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Chapter 1 — Introduction

Management Summary

The Tower House Historic District is located within the Whiskeytown Unit of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area (NRA) in Shasta County, California
(Figure 1). Although managed primarily for its recreational values, the recreation area also
contains a variety of historical sites, which are used for interpretive purposes. The Tower House
Historic District represents one such site. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places in
1973, the Tower House Historic District contains a variety of historic resources associated with
several different historic contexts. Although the bulk of these resources are associated with the
activities of the Levi Tower and Charles Camden families, the current boundaries of the district
also include the remains of the El Dorado mine. The latter property is not historically associated
with either Camden or Tower. Its only affiliation with the other resources in the district is
temporal, i.e., it was operated during the period of significance established for the Tower House
Historic District.
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The 1300-acre Tower House Archeological District, nominated to the National Register in
1980 as a supplement to the Tower House Historic District, overlaps the boundary of the 1973
nomination. Nine prehistoric sites, including obsidian flake scatters, probable village sites,
house pits, and a campsite are named as contributing resources. Historical archeological
resources include debris scatters presumed to be associated with the Camden house and stone
foundations that may be associated with either Camden's or Tower's improvements. This
nomination "hypothesizes" other debris scatters that may be associated with the tenant house.
However, none was identified.

The purpose of this Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) Part 1, is to identify the landscape
characteristics and features that contribute to the historical significance of the Tower House
Historic District. The results of this study will be used to guide long-term management of the
site. The need for the completion of a CLR was identified in the 1998 General Management Plan
and Environmental Impact Statement for the Whiskeytown Unit of the Whiskeytown-Shasta-
Trinity NRA. However, this document contains no specific recommendations regarding the level
of preservation treatment for the site.

Previously, the most intensive stabilization, restoration, and interpretive efforts have focused
on the buildings within the district — particularly the Camden house and the associated tenant
house. Treatment for these buildings was outlined in a 1973 Historic Structures Report (HSR).!
Other than the stabilization, restoration and adaptive reuse of the buildings, park service-
sponsored modifications include the addition of the public parking lot and the construction of the
pedestrian bridge over Clear Creek. Additional modifications to the historic district outside the
purview of the park service include the realignment and widening of Highway 299, conducted by
the California Department of Transportation. With the exception of the historical building
rehabilitation, these modifications have impacted the historical integrity of the district, either
through the addition of new noncontributing elements, or by truncating the continuous
distribution of historical resources within the site.

Historical Summary

The historically significant activities within the Tower House Historic District began with
Levi Tower's 1851 purchase of squatter's rights to a parcel of land at the confluence of three
drainages, Clear Creek, Willow Creek and Mill Creek.? On this parcel, strategically placed at the
junction of two trails leading to nascent mining districts in the upper Sacramento River valley,
Tower established a hotel. In order to provision his hotel Tower planted extensive orchards and
gardens, raised hogs and chickens for slaughter, and grew sufficient hay to supply his own
livestock as well as that of his customers. Over time Tower and the Tower House gained a
reputation for graciousness and a high standard of service, perhaps uncharacteristic for the
mining frontier. Tower's operation attracted other businesses as well, such as the California
Stage Company, which chose this location for a stage stop and point of transfer for its stage line
heading north toward Yreka.

Tower's original partner and eventual brother-in-law, Charles Camden, also contributed to
the development of the built environment within the district, though his interest lay principally in
placer mining and the development of industries to support his mining ventures along Clear
Creek. In order to work these claims efficiently, he needed surface water, and in order to get



water to his claims he needed ditches and flumes. Camden surveyed the location of ditches that
would carry water from Mill Creek and Crystal Creek eastward to his placer claims. Camden
required lumber to build flumes associated with his ditches. However, the cost of lumber from
local mills was prohibitively high, so he decided to build his own sawmill, locating it near the
confluence of Mill Creek and Clear Creek. Camden hired men to build his ditches, to cut timber
from the surrounding hillsides, and to run the sawmill. He concentrated on working his claims,
selling his surplus water and milled lumber to other miners. In addition to his commercial
ventures, Camden also established a residence adjacent to the Tower House, which he occupied
more or less permanently until he ceased actively working his mining properties in the 1890s.

Camden's other major investment in the area economy was in transportation. In the early
1860s he negotiated a "franchise" for the operation of a toll road between Shasta and the Tower
House. Earlier, Camden's brother-in-law, Levi Tower, had constructed a rough track between
these two points and had rebuilt the bridge over Clear Creek. In 1861, Camden began
supervision of the road construction; his crews completed the road by the following spring. For
the next 50 years, Camden was responsible for the maintenance of the road. Travelers paid their
tolls at the Tower House, adjacent to his residence.

It was not until the turn of the century that any major new development occurred within the
historic district. In about 1909, the Camden family constructed a tenant house complex in the
vicinity of the old mill yard — the latter abandoned as a commercial venture for nearly 50 years.
This complex included a house and a barn as well as a chicken coop. By this time Camden was
an elderly man and lived with his daughter, Grace Richards, and family. Since the late 1890s,
they had resided at the Camden ranch only during the spring, summer and early fall, spending
their winters in Oakland. The adjacent Tower House and a small, two-acre patch of orchard had
been sold and operated independently from the Camden family interests.

In 1919, the Tower House burned to the ground, thus ending the hotel/resort operations at the
site. The operations of the California Stage Company had ceased, circa 1915, and the sawmill
had been abandoned for decades. The agricultural workings of the "home ranch," as Charles
Camden referred to it, continued through the 1930s. Camden's granddaughter, Philena Hubbard,
had inherited the ranch upon the death of her aunt, Grace Richards, in 1933. Hubbard's family
occupied the house seasonally through the 1930s. However, in 1940, Hubbard moved to
Colorado, after which time the only permanent resident of the site was the caretaker.

In 1969 Philena Hubbard sold the Tower House Ranch to the National Park Service.
Historical resources remaining on site at that time included the Camden house and its associated
outbuildings, the house and barn in the tenant house complex, a segment of the old Weaverville-
Shasta road, and remnants of the orchards and ornamental vegetation. The mill had been
removed from the property in the 1950s, as had the improvements associated with the California
Stage Company.

The Tower House Historic District is listed in the National Register of Historic Places under
criteria A, for its association with early Euro-American settlement in northern California. The
district includes resources associated with transportation, as well as agricultural, and mining
contexts.



Scope of Work and Methodology

The Scope of Work (SOW) for this project states that the site history and analysis and
evaluation sections of this CLR are to focus on the approximately 20-acre area surrounding the
Camden house and grounds and the associated tenant house complex, including former orchards,
pastures, and ditches. Following guidance in the SOW, descriptions of the old El Dorado mine
are included only in the existing conditions chapter of the report. The information including in
this CLR, Part I, will be used by park service personnel to develop appropriate treatments for
historical resources.” Although this report focuses on only part of the historic district, all of the
historical resources that contribute to district eligibility, especially the irrigation systems, will be
included in the treatment section, CLR, Part II, to be prepared by park service personnel.

HRA and Amphion personnel conducted a field visit in April of 1999, during which time
they documented the existing condition of district resources. The field documentation was made
to ground-truth the area, using existing drawings and plans. Project personnel also conducted
research in the recreation area headquarters, including a review of historical photograph
collections, research files and library collections. The research area's library provided most of
the available secondary sources required for preparation of this report. Many of the secondary
sources, such as the HSR for the historic district, the Historic Resource Study (HRS) for the
recreation area, and the special ditch report, had been provided to us prior to the field visit. The
HSR and HRS prepared in 1973 and 1978, respectively, were very thoroughly researched,
including extensive county courthouse research in deed records as well as a review of materials
from the Bancroft Library at the University of California at Berkeley. Text from the original
deeds, leases and liens are included in these reports.

HRA also contacted the California State Office of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
to obtain the General Land Office (GLO) survey plats of the project area, which contain
information regarding early development of the site. In addition, the BLM historical indexes for
the pertinent townships revealed the pattern of land withdrawal and patenting within the historic
district, including both homestead and mineral patents. HRA obtained copies of the mineral
survey plats for the two mining claims pertinent to this project.

In August of 2000, Cheryl Miller returned to the site to document potentially historic
vegetation. Also in 2000, Herbert Hubbard, great-grandson of Charles Camden, donated family
diaries, correspondence and photograph collections to the NRA. Whiskeytown park ranger
Clinton Kane copied and excerpted many of the diaries and scanned historical images, which he
then forwarded to HRA for further analysis and use in this report. The Hubbard collection will
be accessioned and archived in the recreation area's museum.

Amphion and HRA used a variety of graphic sources to prepare the existing conditions and
historic base maps, including: historical aerial photographs, USGS topographic maps, and a
modern survey of the Camden house and grounds (incorporating an area of approximately 2.5
acres). Historic-period cartographic and photographic documentation for some parts of the
district proved to be fairly good, especially the area in the immediate vicinity of the Tower
House and Charles and Philena Camden's home. However, the exact locations of some
improvements, especially the buildings in the mill yard, are estimated upon verbal descriptions
and interpretations of historic-era photography.



Description of Study Boundaries

The study boundaries for this project include the approximately 20 acres in direct proximity
to the two primary building clusters at the site, the Charles Camden house and grounds and the
tenant house and barn. This area is considerably smaller than the total area included within the
boundaries of the historic district. The 2.5-acre parcel of land containing the Charles Camden
house, associated outbuildings and grounds had been previously intensively surveyed and
mapped for the park service. Another previous survey effort completed in 1997 provided a
detailed survey map of the Crystal Creek ditch, which is located outside the core area as defined
in the SOW. Although the entire irrigation system, extending to the intake coffer dam, is
outside of the current study area, it is historically integral to the development of the core area and
will be addressed in Part II of this document.

Summary of Findings

The Tower House Historic District has sustained a substantial amount of change both during
and since the historical period. Virtually all of the resources constructed by Levi Tower,
including the Tower House itself, were either removed or destroyed long ago. The sawmill
constructed by Charles Camden in the early 1850s is no longer present, nor are the agricultural
buildings that served his ranch nor the buildings constructed to support the operations of the
California Stage Company. Overwhelmingly, the resources that remain date to the later period
of occupation — from circa 1900 to the 1940s. These include Charles Camden's house and
grounds and his tenant house complex. Both of these complexes retain integrity from the later
period of development.

Remnants of the site's once-extensive orchards are also present. However, the extant
agricultural vegetation is a fraction of what was present during either Tower's or Camden's
tenures. This is also true of the ornamental vegetation associated with the Camden house and the
tenant house complexes. Contemporaries of Tower and Camden noted the verdant character of
the Tower House resort in an otherwise hot, dry country, and "vegetation" would have been an
important landscape characteristic during the historical period. The loss of both agricultural and
ornamental vegetation adversely affects the integrity of the district. Although the vegetation
itself has been lost, the relationship of the orchards and fields to some of the developed areas is
still apparent within the larger spatial organization of the site. The remnant fruit trees do have
value, since they can contribute information regarding species and/or variety — information that
may supplement the historical documentary record.

Another significant impact to the district's integrity is the presence of the modern highway.
The elevated grade of this structure truncates the site so that there is no apparent connection
between the agricultural activity areas on the north side of the road with those on the south side
of the road. This condition is exacerbated by the almost complete removal of buildings,
structures and orchards from the area north of the roadway.

Following are some specific recommendations regarding changes to the National Register
documentation and additional research needs:



s Documentation

1. The boundaries of the Tower House Historic District should be amended to more
accurately reflect land use and ownership relative to Levi Tower and Charles
Camden. A revised boundary could incorporate the lands within the cash entry
patent of Charles Camden, as well as the adjacent Chitwood placer claim, which was
also patented by Camden (Figure 2). Although this boundary may exclude the Kate
Camden gravesite, the grave could be included as a discontiguous feature.
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Figure 2. Proposed National Register boundary revision showing the locations of the Chitwood Placer Claim and
Charles Camden's cash entry patent. The proposed new boundary would incorporate the area within the two
adjacent claims. The orange line represents the existing National Register property boundary.




2. Section 8 of the nomination should be updated to include information regarding the
importance of Charles Camden. The historical resources that remain at the site are
almost all associated with Charles Camden's tenure. Of the two men, Camden's
contribution to community development was perhaps the more significant and
lasting. Although the story of the Levi Tower hotel and resort is an interesting one,
none of the improvements built by Tower or associated with the Tower House remain
standing, with the possible exception of a few fruit trees. The El Dorado mine, which
would also lie outside the proposed boundary, should be reevaluated for eligibility to
the National Register of Historic Places. If the El Dorado mine is historically
significant within the context of area mining development, then it would be more
appropriate to nominate it to the National Register individually.

3. Revise the period of significance for the district to reflect the periods for which the
site has integrity. The National Register database indicates that there are two periods
of significance for the district: 1825-1849 and 1850-1874. Virtually none of the
resources remaining within the district dates to either period. The exception is the
Camden house, the original component of which was constructed in 1852. However,
the current appearance of the Camden house, and of the site as a whole, dates to the
later period of Camden's occupancy. National Register guidelines clearly state that a
property must possess historic integrity for all periods of significance entered.

s Additional Research

1. Evaluate the age and condition of the remaining fruit and ornamental trees. If
possible, determine the variety of the apple trees. This will aid the park unit in
identifying which varieties of fruit trees would be appropriate to use should managers
decide to reestablish the orchards. In addition, data from this effort can also
contribute to the park service-wide inventory of historic orchards. There may be
value in the genetic stock depending upon rarity. If feasible, consider taking cuttings
from the fruit trees to be used as grafts.

Determining the age of the ornamental and native trees in the Camden house complex
and in the vicinity of the tenant house will aid the park in determining which trees
were part of the historic scene and thus should be saved.

2. Archaeological testing could provide information on the locations of former
buildings, structures, and waste disposal areas located at the property. The exact
locations of the Tower House and of the agricultural outbuildings north of the
highway have not been documented; neither have the locations of the fish and lily
ponds referred to in historical documents. Remote sensing techniques, such as
ground penetrating radar, followed by ground-truthing with traditional excavation
methods, could be used to relocate these resources. In turn, this information would
prove valuable to restoration efforts.



Chapter 1 Endnotes

' Anna Coxe Toogood and David G. Henderson, Historic Structure Report, Tower House Historic District,
Historical and Architectural Data Section, Whiskeytown National Recreation Area, California (Denver: Denver
Service Center, National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior, 1973).

? Note that the historic-period names for area creeks are different from modern nomenclature. During Tower
and Camden's time, the stream currently called Mill Creek was initially called Granite Creek. Similarly, these two
families called the stream that runs behind (south of) the Camden House, Crystal Creek rather than Willow Creek as
it is named on modern USGS topographic maps. Unless referenced in a direct quote, creek names used in this report
parallel those used on modern maps.

* Appendix A contains a list of the contractor's suggestions and recommendations for treatment of the historical
resources in the district.
* Shelly Davis-King, "Bringing Water to the Garden: A Description of Two Ditches in the Tower House

Historic District, Whiskeytown National Recreation Are, Shasta County, California," Report prepared for USDI
National Park Service, San Francisco, CA, 1997.



Chapter 2 — Site History

The Pre-Contact Period

Prehistoric archaeological sites have been recorded in a variety of settings throughout the
Whiskeytown Unit. These sites represent almost 7000 years of use by native peoples and include
habitation sites, seasonal camps, resource procurement sites, and what may be a spiritual site
high on Shasta Bally with a view of Mount Shasta." With regard to the ethnographic present, the
historic district lies within the traditional territorial boundaries of the Wintu people, a large area
that includes the northern Sacramento River, its tributaries to the east and west, and portions of
the upper Trinity River drainage.” The Wintu utilized the area for hundreds of years before the
arrival of Euro-Americans in the nineteenth century. Wintu life centered on permanent villages
situated along rivers and larger streams such as Clear Creek. Deer and acorns were the primary
food items, supplemented by a wide variety of other plant and animal resources. Traditional ties
to Whiskeytown remain strong among contemporary Wintu people.’

Explorers and trappers began visiting the upper Sacramento Valley in the early part of the
nineteenth century. Parties of settlers soon followed, on their way to central California and
Oregon. In 1848 gold was discovered on the Trinity River just west of Whiskeytown. Tributary
streams soon proved equally rich and boom towns, such as Shasta, Whiskeytown, and French
Gulch, grew quickly to accommodate the large numbers of miners, known as "forty-niners."

Development of Tower's Hotel and Road House, 1851-1868"

Charles Camden and Levi H. Tower came to the Whiskeytown region with a rush of forty-
niners in the spring of 1850. After the two men explored gold prospects on the Trinity and
Salmon Rivers, Camden headed farther north to investigate potential claim sites in Shasta
County while Tower returned to Unionville (Arcata) on Humboldt Bay to buy supplies and
mules. A month later Camden sent news to Tower that he had located a claim on Clear Creek
near the future site of the Tower House. The site lay at the confluence of Clear Creek, Willow
Creek, and Mill Creek, a convergence of valleys that ultimately placed Camden and Tower's
development at the center of the regional transportation network connecting Shasta City, Yreka,
and the Trinity gold fields.

At the time of Camden's arrival the site was occupied by a man named Schneider, who sold
mining supplies from an 8' x 10' log cabin on the site. By November of 1850, Camden had
finished building a cabin for himself about a mile from the future site of the Tower House on the
south side of Clear Creek. One of Camden's first improvements associated with his mining
operation was the construction of reservoirs, required to control stream flows.* After mining for
several months, Camden rejoined Tower, who had been traveling to Sacramento and San
Francisco on business, and the two made a lucrative trip north, selling mining supplies in the

" See historic base map, 1851-1868 on page 18.



Yreka area. They made it back to the Clear Creek claim late in April, 1851, and, after
considering several other sites in the area, decided to stay.

Tower's economic interests strayed from mining the following winter, and on February 12,
1852, he claimed and posted notices for a parcel of land located at the confluence of Clear Creek,
Willow Creek and Crystal Creek. Tower purchased the rights to Samuel Francis' improvements
including his trading stand and a "house bridge and all appurtenances," for $575.00 cash.” The
deed transferred land located:

at the Crossing of Clear Creek and at the fork of the trail leading from Shasta to
Weaverville and to Scotts River likewise lying in the fork of Said Creek together with the
Houses Corralls the free bridge and all the appurtenances thereunto belonging or in
anywise appertaining these premises have heretofore been known as the free bridge
House.

The bridge was "a simple hewed-log crossing capable of supporting mule trains and wagons."
There was no toll, and the rough lodging house on the other side was therefore known as the Free
Bridge House.” The property was well situated. Shasta Bally formed a dramatic southern
backdrop. Four streams converged in the vicinity (Crystal, Willow, Mill, and Clear Creeks) and a
mule trail from Shasta divided on the banks of Clear Creek and ran north and west from its
division.® This strategic location on the primary routes west and north to the Trinity River
diggings, to the Yreka-area digging, and to the commercial center of Weaverville "helped to
attract a good business."’

With the purchase of land by Tower, both men held property in the area. However, they
decided to dissolve their economic partnership so that each might pursue his own interests,
Tower in the hotel business, and Camden to concentrate on mining. Camden constructed a small
house alongside Tower's newly acquired hotel, and when his friend's sister, Philena Tower,
arrived to help her brother with his business, Camden soon proposed to her. Around the same
time, Levi Tower became engaged to Mary Jane Shuffleton and the two couples married at
Camden's cottage in a double ceremony on November 11, 1852.'° With Philena's marriage to
Camden, Tower granted his sister the land upon which her husband's new home was situated,
and a right to use the water from his irrigation ditches. The Camden house'' was originally a
one-story, two-room rectangular cottage with a doorway centered on the front elevation. It was
sided with hand-split clapboard and roofed with wood shingles."

The lodging house included in Tower's purchase from Samuel Francis "was just a long log
house containing the bar, dining room and lodging place." Tower immediately enlarged the
building, adding a kitchen and dining room in the fall of 1852. By spring of 1853, after a hard
winter's labor, Tower had completed construction of a new three-story wood-frame hotel
containing 21 rooms. On March 26, 1853, the Shasta Courier reported that "Mr. L. H. Tower has
... built a large and elegant house at his old stand, the Free Bridge House, a few miles this side
of French Gulch. He has long enjoyed the reputation of keeping one of the best hotels north of
Shasta.""” The original log structure was probably incorporated in the new building, adapted to
use as the bar of the hotel. Tower oversaw the construction work, which was carried out by
carpenters hired from San Francisco.'*
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On the same day that the Shasta Courier reported on the completion of his hotel, Tower ran a
front-page advertisement that would remain on the cover of the Courier largely unchanged for
the next decade. The ad urged travelers to come sample an array of sumptuous amenities:

TOWER HOUSE. At Junction of the Yreka and Weaverville Roads, twelve miles from
Shasta. The undersigned would announce to the public and particularly to persons
traveling to and from Yreka and Weaverville, that, having leased this long established
stand, formerly known as the "Free Bridge House" he is prepared to entertain customers
in a style not surpassed by any hotel in Northern California. Having completed his
commodious building, and furnished it in the best possible manner, he is enabled to
promise the very best accommodations. The table, as heretofore, will always be supplied
with the best viands the market furnishes, while from the large garden attached to the
premises, all the vegetables grown in this part of the state will be furnished in great

15
abundance.

The advertisement ran under Levi Tower's name as well as that of Jason Tower, a younger

relation who joined Levi in running the establishment in the 1850s."

Within a year of his

purchase of the Clear Creek property, Tower and hired help had planted extensive orchards and

gardens. As described in a gardening article in the Courier:

the grounds, several acres in extent [were] enclosed in good paling fence, and in a high
state of cultivation — producing in abundance all the vegetables grown in this section of
the state. He has also growing large numbers of peach, apple, pear, cherry, and other
fruits. And not the least attraction about his premises are some two or three hundred

chickens and several hundred hogs.]7

Some of the trees for Tower's orchard were reportedly imported over the Isthmus of Panama,
while others came from nurseries in Oregon. By 1854 Tower also grew grapes, watermelons, and
musk-melons. He sold some of these fruits commercially, an endeavor aided by the
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Figure 3. General Land Office (GLO) plat showing the development in the
vicinity of the Tower House, including the Tower House and two orchards
(north of Willow Creek), Camden's Ditch and Toll Road.
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complimentary descriptions
of journalists invited to tour
his gardens and sample his
crop. The orchards planted by
Tower were in two locations:
north of the Weaverville-
Shasta road between the road
to French Gulch and Clear
Creek, and the area west of
the Tower House, between
the Weaverville-Shasta road
and Willow Creek (Figure
3).18

Tower is reported to have
also pastured his stock in the
field behind the house,
presumably the field south of
Willow Creek. Hay and oats



were also grown, on unspecified "valley land" that by about 1860 covered a reported 60 acres. At
an unknown date, Tower planted an allee of black walnut trees along the toll road (Figure 4),
between the Clear Creek Bridge and the Tower House. "

While Tower set about transforming the streamside meadows into cultivated fields, Camden
turned his mining lands and waters to profitable production. In the summer of 1852 Camden
increased the size of his placer-mining operation, an effort that required more water than flowed
through his diggings at the time. He set about engineering and contracting for the excavation of a
system of ditches that, eight years later, would measure 5-6 miles in length. Water in excess of
his needs would be sold to other area miners. The construction of the flumes associated with the
ditches was delayed somewhat, due to the prohibitively high cost of lumber. Camden's solution

7
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Figure 4. Looking east along the toll road to the covered bridge. Note the allee and the
wood fence that lined the road. Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS Museum Collection,
Whiskeytown NRA.

was to construct a sawmill on his property, using the output to build his own flumes and trestles,
and selling the surplus lumber to other buyers. The mill was completed in February, 1855,% and
was placed in immediate use processing timbers to further the construction of his mining flumes
and for commercial sale (Figure 5). Camden let the contracts for cutting and hauling logs for his
sawmill by the thousand feet, and hired the sawing the same way. Men hired to run the mill set
up housekeeping in a newly completed house adjacent to the mill.?! Summer water flows were
insufficient to run both the mining and milling operations, so the sawmill operated only during
the winter. Summer mining was conducted in the bed of the creek **

Between 1855 and 1858 Camden constructed the upper ditch from Crystal Creek to Tower
House and built a high trestle at the upper end of the orchard across Clear Creek with three lines
of 12-foot bored pine logs, each line measuring 900 feet in length. This log pipeline connected
the ditch on the west side, to the ditch on the east side, both of which were 75 feet higher than
the elevation of the log flume, forming an inverted siphon. During this period Camden also built
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Figure 5. Photograph of the Camden sawmill circa, 1890. Note the elevated flume in the
background. The house referred to by Philena Tower Camden was likely located to the
left, just outside the photo. Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS Museum Collections,
Whiskeytown, NRA.

a 50-foot-high flume from his ditch near "Canada's" house to a ditch he had constructed on the
north side of Clear Creek, thereby conveying water to "Riggs Point. " An additional high ditch
from Mill Creek covered the "Jackson" and other mining claims.? Despite temporary setbacks
like the February 1858 storm on Clear Creek that blew down his flume near Tower House,
Camden prospered at placer mining for 18 years.24

While Charles Camden tended to his business interests, Philena managed the household and
cared for their children in the cottage next to the Tower House. The Camdens hired local Indian
laborers to help with the household chores, including the washing. They also "adopted" an Indian
girl, whom they named "Kate," to help with the care of the children (Figure 6). Years later,
Philena Hubbard described Kate as a nursemaid. However, Kate would have been only 8 to 10
years older than the Camdens' eldest daughter, Ada, so it may be more appropriate to describe
her as a playmate or companion rather than a nursemaid. In many respects she appears to have
been treated as a member of the family. In 1855, Philena Hubbard recorded in her diary that a
visitor, Mrs. Clark, brought "a doll apiece" for Kate and Ada.?® Kate traveled with the family to
Charles' home in England, and apparently remained with the Camdens until she died in 1871 at
age 27. She is buried on a hill to the north of the Camden house.

Like Charles Camden, Levi Tower also attempted to expand and diversify his business
interests by acquiring and developing real estate in the region. In the fall of 1853, his real estate
ventures had a direct physical and economic impact on the Tower House: with the help of two
principal associates, a Mr. Ferington and a Mr. Wingate, Tower promoted and financed a wagon
road from Shasta to his hotel.?® Around this time Tower also began to charge a toll for the use of
the bridge that had come with his Clear Creek property.?’ In the summer of 1858, Tower
replaced the original bridge.”®
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Figure 6. Photograph of the Camden family, circa
1860. Charles and Philena Camden, Ada on Charles'
lap with Kate holding Grace. Source: Hubbard
Collection, NPS Museum Collections, Whiskeytown,
NRA.

Tower's garden and orchards had matured
beautifully by this time. A report on Shasta
County farms in 1858 lavished praise on the
Tower House grounds and the man who
planted them:

He now has thirty acres inclosed
[sic] with good fence, and
thoroughly cultivated. The orchard
contains one thousand trees of
apples, pears, peaches, plums,
cherries, apricots, nectarines, etc.,
all choice varieties of working
fruit . . . . There are also four
hundred grape vines . . . . One of
the apple trees shown the Committee was from seed planted in the Spring of 1854. In the
Spring of 1857 it blossomed — set and ripened fruit in the month of July — matured a
second crop in August, and set a third, which were as large as English walnuts when the
frost came and interrupted their growth. The first and second crop reached an average of
twelve and one-half inches in circumference — were slightly tart and of excellent flavor. .
. There is also a nursery on the place of one thousand trees, assorted fruits, beside fine
rows of gooseberry, currant, raspberry, and strawberry bushes, all bearing profusely. The
buildings now consist of the hotel, 40 by 60 feet, two and one-half stories high; store, 20
by 40 feet; barns and sheds covering an area 80 feet square; carriage and smith-shop, and
other out buildings necessary to complete a first-class country home and hotel. Water
from springs in the adjacent hills is brought in leaden pipe, and continually plays from
several sparkling fountains in the yard, and also a hydrant, to which a hose 50 feet long
being attached, it throws the water through a three-quarter inch nozzle 100 feet high.

The proprietor's books show an outlay of 60,000 dollars on the improvements of the
place, a current monthly expense of 1,500 and an income of 50,000 dollars per annum.
The owner not being at home the vacancy was well supplied by the present manager of
the hotel, Samuel Francis, Esq.29

An undated (circa 1860) watercolor of the Tower House complex shows a well-maintained
building complex (hotel, Camden house, sawmill, stables) divided by the all-important toll road,
surrounded by young orchards,*® and framed by the slopes of Shasta Bally. The largest orchard is
located north of the toll road, between the channel of Clear Creek and the road to French Gulch —
in the field later referred to as the French Gulch field. Additional trees in discernible rows are
located in the area between the Tower House and the Camden house. Charles Camden's ditch is
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visible at the base of the hill slope south of Crystal Creek, carried over Mill Creek by an elevated
flume (see Figure 5). A road extends toward Mill Creek and the buildings associated with the
sawmill (Figures 7 and 8).

By the late 1850s, Tower House had become a regional center of transportation,
communication, and politics, as well as an inn and resort. In 1858 a telegraph line ran between
Shasta and Weaverville, with Tower House probably serving as a telegraph office. The hotel
stood at this time at the junction of three county roads, and, by 1861, when the Union
Democratic Senatorial Convention
met there, Tower House qualified as
a separate electoral district.’! By
1867, the district counted 27
residents, 20 of whom were miners,
two of whom were hoteliers.*>

Figure 7. Circa 1860 painting of the
Tower House and associated development,
view to south/south-east, Shasta Bally in
rear of photo. Source: NPS Museum
Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.

> > > >

Figure 8. Looking southeast toward the
Tower House and the road to Shasta, circa
1860. Note the orchard adjacent to the east
edge of the barnyard, north of the Tower
House. Source: NPS Museum Collections,
Whiskeytown NRA.

4444

On November 1, 1858, the

— (California Stage Company leased a
small parcel of land on the south side of the Shasta-Weaverville road, west of the Tower House,
from Camden and Tower. Provisions of the lease included the requirement that the company
maintain a substantial fence around its improvements, which included a stable. Tower and
Camden would be allowed to "collect and hold" all manure from the stables, and discharge it into
a 40-foot-square hog pen adjacent to the stable. The company immediately established a stage
stop at this location; by 1862, the stage company owned a road from Tower House to Callaghan
Ranch near Yreka.*> With the lease of the stable and stable yard, Camden granted the stage
company free access to water from his ditch.** By 1867, the company's stable included a barn
and fences west of the Tower House on the south side of the Weaverville road.*
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The generally prosperous appearance of the Tower House complex belied financial
difficulties. In 1852 Tower lost property to fire in the town of Shasta, a scenario that was
repeated the next year. On August 24, 1853, Tower mortgaged the hotel to Isaac Swab for
$2,000. The following winter, on February 28, 1854, Tower again mortgaged his hotel to a
variety of lenders for a total of $18,186. The next month he mortgaged the property yet again,
this time to one Thomas W. Dawson for $2,500. In 1855 more Tower House mortgages appear
on the books: on May 25, various parties lent Tower $12,385 on the hotel, and on August 25,
William Shock supplied another $1,100. On November 3, 1856, Charles Camden paid $2,000 to
Tower for a mortgage on a property listed as Tower Ranch.’>® In 1857, Tower's ranch on the
Sacramento River was sold at public auction to satisfy his debts.

Finally, in the fall of 1858, Levi Tower filed for bankruptcy in district court and was released
from his debts.>” A month later Charles Camden purchased the Tower House and the Sacramento
River Ranch and immediately leased them back to Tower. Though he legally owned no real
property, the 1860 tax records attribute to Tower 40 acres of improved land and 120 acres of
unimproved land. Ultimately, it was Charles Camden who, in 1870, received a cash entry patent
to the parcel of land claimed by Tower in 1852.%

By 1861, Tower no longer even managed the Tower House, a position filled by G. 1. Taggart.
Tower died of typhoid in San Francisco on November 17, 1865. He was buried five days later on
the Tower House property, his grave marked by a headstone and footstone in the southwest end
of the back field — above the south bank of Willow Creek (Figure 9).

In 1861, as Levi Tower faded from the local historical scene, Charles Camden began to
expand his activities on and around the Tower House property:

At about this time, and before, there was a great need of better wagon roads, and the
subject was continually agitated. Mr. Tower had made a makeshift road from the Tower
house to Shasta, and Mr. Wm. Lowden was making one from the Tower house into

B AP RO IR WAARR " Lk (o Yt g ~..“?" i A
Figure 9. Tower Grave in October of 1910, already enclosed in a white picket
fence. Photo taken from north bank of Willow Creek. Source: Hubbard Collection,
NPS Museum Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.

16



Trinity county; also Mr. Tower and other parties were doing work on one toward Scott
mountain and into Siskiyou county. There seemed a necessity for a better one from
Shasta to the Tower house . . . | obtained a franchise for twenty-five years (later it was
extended to fifty years) and began work under my own supervision and management in
January, 1861, and had it ready for travel the following May. There was, however, two
miles of it that had been built over the Shasta divide by Crocker & Co., which I afterward
bought for $6,500.00. The total cost, including changes made afterward, contrary to
expectations, was $20,000. The investment turned out to be a good one.”’

In 1891, authors of a work entitled Memorial and Biographical History of Northern California
described the road as:

a great undertaking, beneficial to [Camden] and the community. It winds its way through
and over the mountains, in some places cut out of solid rock, and forms many loops and
abrupt turns. The whole road is an easy grade, is kept in good condition and affords its
far-seeing and wise builder a nice income in tolls; and it has greatly aided in the
settlement and development of the county.m

According to his granddaughter, Camden "had to keep that road up. Constant, constant, there
were men working on that toll road every day. Every day."*' Tolls for the Shasta Road were
collected at Tower House.*

Additional transportation improvements, associated with construction of the toll road,
included the 1864 reconstruction and covering of the Clear Creek Bridge (Figure 10). The
covered oak-timber bridge stood until circa 1911, when it was torn down during road
reconstruction. ¥

Figure 10. Looking west to Camden's
covered bridge over Clear Creek — Tower
House beyond. Source: NPS Museum
Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.

Tower's death in 1865 left
Camden in complete control of the
Tower House property, a situation
that might have proved profitable
were it not for the growth of
Redding, California, during the

e SO 1870s. As a railroad center and

home to the mainline of the California-Oregon Railroad, Redding quickly drained traffic from
the Shasta area and especially from the Shasta-Whiskey Creek-Tower House road. Beginning in
1865, Camden rented the hotel to "unsatisfactory" tenants. In 1869, he sold the hotel along with
about 2 acres of orchard to Andy Cusick.** From this point onward, the Tower House operated as
an independent commercial venture by people outside the family.*
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Development of the Camden "Home Ranch," 1869—-1912"

In 1868, during the winter months, Camden began moving his family to Oakland, California,
primarily "on account of the children attending school there and on account of my investments
there and in San Francisco."*® This change may have been the impetus for Camden's decision to
divest himself of some of his business interests in Shasta County. In addition to the hotel,
Camden sold the sawmill. Although a profitable enterprise if properly supervised, Camden had
difficulty finding reliable men to cut timber and run the mill. Without being present to supervise
daily operations, he elected to sell the mill, which he did in 1868.%” Through both transactions,
however, Camden retained the bulk of the land included in Tower's original claim. (Camden's
cash entry patent for the lands originally claimed by Tower may have been an effort to clear his
title to the property, for, although Tower had made improvements to the land, he had never
actually secured a patent.)

Even though the Camdens began spending the winters in Oakland the ranch adjacent to the
Tower House was considered the "home place." While their children were in school, the family
spent only the summers at the ranch, during which time Charles Camden attended to the annual
maintenance and upkeep of the toll road, to his local mining ventures, and to the operation of the
ranch. However, after the completion of their daughters' schooling, the Camdens again spent the
majority of their year at the ranch.

Although Camden had given up working his placer claims himself in 1868, he retained his
interest in mining properties, continuing to locate and patent claims. One such claim covered the
94-acre Chitwood Placer Mine, located directly adjacent to Camden's cash entry patent. A
government surveyor prepared a mineral survey plat of the claim in July of 1873 (Figure 11).
The boundary of the claim incorporated about a mile of the creek bed of Crystal Creek, the area
in the vicinity of the Willow-Crystal creek confluence, as well as additional lands adjacent to the
north and west of Camden's cash entry claim.*®

Between 1880 and 1900, additions to the Camden house included a second story and an
extension of the gabled roof over the entire length of the house. In 1898, Camden contracted for
the construction of a new hay barn, and, in 1899, one of his hired hands completed a new
chicken house.

During this period, Camden also improved the grounds surrounding his house. By the late
1800s, flower beds lined both sides of the front walkway (Figure 12), and trees shaded the yard,
watered by a series of wooden irrigation boxes. A croquet court occupied a portion of the yard,
where the family gathered also for tea and sports such as archery (Figures 13, 14 and 15). Ivy
grew on the walls of the Camden house, shading it in the summer months (Figure 16). A lily
pond was located at the west end of the back field, just past Tower's grave, the latter planted with
roses (Figure 17).%

" See historic base map, 1869-1912 on page 25.
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Figure 12. Circa 1900 photograph of the front walkway, looking
from house north to front yard gate. Source: Hubbard Collection,
NPS Museum Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.

4444«

Figure 13. Circa 1890 photograph of the croquet court in the
Camden's yard. Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS Museum
Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.

> > > >

Figure 14. The Camden family and friends in the yard, prior to 1893.
Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS Museum Collections, Whiskeytown
NRA.
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Figure 15. Mary Camden with her bow in the front yard.
Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS Museum Collections,
Whiskeytown NRA.
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5 Figure 16. Circa 1910 photograph of the Camden house,
et showing ivy on front porch. Note wooden irrigation box in

lower right corner of photo. Source: Hubbard Collection, NPS
Museum Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.
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Figure 17. The lily pond west of Levi Tower's grave, circa 1890. Source: Hubbard
Collection, NPS Museum Collections, Whiskeytown NRA.
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Camden also was indirectly involved in the addition of improvements to support the Tower
House. In 1881 he registered an agreement with hotel-owner Andy Cusick, permitting the latter
to "erect on his (Camden's) ground near the blacksmith shop a small house to be used by his
brother and relatives."*’

By 1895, Camden had sold his mining and timber interests and attended "only to the home
place and ranch and toll road in Shasta Co., as well as his other interests in Oakland and San
Francisco."" In the spring of 1899, Camden deeded the home ranch to his daughter and son-in-
law, Grace and Austin Richards.’® The property included "one hundred and nineteen acres and
forty nine hundredths of an acre." For some years, possibly since the death of his wife in 1893,
Charles Camden had been living with the Richards. Entries from the Camden Ranch log book for
the years 1898 and 1899 indicate that Camden and the Richards spent the majority of the year at
the home ranch.>® Camden, who was then in his early 80s, continued to supervise the repair of
the toll road and to direct the agricultural operations at the ranch.

Ranch logbook entries indicate that Camden directed and supervised both the crews
maintaining the toll road, as well as the agricultural operations at the ranch. Hired hands helped
with the ranch work. Fritz Oding and his brother Henry did much of the heavy work such as
plowing, harrowing and irrigating. Fritz lived in the "house by the mill," presumably the one
built in 1855 to house the mill workers.

In the early spring (late February or early March), Mr. Camden started seeds for the
vegetable garden in "hot beds." The largest vegetable garden appears to have been the "mill
garden," the exact location of which is unknown. There, they planted early rose potatoes, onions,
parsnips, beets, carrots (two varieties "Long Ondings" and "White Vosges"), salsify, peas
("Champions of England" and "Little Gems"), corn, musk-melons, lima beans, white beans,
green beans, eggplant, cucumbers, and okra. Artichokes were planted near the hay barn and an
asparagus bed was planted near the "apple house."

Besides the garden produce, clover and alfalfa hay were grown in several fields on the home
ranch. Ranch hands sowed and irrigated alfalfa in the "field north of the Avenue" and in the
"horse lot." Reference is also made to a "field back of the mill," a "Weaver[ville] road field," a
"field back of the house," and a "field across the bridge.">* At the end of the 1899 season, the
Camden ranch had yielded 91 loads of hay, averaging one-half ton per load; Mr. Camden
supervised the weighing and storing of the hay in various locations on the property, including the
"hay barn" <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>