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] \ I R()DL}C I IOI\ > DURING THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 15-17, 1990, A
» -
R T e A REUNION HELD AT KENNICOTT GraciER LObGE,
KRENNECOTT KIDS ORAL HISTORY . e 4 S : :

OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN
WHEN THE KENNECOTT MINES AND MILL OPERATED
DURING THE 1920s AND "30s, INGER JEnsEN Riccl
AND Ereanor Tiosevic Eloemitier, TwO
“KENNECOTT KiIDS,” DEVELOPED THE IDEA FOR
THE REUNION. RicH Ann Jony KIRKWOoD,
OWNERS OF THE Kennicort Giacier Looar,
HELPED ORGANIZE AND HOST THE EVENT.

»

TWENTY-ONE “KIDs™ ATTENDED TiHI
REUNION AND ALL HAD A WONDERFUL TIME IN THI
GHOST TOWN WHICH WAS THE THRIVING COMPANY
TOWN OF THEIR CHILDHOOD. THEY SPOKE FONDLY
OF KENNECOTT AND THE RELATIONSHIPS THEY
DEVELOPED WHILE GROWING LIP IN THIE
MAGNIFICENT SETTING OF 1HE WRANGELL
MounTtaIns. Tor “Kins™ HIKED THE GLACIER,
IHUMBED THROUGH PHOTOGRATHS, WALKED THI
TOWN, PICNICKED IN MCCARTHY, AND TOLD THEIR
STORIES AS PHYSICAL REMINDERS PROMPTED THEIR
MEMORIES,

Barbara Rose Watkins and her daddy Dick.




Introduction

THrE SUCCESS OF THIS INITIAL REUNION LED
TO A NETWORK OF “KIDS™ TRYING TO LOCATE MORE
OF THEIR CHILDHOOD FRIENDS. IN 1994, A stcoOND
REUNION WAS HELD AT THE KenNicorT Gracier
LODGE Wit 25 “KIDsS™ IN ATTENDANCE, SOME OF
THE ORIGINAL 21 “RKIDs” COULDN"T MAKE THIS
SECOND TRIP AND THERE WERE AT LEAST 15 NEW
FACES IN THE “KIDS” CROWD. THE EXCITEMENT OF
RETURNING TO THEIR CHILDHOOD ENVIRONMENT
HAD NOT DIMINISHED BY 1994 AND PLANS BEGAN
TO DEVELOP FOR A THIRD REUNION IN 1998, Evin
MORE NEW FACES APPEARED IN 1998, T
ENTHUSIASM AND JOY EXPRESSED BY THE "KiDs”™
WHILE TOGETHER AT KENNECOTT WAS CONTAGIOLS,
NEVER WANING.,

IN COOPERATION WITH THE REUNION HOSTS,
A TEAM OF HISTORIANS FROM THE ALASKA
ReGIONAL O OF THE NATIONAL PArk
SERVICE CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS WITH THE
KennecoTT Kins, HISTORIANS SANDRA FAULENER
(ANDERSON), LoGAN Hovis, AND ANN KA
INTERVIEWED THE “RiDs” whiLE Linpa Coon
TOOK COPY-STANL PICTURES QOF THE HISTORICAL
PHOTOGRAPHS BROUGHT TO THE REUNION,
ADDIMTIONAL NPS stArr FrroM WRANGELL ST.
Erias NATIONAL PARKR AND PRESERVE INCLUDED

Annt WormiinagTon, Curtural Risource
MANAGER, AND HISTORIAN GEOFF BLeakLey, The
INTERVIEWS PROVIDE THE HISTORICAL COMMUNITY
WITH A COLLECTION OF PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL
ON THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KENNECOTT AND
McCARTHY. OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS THIS DO NOT
OCCUR OFTEN. THE MINING AND INDUSTRIAL
HISTORY OF KENNECOTT 1S WELL-KNOWN, BL'T
THROUGH THE INTERVIEWS WE WERE ABLE TO KNOW
KENNECOTT AS A LIVING COMMUNITY RATHER THAN
A MINING GHOST TOWN.

TS PUBLICATION 18 THE RESULT OF MANY
HOLURS OF INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED OVER THE
COURSE OF THE THREE REUNIONS. THE HISTORIC
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE, FOR THE MOST PART, IN THE
PERSONAL COLLECTIONS OF THF
“kips,” Tire NPS 1As SINCE
ACOUIRED THE KENNECOTY MINES
National HistOric LANDMARK AS A
PFART OF WRANGELL-ST, ELIAS
NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE.

ANN KAIN,
Nanonal Park Service HiISTORIAN
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DeAR READER:

WHAT A REALLY TREMENDOUS PLACE TO BRING TP A FAMILY!

SURROUNDED RY NATURE AND LOVE, WE CHILDREN WERE DOURLY BLESSED,

THE SIMPLICITY, THE FREEDOM, AND THE FEACE OF SUCH AN EXISTENCE IS
BEYOND IMAGINATION, To UvE IN KENNICOTT A LIFETIME WOULID BE
PARADISE! BUT ALL GOOD THINGS CANNOT REMAIN STATIC, THEY MUST
CHANGE, AND SO TU 1S THAT ALL THF WONDERFUL MEMORIES REMAIN AND
THE HARD TIMES ARE FOREVER FORGOTTEN,

* GALL THESE MEMORIES ARE FROM DEAR FRIENDS OF MY CHILDHOOD
.mf PART OF MY LI EACH ONE HAS DIFFERENT MEMORIES OF
DIFPERENT Ei.t‘!-.ﬂl'h‘m BN, DIFFERENT FAMILY LIFE, DIFFERENT SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES. THIF_T-\H!T PART OF LIS AND HELP US TO UNDERSTAND HOW
THEY HAVE STIAPED OUR LIVES,

AS MONEERS, THE KENNECOTT KIDS HAD A VERY EASY TIME OF I'Ty AS
EVERYONE HAD FLECTRICITY , AND IUNNING WATER; EXCENT OCCASIONALLY
BT DD FREEZE FROM THE WATER HOUSE TO THE HOMES, EACH AREA HAD A
WATER HOUSE FROM WHICH SEVERAL HOMES RECEIVED WATER. ALL DID
HAVE OUT HOUSES, BEUT MANY WERF IN WOOD sSHEDs. THE STAPF AND THE
UPPER CRUST DD HAVE INSIDE PACILITIES,
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LIVING IN KENNECOTT WAS
A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE,
ESPECIALLY FOR THE CHILDREN,
THEY WERE CONSIDERED VERY
SPECIAL AND MOST PARTICULARLY
BY THE SINGLE ADULTS.
EVERYONE WAS SO GOOD TO US,
THE FREEDOM OF LIVING THERE
WAS SPECIAL, THE CHILDREN OF
THE “CAMP” HAD THE RUN OF
THE TOWN AND IF ANYONE GOT
INTO TROUBLE, THERE WAS
ALWAYS SOMEONE AROUND TO
HELP. OF COURSE, THEY WERE
ALL RAISED QUITE STRICTLY AND
KNEW WHAT THEY COULD AND
COULD NOT DO. HOWEVER,
THERE WAS A SORT OF CLASS
SYSTEM, AS THE OFFICE WORKERS,
NURSES, DOCTORS, TEACHERS AND

Inger Jensen, Debbie Vickery, Tane Vickery, and Ole Jensen,

THOSE WHO WERE “BOSSES,” DIDN’T ALWAYS ATTEND THE SAME SOCIAL

FUNCTIONS,




KENNECOTT KIDS

'TO UNDERSTAND THE CLOSENESS OF THE KENNECOTT KiIDS, IT MUST
BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE SCHOOL WAS THE FOCAL POINT, THE CENTER
OF THE CHILDREN’S LIFE, APART FROM THE FAMILY. | HERE WERE NO CLUBS
OR ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES. THE CHILDREN MADE THEIR OWN
ENTERTAINMENT. IT WAS TRUE THE “COMPANY” DID PROVIDE MOVIES, A
BALL FIELD IN THE SUMMER, THE TENNIS COURT, A HANDBALL COURT IN
THE SUMMER ALSO. IN THE WINTER THERE WAS THE ICE RINK,
SURROUNDED BY LIGHTS AND FLOODED NOW AND THEN TO REPAIR THE ICE.
BASKETBALL, DANCING, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES WERE HELD IN THE
COMMUNITY HALL.

IN THE WINTER WE WENT TO SCHOOL IN THE DARK AND CAME HOME
IN THE DARK. THERE WERE LIGHTS ALL ALONG THE MAIN STREET, BUT NOT
ON THE HILL, SO WE ALL CARRIED FLASHLIGHTS. WE LEFT OUR ICE SKATES
AT SCHOOL, AS WE USED THEM DURING RECESS, AFTER SCHOOL, AND OFTEN
WERE JOINED BY OUR PARENTS AFTER SUPPER. SEVERAL OF US CROSS-
COUNTRY SKIED AND OFTEN SKIED TO ONE OF THE TWO STATIONS ON THE
TRAM. HOWEVER, WE ALSO HAD OUR OWN SKI TRAIL STARTING AT THE MILL,
TRAVERSING SEVERAL LIGHTLY TREED HILLS, AND THEN A LONG RIDE DOWN
TO THE GLACIER AND HOME. (CARD PLAYING WAS ANOTHER OF OUR
ENTERTAINMENTS DURING THE WINTER. THE CHILDREN AS WELL AS THE
ADULTS VERY WELL ATTENDED THE SATURDAY NIGHT DANCES. THERE WAS
USUALLY LIVE MUSIC, A PIANO, DRUMS, HORN, OR WHATEVER WAS AVAILABLE.
HOWEVER, RECORDS WERE ALSO PLAYED AND WE ALL HAD OUR FAVORITES.
FOLLOWING THE DANCING, REFRESHMENTS WERE SERVED. I SHALL ALWAYS
REMEMBER THOSE SUMPTUOUS HOMEMADE CAKES!




IN THE SUMMER, THERE WERE HIKES, PICNICS, TENNIS, AND BALL
GAMES TO WATCH. THE MINERS HAD THEIR OWN TEAM, AS DID BOTH
McCARTHY AND KENNECOTT. ONE OF OUR FAVORITE ACTIVITIES ON WARM
DAYS WAS RUNNING THROUGH THE GARDEN HOSE ON OUR LAWN, USUALLY
FOLLOWED BY REAL LEMONADE AND COOKIES. A HIKE TO MCCARTHY AND
BACK FOR ICE CREAM CONES WAS A SPECIAL TREAT. FALL BROUGHT BERRY
PICKING, CURRANTS AND CRANBERRIES BEING OUR FAVORITES. OFTEN WE

SHARED PATCHES WITH BLACK BEARS, THOUGH THEY WERE MUCH MORE
FRIGHTENED THAN WE WERE.

KENNECOTT WAS SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINS, GLACIERS, FOREST, SO
VERY BEAUTIFUL! IT WAS A REAL WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE. I’M SURE WE

TOOK IT ALL FOR GRANTED, BUT NOW ALL THIS BEAUTY AND PEACE IS
UNFORGETTABLE.

THE HISTORY OF KENNECOTT AND MCCARTHY KIDS MAKES
INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL READING. IT WAS A WONDERFUL AND
DIFFERENT WORLD. ALL OF US LIVING THERE, ATTENDING SCHOOL, LIVING
NORMAL FAMILY LIVES BECAME DEAR FRIENDS. I HE EXCITEMENT NOW OF A
REUNION NEVER DIMINISHES. MOST OF THOSE GROWING UP IN THE AREA
FELT PRIVILEGED TO HAVE HAD THIS TREMENDOUS EXPERIENCE OF LIVING

IN SUCH A BEAUTIFUL AND PRISTINE ENVIRONMENT. THEIR LIVES WILL BE
FOREVER ENTWINED.

Inger Jensen Ricci
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VIES B. BEANS, SR.

Interview conducted By Logan W. Hovis

i

National Park Service
June 16, 1990
Tape #1
Side #1
Hovis: And you live? Where is your
current residence?
Beans: What?
Hovis: Good morning Mr. Beans.
Hovis: Where do you live now?s
Beans: What’s that?
Beans: My mind is a little baywire. I can’t
Hovis: Good morning. think of the word when I want it.
Mobile bhome.
Beans: Good morning.
Hovis: Okay.
Hovis: The tape recorder is running so
everything you say will be Beans: - In a mobile home park up in the
recorded on the tape and available bigh desert east of Los Angeles.
to other people who might be
interested in using it. Hovis: I understand you are 94 years old.
Beans: I know. Beans: Whats
Hovis: Would you tell me your full name Hovis: You are 94 years old?
please?
Beans: I was born October 30, 1895 in
Beans: James B. Beans. Colorado. No, at [?] City, Kansas.



Hovis:

Beans:

Beans, Jr.:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

You worked at Kennecott in the
1920s¢

Ob, it was - I don’t know, when did
I leave, Jim, was it in 262 [Jim is
James B. Beans, Jr.]

No, you left in °27. I was born in
26.

I was bere three years.

What did you do when you were
bere?

Well, I worked in the leaching
plant mostly.

What did you do while you worked
in the leach plants

Well, I can’t think of the name of
the thing they were doing in there,

but the last year I was shift boss.

What did you do as a shift boss?

Well, they bad four or five men
working under me there in the
leaching plant and the manager
would come down every morning

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Interview with James B. Beans, Sr.

to see that everything was running
all right.

What would you do on an average
day when you were in your work?

You’ve done work in the mornings
and what would you do?

Well, worked eight hours, three
shifts a day, an eight hour day.

The only time the leaching plant
shut down as I remember, was
Christmas. The rest of the time
we were [?]. In order for the shift
boss to get a vacation, we bhad to
work - well, we worked eight hours
a day, we would work 16 bhours, two
of us and one other fellow would
be off, see. So, every summer we
took a two week vacation by
working double shifts that way.

Would be some very long days,
wouldn’t it.

Yeb. It was a nice vacation.

Where would you go on your
vacationss

i
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KENNECOTT KIDS
Beans: Well, I bad two of them and we Hovis: Yes.
went over to the island, we called
it. The mountain over bere that Beans: Well, we got a kind of tent house.
splits the glacier. It was [?] once and then they made
a bouse out of it and it’s right up
Hovis: Donobho Peak:? there on the bill. I baven’t found it
yet because it’s all overgrowth in
Beans: I don’t remember the name of it. there. Somebody said the
But we went over there and spent a foundation is still there, the tent
week. We would kind of share an bad been taken down on the
old cabin in there and we had a bhouse.
tent of our own. We spent the
week there. Hovis: How big was the tent or the bouse?
Hovis: Who would go with yous Beans: Ob, about as big as this room and
they just roll larger. One [?] was
Beans: My wife, children. kind of divided off for a bedroom
and we bad a kitchen to one side
Hovis: Were you married when you came and the bedroom had the big fire
to Kennecott? stove in it, about the size of a
‘ barrel. We used to keep it burning
Beans: Yes. pretty well.
Hovis: Where did you and your wife live Hovis: Was it comfortable?
bere in the camp?
Beans: Hub?
Beans: Before we came bere?
Hovis: Was it a comfortable place to live?
Hovis: In the camp?
| Beans: Any place is comfortable if you
~ Beans: In the camp? make it that way. Used to shoot




Hovis:

Beans:

rabbits and my wife would tan the
hides and you’d make it a big fur
robe for over the bed. Jimmy
there, be bad, what do you call it,
alongside the bed or along over the
one side and she made bim a robe.
My daughter, she made ber clothes
for ber. I got a lot of pictures.
He’s got them, bhe can show them
lo you.

DOLLARS
IN HARES

Okay.

Yebh, we bhad a pretty good time.
We got out and hiked around.
There’s another valley over bere,
we went over there one day and
next morning I was coming out
and we met a fellow on the road.
At first be thought be bad found
some [?] who went wild and went
over there. He bad seen the fire,

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Interview with James B. Beans, Sr.

our fire place, and he was coming
down to see if it wasn’t bim. He
wanted to know if I had been
bothered and I told him no. He
found this other house over there
and be bad been in it, just to look
it over. He was a miner, must have
been a miner sitting over there.

This would bave been over in
McCarthy Creeks

What?

McCarthy Creek, the next valley
overs

I don’t know what’s over there.
We went back up to the [?] and
away over that way.

Was it usual for shift bosses to
have their families bere?

What?

Did most of the shift bosses bave
their wives and family beres

Well, it’s been 60 years ago and 1
can’t tell you much about it. They

13
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KeNNEcOTT KIDS

Hovis:

were good fellows, I know that.
That’s about all I remember about
them. We didn’t bave too much
intercourse bere. We kind of kept
to ourselves. We bad a picture
show, if I remember right, once a
week and a dance about once a
month. It’s all gone away now, but
they was all down there below the
shack. The yard men - go through
the yard and then you go up [?]
they spent most of their [?]
keeping that skating rink open so
we could skate. They used to bave
games there and we skated. - He’s
got some pictures of my wife and
me skating out there. And I bhad a
pair of skis. The road run up to
our bouse, back up the bill bere
where the woods - and went up in
September and brought it down
for us in the winter so we would
bave it in the winter. I used to go
to the top and try to get down. It
was about balf a [?] long, and I
never made the [?] without going
over. I had a spill or two. That
was on my skis.

Did you work seven days a week?
And you still found time to go
skiing?

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Yeh, we bhad to work, we only
worked eight bours, and then we
had the rest of the day to kill. And
we figured we had to find
something amusing, you know, [?]
a friend down skating or
something like that.

Who would you go skating with,
people from the work in the mill or
with [?)?

Yeb, it was all mill, there was
nobody from the mines bere. In
fact, the guys in the mines, they
used to let them come down on the
cables and then someone got burt
coming down and they wouldn’t
let them ride the cables down
anymore and they spent their off
time up there.

How did be get burt riding the
cable down?

I don’t know. I don’t remember. I
just remember there was an
accident that they kept anybody
from the mine coming down on
the cable after that. He got
tangled up some way, I don’t
remember just how.



Hovis:

Beans:

Did you ever go up to the mines?

Never but once. [?] boss of the
mine up there, I went up there. I
walked up there and the boss took
me down in the mine and showed
me around. I been around - my
father worked at the coal order - be
was - in Kansas, the coal mines.
And be looked after the mills.
They only bad - the mills, you
know the kind of cars they had
and he would |?) did all kind of
work, took care of the mill. When
they wanted a car pulled out of a
tip over, why, be would go up
across there and pull the car out of
the tip over. Coal mining is
altogether different from bere
though. In the coal mines you
take a shaft down to the bay. The
bay is about a 30 degree angle like
that and then they’ve got a tunnel
under and car tunnels up all along
and put [?). The miner would
shovel the coal into this bay and
the coal would roll down to the
place at the bottom where they
would load the cars. And this one
they were running up bere was
altogether different. They showed

Hovis:

Beans:

— Interview with James B.-Beans; Sr. -

me - brought up - they bhave a turn
on the cars like they do in the coal
mine but instead of running a
tunnel or that they just cave it all
in. The little while I went up there
it must have been 50 or 60 feet
bigh and that much across and the
miners would mine the side and
they closed all old areas. Ore was
all rolled down to the bottom
where they would load it and haul
it out. So they had to haul it up to
the shaft and the shaft would take
it up and dump it in the car and it
came down the cable, the car that
came down the bill. It’s about
three miles I think up there, the
cable was from the main mine to
the pail bead.

Have you worked in the mines all
your life?

Ob, I’ve done everything. The last
20 years of my work I worked in a
cement plant. I was working in a
plant in Richmond, northern
Richmond, and they went on
strike. I bad worked there about
six months and I never got much
involved in it but my father was.
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Hovis:

Beans:

He was working at this coal mine,
there were mostly [?] that worked
there. They were all strong union
men and they called a - be didn’t
belong to the union. He was the
only man that didn’t belong and
they called a strike because Dad
couldn’t join the union. And after
about three or four days the
manager of the mine told him to
go abead and join. But during that
time, my uncle run the country
store right across from the school
yard and I’d go up and [?] until
the school bell rang because as
soon as I got on the yard, all the
people in there would begin to call,
“scab, scab” and so I got [?]. In
fact, I worked at several places
where they’d break a strike. [?] I'd
work at loading ships (inaudible)
they threw rocks at us and
everything else [?] loading the
ships.

Was there ever any trouble with the
union bere at Kennecott when you
were bere?

Well, I don’t know [?] I don’t think
they bad a union here. I don’t

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

remember anything about a union
anyway.

Was this a good place to work?

Very good place at the mill bere.
They treated us wonderfully well.
But the people in the mine didn’t
get down bere as easy and in the
winter they was all penned up
there. They would come out of
the mine and stayed at the
bunkbouse, it was almost like
being in prison. Somebody told
me that part of the bunkbouse was
over the glacier up there, I don’t
know.

It 1s.

I know that every spring why there
would be 50 or 60 of them that
quit and then they’d send these -
they’d bire men in Los Angeles
and all down there and send a
bunch of them up. There was
about 40 of them come up in our
bunch. I was working in a coal
mine down there then and I was
tired of that. The coal mine down
there worked in the winter and in



Hovis:

Beans:

the summer, why, it was kind of a
bit or miss job. In the summer I'd
get a job [?] roads or something
like that. But it was getting near
spring and I was getting tired of
the coal mine and you got to bhave
a job right along. I got to talking
to one of the men, be told me be
bad bired out to come up bere to
Alaska. [?] and came up before be
got bere. There was about 40 in
the bunch I came in.

Did Kennecott have a biring ball
down in Los Angeles?

Well, not a bhiring bhall. They bad
this office [?]. I went in and
signed up to come up bere. I
started out as a laborer. I only
worked half a day as a laborer.

The boss - be run their - I don’t
remember too much about it but
they bhad some kind of a power
plant - you drug this stuff out,
waste stuff that they didn’t want to
get it out of the way and dumped
it all over where the glacier is. And
I run that for a while.

Beans, Jr.:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Dad, you came up from Seattle,
not from Los Angeles.

Ob, yeb. I’ve been telling you
about Los Angeles, but it was
really Seattle. That’s where [?].
My memory is kind of - after 90
years, why, it comes and it goes. I
can’t even give my bome address
every once in a while. I have to
wait and fool around with it. It
doesn’t come to mind.

Does walking around Kennecott
jog your memory? Does it bring
back any special memories or
anything particularly interesting to
your

About wore me out. I’'m living in
the high desert now. In the winter
it’s all cold and we bave all kinds
of wind and snow and everything
and I live in the bhouse and the
only walk I had that winter was
down to the mail box and back.
They bave a bunch of mail boxes
up in the middle of the - what do I
want to says

17.
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Beans, Jr.: The mobile home court. Beans:
Beans: Ob, the mobile bome court, yeb.

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

There are about 50 houses there. I

bought one and I’ve lived there by Hovis:

myself for two years and a balf.
And so my physical bealth is pretty

badly shot right now. I took this Beans:

trip down to McCarthy and it
pretty near wore me out.

When you worked bere, did you
ever go down to McCarthy?

The three years I was bere I was
never in McCarthy.

Amazing. You would buy
everything through the company
store that you needed?

Everything. Any furniture you
wanted, they’d sell you and when
you left they’d buy back at 20
percent discount. Didn’t need

much furniture in that little bouse. Hovis:

Our groceries and everything like
that we bought there.

Beans:

Did you do a lot in your little
house to make it comfortable, did
you build anything there?

No, we didn’t do anything. It was
comfortable. We bad kind of a [?]

as long as we kept a stove.

Did Kennecott provide the fire
wood for you?

Well, it provided. I expect they
charged us for it. I can’t tell you
that, I don’t remember about that.
But we bad to bhaul the wood [?].
They brought it down in the
summer and I think we paid for it
all right, they charged us a fair
rate. In the three years I was bere
I saved about $3,000. My wife was
away from bome with ber folks and
[2]. I planned to quit and go back
down to the states and we were six
months planning our trip and by
the time we planned the trip I lost
interest and wanted to stay, but
she wanted to go home, so we went

[?].

Your wife bad two children while
you lived here. Is that correct?

Well, see, Jimmy was born bere
and Neona was about three years
and a balf, four years old I reckon



Beans,]r.:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

when we left. Isn’t that about
right, Jims

Well, Neona was born in Seattle,
six months before Mom came up
here. And we left when I was six
montbs old, so she was two years
old when we left. We left in July of
27 and you got up bere about the
same time in °25.

Did your wife come with you and
your daughter when you first came
up, or did they follow later?

No, they came about a month and
a half later. I came up bere in May
and [?] well, I don’t know, it was
about a month and a balf. I rented
this [?], it was the only bouse left
and I managed to get in it and she
came up bere.

You said you managed to save
approximately $3,000.- Did the
company act as a bank for you, or

did you bhave that just as cash
bidden in the...?

Well, I don’t remember too much.
Our savings we sent to a savings

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Interview with James B. Beans, Sr.

bank in Seattle. The company
didn’t [?] or anything like that.
They were very good. They had a
card room bere somewbhbere. There
was always a card game going.

The only bard part was you had to
go down there to lose your money.
As I remember, the first three or
four days after pay day, why,
everybody was in there gambling.
(inaudible)

Were you a good card player?

What?
Were you a good card player?

No, I lost a little too but not too
much.

Was your son born in the hospital
here or in the house?

He was born in the bospital. They
bad a nice bospital bere for their
employees. They had good
doctors and good nurses and
everything there. They treated us
fine as far as treatment goes.

19
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“Any place is comfortable if you
make it that way.”
James B, BEANS, SR,

Interview with James B. Beans, Sr,
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Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

That was free of charge?
Pardon?

Did you have to pay for using the
hospital?

Ob, I know we must have. I don’t
remember. It was nothing
unreasonable, I mean, they only
charged reasonable rates. They
treated us good.

Did you enjoy working in the leach
plant?

As much as anything. I’'m kind of
a bit and miss man. I’ve done
about everything. Well, see, on the
mines, machines. When I left
here, I went to visit ber folks and
lived at, what was it. It was two
miles out of Dallas. And I got the
idea then of - around bere, when I
was bere, every spring, there used
to be a bunch of prospectors and
they would buy their stuff and
pack it in to where they was
prospecting. It would take them a
month to pack all the groceries
and things in with them see. So

Hovis:

Beans:

they bad to pack it a ways and
come back and get it and it would
take them a month because their
food and all the stuff they needed
to prospect to get into their
prospect place. And when I got
down there, I then, of course, got
interested in planes and I got the
idea of buying a plane and coming
up bere and getting a [?]
passenger plane see. And there
are lakes all over this country and
take these prospectors to some
lake a little closer to the [?]. So I
borrowed a plane and learned to
fly and took my brother-in-law and
be took bis lessons too and he’d
fly, that was in Dallas, Texas.

Did you bring your plane back up
here?

No, we never got bere. I run out
of money and I had to make some
money to go abead with it so I
bought a car from my fatber, if 1
remember right, and started out -
ob, where was it, out - I worked
about six months at a mine. 1
bhadn’t been out there but two or
three weeks and before we left we



Hovis:

Beans:

took the plane to store it in a big
garage there and my brother be
got the idea of - he wasn’t used to
flying so be went back and put the
plane together and went out and
took this trip and coming back be
wrecked the plane. Fell about a
bundred feet and tore bis plane all
up and broke bis nose and was in
the bospital for a week or two. So
that was my idea of bringing the
plane up bere.

Did you continue flying after that
in other planes?

No, that was the amount of my
flying. I went on to Los Angeles
and got a job out there, out of [?]
for a while. I got acquainted with
this fellow that was running a
school for welders and I bad my
brother send the engine out - this
was a war plane, a Canadian plane
- and I bhad bim send the engine
out and I traded the engine to the
welding man for a course in
welding. And I spent about a
month or so to become a welder in
bis shop and weld, see. And then I
got a job with East Tool Company,

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Interview with James B. Beans, Sr.

welding tool bins. They were the
beight of that door over there. I
worked for East Tool for a year in
Los Angeles. Then the oil
business became a baywire and we
had 45 welders working there and
in six montbs the only welder left
was the foreman. He was [?]. So
that ended my welding there and I
got a job welding for a - ob, what
was the name of it - a company
that, ob, I don’t know. They make
all this kind of rock. They install
the rock all around the buildings
and do things like that. I worked
there about a year.

When you worked at Kennecott, do
you remember many Japanese

people bere?

Japanese? I don’t think there was
a Japanese in the place. I don’t
remember any.

I am just curious, because down in
the graveyard there are two
Japanese people buried.

I don’t remember any.

23
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Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Hovis:

Beans:

Anything about Kennecott that
really stands out in your mind that
you would like to say?

Well, not except that I enjoyed it a
lot. I liked everybody and things
of that sort. A wvery nice - the only
enjoyment that you had was biking
and things like that and skating.
They bad a tennis court too. We
used to play tennis. The tennis
court was up there [?] some where.
I don’t know, things like that [?]
and all that sort of stuff [?].
There’s a big jack rabbit bere and
we’d go out before the snows and
boy, there would be rabbits
everywhbere. They all turn white,
see. They turn white like the
pelican does, or the - what kind of
a bird is it that...

The ptarmigan?

Hub?

Ptarmigan

Ptarmigan, yeb. And we used to

bunt them. I bunted a bear a time
or two but I was always kind of

Hovis:

Beans:

Ieery whether I found one or not.
I never did bappen to find one.

- On a vacation over at the island

you could see where a big white
bear bad rubbed on the tree. You
know, they get up and rub the tree
to clean their fur or something. I
was always trying to find one of
those but I was balf afraid to find

one.

What was it like walking across the
glacier ice to get to the island?

Well, it wasn’t too bad. It bad a
kind of a trail you bad to stake a
rope along [?]. The first time my
wife come up bere, I always said
I’d show ber the glacier. The
glacier then was about, ob, I don’t
know, a bundred feet bigh right
there, a regular - it was just a
stream down there, see. And then
this glacier up there and we
climbed up on top of it and I was
showing her around and I didn’t
know much about glaciers and I
was walking abead of ber and all
the stuff beneath me all gave way
at once and I started falling. I
threw my bands out and I broke
into...
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“.d was walking ahead of
her [on the glacier] and all
the stuff beneath me all
gave way at once and 1

started falling....”

Jamis B. BEANs, Sr.

L
Ladies out for an 1oy day of it. Kennicolt Glacier.
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TAPE #1 Hovis: Did you get paid more bere than in
SIDE #2 other jobs in the Lower 48¢
Beans: I probably would if the men [?] Beans: Well, I don’t really remember. I
very long. don’t know. I know that in three
_ years I saved about $3,000 and
Hovis: You know, you would have been then I was set back in the [?] and
dead. I’m not sure [?].
Beans: Whats Hovis: Unless there is anything else you’d
_ . like to say, I thank you very much.
Hovis: You would have been down in Is there anything that you might
McCarthy in about 20 years. When like to jog his memory?
you left there, where did you go?
_ Beans, Jr.: No, be’s talked about most of the
Beans: Well, I was telling you we went to stuff that we talked to [?] about.
visit ber folks in Dallas. And then
from there on, I already told you Hovis: Thank you very much Mr. Beans.
what happened. I appreciate your time. Thank
ou.
Hovis: Did you ever think you might ’
come back to Kennecott to work
again?
Beans: Obh, not especially, no. I was
always too busy just making a
living.
Hovis: Was it good money bere?
Beans: What?




28

KeENNECOTT KIDS

PATRICIA “PAT

~ HUSSEY BERG

[nterview conducted
and Geolf Bleakley
National Park Service
May-27-98.

by Logan Hovis

[With editing and clarification changes
made by Mrs. Patricia Hussey Berg
on 6-22-00 and 8-7-00].

Tape #1
Side #1

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

O.k., this is Logan Hovis with
Geoff Bleakley:. We’re bere at the
Kennicott Lodge. The Kennecott
Kids reunion on the 27th of May,
1998. And we’re talking, with Patty
Hussey [Berg].

Um-bum. [Sounds of Patty and
unknown male laughing in

background].

Yeab! That’s good! Patty ... What
is your association with
Kennecott?

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Well, we came up from Latouche
... in 1928, actually. And, left in
1931. I was in the fifth grade bere,
in the little two room school bouse.

Um-bum.

My father was a diesel engineer,
and be worked in the power plant.

OK.,, ... Did ... You, you were a
child bhere. How old were you at
the times

I was nine when I came.

Nine? Nine when you came. And
then eleven when you left?

Um-bum.
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Interview conducted

and Geoff Bleakley
National Park Service
May-27-98.

by Logan Howvis

[With editing and clarification changes
made by Mrs. Patricia Hussey Berg

on 6-22-00 and 8-7-00].
Tape #1
Side #1
Hovis: O.k., this is Logan Hovis with

Hussey:

Hovis:

Geoff Bleakley:. We’re bere at the
Kennicott Lodge. The Kennecott
Kids reunion on the 27th of May,
1998. And we’re talking, with Patty

Hussey [Berg].

Um-bum. [Sounds of Patty and
unknown male laughing in
background].

Yeah! That’s good! Patty ... What
is your association with
Kennecott?

(" HUSSEY BERG

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Well, we came up from Latouche
... in 1928, actually. And, left in
1931. I was in the fifth grade bere,
in the little two room school house.

Um-bum.

My father was a diesel engineer,
and he worked in the power plant.

O.K., ... Did ... You, you were a
child here. How old were you at
the time?

I was nine when I came.

Nine? Nine when you came. And
then eleven when you left?

Um-bum.
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Arthur Frickson, Vernon Mussey, Bruce
Morris, Inger Jensen.. After pie ealing
contest, 4th of JTuly.

Hovis:
Hussey:
Hovis:
Hussey:

Hovis:

[ ussev:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

[nterview with Patricia *Paty” Hussey Berg

O.K. So you, you ...

I was more .,

[uncertain word(s)].

No, I was twelve when I left.

So, you've got some pretty good
memories of this places Pretty ...
pretty firm memories of this place,

Ob, | loved it. All the kids did.
Uim-bum,

O.K. What was so nice about it,
being a kid?

Ob, the freedom, I guess. Folks
never seemed 1o worry about
where we were. What we were
doing.

Um-bum.

And, wm ... ob the kids ... We all
played games. And ... And in the
winter time ... they, what they call
the yard gang, would build an ice
rink right outside the school
bhouse.
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Hovis:

Hussey: -

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Um-bum.

But, it’s ... what used to be the ball
... park, bas receded. So it’s all

sloughed off.

It failed during the sixty-four
earthquake.

It used to be a buge ... Ob, did it?
Is that what happeneds

Yeah.

Because, that’s where everything
seemed to take place. You know,
Fourth of July races...

Um-bum.

.. and ball games, and ... the ice
rink in the winter time. And ... We

had terrific snows in those days.
And ... Lot of ... snowball fights,
and, forts, and ... [chuckle].

You pretty good at that were you?

I wasn’t ... I was a tomboy [Laugh
with Hovis].

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

~ Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

O.K.

You would have come up the first
time via the Alaska Steamship
Company, and ... the traing

Well ... ab ... let’s see .... I
suppose ... from then ... I don’t, I
don’t remember too much about
coming up, except for the ride -
from Cordova. Course the Alaska
Steamship Lines, that’s all that
used to come up here in those
days.

The Cordova...

There was a Northland
Transportation Company, too, that
.. stopped in Juneau, and ...

Um-bum.

... the canneries on the way south,
and ...

Do you bhave any memories of the
train ride at all? Or, any, any of
the rides on the Copper...



Interview with Patricia “Pawy™ Hussey Berg
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Jane Vickery, Deb Vickery, Mary Ellen Duggan, Inger Jensen, Pegagy Duggan,
Patty Hussey, and Jean Presley.
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Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

No, no, I don’t. The only thing I
can remember is us three kids
crying all the way to Cordova when
we left bere, ‘cause we didn’t
understand why we bad to leave.

Um-bum. How, how did this place
compare to Latouche?

Well, Latouche was ... seemed to
me smaller.

Um-bum.

But there were a lot of the same
people that were, there, that were
transferred up bere.

Um-bum. Did you have the same
sense of freedom down there that
you had ...

Ob, yeab. Um-bum. It was,
situated on a ... w... wonderful
beach. Sandy beach. Matter of
fact there were two beaches that
were great. And, um ... in
Latouche ... in the spring when
the ... sa... strawberries were ripe,
there was one day they would load
up all the little boats of families,

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

and we’d go out to what they
called Strawberry Island ... and
spend the whole day just picking
strawberries and picnicking ...

Make yourself sick?

Well, I don’t recall that! But, I
know we bad a lot of good

strawberry jam!

[Laughing]. O.K.
[Laughing].

Um-bum! Which, which bouse did
you live in when you were bere at
Kennecott?

Up on top of the hill bere, ab ...
there were three bhouses ...

Um-bum.

... in a row. And Inger Jensen
lived in the first one. The
Jacobsens [sp.?] in the second one;
and the Husseys in the third one.

So, how did tomboy enjoy bhaving
the ... the tea parties with, the
Jensens¢



Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

The tea parties? Well, I guess we
did bave some occasionally. I
remember Inger bhad a little ... ber
father bad built a little house.
What would you call that?

Open ...

A gazebo?

A ga... that’s what it was. And
closed with a ... wire ... Keep out
the bugs and ... Spent a lot of
bappy bours in there playing dolls
and ...

How were the bugs for you poor
kids around theres

They were horrible! But they were
... seemed to be just a certain ...

part of the summer, and then they
were gone.

What would you do with, to, to ...
to cut down on the effects of them
... besides stay indoors, or bebind
screenss

Ob, we wore ... ab ... what do you
call them...

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Bleakley:
Hussey:
Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

A bead net.
A bead net.

Couldn’t chew tobacco and rub it
all over yourselves?

[Laughing].
Ob, God!
[Laughing].

Cried ourselves to sleep lots of
times, I remember that.

Um-bum. ... Well ... perbaps,
that’s probably the most unbappy
memory of this place I've beard so

far.

[Laughing]. Ob, the bugs were
terrible!

[Laughing].

Well, between bere and McCarthy,
sometimes in the summer, they’re
the worst mosquitoes I’ve ever
seen in my life.
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Hussey: They’re big. Hussey: Ob, well, or wherever the dam is. 1
don’t recall ... I know it was quite
Hovis: Um-bum. a walk to get there.
Bleakley: Yeabh. Hovis: O.K. ... Alright. ... What was it
like being in, a school student
Hussey: They’re big. heres
Hovis: And they’re fast. ... Um-bum. Hussey: I don’t recall too much of that
either, except, ab ... I was, I
[Gap in tape]. suppose, an average student. ...
There were three in my class.
Hussey: One time, I don’t recall what the
occasion would be. But, Jobn Hovis: Um-bum.
Letendre used to tend the ... the
water... Hussey: Peggy Duggan and David, ab ...
Presley, and myself. Ob, that’s
Hovis: Um-bum. where I lear... really learned the
appreciation of music.
Hussey: [Unintelligible word] old dairy |
trail. And ... one time, once a ... Hovis: Um-bum.
during the summer, bhe’d cook up a
great big pot of beans. And then Hussey: And, ab ...
he’d bide them in a ... under a
tree, or under a stump, or [Gap in tape].
something. And, we bad to go |
bunt for the beans. And when we Hussey: .. was a better student.
found them, we could eat.
Hovis: Who was your teacher, do you
Hovis: Ab! Somewbhere up on the billside? remember?




Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

There was a Ruth Waters. And, a
Bertha Krantz, as I recall.

And they both played the piano
nicelys Hovis:

No, they bhad a phonograph. Bleakley:

Abbb, [unintelligible word] that’s
Hussey:

And I distinctly remember, Nola - Bleakley:

use to thrill me to death.
[Laughing]. O.K. Hussey:
[Laughing].

Ob, yes. Ab-bub. How off... how

often could [you] get new, new
music in beres

Ob, I don’t ... know.
[Unintelligible].

Or, was that really a concerns

'No. She bad ... a few; And. ..

But, that one stands out in my
mind, because I loved it. [Sounds

of people talking in background, Bleakley:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

door hinge squeaking loudly, and
then the door slamming shut

loudly].
O.K.

Did you get down to McCarthy
very often?

No.

Wasn’t your dad [unintelligible
word] anything ...

I ... Sig Wold ... raised sled dogs
down there. And be ... told me I
could bave a pup ... f, if I wanted
to come get it. So, we, I talked to
my mother. And she said sure. So,
my brother and I walked the four
miles down to ... McCarthy. And
got this ... pup, and brought it
home. Well, it turned out to be a
six months old McKenzie River
busky, and was about the size of a
small horse. And mother said
[laughing] ... No! [continued
laughing]. So the next day we bad
to march it right back again.

His daughter ....
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Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:
Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

That was my ...

... still lives in Fairbanks - Sig
Wold’s daugbhter.

Does she?
Yeabh.

Yeah, Sig was a neat guy. And I

recall, when the snow slides use to
cover the railroad tracks, we’d get
supplies by dog team, and there’d
be ... four and five dog teams tied

up in front of the store down bere.

Um-bum.
[Gap in tape].
... great life for a kid.

You bhad, pretty much the run of the
place?

Um-bum.

Did you go visit your father in the
powerbouses

Take bis lunch ... lunch bucket.

Um-bum.

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

And then on the way home we’d
stop at the bunkbouse, and ... we
bad Asians. I think they were
Japanese. And they ... did the
cooking and cleaning, and they’d
fill ... a ... container with ice
cream. And ...

Um-bum.

... they bad a pickle barrel that we
used to steal pickles out of.
[laughing with Bleakley and

Hovis].

[laughing] does sound like a nice
life. Ice cream and pickles.

And they bad a barn down bere
with, ‘course, borses, they used to
haul things up to the mill. And
about six cows, kept us in milk.

Did that ... Do you know if there
was more than one barn?

No, there was only one barn.
Just, just the one that’s down there

sitting in the middle of the gravel
now.



Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

I’m surprised to see where it is.
They must have moved it, or
something.

It’s a most unfortunate sequence
of events.

[Sounding disappointed] Abb. I
used to spend balf the day down
in that barn, ‘cause I love animals,
and ...

... got to feed them, and ...

Get to ride them?

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:
Hovis:
Hussey:
Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:
Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

No. They were these great big ...
work borses, you know. You know,
when they’d take supplies up to
the mill, we ... get in the back and
ride up ... with um, and just boller
and laugh all the way up.

So you could ride, they’d let you
ride all the way ...

They’d let us ride in the wagon.
Ob, that’s great!

Yeah.

Um-bum.

Probably drove the na... driver
nuts.

Um-bhum.
It was a lot of fun.

Anybody ever get burt? Any of the
kids ever get hurt?

No. Not around bere that I know

of.
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Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:
Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

O.K.

So, did your dad ... you said you
... that you’d been over to Dan
Creek; did your dad ... take you
over to Dan Creek?

Um-um.

Did you drive over theres

Yes. It was in a car, truck.
Um-bum.

We were all ... piled in the back.

That was about the third Nizina
Bridge I think.

[Unintelligible].
Um-bum.

Yes. They went through four of

um, I think, before they gave up.

[laugh].

Is that right? I, um ... I don’t
recall, except I remember these
giant boses...

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Um-bum.
.. water and, sluice boxes.

Um-bum. Was this a, an outing, or
was your father in business ...

Yeabh, it was just an outing. Um-
bhum.

Where’d you keep the car at?

He must have borrowed it, cause
we didn’t have a car.

O.K. ... I know there were just a
couple garages ...

There weren’t very many around
bere.

... there were a couple of garages
down there by the barn at one
time, I think.

Ob, were there?

But, only a couple.

Um-bum.



Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

[Gap 1n tape].

... I think, I think you could only
bring them in, in part of them.

Well, it was very exciting ...
Ob, goodness!

... to get to go on an outing like
that.

Um-bum. O.K. ... Um-bum. .
Did you stop for lunch at the
roadbouse over at May Creek.

I think they took lunches with um.

. It was durin’ the depression,
and, you didn’t squander ...

Yeabh.
.. money.
[Gap in tape].

.. even when you were in the

powerbouse, or walking by the
mill?¢

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

Well, I suppose there was! But you
get so used to it, you don’t hear it!
It’s just like the train ...

Yeabh.

.. coming in. And, um ...

You cease to bhear that too.

Um-bum.

O.K. ‘Cause, I, I can’t, I keep
imagining every time I go to the
mill that it must have been such a
terrible noisy place to work. With
no ...

The mill was, yes.

Um-hum.

Us kids used to play in the mill.
Um-bum.

Running up and down those stairs
from ...

Had favorite biding places in
there?
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Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

“Us kids used to play in the mill.
Running up and down those stairs
from one to the other.”

Patricia “PaTTy” HUSSEY BERG
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Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

.. one to the other. And then
there was the time that ... Mrs.
Whipple and my motber, sh... they
bad ... one boy. And then there
were three of us. Went up to ...
Castle Rock Mine - the Bonanza, I
guess they called it at that
[Unintelligible]. ... And spent a
couple days there. Went a mile
and a balf under ground on the
different skips ...

[Laughing; Noises in interview
room].

One I never bhave forgotten,
because, you laid down on it. And
top of the ... the ca... caves, or
tunnel, as you’re going down, was
about that far from your nose.
[laugh). I mean, you didn’t move
your head.

Um-bum. [Laughing].

Ob, that sounds pretty exciting!
Yeabh. And then they’re those you
stood up in. And ... No, it was

exciting. And wha... when, ob, we
wore carbide lanterns on our

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

heads; And when we got down to
the bottom of this, I understand
that ... We were told at the time,
that this was the biggest ... hole,
mining hole - glory hole, they
called it, in the world. And, it was
cold down there. And the water
coming out of the sides of the
cave ... was just like, billions of
diamonds, from our, carbide
lanterns.

Um-bum, bum, bum.
Newver forgotten that.
Hub.

Um-bum.

But, it was fun ... being up there
and getting to eat in the mess balls
with the ... the men, and ...

This was the underground mess
ball, the one back in the ...

An... Idon’t recall, that. I know
when the guys came down, they’d
jump in a bucket, and ride down

... and would ... take the same ...
route back.




Hovis:
| Hussey:
Hovis:
Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hovis:
Hussey:

Hovis:

Did they come down wvery often?
Um-bum.
O.K.

Visit McCarthy.

And try and make it back to the
next shift.

I suppose [hearty laughl].
That was a pretty rowdy town.

But, as far as that ... I didn’t
realize, just what it was all about

until I read the book.
“McCarthy”.

O.K. Kirchbhoff’s book?
Yes.

Yes!

Um-bum.

Very interesting.

Good.

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Ber
Yy g

And I, in fact I recognize some of
the names in there. ... friends of
my dad’s and ...

They organized a, a formal trip for
you and your friends to go up and
look ar... play around in the
mines.

I guess so. There was just, ab ...
come to think of it, my sister was
too small. She must have been
staying with somebody. And there
was just Bob Whipple, and my
brother, and myself. And
[unintelligible] ... Yeah, most
days ... things were pretty loose I
guess. They were ... I'm sure
some of the other kids got to do it,
too. I never beard whether they ...

That’s the first ’ve beard of this.
I’'m very, I’'m very amused by it.

Um-bum.
And pleased.
Good. Yeabh.

Um-bum.
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Hussey: But, that was quite a bike up there.
| [Gap 1n tape].
Hovis: You bhad to walk up this time?
Hussey: .. it surprises me bere, too. In
Hussey: We hiked up. And we biked back. those days, there were beautiful
birch trees, everywhere. Now, you
Hovis: Um-bum. Yes. It is a borrible hike don’t see a birch tree.
up there.
Hovis: Hum. .... [unintelligible] ... all is
Hussey: ... Maybe ten or eleven years old. just alders. Yeab. And they, there
were meadows. You could walk
Hovis: It’s no fun at fifty eitber. through, there was no tangle, or
anything like that. And some of
Hussey: [Laugh with Bleakley]. those kids on the bill built a two
room log cabin. We never did get
Hovis: Did it three times last year. a roof on it. But, it’s some place
up there. And, I don’t know where
Hussey: Ob, did you? it is. ... It should still be ...
Hovis: I whined [on] every one. Hovis: Would you expect it to be above
the bhouses up on the bill¢
Hussey: [Laughing with Hovis].
Hussey: Yeab. It was above the bouses. ...
Hussey: Yeabh. It’s up there somewbere.
Hovis: You ever go up to the Jumbo Mine? Hovis: O.K.
Hussey: Ummm. I don’t recall. Hussey: And not far from there, a bear had
been bung ... by the neck. Black
Hovis: O.K. bear.
Hussey: That was my one trip to the mine, Hovis: Humph.

to a mine.




Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:
Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

And ... they left it there, till the
skeleton dropped to the ground.
And. I got the bead. And I
knocked all the teeth out of it. All
the bear teeth. And, my dad
purloined all those teeth and gave
um to bis friends, because, in
those days, they wore them on the
end of a ... watch chain.

Um-bum.

... Watch fob.

Um-bum.

.. would be this bear tooth.
Um-bum.

So, I ... didn’t get away with any
of um. [Laughs].

So, they bung this bear by the
[laugh] by the neck just like it was
a warning to other bears.

They bung the bear. Just like it
was a ... I, I can’t recall ...
somebody knows that story bere.
Because we were talking about it

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

bere the other night. ‘N I can’t
recall who I was talking to. Maybe
it was George Powell. ... He was
... be was such a little kid, I don’t
know that be’d remember. Maybe
it was ...

[Gap 1n tape]..

... You, you knew George when
you were just a child then, bub?

Yeab, be was, yeab ... be bad
wonderful toys. Kids all liked to
play with bim, because be bad all
these wonderful toys. And, in
those days, everything was Sears
and Roebuck, an’ Montgomery
Ward. And it was a very exciting
time at Christmas, because ... our
parents would get these big boxes
from ... Wards, or Sears, and bide
um under the bed. And then the
school would put, at Christmas
time, would put on the program.

Um-bum.

... Christmas program. There’d be
a tree. And Santa Claus would
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come. And every kid ... All the
miners put in maybe a dollar ...
which amounted to quite a bit,
when you just have a few kids, like
here. And we all got wonderful
gifts. An’ ... things ... an’ ... I was
like ... I did the bighland fling, I
remember [laughing with Hovis]

on the stage [continued laughing].
[deep breath] Abb!

Um-bum. So, you kids were like,
community kids ...

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Community property.

... Like you belonged to the whole
community.

Ob, yeab. And this building right
down bere ...

Um-bum.

. right bere ... was the social ...
There were movies on Wednesdays
and Sunday nights. And men
played basketball in there. And
dances on Saturday nights.

[Gap 1n tape].
... active social life.

Ob, it was!

Now, would miners come down for
these events?

Ob, I imagine. There were a lot of
men.

O.K.

‘Course ... there were just these




Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

few families. And all these single
guys. And ... heck I was, what ...

nine, ten, eleven years old. And I
danced with all these ... “fellas .

[laughs].

Well, my dad was a drummer ...
Did you ever get over it¢

Ummm ... Well, after I was bout
eighteen I did [laugh with Hovis
and Bleakley]. I got married!
[Continued laughter].

O.K. ... You, you ... you say your
dad was a drummers

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

Hussey: He was drummer. Yeab, they, be
bad a band in Latouche. And be
formed another one down bere.

Hovis: Um-bum.

Bleakley: What kind of music ... did be ...
did be plays

Hussey: Well there was a man they called,

ab ... bis name was Carpenter. ‘N
they use to call ‘m needle nose.
Cause be bad a nose bo... a nose

like Bob Hope.

Hovis: Um-bum.

Hussey: And be’d sit down, play the piano.
And dad ‘d strike up the drums.
And, ... can’t remember whether
there were any borns, saxophones,
or any ... Anybow, that was our
music. And ... in between they’d
play phonograph records.

Hovis: Um-bum.
[Gap in tape].

Hovis: ... Jitterbug? ... ab ... Fox-trot¢
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Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Ob, that was a long time in the Bleakley:
future! [laugh]. No, the Fox-trot
... and .... the Charleston. I did Hussey:

the Charleston in Latouche. But
... No, it [was] just Fox-trot ‘n
waltzes.

Um-bum.

And then, too, there were square
dances.

Um-bum.
We would do square dances.

[Gap in tape].

Hovis:
... Just can’t picture, square
dances at McCarthy ... I don’t
know.
It’s a wholesome community. Hussey:
[Laughter]. It was! Hovis:
I guess.
Um-bum. Hovis:
[Gap 1n tape]. Hussey:

... A new image.

I see some ... pictures today. I’ve
never been upstairs in this
building [Kennicott Glacier
Lodge]. We flew in bere about
twenty years ago. We drove to
Chitina ... and then, Cliff and I
chartered a plane and flew in. And
stayed at the old ... lodge. But ...
So ... And this one ... I bad, just
got upon the second floor ...
Yesterday. [Sounding amazed] an’
I sa... there’s, there’s pictures of
me up there! I didn’t know bad.
[Pause]. [Chuckle].

There’s a lot of stuff in there ...
I’ve never seen ... I haven’t seen
all of it either. And, a lot of it’s in
the rooms.

It’s a beautiful lodge.

Um-bum.

[Gap 1n tape].

Anything else you’d like to say?

No, ‘cept when we left bere, we ...



Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

When you left bere, yes.

.. went to Douglas - ‘Cross the
channel from Junean.

Um-bum.
And then ...
Treadwell?

Well, the ... Treadwell was down at
that time. It had been all burned
out. And ...

Caved in. Burned out.

Yeabh.
Ob, that’s right, yeabh.

And, I used to ... look at the ...
eleven o’clock shift at night ...
watch the miners across the bay.
And they, the old A.]. Mine, mill,
come ... come down the bills at
the eleven o’clock change of shift
at night. And they. And they,
looked like a bunch of fire flies.
And I use to think, someday, I'[m],
going to live over ‘n that big city.

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

And, I did! [chuckle]. Local girl
makes good! [All laughing].

The big city of Juneau! [All
laughing].

Well, it was! I think Douglas was
two bundred people. And, agh,
Juneau was big. It was like, four-
thousand.

Um-bhum.

Now it’s forty [thousand].

I know. We don’t like it much.
And ... really, the people [that] live
there ... The wvalley bas just grown
tremendously. And that{‘s] where
we do our shopping and
everything. Cause you can’t park.
... There’s no place to park
downtown. There’s ... you can’t
walk the streets in the summer
because of the tourists.

Tourists, um-hbum.

We have five of those huge
monstrous ships .... almost every

day.
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Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

.we stopped by a lake...(It) was a lovely
day And everybody dons their bathing
suits and jumps in. And (when) we get
out...we have these things-leeches, all

over us. Horrible things! That was the end of that
for me. I...would never swim in one of these lakes
around here again.”

PATRICIA “PATTY” HUSSEY BERG
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Bleakley: You’re livin’ out in Mendenball Bleakley: Do you ever get down there
Valley there? around Thane at all?
Hussey: No, I live in town, actually, up Hussey: Ob, yeabh. We drive down there
bebind the Evergreen cemetery. occasionally, see what ... So that’s
building up like crazy all along the
Bleakley: [Laugh]. And you drive to shore.
Mendenball [chuckle] Valley to
finish up. Hovis: Is it ...
Hussey: I drive to the Mendenball to shop. Hussey: And, matter of fact, up the
Ub-bub! mountain too. Yes.
Bleakley: ‘S kind of reverse ... reverse [Gap in tape].
suburbs! [laughing].
Hussey: ... Still rains and rains and rains.
Hovis: Maybe you’ll have to move back to [Chuckling with Hovis] But, on
Douglas. any nice day like this, you forget all
about the rains. We’ve all got web
Hussey: There was no bridge at that time. feet! But ... We bhave a boat, ‘n ...
That was 1935, when they built that [uncertain word - sounds like
bridge that connected the two “no”] and the rain doesn’t stop us.
towns. And ... We’re out every weekend. During
the salmon season, anyhow.
Hovis: Um-bum. Which is, getting more scarce all
the time.
Hussey: Matter of fact, my busband ...
bauled some of that rip-rap that ... Bleakley: So, once you move to Juneau ...

that the old bridge was ...

that was it? - You stayed there the
rest of your life, hub?




Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Well, we traveled the world. But ...
bhe’s in the construction business,
or we couldn’t ... be builds roads.
And ... for sixty years be was in the
business. And ... He couldn’t work
in the winter time. So during those
three montbs ...

... Work construction? ...

... Work construction ...

Of course [laughs].

So, in the three months in the
winter, we’d just travel ... the
world, and ... And then we ...
During the summer, we lived out

in the bush a lot, building, ab ...
logging roads.

Um-bum.

Prince of Wales Island, and some
of those places. I think be’d just,
he’d just gotten an asphalt plant
then.

Yeabh.

That was bis first asphalt job.

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg

I remember it was the biggest
thing going on.

Ob, it was ... a thrill for bim to get
that ... plant. But ...

[Gap in tape].

.. retired. I say retired, because
... be was just getting phone calls
all the time ... and, people wanting
to know this ‘n that, and all the
other thing[s]. So be went into
consulting. And, now be’s taken
over the living room, and ...
operates from the bouse.

Um-hum.

People would ... you know ...
keeps bim busy.

Yeab.

He’ll never have that out of his
system, anybow [chuckle].

Did you ever get out when you
were, living bere in Kennecott, did
you ever get out and see any the
rest ... of the Copper River Valley
... Chitina? anywbere? ...
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Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

No, not actually. No.
Ab, Strelna?
There was no way ... to do it.

Yeah. [Door slamming shut]. The
Dan Creek trip was the ... was the
one trip ...

The Dan Creek ... trip ... yes. And
I remember ... we stopped by a
lake some place. And everybody

... was a lovely day. And
everybody dons their bathing
suites and jumps in. And we get
out, and we bave these things -
leeches, all over us.

[In a loud whisper] Yeah!
Um-bum.

That was the end of that for me. I
don’t ... Would never swim in one
of these lakes [laughing] around
bere again.

[Laughing].

Horrible things! [Laughing].

Hovis:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Um-bum. [Pause].
[Gap 1n tapel].

... the picnics and bikes around
bere were ...

Ob, yeah! The Erie Trail, and ...
Matter of fact, I walked out there
this morning, and ... there was a
time ... when there was a ... big
flat area, that was just full of
gopher holes.

Um-bum.

Those little gophers ... running
around and whistling, and
everything. There’s none of that
now. It’s, its gone. It’s all ...
alders and ...

[In loud whisper] Yeah!
Yeah. ... And, ‘course, the glacier
was much bigger. It’s ... melted

50'1'

[Gap in tape].



Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hussey:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Bleakley:

Hovis:

Hussey:

Hovis:

...[glacier] in Juneau was sure was
receding too.

The Mendenhball?

Um-bum.

[Gap 1n tape].

.. else you’d like to say

No, can’t think of anything. Ill

probably think of something when
I leave you! but ...

[Laughs].

Ob, it, it ... Several times, as soon
as we turn the machine off - I
bave to turn it back on. [Hussey,
Bleakley and Hovis laugh]. ...
But, we’ll say thank you!

Well ... you’re welcome.

And, appreciate it very much.

Interview with Patricia “Patty” Hussey Berg
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JAMES L. BUSEY

Interview conducted by Logan Hovis

and Geoff Bleakley

[With editing and clarification changes
made by Busey on July 29, 2000].

National Park Service
May 27, 1998

Tape #1

Side #1

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

This is Logan Hovis and Geoff
Bleakley. We’re bere with Jim
Busey.

[Corrects pronunciation] Boo-sey.

That’s my first mistake. And, it’s
May 27, 1998. At the Kennicott
Lodge. Part of the Kennecott
Kids Reunion. We’re talking with
Jim, who bappened to bhave been
the last school teacher bere. And
... bow did you bhappen to find
your way to Kennecott, sir¢

Well, I flew on the plane from
Cordova, up bere, to Kennecott,

up to McCarthy.

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Um-bum.

Plane, was the first plane ride I'd
ever taken. We’re talking bere,
now, about 1937.

Um-bhum.

When I was twenty-one years old.
Um-bum.

... So I ... I naturally was

interested and concerned about

the trip, not having ever done that
before.

Yes.
In those days, of course, not

nearly as many people ... went by
plane. So this was a very new ...



Bleakley:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:
Hovis:

Busey:

experience. So I sat there in the Hovis:

plane with my feet up, in the

cockpit, about as tightly as Busey:

possible ... to get them in them in
the space provided with a suit

case, right down, smack in front of
me.

[Chuckle].

And, and they bounced around.
So we got ... to McCarthy, and
then I was driven up here. So
that’s the way I got bere.

Did, ab, did you bave the job
reserved for you when you came

bere. Hovis:
Yes. Busey:
Were you bired out of Seattle? Hovis:

No: at the time Alaska was a

territory, so I was bired by the Busey:

Commissioner of Education, Mr.

[Anthony] Karnes. When this Hovis:

occurred, I had thus far completed

two years of college at the College Busey:

of Puget Sound (now University
...) in Tacoma.

Interview with James L. Busey

Ub-bum.

And so, just bappens I got the job.
But, I guess they ... gave me the
job because they, didn’t have
anybody else for it. And, also, they
might bave known they ... the
mine was about to shut down. So
[it] didn’t make much difference
who they bad [laughs]. And so
[chuckle] anyway ... that’s the way
I got it. And not one single course
in ... education ...’Course they
don’t do any good anyway, but ...
no courses in how to teach, or
anything.

We wouldn’t comment on that!
[Laughter].

Um-bum. ... Were you originally
from the Seattle areas

I was born in Seattle.
Um-bum.
Yes, born in Seattle, in 1916. My

father, Lester Busey, bad for years
been a bookkeeper-superintendent
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Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

58

in the Alaska salmon canneries
during the summers; but in 1927,
our family moved with bim to a
new accounting job in Ketchikan;
then in 1928, to a similar position
with the Morris general
merchandise store in Seldovia.

Um-bum.

At that time, in the beginning of
the depression years, conditions in
Alaska were much better than in
the rest of the “states” as we called
them in the territorial days.

What line of work was be ...

He bhad two lines of primary work
— that of bookkeeping and as a
newspaper man. So, in Seldovia,
in addition to the Morris
mercantile business, be published
the weekly Seldovia Herald, using
a Chandler & Prince job press and
bhand-set type, which my mother
and I also learned how to use in
order to assist bim in this new
business.

Um-bum.

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Hovis:

Busey:

Later, during 1933-1940, be became
editor and publisher of the Seward
Gateway, but then was driven out
by fire in [1941]. After that, be
joined as one of the editors of the
Anchorage Times; and then, finally
was one of the founders of the
Anchorage News.

So you got to see quite a bit of
Alaska, as a child, before you came
out here?

Ob yes. Ob yes. I bad, except for
going back and forth to college ...
for those two years, I'd been in
Alaska<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>