coast in
the "20s and "30s.) Roy did the chores—<leaning
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and tidying, I suppose—and perhaps he also waited
table at the staff dining room, which was in a
separate building.

Roy was also interested in photography. In 1930
there was a promotion by the Kodak Company for
their film, and the Company gave away their
Brownie cameras to kids all over the U.S. The
Brownie was a snappy brown, simple box camera,
with grainy-textured covering to simulate leather,
Somchow, we all got cameras, apparently through
Roy, and he gave up a party to celebrate!

You can see that we all got dressed up on a
summer’s day, and Roy took this picture of us on
the steps of the staff house. We had lemonade and
cookies.

Jean Bowles
November 1991

KENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

. NAME:
William D. Douglass

2 CURRENT AGE:
/3

DATEAND PLACE OF BIRTH:
December 17, 1917 Kennecott, Alaska

WHAT IS YOUR FAMILIES NATIONAL
ORIGIN?

Father Scotch/English, Mother born in
Ireland

WHATOCCUPATIONS HAVE YOU BEEN
INVOLVED IN MOST OF YOUR LIFE?
Lawver since 1942

IMMEDIATE FAMILY NAMES:

FATHER William Crawford Douglass
MOTHER Mabel Dixon Douglass

SISTERS Jean, Sheila, and Nancy Douglass
BROTHERS half brother James Douglass
never lived in Alaska

OTHERS LIVING WITH YOU WHILE IN
KENNECOTT: Loretta Hallett, a nurse friend
of my mother who acted as our nanny

WHERE DID YOU LIVE BEFORE MOVING
TO KENNECOTT?
Born there

WHAT OCCUPATION WAS YOUR FAMILY
INVOLVED IN BEFORE MOVING TO
KENNECOTT?

Mining in Butte, Montana



1C.

12.

13.

W1IY DID YOU/YOUR FAMILY MOVETO
KENNECOTT AND HOW WAS THE
MOVE MADE?

My father was offered the job of mine foreman

WHAT YEARS DID YOU LIVEIN
KENNECOTT AND WHAT WAS YOUR AGE
AT THE TIME? December 1917 until
September 1929

WHAT ROLE DID YOU PLAY IN THE
KENNECOTT COMMUNITY?
That of a child going to school

A. WHAT WASYOUR FATHER'S ROLE/
OCCUPATION?

Mine foreman, then superintendent of all
operations. Mining engineer graduate of the
Colorado School of Mines, Golden, Colorado,
1911,

B. WHAT WASYOUR MOTHER'S ROLE/
OCCUPATION?

Housewife. Former registered nurse in Butte,
Montana for the Anaconda Corporation.

WHY DID YOU LEAVE KENNECOTT?
September 1929

WHERE DID YOUR FAMILY GO UPON

4.

B
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LEAVING KENNECOTT?
Seattle, then La Jolla, CA and San Diego, CA,
ultimately Kimberley, Nevada

WHAT OCCUPATION DID YOUR FAMILY
BECOME INVOLVED IN AFTER
LEAVING KENNECOTT?

Copper mining in Kimberley, Nevada

WHO, FROM KENNECOTT,HAVE YOU
KEPT IN TOUCH WITH OVER THE
YEARS?

No one

DID YOU ENCOUNTER PEOPLE YOU
KNEW FROM KENNECOTT AT OTHER
MINING TOWNS OR MINES?

No

IF YES, WHO AND WHERE?

L HOUSING

WHERE DID YOU LIVE WHILE IN
KRENNECOTT?

In the house next door to the stall house
along side and below the mill and about 150
feet from the canyon. 1 understand it has
burned down.
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2. HVINGACCOMMODATIONS:

A

PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR HOUSE IN
SUCHA WAY ASTO COVER THE
NUMBER AND TYPES OF ROOMS,
FLOOR AND WALL COVERINGS,
SOURCE OF HEAT, POWER OR
LIGHT, PLUMBING, HOUSING
COSTS, ETC. (anything you recall will
be helptul).

Steam heat, four bedrooms, two baths,
kitchen, dining room, living room,
carpets—all free to my father as part of
his salary. One of the two houses that
had steam heat, running toilets inside,
and other so-called luxuries. Most of
the other family houses were equipped
with outside toilets and only a few had
steam heat which, with the offices,
hospital, bunk houses, store, and school,
were connected to the central steam
plant. The steam plant was powered by
diesel engines and a steam turbine
which generated the electricity. The
working men paid $25-30 per month for
room and board in the bunk houses, as 1
recall.

WHAT HOUSEHOLD I'TEMS DID
YOU BRING WITH YOU AND WHICH
ONES DID YOU ACQUIRE AT
KENNECOTT?

Don’t know—I believe the house was
furnished by the company and we

bought new fumiture when we arrived in
Nevada.

C. WHATITEMS DID YOU TAKEWITH
YOU WHEN YOU LEFT
KENNECOTT?

Evervthing in the way of [furniture
furnishings?], appliances

D. DIDTHECOMPANY PAY TO MOVE
YOUTO OR FROM KENNECOTT?
Don't know

WHAT TYPES OF ACCOMMODATIONS
WERE AVAILABLE FOR SINGLE MEN
AND WOMEN:?

Bunk house for blue collar, staff house for
white collar.

I, DAILY LIFE

WAS YOUR FAMILY A “TYPICAL™ FAMILY
IN KENNECOTT?

IN WHAT WAYS?

Yes, except my father was the Boss.

HOW WASTHE HOUSEHOLD WORK
DIVIDED AMONG FAMILY MEMBERS?
Somewhat, see 23



WHAT CHORES WERE YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY?

Garbage, feeding animals, picking up room,
making my bed.

IF YOUR FAMILY MAINTAINED A
GARDEN, WHAT WAS GROWN AND HOW
WAS IT PRESERVED?

Rhubarb, lettuce, radishes, potatoes,

WHATTYPE OF COOKING STOVE WAS
USED:?
Electric

WHAT TYPES OF ITEMS WERE
AVAILABLE AT THE COMPANY STORE,
INCLUDING FOOD AND CLOTHING?
Fresh fruit, canned goods, fresh vegetables
(most of the time). Dry goods, socks, shoes,
work clothes.

WHAT ITEMS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN
KENNECOTT?

Children’s clothing, sporting goods, women's
ware, suits

A.HOW DID YOU OBTAIN THESE
UNAVAILABLE ITEMS?

Mail order and catalogs—1.L. Bean, shopping
services

8.

Written Responses

INWHAT WAY WASTHE RAILROAD
IMPORTANT TOYOUR LIFEAS A
RESIDENT OF KENNECOTT?

It was an event every Wednesday and weekend
when the train arrived. In summer lots of
tourists toured the facilities. All our contact
with the outside world.

IV. HEALTH

WHICH DOCTORS AND NURSES DO YOU
REMEMBER FROM KENNECOTT?
Doctors Gillespie, Peterson. No nurses
remembered.

HOW OFTEN AND FOR WHAT DID YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY USE THE HOSPITAL?
Birth ol children, father’s appendicitis
operation, cuts, bruises, insect bites.

WHICH CHILDHOOD DISEASES DID YOU
HAVE AND DID YOU HAVE THEM

WHILE LIVING IN KENNECOTT?

Colds mostly—no comtagious discases because
of [Detention?] House and no contact with
tourists,

HOW WERE MAJOR AND MINOR

[LLNESSES AND INJURIES HANDLED?
In the hospital just like now.
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OTHER THAN KENNECOTT, WHAT
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS WERE
AVAILABLE IN THE REGION,
INCLUDING MCCARTHY, CHITINA,
CORDOVA AND VALDEZ?

None that I recall

DID PEOPLE FROM THESE OTHER
TOWNS COME TO KENNECOTT FOR
MEDICAL TREATMENT AND DID
PEOPLE FROM KENNECOTT GO
ELSEWHERE FOR TREATMENT?

I don't recall any outsiders getting treatment.

V. WORK AND LABOR

DID YOU EVER WORK FOR KENNECOTT
COPPER CORPORATION AND [F SO,
WHAT JOBS DID YOLU HOLD?

No

PLEASE DESCRIBE ANY JOB AT
KENNECOTT WITH WHICH YOU WERE
AT ALL FAMILIAR. CONSIDERING
DUTIES, PROCESSES, MACHINERY, AND
WAGES.

Miners were paid about four dollars per day—
some did contract work and carned more. My
father ultimately paid $800 per month, plus
free house, utilities, ete. He lelt Kennecort for

fad
-

a three year contract in Kimberley, Nevada for
$30,000 plus a company car and free housing
in a five bedroom house which was built to his
specifications by the company, Consolidated
Copper Mines. The mine closed in 1930, he
was paid off the balance of his contract in
cash in 1931, and we left for California.

WERE YOU EVER AWARE OF ANY
LABOR/MANAGEMENT DISPUTES?
PLEASE DESCRIBE.

There were several serious strikes in the early
1920s and my father was instrumental in their
settlement.

WERE YOU AWARE OF CERTAIN
NATIONALITIES OR ETHNIC GROUPS
PREDOMINATING IN SPECIFIC JOBS?
WHICH JOBS?

Lots of Swedes, other Scandinavian people,
“Cousin Jacks” (Welshmen),

VL SCHOOL

WHAT YEARS AND GRADES DID YOU
ATTEND KENNECOTT SCHOOL?
First through seventh (just started).

PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE NOTING AVERAGE CLASS



SIZE, NUMBER OF TEACHERS AND
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION,
DO YOU REMEMBER ANY TEACHER IN
PARTICULAR?

Only child in my class, then in fifth grade
joined by Sonny (Nels) Konnerup, so there
were two in lifth and sixth grade. Two
teachers for the entire school—two rooms with
cloak room (where we kept our skates) and
rest rooms in between. School van from nine
to twelve with a 15 minute recess, then one to
three thirty with recess. Skating during recess
and after school in winter, and almost everv
might under lights after dinner.

3. DIDYOU FEEL EDUCATIONALLY
PREPARED UPON LEAVING
KENNECOTT SCHOOL, WHY OR WHY
NOT?

Yes—good teaching by our one on one leaders,
tough lessons and report cards, gold and silver
stars for outstanding achievement.

4. WHATTYPES Of ADULT EDUCATION WERE
PROVIDED?
Regular grade school, nothing beyond eighth
grade. 1 think the only adult education was by
mail order,

Written Responses s

V1, SOCIAL LIFE AND RECREATION

WHAT TYPES OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
DID YOU ENGAGE IN WHILE AT
KENNECOTT? ({dances, parties, ¢tc.)
Schoal program at Christmas, baseball games
in summer, skating in winter, including hockey
games between intra-mural teams, hunting,
fishing, and horseback riding.

WERE THESE ACTIVITIES PRIVATEL,
COMPANY OR SCHOOL SPONSORED?
Private and company sponsored.

WITH WHOM DID YOUR FAMILY
SOCIALIZE (examples: mine workers, mill
workers, administrative stafl members,
families with children in your age group, single
people, married couples with no children)?
The other twenty families in town and their

children, staff members, doctors, nurses,

teachers. None of the mine workers were
considered acceptable for the children to
socialize with. There were some exceptions,
like John Letendre mentioned in my earlier
report who helped us learn trapping.

HOW DID SINGLE MEN AND WOMEN
FITINTO THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION?
There weren’t many and 1 don’t believe it was
casy for them.
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WHAT TYPES OF RECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES WERE AVAILABLE TO THE
RESIDENTS OF KENNECOTT?

Movies Wednesday and Saturday nights,
lending library, see #1.

A big item to Loretta and my mother was
picking the local berries, especially currant
and raspberry, in July\August and making
jellies and jam for storage and use in winter.
When we left in 1929 one of the items we 1ok
with us were several hundred jars of these.
We had to be wary of the local bears when we
pil:l-u:d because thr:}'. too, loved to eat these
berries.

VIL OTHER INFORMATION

DIDYOU TRAVEL AT ALL WHILE LIVING
IN KENNECOTT?

To Strelna on summer vacations, United
States in 1922, 1924, and 1927 —three months
each to Seattle and then to New York to visit
gmndpzrrnls.

A DIDYOUTRAVEL LOCALLY, HOW
OFTEN, FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND
WHAT WASTHEMETHOD OF
TRAVEL?

To MceCarthy for Fourth of July
celebration with Noats, To various lakes
and rivers for fishing and picnics,

B. DIDYOUMAKE TRIPS TO THE
CONTINENTAL U.S. HOW OFTEN,
FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND WHAT
WASTHEMETHOD OF TRAVEL?
See 1A

WIHAT WAS THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN KENNECOTT AND
MCCARTHY?

Distant—except for use of dog sleds and
entertainment of males when they could get
there for the prostitutes, drinking, etc, No
booze in Kennecott store. Our music teacher
came from McCarthy where her husband Jack
O'Neil ran the hardware store.

IS THERE ANY TOPIC OMITTED ABOVE
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS?
See my earlier report dated 3/25/76. Dark
almost 24 hours in mid-winter; light almost 24
hours in summer. Mosquitoes terrible after
snow melted until late July, All open areas
control burned after snow melted and it dried
out as a fire pr:cnutinn about _lum: CVEry vear.
Huge glacier lake formed every spring
between railroad and edge of glacier in “pot
hole,” approximately one-half mile long and
one-quarter mile wide—as melting continued,
one day the blockage would collapse and lake
would disappear in a [ew days causing [lood
water< helow,



Many of the men (who could afford it)
invested in the stock market (daily telegraph
provided stock quotations) and occasionally
someone would hit a big winner and leave
Kennecott to spend his suddenly acquired
wealth,

My father had accumulated approximately
§25C,000 in Blue Ribbon stock in 1929 and, due
to the Depression starting with Black Friday
September/October 1929, saw his small
fortune dwindle to about $50,000 in 1931 when
we left Nevada—still a lot of money in those
Limes.

Once or twice [ recall mail order brides
showing up on the train to seek out a lonely
miner who had written them as a result of
magazine ads. They were immediately
exported by the Company on the return train.
Several winters the railroad was covered by
snowslides and we had no train for two or
three months, A lottery was run for guessing
the time and date of the first train in. We ran
low on perishable foods and there was no mail.

The Company maintained a closed-line
telephone system between offices and plant.
My father's house had a bell ringing
instrument—one long ring and two short rings
were his call. Twice a week he would put on

Wrtten Respornses s

heavy clothing and ride the bucket tramway to
the mines—approximately 30 minutes/5,000
feet in the open over canvons several thousand
feet deep—for his inspection of operations,
discussions with the miners and their foreman.
He always wore a coat and necktie to the office
or on these trips.

It was terribly cold at times in the winter,
sometimes as low as 30 degrees below zero and
we were not allowed outside even to go to
school. Normally in winter about zero to ten
below zero. Snow 4-5 feet deep in the town.

We had a dog (Australian shepherd) named
Joe and a large gray cat who lived inside
companionably and were house trained,
Occasionally, a sled dog or two would escape
from its tethered post in McCarthy and invade
Kennecott, Evervone was ordered indoors and
the men got out their rifles because these big

dogs were considered extremely dangerous to
man and beast.
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KENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

L GENERAL INFORMATION

NAME:
Sheila Douglass Ristine

CURRENT AGE:
68

DATEAND PLACE OF BIRTH:
August 18, 1922 Kennecott, Alaska

WHAT IS YOUR FAMILIES NATIONAL

ORIGIN? 10.

Father of Scotch descent and mother Irish.

WHAT OCCUPATIONS HAVEYOU BEEN
INVOLVED IN MOST OF YOUR LIFE?

Retailing 1.

IMMEDIATE FAMILY NAMES:

FATHER William Crawlord Douglass
MOTHER Mabel Dixon Douglass
SISTERS Jean Douglass Girard and Nancy
Douglass Clobber

BROTHERS William Dixon Douglass
OTHERS LIVING WITH YOU WHILE IN
KENNECOTT: Retta Hallet

WHERE DID YOU LIVE BEFORE MOVING

TO KENNECOTT?
I was born in Kennecott.

WHAT OCCUPATION WAS YOUR FAMILY
INVOLVED IN BEFORE MOVING TO
KENNECOTT?

Father was a mining engineer. Mother was a
registered nurse,

WHY DID YOU/YOUR FAMILY MOVETO
KENNECOTT AND HOW WAS THE
MOVE MADE?

Father was hired by Kennecott Copper Corp.

WHATYEARSDID YOU LIVEIN
KENNECOTT AND WHAT WASYOUR AGE
AT THE TIME?

From birth until about 7 - 1922-1929

WHATROLE DID YOU PLAY IN THE
KENNECOTT COMMUNITY?
Small child

A WHAT WASYOUR FATHER'S ROLE/
OCCUPATION?

I believe he was a Shift Boss when he went
there and then became Assistant Manager

B.WHATWASYOURMOTHER'SROLE/
OCCUPATION?
Housewife-homemaker



13,

14

12,

WHY DID YOU LEAVE KENNECOTT?
Father took another job with a copper
company.

WHERE DID YOUR FAMILY GO UPON
LEAVING KENNECOTT?
Kimberley, Nevada

WHAT OCCUPATION DID YOUR FAMILY
BECOME INVOLVED IN AFTER
LEAVING KENNECOTT?

Remained in mining engineering, although
switched to gold from copper.

WHO, FROM KENNECOTT, HAVEYOU
KEPT IN TOUCH WITH OVER THE
YEARS?

I have kept in touch with no one. My father
(now deceased) and my stepmother have
exchanged Christmas cards and notes with
Emily Peterson, wife of one of the Kennecott
doctors, for many years, They also kept in
touch with others but I have not heard of
others in recent years.

DID YOU ENCOUNTER PEOPLEYOU
KNEW FROM KENNECOTT AT OTHER
MINING TOWNS OR MINES?

I do not remember any.

IF YES, WHO AND WHERE?

Wrnitten Responses
[l. HOUSING

WHERE DID YOU LIVE WHILE IN
KRENNECOTT?

In one of the staff cottages fairly near to the
canyon and to the hospital, as I recall.

LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS:

A PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR HOUSE IN
SUCHA WAY ASTO COVER THE
NUMBER AND TYPES OF ROOMS,
FLOOR AND WALL COVERINGS,
SOURCE OF HEAT, POWER OR
LIGHT, PLUMBING, HOUSING
COSTS, ETC. (anything you recall will
be helpful), 1 do not remember much
about our house except that it was one
story | think and kind of rambling. And
I think it was white with green trim.

B. WHATHOUSEHOLD ITEMS DID
YOU BRING WITH YOU AND WHICH
ONES DID YOU ACQUIREAT
KENNECOTT?

I do not know.

C. WHATITEMSDID YOU TAKE WITH
YOU WHEN YOU LEFT
KENNECOTT?

I do not remember.
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D. DIDTHECOMPANYPAYTO
MOVEYOU TO OR FROM
KRENNECOTT?

I do not know.

WHAT TYPES OF ACCOMMODATIONS
WERE AVAILABLE FOR SINGLE MEN
AND WOMEN?

There were bunkhouses for the men. 1 think
the only woman would have been the school
teacher and 1 do not know where she lived,

L. DAILY LIFE

WASYOUR FAMILY A “TYPICAL” FAMILY
IN KENNECOTT? IN WHAT WAYS?
I do not know.

HOW WASTHE HOUSEHOLD WORK
DIVIDED AMONG FAMILY MEMBERS?
I do not remember.

WHAT CHORES WERE YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY?
I do not remember any,

IF YOUR FAMILY MAINTAINED A
GARDEN, WHAT WAS GROWN AND HOW
WAS IT PRESERVED:?

| do not remember.

WHAT TYPE OF COOKING STOVE WAS
USED?
I do not know.

WHAT TYPES OF ITEMS WERE
AVAILABLE AT THE COMPANY STORE,
INCLUDING FOOD AND CLOTHING?

I do not remember about food. 1 believe most
of our clothing came from Seattle, and I think
they probably just had very basic work
clothing needs, They must have had
appliances because one year when the ship
bringing our Christmas presents sank Jean
received a waffle iron for Christmas which
would have had to come from there.

WHAT ITEMS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN
KENNECOTT?

Some of our clothing came form the Personal
Shopper at Bests in Seattle. Mother would
draw pictures of our feet so they would be
able to know the size. 1also think perhaps we
got our “shoe pacs™ from LL. Bean. We had
animal skin parkas (we always called them
“Parkeys”) and I don’t know where we got
them, but locally 1 believe.

A.HOW DID YOU OBTAIN THESE
UNAVAILABLE ITEMS?
see above
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DUTIES, PROCESSES, MACHINERY, AND
WAGES.
Not any

WEREYOU EVER AWARE OF ANY
LABOR/MANAGEMENT DISPUTES?
PLEASE DESCRIBE.

No

WEREYOU AWARE OF CERTAIN
NATIONALITIES OR ETHNIC GROUPS
PREDOMINATING IN SPECIFIC JOBS?
WHICH JOBS?

All of the cooks in the bunkhouse mess halls
were Chinese.

WHAT YEARS AND GRADES DID YOU
ATTEND KENNECOTT SCHOOL?
First, 1 guess.

PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE NOTING AVERAGE CLASS
SIZE, NUMBER OF TEACHERS AND
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION,
DO YOU REMEMBER ANY TEACHER IN
PARTICULAR?

I don’t remember.

DID YOU FEEL EDUCATIONALLY
PREPARED UPON LEAVING
KENNECOTT SCHOOL, WHY OR WHY
NOT?

1 don’t remember.

WHATTYPES OF ADULT EDUCATION
WERE PROVIDED?
I don’t know—would imagine none.

VL SOCIAL LIFE AND RECREATION

WHAT TYPES OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
DID YOU ENGAGE IN WHILE AT
KENNECOTT? (dances, parties, etc.)

I remember hockey games,

WERE THESE ACTIVITIES PRIVATE,
COMPANY OR SCHOOL SPONSORED?
I don't know,

WITH WHOM DID YOUR FAMILY
SOCIALIZE (examples: mine workers, mill
workers, administrative staff members,
families with children in vour age group, single
people, married couples with no children)?

I don’t remember, but I imagine
administrative stall members.

HOW DID SINGLE MEN AND WOMEN
FIT INTO THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION?



wn

I remember vaguely that the school teachers
were always young single women and that they
used to get married frequently to the many
available men. There were very few single
women. 1do not remember much about the
single men, but | believe that they lived in
bunkhouses at the different mines and were
not around the town much,

WHAT TYPES OF RECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES WERE AVAILABLE TO TIHE
RESIDENTS OF KENNECOTT?

Hockey in the winter. We used to have picnics
in siummer and used to go to Lake [liamna
[sic] swimming. There may have been dances,
ete—I don’t really remember. We all skated—
| remember learning on “double runners™ and
I believe the rink was lighted so we could skate
and have hockey in the evenings. There was a
Christmas party for the children, I think—with
Santa Clause (played by a gentleman named

Jack Conway according to my older sister and
brother). I think that might have been a

company party. Dad was a hunter - wild

sheep, goats, and bear. 1 believe he shor the
12th largest wild sheep in the world according
to someone’s (?) record. We had two sheep
heads and a goat head which ended up in the
Ely Hotel in Nevada. We also had a black bear
rug complete with head, teeth, ete. Bill and
Jean were taught 1o shoot when they were very

Wratten Responses ——

young and both of them had 22%s. Rhetta
Hallet went to McCarthy every Wednesday for
a piano lesson. I think she went on horseback.
We always had “McCarthy Salad” on
Wednesdays (shredded cabbage and apples).
My mother did not like to cook, whereas
Rhetta loved to. They made lots of wild
current jelly, however; T remember the
dripping jelly bags and that the jelly served for
company had to be completely clear and

sparkly. Rhetta was a registered nurse also—

she and my mother had been in training
together. She came to Kennecott to be with
my mother when Bill was born and was with
us, except for a brief period, until she died in
Nevada. 1 believe she became engaged alfter
she came to Kennecott and her fiancee was
killed in a rock slide in one of the mines.

DID YOU TRAVEL AT ALL WHILE LIVING
IN KENNECOTT?

1 think we went to Seattle once - on leave or
furlough - we had a cottage on Lake
Washington in Medina.

A DIDYOU TRAVEL LOCALLY, HOW
OFTEN, FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND
WHAT WAS THE METHOD OF
TRAVEL?
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Not often. By “speeder” mentioned
above to get to McCarthy, I think. 1
don’t remember how we got to Lake
liamna, for instance,

B.  DID YOU MAKE TRIPS TO THE
CONTINENTAL US. HOW OFTEN,
FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND WHAT
WAS THE METHOD OF TRAVEL?
I think to Seattle once on leave. By
“speeder™ to McCarthy, then by train to
Cordova (I think) and by steamer to
Seattle.

v WHATWAS THE RELATIONSHITP
BETWEEN KENNECOTT AND
MCCARTHY?

I don't know

3. ISTHERE ANY TOPIC OMITTED ABOVE
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS?
I remember that there were dog teams chained
at certain places. When people brought dogs
up from the States they were frequently killed
by the malamutes and huskies.

INTERVIEW with CHUCK HERBERT, 1992

Chuck Herbert worked at the Jumbo Mine at
Ken.ecott during the summer of 1929. He was a

student at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks and
along with fellow student Fred Beeler he hiked and
hitch-hiked from Fairbanks to Kennecott looking for
summer employment in the underground mines.
They had written to Kennecott asking for work but
the letter was not answered so they went without any
promise of employment.

They were the only Americans at the Jumbo
Mine so the camp boss had a tough time finding a
place for them in the bunkhouse. All bunks were
assigned by nationality and there was no American
section. To solve the problem he assigned them
bunks between the Greeks and the Italians, There
were other Americans at the other mines and many
of the people working at the town of Kennecott
were Americans,

The Yugoslavians were the best liked group in
the camp, The Finns were disliked and not trusted.
No other nationalities associated with the Finns and
they were said to always carry knives. There wasa
story of a skip operator who deliberately dropped a
loaded skip into the shaft on top of a crew killing
them all. All of the victims were Finns. There was
very little language problem even though there were
a variety of nationalitics represented. Most of the
workers could speak two or three languages and all
were surprisingly well read.



The cooks were all Japanese. The leader of
the camp was known as the Bull Cook, If you
needed something the Bull Cook could usually get it
for you. The Bull Cook also controlled the gambling
that took place in the camp.

Gambling was prevalent in all of the camps.
There were professional gamblers who made the
rounds of the camps then disappeared for a few
months to go to other mines in the Lower 48, The
games were honest but the professionals were
“clever™ and had the knack of counting cards and
keeping the odds in their favor. If one of the
workers won a lot of money gambling he would
always leave and usually would not come back.
There were no families at the mines but many of the
men were married.

The crew leaders were mostly all Irish with the
exception of one Greek who was well liked and was
a very popular leader. Bosses were called “shifters.”
Dynamite handlers were called “nippers.” One of
the hazards was to drill into a live stick of dynamite.
The nipper was responsible for counting the shots to
prevent this.

Many of the men at the mines stayed there for
several vears without ever leaving the mines. The
work was physically strenuous, but there was plenty
of help and the working conditions were considered
to be very good. Jobs were rotated and employees

were well treated. McCarthy was the place where
workers went to have fun. There was no alcohol in
the camps or in the mill town. There was only one
locomotive in the underground workings. It is
probably still underground somewhere, All of the
bunkhouses were on the surface. The shaft between
the Jumbo and Erie mines was punched through
just prior to Herbert's time at the mine. Prior to that
the ore was trammed to the haul road thart followed
the edge of the Kennecott Glacier and hauled on
wagons to the mill. Once the shalt was opened the
ore was hauled underground to the Jumbo adit and
trammed directly to the mill. The Erie mine was not
profitable but the change in tramming helped cut
some of the cost.

In addition to the copper there was a
considerable amount of silver extracted at the
smelter. There was very little gold taken out and
Herbert does not believe that there is much gold in
that area because of the type of mineral formation.
He also does not believe that there is very much
additional copper in the ground around Kennecott.
He worked some on the Green's Creek Mine [Green
Butte?] while he was there. Kennecott was operating
the Mother Lode Mine when he was there.

Written R::ipnmm —_—

363




e

Kesniecort Kios

SIDE 2 (D) 6-17:90 STORY NIGHT

JANE VICKERY WILSON:

1 was probably 12 vears old, something like
that. My mother said one day, “I think, to my sister
and me, I think we better go for a walk, down by the
garbage pile, and then walk up the trail and see if
we can’t find a creek where we can have a picnic
some night,” my lather, mother, my sister and L. So
we walked up a ways, maybe 3/4 of a mile or
something like that, up the trail. There was a tree
across the trail that had fallen down. It was sort of
high on the side and my mother ... so we decided to
get down and go under the tree. While she (mother)
was down getting under the tree, my sister, Debbie
and [ were looking on the bank there and we saw a
bear, right there, it was real close! “Oh Mother,
there's a bear, there's a bear!” She thought it was
just a big brown dog, he had followed us. She
hadn’t seen it, so she had to back out and look, and
sure enough it was a bear! We knew it was a bear! So
she said we better go back home. So my sister,
being the youngest, she (Mother) said, “Debbie, you
run home and get Daddy cause he'll want to see the
bear." So Debbie started running down the trail and
I walked with my mother. So we walked along and
every once in 8 while my mother would stop and
look, and he was following us. Back about 16 feet or
so behind us; but he kept following us. Every time

we'd turn around and look, he was coming. There
were some rocks so T decided if that bear attacks,
I'm going down fighting so | picked up as big a rock
as I could hold in my hand and kept on going.
Pretty soon we got down to where the trail met the
road. Where the old garbage dump was, where the
road came up from the store and went up around, so
the horses could bring the wagon up from town... By
the time we got to the road, there was my dad and
Debbie and Inger, and Inger’s dog named Pola.
When Pola saw the bear, or smelled it, she started to
bark and the bear turned around and went shooting
back into the woods. But I think that bear was so
curious seeing and smelling human beings because
he had never been that close people that he just
wanted to follow along and see how it was. My
mother, being very sensible, she didn't get excited.

I suppose she was scared but I didn't know it and |
thought, well I'm prepared, Debbie will be safe and
that was important! So we got back fine and dandy
and Inger got to see the bear too. 'We never thought
about Pola scaring the bear. 1 think mother thought
daddy’s got to know what happened. Our name was
Vickery, he was called Vig, and Vic's got to know
what happened to us if something happened to us,
but nothing did. So that was a good story!
Absolutely true!



FRED SELTENREICH:

Story pertinent to the occasion! ...River ina
boat down at Chitina. Five people went in the river
and they never found their bodies. Silt weights you
down and you sink and you can’t find them. After a
couple of months they found onc of the bodies
floating down there so they took it down to Cordova
and laid it out on a slab, course they had the clothes
off, no identification. So they called in the people o
come and see who it was. A man, woman and
daughter went in and she said it looked like her
husband and daughter said “yes, that's daddy”. Just
about the time they were making funeral
arrangements, they were ready to walk out and the
his mouth flopped open and there was a gold tooth.
The woman said “well, that's not my husband” and
the daughter said “that’s not my dad”. The coroner
came up, slapped him on the chin and said *if you'd
have kept your mouth shut you'd have had a decem
funeral™

MILDRED ERICKSON REIS:

I don’t know if I can ever top that! Mine is
about a lady I think most of you knew, Annie
Latendre. His name was Latondre, to begin with,
French Canadian. But my story is about Annie. ...
They went up to the Fairbanks area to look for gold.
Charles made a big strike of gold...they were going
down to San Francisco...One night she was in her

Written Responses ———————

room, second floor, in a hotel,....she grabbed her
coat and slippers, ran out the door and she was out
in the street. People were just crazy,
screaming...there was a woman running down the
street stark naked, screaming. A man came by, had
a big coat and threw it at her, she put it on, she
never stopped running, she never stopped
screaming. After that they finally got...

[Can’t hear enough to finish the story.]

OSCAR WATSJOLDx:

<« We had a school teacher in McCarthy,
Margaret Harrats, she was W.C.T.U....At that time
the bars...She was always writing to Valdez to the
court system, complaining, wanting something done
about all these things going on in McCarthy. There
was a UL S. Marshal down there, Bob Reynolds
(2)...In 1931,...S0, the families got together and the
only way we could get rid of the school teacher was
to get rid of the kids....and myself, we went to
Seward to go to school. Eleanor, my sister and my
brother came to Kennecott. That only left 2 more
kids down there, so they couldn’t have a school so
they got rid of the teacher. McCarthy never had a
school after that...
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YVONNE KONNERUP LAHTI:

... This is another one, Inger's dad...He used to
go around...my dad would get us all together
and...take us around on Halloween. We usually
ended up at the house on the hill up here, Chris
(Jensen) and Inger’s house, Every year, this is the
one 1 remember,...[Inaudible].

BUD SELTENREICH:

I used to run a dog team between...haul the
drunken miners back. Take the dog team, hook it
up and go down, pick them up, roll ‘em in the sled,
put ‘em in a sleeping bag and head up the trail with
‘em....Had seven dogs, they weren't very big dogs. 1
ran all the way to Kennecott, got a lot of good
physical exercise doing that, kept me in pretty good
physical condition. Once ina while I'd run into
problems with those big guys in the sled and...the
sled would tip over. There 1 was, these guys would
go to sleep in the sled, they'd be wrapped up, 1'd try

to get them out of the sled, roll them out of the sled.

Get the sled turned back upright and try to keep the
dogs from running away with the sled and me
standing there. It was a good experience, even
made a little money doing it. They paid me $5.00 for
the trip and [ got $2.0C and the person who owned
the dog team, which was Henry Olson who had the
Golden Hotel, he got $3.00. So made a little profit,
had a little fun and did a little work and learned a
lot...Drunken miners!

GEORGE SULLIVAN:

I worked here the summer of "37(?) when 1
was 16. I grew up in Valdez and had a job up here
chasing buckets. Oscar Watsjold was my shift boss.
I remember a couple of incidents that happened up
there and one was, vou had about 750 Ibs. of ore in
buckets and you'd tip it down into the grizzly. One
time it tipped the other way, and all the ore fell out
on the floor. Oscar came out, in his good natured
way (laughter!) and said a lot of things to me in
Norwegian, ... Another time when it was wet vou had
to pound the buckets to get the rest of the ore out
¢ach time vou dumped them. There was this big
mallet there and I slipped and went down the grizzly
and there was...that | grabbed hold of right at the
last second.... so Oscar came out because the
buckets were piling up and he couldn’t figure out
where the hell I'd gone, He brought a bucket over
to dump it and 'm trying to crawl out of the grizzly,
Ile was madder than hell because the buckets were
lining up and it was his job to make sure that didn't
happen. One other thing I remember, that probably
is why | never became too much of a gambler; |
used to watch some of the miners come down and
play cards in the lower bunkhouse, I stayed in the
upper bunkhouse. I saw a couple times where
they'd come and play cards lor three or four days
and nights, around the clock. They would have
been up to the mine for probably, 10-12 months,
They ...made about $10.-812. a day which was a lot



of money then. They'd lose all their money and go
right back to the mine, wouldn’t even go to
McCarthy. Never would have believed that that
happened if 1 hadn't seen it myself. ‘Course some
of them only went as far as McCarthy, never made it
to Chitina. It was a great camp here though. 1 only
worked here June, July and August, in September [
took the train down to Cordova and then back up to
Valdez where | went back to school. It was a really
great summer.

ELEANOR TJOSEVIG EIDEMILLER:

We spent a lot of time in Green Butte because
my dad took care of the Green Butte area when
everyvthing closed down. They did expect to open
again so that is why they kept him to take care of the
horses, and maintain the road, which lots of times
kept him pretty busy, I remember one time after the
river had a rampage of some kind, he had to hire
additional men to come and help him. They set up
a camp and had a cook. The cook was pretty fond
of me and my family. He wanted to do something
special. He made a big ceremony of us coming
down to...to have cake, this was made especially for
me. [t was a three layer cake, covered with pink
frosting that looked just delicious. He cut us great
big pieces ...and it was made with bacon grease!

Written Responses e
JEAN McGAVOCK LAMB:

My father came up in 1909. Times were bad
down below, a series of depressions and I'm sure he
was...He had been looking for work probably for
several years, He worked in the east and came out
on the west coast and eventually worked in the
Bremerton Navy Yard. Finally, the need for money
and the call of the north came and he signed up to
come north on the 5.5, Ohio.

This was in August of 1909. They got up in
the ...Channel out of Milbanke Sound and ran
aground. They had livestock aboard, cows, horses,
mules and what not; chickens...Michael Heney was
also on board this particular ship which went down.
Some of them had to swim. The lifeboats tipped
and...my father was among those, along with Heney,
who had to hit the water. So, 1 guess they had to
spend a cold night on the beach before they were
found and picked up. Dad decided he was still
coming north, somehow he got himself off to
Cordova where he went to work with the CRNWRR.
Worked till that winter on the building of the million
dollar bridge. Sometime later, he began
prospecting, when it wasn't so cold. He worked for
Great Northern Development Co. in copper
workings on top of the mountain. Someplace along
the trail from the Kuskulana Bridge, they don’t even
call it Copper Mountain anymore, I'm not sure
exactly where it is, Those workings were all wiped
out in an avalanche one might in 1912, in December
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and my father had to dig his brother, Dick, out of
the avalanche, dead. That was kind of a blow, but
dad took him home and buried him and came back
north. Sometime between 1914-1919, we're not sure
when, he came to Kennecott and worked here for
the power plant and whatever as the master
mechanic. Here, he married my mother, who had
come north as a registered nurse in 1919, to work in
the hospital. So they had a romance and were
eventually married in Cordova in 1922, We were off
and running. Produced my brother Jim, over there,
in 1924 and me in 1928 so Jim would have company
to bedevil in our bedroom in the house on the hill.
But that's how they arrived! And | think my
fondest, well, T have a lot of fond recollections, but |
was on the young side and they are not as well
formulated, nor as exciting as some of these other
people you've heard. But I do like to tell the story
about some of our summer drives. Dad had the
only privately owned automobile in camp. So this
gave us some mobility on these wonderful Alaskan
Highways! We would drive down to McCarthy and
sometimes out to Green Butte. If the Nizina River
bridge was intact, we drove across it and went on to
May Creek or fished in Baultoff Lake. Sometimes,
the bridge was out and dad would turn the car
around there on the shale bluff before you come
down to the bridge. He was a tease and my mother
was a nervous passenger. e would turn around —
there she would scream “Jim! Stop the car! I've got
to get out!™ She'd grab Jim in one hand and me in
the other and out the door we'd go...

DEBBIE VICKERY HOUSE:

« Story about...in the summer we rode with
him...Every Wednesday the groceries would be
taken up the road and around through the woods to
the houses on the hill. Well, this Wednesday...in the
McGavock's grocery box was the largest, most
beautiful watermelon you ever saw. We eved it all
the way up... when we reached the top he stopped.
He took the watermelon out of McGavock’s box and
put it in the brush! No matter how much we told
him he would be in trouble, he wouldn’t put it back.
He said “I can do anything | want®. Well that didn’t
case us much. Finally we came to McGavock's
house...delivered the boxes. So the box went into
the McGavock's with no watermelon. It wasa
beautiful day and every kid on the hill decided to
ride on the wagon. The wagon turned around and
started back down. We were still...We stopped at the
turn of the road and Lon Morgan(?) got out of the
wagaon, went back in the brush and brought out the
watermelon, ....He cut the watermelon up and we all
had big pieces like this, that we all heard about and
had seen in pictures but never tasted...,

JAMES B. BEANS, JR.:

I don't have any memories really of the time
that I was here since [ left when | was six months, so
my memories are rather vague. However, there is
one thing that happened that 1 am personally



involved in that I could say something about. And |
have a memory from right now. Somebody was
saying about the old wagon trail and how ... they
were and somebody said well maybe they were
better than the roads now, my personal experience
is, they arc and still are! Bernic was taking us down
to the BBQ that was held down in McCarthy last
night and he seems to be the exploring type, so we
were going down the main road and suddenly he
stops and backs up, pulls off the side and he says
“this is the old wagon road”. He was telling about
how they used to use it for the wagons to go up and
the other road was for a railroad track. He said,
“this one’s better than the road and he speeded up
and we beat both of the people that were ahead of
us going down! So, you are right, the old ones were
better than the new ones! Someone also was talking
about the gambling going on night after night. Well
when my father started up here, which was in the
spring or summer of 1925, Mrs. Lamb was talking
about how there was depression down there. Well
there was depression in that day too, still. He was
coming up here to get a job and my understanding
was that after everything was paid for the steamship
and his passage up here that he had $10.00. By the
time he got up here, in fact before he got up here, all
that money was gone in the poker games. So once
he got off the boat and he didn't have any money
and nothing paid for so he went into a restaurant,
told them he had a job at Kennecott but didn't have
any money and they said *fine go cat, you can send

Written Responses

us the money” and he did and on the way up the
train stopped someplace for a while and he told
them “Id like to have a haircut but | don’t have any
money but [ have a job at Kennecott™ so they said
“fine, we'll give you a haircut™. He got the
impression that there were pretty nice people up
here in Alaska. And our impression coming up here
now is that they are still very nice people. One other
thing, after he was here about six months, he sent
for my mother and she got here. He wanted to take
her out and show her the glacier, e thought that
was a wonderful thing. In other places and times
they had done much hiking. He took her out on the
glacier and was so impressed with showing off
his...he forgot some of the basics and fell through a
crevasse. Luckily his reactions were very fast
and...reached out, it was a very narrow crevasse, so
his arms stopped him. My mother and he were able
to get himsell out. The crevasse was sixty or
seventy feet deep! So if hadn't been so fast with his
reactions, | may not have been here! | went up this
afternoon, walked through the hospital which
somebody told me was one of the 2 best hospitals in
Alaska. My impression—it is a little dirty there these
days! They were supposed to have good doctors.
My own personal and my one actual experience with
Alaska is that when | was born my name was James
B, Beans. My father told the doctor he wanted a
middle initial because he didn’t like his middle
name and he wanted me to be a Jr. So he told the
doctor that was what my nmame was. The doctor told
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him that he couldn’t do that, that you can't have an
initial for a name and there had to be a name there.
My father was stubborn and said “no, | just want an
initial, it will be James B. Beans™. Doctor said “vou
can't”™; dad said “you could™; he said “you couldn't”
s dad said “you could”. Finally, the doctor shrugged
his shoulders “all right, all right, I'll put it down that
wav™. When | was 12 years old, for some reason |
needed to have a birth certificate. So we sent away
for it. I found out that my name was James Bernard
Beans. I never knew where the Bernard came from,
however, if you look at the birth certificate, it is
signed by B, E. something or other, and I bet this B.
stood for Bernard.

JUDY TJOSEVIG GROTJAHN:

[ was 18 months old when we went out to
Seattle. My dad had come up to Alaska from
Norway in 1900. Mother was raised in Illinois,
graduated as a nurse. Her father came up, I'm not
quite sure what the date was, and started a
blacksmith’s shop. He was drowned crossing the
river in 1901, In between times, my mother had
come up to visit him. Before she first came up, the
man who turned out to be my father saw a picture
of her and said “that’s the woman I'm going to
marry” and he did!

INGER JENSEN RICCI:

I thought I'd tell yon how my dad got here.
He came from Denmark on a Danish merchant
marine ship of some kind. He ran away from home.
He was on this ship in Seattle and he jumped ship
and came to Alaska. He was an adventurous person,
apparently. | think it was around 1901. From my
pictures, lately, I've been finding out that he has in
Katalla in the early days also. I'm just not sure
when, We are going there in a week to take a look
around, | have pictures [rom over there. e was
here as a carpenter, he did a lot of the building. 1|
have many pictures of him..and I don't know if he
was ... here or in Katalla. 1 know he had some
claims but I haven’t been able to find our where they
were. I have pictures but nobody knows where they
are. 1915 he had gone back to Denmark and courted
my mother, who was his lirst cousin, which they did
back in those days. She came over in 1915 from
Denmark, all by hersell. She had a big sign on her
that told her name and where she was going. Came
by boat, then all across the country and he met her
in Seattle, They were married i Seattle and came
on up. Now whether they went to Katalla first
because this cabin says “honeymoon cabin™ and I
don't know if they went there or if they went to
Kennecott. When she did come up here she was at
angle station three or angle station for at least a year
or two, She had chickens up there; 1 have pictures
of her feeding the chickens. She used to ski down



to the store and then she would ride back up in the
buckets. Frank [Morris] says there have been
women since that rode that tram but she was the
first woman to ride the tramway. And looking at
those buckets now | don’t think I'd have done it.
My brother came along in 1917 and then I came
along in "18, When | was four and he was five, we
went to Denmark. Over there he contracted some
kind of TB and he died before we came back. We
were over there about three months, When 1 came
back, 1 couldn’t speak any English as some of those
who went to school will testify! The teacher said,
“No more talking Danish in the home, we want you
to not have an accent™ 1 wish to this day, I had an....
[remainder not recorded|
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INDEX:

Accidents - 54-55, 81, 85-86, 112-14, 134, 136, 13940,
148, 133, 220, 227, 237, 245, 314, 335-36, 344, 361, 363
Adnuralry Island - 317

Alaska, Ternrory of -27, 175, 298

Alaska Road Commission - 254, 276, 279, 3C1

Alaska Steamship Co. - 11, 28, 319, 339

Aleutian (ship) - 11

Aleutiun Islands - 28, 301

Ancharage - 26-29, 151, 156, 160, 163, 166, 256-57, 261,
276,317

Anderton, Lou - 140

Awviation - see {lying

Baldauf, Jtm - 307

Ball, Anne - 342

Banquet Mine - 253, 256

Baranof (ship) - 27-28

Barbering - 16, 108

Barrett, Johnny - 270

Barrert, Lawrence - 181

Barrow, Jim - 261

Baschall - 8.9, 79, 88, 129, 133, 147, 183, 20001, 239,
294, 312-13, 325

Basketball - 8, 201

Baulwoff Lake — 19-20, 105, 327, 332, 368
Beans, James B., Jr. - 36870

Bears =9, 19, 32, 4244, 14748, 176, 192-93, 221, 23],
244, 316, 364

Beech, Bill - 311-12

Beeler, Fred - 362

Beistline, Earl - 300

Bellingham, Wash. - 68, 94-95

Berry, Bill - 214, 216, 280

Betenal, Steve - 42, 44

Bethel - 257

Bingle, Rev, - 272

Birch, Stephen - 141, 332

Blackburn (town) - 176, 191, 208, 231.32, 247
Blackburn School - 175.79, 181-82, 231
Black residents - 186

Bloom, Wesley Q. - 310-19, 332

Blulf, Alaska - 300

Bonanza mine - 40, 42, 4547, 58, 193, 224, 313, 315,
318, 334, 337

Boxing - 151:52

Bovlan, Harold - 219

Breedman, Clarence and Margarer - 224
Bremerton, Wash. - 99, 329

Bremner, Steve - 280

Bremner Mines - 192, 236, 279, 281-82, 285
Brenwick, Pete and Mrs, - 208, 219
Brenwick, Leonard - 208, 279

Brenwick, Oscar - 279

Britash Columbia~ 11, 64



Brown (Murray Holmes), Jenny - 278

Brown, Miss - 232

Bruers, Mr. - 202

Brunelle, Mr, - 202

Buchanan, Steve - 42

Bureau of Land Management (RLM) - 285-86

Calamity Gulch - 281, 284

Cameron, Bill - 218

Canada - 65, 169, 172

Card playing - 8, 113, 128-29, 191, 196-97, 275, 291, 294,
363, 366-67

Cars and wrucks - 21, 79, 103-04, 106, 115, 134, 188, 200,
209, 214-16, 218, 221, 266, 270-74, 279-85, 323, 326-28
Cemetery and burials — 133-36, 135-56, 184, 208.09, 239,
264, 335-36

Chamberlan, Alan-298

Chile-54. 117

Chinese workers - 30, 148, 251

Chisana - 31, 165-67, 192, 253, 280

Chitina - 85, 106, 117, 14849, 153, 214, 224, 286, 291,
298, 328, 331, 365

Chitna River - 276, 279, 281

Chitru Creek - 279, 327, 332

Chititu Mine - 101, 105, 154, 253, 279-80, 283

Chong, Charley - 251

Chrstmas = 11, 30-31, 75, 78-80, 85, 118, 132-33, 198,
251, 312, 317, 321, 326, 332, 358, Jal

Church (clergy) - 28, 136, 271.72

Clark, Ora D, =228

Clause, John-22]

Cliff Mine, Valdez - 299

Climuax, Colo.-337

Closing (of Kennecott) - 182, 185, 264

Cobb, Mr. - 201

Cole Bench - 101

Collins, Mr. - 186

Commissioner, US. - 154, 298

Conrad, Howard - 298

Conway, Jack-361

Cook, Jack -299-300

Cook, John - 300

Copper Center — 254, 345

Copper Mountain - 320, 330, 367

Copper River and North Western (CR&NW) Railroad -
see ratlroad

Cordova - 22, 102, 106, 112, 117, 148, 153, 170, 205, 212,
224, 272, 291, 294, 304-C5, 317-20, 328-31, 34647, 365
Cows - see dairy

Crantz, Bertrand - see Bertrand Krantz

Dairy - 205-08, 238, 255, 326
Dan Creek - 10001, 105, 218-19, 256, 332
Dan Glacier - 240

Dances - 8, 88-89, 190

Danish workers - 71, 129, 370-71
Darling, Mike - 357

Davis, Mr. - 202

Dawson City, Y. T.-220

Dawson Creek, B.C. - 220
Deenng - 221

Dennis, Jim = 54, 154, 176

373



374

KennecoTT Kits

Dennis, Jim, Jr.- 231

Dennis, Mr, - 202

Dentst - 84-85, 117

Denver, Colo. - 10002, 319, 329

Department of the Interior - 56, 342

Detention camp - see diseases

Dieringer, Roy = 299

Diseases, childhood - 22, 79-80, 92, 10102, 157, 160,
183, 212, 342

Diva Dale - 189

Dogs and dog teams - 10, 15-16, 29-31, 115, 167, 178,
182-83, 199-200, 204, 216, 219-21, 274, 325-26, 333, 335,
362, 366

Donoho Peak - 238-39, 316

Douglass, Jean - 52, 67, 76, 82, 228

Douglass (Risune), Sheila - 336-62

Douglass, William D. (Bill Jr.) - 3863, 67, 76, 228, 348-35
Douglass William C, (Bill Sr.) - 38-39, 46, 67, 141, 348
Downieville, Calif. - 64

Duggan, E. |. - 337, 345

Duggan (Clark), Mary Ellen - 61, 67,90, 305

Duggan, Peggy - 61, 67

Duncan, Don ~ 184

Earthquake (1964) - 241, 307-08
Edwards, Mr. - 285

Eldershope, Louis - 206, 238
Elliott Creek - 320

Engstrom, Carl - 155, 237
Engstrom family - 176
Enckson, Aaron - 258

Erickson (Reis), Mildred - 174251, 365
Erickson, Pete - 197

Eric Mine - 38-40, 43, 240, 291, 315, 363
Evans, Morey - 261

Eye care - 84-85

Explorers Club (New York) - 34

Fairbanks - 184, 188, 218, 224, 257, 260, 282, 30, 362,
365

Finnish workers - 39, 50-51, 13¢, 203, 315, 343, 362
Fishing - 20-21, 105, 186, 301

Flowers, George - 186

Flying - 117, 164-65, 196, 221-22. 244, 354-62, 266, 317,
328

Fourth of July Creek - 163, 217

Fourth of July Pass- 212

Gagnon, Al - 278

Garages (commercial) - 67, 254, 274

Gardens = 19, 70, 73-74, 118, 209

Garnity, Mrs, - 187, 190

Garrity, Gene - 187, 199:200

Gillam, Harold - 20, 26-27, 117, 164-65, 221, 268, 317,
328

Gillam Aarlines - 254, 256

Gillespie, Dr, and Mrs, - 13, 81, 237-38, 246, 351
Glacier, Kennicott - 8, 39, 136, 183, 209, 238-40, 301,
315-16, 324, 363, 369

Gmunder, Joe - 203

Goodnews Bay - 300

Gold Creek (Gold Stream) mine, Valdez - 299300



Granite Falls, Wash. - 64, 69 Holmes, Walter- 278

Great Northern Development Co, - 320, 330, 367 Holy, Art- 107,317, 336

Greek workers - 308, 362-63 Horse Camp - 217

Green, Gary - 284 Horses - 11, 79, 191, 205, 219, 238, 244, 253, 278-80
Green, Lloyd - 217 Hospital - 10, 80-81, 8586, 114, 116, 135, 138, 140, 204,
Green Butte Mine - 79, 105, 212, 217, 253, 27071, 327, 136-37, 252, 262, 263, 295, 333.35, 369

332, 363, 36768 Howard (Hodges), Catherine - 128, 158, 179, 181
Grimm, Shorty -see Shorty Guinn Howard, Jack - 179, 258

Grofl, Harold and Frank - 178-79 Hubrick, ], ', *Cap” - 223

Gruber, Clara Busanger and Eleanor Gruber Smith - 210 Humpheries (Humphreys), Billy - 128, 321

Guiding - 33:34, 91, 140, 219-20 Huniing and shooting - 21, 33-34, 89, 91, 105, 121, 140,
Guinn (Grimm), Shorty - 216, 278 183-84, 219, 361

Gurmano, Steve - 314
lee rink - see skaung

" . WO

Hallew, Loretia - 348, 354, 356, 361 Ing, Walter - 309

Halloween - 366 Inside Passage - 319, 328

Handball - 8, 81, 147, 152 International Workers of the Waorld - 51

Hanson, Axel - 268 Irish workers - 308, 319, 329, 363

Hanson, Charlie - 184 Iron Mountam - 320

Hanson, Ellen - 126, 268 [ralian workers - 362 :
Haroway, Jim-307 Iverson, Frank - 67, 207, 209, 212 l'
Harrais, Margaret - 18, 18687, 229,365 Iverson's farm - 107, 208, 325 j
Hedstrom, Elmer- 317 |
Heney, Mike - 367 Jacksan, Ben - 19C, 214 4
Herbert, Chuck - 362 Jacobss, Virilds - 227 4‘
Herman, Bill - 185 Japanese workers - 142, 148, 196-97, 250.51, 262, 309, |
Higley, Leo - 332 333, 363

Hiking - 9, 154, 226, 301 Jensen, Chns - 64, 79-80, 88, 126, 135, 202, 24748, 366 "
Hockey - see skaring Jensen (Riced), Inger - 4, 69, 52, 76, 82, 90, 96, 126, 194,

Hotmann, Bern - 207, 234, 169 20203, 228, 258, 306, 364, 366, 37071

Holdsworth, Plul - 305 Jeasen, Mrs. Ingoborg - 78.91, 194
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Jensen, Ole -7, 194, 202, 248

Jiggs Bar - 279

Johnson, Anna - 194

Johnson, Bruce - 236

Johnson, Frank - 178, 194, 205-06, 228-30
Johnson, Ida and Rubin - 299

Johnson, Ma - 191, 247

Johnson, Pete - 176

Johnson: Washboard, Too Much, Silent - 191
July 4th - 19, 118, 132, 154, 294, 312

Jumbo Mine - 3841, 4445, 47, 35, 226, 291, 296-97, 313,

318, 334, 362-63
Juneau - 64, 68-69, 164, 175, 257, 260, 317

Kalas, Mike - 225

Kay.Roy - 178

Kennedy, Kate - 190, 199-200, 246
Kenmcont Glacier Lodge - 4, 66
Kennmicou River - 107, 209, 212
Kimberly, Nev, - 62, 64

Kirkwood, Rich and Jody - 4, 136
Knutson, Art - 286

Konnerup, Navarre - 76, 90

Konnerup, Nels “Connie” - 38-63, 67, 76, 79, 81-82, 87,

90, 353

Konnerup (Lahn), Yvonne - 63, 6696, 126, 366
Kotsina River - 320

Kramer, Charlie - 279

Kramer, Lee - 283

Krantz, Bertrand - 192

Kuskulana River- 320, 367

Labor rrouble - 4748, 12425

Larsen, Billy - 321

Latouche - 179, 298, 304, 338.39, 347

Layoffs and finngs - 48, 86

Leaching plant - 324, 337

Lecount, Ethel - 115

Letendre, John - 184, 258

Letendre, Mrs. Annie - 184, 194, 365

Library - 89,91, 128

Liquor (Prohibition) = 17-19, 48, 112-14, 134, 148, 154,
165, 187-89, 200, 208, 216, 24647, 267, 270, 274, 291,
298, 344, 366

Lloyd, Dolly - 178, 2]

Lloyd, Rodney and Wilbur - 178

Lommel, Mr. - 202

Lommell, Missy and Sissy - 228

Long Lake - 78-79, 185-86, 270, 280

Los Angeles < 23

Lydick family - 305

Lyons, Mr. - 202

MacDougall, Archie - 320
Marshal, U.S. - 187, 267, 298, 1C5, 345, 365

Marshall, Mrs. =32

Marshall, Robert L. H. - 204

Mason, George - 45

May Creek - 219, 277-79, 327, 368

McCann, Nell - 129, 347

McCarthy - 15, 48, 85-86, 107, 113, 115, 117, 132, 134,
15354, 167, 174, 181-82, 191.92, 196, 218, 221, 223 252.
55, 261, 264, 294, 515, 363
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McCarthy Airstrip (former) - 221, 255
McCarthy Airstrip (present) - 117, 164, 199, 209, 221-22
McCarthy Creek - 103, 188-89, 199, 217, 221, 246, 253
McCarthy Lodge - 190, 223

McCarthy museum ~ 185, 205, 207, 225, 305
MeCarthy School - 187, 231, 254, 276, 365
McCord, Mr. - 202

McDonald, Kenneth - 178-79

McDonald (Gilmore), Molly - 216
McGavock, Dick - 330, 367-68

McGavock, James, [r. - 98-136, 317, 319-38
McGavock, James, Sr. - 154, 317
McGavock (Lamb), Jean - 98-136, 319-29, 367-69
McKennan, Robert A, = 167

McKenzie, John - 91

Means, Sam - 17-18, 327

Mercy, John -39

Miller, Jim - 239

Miller, Jeanie - 184, 239

Miller, Tom-219

Minano, Frank - 309

Montgomery Ward - 75

Moaore (Elliot), Jeanne - 54

Meare, Mary Jean - 321

Moore (Henderson), Nan - 54

Morgan, Lon - 368

Mon, Tom - 142, 250-51, 262, 264

Morris, Bruce - 158

Morris, Dan - 296

Morris, Frank - 20, 158, 294, 299, 305, 371
Moarris, Jack - 40, 45-46, 54, 296, 299, 314

Morris, Lyle ~ 158

Morris family - 128

Mosquiroes - 200

Mother Lode Mine - 40, 217, 226, 253, 276-71, 275. 280.
327,363

Mount Blackburn - 240

Mount Wrangell - 240

Movies - 8, 88, 197-98, 237, 275, 333

Murray (Mune), Tess - 278, 327

Music, live - 91, 203

Nabesna Mine - 106

National Creek - 241

Native Americans - 133

Nelson, Chick - 101, 196

Nelson: O. A., Philip and Adrian - 224

Nenana - 305

Netzdorl, Dewey - 27

Nieding, Mr. - 176, 183

Nieding girls - 178

Nizina Glacier - 35

Nizina River/bridge - 21, 105, 205, 216, 218-19, 236, 255,
261, 276-77, 279, 327-28, 368

Nome - 154, 238, 257, 283, 300

Northwestern (ship) - 11-12

Norwegian workers - 45, 51, 71, 130, 174, 188-89, 191,
214, 244, 247, 250, 252, 276

Nurses — 87-88, 112, 114-15, 226, 295, 319

Oliver, Don and family - 326
Olson, Henry - 366
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Olson family - 179

Omura, Roy - 347-48

O'Naill, "Dini” (Geraldine) - 10, 14, 21,326
O'Neill, Geraldine - 11,21

ONeill, Harry and Florence - 22
O'Neill, James - 222

O'Neill (Huckins), Molly - 10-36
O’Neill, Mrs. - 222 238

ONeill, Patrick - 34-35

O'Neill, Tommy - 222

ONeill store, McCarthy - 10-11, 199
Oney, Tony - 307

Osborn, Mr. - 207

Osborne (Osburn), Jerime (Jerine?) - 228
Osborne (Osburn), Richard - 52, 228

Padgert, Kenneth and Chester - 178, 228, 230
Peavine Bar - 279

Penryn, Calif, - 64

“Pete the Greek” - 196

Peterson, Dr. and Emily - 81, 351, 357, 359
Petrokoff, Egan - 298

Piano playing - 11, 14, 81, 89, 91, 203, 238, 322, 326
“Pink Whiskers™ - 216

Platinum, Alaska - 300

Polish workers - 250

Porphyry Mountain - 241, 323

Portland, Ore. - 151, 288

Postal service - 140, 189, 218, 279, 333
Powell, George - 101, 136, 138-73, 280

Power plant (power house) - 129, 147, 179, 200, 313,

315, 317, 324, 368

Presley, Bevan - 337

Presley, David - 90, 294-96, 343

Presley (Bowles), Jean - 158, 305, 33848

Prohibiton - see liquor

Prosutution - 17-18, 113, 154, 188-89, 245-46, 266-67,
275, 291

Pugh, Clyde - 185

Quarantine - see diseases

Rabbits - 296

Radio station, private - 117, 119, 317, 323

Radivan, Martin and family - 176, 178

Railroad - 29, 49, 106-08, 117, 148-49, 153, 16263, 185,
192, 208, 213, 215, 220, 224-25, 231-32, 265, 30405, 312,
317-20, 328, 330, 336

Railroad station (Kennecott) - 49, 68, 185

Ramer, Peyton “Pete” - 192, 236

Ransour, Capt. - 28-29

Refior, Mrs. - 187

Rex Creek - 181, 139, 166, 28C

Reynolds, Bob - 187, 365

Richardson Highway - 106

Richelson, Walter A. (*Rich”) and family - 317,327, 337
38

Roberts, Mrs, - 209

Root Glacier - 240, 315-16

Roslyn, Wash. - 106, 320

Rough and Tough Mines - 300

Russian workers - 250, 343,
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Safery standards - 56-57

San Francisco - 18, 20, 260

Schmidt, Blanche - 190

Schneeberger, Dick - 228

Schneeberger, Gretchen ~ 233-5C

School (Kennecott) - 8, 84, 87-88, 125, 128, 143, 146,
174-79, 181-82, 187, 204, 227-33, 325, 331, 34344, 352-
53

Schutze, Mr. - 202

Scobie (McGavock), Jean Black - 320, 330

Scrip - 74, 79, 120, 275, 295

Sears and Roebuck - 75, 121, 346

Seattle - 11, 19-20, 22-23, 26-27, 32, 60, 63, 63, 68-69, 75,
80, 92, 99-100, 106, 117, 164, 175, 188, 192, 196, 203,
220, 229, 236-37, 253, 255, 257, 260, 271, 288, 294, 315,
319-20, 328

Seltenreich, Bud - 164-65, 167, 252-87, 366

Seltenreich, Fred “Fritz™ - 164-65, 246, 253-54, 256, 261.
267, 274, 279, 282-87, 365

Seltenreich, Ted - 164, 254, 260, 267, 281-83

Seward - 28, 187, 190, 218, 276

Sheldon Auto Srtage Co. - 273

Shushanna - see Chisana

Stlicosis - 57

Silk Stocking Row - 321, 330

Singers, Mr. - 202

Skating (ice) - 8, 20, 89, 91, 129, 147, 154, 177, 201, 203,
251, 316, 325

Skating (roller) - 324

Skiing - 8, 154, 163, 181, 313

Slavic workers - 343

Slimpert, Bill - 219-20

Smith, Mudhole- 221, 223

Snyder, Mr. - 201

Sourdough Hill - 221

Spanish flu (1918) - 102, 183
Spearstead, John -~ 217

Spruce Point - 279

Stannard, E. Tappan - 60

Stanwood, Wash. - 63

Star Airlines - 256

Stattel, Carl - 201, 208

Strelna - 320, 354

Sullivan, Bob and Gertrude - 334
Sullivan, George ~ 193, 288-309, 366-67
Sullivan, Harvey P. - 298, 30708
Sullivan, Joe - 30C

Sullivan, Mike - 298

Swedish workers = 130, 174, 197, 250, 308, 315
Swiss workers - 130, 203

Taylor, Andy -31-36

Tenakee Hot Springs - 237

Tennis - 8-9, 91, 201. 213, 324-25

Thompson, Miss - 228

Tiosevig (Eidemiller), Eleanor - 4, 187, 204, 217, 367
Tiosevig, Judy (Grotjahn) - 204, 370

Tonsina - 345

Toohey, Dr. - 114-16

Trains - see railroad

Tramways - 8, 38-39, 4142, 44-46, 48, 54-56, 87, 100,
176, 193, 226, 283, 288-92, 29597, 313, 337, 37071
Turner, Dr, - 81
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Ulleland, A. - 229

Undertaker {ML’.C.:II‘Lh}’) - 17

Unions—47, 51

University of Alaska (Fairbanks) - 136, 207, 305, 362

Valdez - 105-06, 187, 218, 254, 288-89, 291, 298-99, 304
05, 307, 345

Veach, Stephen - 218

Vick, Loute - 179

Vickery (House), Deborah - 7, 76, 90, 228, 364, 368
Vickery (Wilson), Jane -7, 76, 90, 228, 364

Vickery, Vic-202

Vista, Dr. - 202

Volleyball - 201

Waddle, Mary - 227

Wagon road (McCarthy-Kennecott) - 103, 191, 206, 209,

239, 336, 369

Warner, Paul - 39

Washburn, Brad - 34

Water house - 6, 91

Watkins, Dick and Barbara Rose - 4
Watsjold, John - 158, 187, 276, 335
Warsjold, Nell - 182, 186-9C, 204
Watsjold, Oscar — 174-251, 276, 289-90, 296, 301, 305,
36566

Warsjold, Stella- 187, 217

Welsh workers = 50-51, 352
Whipple, Marvel -321

Whitehorse - 257

Whitham, Carl - 106

White River—279

Wilson, Dr.and J. W.-342

Wilson, John - 45-46

Wold, Sig - 188, 193

Women’s Chrstian Temperance Union - 187, 365
Work slowdown (1932-35) - 107-09; 142, 149, 192, 213,
226, 311, 323, 337

Wrangell Narrows - 28

Yale University - 33
Yugoslavian workers - 362

Ziegler, Eustace - 320
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Bob sulhivan and son Mike,




_and so it 1s all the wondertul
memories remain and the hard

times are forever forgotten...



