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Treatment Recommendations 

T1. HS-04 1/1 double-hung windows at the first floor and 4/4 double-hung windows at 

the second floor. Red arrow points to Window 106, which is difficult to see in the 

photographs. (Detail WICA 4277) 

T2. Elevation of a Marvin Ultimate Clad window at Window 102 location. 

T3. Figure T3. Jamb detail of a Marvin Ultimate Clad window at Window 102 location. 

The goal would be to preserve the historic interior sill, jambs and trim. Exterior trim 

may be replaced in kind. The exterior trim has a 3/16-inch bead.  

T4. Elevation of a Marvin Ultimate Clad outswing casement window at Window 106 

location. Because this window opening is not well documented, this is a proposed 

window infill design. 

T5. Jamb detail of a Marvin Ultimate Clad casement window at Window 106 location. 
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Introduction 
Volume I of the Wind Cave National Park Historic Housing Area Historic Structures Report 

(HSR) covers the history of the development of the park and the historic housing area. This 

individual Volume III is to serve as a guide for the future caretaking of this significant property, 

HS-04 Fire Office Building. This volume focuses on the individual history, review of existing 

conditions and treatment recommendations unique to HS-04.  

 

The one-and-one-half story HS-04 building was originally built in 1905 as the superintendent’s 

residence, overlooking the historic cave entrance. The 3,200 square foot building has 

undergone several major renovations and expansions. The building currently serves as the Fire 

Office for the park. HS-04 retains a significant amount of exterior integrity and some interior 

finishes dating to the period of significance (1928 – 1942). The building is visible from the public 

right of way and the exterior should be preserved in its current condition to the extent possible. 

 

The shell of the HS-04 is in overall good condition, having been very well maintained for the last 

110 years. Raised grade along the side of the addition is causing deterioration of the stucco 

exterior. The original wood windows are missing throughout the building and require 

replacement to assist with energy efficiency. Suspect hazardous materials have been located in 

the house which will require investigation and abatement. The existing HVAC system is not 

adequately heating or cooling the building and the overall office space is ready for a major 

rehabilitation.   

 

With the ultimate treatment recommendation to Rehabilitate the building, great care shall be 

taken to rehabilitate the building and accommodate for the needs of the 21st century office 

space, while preserving the house’s most significant features. 

 

 

Significant Features  
Care should be taken to preserve the following significant historic features routine maintenance 

and through future rehabilitation projects.  

 

Exterior: 
� Site – The building is located on a hill, northwest of the Administration Building, and is 

set into the gently sloping hillside. 
� Massing – The U-shape plan and 1 ½ story massing with hipped and gable roofs. 
� Roofline – Hipped and gable roofs. 
� Basic Footprint – U-shape 
� Porches – Front stone terrace with battered walls and stone steps. Decorative gabled 

hood over dormitory entrance. 
� Stonework—Native stone laid in a random ashlar pattern. 
� Chimneys – Native stone central chimney and west chimney. 
� Stucco – Spanish stucco exterior walls. 
� Gable – Wood horizontal siding with louver.  

� Trim – Wood cornice, typical throughout historic housing area. 

� Patterns of fenestration – Original window and door openings.  
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� Windows - Only original window sash remain in dormitory addition, basement, and the 

north attic gable. Original wood window trim and sills remain at most locations. 

� Doors – Front doors and back doors. Basement bulkhead door. 
 
Interior: 

� Doors – Original doors and hardware 
� Millwork, including built-in cabinets (dining room and back hall), door and window trim, 

baseboards  
� Stair – Winding Stair 110. 
� Plaster wall and ceiling finishes 
� Historic flooring – Wood floors in dormitory. Flooring in remainder of building unknown. 
� Fireplace and mantel in Room 100 
� Light Fixtures in Dormitory 112 and Wall Sconce in Bathroom 111. 
� Plan and room layout (First floor living areas and Bedroom 109 most important. Kitchens 

and baths have all been altered.) 
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History and Significance of HS-04    
Note: See Volume One for a full bibliography and additional information about the early 

development of the Historic Housing Area of Wind Cave National Park. 

 

At the core of HS-04, now known as the Fire Office, is the original superintendent’s residence 

for Wind Cave National Park, and the first building constructed specifically for park use in 1905. 

The original residence was a four-room cottage with stone walls and an open wrap-around front 

porch (Figures 4 and 5).  It was constructed for William Rankin, the first Superintendent of Wind 

Cave National Park.1 As was often the case in the early years of the park’s existence, funds for 

new construction were limited. Rankin’s successor as Superintendent later wrote:  

An inspector came out from Washington in 1909 and was amazed to see the stone 

residence, since no appropriation had been made available. I think he left still 

wondering how it was built. The answer was; an appropriation of stone for bridge 

abutments furnished the stone, quarried on the Park, and labor for road work and 

cave improvements took care of the rest. It took figuring in those even if the dollar 

was worth more. 2  

 

The stone cottage was the only residence at the park for many years, and at times the 

superintendent and his family shared the house with other staff members. In 1918, a small 

frame addition was constructed that added two rooms and a bathroom, presumably for staff and 

guests and the small gabled dormer on the front of the house was changed into a large shed 

dormer, accommodating a much larger space on the second floor (Figures 8 and 9). The 

building continued to house all park staff members until 1924 when HS-05 was built to serve as 

a ranger cabin.3 A small two car garage was added to the southeast corner of the building in 

1932.4  

 

In 1934, a new Superintendent’s Residence (HS-03) was constructed, and plans got underway 

to remodel this building to serve as a ‘'Rangers Mess and Recreation Building."5  Plans for the 

two phases of remodeling were drawn by the National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design 

in 1935 and 1936. The 1935 drawings show interior changes to create a more open floorplan, 

as well as extensive exterior alterations designed to bring the exterior styling into compliance 

with the design scheme used on other park buildings. The roof lines changed from the large 

shed dormer and hipped roofs to having gabled roofs and the eave overhangs were removed. 

The porch was removed and a large stone terrace with battered walls was constructed along the 

                                                
1 Kenneth W. Karsmizki, 1995, “Wind Cave National Park Multiple Property Submission,” National 
Register of Historic Places, accessed 2-2015, http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/nrhp/text/64500591.PDF: 
31. 
2 Letter written to then-Superintendent Semingsen ca. 1953, by former superintendent Rufus J. Pilcher. 
Wind Cave National Park Historical Files: Years of Growth 1931-1946, Box 2.F22. South Dakota: Wind 
Cave National Park Library.  
3 1924 Superintendent’s Annual Report, Wind Cave National Park. (Copy on file at the WICA Library.) 
Hereafter referred to by year as WICA Superintendent’s Report. 
4 January 19, 1932 Superintendent’s Monthly Report, Wind Cave National Park. (Copy on file at the WICA 
Library). Hereafter referred to by month and year as WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report. 
5 List of Classified Structures. 
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front of the building (Figures 20 and 21). The 1936 drawings show plans for a large dormitory 

addition to the southwest corner; that addition required removal of one of the two rooms that 

had been added in 1918.6 The two car garage appears to have been removed about the same 

time those additions were completed (Figure 24). Much of the labor for the remodeling project 

was supplied by CCC workers.  

 

The building served as the Ranger’s Club House into the last quarter of the 20th century, and in 

2000, it was converted to office space for the Northern Great Plains Fire Office. Neither of those 

functions required significant exterior alterations, and it looks today much as it did in the late 

1930s. It is significant as the first building to be constructed at Wind Cave National Park and for 

its long tenure as staff housing.  

 

 

 

Figure 1. Table of Previous Titles. 

                                                
6 Appendix A, HS-04, WICA_108_3023_ [id278474]. 

Current Title:  HS-04  Fire Office  

FMSS Asset Number 27954 

LCS ID 010741 

Previous Name Date of 

Name 

Source of Name and Notes 

Superintendent’s Residence ca. 1905 Plans, Superintendent’s 

Reports 

Old Superintendent’s 

Residence 

1936 Superintendent’s Reports 

Ranger’s Club  

House 

1937 Superintendent’s Reports, 

Ranger’s Manuals 

Superintendent’s Old 

Residence 

1940 1940 Master Plan  

Q-04 ca. 1949-

2000s 

Maintenance Department 

Files 

Residence and Dorm. 1963 1963 Site Plan 

Residence-dormitory (Old 

Superintendent’s) #4 

1976 Classified Structure Field 

Inventory Report 

Superintendent’s Cottage 

(HS-4) 

1995 National Register Nomination 

Old Superintendent’s 

Residence 1905 

1988 1988 Resource Management 

Plan 

Fire Office Building 2000 Current WICA Staff, LCS 

H-B-04 Superintendent’s 

Cottage (HS-4) 

2005 Cultural Landscape Report 
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Figure 2. Location Map. 
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Timeline of Major Events and Alterations.  
Historic Primary Function Use: Single Family Dwelling “superintendent’s cottage”  

Current Primary Function and Use: Government Office 

 

1905, ca.  

Built as superintendent’s cottage overlooking the area of the historic cave entrance. 

(Note that various sources cite the construction date as 1904, 1905 and 1906. [List of Classified 

Structures.; Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1910 

Management records put this as the construction date, with an original cost of $5,418.14. Other 

sources clearly show it was built earlier. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

Stone wall and sidewalk built in front of HS-04. [1910 WICA Annual Superintendent’s Report.]  

 

1915  

Superintendent’s office and other rooms in HS-04 painted. Annual report notes that the upstairs 

portion of the house was still unfinished. [1915 WICA Annual Superintendent’s Report.]  

 

1918 

Two-room and bathroom addition, plus hot air heating, closet, lavatory and bath. (Larger front 

dormer may have been added then as well.) [1918 WICA Annual Superintendent’s Report.]  

 

1929 

Property file lists remodel. [Karsmizki, “Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.42.]  

 

1931 

Master Plan of WICA shows building with central rectangular core, a small addition (which 

corresponds to hip roof addition and a rectangular garage addition,) and masonry wall adjacent 

to the road in front of building and walkways around the residence. [Karsmizki, “Administrative 

and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.36] 

 

1932 

January 19, 1932. Work started on a new two car garage at the rear of the superintendent’s 

residence. Frame, “sealed inside with metal lath and stucco outside.” [Jan. 19, 1932 WICA 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report. See WICA Museum Collection #4421, Figure 9.] 

 

1933 

June 1933. Superintendent monthly report indicates part of the Information center was adapted 

for use as the Superintendent’s Office, “making available the old residence (HS-04) formerly 

used as superintendent’s office for a permanent employee. The old residence was then 

improved by putting in hot and cold water, sink, and kitchen cabinet.” [June, 1933 WICA 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report.] 
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1934 

"Master Plan indicates an intent to remodel the building to serve as a 'Rangers Mess and 

Recreation Building." [List of Classified Structures.] 

 

1935 

March 8, 1935. Plans completed for remodeling of Old Superintendent’s Residence (HS-04). 

Plans were drawn by “G.W.N.” of the National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design, 

recommended by W.G. Carnes, Acting Chief Architect, 3/19/1935, and approved by Arno B. 

Camerer, Director 4/8/1935. [Appendix A.] 

 

May 1935. Project 6: Remodeling old superintendent’s residence: living room enlarged by 

“removing a partition and installing French doors between the living and dining rooms.”  Plans 

also indicate roofline and two-room addition of 1918 were reconfigured as part of that project. 

Superintendent report notes that the building would be cleaned up and readied for summer 

rangers, with the work to be completed in the fall. [June, 1935 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly 

Report.] 

 

The new design has been attributed to National Park Service architect, Howard Baker, per the 

List of Classified Structures report, to "make structure blend with the overall design for the Wind 

Cave headquarters area."  No further evidence that Baker was directly involved in the design 

work has been found. [List of Classified Structures.] 

 

November 1935. HS-04 Project 6: Remodeling old superintendent’s residence: one new 

chimney constructed from basement through roof, with stone top. Two other chimneys “were 

removed from the top of the roof line and replaced with stone tops to conform to the general 

architectural schemes of the park headquarters.” [December, 1935 WICA Superintendent’s 

Monthly Report.] 

 

1936.  

Property file notes “dormitory wing was added, the porch torn off and terrace added.” Oak floors 

in dormitory, dining room and living room were installed. Wooden shingles used on building. 

[Karsmizki, “Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.37;]; Maintenance report 

references drawing #WC-3023 for dormitory addition and removal of porch. [Maintenance 

Department Files.]  

 

March 28, 1936. Plans completed for dormitory addition to “Old Superintendent’s Residence” 

(HS-04). Plans appear to have been drawn by “G.W.N.” of the National Park Service Branch of 

Plans and Design. They were recommended by W. G. Carnes, Acting Chief Architect, 

4/25/1936, and approved by Arno B. Camerer, Director on 5/15/1936. [Appendix A.] 

 

March - November 1936. Remodeling old superintendent’s residence: removal of “large flat-

decked dormer roof” replaced with gable dormer. Hip roofs at both ends were replaced with 

similar style of other headquarters buildings, “all overhanging eaves being removed.”  Roof 

removed on long porches of HS-04. [1936 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Reports.]  
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October 1936. Stone terrace and stairs at road in front of Rangers club house completed in 

accordance with Master Plan. Initial coat of stucco applied. Guest room bath plumbing roughed 

in. [October, 1936 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report.] 

 

November 1936. “A small crew worked most of the month on the addition to the ranger’s 

clubhouse, placing a stone foundation and starting the framework. Most of the old stonework 

around the entire building was veneered with new stone to make this structure conform in 

general appearance with other buildings in this area.”  The veneering was completed in 

December 1936. [November and December, 1936 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Reports.] 

 

1937 

January 1937. [ECW] crew worked entire month on dormitory addition for Rangers Club House. 

(HS-04) Interior lath, some exterior 1x12 lap siding on gable ends and metal lath for stucco. 

Also, wall construction (partitioning), lath installation and rough plumbing for the bathroom. 

[February, 1937 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report.] 

 

March 1937. Ranger’s club house work during month: “Tinting the walls and ceiling of the 

dormitory room,” installation of finish woodwork and lighting fixtures in dormitory, guest room 

and guest bath, old fireplace removed and new fireplace built (furnace chimney built in with 

fireplace chimney), application of exterior stucco and hanging of downspouts. Completion of 

basement excavation and installation of furnace. [March, 1937 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly 

Report.] 

 

April 30, 1937. Remodeling of HS-04 Completed, per note on plans. [Appendix A.] 

 

November 1937. Removal of [retaining] wall and sloping of the front bank. [April, 1937 WICA 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report.] 

 

1938  

Ranger’s manual on file at the park describes the “Ranger’s Clubhouse” (HS-04) as “the oldest 

building in the park. It was built in 1906 of native stone, and for many years was used as the 

superintendent’s residence. It has recently been extensively remodeled and is now used 

exclusively as a summer home for rangers.” [“1938 Ranger’s Manual,” Located at WICA library.]  

 

April 1938. Sod installed around ranger’s club house. [May, 1938 WICA Superintendent’s 

Monthly Report.] 

 

1939  

Master Plan shows garage removed and proposed addition from 1937 built. Terrace present. 

[Karsmizki, “Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination”, 7.37.] 

 

1949 

Value $25,950.00 [Maintenance Department Files.] 
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1951 

June. Modernized Piping - replaced hot water heating, repaired electrical wiring. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1952 

Windows replaced. [Karsmizki, “Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.42.] 

Insulation installed in the walls and attic. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1953 

July (recorded.)  Electrical wiring repair completed. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1957 

Redecorate interior, paint exterior, replaced wiring, new stove and refrigerator. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1959 

August- November. Repair loose bath tile, Shower stall rehab, shower stall rehab. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1969 

August. Paint Stucco. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1974 

June. Rewired; Oct. Reshingled. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1978 

December. Kitchen cupboards, counter and ceiling tiles. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1979 

February. Flooring. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1980-81 

Storm doors and windows, solar hot water. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1982  

August 20, 1982. Removal of existing wood shingle and reroofed with asphalt shingles. Direct 

cost $3921.69. (Recorded 23 Apr 1987)  [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1983 

May - June. Refinish floor, repair cracks, paint, new kitchen cupboards, counter [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 
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1985 

August 23, 1985. Old 2 wire system removed, installed new wiring, grounding, entrance to 

weather head, panels and baseboard electric heaters. Clint's Electric. Direct Cost $6,666.33. 

(Recorded May 30, 1986.) [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1986 

July. Building transferred from G.L. acct. 210 General Buildings to G.L. acct. 215 Historical 

Buildings. (Recorded 16 Apr 1987.) [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1987 

January 20, 1987. Construction of 2 bedrooms, 2 closets, hallway and staircase. Direct cost 

$11,475.00. (Recorded 23 Nov 1987.)  This was probably work at the second floor; MR files 

include photos of a staircase and newly finished attic room. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

June 29, 1987. Installation of bath vanity and 30" marble top. Direct cost $189.00. (Recorded 23 

Nov 1987) [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1988 

February 22, 1988. Construct 2 bedrooms, closet hallway and staircase. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

February 24, 1988. Carpet Installed. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1991 

March 20, 1991. Install wood/coal furnace. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

April 22, 1991. Carpet Installation 

 

1993 

Tested for Lead Based Paint. Exterior painted. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

October 1, 1993. Structure Ultimate Treatment (UT): Restoration. Not approved, Not completed 

[List of Classified Structures.] 

 

October 25, 1993. Prepare and Paint/Stain exterior surfaces of Quarters #4. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1997 

September 9, 1997. Operation Plan for Lead Abatement in A-04. To abate the lead paint found 

several years ago…Plaster walls…will be encapsulation. Doors, door trim, window trim and 

baseboard will be stripped off site by a private firm. Stripped wood will be returned to its original 

finish of walnut stain and polyurethane before being reinstalled. Other upgrades…new linoleum 

in kitchen, lights, ceiling fan and other electrical upgrades, refinish exterior of front door.  

Photographs show a wall in the kitchen to be removed and stairs to basement to be rebuilt. 

[Maintenance Department Files.] 
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Replaced trim around built in cabinets and front door. Photographs in maintenance file. 

[Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2000 FY 

Became Northern Great Plains Fire Office. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

July 2000. Re-roof with asphalt shingles and gutters and downspouts. (Contract P150500025A) 

[Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2006 

May 4, 2006. Rehabilitate Historic Quarters HS-4. Undertaking and photographs in file. 

Deteriorated concrete patio removed and replaced. Excavate existing swale at west and north 

side of the house to improve drainage. Rotten wood repair. Remove pine tree in rear yard. Level 

and stabilize wood floor in warehouse. Replace water supply piping and waste and vent piping. 

Renovate bathroom with leaking tub and deteriorated sink base. Rehabilitate three bathrooms. 

Remove non-functioning solar water heater system. Install new smoke detectors. Work 

performed by park staff. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2007 

August 17, 2007. Fire Protection Variance/Waiver Request submitted to move two offices into 

the second story. [Maintenance Department Files.]  


