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Enclosed please find a copy of Managing Historic Mining Artifacts on the Landscape. Conceived as a 
joint effort between Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve and Yukon-Charley Rivers National 
Preserve, this project represents a team effort to develop a proactive plan for managing the vast number of 
historic artifacts scattered across the historic landscape in Alaska's national parklands. 

Within several of the national parks in Alaska, many of which comprise several million acres each, are 
numerous historic mining artifacts. These artifacts are clustered in both lode and placer mining sites, or 
are widely scattered across the landscape. Sites include simple domestic camps, lode or placer work 
areas, as well as more complex areas such as mill complexes or small communities. The remoteness of 
Alaska's parks and their relative newness contributes to the integrity of most of these historic mining 
sites. Unlike many parks in the lower 48 artifacts associated with early 2o•h century mining activities in 
Alaska are still in place where their owners left them. Parks do not have the facilities or staff to house 
extensive collections of these artifacts. The alternative is to leave them in place where they may be 
studied by historians and archeologists and where they also provide the visitor with a discovery 
experience unlike something they will find in other national parks. Consequently there was a need to 
develop a management strategy that would allow these artifacts to be preserved in place, on the landscape. 

This team effort included a historian, a historic archeologist, a curator and a representative from each of 
the parks involved. This multidisciplinary team approach provided a range of perspectives and 
experiences that contributed to several wide ranging discussions while in the field and while writing this 
report. We hope you will find this report useful and interesting. 
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Gary Candelaria 
Superintendent 
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as tnining elsewhere. Most of the tools and techniques are similar to those worked out in other, 
warmer climates. However, working frozen ground establishes a distinctly different aspect to the 
enterprise. Whether drifting along a buried lead of thawing ahead of a dredge, the frozen north 
adds extra costs and requirements. On the other hand, frozen ground made winter prospecting and 
development work easier as underground workings in frozen stream gravels would stand until the 
thaw. Some miners worked the frozen underground all winter and then sluiced the stockpiles as 

they thawed. 

The northern mines were also isolated. Even the big camps - Nome and Fairbanks - were cut off 
from regular shipping by frozen rivers and oceans for much of the year. Until the advent of small 
aircraft and air services in the later 1920s, most northern mining areas, especially the smaller fields, 
were as isolated as the California mines in the 1850s. 

Industrial mining in the north, dredging on Coal Creek or working underground at Kennecott, was 
a more expensive undertaking requiring greater returns on an investment. On the creeks, the work 
was often seasonal, and substantial investments were tied up idle for months on end. Gold and 
copper mines had trouble attracting and keeping a workforce during the winter months. Winter 
conditions often destroyed equipment and men. A broken steam pipe or a house fire could be hard 
on production and fatal to isolated miners. 

There is a benefit to these harsh conditions. The cold and isolation of the north preserved many 
items that wouid otherwise be lost. Six or more months of freezing temperatures delayed rust and 
rot. Isolation and difficult access discourageed accidental discovery and petty theft. 

Chisana-Gold Hill Historic Mining Landscape 
Gold was discovered in the Chisana area in 1913, precipitating the last important gold rush in 
Alaska with over 2000 prospectors participating (Bleakley, 1996). Following on the heels of the 
Klondike Rush, miners from all over descended on the nine primary Gold Hill drainages east of 
Chisana. With many operators filing and working claims up and down the district's numerous 
drainages, a series of booms and busts up to and including the present modified the landscape. 
New methods and techniques frequently accompanied each successive boom, or reignited interest 
in mining the Gold Hill drainages. Mining techniques ranged from early exploration and drift 
mining, through ground sluicing, and shoveling in, to hydraulicking and finally mechanized mining 
with the use of heavy equipment. 

N. P. Nelson made the district's first important placer discovery near the mouth of Bonanza Creek 
in May 1913, but it was the find made by Billy James and Matilda Wales a few days later and a couple 
of miles upstream that really put the place on the map. Reports of that strike electrified the region 
and precipitated Alaska's last major gold rush. 

In the beginning at least, a small area was indeed pretty rich. That July a four-man crew employing 
relatively inefficient, hand-mining methods on Little Eldorado No. 1 recovered nearly 200 ounces in 
just two days. During the 1914 season, that single claim yielded about 3,250 ounces-around 
$52,000 worth of $16 gold or, at the current price of about $285 a ounce, approximately $925,000. 
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cyuat to -21>' million ''hen rakm, mtlarion mr11 .1c oum \ - ·onlin o hrnc r p, m gcnual 

mana,Y ·r for he comp. n~. at one p111m in the 19. 11 • th 111in1 op r. non bt. :1. cen < oal re ·k an<l 
\\ ood h1 pp r ( reek . mountnl t 1 the thml I. rg' r pr) luu:rs < f ~olJ 111 \la k.1 lcrnrn_f) b ·hind 
< nl) rh I :urb: nk · I ·1 lor. m n ( < mpam 111 1-airhank. and h l 1u1cc.l t;H mcltin~. Iinin an<l 
R limn • C ornp.m~ 1p raoon on the.: c. \\, rd P nm ul. ou tdl o < m Uc k · r .1d _(ll )) 

'\ h n the mmcr pull d out 111 1 al re 1-. the\ lc t b ·hind . '' 1de :1 "·mbl.ag · o ywpm nt 

rangm' n m h. nd tc ul . hy<lrault p1pmg. nc-. trac < r--. lw c.: •• ind rh · <lr d B · au ·c.: o the 

r lam i 1bcion in in.1c c 1bili . of the d .unagc. mo ·r o th nifi r m: m wht·rc rhc) Hr 

l.1 t U cd 

t.m.u~ing Hi nri · linin~ n h L: J- ar 7 



u R mm nd ti n 

H1 LD ILL 

I mplr nn •a \'aOc.:l') of pla c.:t nl.tnm rechmqu . 

rangm • rom . hm· ' lmK m rn h\"d . uh king l. cc:r 111 

th <li:rm:t' h1 · or~. h mm r- kfc chCU" m. rk n the 
ground. I he < hi . n 

Land c:tpl t:ncomp. e. mm: 

The ennr a on. I Rt: rcr <li en r 1nclud · mer 
_ - • 111 acr and compn · I ~ pnm. . ind 

< nchi dr:unag \ ht..r rh muun~ a O\ 1m.· · wcr • 
C< ncent.rnt ·cl. :i.·o ommunttt · . . nor:tbl) Bonanza 

It an h1 ana Ct . , \\ ·II numl ·r >f 
tr:tn. p ma non r ur · · am.I -'pl< rnric n ·1r- attcn:<l 
. ro · chl mien ·ning dtsr. n . I t·a on che 

land. c. pl mdud \ ( d fr:mu. c~tbm 16 • r n ramt: 

or ·.mp. 2 • do hou .... c - ). I c nm r · nd div ton 

clun 56). tlurn · . d11chc . rrulmgs pt! ·s I · ·1 < \er ·re m 
. n un<l lu1cing, h< 'clin 1-10 and h drault ·kmg 

1p ·moon . drift ptr • •. ·ploraoon pn . . cr:Ul · and 
Li'""'\ ;rre<l i ,,lateJ Jrufact" ·"'~ii.t rcJ ;tl"'oUi.. \itila- r· 

1h I. nd · p ·and <.:one n .u d 111 

d1 rerc ttc 

111 ludc a 'an · c 11 d >m ti 
. nd poc . nd p. n . a \\ell . 

a.,..,, 1~ccd '' 1d1 a ·ru;1l mmm 

1rcm mdudin~ di h 

m.ill nd larg It m 

1ru. ted tn and • r >Und 

h d. 
ne. f to rhc: \\ ork ar ";l • \ ft:,, al in 

ian •in Hi c ri linin 

n 
n UllC • Ill than 

r n. om th .. ri -act. 

re mi. ·J in with th 

ll'\ ch LanJ ar 



811T:un!\:_t rn "n. 6 

\ rk . rufacr. fn 1m n 

nt t e \II o th · c.: 

arrit. ct \ · rl l.ibonnu ·h 
h ul J ru tht: • r ·a b, horsl, 

hi ana r ·c: 'ffc.:<l rcguh 

rnu. r. ldm. n 

lmp.t r o arnfacr Ul du 

. r . rnng from radual 
J re ni 1 rion, and 

di bur cmcnr r · ulun~ from 
tlc < ding dunn, pnng 
br . kup and p ·n J of high 
rnmtall ' ollc ·non of \ Mn/n • \/.1,1otr Co/kdwn. T 1.11ma fl11'1h I Jbt" 
· nil~1 t b, '1 nor .• md I • I 

t td n • .inJ >n , >tn , 

mmm1• • CIYtac . luune anac.: onnnu <.I mto the pre t: 111. ,,;th £'\ o 1 UH' numn ~ plan < 

pt:r. It< n in cffc r. 

I~ pw:il o tht rnld Hill arc·a 1 a pan ·rn < <.:ompa r acm 1 area! (-uch a ha mm< n ice ) 
urroumk<l h) omcnmc. un:rl. ppm'· le 1 ·I) . ociarcJ .1ct1 i ( u ·h a railings ti · • 

c..br ·h · , dam· and 1 1la cd .1rttfacr . \\ alking mo t of rht: 11.: ngrh of Be nanz.1 and 1< Id Run reek 
th · r .tm t:ncnuntt: red ,. rnl di m · a and mintn~ ·He 111 

aJ<lmon u • ·111 • 1nnumcral le: una. s< ciatcd . m a c arc ·rt·d 
a Ion~ th er •k l he ·l ira . c can prm 1J · imp< ream 
c1urcL of Jae for und r~ r n<ltn • the pa. t .md :111 ah.1 I 

u. c 11 or tntc.. rprcc.mon and duc:1uon. lmporr. nrh. th ) 
~11 o pr '' tdc ' dtn · ( r rmo ph re - n . 1ro • or chob~. 
\\'ti tng rhrolJKh h r hm\ ro .\d ·J rh1 
pl ·d. 

h · r numl r < Lee and 1rti er • n r ·d acr; :. tht: 

n _, Id I ltU l:tnd cap r · 1uirc a cp.m1tc ·ndea' or r ' 
d \clop • n am . ·c manag m nt an I pr ·nan 111 plan \ t r 

•. :-.. " 111 • lhl.' re: uu1 t'. tn the J1 lllLI Ll1c IL.tm 1 'l.UllllU d d 
de\ ·Ii ping .l manag men tn pla plan rh.n m ludc. 

rrutm nr > rrucnir and I. nd. apl furur . P< cnn: I 

re n or mort rcnr r: me . rh hum doll . nJ 

1mcr &1m n •< ld un I ht· plan \\( uld 1 
rc ·omm ·nd .1 r tfi crar ' for C( Uectin . rt.pre.: cnrati\ . 
. mpl > • th indu tri.'ll and dome c a mbl. 9 

rhr 1u hour the d1 n r. 

fan iging H1 ·t m 1min / n Lh L: n 1 ar 



B nanz 
fut oc re urce· 1 ng Bonanz. r k con ·1 r f. enc f habitacioa ·u'. mrcr;pcr ed b' 
cY1dcnce of a ,.ant:C\ of mirung pcranons. \ra act arc pnmarih concentr:ltt.:d ll1 hab1 uoo H 

"iddy ·c uere<l :ilong the d.ramagc.:. Three sue ... r pn.:~ennng the n-pc:-. found along m .· drainag . 

'' r noc d r ci - all\: 

• \B-l 9: Loe. ced m lm\cr B >nanz:i ·r ek clu. pbccr 11U1ung camp c m:i L 
of cwo cenc frame . rhe rum of J ''oo<len tluml· and ·1 tra. h " att ·r. :\rafacc. 
:trcwn bou1 ch ·He con 1. t pnmaril~ of <l< m ac 11 •m ·. ~linmg a,· 1ciucd 
;u-ot~ ct includt. 1hc rem.Un. of a luiccbo. ~ cem, m eteJ metal ptpe. n<l 
pare of a 1cam brnlcr \\ nore<l a car fully a''embkd oil ·crion c f 
pnmarily dome:oc arufact · d ·po. 1tc<l on th nverb. nk l elo\\ th· s1t1., 
pr ·:um. bh for later rcmm. I. 'l11i:; exampk pmmc<lh ckmon ·rr.ice· that 
arofacc. ar<.: bcmg ilkgall) rcmon·d from th · 11 b\ per,on unknown. TI1i,. 
Jt c ntam. a \\1dc 'aoe~ of artiJ:acc: and ''ould b ·a good place to colh.:c1 

r ·pr . n r:i cin· e....amplc: of dome a ob1cct and ·mall tool·. 

\13 11- l: I.neared m upp r Hnnan/3 "r <.:k. th1 · pbccr numng camp 
con 1st. of two rent frame , an nu th >U. t:, cJuec d ghou:c . a c.bm 
rl>rnnant, llum rwn and rwo t.ra h ·cauer .. llu :m 1. a ~pica) 
habitation ·11 • for th 111ld I lill ar • and con wins a number of dome Uc 

ircm as wdl a: :mall woL a::< oat ·d \\1th mining acm me: . uch a. 
hamm r: .. hm·cl . cro. cut ·aw anJ pick!·. 

H ir.1ufi. Jiff 1/ r1R-'J6_ 

I Jo"''"' le , r 111d a•'1.Jl1111h. • lB-

\B ( 62: Located 10 upp r Bonanza reek_ 
tlu .. aging ar . for nurung op rnci n. 
con ·i c- of rffctcd m ral p n. rock. ·luicc 
bo. e ... hydraulic giant. and a ba - f r a gtan 
nozzle \r one rime rhi' itc contain d a 
chum dnll ~ on kid.. It \\. . r mm cd in the 
late 19 ti. b,· pen;on unknown. 

an in H1 c n 1inin n the Land 



In · ddui in r 1 rh chn: · tte. i<l nufied h re. t ol. red ruf.1 r r gmupm ere.: noted. 

le omm rnfauon for tht drainage.: m lml •: 

• I ., clop ant.I 1mpkm ·nr an arufoc1 manag ·men an I prcservarion in -pbcc.: plan or. in • cc 

1.:ar er <l al ·1 c · an<l al the <lraina c 

• Colle t 1 cm immcd1 rd rhar tr · ob,·i m I rar , ·u Ii t nch hr .Hcncd or • re rcpre ·nr. an: o 

ti CU" • p : 

lw c.. b 1. ~ arh riffle • monitor 

· pc ·iall, the.: nonk) n<l gar \. h , 
br~ b >t >ml · · er. pl'r, bag o 

sh on railroa I . pi.kc ·. p ·ns c ck, pole 

rt flt: B 062, 

r 

Re k r I o and a 11 U.rc<l rool u cd in 11 . 

m ho c. mallc..•r c..lrng 

( o. c . Jonl\ C reek t · 1nbuta c t l onan7. . r k . n<l . hibi imil: p. rt rn of 1 an<l 
. r ifac ili rnl u 'on. 

\B J~- : I' tte<l on l >th 1Jc, ol .u~e Ion • ( r ck tlu mining c mp/ 11p ration rt:. c ot 111 . th 

r mn.1m o f 1hr · • . bm l r ent fram . hr •t:- J > huu. c . . two hed one 1f \hi h \\ ,\ huth < , . r a <lnlt pu .. 
. 111J • call\ r nf • cifac1 , including ·1 \\ hnlbarr11~ ~ 

R omm nd: tic n in lu<l ·: 
• e' dop and impl m n an . r 1 . t mana m m an<l pr· ef\'an n-in-pb pbn - r am . ct 

rt ·r ·<l r 1t · and alon the 

• ~ 111 • r th mangul. r oop u d for nmg lwc b 1. and rh ''h dbarrow r \Bo-. 

1 m lging Hi ton \11111 g ni .1 · t m h · L·mJ ape 11 



rct:k bqpn a ·1 n. rrow ill. in~c \\ ith a t:nc of h· hitaci< n 

it nd c\ td n of rrurung cm tac u h . 1. ihn or h nd-

ta k d r< k pt.le It ng ic. upper I ngth 

Re ommcnd:ttion mcludt:: 
• DcHlop and unpkm ·m .1 c:oUc uon and pr· cn·anon in pb plan 

for amf:tct · c.1t t:•r J at Ht: and . lo~ tl l clr~w1a • . lnclu<ll th 

hum clrill in pbn. 

• cabifuc bo mer dim • nd mitiac hazard fu I reducnon • t \B-
065. 

m nll Gold RM rn 

hi an 
h1 ana con ·1 t · f rh remam. o th1.: ··hr ·1 lo• cahm to\\ n l11 1hc worlcl" ( on/011 Dail ru", 

~· •bruan _4, 1914) \ n '\\ ... ranchng u:u tur r main, h >\\ C\ ·r h · foundarion ... and . .., tar J 
. rufacc. o m n~ of the cahm arc.: nll 'i 1bl L ·· t ·<l mi 'm 111 mod ·m ommumr anJ 

• d1. a to h1.: pnm. ~ . 1r.-mp for 1hc Jrea. 

H1 RI 

·1 ht: Br mn r ffi cone l · t.rlll 

L 

hi ana i . r ri:k fot una.uthoriz ·d 

oll ·ccion. bl! h1 ul<l b · taken 1.mo 

con..,idc .lt11 n \\hen <l~ cl< pm~ .ind 

tmpl m ming :m :1nifacr m.uugcmcn1 n<l 

pr· en :rnon· in-pLl c.: plan >r .uu • · 
n red. rcund rhc.: . r . I u oi pubh 

anJ pm :ti • pr p ·m ... 110ul<l ·11 1 I c k ·pr U1 

nund. 

~ulrural 

w. r r \ rc.:m 
" hich 111 ludc.: 

nd tn luJ r mnanr of I ch 
'uJun rh Br mm r 

I h pl. 

and pu.:cc o cqwpm~n 

1. 1 •m • H 1 c ri · I u mg rri 



circularion -, . rem· . uch a. airscrip.;;, mUI '2) or r ad: _ and 

videnc · of rhe mm \\ orkplace . uch • ~ raihn, : (1). 

The Ind · m1mng land ·c: pe I!' c ncen r •d 10 th • north m h~1lf 

f the di trict. \'(herea~ historic placer mining b~ defumiun 
c ur. :u mnd w c •r and rr ·• m . . th e reqwrem •nr~- re not a 

c.ntical or lode mi1ung per, u n . . nsc u ncl} th cultural 
a ociac ·d wuh I de: nurung a o b ,_ und lugh up on 

th ...-allc~ w It i.n the rm o • und rgr und runnel and upp >n 

rrucrur , and on the valley n r ~ ·h ·re ch haba non and 
pr t:.:. i.ng arca · " ·re loci.red. 'Lb· trunc: and pr e. :ing ar • · 

bclc w w ·re ct nnecrcd bv cram 
. ' . cm. or in th ase >f the 
~ hcriff \ fine. , ro:id. harur • 
a · oat d '' th thc I c.k lll1lllflR 
land ·cap • llldud th lod • nun • 
th·m h .· f.+). a cone n ram n 

trull (1 ) hab10: n n He. ( ) • '' ar •r ,. r ·m '' luch pr nd d power 
and a cl mestic watc·r . upply ( ) as well a: cul\•ert: ( ) and J1td1 •s 
\\ lu h dtrecr ·d ". 1 r 3.\\ 11~ rom ritia I • · uch r< , dr • nd 
ai.rsrnp. uan p rr. n or c1r ul: llon ~· rems <:uch , • irsrnp (2), 
ro. · 11 r r il-, and • ·nal ratn'I y · (l), and a "cie . of :mall 

fi • tur . which tnclud . r ·act catr r;, led: . vehicle , p '' ·r 
( ) and ro k ca1m<: ('ill) . 

• \ rll act. .lI primarily nncen trn l cl a , rcbenl 1g1c J 1r • · or '' uhin 
tru rurc . ' nlik ,old Hill ther ·arc 

· w •r 1 olated aru a ·t . carter ·<l n the 
land ca · 1110 e amfacc · found 1 ar-

he< If gtcnl tc • ·• pnmanh pl. cer mming 
camp. and worlun . • tn lu<le b rh <l mc: ­
ttc ucm and t I u. cd l r m.irung. The 

mbl. • fi und m anJ ar und the 

huusc include-. enamel" are.. cutlen 

fumm.m.:, cl dung and bedding, footlsru s, 
and he e\ er-present can. Trems ~ s cum.:d 
wuh numng and related acttn 1es mdud 
rocker b x rcmnanrs, sled rcmnan . cru • 

(includmg a ~lodd . \ ), a . awmill, a comp.res or, 1a"' crusher, Dorr Cla~s16.er, \U.lfl r. ble, :ind a 
, ·ast assonnwnt f hardware and tools. 

Bec:1usc man} f rhe m re complcc arnfacr a mblag are l cared \\ ithm . trucrurcs rhe are 
pr tecrL-d frnm many f th elem ·nr-. _ rh • rrucrun: contlllm: to dctc.cior.i.t they will eYentu:illy 
colh.1p ·. bun ing arnfact · remairung in rhc builJings. ~ nu" slides han che p rena.al lmpacr th · 

mine butldm located n chc fac f th· m unwns.. ra l . hrng n the gr und adjacent r 
buildings rat arche logical l a e , ub1 ct r weach ·nng. \11 objecr. are ar m·k fr lm un:iuth -

f\lanagin Hi t 1r1 1 {mmg ni c on d1t: LanJ cape 1 



ri7 d collccti n, wh lher m d' err ·nd ll\ '1 itor. \ ho don't kn1 m 1 irhcn' I c, or tho c e kU1 ' 
addmonal a ·m. or their c< ll cuon ·. I he r ·m c loca ·on ha . prot<.: cd Bremner in lhc . bul 
a · '1 ·u. a1 n mcrea . .., unaurh m:1 ti >llccnon i · ·p crcd to 111 r !as ·. 

The CL-am \TII ·<l rhc Yello\\b n<l (Bremner) limn1 ' amp • ·\IC- IW) an<l rht: l uc.b.1 {1icl fill 
- I 104, p · ificall) 

Y U ·band 1in.ing amp 

1 he \ llo\\ bantl lining amp i the me ·t c t ·n j, • · ice widun rhe Bremncr 01 tn r. Ir cont. ins a 

c mral bunkhuu. c and kuchen \\I Ch ., era! ourbwldmgs, 111clu<lmg • pmvcrhc u ... , · he<l m ch. ru ' 

hep. bl:t k rruth h >p. and offi c. rhcr land · ap · eaturc · 1n lud · . re . d w1 h ulHrt , rum o 
a pc rral k ·a,, mill ":H .dtn \ k d rcmn. n .ind eqwpm nr u h a • c mpr . c r :tnd . \[odd \ 

1·ord dump cru k. 

Till. bunkhou c \ · . tabili1cd h\ the I • •• rnd i!' u d a n 

m ·rg nc\ helter b, ' 1 1 r . nd r ff \ . c t. e<l uu rure 

h.' r cct\ e<l fc un<.bn >n work and nc\\ wmJ1 " :ts "ell fh 

c mcm 1 f chc bwldm · • r r I. m I) m ct, ur rh r 1 

con·idcr:1bl <l ·tcric ration of tht:. bunkholl! c ;~ a re ·ult o 

round ywrr ·I coming rhr mgh hol ·. in th · n or - me 

Ul\ ·nroncd .. rhcr ar n " mi:, . m • frc m rh ag., h d. 

and bunk.h u . 

14 1.ma •m linin rrif t on tht' LanJ 



reL n n.-hip ro • h )ch r. 

'111 m r "ulncrablc an<l , . lu: blc rurc at 1hc ice 1 rhc 

wirch p n l l c. ced in du: p werh u , \\ h1ch i., all 10 •o<l 
mdia n and inra . n<l h n c b en ,. n hied. Ii pr 'id · 

n c. ·ccllcnr xampk· o a mall ca1c 11 Jiu h.: cr11c w 

en r non s~ ccm ·1 he . m cllicu d. bri v nc o 

pci n ru di. c ur c theft and ' nru h. m . pu n mclud d 

lo kin rh · wlding, r ·mnnng ch panel. and on· tr 

me rprct tion. ·1 h re m could n r d 1Jc ' n an c · c n : 

protc m mt-a ·ur h. 1 11 >\\cd chc ma hm ·n o ' on ttc 

undi rurbcd. Ho\\cHr, a mt.th d nt: d t >he <lc\d p c1. 

rh r r ·omrnt-n<l.1 nc n · m lud · 

• .oil · r lo t. 1c ' m u h a mp~ «> )J ·n U\ nami c era c . 

11 .t 

n >t in Jut.I · lo anon ( r r · ·ou cc and Liabili ' nccrns) 

• Pla e dur~tbl • signage m 1d -:.t h < f rhc bwldm .11 th· amp. 

~·i.gn. g • houl<l 1<leno~ h of 1h • arnfa 1.· n<l <l · nbc heir 
purp · · ant.I fun c n • n<l thcu rd;ui m lup tc rhc tru ·tur • I hes 
·1gn will al. o 111 ·rpr r the ht tor~ < f he camp. and c tahlJsh an 
• 'P pr. c.:nc . on If; \\, h rh lntl'nl ( r disc uragin) 'an<lah ·m an<l 
the t I ht will al.< pr '1<l n c ucatt< n~l.1 c .-p ·ncn c 101 '1 . i < r; 

• Permancntl) tdcn · 
n .1 cc "'I: -: lk < 

mmg 

rn:ikcr 

.1m il. 

• < < n mu 

>r onducr p n >We 

tJ\ I 

nm 

p { 



• .1 •n<lu r : >m let 1.m cm rr f • rcif: ct in 
rhc garngL ma hm · . hop and . hi:d. F.·t bli h 

nrd r among . r 1 acr afrcr compl ·re 
d umcnratir n, r hang and ·core a.ru ac · 

.J mg" ·all and ·heh c. a appr >pn. r · Thi 
''ill gt' i.: h 1mpr -.1 m rh. t he ontc:nc. ar 
ca.red tor . n<l rh r 1 'alui.: pl. c ·<l • n rhe 
mat ruil u1tun:. cat ·r area o Ull'.' :.-oh <l ruI 

I · us ·<l or :-r rng o m mtcnanc nu ccrials. 

PLtc th1.: h dcl \ tru k tnsu.l · un<lt'r c \ r 

m chc ccmcr of rhc garage. 

• D ·•clop . maintcn:m e plan or l ~ · n m. o ma ·hrn ·n 
cu itl • 'ore arts sa\\.trull. bull<lo;rcr, omprc ·sc r) rhat 
in Jud · c nng for th · · am act /1. - c1/11 . o rh~u <lct ·rio ~uion 

will b low d. 

• .oncl11 t a compler Lil\ ·mo o rhc \::-;. \ ffi l" 

Perm. n nth id nnt\ :pcafi ' lu bl~ 11 ·m. rhat ha\ L rhc 
potennal r( "walk off". .onunu • pr ' n vc m;unt ·n: n c of 
d1 {TU 

irl ill - -1 4) 

~·n w slid·· han: rcmm· d rh · ;upcr tru am.·,, th· mill bu1kling, ._·pwmg rhc hca'' l:ljlllpmcn 

16 

·u h a thl· I . II null, . malgam. 1 r cl. 1 1er, ul\ •ri ·or and 

\\ 11A ' al 1 \111fa1.l iJ1 lhl' mill arc xpo d r d1 
lcm ·n · . nJ \\ill <lctl'no • t ml r r. p1dl) than rho. e 

rcm:uning m I uiklin ,.,. ·1 h . 1 n >m 1. ' ill inrac , n<l 

a I· scr c.·c ·m 1: rh · comprl' ·.or rr nm In adu!D< n ro 

•.. il\ ·quipm ·m. till a. ·a\ re om < ma.ms an xtcn. t\'C 

t 11 • uon nf ham! rr < J · • ml h. rd\\ arc nccc :.m ~ r th 
runmng o th op ·muun. 

R· >mm nd. 
• n<luc1 a < mpl ., i1wcnh n ~nd <le cum ntacion o 

an1f~ m clll a· . ' room .• l rhc mill and adt c m 
:tr ·. I .. I bh. h rd r . mong :trn a t. • tcr c >mp let 
d cum nt• u n. Il'tuu' c: unas oa.at ·d debns, r hang 

• I ng "all. ~n<l • heh c as 
appr >pnatL I hi will giu ch unpre,;;.1 n c tbt 
con · t · ar rc<l ft rand tht.rt. 1 · ¥alu placed n 
rh mar ru I cuhur · 

• 11 I\\ he brush t gr; \\ up ,. r th · trn.i.l r m 

11 g H1 mi· lining rti · r on th La J · ape 



Ydlmd. n<l lining .amp ro the.; Luck) 11rl • Jill, thu · 
I lC If k up the.: lull. 

' I h · K nn ·cote nonal H1 ' [OD 

I : ndm:u-k ·n umpa \Cr 1-U Ill 

.1 res o .. publt and pnv r • land . \\ 1thin 
th \ 1c1111 the mill t wn • n b fl lUn 

rr. m \ rems ( ). bndg s (2), 

l u1kltnK ( l ). L . t ·n I\ calling. ptl , 
u11hc.l 1rs, hoanlw. lk · and arch ·ologtc:d 

·. tur• ( 11,). \ra. c can b < W1U 
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General Recommendations 

All of the historic mining districts examined for this project are extensive. While management 
strategies include a variety of options including rehabilitation, preservation-in-place, and even 
benign neglect, the team recognizes that management of resources at both parks is in preliminary 
development stages and the direction we are recommending is to retain the widest range of options 
for interpretation and stewardship. Consequently preventative maintenance techniques are 
frequently recommended. 

Recommendations were listed for specific sites that were visited by the team. The following 
recommendations are generalized and can be applied to a range of site and artifact types. 

INVENTORY 

• Record or document artifacts in place, in their historic context. This is a necessary first step 
before further work can be accomplished. 

MAINTAIN IN PLACE 

• Clean up debris so that the site looks cared for. This is based on the assumption that people 
are more likely to damage something that looks abandoned and uncared for. The desired view 
after cleanup would be what the site looked like after the inhabitants left. 

• Develop a plan for long term monitoring and maintenance. Monitoring will determine when 
specific maintenance efforts are needed. Maintenance may include: 

applications of Bora care on wood objects; 
placement of susceptible objects up on blocks away from wet ground; 
brushing of vegetation around large objects or buildings; 
pest proofing or regular cleaning if pest proofing doesn't work; 
preservation of industrial machinery and equipment as required using prescribed conservation 
techniques which may include oil or lubrication replacement; 

• Permanently tag and identify large valuable portable items. Place a permanent stamp on 
bottom using a cataloging system distinguishable from the park's museum or interpretive 
cataloging system. Place a large flashy tag where it is easily visible to discourage casu~f collectors 
from removing objects. Include large artifacts with monetary as well as intrinsic value. 

COLLECTION 

• Develop a collection strategy for representative mining artifacts based on historic development, 
changes in available technology, and other local variables which may be area specific. Strategy 
should be developed in consultation with local technical expertise (historical, archeological and 
curatorial), as well as the park's Scope of Collections Statement. Collecting specific artifacts can 
be justified if they are significant, one-of-a-kind, or a unique item that documents an activity 
and is irreplaceable. Justification for collecting objects can be strengthened if the artifact 
supports research or is intended for use in an exhibit. 

• Remove objects from site and relocate to dedicated storage for future research and exhibits. 
Ensure suitable storage for collection. 
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BENIGN NEGLECT 

• Leave objects of common value on the landscape in order to further the discovery experience 
for the visitor. 

INTERPRETATION 

• Photograph" art shots" to freeze frame (preserve) the content and integrity of a site (either in a 
web site, take away publication, or exhibit). 

• Produce walking tour brochures for visitors to take into the field. 
• Develop exhibits at visitor centers, on site, or off-site that will inform people of the historic 

value of the site and efforts to preserve the site. 
• Order and reassemble the artifacts in-situ, separating historic from non-historic. 
• Use interpretive signage to identify the artifact inventory/ assemblage on site. 

Conclusion/Summary 

Placer and lode mining, whether for gold, copper or antimony, played a predominant role in 
Alaska's history. Mining sites from small one and two person placer operations to large complexes 
complete with a mill, and other infrastructure, can be found in nine of Alaska's fourteen national 
parks and preserves. Because Alaska's mining history is relatively recent, dating from the end of the 
nineteenth century, many sites are still in good condition. Their remoteness has allowed complete 
artifact assemblages to remain relatively intact. Now is the critical time if we are to preserve these 
examples of Alaska's mining heritage. Natural conditions, such as weathering and flood events are 
gradually eroding many sites away and contributing to the gradual deterioration of artifacts. 
Increased visitation to many of these remote, and not so remote, sites is adding another element to 
the picture. While many visitors have good intentions, the temptation to take a souvenir home is 
great, especially a souvenir that looks like no one will miss it, or may not even know it exists in the 
first place. 

0 

Recommendations provided by this team focus primarily on methods to make the visitor aware that 
these objects are an important part of the site, and that they will be missed. This is done through 
brochures or on-site signage and artifact marking. Because there are so many artifacts, and because 
they add to the "visitor experience", it is preferred that most of the artifacts be managed and 
preserved in place. It is inevitable that some will be lost. Consequently it is recommended that a 
collection plan be developed that takes into consideration historic development, changes in available 
technology, and other local variables which may be area specific. Objects collected will be curated 
and preserved in the park's collections for future research and display. 

Most parks in Alaska were enabled in the early 1980s. Still young, they do not have extensive plans 
addressing management of resources, interpretation, or management of backcountry /Wilderness. 
Until the park can address the issues, the team's recommendations tried to retain the widest range 
of options for future interpretation and stewardship. 
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