












































I. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA--TAFT HOME

A. Name, Number, and Classification of Structure

The Taft Home, Structure No. 1, William Howard Taft National
Historic Site, is of First Order of Significance.

B. Proposed Use of Structure

The exterior of the building will be restered to its appear-
ance circa 1852-1877. The basement of the post-1851 wing, the entire
lower story of the house, and the widow's walk will be restored and
refurnished to reflect their appearance circa 1861-1877. These rooms
will constitute a historic house museum to commemorate and interpret
William Howard Taft's birth, his childhood and adolescent years, and
the environment in which his family lived, prospered, and became po-
litically important. The upper floor will be partially restored and
the rooms adapted to provide space for audio-visual media to interpret
William Howard Taft's life as a public servant and for administrative
facilities. The basement of the pre-1851 structure will provide space
for management purposes.

C. Justification of Such Use as Shown in the Master Plan

A study of the voluminous Taft Family Correspondence, Journals,
and Account Books has satisfied the General Superintendent, the Park
Staff, personnel of the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservatiom,
and the Denver Service Center that pertions of the 1970 Master Plan
providing for restoration and interpretation of the Taft Home must
be revised. The aforementioned group believes that the kitchen and
billiard room located in the post-1851 wing; the entire lower story,
and the widow's walk should be restored and refurnished to the period
1861-1877, The structure's exterior will be restored to the period
1852-1877. Such a treatment will provide a much better insight into
the Taft years at 60 Auburn Street and a more valuable interpretive
experience for the visitor than the one projected in the approved
master plan.

D. Provision for ggeratigg the Structure

The Taft Home's primary use will be as a historic house museum,
with the upper story and basement of the pre-1851 house providing
space for administrative, visitor, and interpretive facilities.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































With the sofa, library table, and rocking chairs, they comfortably
furnished the sitting room,lé

Charlie took sick at Thanksgiving 1856 and was confined to bed for
several weeks., Louise had him moved out of his room and into their new
bedroom, which made a capital sick room, "so much more quiet and retired
than his." At first, they had thought of having a bed put up in their
new sitting room for Charlie, but they liked the "new arrangement" of
the sitting room, so much they concluded not to interfere with it,l5

Mrs, Taft in the spring of 1858 purchased a new carpet and curtains
for the sitting room. The former was a necessity, because during the
previous autumn she had been compelled "to make over the old carpet en-

tirely ., . . and could only make it do by hiding the rags under the stove
& oil cloth,"16

6. The Nursery, 1856-64

Mary, the nurse employed by the Tafts to help care for Sammy, occupied
the southeast room on the lower story of the post-1851 wing. After
Sammy's death, his body was placed on a lounge in Mary's room,l7

Willie in the winter of 1858-59 slept in the nursery. His mother
had had the room cleaned, and the mending of the carpet was quite an
undertaking, When it was taken up and shaken, it was so worn that it had

to be cut in two, The ends were then sewed together to make it last
through the winter,

A new crib, large enough to hold him until he was four or five, had
been bought for Willie, With new blankets and a white spread, it made
the nursery look very neat,l8

14, Louise Taft to Mrs, Susan Torrey, Nov, 23, 1B56, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

15, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Dec. B, 1856, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

16. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, March 22, and to Delia Torrey,

April 10, 1858, L.C,, William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1. Mrs, Taft

did not clean her sitting room until late April, because she did not want to
get her '"new carpet and curtains till we have done with fires" for the season.

17, Louise Taft to Mrs., Susan Torrey, April 21, 1856, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

18, Louise Taft to Delia, Oct., 1859, and undated, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,
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Horace in the spring of 1864 slept with Mary, the little German
nurse, in the nursery. His two older brothers had been moved upstairs
and slept in the northwest room.l19

7. Alphonso and Louise Exchange Hooms with Grandpa
and Grandma Taft

In late summer of 1861, Louise decided to insist on an exchange
of rooms, Writing Delia in September, she confided that she had
delayed her preparations for moving in hopes that her in-laws would
spend a few days away from Mt, Auburn. She, however, was impatient
to accomplish the move before cold weather made it necessary to set
up the heating stoves.

Grandma Taft had said she would buy a new carpet for the parlor,
but after visiting several Cincinnati furniture stores, she concluded
that common tapestry at 90 cents a yard was good enough. Mrs. Taft
said it wasn't, Mr, Taft remained noncommittal on this subject,
although admitting that a new parlor carpet was needed, Mrs, Taft
accordingly had selected an "elegant one," but would wait until the
move was consummated before having it brought out to 60 Auburnm Street,20

Goaded by his wife, Alphonso early in November told his parents
that he and Louise wanted to exchange rooms with them. '"Grandpa and
Grandma,'" Louise recorded, "felt a natural disinclination to being
disturbed, and thought they could not feel at home, or be made com-
fortable, in new guarters." Seeing that Alphonso and Louise were
"determined to accomplish the change," they reluctantly consented.

The days between Hovember 7 and 20 were hectic. On the 7th

Grandpa and Grandma Taft, assisted by John Dawson, moved their furniture

~and personal effects upstairs into the east rooms. Alphonso and
Louise, on vacating their bed chamber left their "carpet, stove, cur-
tains, oilcloths,” and bedstead for the elder Tafts. Alphonso was
"anxious that their room should be made just as comfortable and re-
spectable, as possible, since it is to be parlor, sitting room, li-
brary and all.”

The lower story northwest rooms vacated by Grandpa and Grandma
would be redecorated before Alphonse and Louise moved in, While the

19, Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May l&4, 1864, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,

20. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Sept. 1861, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.
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rooms were being refurnished, they moved into the nursery, and found
it to be "a cosy, comfortable little place," Writing Delia on the
12th, Louise reported:

The little bedstead from the back parler chamber is
brought down to the nursery, and Grandma's old one
takes its place, where it looks very well. I wish
you could look in and see how cosily we are packed into
this little room. The bed stands where Willie's crib
did, the bureau being moved to the other side of the
. door, Another bureau stands against the wall of the
bathroom, and a third by the window as formerly.
Willie's crib has a nice little niche in the passage
leading to Grandma's room, where it just fits in, the
door being locked on the other side. The large bed
being out, and the door open in the hall, there seems
to be a great deal more room than ever before.

I keep a fire in the parlor, where is Mr, Taft's
table and books, expecting that he would be content
to stay there, but he declared the nursery the cosiest
place and stays here most of the time.

By the 12th the whitewashing was done, and by nightfall the next
day the painting, graining, and varnishing. On Thursday, the l6th,
the two rooms were wallpapered. Louise on the llth had driven into
the city and had purchased the new parlor carpet, "a splendid Brussels
at 51.40 per yard," Meanwhile fireplaces in three of the rooms had
been "set,'" and plumbers were installing a new sink in "Louise's room,"
with "two nice drawers underneath, and a large marble slab and silver

plated pipes." They also "mended some pipes" in Grandma and Grandpa's
new room,

Carpenters were at work positioning "some nice drawers and inside
closet doors in the closet,'" like those in the dining room pantry.
The closet was to be "papered, varnished, and carpeted,"

After the decorators had finished, the bookcases and books were
moved into the northwest room. The haircloth sofa and rocking chairs,
after being "recovered and varnished," were placed in the library,
along with the roundtable. For their new bedroom, Mrs. Taft purchased
"a small French bedstead" and had their bureaus varnished.

Mr. Taft, on observing the way his wife was ordering the workmen
around, remarked that she displayed 'the talent of a Major General."
As for herself, she felt as if she "was coming into the promised land,'Zl

21. P.R.T. Diaries, Mov, 7-20, 1861; Louise Taft to Delia
Torrey, Nov. 12, 1961, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1l & ll.
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On November 17 Mr. Taft wrote Samuel Torrey from their new bed-
room, in "the rear room of the front house on the north side of the
hall." They had slept for the first time last night in their new bed-
stead, and "their bedroom had been newly grained and papered." The
new parlor carpet had been put down in the rooms on the other side
of the hall, and the "books & bookcases are in the front room which
is now the library."

We would, Mr. Taft continued, be glad to have our "Millbury friends
look in upon us," To provide additional comfort, they had installed
Dodge's patented grates in both their rooms, as well as the guest
room, where Delia and Susie stayed on their Mt, Auburn visits,22

Mrs. Taft, who was pregnant, gave birth to Horace on December
28, 1861, and, writing from her new quarters, observed, "The pleasantness
and convenience of my new surroundings were good for constant enjoyment,
and I had been in such a hurry of preparation and anxiety that I had
not before found time to realize them.'" Her new bedroom was "far
enough removed from the noise of the children and the house" that she
could enjoy some peace and quiet. Although she had spent New Years
in bed, she had "never known a happier one and the congratulations
of the season seamed [sic] to have a peculiar meaning,'"23

8. The Billiard Room

Harry Smith, a neighbor, in the summer of 1864 had secured a billiard

table for which he did not have room. The Tafts learned of this, Charlie
had become a billiard shark and urged his parents to take the table
off Smith's hands, Mrs, Taft, cognizant of the drinking and gambling
associated with public billiard parlors, suggested te her husband that
they acquire the table and outfit a basement room for billiards. Mr.
Taft was agreeable and the boys overjoyed,

To secure necessary space, the Tafts appropriated the hired man's
room and took down the partition separating it from the tank room. The
tank was removed, and the billiard table moved in. Wext, the walls were
papered and the woodwork painted, providing the Tafts with a "nice large"
billiard room, 2%

22, A,T, to Samuel Torrey, Wov, 17, 1861, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series l. The guest bedroom was one of the four chambers on
the second floor of the pre-1851 house.

23, Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Jan, 12, 1862, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

24, A.T. to Anna Torrey, Sept. 2, 1864; Louise Taft to Delia

Torrey, Sept. &4, 1B64; P,R,T. Diary, Aug. 31, 1864, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1 & 1l.
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9, The Basement Storeroom Becomes the Hired Man's

guar Lters

Conversion of the hired man's and tank rooms into a billiard
room confronted Mrs., Taft with the problem of finding new quarters
for this individual, She determined to appropriate the basement store-
room, which "had always been too good for that use," for quarters.
She cleaned out much of the useless rubbish, storing items still pos-
sessing utility (such as bedding) in the back parlor chamber, and the
remainder on the back porch and in an outside storeroom. A bed,

chair, bureau, and other furniture were moved into the former store-
room,

The first hired man to sleep in these new quarters was a black,
In reporting this development, Mr. Taft wrote Anna, '"We are getting
aristocratic, & have now a colored man. It does not yet appear how
we shall like him, or perhaps I might say how he will like us.'25

10, The MNorthwest Bedroom

On her return from Millbury in May 1864, Mrs., Taft moved Willie
and Harry out of the nursery and upstairs into Anna's old room. Rika,
one of the hired girls, slept in the room east of the boys' bedroom,26

Charlie returned home following his graduation from Yale in June
1864, He moved into the northwest room, over the library. Reporting
this development to Anna, Mr, Taft warned that with Charlie in such
"permanent possession' of her former room, she could hardly expect
to recover it, When she next visited Mt. Auburn, they would give
her "the liberty of the two parlor chambers,"27

11, The Parlor Chamber as a Guest Room

Anna Torrey visited Mt. Auburn in November 1864 and cccupied as
her room the parlor chamber. Grandpa put up a stove for her, and it

25. A.T. to Anna Torrey, Sept. 3, 1864; Louise Taft to Delia Torrey,
Sept. 4, 1864, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

26, Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May l4, 1864, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

27. A.T. to Anna Torrey, Sept. 3, 1864, L.C,, William Howard Taft
Papers, Series 1.
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promised to be a "very warm & pleasant room.," In addition, it was
very light and cheerful, as sunlight flooded the room most of the

d.}t' 28

Anna was back at 60 Auburn Street in the autumn of 1865, and again
slept in the parlor chamber. She was in poor health in December, suf-
fering from dypepsia. Writing Delia on the 17th, she reported, "1 have
a stove in my room, the parlor chamber, The girl makes a fire there
every morning before I get up and by strenuvous efforts I manage to keep
comfortable,'29

12, Grandpa Taft has his Bedroom Redecorated

In the first ten days of March 1866, following the death of his
wife, Grandpa Taft had his bedroom cleaned, the carpet taken up,
and the ceiling whitewashed.30

13. Will Taft again Occupies the Northwest Bedroom

Rossy returned from Europe in the winter of 1872-73, and MNrs. Taft
moved him into a downstairs room (either the parlor chamber or the
southeast room), while Willie continued "to enjoy" the northwest bed-
room. louise Taft did not propose to "make any new household arrange-
ments" until Rossy married and left home.3l

B. Furnishings and Fixtures

1. Improvements to the Parlor, 1856-1877

a. Mrs. Taft has her Parlor and Chamber Furniture
Covered

On February 19, 1856, Louise Taft informed her sister Susie that
"the mext business we are to undertake will be to cover my parlor

28, Anna Torrey to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Nov. 6, 1864, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

29. Anna Torrey to Delia Torrey, Dec. 17, 1865, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

30, P.R,T. Diary, March 8, 1866, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers,
Series 11; P.R.T. Journal, March 2, 1866, WHTMA.

31. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, January 1873, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.
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furniture." Her friends and neighbors were in a habit of covering
theirs to protect it from dust in the summer and soot in the winter.
Fext, she would get a new dark spread for her bed, and have Aunt Mary
cover "the rocking chairs and cushions-in my room to match,'"32

b. The Roberts Mirror

Mr. Roberts, against whom bankruptcy proceedings had been in-
stituted in May 1857, was indebted to Mr. Taft for professional ser-
vices, |Ille agreed to have everything Mrs, Taft bought at his auction
deducted from his account, Defore the sale, he approached Mr., Taft
and inquired, "if he would not take their mirror, a large and beautiful
one and just the thing for our house.'" Alphonse hesitated, At the
sale it was bid in for Mr. Roberts at 570." He refused to part with
it at that price, having given $137 for it, After the auction, the
mirror not being sold, Roberts again offered it to the Tafts for 35100,

Alphonso was agreeable, and Louise boasted to Delia, "so we have quite
a windfall,"

The glass was of finest French plate, 62 x 46 inches, and the frame,
although plain and simple, was handsome. When moved into the Taft parlor,
the mirror was hung over the piano, between the doors,33

‘e, The Family Fortraits

Shortly before Christmas of 1857 Louise Taft completed a "piece
of embroidery" she had been working on for months. She had it made
up as a fire screen which enhanced the parlor,34

During the winter of 1858-59 the Tafts engaged a painter to do their
portraits, which were to be hung in the parlor. The first one finished
was Mr, Taft's and it was 'very handsome,'33 Several days were lost
because of Grandpa's unwillingness to sit, He argued "that he did not
wish his present looks preserved; and he did not wish to be remembered
as an old feeble, broken down man." After about a week he had a change
of heart; "and a more perfect likeness you never saw."

32. Louise Taft to Susan Torrey, Feb. 19, 18536, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

33. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, May 10, 1857, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

34, Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, Jan. 2, 1858, & Louise Taft to
Mrs. Susan Torrey, March 6, 185%, L.C.,, William Howard Taft Papers,
Series 1., The rosewood frame and glass for the firescreen cost 518,

35. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Oct. 1858, L.C., William Howard
Taft Tapers, Series 1,
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The artist found Louise Taft a difficult subject, but those that
saw the painting, after it was completed, called it a gcod likeness,36
Mrs, Taft, besides hanzing the family portraits, purchased several
pretty engravings to fill up "the recesses."

d. Reupholstering the Furniture

Rossy for Christmas 1873 had the parler furniture reupholstered,
Mrs, Taft thought this a "magnificent present" for the family, because
the subject furniture, after 20 years, was '"in rags." The man, who
called to measure the furniture, said the project would cost 5175,
¥rs., Taft had some second thoughts on Rossy's gift, brcause the new
upholstery made her parlor "carpet & everything else look shabby,'"38

2, Dargains at the Stetson Sale

Immediately followinz the bombardment and surrender of Fort Sumter,
while war fever was at its height, the Stetsons, having sold their
home preparatory to moving east, held a public sale on Fridav, April
19, Mrs, Taft and Delia attended, and the former made two purchases.
An extension table, which had cost the Stetsons $75, was knocked down to
her for 515, and a "larze book case such as we have been wanting cost

$24."

Reporting her good fortune to her parents, lMrs, Taft wrote, "It
was the worse possible time to sell and there were few bidders."
While it seemed absurb to buy furniture, when they might be "utterly
ruined by war times," she had been "anxious to secure bargains on
the very things we wanted so much, "'39

3. The Taft Sewing llachine

The previous month, the Tafts had paid $40 for a Huggins Sewing
Machine. On April 18 Grandpa Taft made a box for it,40

36. Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, Feb, 13, 1859, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,

37. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, May 15, 1859, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series L.

33. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Jan,2,1874, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

39. Louise Taft to Samuel Torrey, April 21, 1861, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1. The bookcase had cost Mr. Stetson $100.

40, P.R.T. Diaries, Aoril 18, 1861, L.C., William Haward Taft Papers,
Series 11; P.R.T. Account Books, files WitMa, '
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4, Louise Taft Buys a New Bedroom Suite

Mrs., Taft in April 1877, following the fire, purchased furniture
to refurnish one of the bedrooms., For 5164 she acquired one walnut
wardrobe (528), one bedroom suite {377), one spring mattress (511.75),
three cedar chests ($11.75), and a second wardrobe (536).%41

3. 0il Cloths and Carpeting

Mrs, Taft in early May 1857 attended the lioberts' bankruptcy auc-
tion. She purchased "a quantity of oil cloths . . . which" supplied "a
want'" she had "felt a great while," There was sufficient yardage to
cover the floors of the bathing room, water closets, the "entry between,"
the upper front hall, and "the little room where we go on to the top
of the house," The carpeting formerly in the upper front hall was
put down in the back hall, "the base floor of which has always been
an eyesore,'

The oilecloth, though worn, had been a nice one and was very cheap
at 32¢ per square yard, This improvement contributed to "the comfort
of housekeeping,"4Z

On Friday, May 1, 1874, Vrs. Taft emploved a man from a carpet
shop to put down five carvets, On Saturday they would be finished
with sprivg housecleaning and the annuval ordeal finished., By next year
Mrs, Taft hoped they would have "'some new carpets, paper &e,"

For the past five days, she had had cnly one girl, and as the rug
cleaner charged 51,50 per day for his services, Mrs. Taft had worked
harder than usual., Writing Delia, she reported, "I am like an old
horse, stiff in the joints thwough strong as ever. Since HMary has gone
to the kitchen, she volunteers no help upstairs,'43

6. Tlhotographs and Albums

a, Hanging Photographs and Pictures

Mrs. Taft, when she mailed her father the photograph made on
Willie's third birthday, wrote, "I expect vou will think it worthy

41. (Illegible) to Mrs, Taft, April 14, 1877, "Bills Paid by A,
Taft, Oct. 1875-May 1882," UHTHA.

42, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, HMay 10, 1857, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series L.

43, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, May 4, 1874, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,
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of a frame." She did not believe their walls would be "desecrated"

by having a nail or screw driven in near the ceiling, on which to sus-
pend it by a long red cord." All their pictures were hung in that
fashion and were very ornamental, 44

b. The Taft Photograph Album

In mid-May 1865 Alphonso Taft purchased "a massive Fhotograph
album" with space for four pictures on each page. Mrs. Taft accord-
ingly wrote her mother on the 23d that "I want a good lphotograph |
of all my friends." She had one of her mother that was "tolerably
satisfactory, but none at all of Father or Susie.” She hoped her
father would "lose no time in securing one."43

7. Fixtures

Grandpa Taft in December 1855 purchased for $18 a marble wash
basin for the family bathroom,46 In late July 1861 he secured some
lead pipe and repaired the kitchen sink.47

B. Bells

On April 1, 1863, a bell hanger came out from the city and hung
several signal bells in the house, 48

9. Silverware

Mrs. Taft in late June 1B65 purchased a dozen new plated teaspoons,
and thought about getting some forks. Two of her small ones had been

44, Louise Taft to Samuel Torrey, Oct, 28, 1860, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

45. Louise Taft to Mrs., Susan Torrey, May 23, 1865, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

46, P,R.T.'s. Expense Book, Dec. 16, 1855, WHTMA.

47, P.R.T. Diaries, July 29 & 30, 1861, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll.

48, P.R.T. Diaries, April 1, 1863, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series 1l.
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lost, and she had only one large plated spoon. Recently, one of
her salt sr~oons, which had been missing for more than three years,
had been found in the cow's stable,49

10, The Taft Vinegar Barrel

The Tafts in June 1865 suffered ''quite a loss." The hoops of
their vinegar barrel burst, and the contents were gone before they
knew it, About two months before, the barrel had been filled with
sour cider, and they had thought that they had "a full supply for
a year,"20

C. Housekeeping and Maintenance, 1854-1881

1. Parts of a Puzzle

The day-to-day correspondence of the Tafts and Torreys, together
with entries found in Veter R, Taft's diaries and journals, contain
numercus references to housekeeping and maintenance operations adding to
our knowledge of the William Howard Taft Birthplace. Items of interest
focusing on the structural history of the house have been culled from
thousands of documents on file at the Library of Congress and in custody
of the William Howard Taft Memorial Association. These, it is hoped, will
prove valuable to the architectural historians in completing the restora-
tion of the Taft Home.

2. Housecleaning.

Mrs. Louise Taft, during her years as mistress of the house, made it
a practice of having biannual housecleaning. The one in the spring was
more thorough, usually lasting from ten days to two weeks. Mrs. Taft de-
voted much thought and energy to these undertakings. For example, in May
1860, she wrote Susie that she was exhausted but the spring housecleaning
was about completed. She had left the parlor and dining room to last, She
planned to get a new carpet and have her room in order before the end of the
week, as she planned a birthday party for Rossy on May 10,51

49, Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, July 2, 1865, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

50, 1Ibid.

51. Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, May 7, 1860, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.
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November 1861 found the Tdfts in the throes of autumn housecleaning,
The exchange of rooms and reorganization of the household undertaken at
this time caused added problems,

Writing Delia on the 12th, Louise complained, "We are just in the
transition state of moving and repairing, which leaves me neither time
nor place for writing. We {she and ﬁlphonso] are living for a week in the
nursery, and a cosy, comfortable little place we find it,"52

Spring cleaning was delayed until late May and early June in 1864, be-
cause of a visit to Millbury. In making plans, Mrs. Taft decided to "shirk
taking up the carpets." If she did, she feared some of them were so old
they would never go down again, and the others '"would last longer with less
beating & striking,"33

The front stairs carpet, however, required attention, She had it
"pieced" out at the top, so that she was "able to change the worn parts and
put it down so differently that it looks much better from below and will

wear a long time,"54

3. Painting and Whitewashing the House

a, The Exterior

Grandpa Taft spent a fortnight in late October and November 1859 paint-
ing on and about the house, On the 2d he noted in his diary that he was

"painting on top of house,"55

Louise Taft returned from her late summer 1860 visit to Millbury to
find a contractor painting the exterior of the house, This, she wrote her
mother, would "improve its aggearance decidedly." The contractor charged
Alphonso 5150 for this work.

52, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Nov. 12, 1861, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series l.

53. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May l4, 1864, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series l.

54, Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May 30, 1864, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

55, FP.R.T. Diaries, Oct. 25 & 26, KWov. 2-9, 1859, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series l.

56. 1Ibid., Sept. 19, 1860; Louise Taft to Susan Taft, Sept. 18,
1860, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers.
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John B, Deiters was paid $150 to paint the house in the spring of
1881, Before leaving 60 Auburn Street, the workmen tinted a number of
ceilings and painted floors,57

b, The Kitchen, Front Door, and Porches

Mrs., Taft in the spring of 1858 had the walls and woodwork of her
kitchen repainted, also the front door and porches.538 FReporting this devel-
opment to Delia, she wrote, the kitchen "looks as neat as wax with its
nicely painted walls and woodwork,"39 :

In June 1864 Mrs, Taft had her kitchen repainted--the walls a light
green, the woodwork a stone color, and the floor a "good strong yellow,'60

¢. Whitewashing

Mrs. Taft in June 1864 sperit $5 to have some whitewashing done in
her house.

4, Wallpapering in the Post-1851 Wing

On Monday, April 9, 1855, Louise and Alphonso were driven into the city
and purchased wallpaper for their room, the dining room, and the upper and
lower halls. Writing her mother, Louise reported, "The new part [of the
chse} never having been papered before,we were fortunate in our selec-
tions and the rooms are much improved, 62

5. The 1858 Improvements to the Pantry

Mrs. Taft began her spring cleaning on March 23, 1858, She did not
plan as much as last year, and neither "the carpets in the parler nor in
the chambers over it" would be taken up,

7. J.B. Deiters to A.T., MHay 27, 1881, "Bills Paid by A. Taft, Oct.
1875-May 1882," WHTMA,

58. Louise Taft to lMrs. Susan Torrey, March 22, 1858, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

53, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, April 10, 1859, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

60. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, June 13, 1864, William Howard Taft
Papers, Series l.

61. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May 30 & June 13, 1864, L,C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

62. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, April 15, 1855, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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In conjunction with the cleaning, she had programmed some long de-
sired improvements., Carpenters and plasterers had been engaged to alter
the kitchen pantry, so it would open into the dining reoom, This, she an-
ticipated, would be a great convenience "for keeping nice china and glass
away from the dust and common use of the other closet."

She had the carpenter build drawers for her table cloths and napkins
and "an inner small closet for sugar and other nice things." There was
plastering and painting, so she had to have the dining room carpet taken
up.®3 The pantry was finished by April 10, and Mrs., Taft called it her

$80 sideboard.b%

6. Cleaning the Chimneys

Louise Taft in June 1864 hired a chimney sweep to clean the chimneys,.65

7. Graining and Varnishing Certain of the Rooms and Halls

The Tafts in April 1858 had their halls and stairways grained.66 Six
years later, in May 1804, workmen spent several days at the house graining
and varnishing the front hall and the dining room stairs.67

8. BRefinishing the Front Door

Mrs. Taft in April 1858 employed mechanics to "provide the front door
with a new smooth face,"68

63, Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, March 22, and Louise Taft to

Delia Torrey, April 10, 1858, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1;
P.R,T. Diaries, May 19, 1858, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1ll.
The mechanics did not show up when expected, and it was mid-April before

the pantry was finished.

64, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, April 10, 1858, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

65, Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, June 13, 1864, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series l. The chimney sweep charged $5.

66, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, June 10, 1858, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

67. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, May 30 & June 13, 1864, L.C.,
William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

68, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, April 10, 1858, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.
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9. Redecorating the Dining Room

In the spring of 1869 the Tafts had their dining room redecorated,®9

10. The 1877 Dumbwaiter

When the house was remodeled in 1877, Mr. Taft had a dumbwaiter
installed to facilitate transfer of food from the kitchen to the pan-
try. M. Douglas, a carpenter, carried out this project and billed
Judge Taft for three and one-half days labor, 36 feet of lumber,
three dozen No. 2 screws, $1.43 for a rope, and $25.50 for iromwork,.’0

11. Redecorating the House for Mrs. Wilbur

a, Wallpapering

The Tafts in the late winter of 1876, before moving to Washington
and leasing 60 Auburn Street to Mrs. Wilbur, had their dwelling re-
decorated. S, Holmes & Co, repapered the '"North and South Rooms" of
the pre-1851 wing of the upper story. The bill forwarded to Judge
Taft read:

North Rooms Item Unit Cost Total Cost
March 17, 1876 12 rolls of wallpaper & hanging 45 $5.40
3 rolls of border & hanging + 50 1.50
12 rolls of wallpaper & hanging +45 5.40
2 1/2 rolls of border & hanging .80 2.00

South Rooms

March 17, 1876 12 rolls of wallpaper & hanging W45 $5.40
2 1/2 rolls of border & hanging 1,30 3.25
12 rolls of wallpaper & hanging 45 5,40
2 1/2 rolls of border & hanging .80 2.00

69, Anna Torrey to Delia Torrey, May 5, 1869, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

70, Douglas to A.T., Feb., 25, 1878, "Bills Paid by A. Taft, Oct.
1875-May 1882," WHTMA,
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Front Hall Item init Cost Total Cost
March 17, 1876 12 rolls of wallpaper & hanging L5 55,40
2 1/2 rolls of border & hanging « 50 1.25
Closets
March 17, 1876 8 rolls of wallpaper & hanging 40 $3.20

Unidentified Upper Story Rooms, Fost-1851 Addition

March 17, 1876 plastering $15.00

March 21, 1876 32 rolls of paper & hanging .45 9.90

5 rolls of border & hanging 1.50 7.30

13 rolls for ceiling & hanging «55 7.15

scraping, sizing & painting 13 room .20 2,60

2 rolls of wallpaper 4 .50

Closets

March 29, 1876 7 rolls of paper & hanging 45 53.15

1 oak LG5
2 1/2 rolls of border & hanging .40 1.00
1l rail .B0O I
labor 2,00

§77.2571

b. Painting, Graining, & Varnishing

Painting, graining, and varnishing were done by H. Humphreys. A
breakdown of the bill shows that Humphreys charged 515,50 -for 62 pounds of
color; 51.25 for one quart of varnish; 55 for graining maple and walnut
flooring; $10 for whitewashing; and $l4 for four days' labor.’?

c. Cleaning the Carpets

W. H. Bristol of Boston Steam Carpet Beating Co. spent two days
at 60 Auburn Street, On March 21, 210 yards of Brussels carpeting were
taken up, cleaned, and put down. Two days later 94 yards of Brussels
and 22 yards of Ingrain 3-ply carpeting were cleaned,’3

71, S. Holmes & Co. to A,T., April 8, 1876, "Bills Paid by A. aft,
Oct, 1875-May 1882," WHTMA.

72. Humphreys to A.T., April 10, 1876, "Bills Paid by A, Taft, Oct,
1875-May 1882," WHTMA.

73, W.H. Bristol to A.T., March 23, 1876, "Bills Paid by A. Taft, Oct,
1875-May 1882," WHTMA. On the 2lst eight carpets measuring: 61, 27,
27, 31, 28, 17, 19, and 10 yards were cleaned.
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D. The Taft Domestics and Hired Men

1. Several Observations

The Tafts, while in residence at 60 Auburn Street, employed a
hired man to do the chores and help with the heavy work around the
house, and several females for domestic duties. Louise Taft, during her
first 13 years as mistress of the house, frequently had a cook and two
servant girls., One of the latter served as a nurse for the children,
These employees lived with the Tafts, Until September 1864 the hired man
occupied a room in the basement, the nurse usually slept in the nursery
with the children when they were babies, and the other female help
shared a room on the upper floor,

Changes in help were frequent, Only a few of the domestics remained
with the Tafts long enough to establish an identity. Louise Taft, her
letters reveal, probably contributed to this situation, as she worked
the girls hard and was a strict disciplinarian., Grandpa Taft, until his
death in 1867, supervised the hired man.

2. Louise Taft and Her Domestics, 1854-57

Soon after moving to Mt., Auburn in July 1851, the Tafts hired Owen
to help with the chores, On June 22, 1853, one year after Fanny's death,
a live-in maid was employed, and eight days later Owen quit and was re-
placed by Edward, an Irish boy. Some time before Alphonso's marriage to
Louise Torrey, a second girl was hired,’%

Louise Taft, on becoming mistress of the house in January 1854,
discovered that the hired girls did not have enough work to keep them
occupied. She, however, did not propose to assume any of their duties.
Crandma Taft had trained them to "think they must sew for us, so they
do some mending and whatever else we provide for them.” Louise accordingly
bought some cloth, and under her supervision they cut out and sewed
half a dozen pair of shorts for Charlie and Rossy. If she could find
a "real sweet girl who was a good cook, she would let one of them go,"73

On her return from Millbury in late September 1854, Louise continued
to experience the trials incidental to housekeeping--poor help. A new

74, P.R.T. Diaries, June 22 & 30, 1853, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series 1ll.

75. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Jan. 12, 1854, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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cogt. who promised well, was hired and reported for duty on October
2.

During her six-week illness that autumn, Louise discovered that
she had "an excellent second girl who does plain sewing pretty well,"
but she would have to "make an entire revolution in the kitchen as soon
as I am able to get into it," There had been friction with Grandma Taft,
and Louise was glad to find that her mother-in-law was “getting tired
of the care and L lonz to dismiss ner trom all share in it and take the
direction of it myself.” Her tirst task, on resuming her duty as mistress

of the house, would be to change help.’’

Louise Taft on December 3, 1854, took the offensive. She firedthe
Irish girl hired during the "emergency of my sickness,” who had been
unable to take "any responsibility about the cookinz or of doing the
washing & ironing with any thoroughness or dispatch." She had been
replaced by a Welsh lass, "who though making no great pretensions is
of the right material to encourage every effort to teach her." Her friends
had told her that the Welsh were the best help obtainable, and they com-
manded premium wages, "because they were scarce.” They were called "the
Yankees of Great Britain and seem more like our sort of folks" than
the other foreigners.

She and Alphonso had been on the lookout for a Welsh girl since
her return from Millbury, but they had almost given up in despair. The
new girl would be paid two dollars per week, and her board and room,
while the second girl continued to receive a dollar and a quarter a week,’8

Louise, at the end of three weeks, was congratulating herself on
her good help. The Welsh girl was a treasure, but the frequent
appearances of a "spruce young Welchman in the kitchen" raised fears
that they would soon lose her.’?

The Welsh girl worked for the Tafts until the second week of March
1855, one month after the birth of Samuel Davenport. When she left it
was to get married. Several days later, the little Irish girl quit, as

76, Delia Torrey to Samuel Torrey, Oct, 2, 1854, L.C. William
Howard Taft Papers, Series l.

77. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Nov, 26, 1854, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series L.

78. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Dec. 4, 1854, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series l.

79. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Dec. 24, 1854, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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she was unable to get along with the German domestic hired as a re-
placement for the Welsh lass. Reporting this development to her mother,
Mrs. Taft wrote, "We have now a German establishment throughout, a

man and two girls. They are very different from the Irish. I have

not seen enough of them to know if I like them better."

Although her baby was five weeks old, Louise had not resumed
charge of the housekeeping. . Her mother-in-law seemed to enjoy having
regained "full possession of the kitchen,"80

In late February 1856 the Tafts lost another cook. As she 'was
poor help " Mrs, Taft did not regret her departure. A new girl was
hired and reported on the 25th, but she stayed only a week, A new one
was expected that evening, and Louise confided to her mother, "I do
not mean to tolerate poor help as I have done, but to change till I
get one who is suitable.,”

Mary, the nurse, unlike the other domestics was invaluable. She
was as efficient in the kitchen as she was faithful to the baby, When
they visited Millbury that summer, they planned to bring "Aunt Mary,"8l

In the autumn of 1856 Louise Taft sought to save money by getting
along with one hired girl., To do so, she called on Susie Torrey, who
was spending the year with the Tafts, to help around the house. Mary
continued to be an excellent employee. Hrs. Taft, however, had had a
falling out with Mike, the hired man, because he would not help around
the house when there was nothing to do outside. 5he fired him, and he
went to work for their neighbors, the Bodmanns. He would not remain
there long, Louise wrote Delia, as he was already complaining of the
hard work, and Mr. Bodmann had told her that he was lazy.

A boy had been employed as Mike's replacement, and Louise sought
to "break him in to be of more use in the house." She found, however,
that like most men he was "sensitive about being made to do a woman's
work.," She was envious of Mrs. Perry, who had succeeded in "making
their man wash windows and scrub floors,"82

80. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, March l4, 1855, L.C.,
William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

Bl., Louise Taft to Mrs, Susan Torrey, Feb. 25 & March 2, 1856,
L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

82, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Nov, 10, 1856, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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3. The Domestic Situation at and after Willie's Birth

Mrs., Taft's help situation reached a crisis during the seven
weeks following Willie's birth., She had four different girls during
this period. Affairs in the kitchen had been chaotic. For the
past two weeks, she wrote Delia on November 8, 1857, they had had a
cook who was "wholly incompetent to do our work." She, however, trusted
that the crisis had passed with the reemployment of "Big Mary," who
had worked for them during the winter of 1B56-57. To secure her return,
Louise had been compelled to hire her sister,who had immigrated to the
United States in July, as a nurse girl, The latter had learned "to
do chamber work," and "possessed real tact and skill in care of the
baby." As Big Mary and her sister were reliable, Louise trusted her
help situation had been solved for the winter,33

She was mistaken., On January 2, 1858, Louise wrote Susie that
they had a new girl who equals Kate in "no respect but that of size,
where she goes beyond or rather above her, being a full head taller
than 1 am," Unlike most of her predecessors, she had been born in the
United States, and was 'better acquainted with housework than care of
children.” As vet, she had not relieved brs. Taft “much in the care
of Willie." But with school recessed for the Christmas holidays, Anna
Torrey, who was spending the year with the Tafts, was looking after
the baby.

The new girl did not have the fault common to "Americans of
feeling above her business, but is on quite too familiar terms with
the Irish and Dutech," With her, they had "rather a noisy and unruly
set in the kitchen," and Mrs, Taft was uncertain how long she would
tolerate this situation,84

Mrs, Taft and Willie spent most of the summer of 1858 in Millbury.
On returning to Mt, Auburn, her first task was to get the household
reorganized. The cook, she complained, was not all that was desired,
but she was smart emough and louise hoped "to train her to mind in
other things." Kate lcCormick, the nurse, had struck for higher wages,
and rather than fire her and hire ancther, lirs. Taft raised her salary
to $1.75 per week,83

83, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Nov, 8, 1857, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

84, Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, Jan, 2, 1858, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

85, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Sept. 26, 1858, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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Several weeks before Harry's birth in May 1859, Mrs. Taft made
a wise change in help. ©She hired a girl, old, homely and experienced
in the three essentials of cooking, washing, and ironing, Her second
girl was "rather green" but had the saving virtue of being fond of
children. She had left "a good place to come' with Mrs. Taft, because
she was desirous of being where there was a baby, She was devoted
to Willie and took pride in taking him for walks about the neighborhood.
She reported that people stopped her to inquire whose child he is, and
to "say he it the beautifullest boy they ever saw,'85

4., The Departure of a Favorite Nurse

Mrs, Taft still had servant problems in 1862, 5ix months after
the birth of Horace, she complained to Susie that she had been her own
cook for two weeks. She had two young girls, so there was no need for
her "doing a great deal in the kitchen," but she was "tempted to improve
the opportunity to practice a little in the cooking line."

She had made yeast bread, brown and white, biscuits, muffins,
etc. "to say nothing of butter, cheese, and fancy articles." Her efforts
had been successful, and Grandpa Taft had declared her bread better than
the baker's. Louise was pleased to have acquired the experience, and
confessed that she would never "submit to anything but good bread again."

One important development was that she had learned to manage the
big cooking range, and now knew when it was being properly cared for.
This would have future benefits in enabllng her to instruct the cook
on its mysteries, a7

losa, the childrens' nurse and companion for several years, was
discharged in the last week of January 1863, She hated to leave 60
Auburn Street, and pined for the baby more than the two older boys,
seeming to fear that without her, he would "suffer for want of care."
Mrs. Taft confessed that Horace was "more fond" of Rosa than of me.
He had been sleeping with Rosa and Harry lately,

When Rosa returned on Saturday, January 26, to get some of her
clothes, Mrs. Taft found "her in my room sobbing and crying over the
sleeping baby in the crib,"88

86, Louise Taft to Mrs, Susan Torrey, June 19, 1859, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

87. Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, June 15, 1862, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

88, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Feb. 1, 1863, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,
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5. The German Invasion

To replace Rosa in the nursery, Mrs, Taft hired a "large fine-
looking girl, a few months from the Vaterland, who speaks and understands
no English." Although "somewhat awkward and coarse-looking, as though
accustomed to labor," Frederika had "a fine head and face." She had
been well brought up and educated. She sang sweetly, wrote a pretty
German hand, and read well,

Another plus was her willingness to do hard work., Minuses were
her unhandiness with the children and the failure of Horace to take
to her., She was only 16, and Mrs. Taft paid her $1.50 per week, besides
providing board and room.'

A second girl, also from Germany, and not quite 16 was paid $1.25
per week and acted as the interpreter. Carolina was a perfect contrast
to Frederika, "homely as possible, small but bright and quick, and just
right to wait on Grandma and run up& downstairs." MNeither had lived
out before, and Mrs, Taft called them Rika and Lina for short,

Lina dressed and undressed Grandma, took care of the senior Tafts'
rooms, and carried up Grandma's meals. Lina, since she understood and
spoke English, slept in the nursery, ready to be called during the night.
Fortunately she was small enough to suffer no discomforture from sleeping
in the trundle bed, Willie and Harry were thus free to sleep together
in the large bed. Both girls were instructed to wash and dress in the
bathroom, as Mrs, Taft hoped "to keep the dressing arrangements distinct
and separate,"89

Mrs. Taft at this time also had a cook. In the months which followed,
Louise Taft and her children learned German from Rika and Lina, On
February 15, 1863, Mrs., Taft wrote Delia that Willie is "quite tractable,
and interested in learning (German) orally." Willie and Harry, however,
were not old "enough to make progress in reading, but they catch words
by sound." Harry could not be "tamed to any sort of application, but
he was ambitious to imitate and appears to know as much as Willie,"90

In June, Mr. Taft boasted to Delia, "As to the German, Louise and
the boys have to retain enough of their mother tongue to talk with me,
but they are making progress toward Germany." Horace had finally taken

89, Ibid. Rosa, soon after leaving the Tafts, was married to "a
young man from her old home in Ireland," Louise Taft to Delia Torrey,
Feb. 1864, L.C., William Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

90. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Feb, 15, 1863, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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to Rika and Lina, and understood German better than English, and his
friends would "have to acquire German if they would be on easy social
terms with him, "91

Rika remained with the Tafts for ten months. In October she became
discontented and left to take a job in the city. She was replaced by
a "nice looking Irish girl for upstairs works," Mrs, Taft hoped to
employ a "little girl" as a nurse for Horace.92

Louise Taft in late February 1864 employed "a new German nurse"
whom she liked very much.?3 She provided Delia with additional de-
tails of her new domestic arrangements on March 13. "Our old Margaret,
the stationary engine," continues to manage the kitchen. Margaret's
niece, "quite a nice girl," waited on Crandma Taft, worked upstairs, and
helped with the sewing. The German nurse, although she spoke little
English, got along well with Harry and Horace.

With this force to look after the house, it would free Mrs, Taft

to travel to Millbury for Susie's wedding and to say goodbye to Delia
and the Woods before they started for California.%%

6, The Domestics Come and Go

The Tafts in 1866 had a new cook, Mary, whose culinary arts did
not always satisfy Mrs, Taft. On Monday, March 19, Mary strained her
back lifting a boller off the cooking range. She was compelled to go
to bed, and Mrs, Taft expressed fears that "she may be sometime getting
over it." As Mrs. Taft was not enthusiastic with Mary's bread, she
again resolved to do her own baking, "so as to feel capable of giving
explicit directions."

Relaying this information to the Torreys, Louise explained, Mary
"seems to cook without any rule and is of course very variable, She seems
anxious to please and I may after a while make her understand how I
like things,"93

91. A.T. to Delia Torrey, June 7, 1863, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series 1.

92. Louise Taft to Susie Torrey, Oct, 25, 1863, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

93. Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, March 2, 1864, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

94, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, March 13, 1864, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,

95. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, March 25, 1866, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,
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The second girl, Katy, was a good worker, but she had a bad disposition,
and Mrs. Taft doubted she would ever like her,%6

Mrs, Taft in December 1866 wrote Delia that she had concluded that
“generalship" was her vocation. She had "such a large team to drive,"
it "takes all my time to keep them at work." At present, she had "two
smart girls, and I am trying to train them properly, and to control
my affairs more than I have done lately. But they don't relish being
watched & directed, and having a third girl [the nurse] complicates matters,
and I am sometimes distracted with my cares."

To add to her problems in this respect was the hired man, A
German boy, he did not "know enough to go in when it rains, and his
stupidity will make a perfect vixen of me."

Her seamstress had come for a second week while Mr. Taft was ill,
and she had devoted very little time to her, and “the amount of work
accomplished was far from satisfactory."97

Mary, who had been promoted to cook in the second week of September
1874, had "an attack of palpitations of the heart." This so alarmed
the Tafts that they sent for a doctor and priest., She took several l
days vacation to rest, and Mrs, Taft was left with only one girl. Re-
porting her problems to Delia, Mrs. Taft wrote, "I am trying to muster
courage to persuade her to get an easier place [to work|, and find two l
able-bodied girls, who will not be afraid of hard work."

E. Heating and Lighting the House

1. Fuel

The Tafts burned cocal to heat their house, storing it in the south-
west basement room, Alphonso bought his year's supply of coal in Sep-
tember and had it hauled out to 60 Auburn Street and stored. For ex-
ample on September 27, 1851, he purchased 100 bushels of coal from

Pomeroy for $10.99

96. 1Ibid.

97, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Dec. 10, 1866, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

98, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Sept. 13, 1874, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

99, P.R.T. Diaries, Sept. 27, 1851, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll.
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The winter of 1857-58 was unseasonably cold in Cincimnati, and the
Tafts, with a baby in the house, burned a lot of fuel. On September 28,
400 bushels were drayed out to Mt. Auburn and stored in the basement,
Within five months most of it had been consumed, and another 400 bushels
were brought out from the city,l00 1In October 1858 they, with another
winter approaching, bought $100 worth of coal.l0l

Coal was cheaper in the spring of 1874 then it had been for years.
To take advantage of this situation, Mr., Taft purchased a year's supply--
800 bushels, Mrs. Taft insisted that the coal be stored in the base-
ment, before she had the front rooms cleaned, The hired man's time was
so engrossed in carrying out this task that Mrs. Taft could not call
on him to take up or put down carpets. She "ventured to go over Sunday
with no carpet in the spare chamber," and as luck willed it, she "got
caught with company, 102

Judge Taft frequently bought his coal in carload lots, On July
13, 1881, he purchased from Consclidated Coal & Mining Co. $277.95 worth
of coal for delivery to his home. The fuel purchased included 14,5590
tons of Grate Anthracite, 10.25 tons of Camp Creek, and 7.145 tons
of National Anthracite,l03

2, Heating Stoves and Kitchen Ranges

While the parlor, library, etc., had fireplaces, most of the
bedrooms (chambers) were heated during the winter by stoves. Information
about the stoves has been gleaned from family letters, diaries, and
account books., In mid-December 1854 the temperature dropped below 20
degrees, and water froze in Delia's room. Delia wrote her father, "Tell
Anna that I sleep very cold without my bedfellow and a bottle of warm
water has to supply her place."104

100. Peter R, Taft Diaries, Sept., 28, 1857, & Feb, 6, 1858, L.C.,
William Howard Taft Papers, Series ll.

101, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Oct. 1858, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1,

102, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, May 4, 1874, L.C,, William Howard
Taft Papers, Series 1.

103. Consolidated Coal & Mining Co. to A.T., July 13, 1881, "Bills
Paid by A. Taft, Oct. 1875-May 1882," WHTMA,

104, Delia Torrey to Samuel Torrey, Dec. L5, 1854, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.
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With the advent of cold weather, 'Grandpa Taft took his stove out
of storage and put it up in "our room," The boiler soon commenced leaking,
and on February 13, 1855, he had a new one "put in our stove."105 Before
the end of March, the stove's heater was leaking, and it had to be replaced
at a cost of $12.2L‘I.mG

On October 9, 1857, the Tafts, having purchased a new coal stove,
had it put up in the kitchen, Grandpa on the same day repaired one
of the basement windows,l07

Louise Taft, in the autumn of 1858, had the new stove purchased by
her husband put up in their bedroom. Their old stove was positioned
in Anna's room. The fire in the Tafts' chamber, along with the one
in the dining room, kept the rear of the house more “cheerful and com-
fortable" than heretofore during the cold months, 108

The Tafts in September 1859 bought a new kitchen range from Blunt,
who took three days to remove the old one and set up the new model, 109

On November 10, 1859, with approach of winter, Grandpa Taft took
out of storage and positioned in the rooms occupied by him and his wife
their heating stove.ll0 Four years later, he noted in his diary that he
had "mended" the flue in the nursery.lll

Mrs. Taft in mid-November 1864 commenced autumn housecleaning. The
mosquito bars and other "summer items" were taken down and stored. She

105. Peter R. Taft Diaries, Dec. 27, 1854, & Feb. 13, 1855, L.C.,
William Howard Taft Papers, Series ll.

106. 1Ibid,, March 24 & April 17, 1855, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll; Peter R. Taft Account Book, 1850-1861, WHTMA.

107. Peter R, Taft Diaries, Oct. 9, 1857, L.C., William Howard
Taft Papers, Series, ll.

108, Louise Taft to Delia Torrey, Oct. 1858, and undated, L.C.,
William Howard Taft, Series l.

109, P.R.T. Diaries, Sept. 1-3, 1859, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll.

110, P.R.T. Diaries, Wov. 10, 1859, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll.

111, P.R.T. Diaries, Dec. 7, 1863, L.C., William Howard Taft
Papers, Series ll.
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had the dining room stove taken out of storage, flaked, and set up. This
made that room "so much more comfortable and cheerful" that she regretted
not having it done earlier,ll2

The Tafts in the autumn of 1864 installed a gas stove in the basement
billiard room, Mrs, Taft was delighted, because it was no trouble and
heated the room in a few minutes,ll3

Grandpa Taft in September 1865 paid 517 for a new stove for his
room, A grate and fire bricks for this stove cost an additional $2.60.1l4

3. Central Heating

Louise Taft found the Cincinnati winters cold and damp, and she
threatened to move south. She was excited to learn that her parents
back in Millbury were thinking of getting a furnace. The subject of warm-
ing houses by steam had-been a frequent topic on Mt. Auburn during the
winter of 1856-57, Hot air furnaces had not found much favor, because
they did not operate efficiently on bituminous coal. The flues became
clogged by soot and had to be frequently cleaned. Hr. llitchell's new
house was heated by steam, and Yr. Taft had teld Louise that he might
install a similar system, if their neighbor had neo complaints.ll

Mr. Taft, however, determined not to experiment with central heating
at this time. Seven years later, after Charlie had graduated from Yale
and the installation of gas for lighting, Mrs. Taft and her eldest step-
son undertook a campaign to prevail on Mr, Taft to get a furnace, so
the house ''can be made comfortable all over without keeping the doors
shut," Opening the doors from the parler and library inte a cold hall
was ''something of an exposure" after a winter's evening of dancing or
euchre,116

Their arguments were resisted at first, but in the end Alphonso
capitulated. By the winter of 1866-67 the family had central heating.

112. Louise Taft to Mrs. Susan Torrey, Nov. 16, 1864, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series l.

113. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, Dec. 25, 1864, L.C,, William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1. ;

114. P,R.T. Account Book, 1850-1866, WHTMA.

115. Louise Taft to Samuel Torrey, Feb. 1, 1857, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1.

116. Louise Taft to Anna Torrey, Dec. 25, 1864, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1,
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4, Lighting the House with Cas

City gas mains were laid along Auburn Street in April 1861, but
the Tafts did not take advantage of this service for several years,ll7
The acquisition of the billiard table and the outfitting of the basement
billiard room in 1864 finally induced Mr, Taft to bring gas into 60
Auburn Street. Mrs. Taft for several years had urged her husband to
make this improvement, MNow Charlie came to his step-mother's aid, telling
his father there "was no use in waiting'" until the spring of 18635, as
he had suggested to his wife., Charlie cinched the discussion by pointing
out how much more pleasant the billiard room would be with gas lights,
"From this modest beginning we rushed to the full idea of spending three
or four hundred dollars to put gas in the house & in every room of it,"

Mr. Taft reported.

Chandeliers were selected, and a contractor brought in at the end
of August, On September 4, 1864, Mrs. Taft wrote Delia, "Our house is
now in an admirable state of confusion--fibre carpets up, and beards
taken up in every floor upstairs," Relaying this information to the
Torreys, Mr. Taft wrote, "We shall look more cheerful than we have ever
done before, as we are getting old, and it is necessary to bring in
all the aids to cheerfulness and youthful gaiety."ll8

F. TeleEhane

Judge Taft on March 1, 1881, contracted with City & Suburban
Telegraph Association for installation of telephone service into
his home. The cost for this service was $60 per year,l119

117. P.R.T. Diaries, April 14-24, 1861, L.C., William Howard Taft
Fapers, Series ll.

118. A.T. to Anna Torrey, Sept. 3, 1864; Louise Taft to Delia
Torrey, Sept. 4, 1864; P.R.T. Diaries, Aug. 31, 1864, L.C., William
Howard Taft Papers, Series 1 & ll.

119. Taft to City & Suburban Telephone Associatiom, March 1, 1881,
"Bills Paid by A, Taft, Oct. 1875-May 1882," WHTMA.
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APPENDIX A

Residents of the Taft Home, 1851-1940

Residents of Home om July 2, 1851

Alphonso and Fanny Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Residents of Home on July 1, 1852

Alphonso Taft (a widower)

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Owen (the hired man)

Residents of Home on July 1, 1853

Alphonso Taft (a widower)

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

An unidentified maid

Edward (an Irishman--the hired man)

Residents of Home on October 2, 1854

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Delia Torrey

Charles (hired man)

An unidentified cook

Two unidentified hired Irish girls

Residents of Home én April 30, 1855
Alphonso and Louise Taft
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Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Samuel Davenport Taft

Delia Torrey

Two unidentified hired girls (Germans)
One hired man (Cerman)

Residents of Home on July 1, 1856

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Susan Torrey

Aunt Mary (a servant)

One unidentified hired girl

Mike (the hired man)

Residents of Home in November 1857

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Howard Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Tatt

William Howard Taft

Anna Torrey

"Big Mary,™ the cook

"Big Mary's sister," a nurse

An unidentified hired man

Residents of Home on October 1, 1858

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
William Howard Taft

Anna Torrey

Kate McCormick (a nurse)

An unidentified cook

An unidentified hired man

Reslidents of Home on October 1, 1859

Alphonso and Louise Taft
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Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Mrs. Susan Torrey (house guest)
Anna Torrey

An unidentified cook

An unidentified nurse

Dan (the hired man)

Charles Phelps Taft (at Andover)

Residents at Home on June 30, 1860

Name Age Occupation
Alphonso Taft 49  Attorney
Louise Taft 32 Housewife
Peter Rawson Taft 78 Gentleman
Sylvia Howard Taft 68

Charles P, Taft 16 Student
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft 14 Student
William Howard Taft 2

Henry Waters Taft L

Anna Torrey 19

Margaret Mulligan 28 cook
Rosa Mulligan 20 nurse
Edward Mulligan 22  hired man

Residents at Home on October 1, 1861

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
William Howsrd Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Rosa Mulligan (nurse)

An unidentified maid

An unidentified hired man
Charles Phelps Taft (at Yale)

Residents at Home on October 15, 1862

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
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Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Rosa Mulligan (nurse)

Two unidentified girls

An unidentified hired man
Charles Phelps Taft (at Yale)

Residents at Home on September 15, 1863

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Mrs, Susan Torrey (house guest)
Fredercka (nurse)

Carolina (maid)

An unidentified cook

Ben (hired man)

Charles Phelps Taft (at Yale)
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (at Yale)

Residents at Home on September 15, 1864

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft
William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Duttom Taft

Margaret (the cook)
Margaret's neice (a maid)

An unidentified German nurse
An unidentified hired man
Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (at Yale)

Residents of Home on September 15, 1865

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson and Sylvia Taft

William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Three unidéntified female servants (one a cook)
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An unidentified hired man
Charles Phelps Taft (at Columbia)
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (at Yale)

Residents of Home on September 15, 1866

Alphonso amd Louise Taft
Peter Rawson Taft
Charles FPhelps Taft
William Howard Taft
Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Mary (a cook)

Mary Ann (a nurse)

Katy (a maid)

John (a hired man)
Madison (grandpa's nurse)
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (at Yale)

Residents of Home on September 15, 1867

Alphonso and Louise Taft

William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Two unidentified female servants

An unidentified nurse

An unidentified hired man

Charles Phelps Taft (in Europe)

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Tatt (in Europe)

Residents of Home on September 15, 1868

Alphonso and Louise Taft

William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Duttom Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Two unidentified female servants

An unidentified nurse

An unidentified hired man

Charles Phelps Taft (in Europe)

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (in Europe)
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Residents of Home on September 15, 1869

Anna Torrey

William Howard Taft
Henry Waters Taft
Horace Dutton Taft
Fanny Louise Taft
Rosa (a servant)
Mary (a servant)
Mike (the hired man)

Alphonso and Louise Taft (in Europe)
Charles Phelps Taft (in Burope)
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (in Europe)

Residents of Home in June 1870

Value of Value of
Real Personal

Name Age Sex Occupation _Estate Estate
Alphonso Taft 59 M Judge of $56,920 § 3,630
Superior
Court
Louise Taft 42 F Keeping
house
Charles P. Taft 26 M Attorney
wWilliam H. Taft 12 M Student
Henry W. Taft 11 M Student
Horace D. Taft 8 M Student
Fanny L. Taft 4 F
Mary Farrell 30 F Servant
Mary Conner 23 F Servant
John McGrath 19 M Hired man
Peter R. (Rossy) Taft 24 N Law (in Europe)

Student

Residents at Home on September 15, 1871

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Charles P. Taft

William Howard Taft
Henry W. Taft

Horace D, Taft

Fanny L. Taft
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Two unidentified female servants
An unidentified hired man
Peter R. (Rossy) Taft (in Europe)

Residents at Home on September L5, 1872

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Charles P. Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
William Howard Taft

Henry W. Taft

Horace D. Taft

Fanny L. Taft

Two unidentified female servants
An unidentified hirgd man

Residents at Home on September 15, 1873

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Charles Phelps Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Tatt
William Howard Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Two unidentified female servants
An unidentified hired man

Residents at Home on September 15, 1874

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Mary (a cook)

An unidentified maid

An unidentified hired man

Charles Phelps Taft was married on December &, 1873,
and had a home of his own,

William Howard Taft (at Yale)

Residents at Home on September 15, 1875

Alphonso and Louise Taft
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Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft

Henry Waters Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Two unidentified female servants
An unidentified hired man
William Howard Taft (at Yale)

Residents of Home on July 31, 1876

Mrs. Mary C, Wilbur had leased the Home for one year.

Residents of the Home on July 31, 1877

Alphonso and Louise Taft

William Howard Taft (on vacation from Yale)

Henry Waters Taft (on vacation from Yale)

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Loulse Taft

Two unidentified female servants

Robert (hired man)

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft had married Matilda Hulbert in 1876

Residents of the Home on September 15, 1878

Alphonse and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (separated from his wife)
William Howard Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Several female servants

An unidentified hired man

Henry Waters Taft (at Yale)

Residents of the Home on September 15, 1879

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft (separated from his wife)
William Howard Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Several female servants

An unidentified hired man

Henry Waters Taft (at Yale)

208




Residents of the Home June 10, 1880:

liame Sex Age  Occupation Where Born
Alphonso Taft M 69 Lawyer Vermont
Louise Taft F 52 Keeping liouse rmassachusetts
Peter R. Taft M 34 Lawyer Ohic
William lloward Taft M 22 Lawyer COhio
Henry Y. Taft 0 21 At College hio
lforace D. Taft Tl 18 At College Ohio
Fanny L. Taft F 14 Chio
tiary C'Connell F 30 Servant lreland
Mary Vale F 28 Servant Ireland
tary Devany F 29 Servant Ireland

Residents of /iome on September 15, 1881:

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Feter Hawson (Rossy) Taft

William 1oward Taft

Fanny Louise ‘laft

Several female servants

An unidentified hired man

tHenry Waters laft (living in wew York City)
Horace D). ‘laft (at school)

The Herman Goeppers leased and occupied the Home from October 10, 1882,
until October 10, 1885,

Residents of liome on wovember 1, 1l885:

Alphonso and Louise raft
Peter Rawson (Hossy) laft
William Howard ‘ratt
Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

riiss Clarke (hired girl)
Nelson (hired man)

Residents of !'lome on Movember 15, 1886:

Alphonso and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
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William Howard and Nellie Taft
Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Several unidentified female servants
Nelson (hired man)

Residents of the Home on September 15, 1887

Alphonso and Louise Taft

Peter Rawson (Roasy) Taft

Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Several unidentified female servants
Nelson (hired man)

Residents of the Home on September 15, 1888

Alphonse and Louise Taft
Peter Rawson (Rossy) Taft
Horace Dutton Taft

Fanny Louise Taft

Agnes (servant)

Nelson (hired man)

The N. B. Sweitzers had rented and were living in the house
on September 15, 1889.

The Dickinsons had rented and were living in the house on
September 15, 1890,

The Leopold Markbreits leased and lived in the home from
April 1, 1891, to April 1, 1896.

The H. G. Hunnewills leased and lived in the home from April
1, 1896, to June 1899,

Judge Albert C. Thompson and his family owned and lived in
the house from June 1899 to 1912.

Col. E. H. Ruffner and his family owned and lived in the home
from 1912 to May 1937.

Mrs. L. K. DeBus owned the property from May 1937 to April 1940.
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Manuscript Materials

The papers of William Howard Taft, numbering about a milliomn
items, document Taft's long career as a public servant, his child-
hood, and his life prior to his appointment as United States Solic-
itor General in 1890, They also include the papers of his father,
mother, and paternal grandfather, and the letters the Tafts exchanged
with Samuel and Susan Torrey and their daughters.

In 1919 William Howard Taft placed the first installment, the
main body of the subject papers, in the Library of Congress and inmn
later years he made substantial additions to the collection. The
Library of Congress secured legal title to Taft's papers in 1952,
when his heirs signed a deed of gift terminating the deposit status
of the papers which had been in effect for more than 30 years.

l The Taft Papers are divided into 25 series. Of these only three
pertain to the years in which the Tafts lived at 60 Auburn Street

. (2038 Auburn Avenue). The relevant series are: "Series 1. Family
Correspondence and Related Item. 1805-1929. 39 boxes." Documents
on file in this serles consists of correspondence exchanged among
various members of the Taft and Torrey families. This series is a

l gold mine of information on the Mt. Auburn years. "Series 2. William
Howard Taft--Helen Herron Taft Correspondence. 1882-1929, 17 boxes."
This entry includes the correspondence between Taft and his wife.

l A number of items refer to the family and life at 60 Auburm Street.
"Series 11. Family Diaries. 1835-1930, 30 volumes." Found in this
entry are a number of personal diaries. Especially valuable in the

' preparation of this report were the Peter Rawson Taft diaries.

The William Howard Taft Memorial Association has a number of
letter books and journals that belonged to Peter Rawson Taft and
Alphonso Taft. These items, especially "Bills Paid by Alphonso Taft,
October 1875-May 1882," provide important data on the structural
history of the house and its furnishings. This record group is cur-

rently in storage but will scon be placed on deposit with the Cincinmati
Historical Society.
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PLATE 1

View of Taft Home from west side of Auburn Street,
with Louise Taft and her children posed on front
lawn. The boy standing at the fence is said to be
William Howard Taft. Courtesy William Howard Taft
NHS .,







PLATE II

The Taft Boys and their pony at the carriage-
house. William is holding the pony. Courtesy
William Howard Taft NHS.
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PLATE III

Peter Rawson Taft, from an original
painting, circa 1857, Courtesy William

Howard Taft NHS,







PLATE IV

Alphonso Taft, circa 1860, Courtesy
William Howard Taft NHS.
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PLATE V

Louise Taft, circa 1853. Courtesy
William Howard Taft NHS.










