
Aetirit iea of the i-ovfcloiml Park Service 
In Midlife Conservation 

M i d l i f e in that i*fcionnl rsjrks and akaamaajcta i s t'w» special ahnrya 

of the Midl i fe Division, Branch of Eaaaarob and Sduoatlon, of tJvc "'*-

tional Park ;Urrvice* Tank ttvis iou conduct* aaaj •elawvtlfls lnvesti-

rstloas oaaaaaary to evolve a wen^eflned wildl ife policy, to ass i s t 

park superintendents in dealing with arrant anirwul-problarsa, to detenaine 

the statu* of wildl ife in the parka, and as analyse unsatisfactory con­

dition* and to prepare najnaratwrit plana for attelniatajrinr. tha antral 

Ufa* Technical local supervision and advice ara afforded through 

tha naturallat atavff In each park* "Hth tha assistance of tha rangar 

patrol, tha wildlifa r e f l a t i o n s ara atuforaad, oonause& taker,, food 

and oarer aeinteined, and tha safety of the nubile assured* 

Tha parcamant wildlife Division staff i s eonpoaad of a Chief, 

Assistant Chief (also Supervisor of SC«i wildl i fa work), a f ield natu-

ra l ia t , and a Supervisor of Pish feoouiees* There i s fiver, below 

suaswary of aot iv i t iea , other than EG'it na t iv i t i e s , supervised by that 

Division i 

Areas proposed to bo taken into the national park systen, or 

added to sxistlnr. national parks or nonweats, are exaclnad for their 

fitaees as biological units or for superlative oimractorlstlcs as 

preserves for speeles of wildl i fe not adequately represented in the 

rest of the system* 

Aotivitiea affecting wildl i fe in the various national parks and 

aonuRento are shocked and general supervision exercised* This includes 
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nosquito oontrcl S.:-«oi"*r *i the \u«b'noatt uaad affect f ish, no tar birds, 

etc*j ewxt.ro! o.v >n»datora or ."Cora* doin^ damps in car-te.rrunde or fiaad-

quartars, or whan tha awl •Vanes of a y w y i p w l a t ia %hmn^wwl| inaaer. 

control; and road or t ra i l buildinp into wiidllfa habitats. 

eaearoh area,* ara designated. Knah area* are portion* of parks 

•at aairfe for ressareb in aha wilderness lata which ae aawaeuaiead aravral 

ia allowed* 

'ibe 'laid Naturalist la ancared on juaoeral supervision of IV ârpanaj 

Conservation fork aat lr l t ias affecting wildl i fe in the national parka af 

California and in a study of tha fauna of that replon* Ifia study of the 

mxla daar of California was publiahea* recently, and hi* surrey of the 

anl-mls of taunt feKinley National dark ia ia mnuaeript which io ax-

paotad -will ba publislved aa the third volune in the national ark Fauna 

series* 

The diitlaa af the jaaairalaaar af Plah kaaouroaa do not coincide with 

those of employees of tha U» !• bureau of Fisheries* fish work and atraar. 

deewlonment improvement, aa ordinarily oerriet on, do not fu l f i l tha re-

quirwT t̂nta of national park principles for rastoratlort and preservation 

of tha araaa in their afimwaaal condition* Thia cal l* for a special 

technique and knowladra* Close oooparation, hovsrrer, la minimises' with 

tha Bureau of Fiahariaa and with oot-parabla arnmtes la tha various atataa* 

a* fishing* unlika hunting, i s allowed in tha national nark*, ana restock­

ing of streans outtldo thaaa araaa i s often aaootopliah*' fr<w within* 

rol iales and rnvmpsmsnt plans for atraav. renainawint "are hem developed, 

and nark aFt-dniet retire off! oar a have baan adviaad on fish o Itural 
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ac t iv i t i e s :lr.- -their rotpoetive parks. 

Ha) resales of the work In the general wi ldl i fe field arw published 

from ttae to tl:st and Fauna juaaber Two, "Mlldlife >̂iw ôsj**tt.t in the ra­

tional Parks*1* whieh has Just been issuod, i s the latest publication of 

the Ilvisioa* 

ffst addition to th« national park system of tins try iortura* islands, 

off the southwestern coast of Florida* which was effoor.ee- in the late 

winter of %9S5§ a** important in the sewsssrwatleai of bird l i fe* especially 

of the sooty and noddy 'terns* These species ere known to nest only on 

these islands and nowhere e lse in the world* The area has been designated 

the fort Jefferson National ^aunent, and the further extension of the 

boundaries to include the present hey nest Bird -eserration i s now con­

templated. Administrative proteetion ean thus be riven to s group of 

ornithologieelly important islands or keys without additions to the staff 

neeessary for patrolling the try Tortugas, and wi l l five proteetion be a 

nncber of species of birds new searce or vanishing. 

one of the nost taper bant forward steps in wildlife rwuiayerwHit: of the 

last year was the aceonplishrwcit of elk reduction progran at Yellowstone 

National Park* The history of the largo elk herd and i t s effoei on the 

restricted range i s well known. I t was determined thaw the number* of the 

antaals wust be tanedlately reduced from 13*000 to 10*000 to prevent ta* 

medlate serious losses and the completion of destruction of the range. 

After an extension of the hunting season by the state of rental* in 

country surnnmdinf, the ark had* by reason of adverse weather eondit.ion* 

failed to accomplish the purpose* the elk were trapped* transferred to 
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corrals, and selected antral* war* shlppad to other rations for rs— 

stookiny or *wr» butoharod for maat, which was riwaii bo public h i l a r s 

ay.anaies or to Indian rsaarrations* 

A stataraent of tat prasant plane for wildl ife sstawsrwatlcr ildar 

tha ifcisrfaney Conaarwacion «ork pro/-ran ear, baat ba nada by daserlbin/r; 

the present tat-up and tlta work bain*: carried on in the various --atianal 

parks and roatrants* 

The wildl ife work i t u&dar the direction of an t*mrg$amf conservation 

iork . l ld l i f e supervisor whose office i s la iWAshingbon* The country la 

divided by the waat boundaries of Tiar.esota, Iowa, ' issouri , Arkansas, 

and iouisiana into %wa regions, each iuul r tha supervision of an Assistant 

•;.;uservisor«~one leeatsm* la .athirorton and tha other in T'erkelay, California* 

Tha iaatarn region i s divided into throe sub-repion*t (1) a e l f i e 

Northwest, la «harj:« af aba Assistant upervisori (2) The yaolfle '-oast 

area whose l i l a l i f a fwatalalan i s located at Berkeleyj (3) ba Touthweat, 

with tha rfildlife "eohnieian in charge located at Grand Canyon* 

In addition to three Assistant wlidllffj Technicians located at iJesh-

irifton, Treat Snaky fountains a t i o i a l Park, and Orand Canyon atlonal 

fmrfc, respectively, tha actual field fores i s composed' of tan as leant 

i ld l l f* Taehnioians assigned to various parks* ayewdbxtawsat of another 

Assistant "eehnlolau for fellow*bone .-ational Park i s pending* .tha 

general plan of work being acoorapeished by titasa technicians i s as fo l ­

lows i 

Zlon and Bryaa Canyon national .''arks, cedar breaks National Jtf>nun#ot« 
ssMaawsawaaawaaaaaajaawaaaalai • —*•—• ewss*awswaw >» m a m e i « » n * i a • » m » i . m a m i e n . s i i * T » w a . w w i a w » •*»<fc-—.^.i*»n,,-—-«»» • r « * w i » l i * i i i i i i » i » » e Bene, a sews ' 

A study is being rade of tba bighorn or ?acuatain shea? which ara Kuch 

•a** 



reduced in mtabor In this territory. <>ther minx^fsf, a-A a rs Tin slssunts 

of to* ronro wfcioh* being ever;: rased* i s in vory poor annuities* and 

considerably ersead| fclse relationship* of the porcupine to oonderoea 

pins I and a survey of tha birds of the region* 

Yellowstone ivational /arki 

The resident technician assigned to Yellowstone -w,tional ''ark has 

obtained splendid results In iwuclay a oar.sua of t>* nountain sheep* an 

accurate account of wBi.ee. had -ewer before been savds, aa wall as an ae— 

eoant ef the pathology and parasitology of the species* Be also has 

rathered aatrowoly useful and badly needed data aa the l i f e story of 

the wapiti or elk* and during the rooettt e l* reduction prograw.. with 

the cooperation of t !e hoatana Veterinary laboratory* rede an syhaustire 

study ef aninala slaughtered ' o obtain information on parasites and 

pathologic conditions* furaaitio studies hare also been made of a 

number of specie* of birds and of snail mrrml*. A wery thorough set 

ef notes has been taads on t i e ursrr.ra.sed sheep range on -cunt Krarte 

and on the food hablta of that species* A amber ef sneoirene of mm-

smls and birds hare been prepared for the sc ient i f ic eolleetlen and for 

the nueeume in Yellowstone* 

tttnd Care national mrki 

A resident ' i l d l i f s Technician was ea duty in ind Care >*tionel 

Inrk from August 1 to February 1*>* Be amde studies of the wapiti and 

bleea aa wall as a surrey of tha bird l i f e of she jmrfc and surrounding 

southern portion of the 31aek t i l l s* inf ini te plana were ad* for a 

forthcoming revision of the gene fences for the better en/foyueut of the 

bif fane herds by the nubile* 
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-/any direr** ratter* Slave bees, bandied in. aha Southwestern lational 
a IIMI* a***a**a*ai —-w- aa**a»*jaa*waa*a«a*a»»j 

ionu-attts* including neasurea w leh ah«r id bs taken for t!w> tatter pro­

tection of saitelcaw at iuea*kl* Petrified rarest aid "audaliar National 

Maawjaamaai aha Ufa history *«••' factor* affecting the abundant*, and welfare 

of iyerriaci turkey* in "endelier, and the possible reestablishvent of turkey* 

at h'hlrieahua national iJonuseiit* 

l B ifrftfcb Valley Sattonal kpmesent a survey ha* been mde of the 

springs and water holes for factor* of footing the mountain sheep, which 

in thle araa hmva been steadily decreasing in numbers* 

In Shenandoah iiatiqna.1 ''nrk a survey wa* raada of ishe winter birds* 

of aha condition of quail and ruffed grouse and of white-tailed dear* a 

planting of which am* made about a year a o* The Assistant Mid l i f e 

Technician working, out of the Washington Offiaa* beside* tTheeo studies, 

baa attended to wildlife af air* on the national aonuwonta frost Virginia 

north and has included wars' on such problons as unduly high, oa*violtia* 

anon?; f ish at George Washington's Jirthplace* nnsKret poaching on Janes-

tow: ialand and abnormal oondition* caused by espaolally **v#r* winter at 

the uattyaburc and Fredericksburg and '-pobaylvaala afctlofleld areas* 

In Rocky itouatain National Part adverse factor* affecting the grasing 

ewranals, especially the bighorn* reeeivod the bulk of the time of the 

Resident wi ldl i fe Technician assigned to title area* Hang* quadrate* 

were established and cheeks of these and previously cede quadrates were 

made* A start was tmde on a study of the food habits* relative abundance* 

and ecological importance of the porcuptae* 
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Tha tasidont wild11fa iwchniclan la hount ftalttlsr ^ t l o n a l Jtorjt 

•pant iuoet of hl« tisea coring the suwwr on the atwdy of aha birds of 

the ration* The winter aaajsna have boon devoted to a study of tha tm-

satisfactory atatua of deer, food available at that seaeon, and to 

factors, such as , poaching, and predatory animals in their affect on 

tha daer hard vrinbering a few ad lee he tha south of the park boundary* 

The akwat QJSE8ES& B8&&BSS& JSSE3888& haaaaaa of i ta growinr iJtpor-

tanoa in view of a projected extension, ha* receiveu special attention 

fron tha Assistant Suparriaor in wuose region i t Ilea* wis work i n ­

cluded a aurvay of additional are** naoriod for proper iMintwnanoo of 

tha wildl i fe within tha praaant ôrsvswant boundary, an area entirely in ­

adequate from tha standpoint of b-iologloal year-round conditions* Be 

also haa saad* a study of •bliw Rooaavalt elk* 

A t -vawwK>th Care i<stionel '^ark, **2B£SS£k» **• Baaidanh Technician 

hao studied tha various proposed extensions of the boundaries, had made 

a rerssrsl survey of the birds and snail ^amaals, and studies of tha d i s ­

tribution and population of white-tailed daar and of aueh adverse aon-

ditioas as pariodio burning from which tha oountry haa suffered, and 

poaching and over-hunting* A biotio succession raaaaroh area has been 

iwoorsnandad* 

Due to tha faot that prwmt Smoker f o;untalns Rational Hark ia in tha 

formative period, two ueaident i l d l i f e Technicians and a supervisory 

Assistant wi ldl i fe Technician have baon assigned to work on propoaad 

boundaries aa affecting wi ld l i fe , to see that wild Ufa habitats are pre-

aarrad during the axtraor^Sinary heavy road and tra i l building: period, and 

to wake orelir.&imry studies of the plant and animal l i f e of tha nark 
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for future eiaem Clonal work* 

At C;mnd Csuwon I*tion*l Vrk wo .*;-.:. ha* Vwen ao^Ketrnte^ on the 

s^udy of nwrantaln sheep and a count of deer in oooo^mtion with the 

U» S. "crest Service ant the Pirnau of iJiolofjleal Survey on the aibab 

Plateau* aesaetea. areas set up in the oast hare been earsslned and a 

aaw on© groat*©©** 

The ©tatu* of bighorn is roe©Iriag study In d-laclcr ;5ational tarfc» 

A surrey haa bear. nade of tag winter feed and ranr© of deer and, in 

portions of eba park where i t t« orer-populated, attention has been 

naid to the probler. of reduction of ar t l f io la l feeding* 

i-wrlnr tho short period that a hosldsnt wildl i fe Technician was 

assigned to Crater Lake National (Jark and Jsvra 3*>d« "National MamvMHl 

la the susner of 195?;» * wild 1 ifo raecnssisaanoa hat been raad©* 

In fraad Teton Nation*. 2 "nrk a l©sid©»% wildl i fe Technician was 

on duty during the snowier of 19*J.i* fenere.1 studies wore mads of the 

birds and avail raarosal* and of th© surrwr rwrerient* of mountain sheep* 

retailed ohearvatio?:! on food habits, ba.harS.or and «n©»ie* of such 

sialism Is s* fisher, t i s s was****, California sail© door and eourar bar© b©«n 

isad© In NggSJg rational rank by £r* Joseph h# Tixea, Field Naturalist of 

the alldlif© Ptrieien, who has also ineiaewei CCC projects. ThssM projects 

in other parka and monurwmts whore a Si 141 If© Technician i s working hare 

baoo under their superrlaion for detai ls of the work l ikely to afi'eot 

wildl i fe and the work done by these t*»n on the ground has been inraluable 

in the attenpt to proserre wi ldl i fe Habitats and. Insofar as possible, 

wilderness conditions. 
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A special study of tho Bomttmtn elk nord and i t s relation to agri­

culture and grating interests In Jackson bole »*%* ;;;a<2o b„, the hogioael 

c.-uistnnt iVupcrviaer assigned to the Borkoloy of:'ice* 

raecrgwsndetiona for bkrcnre Aetlrlt lct* n'lth the contioaa»ee and 

extension of the Hs*er*.ysnoy Conservation. ;.ork program in the national 

parks and nemuGants* i t beeesw, even »!ore imperative that continual and 

eareful supervision of tho work be exercised by competent BOB trained 

and experienced In wildl i fe work* Tho future of wildlife wil l for SSJUT/ 

years be affected either favorably or unfavorably, by the character of 

BOrtt done in roadside clean-up and firo hatard reduction, for too thorough 

extensions of these ac t iv i t i e s wi l l result in ejsiawdb and birds being 

pushed back free the highways to the depth oovered by the clean-up 

operations. 

Meet ef the seers Bears! easd act iv i t i es of sc ient i f ic research should 

be carried on, as well, for this work i s continually eeoweMloting data of 

great lnnortauee in detervlndof; the proper nethoda of smno'ement of our 

wildlife* tanyo reoonvmissanaet sheuld be instituted for several iiroua, 

such as that covered by the bighorn and wapiti of Yellowstone, the wapiti 

and d»0r of aeeky fountain, the big e r a miswals of bind Cave, and the 

antelooe of a number of areas in the Southwest* Those areas wi l l require 

expert attention i f they are not to be permanently impaired* Cueh anaf.e-

eant can he folltrswd only i f there i s at hand information, on the actual 

state of the ranre, the forage plants used by the anisals , and the probable 

results of our interferen.ee -rlth the natural eourse of events* 
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Tho wi la l l fo aork SBo<ld dotorwAno roaorally Urn original statu* 

of tho fauna i s omoh fork rogloas o i th ths hop* of Jofijiinr tho foal of 

wlldlifo aowsfanAW* asst establishing tho eraparativo basis for analysing 

sttboocjusm* fawns 1 ehangos* vtontually It la hoped to doboralne tho history 

of the fauna sartor tho iai*lusneo of white nan in order to traeo the oauoo 

• f present conditions and to loam what unfaTorabl* iau^oenees amy bo 

arortoO la sew projects . Aw iiitanfciYe s'trvo/ of V* -.resent rortobrat* 

l l f o of aaoh par* sJw/ld lw ,;*dw ,,••> loam as nuoh «« possible aleut a l l 

ferns and t h e i r «oo'n««y» i'ha':: afttr.''tatiun. should re.-:n'tt ix» tho devalop*-

rsent of a. "*u:ia^;«;io^ plan which shouiu V*> ait ireport«wrt slsjsent in tho 

IMhlooat pic ture that « : i l l app.roxi.-'O.bos tho primitive winfe* i t should 

devise oays <>r ro« tor l^ : spew ho;; which 3<art- departed fror the i r oHfjUsal 

s t a t u s , i t ahould also saUca adjusoaonts for speoie* yri.ich can only bo 

aaved issuer artieaoly a r t i f i c i a l oonuicicruw 

-10-


