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Tower House site — This hotel burned many years ago and its precise
locations is not now known, ‘but it was situated near the Camden
House.

Camden House - This two-story wooden house was reportedly built in
the early 1850's. A change in the style of the exterior indicates
that the house was added to at a later date. Without question, the
house was altered to add plumbing fixtures. The house contains four
rooms downstairs and three rooms upstairs. Most of the interior wal
were papered; the wallpaper has now faded badly. The house is in
deteriorating condition, having been subject to vandalization.
Camden House out Buildings - three small wooden structures close
“to and directT¥"béhind ‘the Camden House according to local tradi-
‘tion are about 100 years old. Two were apparently used for living
quarters, possibly by servants, and ong orage. Two other
wooden out buildings of unknowm uig"‘ 'hetween 150 and
200 feet from the house. . ;

Foot bridge — Behind the Camden M

date to the 19th century, conne;
orchard. : S e N
Apple orchard - Across the creekX&;_' ‘e Camdey/ House is what
is left of an old and extensive apple s

are left have not been cafed for in“wgl
extensive decay.
Tower Graveyard = At the north eénd of the apple orchard is a
graveyard, surrounded by a wood picket fence, that apparently
contains only the grave of Levi-Tower who built the nearby Tower
House and died in 1865. The cemetery is large enough for several
graves. It was recently cleared of trees and underbrush. The
picket fence needs extensive repair.

Pasture - The south end of the apple orchard is being converted
into a pasture area for horses. Some of this land was probably
historically pastureland.

0ld barn - On one edge of the pasture is a huge old wooden barn.
50" by 50" in size. Although is originally had divisions for
stalls and a place to store hay, the structure today consists
prinarily of exterior walls, a roof, and interior supports. Its
vintage is not known.

Mill Creek Farm House - Across the road from the barn is an old
farm house that may date back to the 19th century. This partially
two story house is wooden, and although it has been vandalized,
the structure appears to be basically sound.

Vehicle bridge ~ Stone and concrete bridge supports across Clear
Creek where the historic old road ran. The bridge that was here
may have been the covered bridge known to have been in the area.

In any event, the bridge that was here dated back to the 19th
century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Levi Tower built the Tower House, flrst known as the Free Bridge House,
in the early 1850's to serve travelers on the roads connecting Shasta,
Yreka, Weaverville, and the mining community at French Gulch. Subse-
quent farm operations developed to supply the hotel. Charles Camden,
reportedly but a few years after the completion of the Tower House,
married Levi's sister and erected the structure known today as the
Camden House. Camden, a prominent figure in the area, engaged in

gold mining operations and apparently farming activities. He built

a toll road to Shasta.

This site typifies the accommodations available to travelers to the
gold fields and on the 0ld California-Oregon Trail, Subsequent acti-
vities here are representative of the settlements of this section of
the country, both in gold mining, traveling, and farming.

The nearby gold mining operations, though as far as known now was not
associated with Camden (Bickford mine) is a good example of one-man,
latter-day mining that showéd a-small profit. Still in-working order,
it can be made to demonstrate the technlques ot-m ningAand ore extrac-—
tion. S 7
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(1D Bickford Mine - This gold mining complex, a short distance from
the-Midt~Ctréek farm house, consists of a one bedroom house, green-
house, a long shed that houses at one end the remains of a forge,
the mine hole, loading platform, and a structure containing a
still operable one-stamp mill. The mine was in operation as
recently as three ye&ars ago and the structures remain in reason-
ably good condition.

(12)  Irrigation system - A redwood water storage tank (see National
Register form on main Irrigation system) has pipes leading from
it that conduct water to the Camden House grounds and to the pas-
ture across the creek behind the Camden House. This irrigation
still works and is being actively used on the recently planted
pasture.

(13) Barn - Across Highway 299 from the Camden House is a barn of un-
known vintage. Stone support walls indicate that the site con-
tained another structure before the barn.

(14) Kate Camden grave - On the hill above the barn is the grave of
Kate Camden, an Indian girl who was a servant to the Camden family.
She died at the age of 27 in 1871. Although no burials have been
found, there are indications of other gg nearby.
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Boundary: Beginning at the confluence of Crystal and Willow Creeks, thence
approximately 550 feet in an easterly direction to a point on the north
side of California Highway 299, 10 feet from and approximately south of the
8" irrigation pipeline; thence along a line 10 feet from said pipeline to &
point 500 feet from and approximately northeast of the wooden water tank
terminating said pipeline; thence northeast 550 feet; thence southeast 2300

feet to a point 100 feet north of the north side of Celifornia Highway 299; thence

south 750 feet; thence west 1000 feet; thence southwest 2300 feet; thence in
a north-north-westerly direction approximately L4250 feet to the point of
beginning. Being comprised of 20 acres, more or less,



