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I, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tower House District, a fragile community of abandoned
structures in a pastoral setting at the western fringe of
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area, once thrived as the heart
of a gold mining community as well as a link in a chain of

- mining sites along river and creek beds north to Yreka which

collectively contained gold deposits second only to California's
famous Mother Lode. Strategically located on the road from
Shasta--the transportation hub of Northern California--and at

the junction of the two principal roads leading to the

French Gulch, Trinity, and Yreka gold fields, the Tower House
hotel received and served a continuous flood of travelers during
the peak years of the gold rush, Later in the century the Tower
House attracted visitors on its own merits as one of the favorite
resorts of Northern California,

Levi H. Tower and his brother-in-law, Charles Camden, settled
the site in the early 1850's and rapidly won acclaim as prosperous
and benevolent pioneers of Shasta County. In a barren country-
side rendered dry and dusty by scorching summers, Tower planted
extensive orchards, gardens, and ornamental shade trees, In 1853
he constructed the Tower House, a commodious three-story hostelry
complete with the best accomodations, lavish menus, and sturdy
corrals. Later, Tower and two other citizens provided the necessary
funds for the construction of the first wagon road over 13 miles
of rugged, mountainous terrain from Shasta to the Tower House, and
he cooperated in efforts to extend the wagon road north to Yreka.
At his untimely death in 1865, the Tower House had achieved a
reputation as a long-established hospitable oasis, and had given
its name to the surrounding community which had grown large enough
to be represented as an electoral district in the county. Tower
himself was widely recognized as one of the leading citizens in
the area.

Charles Camden set his sights on the gold nuggets of Clear
Creek which flowed by his property only yards from his front door,
Priding himself for his enterprising nature, Camden built over
five miles of ditches and a network of toms and flumes to facili-
tate his placer mining. In addition, he opened one of the only
sawmills in the county prior to 1855. By 1860 Camden had achieved
wealth and had begun to demonstrate a civic and economic interest



in the construction of a new wagon road from Shasta. Completed
in 1864, the Camden Turnpike greatly facilitated the heavy
traffic to the gold fields farther north. For fifty years this
road bore his name and reminded travelers of his major contri-
bution to the development of Northern California.

In 1919 the Tower House burned to the ground, leaving only
its foundations. The only remains of this historic district
today--the dilapidated Camden House, its outbuildings, and
numerous structures related to the agricultural and mining
developments of the last decades of the 19th century--stand in
a precarious location and in a jeopardized condition. The
present appearance of the district belies its historic status,
and recommendations that the National Park Service preserve this

microcosm of regional and state history have been strongly stated

in this historic structures report.
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II. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

NAME OF PROJECT: Preservation of the Tower House Historic District

BUILDING NAME: NUMBER:
El Dorado Mine, Residence 85
El Dorado Mine, Stamp Mill 94
El Dorado Mine, Shed 95
El Dorado Mine, Greenhouse 101
Camden House . 155
Camden House, Guest House 156
Camden House, Servant's Quarters 157
Camden House, Pump House 158
Camden House, Wood Shed 159
Camden House, Carriage House 160
Camden House, Garage 161
Shed (French Gulch Road) ‘ 162
Mill Creek Tenant Farmhouse 163
Mill- Creek Barm 164
Clean-Out House (Irrigation System) 165
Water Storage Tank ( " " ) , 166

The structures listed above are classified as 3rd Order of Signif-
icance. They have been nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Levi Tower graveyard, and the piping, trestles and other
objects associated with the irrigation system are also included
in the project.

PROPOSED TREATMENT:

The district will be preserved to commemorate and recall the
pioneering activities and way of life of Charles Camden and Levi
Tower, beginning in 1850. This will include both rehabilitation
of structures and selective re-establishment of landscape
features, thus maintaining continuity of the pleasant pastoral
quality of this late 19th century settlement, a surviving oasis
in the hot, dry countryside characteristic of the area since its
first development,

The period treated is from 1850 to 1913, the year after Camden's
death, The latter date would include all historic structures on

3



the site. Necessary emergency stabilization measures have
been recommended to the park.

OPERATION:

The district will be a day-use area, primarily for historic
interpretation at the Camden House and grounds. Management
functions will be accommodated in the Camden House and else-
where. Access and parking will be located away from the
historic grounds,

Historic and nature trails will be developed, and.Wagon rides
will be provided as a transport system and interpretive experience,.
Riding horses will be available, with access to a hiker-horseback
trail into the back country as called for in the master plan,
Visitors will have the opportunity to pan for gold in Clear Creek.
A picnic area will be created.

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS:

No cooperative agreements presently exist. However, such an
agreement should be established with the nearby Shasta State
Historical Monument, as recommended in the master plan.

A concession contract will also be necessary for wagon rides
and saddle horses.

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

The district is at the extreme northwestern corner of the
recreation area, about 16 miles from Redding, county seat of
Shasta County. Bordering the south side of California Highway
299 at French Gulch Road, near the confluence of Clear, Willow,
and Mill Creeks, it contains the park's most significant historic
structures., Whiskeytown itself and most of its related historic
sites are covered by the waters of Whiskeytown Lake, created by
the dam built in 1963 at the park's east end.

The Camden House and immediate outbuildings, until 1970 abandoned
and deteriorating, have been altered several times over the
period 1852-1913, Two other key structures--the Tower House
hotel and the vovered bridge--are gone. None of the structures,
nor -the area itself, is sufficiently significant to justify
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restoration or reconstruction. Thus it is recommended as
practicable that the structures be repaired and the interiors
modified to accommodate modern park needs. 1In addition, the
overgrown grounds should be cleared and limited reintroduction

of significant landscape features accomplished, to suggest the
development and way of life that were characteristic of this area.

Emphasis in treatment should be on the 1900-1913 period.
Nineteen hundred was the year when the major building, the
Camden House, reached its final form as Camden, its builder
and owner, last knew it. Shortly after this he returned
to Oakland and visits to Shasta County were rare. His daughter,
Mrs. Grace Richards, (who was deeded the house in 1899) made the
last changes to this house and built the last significant structures
in 1913, ‘ :

ThHe irrigation system now being used by the park to revive the
natural features in the historic district is an outgrowth of
the vital and extensive system developed by Camden and Tower.
It should continue to function both as a practical operating
system and as an interpretive device.

Still operated by Frank C. Bickford when he sold it to the
National Park Service in 1968, the El Dorado Mine, started in
1885, is one of the few surviving mines in this area operating
over so long a period. The stamp mill and associated structures
and apparatus should be rehabilitated and demonstrations of the
mining process continued as an interesting experience for visitors.,

The concept of historic preservation here is of a place
which matured and evolved over the years and embraced such diverse
and widespread features as houses, a hotel, barns, streams, bridges,
an irrigation system, a mine and a gravesite--all linked by
orchards and other attractive natural features, What is proposed
is an attempt to sustain or recapture the pleasant, evocative
feeling and character of this place, both by creating a sense of
continuity through time and by emphasis on significant aspects of
principal structures, particularly the Camden House. Attention
is also given to the anticipated future needs of the park in the
practical use of buildings and other facilities.

A few words of clarification are needed in regard to the
name of the district. Actually, the Tower House, a three-story,



2l-room frame hotel dating from 1853 and located near the
Camden House burned down in 1919, The buildings and other
structures existing today are principally associated with
Charles Camden, partner (chiefly in gold mining) 1850-52,

and brother-in-law of Levi Tower and an important business

and financial figure. However, Tower was the builder and
operator of the Tower House, developer of the extensive gardens
and orchards arpund it, and a popular host, and the site
became a well-known stagecoach stop and social center., Thus
the place-name Tower House continues to the present.

The master plan and envirommental impact statement for
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area are now being prepared
for public meetings. The plan identifies two potential actions
which would seriously affect the district.

First, the Bureau of Reclamation is considering the creation
of a new reservoir above Whiskeytown Lake which would inundate
both French Gulch, an historic mining center north of the
Tower House Historic District, and the district itself.

Second, the California Division of Highways proposes to
widen Highway 299 fronting the district to a 4-lane undivided
highway from the district to the east end of the park., This
would include a huge interchange structure at French Gulch Road.
Not only would this road construction create a shattering impact
on the character, scale and atmosphere of the district, but it
would markedly increase the already serious noise factor in a
serene pastoral setting, particularly from logging trucks.

The National Park Service should oppose both of these
regional plans and press for alternate solutions to save this
historic place.

The historic and recreational quality of the area would
be drastically lowered, since it is much too small to absorb
the noise, visual, and air pollution that would result from this
gross intrusion. The present high speed traffic, dangerous
now, will become an even greater hazard.

The National Park Service should make a vigorous effort
to persuade the California Highway Department to relocate this
proposed freeway and interchange away from the historic district.
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The Service's position will be strengthened by the fact that
the proposed facility will front directly on a district soon
to be included in the National Register of Historic Places.
The required environmental impact statement for the freeway
project will give the Service a further opportunity to present
its objections, although this will be late in the day.

In the interim the Service should discuss with the county
and the State the establishment of effective cautionary signs
and possibly traffic controls to ensure safe access to the
historic district.

Should the proposed reservoir become a reality despite

all Service efforts, preservation of the district would cease
to be a consideration--it would simply disappear. On the other
hand, should the highway proposal be carried out, the Service
would still have a responsibility for the district and its
structures. The scope and nature of preservation, development
and operation of the district would then have to be carefully
weighed against the degrading impact of this construction,

In regard to French Gulch, it is recommended that the
Service consider extension of the park boundary to include
this hamlet as part of the district, as recommended in the master
plan. The French Gulch Historic District was included on the
National Register of Historic Places in March, 1972,

During master plan reviews at the Denver Service Center
it was pointed out that there is no administrative or contact
center--or interpretive center--for visitors entering the
park from the west. The park headquarters and visitor center
are located at the extreme eastern end of the park. Also, the
existing ranger stations are located on and oriented to the lake
and its activity. It is therefore suggested that the Camden
House be considered as the site of a future reception, admini-
strative and protection center or sub-headquarters, as well as
the major site for historic interpretation. The natural
attractions of this vicinity and its evidence of cultivation
make it a particularly suitable location for this use, as well
as a logical center for natural history interpretation, as
desired by the park,

The authors have discussed their findings and recommendations
with the consultant firm engaged to prepare the park master plan,

7



Theodore Osmundson and Associates, San Francisco. A copy of
this report will be provided to this firm prior to completion
of the final master plan,
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Preservation of Structures and Grounds:

]..

2.

10.
11.

12.

13,

Rehabilitation and interior alteration, Camden House
and adjacent outbuildings, c. 1913.

Re-creation of Camden House grounds including fences
as close to available photographs and recollections
“as possible, c. 1913,

Restoration of trace of historic toll road to Shasta.

Reestablishment of walnut trees along the old toll road.

Construction of new (non-historic) covered bridge over
Clear Creek,

Reestablishment of orchard near Tower House site and
back field orchard.

Rehabilitation and interior alteration, tenant farmhouse
and barn, c. 1913. ,
Farmhouse: residence and ranger station.
Barn: horse stable, concessioner office, wagon
storage, N,P.S. maintenance.

Rehabilitation of El Dorado Mine.

Construction of new footbridge (non-historic) across
Willow Creek to the back field.

Rehabilitation of irrigation system,
Rehabilitation of Levi Tower graveyard.

Reestablishment (long-range) of orchard across California
299, east of French Gulch Road.

Creation of a corral and/or pasture area near the barn.



Archeological Investigations:

a‘.

b.

Tower House foundations reportedly covered over
by Camden's daughter, Grace Richards.

Sawmill which stood until c¢. 1950 on the edge of
Mill Creek, just to the south of the tenant
farmhouse.

California Stage Company's stable foundations
c. 100 yards northwest of the Tower House site.
(Any remains may have been destroyed by the con-
struction of the present highway.)

Foundations of presumed blacksmith shop at French
Gulch Road.

Foundations and/or remains from barn complex in
field east of French Gulch Road.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PACKAGE ESTIMATING DETAIL

rugc_l_ \.:1'_2_

for this pcckﬁge

REGION PARK  Tower House Historic District
Western Whiskevtown National Recreation Area
PACKAGE NUMBER PACKAGE TITLE .
" 123 Restoration of Historic Scene

(If more space is needed, use plain paper and attach)

ITEM QUANTITY COST
Rehabilitation and Interior Alteration
Camden House 70,000
Guest House 8,000
Servants' Quarters 10,000
-Farmhouse 20,000 v
Barn 45,000 L.S. 153,000
Rehabilitation
Carriage House 12,000
Woodshed 4,000
Garage . 5,000
Pump House _ 500
Tower Graveyard . 500
Irrigation System 3,500
El Dorado Mine 3,500 L.S. 29,000
Stabilize Shed and Stone Walls L.S. 4,000
Construct Foot Bridge 5,000
Construct Covered Bridge 45,000 L.S. 50,000
Site Improvements L.S. 60,000
Roads and Trails L.S. 20,000
CLASS OF ESTIMATE
SUMMARY OF CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATES A B S o
Drawings Prone Y Feeitities
Proj. Totals from Above
{Iype B&U R&T
52 - Museunm Exhibits XEXXXX
62 Audio~Visual XXXXX
89 Ruins Stabilization XXXXX
91 Constructioﬁ _ 326,000 20,000
92 3 Utility Contracts XXXXX
ESTIMATES APPROVED (Signature) (title) {date)
11

POST PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ESTIMATES AND SCHEDULING ON BACK OF FORM



Page 2 of 2
PACKAGE ESTIMATING DETAIL (cont.)
REGION: Western PARK: Tower House Historic District
Whiskeytown National Recreation
Area
PACKAGE NUMBER: 123 PACKAGE TITLE: Restoration of Historic
Scene
Utilities¥ _ L.S. 30,000
*Sewerage Systems Included with Buildings.
TOTAL NET PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE 346,000
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‘ C: Year of
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III. HISTORICAL DATA

- PREFACE

During my visit to Whiskeytown National Recreation Area
and Redding, California, numerous people assisted me in my

~ research on the Tower House District. Superintendent Mitchell

at the park and his staff all were most interested and willing
to help, and several good leads were gleaned from their advice.
I also fondly appreciate the park employees' keen sense of
humor which brought a welcome light exchange in the typically
intense schedule of field trips.

In the community of Redding several people who had taken

- an interest in the Tower House provided me with information

on and insight to its history. 1In particular, Judge Richard B.
Eaton, Edwin A. Henriques of the Shasta County Historical
Society, Jean Frost of the Shasta State Historical Monument,
Kitty Rodgers of the Recorder of Deeds Office, Shasta County
Courthouse, and Edward Petersen and Veronica Satorious, local
historians, all offered me their time, assistance, and research
materials for which I am most grateful.

Mrs., Herbert Hubbard of Paradise, California, the great-
granddaughter of Charles Camden, granted me an interview which
took 5 hours of her time, and which added to my research not
only interesting written documentation, but also several very ,
valuable historic photographs used in this report, Mrs. Hubbard's
cooperation and assistance facilitated my research immeasurably,
and helped to furnish much of the necessary evidence to support
the recommendations in this report.

Members of the staff at the California State Library and
Archives in Sacramento, and at the University of California
at Berkely also were most helpful to me during my research.
Generally speaking, I found Californians to be most receptive
to research efforts, and this fact enhances my expectations for
the forthcoming research project on the historic resources of
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area scheduled in this fiscal

-year,

A quality appearance of a report generally stimulates the
reader's attention and upgrades his level of absorption. For the
excellent arrangement and typing performance of this report, as
well as for numerous punctuation and editorial corrections made,
I have Linda Wedel to commend and thank sincerely.
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INTRODUCTION

GOLD ON TRINITY RIVER. Alta California, San Francisco,
August 2, 1849.%

A party of young men have returned from an exploring
tour through the region intersected by the coast range
of mountains, and report having discovered gold on a
river emptying into Trinity Bay, about five hundred
miles north of San Francisco, and near the boundary
line of the territory. But very little is known
respecting this portion of California.

CLEAR CREEK., Sacramento Transcript, August 13, 1850.%

It was our fortune yesterday to fall in with a gentle-
man who has passed a few months on Clear Creek, in the
northern part of California, and near Mount Tshasti. . . .
Our informant states that there are extensive ravine
diggings all along each side of Clear Creek . . . very
rich,

The preceding two newspaper clippings provide an intro-
duction to the main characters of the Tower House Historical
District--Levi H. Tower and Charles Camden. Intrigued and
captivated by the wealth available in the unexplored regions to
the north, they were among the first to join the '49%ers'" on
the Trinity River in the spring of 1850, and among the first
to settle and develop sections of Shasta County.

*These newspaper articles announcing the gold rush of
Northern California have been copied by Mae Helene Boggs and
included in her collection of historical clippings published
as, My Playhouse Was A Concord Coach, (Oakland, 1942), pp. 30
and 60,
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TWO NOTABLE PIONEERS OF NORTHERN CALTFORNIA

A, A PARTNERSHIP IS FORMED

In the spring of 1850 Charles Camden, Levi Tower, and
John Hindman formed a verbal partnership to make an expedition
to the highly publicized Trinity gold mine area of Northern
California, They took passage from San Francisco on a brig,
the '"Jacob M. Ryerson,' and disembarked some weeks later in
Humboldt Bay. Their explorations took them through largely
virgin territory unclaimed by the hordes of miners already
sifting the waters of the Trinity River to the northeast.
En route to the Trinity area, Tower and Camden found themselves
distracted from their mission to get directly to the mining
sites by coming across an opportune location to set up a ferry.
Having staked a claim for the land and strapped together their
first log raft to carry members of their party across the river,
and having left Hindman behind to run the ferry, Tower and
Camden pushed on towards the Trinity country, marking the trail
as they journeyed. Writing years later for his autobiography,
Charles Camden maintained that, ''The trail we then blazed con-
tinued the only one from Unionville, or Arcata, to the south
fork [of the Trinity River] for forty years and to the present
day :[1901], perhaps,'!

When they reached the mining area the two partners joined
forces with a group of "49ers'" who led the band's explorations
for gold on the Trinity and Salmon Rivers. Finally, in late
October, just before the rainy season set in, Tower and Camden
split up, the former returning to Unionville on Humboldt Bay
to purchase supplies and mules, while the latter continued on
to Shasta County to investigate the mining potentials in that

1. The Autobiography of Charles Camden (San Francisco,
1916), pp. 109-131. A newspaper clipping from the San Francisco
Alta California dated May 25, 1850 verifies Camden's claim, for

it states, ''Last Evening Camden and Tower returned on foot from
the mines, having dug successfully . . ." The article was
extracted from a letter from Humboldt Bay, dated May 17, 1850.
This clipping is printed in Boggs, p. 54.
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area, Within a month's time, Camden had decided to send for
Tower, who had returned as far as Weaverville to await Camden's

word, as prearranged. The location Camden had chosen to prospect

was along Clear Creek, near the future site of the Tower House.

According to Camden's recollection, a man named Schneider
was then operating a mining supply concession from an 8- x 10-
foot log cabin on the Clear Creek location, But few miners
were about the area in November of 1850, for the principal
mining claims at that season were to the south of Marysville.

Camden immediately constructed his own log lodging on
the south side of Clear Creek, about a mile below the Tower
House site, and began mining. Tower, in the meantime, made a
trip to San Francisco for business, and took with him their 10
mules to carry back supplies from Sacramento. In the winter
Camden and his assistants continued mining, while Tower once
again left the area, on this occasion to winter the mules in
the Sacramento Valley to protect them from Indians,  According
to Camden, the "tom" and boxes he and his helpers constructed
for their mining operations that winter were the first used in
Shasta County.

In the spring of 1851 miners began to migrate north again
to the rich findings in the ''Shasta Flats" or Yreka area. Both
Tower and Camden followed this movement to the north, despite
the fact that rich diggings had been uncovered in French Gulch
and Whiskey Creek nearby; their decision to head north was
based on information passed on to them by a mule team captain
that supplies carried into the remote Yreka area were fetching
a very high price. After making a handsome profit on their
sales, the partners did some placer mining of their own en
route back to their preferred mining claim on Clear Creek.

2. 1Ibid., pp. 133-150. The dictionary defines a ''tom"
used in mining as "an inclined trough in which gold-bearing
earth or gravel is crudely washed; usually called long tom,
because it is longer than the rocker."
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By the time of their return, it was late April 1851.
French Gulch to their north was growing into one of the prin-
cipal mining locales in Northern California, and Shasta town,
only twelve miles east, was emerging as a booming center as
well as a crossroads for mining activities throughout the
northern territory. Reports such as that printed in the
Sacramento Union in June 1851, that seven men had extracted
510,000 worth of gold in 15 days from Whiskey Creek at
Mad Mule Canyon, and that one lump alone was worth $900, kept
the influx of men to the area high.

Camden and Tower were gradually narrowing down their
alternatives; they had decided on the Clear Creek for mining,
but needed optimal water capacity to operate the sluice boxes
and long toms effectively. They explored the French Gulch
mining area, but finding it in full swing with no available
water, they tried bars farther south along Brandy Creek.
Finally, they concluded that their original location proved to
be the most consistently profitable.4

The partners closely coordinated on the mining of Clear
Creek only for half a year. By the winter of 1852 Tower had
begun to turn his interest to new directions. On February 12,
1852, he laid claim to and posted notices for a piece of land
today known as the original 160 acres of the Tower House
property. His claim specifically included "the trading stand
which Samuel Francis formerly owned,'" Whether this stand was
the same mentioned by Charles Camden in 1901 as that owned by
a man named Schneider is difficult to conclude, Camden did
not, however, mention Samuel Francis, who by deed of April 5,
1852, sold his Clear Creek property, including a "house bridge
and all appurtenances,' to Levi Tower for the sum of $575.00
in hand paid.5

3. Sacramento Union, June 13, 1851, as quoted in Boggs, p.

4. Camden, Autobiography, pp. 153-4.

5. Deed Book B, p. 54 and Deed Book A, p. 187, Recorder
of Deeds Office, Shasta County Courthouse, Redding, California,
herein cited, DB, RDO, SCC, Redding, Calif.
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The ambiguity concerning Schneider as Camden recalled
him in his later life does not distract from Tower's history
in the area. He apparently was anxious to obtain full title
of the property, for in May of 1852 he expended another $912,00
to buy the same property from Joseph Roop, the Administrator
for John Gilmore, who apparently at some point had been Samuel
Francis' partner. This deed described in fuller detail the
- extent to which the Free Bridge House property had already
been developed when Tower purchased it. Specifically, the
deed noted that the land stood

at the Crossing of Clear Creek and at.the fork of

the trail leading from Shasta to Weaverville and to
Scotts River likewise lying in the fork of Said Creek
together with the Houses Corralls the free bridge

and all the appurtenances thereunto belonging or in
any wise appertaining these premises have heretofore
been known as the free bridge House.®

Clearly Tower had bought himself a ready-made location
with facilities for trade already provided. But it was his
input and energy which shortly transformed the roadside property
to one of the most popular and profitable public houses around
Shasta.

At the purchase, Tower dissolved his partnership with
Charles Camden, but did not lessen his close bonds as a friend.
Camden, in fact, constructed a small house alongside Tower's,
and when Tower's sister, Philena, arrived from Rhode Island
to help him with his business, Camden married her. The original
business partnership was promptly replaced by a stronger familial
one, which proved beneficial to both men during the next decade.’

Tower not only gave Camden his sister's hand, but he also
gave him, through a grant to Philena, the land on which Camden's
house stood. And to complete the happy arrangements, Tower too
found himself a woman to take as wife, and together the four
were wed on November 11, at the Free Bridge House. Their marriages
were the third and fourth to be recorded in the County Courthouse

6. DB A, p. 243, RDO, SCC, Redding, Calif.

7. Camden, pp. 154 and 158,
24

(]

(]

]

L]

-

L)

L]

(]

N R N B

L]

L1




oy 1

i
3

l

nlEs

—

L

S e

1

i

|

i

|

d

. !

Tl

f

i

in Shasta, Philena Tower and Mary Jane Shuffleton, the two
women involved, were among the first females to reside in
the county; according to the census of 1852, the county had
3,448 men, and only 252 women.8

While many of the citizens of Shasta County recorded on
the 1852 census were miners shifting from ome locality to
another (the census officially named nine mining districts),
Tower and Camden had acquired the trappings of a permanent
community, Indeed, the development they together promoted on
the premises attracted more and more settlers, until the
Tower House itself eventually became an electoral district
for the county.

B. LEVI H, TOWER OF THE TOWER HOUSE

According to Charles Camden's recollection almost fifty
years after the fact, the building already on Tower's property
in 1852 "was just a long log house containing the bar, dining
room and lodging place." Tower apparently immediately set
about to enlarge his lodging, which we can only presume was
the same structure advertised below as the Free Bridge House,
although this name was not at all alluded to by Camden in his
memoirs., As Camden further recalled, Tower 'put up that fall
a kitchen and dining room; in the spring and summer of 1852
he hewed and split (with carpenters from San Francisco under
contract), the materials that constitute the present Tower
house. "

8. DB C, p. 241, RDO, SCC; Alta California, Nov, 17,
1852 as printed in Boggs, pp. 139-40; Index to Men Married,
1852-1904, RDO, SCC; ''Shasta County,' California Census of
1852, 9, copied under the direction of the Genealogical Records
Commission, Daughters of the American Revolution of California,
1935; the figures are for white males and women, as Negroes
and Indians were computed separately.

9. Camden, p. 155.
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Camden's recollection clashes with the deeds of pur-
chase concerning the dates on Tower's acquisition and con-
struction of his building on the Clear Creek property.
Although Camden's account may be inaccurate to detail, the
local newspapers of the period do verify Camden's claim that
Tower erected a larger structure for the Tower House. On
March 26, 1853, the Shasta Courier gave notice of its
completion:

Mr. L. H., Tower has also built a large and elegant
house at his old stand, the Free Bridge House, a
few miles this side of French Gulch. .He has long
enjoyed the reputation of keeping one of the best
hotels north of Shasta,lO

The clipping not only establishes the fact that Tower
erected a new structure on the site, but also that he had,
by 1853, already gained a regional reputation for his hospitality
as a hotel-keeper. Tower's strategic location on the mule
trails west and north from Shasta to the rich Trinity diggings,
and to their main base, Weaverville, and to Yreka area gold
finds, not to speak of his proximity to the gold diggings along
Clear Creek north and south of the Tower House, helped to
attract a good business. In addition, Tower advertised the
Tower House, under his and Jason Tower's name, for close to a
decade. The advertisement has provided useful information on
the grounds around the Tower House, as well as on the importance
of the hotel, for the Tower House ad remained on the front page
of the Shasta Courier for years after Shasta had blossomed with
grand and luxurious hotels of its own.

The first advertisement to appear in the Courier remained
essentially the one used throughout the Tower ownership.  Its
appearance coincided with the announcement given above of the
completion of the Tower House. It said:

TOWER HOUSE., At junction of the Yreka and Weaverville
Roads, twelve miles from Shasta. The undersigned would
announce to the public and particularly to persons
traveling to and from Yreka and Weaverville, that,
having leased this long established stand, formerly
known as the 'Free Bridge House" he is prepared to

10, As printed in Boggs, p. 159,
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entertain customers in a style not surpassed by any
hotel in Northern California., Having completed his
commodious building, and furnished it in the best
possible manner, he is enabled to promise the very
best accomodations. The table, as heretofore, will
always be supplied with the best viands the market
furnishes, while from the large garden attached to
the premises, all the vegetables grown in this part
of the state will be furnished in great abundance.
He has also a secure Corral connected with his
establishment, and always supplied with an abundance
of Barley and Hay.ll :

From a survey of the existing Shasta Couriers, it
appears that this advertisement was reissued several times
under Jason Tower's and Levi Tower's names. One series runs
the name Jason Tower dated March 1, 1854, while another
series, also dated March 1, 1854, bears the given name of
Levi, as does the longest series, dated October 18, 1856,
The census records for Shasta County do not help to determine
the relationship of Jason to Levi, but for the purposes of
this reYort, it is clear they were close kin, working together
as one,l2

Certainly the rapid development of the Tower House as
an inn well stocked with luxuries and provisions required
the industry and hard labor of more than one man. Within
the first year Tower's orchards and gardens had become the
talk of the editorial columns in Shasta., One writer in
commenting on his satisfaction at seeing some cultivation in

11, Shasta Courier, March 11, 1854, as quoted in
Boggs, p. 191,

12, The Tower House advertisement ran consecutively
until 1860, and, at least in 1858, the year checked, it also
appeared in the Shasta Republican, printed in Shasta. Jason
Tower was listed in the 1852 census alongside Levi; he was 26,
a farmer, and, like Levi, from Rhode Island. Levi was 31,
which would suggest Jason was either a brother or cousin.
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the vicinity of Shasta "'in many spots which, last summer,
wore a dreary and forbidding aspect,' noted specifically his
delight over the developments at Tower's:

Especially does this remark apply to the property
formerly known as the '"Free Bridge House.," Last
year the enterprising proprietor, L.H, Tower, Esq.,
was living in a house anything else than elegant
in appearance, surrounded by a spot of land that
failed to attract the admiration of even our poetical
eye; now he is in residing [sic.] in a fine and
commodious building, and his grounds several acres
in extent, are enclosed in good paling fence, and
in a high state of cultivation--producing in abun-
dance all the vegetables grown in this section of
the state. He has also growing large numbers of
peach, apple, pear, cherry, and other fruits. And
not the least attraction about his premises are
some two or three hundred chickens and several hun-
dred hogs. In short he has a regular old fashioned
home . . .13

Tower also applied his enterprising nature in other
directions to publicize his business, as well as to increase
his profits. He began to sell his fruit commercially, and,
to promulgate his goods, he either encouraged visits to
his gardens, or he offered some of his wares free to news-
paper writers. The result was enthusiastic as illustrated by
graphic reports such as that published in the Courier in
August 1854:

L.H. Tower has several trees in his garden at the
Tower House, of but three years growth, now bearing
a goodly number of very large peaches. They are
almost ripe, and present an appearance as rosy,
luscious and tempting as the lips of any 'fair
Ophelia' that we wot [sic.] of . . .

We also observed in the same garden a large bunch
of grapes hanging upon a vine of the present
season's growth; while water melons, musk melons,
etc. were lying about in rich profusion,l4

13. '"Gardening," Shasta Courier, May 28, 1853, p. 2.

14, "A Pleasant Garden to Visit,' Shasta Courier,
August 19, 1854, p. 2.
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The following week the writer, it seems, got his due
reward for such a glowing account; he noted in his next
column: '"We are indebted to our friend, L.H. Tower, for
a small basket of the peaches of which we spoke. . . .
They were very excellent--of as fine flavor as the best
specimens we have eaten in the United States.'l3

Besides successfully spreading word of the Tower House
through his abundant gardens and orchards, Tower also enter-
tained lavishly at his hotel. It mught be supposed that his
motivation in part for a gregarious social life was to search
for a new wife, for on April 1, 1854, less .than two years
after his marriage, Tower received a divorce. Whatever the
reasons, however, Tower's entertainment certainly provided
a local spectacle in a county which still had few roads,
few women, and few amenities as known in the eastern states.l6

His announcement of a ball to be held at the Tower House
on the fourth of July, 1854, reflected his prosperity as well
as his enthusiasm:

I would announce to the public that every preparation
is being made to celebrate the approaching anniversary
of our nation's birth day, at the "Tower House,'

In a style worthy of the glorious occasion. Indeed

no exertions or expense shall be spared in order to
secure a large, as well as a happy gathering. As

an earnest of this I will here state that I will run
several free coaches down the valley as far as Tehama,

15, 1Ibid., August 26, 1854, p. 2. 1In 1855 the Courier
featured at least two more articles on Tower's fruit produce.
On August 18, one writer noted, "Our friend, L.H. Tower, Esq.,
of the Free Bridge, presented us a few days since, with several
of the largest peaches that we have ever seen in any country.
One of them measured some ten inches in circumference."

16, TIbid., April 1, 1854, p. 2. One week later the

Courier noted that Mary Jane had remarried to an Adams & Co.

stage driver. Ibid., April 8, 1854, p. 2,
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for the accommodation of all ladies, and for all those
gentlemen who may bring ladies with them. . . Y

Tower not only hosted at the Tower House but he also
served on several boards at Whiskeytown and French Gulch
organized to plan other community balls, As if it were a
well established fact, one reporter noted about a ball at
the Independence Hotel in French Gulch in the fall of 1853,
that "The manner in which the supper was gotten up [for over
one hundred people] did great credit to the accomplished
caterer, Mr. Tower, of the 'Tower House.''l8

Although the popularity of the Tower House and its
rapid development would indicate that Tower expended most
of his energy in this sphere, the county records and news-
papers clearly bring to light the versatility and extensive-
ness of Tower's interests. Tower invested heavily in real
estate, both in the rapidly expanding county seat of Shasta,
and in the more rural lands along the Sacramento River. For
a while he joined in a partnership as a rancher, and at the
same time he was building and buying hotels in Shasta. His
mule teams received mention in the local paper as being among
the finest in the region, and presumably Tower was using them
for shipping purposes.l9 V

17. 1Ibid., May 13, 1854, p. 2. On June 25, 1854, Tower
inserted another ad in the Courier, urging all the ladies to
avail themselves of his carriages which would be running south
all the way to Tehama, in the neighboring county.

18, TIbid., October 29, 1853, p. 2; Tower also served as
a manager at the Independence Hotel's ball the next winter.
Ibid,, January 7, 1854, p. 2; also at the Christmas Ball in
Briggsville, Ibid., Dec. 1, 1855, p. 2; also at the opening
ball at Mix's Hotel at Whiskey Creek, Ibid., Nov. 17, 1855, p. 3;
also at the May Ball at Mix's in Whiskeytown, Ibid., February
25, 1860, p. 2.

19. See Appendix A for a list of Tower's real estate
investments., On March 18, 1854, the Shasta Courier (p. 3)
posted a notice that the partnership between Tower and Henry
Lander in the business of ranching had been dissolved. The
Courier also noted on August 4, 1855, the arrival of a six-mule
team in Shasta, and compared the team with the "splendid" teams
of Messrs. Tower, observing in addition that Towers' teams could
match the 8,473~pound shipment of goods brought in that day to
town from Red Bluff, Boggs, p. 230,
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In addition to his contribution to Northern California
as a pioneer cultivator of the hot, dry, and barren country-
side, as a promoter of social exchange in a sparsely populated
territory, as an optimistic investor in the future of the
region through his land acquisitions and real estate develop-
ment, Tower also made a major contribution to the construction
and expansion of wagon roads throughout the wilderness to
the north and west of Shasta. Not only was Tower's involve-
ment in road making profitable financially, but it also won
him considerable prestige and acclaim as far north as Yreka, 20

Tower, of course, had the trade at the Tower House to
consider when he helped promote a wagon road from Shasta, but
he also had to finance the road from his own pocket. In
November of 1853 the Shasta Courier gave Tower and his two
principal associates, Mr. Ferington and Mr. Wingate, credit for
their expending $2000 to improve the road from Shasta to
Whiskeytown. '"'Such liberality on the part of individuals,"
the paper noted, 'is deserving of all commendation and we
would be glad did the law permit and the county finances
justify it, to see these gentlemen at least in Eart remunerated
for their enterprise from the County Treasury." 1

Two years later, when making a public reply to a public
appeal to him for further assistance in road construction,
Tower boasted, '"When I first located where I now reside, f