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THE PEESIffiSrr'S HOUSE

Of a l l  h is to r ic  public bu ild ings in  the  United S ta tes the  White House or 

the P residen t' a House as i t  was f i r s t  c a lle d , i s  perhaps the most famous. The 

Home o f the  President fo r  uore than 160 years, th is  gracious white build ing  a t 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue has a  unique appeal fo r  a l l  c it iz e n s . I t  i s  here, 

more than in  any o ther public bu ild ing  in  the country, th a t h is to ry  becomes 

personalised .

With the  exception of George Washington, who chose i t s  s i t e  and was active  

in  planning i t s  design and execution, a l l  the American p residen ts hove lived  in  

the White House, so th a t  i t s  h is to ry  i s  inseparable from th a t o f the  country.

The White House has been the o f f ic ia l  cen ter of the executive branch of 

the  Government ever since President and Mrs. John Adams became i t s  f i r s t  occu­

pants in  lcGO. Some o f the Biotst fa te fu l  decisions in  the  coun try 's  h is to ry  

have been made here . On another le v e l the  Hoc* o f the  President has re f le c ted , as 

i t  has influenced, the  so c ia l and c u ltu ra l  h is to ry  o f the United S ta tes.

B r i l l ia n t  a f f a i r s  have taken place w ithin  i t s  v a ils —weddings, fe te s  and 

receptions—and such ssournful events as the  funera l serv ices o f the  five  

p residen ts who have died in  o ff ic e .

Designed o r ig in a lly  to  avoid formal d isp lay  the  d ign ity  and charm of the

Executive Mansion have been re ta ined  through the reconstruction , enlargements



and coinplete renovation (in  19 2̂ ) th a t f i r e ,  time and the growth of the country 

have necessita ted .

The cornerstone of the White House was la id  October 13, 1792. I t  was the 

f i r s t  public bu ild ing  to  be erected  in  the new c i ty  o f Washington. During the 

War of Independence and the following period of the Confederation, Congress had 

s e t  in  e igh t c i t i e s .  When the C onstitu tion was adopted in  17c9, i t  provided 

th a t  Congress should have le g is la t iv e  con tro l aver a d i s t r i c t  to  be selected  as 

the permanent sea t o f the Government. The next year a  Residence B il l  was passed, 

s tip u la tin g  th a t  the C apital would remain in  Philadelphia u n t i l  loOO, when i t  

was to  be moved to  a  d i s t r i c t  located on the Potomac River. Three comaissioners 

were appointed to  lay  out the Federal City, s e l l  lo ts  and e rec t a Capitol, 

P resid en t' s House and o ther b u ild in g s .

Ib design the new c ity , President George Washington chose a French engineer. 

Major P ierre  L 'Enfant, who had fought fo r  the  United S ta tes during the Revolution. 

L 'Enfant, described h is  prophetic v is io n  of a  b e a u tifu l, ordered c ity  in  a 

l e t t e r  o f app lica tion  fo r the  appointment. Ihe p lan , ' he wrote, should be 

drawn on such a scale as to  leave room fo r  th a t aggrandizement and embellish­

ment which the increase in  the wealth o f the Nation w ill  perm it i t  to  pursue, 

a t any period however remote.

Two focal po in ts  in  h is  p lans, submitted in  1791, were the Capitol arid

the White House, which he ca lled  the  P re s id e n t's  Palace. Washington lilted  a

ridge overlooking the Potomac fo r the  s i t e  o f the P re s id e n t's  House. The

land was p a rt o f a  la rge  p lan ta tio n  owned by a  fanner, ttsvid Burns, whose

cottage stood on the  s i te  o f the present Pan-American Building. Bums was

one of the ma jor landowners with whom Washington made a  famous agreement 
enabling the Government to  purchase a l l  necessary land fo r  the c ity , a t  $67 an

acre.
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In  March 1792, the  ccrm U aianera o ffered  "£S00 as* a  gold laodal o f th a t 

value" fcs* the  bent p lan  fo r  a P resid en t' s House. Ataong the  designs sub­

m itted  was one sen t in  aaony^iously by 2hcnas Je ffe rso n , who a s  .Secretary of 

S ta te , had drawn up the  com petition. I3s» id e n tity  of the  author o f the 

c la s t ic  design, which, was signed "A.Z.,'4 was no t discovered u n t i l  M s grant- 

grandson found a  dup lica te  of i t  in  Je ffe rso n ’8 papers end matched thee with 

" A .i .’s" designs in  the con test papers preserved in  B e ltinare .

President Washington was p leased  w ith the response to  the competition, 

noting; " I  found .. .idaqy w ell conceived and ingmiouc plans fo r  the  Public 

bu ild ings in  the  Bar C ity ; i t  was a  p leasure  indeed, to  f in d , in  an in fan t 

country, such a  d isp lay  o f a rc h ite c tu ra l a b i l i t i e s . ' ’

-be v isa in g  design, chosen by Washington and the  Cos srlssionera , was by 

Jasass ilaban, an Irish -b o rn  Charleston a rc h ite c t .  Ilia design, which bad a  

re s tra in e d  d ig n ity  th a t appealed to  the  b u ild e rs  of the new democracy, pro- 

videfi fo r  a  c e n tra l  bu ild ing  of th ree  s to r ie s ,  w ith  a  pedtnant sod Ttmi*. 
colusana on the no rth  f ro n ts  and w ith  provision fo r  wings and o ther add itions 

as the need arose.

fwo sources a rc  c re d ite d  a s  th e  In sp ira tio n  fo r  Hoban’s  design, in  the 

sa in  facade, i t  r e scab lcs  the  lu te  o f L e in ste r’s  house in  Dublin, then 

recen tly  completed, l a  i t s  o th er faces and in  the in te r io r  plan i t  conferee 

acre  c lo se ly  to  nA Design fo r  a  GenUaoSm’a  House** shewn In an English flash 

e& A rchitecture by James J ib b s, then w idely used by American a rc h ite c ts .

Although the Koben dosl@i was H qpls and d ign ified  the e lse  o f the 

and i t s  grounds, then c e lle d  the President’s  Square, aeausd extravagantly 

large to  acue taeabera o f Congreee. Washington defended the grounds in  a 

le t te r , reworking: "I see no n ecessity  f t r  dim inishing the Sintra a llo tted  

for the P resident's H o u se ...It i s  coaler a t a l l  tin ea  to  retrench **«» to  

enlarge a  square."
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To tuxierstaad bow laa*ge the  plans fo r  the President * s House seoaad I t  

nugt be retaeeibered th a t the  Federal a rm  was unsa. iersjsly  ru ra l .  In  1.00 

there  were fewer than kOO bouses la  the c ity , which had a  population of 

3,210. (The whole country had a  population of c lo u t 5 ,000,OCX*). Opposition 

to  the  cost of the  p leas caused th g , to  be ijodlfled  aad only the c en tra l 

p c rtic n  o f hbban's design \*&a b u i l t .

Construction of the  P re s id e n t's  House proceeded slow ly. The outer 

e x te rio r valla were b u i l t  o f oandsuotae quarried  a t  Aqui» Creek, V irg in ia . 

Bricks fo r  the  house were baked on the s i t e  bu t saoet o ther ranf»T» <«•),« >ma to  

be transported  to  the  s i t e  by w ater. A shortage of s k il le d  labor aad l ack 

o f adequate funds slowed the house 's progress.

•2 >s framing o f the  roof and the  e x te r io r  w alls were completed in  1796.

At th a t  t ia e  the  wal l s  were given a  p ro tec tiv e  coat o f p a in t aad i t  vas 

probably th is  f i r s t  pa in ting  th a t led  the  P re s id e n t's  Souse to  be c a i w  the 

Whitt Bataa. A fter the B r itish  burned the House in  13lA, the  patched sad 

Oiieks ferifiimsd m i l s  were aga in  pa in ted . Fttau then on the  neese, White abuse, 

m s  used w ith increasing  frequency; bu t i t  was not u n t i l  Theodore R oosevelt's 

afta.inigtgs.tioB th a t  the  popular a—> h— ius an o f f ic ia l  aos.

Whs© President and Mr*. John became i t s  f ir s t  occupants in  1300,

the P rssidaot's House vas s t i l l  unfinished. President Adas,* arrived la  

w a s h in g f i r s t ,  Fran the White House an Bovee&er 2 , he wrote a le tte r  to  *>*? 

w ife A bigail, la  which he said: "I prey to  heaven to  bestow the beat o f 

blessin gs an th is  house, and an n i l  that sh a ll hereafter inhabit, i t .  iky  

but honest aad v ise  iwb ever ru le under th is  roof.*  :)ore than 130 years la ter  

President Franklin D. Roosevelt had th is  prayer carved on the a t t ls p&aoe  of 

the State Dining Scan.

Whan :m. Adaeo Joined her isa&aad a t  th e  White uaaaa, s te  vas h p ressed

by i t s  a lee  and by the view froc her v ia to r , which shewed the chips passing up
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and dam  the Potasac to  the  p o rt o f Alexandria. The unfinished in te r io r  of 

the bouse, however, ceased her nueh d is t r e s s .  On Ifcvtxiber 21, 1500, the* f i r s t  

F i r s t  Lady of the  White House described i t s  pleasure* and problem  to  her 

s i s te r :  ’’The house i s  upon & grand and superb sca le , requ iring  about 30 

servants to  a tten d  and keep the  apartments in  proper order and perform the 

ordinary business o f the  house and s ta b le s ;  an e stab lisb aen t very s e l l  

proportioned to  the  P resid en t’s sa la ry .*  ( ib is  was then annually .)

"’The lig h tin g  o f  the  apartugnte , frera the k itchen to  parlours and 

chambers, i s  a  tax  indeed; and the  f i r e s  ve a re  obliged to  keep to  secure us 

frost d a ily  agues i s  another cheering comfort. To a s s i s t  us in  th is  great 

c a s t le , and reader le s s  attendance necessary, b e l ls  a re  wholly wanting, not 

one sin g le  one being hung through the  whole house, cm  p rec ises a re  a l l  you 

con o b ta in .”

The b e l ls  were no t hung u n t i l  Use sp ring  o f 1301 when Thcraas Jefferson  

liv e d  in  the house. Mrs* Adasaa continues: The sa in  s ta irc a se  was not

fin ish ed  and would not be th a t  w in ter. The grounds were e n tire ly  ualsnoccaped 

and ”wb have no t th e  le a s t  fence, yard or o ther convenience, without and the 

g rea t unfinished audience-roos 1 asibe a  drying roots o f , to  hang up the c lo th es .” 

This audience roots was Use unfin ished  E ast 3oc^, the grand re cept ion and 

bollroou of the  White House, which vbm not to  be completed u n t i l  1359.

la. the  whole house, Mrs. Mosa explained, only "Six char hers a re  ua&e 

comfortable; two arc  occupied by th e  P residen t and Mr. Shaw. Stew was using 

two lower rocos fo r  a  ccmon parlou r, and one fo r  a  levee rocc* «&29snetem 

U pstairs there  i s  the oval roc&, which I s  designed fo r  the  drawing roca, end has 

the erLasan fu rn itu re  in  i t .  I t  i s  a  very tendsorse roan now; bu t when completed 

i t  w i l l  be b e a u t ifu l . .

Mrs. Adass* fa v o r ite  room was the  one d ire c tly  above the  Been, whose
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oval car e llip tc c a l shape i t  duplicates. f\or oany year# new i t  ha# been the 

^resident's Sfcuay; but in  Idea, i t  tea  the s a ls  drawing roast o f the unfinished 

P resident's itouae. Itare the How Year deception o f UQ1, the f ir s t  large- 

sca le  event bold a t the Efcite Mouse, took p lace. Guests were received by 

the President la  f u l l  d ress, lie wore, la  the fashion o f Washington, a  su it 

o f blaek velv et v lth  s i lk  oteekings, s ilv e r  2saee and shoe buckle#, white 

w aistcoat, poeerded hair and Glove*. Beginning a  trad ition  that continues 

today, the .sariae Band played fo r  the reception.

Pot the three aad cm  h a lf -acavths o f Mmm* tera in  the executive 

m m sm  the formal procedures adopted by President end Hr#. Washington were 

follow ed.  Whan GteraM Jeffaraon became the th ird  president, aad the f ir s t  

to  liv e  a  fu ll, team in  the White M use, hi# approach to  the rede van tp*tt» 

d ifferen t.

ibe developecat o f a  d ip lomat i c trad ition  and r^thods a t bantling 

executive function# are a# uuch a  part o f the liv in g  h istory  o f the White 

House as axe i t s  arcM teetural and in ter io r  detail*  For i t  vaa in  the drawing 

r a x * , a t the dining table and in  the study a f the B resldent's Hone that th eir  

developuent took p lace.

During the early year# o f the White House it#  occupants bad fey  precedent# 

to  fo llo f  in  drawing up a code o f behavior that would su it the democratic 

national temperament and y et be proper fa r  our dealings with foreign countries, 

fhe f ir s t  two president# sere influenced by European court behavior, la  

exceeding years d ifferen t presidents follow ed other ways. U see ranged fro., 

the sim p licity  o f the Jefferson and Jackson nc^in iatretim a to  the formal cues 

of Gauss Monroe and others. In the P resident's house the intisaat# d e ta ils  o f 

o ff ic ia l receptions and protocol were decided.

Jefferson announced that be would abolish  the weekly receptions cud 

f  arual a ffa ir#  a t the Wtdte House and have only two recaption# a year: on 

January 1 st and July 4th . At h is f ir s t  reception in  July 1301 he in stitu ted
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t.ly  |yg tog  o f tig, < n plfww q£  SCKiSg <8 0q£ M»:W ted

doee. H r  successive receptions—tdtiah vers oyen to  a l l —at trac te d such 

croyfts t t e t  taoporsf? booths and ten ts w n  placed shout the grounds to  serve 

whoa. % the asteadsfoaeat c£ T&axjgeeax dlpdam te Jef fe r son received foreign  

M inisters and e l U a e s  a lik e . The t e r t i t e  xndiens W  gepDawte *

tlan  in  h is  tia e  cad a t one tmaom  reception v is ito r s  batched with in terest 

while the new trim eter frees Tunisia removed h is  tarbaaa to  shoe the Osage 

Xnd̂ fy>y that M s handy th e ir s , vaa te a e d .

Construction continued on the President’s  house during Jefferson 's tern . 

Although M s enany&OMS plans for the house had been pained over Jefferson 's 

deslga for the ea st and n est ierraoss earn used, daring h ie terra in  t t e ir  

construction, hast? were s ir iia r  to  the visage he had EJLreody designed for  

h is .o o tice ilo  base, ted  w ith Benjaate L atnisc, Shan he ejapointeu arch itect 

for the develqp&eat o f the Khite Bouse, Jefferson revieed the desi^a for the 

South Portico sod coiooorated on on*  for the iihrtfc P ortico. Beth designs hod 

o«lar been ro u ted  in  on the lioban plans.

Jefferson 's a tten tion  to  the appearance o f the eseeeutive mansion hoc 

not confined to  i t s  arch itecture. Jfrcn h is  records we Moor that as selected  

fhraitore fo r  23 roans, introduced :sa terisls u iy  chintz and A ialty  in  place 

o f roes favored and fe s ta l e l i t e  and brocades, and brought the f ir s t  g i l t  

furniture, then a nmr preach fash ion , in to  the P resident's Souse, 

i-ter M s con coifcsrt and that o f i&dte Bouse ©.tests Jefferson desigw d severed, 

ingenious contrivances. Ansag these sere a turns t i l s  zachtnc for  

clothes in  h is bedroom c lo se t and circu lar revolving shelves in  the dining rocs~.

Jefferson was a  widower when he tea—a president. When he needed a 

hostess for  Vhite ilouee functions he often  acted the v ife  at h is secretary  

of S tate , Dollay HMUa t , to  serve. CM such occasions a r^essen^jer would be 

sect to  the I-hdiscn house tilth  io© note: ^Tbcuas Jefferoon begs Mrs. Jadiscn
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to  taka care o f resa le  friend s eap w ted ..."

Whan Jam s la&tsca becoue president D olley Indiana wee already a  fatsoua 

^ahifi^toa h ostess. % the President'a House aba rostered gam  o f the 

b r illia n ce  mad g lit te r  o f sktcapotm courts, but when a H —  took M s oath 

of o ffic e  for a  second tears la  1 1 3  tS* country vm  a t  tjb t with England.

Ob Jugust 3*t, l i lk ,  B ritish  troops cepturod the c ity . Arriving a t a  

assorted White house la te  1» the evening, (ind ison  i*tsT le f t  to  Jala the 

A ry; P olicy  bod fle d  fa r  V irginia) the B ritish  burned the build ing, in  

retaOia&tcB fo r  destruction by Aaerieaa troops o f earn pub lic  buildings la  

Canada.

When the Madia—» returned to  Washiagtaa a few days la ter  they found 

that only the partiakly dragged ssadstotse v a lla  and the in terior  brtelawrk 

of the President’s ikmse had survived the f ir e . Of th eir  own possessions 

aad those o f the White House nothing regained except the l i t t l e  & « . iadiaeo  

hat bees able to  ta in  w ith her, sad the G ilbert Stuart p ortrait o f George 

«feahiagtcn, which had bung i s  tbs S tate Dining sock sin ce 1300. Ian». >861 son 

t e l l s  the celebrated story  o f her rescue o f the painting, which now 

hangs in  the a ss t Boon, in  a le t te r  w ritten to  her s is te r  the aftem ooa of 

the f ir s :  U0ur hind frien d , Mr. C arroll, has eons to  hasten ay departure, cod

i s  in  a « y  bad teuasr with m  because I  in s is t  on w aiting until, tbs large 

picture o f Oaa. i&sMngtcn i s  secured, and i t  rntpsired to  be unscrewed fro* the 

w all. LjUs process was found too tedious fo r  these perilous aoe.sente: I  have

ordered the frsaa to  be broken, rad the canvas token out: i t  i s  done—and the

precious p ortra it pieced in  the hands o f two gratlsucn o f aw  York for 

safekeeping. '1

Far iiore then a year a fter  the f ir e  the jen a ld eatia l hone was Octagon 

House, Col. John H syloe's uo^e a t . Later xhe M asses awed

to  the cearner house o f the "'Coven Buildings," which used to  stand a t  19th Street 

and Pcsmeylvmiia Avenue. 5



Restoration. o f the White Bouse wee begun In 1j15, voder the supervision  

of J —»  Hdben. Before the house could be i n la n d  the dara g ad in terior had 

to  be torn dote and debris xeoowed* Actual reb tild ia g  o f the boose began in  

1_XS, w ith a  provision fwm  Bceeident i-eftiMB that ico  a r ig ia a l design be 

maintained.

Sxccjrt for  t be Jaet aeon and the Barth end South P orttcce, ehieh bed not 

bees erected prior to  tb s burning, the President'll Bouse vet* completed in  

.Deoewber 1U17 when President sad Mrs. uaces Monroe saved in . Par the f ir s t  

ifev sa&the o f h is ta r t the Hanroee hid lived, la  their  cum bone o s I  S treet.

A quantity o f fin e  furniture sod decorations bad boon ordered fron France by 

tbs Maarfes to  -furnish the restored b u t a^pty P resident's bouse, to  serve 

u n til th is  shtpusnt arrived furniture fr o - tbs ixnrese* own fin e  

co llec tio n  « c  Ojpsraised and purcbeaed by Oowersaeat go D irect for use in  the 

P resident's Bouse* feaaoQ the ba sse t itsn s sere  s ilv e r  b a sis and u te n sils , 

which tbs Ornmnematfe paid for by w eight. The b i l l  was not f ib r e d  in  round 

m therc e ith er: ten  soup la d isa  coat & .56i  end. four s a v in s  d ish es, #»Q2 .9?: .

'lbs restored White Bouse m e opened to  the public Haw Years le y  16U . 

Presideax ijsnroe believed  that use o f iaaopeaa diplomatic f  ccu a lity  in  the 

President*# Bouse would help the new republic in  I t s  Iw M sp  with those nations, 

lie wasted, he sa id , to  place foreign  *t*pt̂ *M*fe* in  washlagtoo "upon the 

ease footing as the Aucrio&a M inisters were placed in  Europeen Coasts, upon & 

footing o f fora end mctmany**1 His eA ulaletantlon draw up the f i r s t  fonaal 

code o f soo la l praSadeoco in  the United s ta te s , w ith o f f ic ia l  rank aa a  b a sis. 

*a>ig code, w ith certa in  zaodifioetiaM t, has hens retained to  the present tim e.

The new White Bouse f t s a U lh p  provided a  f it t in g  background for the 

form ality o f Manroe' s  agt;iaistoat.im . She large oval receptions root': (Blue Roan) 

shone with carved end gilded furniture, covered in  eri&eeh sa tin . For the
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flo o r  there vas a green .hu&ussod rug, infcerwveii with the am s o f the 

United S ta tes. Asoog the elegant p ieces which Itasrott ordered free, .rea ct 

cM  which, are eudtmc the nost distinguished p ieces in  the White House today 

ere the 5.as3ive mirror and sold ceaterpiece cud aoeaspaz^lag cam^iryS 

in  the State Diming Boats and two g if t  clocks known as the iteonlbal ami 

Minerva clock s, wow used in  the Jreen ami Blue Books resp ectively . IVas 

Hurope Uoea’os a lso  ordered sta te  china and s ilv e r  p la te , the f ir s t  

to  he fjoeoratod with the coal o f the U. S.

During the la s t  year o f - eearae ’ s  teen the &srviag South Portico o f the 

house was completed. In lifiy , during the f  ir c t  year of JmCrev Jackson’ c 

ad^inistrfttion, the liarth. Portico m s b u ilt  and the Hast Itoeti completely 

dceorutsd and furnished for the f ir s t  tto e . fieee  two improvements at 

la s t  brcug&t the President’s  Bouse to  eosp lcfita i, eeccardiag to  i t s  arigiisal 

plisa.

-he Best UoGtt had f ir s t  been floored i s  1*113, when the w alls and ce ilin g s  

were a lso  p lastered , but lech  o f funds bod kept i t  half-agxty. As 

1*325 inventory l i s t s  those as the principal ftn*aishia0 & o f the race:

2h 1surge sohoguy artshalro,  ̂ large so fas, a ll. tm finishsd, m i e i$ * i pine 

tab les. 'She pine tab les were a basely nose for so grandlyKxoavsived & root-.

Jackson bad a strong in teract in  seeing the President’s  House m u lc te d  

and w ell furnished. During M s two ter -s  $^$,000 was granted fo r  furaiShiagB 

for the bouse, including $10,000 to  nate the ikust Hook the stab tty  one i t s  s iz e  

dmanded.

ihe w alls o f the Beet Boon were covered w ith le-cn -yellcw  peper and gilded  

chairs and sofas iqphalstared in  bins dtesaak placed anim at then, ilsrec gilded  

teresase clxm deliora were hung frou the c e ilin g  and heavy curtains o f bine sad 

yellow a t the large windows, fhe f le e r  was covered with 500 yards of 

Brussels carpet. Pour o a sta ls o f blnak Ita lia n  smxb is  were in sta lled , with
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m irrors above. On the  cornice was a  lin e  o f g ilded s ta rs  and over the semi­

c irc le  of the door were 2^ gold s ta r s ,  representing the  s ta te s .

Receptions under Jackson were large  and, lik e  those of Jefferson , open 

to  a l l .  He carried  the b e l ie f  th a t  democratic behaviour should be simple and 

unceremonious f a r  beyond Je ffe rso n 's  and earned fo r  h is  adm inistrations the 
name "the era  of f ro n t ie r  democracy." A fter h is  inaugural ceremony Jackson 

inv ited  everyone over to  the  P resid en t’s House fo r refreshm ents. Ihe crowd was 

so large and so pressing  th a t Jackson was forced to  f le e  the White House by a 

back rou te , to  re tu rn  to  h is  Washington lodgings. His weekly drawing room and 

o ther public receptions were so informal th a t they were announced to  the news­

papers in  advance, as an in v ita tio n  to  the public .

Almost as large as h is  receptions were those held by Abrhham Lincoln. For 
these too , in v ita tio n s  were not required and eager crowds poured in to  the  White 

House to  glimpse the  President during the tense days of h is  terms. Die Hew Year 

receptions were maintained during the years of the C iv il War. S tarting  a t  nine 

in  the morning the President and Mrs. Lincoln greeted , one by one, diplomats, 

Congressmen, Army o ff ic e rs  and o ther o f f ic ia l s .  At noon the door of the White 

House was opened to  the public and fo r two hours people passed by the President 

and h is  w ife, and then l e f t  the East Room through a temporary ex it in  one of 

i t s  large  windows.

I t  was a f te r  such a reception on January 1, 1863, th a t  Secretary of State 

Seward brought Lincoln the Emancipation Proclamation fo r  h is  signature . Before

signing the document, in  a  second f lo o r o ff ic e , Lincdh complained of the 
weariness in  h is  arm. "I have been shaking hands since nine o 'c lock  th is

morning and my r ig h t arm i s  pa ra ljaed . I f  my name ever goes in to  h is to ry  i t  

w ill  be fo r th is  a c t and my whole soul i s  in  i t .  I f  my hand trembles when I 
sign the Proclamation a l l  who examine the document h e rea fte r  w ill  say 'he 

h e s ita te d !"
From 1629 u n t i l  1902 no important s tru c tu ra l fea tu res  of the White House were
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attend, although uany wod&vu. in^rovooeaits continued to  be m Se. Water w  

piped in to  cbe building la  Lj>3̂  end gas lig h tin g  introduced in  liAd* At 

in tervals la ter  & hot vater beating aystcsa, an elevator/ and e le c tr e ity  

were in sta lled . Soring President iksirw  Jackson's tarn the oast terrace was 

en tire ly  rauoved.

by ljJ02 the in terior  o f the bouse was a confused mixture o f s ty le s . Roms 

had been decora tod and refurnished by succeeding ftdninl gtrationa in  the various 

ta stes o f tbs t ir e s . Few roocs were bartxsiioue with the Georgian o i^ l ie i t y  

oi' tbs Jouee*6 arch itecture. Structural repairs were a lso  uaeesoary. 

accordingly, Congress ajjprcgjriated tore than a  h alf m illion  dollars to  repair 

and refurnish the house sad to  construct new afficcdf for the president.

th is  separation o f residence and executive o ffic e s  reestablished the second 

floor as liv in g  quarters. 'Ac o ffic e s  ware b u ilt in  & new viag, west o f the 

West Terrace, wbcre-^:q?eaded--ti»ey reaaln today.

V irtually  the whole f ir s t  floor had to  bo reb u ilt and the second story  

flo o rs strengthened . The main stairway of the house, which dated 

frou President Ulysses Grant's tin e , was removed from the west end o f the corridor 

to  i t s  present location  between the s e t  Hoots and the lobby. This enabled the 

arch itects (HcKia, Ifead, and White) to  enlarge the S tate Dining Rom. The Hast 

Terrace was a lso  reconstructed.

During tbs restoration  the President end h is fam ily liv ed  a t So. 22 Jackson 

Place, on the west sid e o f Lafayette Park. At the end o f the restoration  

President Theodore Roosevelt announced that the ’White House...was restored to  

the beauty, d ign ity  and sim p licity  o f i t s  orig in a l p lan .”

In decorating the enlarged State Dining Soon a  decorative c e ilin g  was in sta lled  

and the w alls o f ties root?, were covered with carved oak panelling. On these 

w alls, now painted lig h t greet, Roosevelt bung heads o f American gape sa l-  

• sols. A window in  the west w all o f the room was cloned to  permit the intro-
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duction o f a large  open f ire p la c e . Hub mantel in s ta l le d  by the a rc h ite c ts  had 

lio n  heeds carved on i t .  These heads the  President had removed, a t  h is  own 

considerable expense, in  order to  replace them w ith carvings o f the heads of 

an American animal, the  bu ffa lo .

Hie East Room was a lso  redecorated. Rev fea tu res  were the massive c ry s ta l 

chandeliers and w all panels designed by scu lp to r Lee Lawrie. Four years la te r  

th is  roam was the se ttin g  o f one o f the moat b r i l l i a n t  weddings ever to  take 

place in  the  «hite house, when President R oosevelt's popular daughter Alice 

was married to  Nicholas Longworth on February 17, 1906. One thousand guests 

were in v ited  to  the formal noon wedding. Breakfast fo r  the  b r id a l p a rty  was 

held in  the  P rivate  Dining Room while o ther guests were served in  the S tate 

Dining Room. Among the  wedding g i f t s  the  b rid e  received were a  necklace of 

63 matched pear la  with a  diamond c la sp  from the Republic o f Cuba, a  dower 

chest f i l l e d  w ith ra re  s i lk s ,  embroideries and ivory carvings from the Uapresr, 

Dowager o f China; a  ta p e s try  frdm the President o f France and o ther g i f t s  from 

the Fmperors o f Japan and A ustria, from the Kings o f I ta ly  and Spain, and o thers . 

The gala  wedding was f a r  d if fe re n t from the White House wedding of a  p re s id en t's  

daughter, when the  Monroe's youngest g i r l  Maria was married in  1520, only

re la tiv e s  and close personal frien d s were p resen t. More fe s tiv e  was the East 

Itoon wedding of President Ulysses S. (brant's daughter N ellie , who became the

wife of Algernon C. S a rto ris  in  167**.

Not a  wedding reception but surely  one o f the  most in te re s tin g  receptions

held in  the  White House oust have been the v i s i t  o f -peer. Sana o f Hawaii who

came to  the  white House in  the  summer o f 1666. President Johnson received her

in  the Red Room and then opened the  doors o f the  executive mansion to  a l l  who 
wished to  see the  Hawaiian .

A poignant reminder th a t  a l l  i s  not form ality  and g l i t t e r  on s ta te  

occasions a t  the  White House i s  contained in  the  following quotation from a

13



L ette r w ritte n  in  lcUl by P r i s c i l la  ly ie r ,  who was ac ting  as White Bouse 

hostess fo r her fa th e r-in -law , President John T y le r:

Vy f i r s t  s ta te  dinner i s  over; obi such a  long one, our f i r s t  dinner 

in  the s ta te  dining root;. I  was the only lady a t  the  t a b l e . . . . I  t r ie d  to  be 

cheerfu l as possib le , though I  f e l t  m iserable a l l  the  t i r * ,  as ny baby was 

crying, a d  I received M a n g e  a f te r  aaenage to  cot* to  the nursery.

Between 1903 and 19bc a  few important changes were wade in  the <hite 

Bouse. The Executive Office bu ild ing  was enlarged in  1910; several guest 

rooms were bade in  the  a t t i c  during tfUsos * s  te rn , and the roof and th ird  

sto ry  were recodeled in  1^271

Early in  the  adsdrils tra tion  of Franklin D. Booaevelt funds were raised  

by public subscrip tion  fo r  construction  of a swinging pool. A few years 

l a t e r  a  iuodern e le c tr ic  kitchen was in s ta l le d  and a basement dug under the 

north P ortico . During World ter I I  the  East tfing was constructed. B u ilt of 

extra-heavy, sha tte r-p ro o f uasonry w ith a  limestone e x te r io r  and a  12-inch- 

th ick  concrete ro o f, th is  build ing  includes an a ir - r a id  sh e lte r , po lice  

quarters sod storerooms. In th is  period  a  motion p ic tu re  th ea tre  was a lso  

put in  under the e a s t te rra ce  and a  small gymnasium se t up near the pool. In 

I'-jhb a  balcony was b u i l t  o f f  the  second f lo o r , behind the  coLusr.s o f the Couth 

Portieo , which provided a p riv a te  porch fo r  the  p re s id e n t 's  fam ily.

Through the years o f separate a lte ra t io n s  and additions maay o f the old 

wooden beams and in te r io r  w alls o f the White House had been weakened. In 

lyko President Barry Trues®:, became worried by the trem bling of the  chandelier 

in  the Blue Boom c e llin g  and the ghostly  v ib ra tio n s  in  the  f lo o r o f h is  study 

and o ther roocis in  the  house. When an in v es tig a tio n  o f the house was made
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such alarming conditions were discovered th a t the  President a id  h is  fatally 

looved across the s t r e e t  in to  B la ir  House. Ihe *5xite House furn ish ings were 

reserved fo r  storage and & thorough survey o f the  house made.

Dae survey revealed th a t beam© were inadequately supported; th a t  heavy 

c e ilin g s  had dropped several ind ies and th a t even the foundations were too 

weak to  support the w alls erected on thee. Some o f the shocking d e ta i ls  o f 

the repo rt noted: th a t  the  b rick s supporting the  stain stairw ay upon which

hundreds of v is i to r s  had d a ily  climbed, were crumbling; th a t the  second flo o r 

was a  major f i r e  hazard; th a t the  enormous, heavily  decorated East Boon: 

c e llin g , which weighed JO pounds to  the square inch, had already sagged six  

inchesI

Careful study stowed th a t there  was no way to  save the mansion except by 

complete removal o f the  inadequate in te r io r  construction  and by carrying a l l  

footings down to sa fe r bearing s o i l .  Only the  e x te r io r  w alls, the fireproof 
roof and the  th ird  f lo o r framing could be re ta in ed . In 19^9 Congress authorised 

the  establishm ent o f a  Commission on Renovation of the Executive Mansion to  

decide whether to  r a te  the White House and replace i t  w ith a  sew build ing  or 

to  preserve as much o f the old  one as possib le .

The decision , announced a f te r  long d iscussion , was th a t the old sandstone 

w alls would be re ta ined  and the  bu ild ing  w ithin would be reconstructed according 

to  the o rig in a l p lan .

Reconstruction was begun December lyby and by the autumn o f 19 50 the moat 

c r i t i c a l  phase o f th is  tremendous undertaking was accomplished. The o ld  walla 

were underpinned w ith concrete p ie rs , some having footings 2^ to  27 fe e t below 

ground le v e l. The wooden beams and b rick  supporting w alls o f the In te r io r

15



were replaced by a  rsodere s te e l  frsu ework. Concrete f lo o rs  were la id  asd 

p a r t i t io n  w alls erected .

The excavation necessary fo r the  construction  o f the  underpinnings 

provided the  :icu Thite House with a  baaeEent and a  sesaaniae f lo o r . These 

are  used fo r  machinery s i  e le c t r ic a l  e^uip^ent and fo r  storage su'd service 

f a c i l i t i e s .

Preparation f a r  the  in te r io r  f in is h  o f the  bouse was sade as the  outer 

construction proceeded. In order to  rec rea te  the house in  i t s  h is to r ic  isage 

the  o rig in a l s i ;« o f a l l  public rooms and nearly  a l l  c e ilin g  leve ls  were 

maintained. iiuch p la s te r  work was preserved in ta c t  fo r  rep laeeren t or 

exactly  reproduced fross the o r ig in a l p a tte r s . In sosne cases i t  was redesigned 

and sim p lified . As f a r  as possib le  the woodwork was a lso  preserved. 2he 

carved oak panelling  in  the  S ta te  Dining Ttoos was exactly  replaced and the 

so lid  i&toogmxy doors used in  the old  house now serve the new in te r io r .

So&e p leasan t su rp rises  turned up in  the  course o f renovating. In 

breaking through p la s te r  cornices in  & hallway, fo r  example, so«e o f Hoban's 

o rig in a l omaiservtal co rn ices, dated l 8l'& were discovered and incorporated in 

the new decor.

In add ition  to  making the  ih i te  House as firep ro o f and durable as 

p oss ib le , the renovation a lso  made i t  more comfortable and e f f ic ie n t .  4 » re  

there  were formerly be to o k *  and lb  bathe in  the re s id e n tia l  p a rt of the house 

there  a rc  isow 5b rooms a i  16 ba ths. The to ta l  number o f white House Koo&s 

has been increased from 62 to  132. Alto, e th e r Congress appropriated 

$5,761,000 fo r  the renovation.

the ISnasaua fam ily moved back to  the £ i i te  House i a  laurch 1952, in  t i r e
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to  receive (Ueea Ju liana  and Prince Bernhard of the Motherland* as th e ir  

f i r s t  house guests in  the  new & ite  iitouse.

* Compare this figure with that for tho cost of the first President's 
House, when £232,371*^3 was spent frosa the hc&iralttg of construction to 
January 1, 1U>1.
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UTTER ICR

Furnishings and * c a ra tio n  o f the  White dsum  are  peedewinantly Georgian 

iii s ty le . Tba re cent  renovation eade every e f fo r t  to  re ta in  o r  re s to re  the 

o rig in a l atmosphere o f the  house. S t i l l  maaag the coat in te re s tin g  pieces 

a re  those ordered by President Monroe to  re fu rn ish  th e  house a f te r  I t s  turning 

in  lolfe, Other au tiquas hove recen tly  beet: acquired by g i f t .  Under the leader- 

ship o f  the  F i r s t  Lady, Hre. John F. Kennedy, th e  new Ooassittee o f the  Floe 

Arte Corar.lasioti fo r  the  White House5’ i s  expected to  ob tain  o th er English,

French &cd American an tiques, o f the  kind used in  the  United S ta tes in  1 0 2 , the 

year the  cfeite House was f i r s t  adequately furnished.

P o rtra ita  o f former p residen ts haog In the  lobby, co rrido r and public rooms 

o f the White iSause. Most o f  theca belong to  the formal c o llec tio n  of p res id en tia l 

p o r t r a i ts  which va& begun in  loff, S ta r o f the c o llec tio n  i s  a  p ic tu re  th a t 

an tedates i t ,  the S tuart p o r t r a i t  o f  Washington which i s  the only p ic tu re  th a t 

has been la  the White House since i t  was b u i l t .  A&oag the  p o r t r a i ts  o f some 

specia l in te r e s t  to  a r t  and so c ia l h is to r ia n s  a re  those by George P.A. Healy, 

whose signature  appears on s ix  o f them. Scaly, who w&s a  p ro l if ic  sod popular 

p o r t r a i t  p a in te r  o f the  K id-isth  century , painted the  p o r t r a i t  o f  Il^co ln  a f te r  

the  presiden t s a t  fo r  hiss in  l l tA . Eaetoan Johnson, a  p roaiasn t ly th  century 

American a r t i s t ,  and 3alph E arl, the  son and namesake o f one o f America's co lonial 

p a in te rs , a re  a lso  represented . In addition, to  the  p o r t r a i ts  eoka&lssionsd fo r 

the White House o th er pa in tings o f  p residen ts and th e i r  wives have been riven 

to  the c o lle c tio n .

Bae in te r io r  o f the taain f lo o r o f the  White House follow s the o rig in a l 

Bdbsa plan, except fo r  the  two change* &ade tsx 1902; the «al*rg*aeat of the
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State  Dining Bxs& arid the placement o f  the m in  s t a i r s .

So the r i^ x t  o f the entrance door I s  a  ssaJLl roam, f i r s t  known as tha 

P o rte r’s Lodge ar«d now the U sher's Rocks. Immediately to  the  l e f t  i s  a  

passageway to  the  Last Roars.

LOBBY M 3  MAUI CORRIDOR 

Watered from th e  fiorth Portico the  lobby provided a  s ta te ly  Introduction 

to  the  -h ite  House, one which i s  characterised  by a  foaling  o f  spec? l ig h t  and 

d ig n ity . nix c la s s ic  c o lte rs  separate the  lobby, which i s  k̂ -faet wide avd 

31 fe e t deej., frees the  long red -c a rte  ted co rrid o r in to  which a l l  s ta te  public 

tooias open. A la rg e  cyllr«drlcal lan te rn  with g lass  panels hangs from the 

cen ter o f the lobby and i s  balanced by a  p a ir  o f g racefu l chandeliers hung 

to  the  Xftft and r ig h t  on the  co rrid o r co ilin g . Ifceee th ree  lig h tin g  

arrangements, a i r i l y  suspended to punctuate the  spaciousness o f the roo&s, 

enhance th e ir  e ffe c t .

IHSiuRT SIX PAGES
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There Is  only one private roou on the f ir s t  flo o r; '3b* F hsily  Sl nl ng 

doom. square root* with a vaulted ce llin g  has the only chandelier in

the White House that i s  s t i l l  ligh ted  with cand le s , A b u tler’s pantry, which 

a lso  opens Into the State Dining Room, eouoeets i t  with the ground floor  

kitchen.

S&COBD FLOOR

Dm second and third flo o rs o f the 4xite House are reserved for the 

finally end guests o f the President. Hiring the 1958 renovation changes 

were rede tb sake these rooeaa store eonvenieut and cotsforthble, Inst the 

general plan follow s the orig in al o « . In 1^61 a kitchen, b u tler ’s pantry 

and dining roan were In sta lled  for the use o f  the President and h is  fam ily.

Die o f the second floor i s  divided in to  three areas with the center 

serving as a  passageway and the two ends furnished as s itt in g  w oa». For 

many years the roots© to the west have been the F irst Fatally’8 liv in g  quarters. 

From the Jacksoa period u n til 1902 the ea st m oss were used for presidential 

o ffice*  and Cabinet n estin gs. After executive officcJverc housed i s  a  

separate bu ild ing, the east roots become the principal guest p o o d s.

THE PHESHEJfT’S 3TU1H

In the early  years o f the «fcite House th is  sta te ly  oval p o o l, d irectly  

above the Blue Boom, was variously used as a  drawing room, a library end a 

s ittin g  room. In modern tin es i t  has been & study for the President, whose 

o ffic e  I s  in  the Executive Building.

THE MC8KQE ROOH

East o f the Study i s  the M ojitos Foo». F irst used as a s ittin g  to o k  and 

la ter  as part o f the Cabinet o ffic e s  the roc& was the home o f Cabinet 

meetings frw . l  o :} u n til ly02. Dm Treaty o f Peace between the United States
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and Spain was signed here on August 12, IL9G. The roos; was resto red  in  

the Monroe tra d itio n  by President and l-'ra. Herbert Hoover. She f i r s t  press 

cooftraoWB held by a  F ir s t  Lady were conducted here by Mrs. Franklin D. 

Roosevelt.

LESCOLS BOCK

Next to  the itonroe Rook are the two rooms which form the Lincoln su ite  

The Ijur.it roos near the southeast corner was used fo r  Cabinet meetings frum 

the  Jackson period u  t i l  the adm inistration  o f Johnson, tiers Lincoln signed 

the Bcancipatipn Frocleeaation o f January 1, l3t>3. When the  Executive Office 

Building was erected in  1902 the roos becaiae a  . west badrooD.. Luring the 

Hoover ters a  raufeear o f ih rn isk iags dating frosa Lincoln * a time were placed 

here. In te r  Lincoln*# carved, 7 - foo t-long  bed was brought in . Other Lincoln 

f u r l  sh irks include Cabinet c h a irs , an e labo ra te ly  carved tab le  end bureau 

and the desk aod taantel clock used in  h is  sreuser residence a t  the  S o ld ie r 's  

Scare. Hoc la ta  king George V I,during h is  v i s i t  to  the  United S tates In  1939, 

stayed in  the Lincoln roan.

ROSE ROOM

The p rin c ip a l guest roasa o f the  ,*d te  House i s  the  Rose Boon, opposite 

the  Lincoln  Stoats. Furnishings include come of the o ld es t p ieces in  the White 

House, asxMig then a  fou r-poster mahogauy le d  w ith canopy overhead. Queesi 

LUzabeth stayed here during her 193> v i s i t ,  a s  did Winston Churchill, when 

he v is i te d  the *&ite Bouse.

THIRD FLOOR

In the  19i& renovation th e  general plan o f the th ird  f lo o r was re ta ined  

but ad d itio n a l rooms and baths were provided and o ther rooms made ;jore

comfortable. I t  now has 31 rom  and 9 b a th s , many o f them furnished with 

reproductions o f lo th  century p ieces. A ramp leads frost the co rridor to  the
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aolarinu over the couth P ortico , givin,; the white douse fatally a  p riv a te  place 

la the aun.

jRCfUSD FLOOH

the public  entrance to  the White House ia  through a foyer a t  the end of 

the East -terrace. Ihe foyer opens to  a jsaarble-walled and floored corridor 

extending the  length o f the  ground f lo o r . Iho low p la s te r  ce ilin g  i s  vau lted .

On the north side o f the co rrido r are  the L ibrary, Broadcasting ard 

Conference Bowa, Kitchen a  id Pantry. On the south side a re  the  Social Rxsk, 

China Rdoe, DtplOEiatic Reception Roots, lad ies  Powder Hoesa and raedic&l a  d 

houeekeepi^r o ff ic e s .

EUriny h e  19^2 renovation the w alls o f the  L ibrary, China Boon ai<d 

CloakrocjTi were panelled  ia pine fross the o ld  beans o f the  «hite House.

OHS LIBRARY

The Library was f i r s t  retaodeled in  1937, a f te r  manias workaday functions 

as a  cloakroom, storage roosa and even, p r io r  to  19*̂2 , a  l aundry roost. How a 

eoefo rtab lc , inforsial roG» iu  which to  re lax  and browse asong the books, i t  

combines old and recen t h is to ry . Besides the  w all panelling , the  pine 

saaotle a d  sandstone fa c ia -  o f  the f irep lac e  were p a r t  o f the  o ld  house. The 

blue a d  white t i l e s  border!rv' i t  were planned by President Frankli n D. 

Ruosevelc, fo r  use in  h is  Hyde Park Library. They were designed, by a r t i s t  

W illies Hortf,roves, to  show scenes in  the  l i f e  o f a  p res id en t. Roosevelt died 

before they were c a t t le  ted and President Tkutsan had ther. placed h ere . President 

and Mrs. Dwight Eisenhower were te lev ise d  in  the Library the night o f h is  

ree lec tio n .
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c u m  atom

JBsout 27J p ieces o f  china, s ilv e r  and glassware, representing ta ll*  

furnishings used by the p residentia l T m ille a , are displayed la  t ills  roo&.

Um -diibe (Sous* chine co llec tio n  was began under Hrs. Theodor* BooeeweIt, by 

i'Sra. JBsby Gan.. Baker. President Jackson’ s fin e  French dla^acr sad dessert se ts  

decorated with tbs teaarieea es&lej a urJliju© act o f BsrUand china, ordered by 

Mrs. Skitherfard E. Bayes and featuring pointings o f  p lants aod animals o f the 

United S tates, which were designed by an fem jftam  a r t is t , Theodore Searla; sod 

*  s ta ll  se t o f Baviland cM :a designed by Mrs, Beu so l Harrison, using sta rs, 

Indian com  end ^oidmrod, are mom: those represented 1 . the se lectio n  o f 

china used by F lret la d les before sta te  chine was f ir s t  ordered during the 

Wilson edsainistrsAion. Ksaoples o f the three se ts  o f Atarieat; cede Lenox 

State chine, se le c ted by sire, Wilson, Mr*. Franklin D. Jooacvelt and Mrs.

Tnasan, each containing service fo r  L3G people, are a lso  shown.

DIPLOMATIC HDJLPTIOK ROOM 

acts sfcena&ag ov&l pock, d ire c tly  under the  Slue &xmt was f i r s t  resaddled 

in  l<fci2 as a lobby fo r  th e  entrance o f ambassadors arid o ther h l^ ta rank iae  peseta. 

In 1552 i t  was e n tir e ly  redecorated. Jtoons th e  f u r n i s h i . s  i s  ar- Aaericsn-aad# 

rag w ith the sea l o f the  jjO s ta te s  w m i  in  an inner border, asking i t  the 

f i r s t  furn ish ing  in  th e  ‘m ite  Bouse to  reeogr4.se the  ew s ta te s .  Site# i t  i s  

throu^i th is  roots th a t  rseebers o f the  p re s id e n tia l f t e i l y  en te r and leave the 

f t ii te  House in  p rivacy , i t  la  f i t t i n g  th a t tike old Predderrt * 9 Seel, which 

was in la id  in  the  f i r s t  f lo o r  lobby from 1/j2 u n t i l  V-jj2, I s  now lu  a  

p o sitio n  shove the north entrance to  the mom. P o r tra its  o f F ir s t  Ladies 

decorate the w alls and a  c o llec tio n  o f 36 porcelain  p la te s  w ith pain tings
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o f P resid en ts’ wires a re  displayed in  two cases in  the  root . The p la te s  

were painted by 3. «tegt»r o f  the Royal B erlin  Factory sod given to  the r&ite 

Souse in  honor o f Mrs. Eisenhower.

BRQMSGteJTIBG ROOK 

In the IS 52 renovation the  o r ig in a l *hite House kitchoa was put to  an 

in te re s tin g  and unforseen use when i t  became a  broadeasting and conference 

room. Modem soundproof w alls a id  ce ilin g s  were in s ta l le d , while the  old 

sandstone f irep lac es  on the easte rn  a?id w esters sides o f the roesa were re se t. 

Above one firep lac e  are stones, saved fxxm the  old  house, these bear Masonic 

symbols cut on then: by the uen >d*3 b u i l t  the  f i r s t  P re s id en t’s House.

THE a£0U3DS

Ihe grounds o f  the *hite House have been landscaped s ick ly , in  keeping with 

the  q u ie t, d ig n ified  aUtosphere o f the  House. 1 /Enfant’s o rig in a l plan o f the 

C ity o f Washington ca lled  fo r  the  P residen t’s Park to  extend from H S tree t on 

the north to  the Potomac River on the  south, between l;>th and 1 /th  S tree ts , 

lb day V acres surround the  white abuse. In add ition  to  the  enclosed a rea  the 

P residen t’s  Park a lso  includes an ou ter po rtion  o f 52 acres known as the  

around* South o f the  Executive Mansion.* M s  land includes the E llip se .

Eight gateways lead to  the  *hibe House g ro u p s . The aain  approach to  the 

House ia  frotc the  n o rth , through a 56?.J-circular driveway opening from gates 

on Pennsylvania Aveuue and passing under the Horth Portico .

Uae grounds contain shout 250 tre e s , repre«wmtin. tuore than 50 species.

■|he hsudso;m shrubs include so&e f in e  iiig liah  boxwood, the la rg e s t o f which 

i s  as o ld  as the  white Reuse.

Oldest tre e  i s  a  la rge  American e ls ,  standing high on a  kno ll, which 

was p lanted by John juniey Aastaj, the only son o f a  p residen t to  beccss* a
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Chief Executive. Standing to  oae side Of the South Portico a re  two aagnolia 

tre e s  planted by Andres Jackson. These were saplings transp lan ted  fross h is  

Hermitage h a te , in  n m e p  of Jackson‘ s w ife, who died sh o rtly  a f te r  h is  

e lec tio n  a d  was buried  the day before Chris teas in  the white s a t in  gown 

she had bought to  wear fo r her husband's inauguration. The t r e e s , now crcnrn 

to  fc-4fenific©nt a i :e, a re  SHOng the xaost b e a u tifu l on the grou-ds. Other tre e s  

were p la - te d  by p residen ts and th e i r  wives. TVo lindens p lanted  by Franklin D. 

Booaevelt cauaerorate the  Coronation o f George VI.

There sure no cherry tree s  on the  ih i te  House g ro u p s  bu t i t  was a  F irs t  

Lady Kra. if. Howard T aft, who f i r s t  had the  idea o f a  cherry  b lossos season 

in  Washington. Hiring her husband's sdn in i s t r u t  ion the  hsyor o f  Ibisyo arranged 

fo r  h is  c i ty  to  send 3,000 cherry tree s  to  the C ap ital.

The White House has several gardens. F ir s t  planned and trea te d  as o ld- 

fashioned Colonial gardens by Mrs. Theodore lioosevelt, the  garden* were 

redesigned by the f i r s t  Mrs. doodrov Wilson. Her rose garden i s  used fo r 

outdoor ceretaOiiles.

Jflbe custom, o f Easter-egg roiling, on the vlaite House lawn was inaugurated 

by President Hayes. When he heard th a t  the  child ren  o f Washington would not 

be allowed to  r o l l  aggs on the Capitol ,-rou.ds he in v ited  the: to  coue over to 

h is  lean . Except in  wartime, the  child ren  have c o a tl ued to  ©oae.
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THE EHTEAHCS LOBBY MW MAIN CORRIDOR

The mein entrance to  the t& ita  House, used by o f f ic ia l  guests, is  

through the north po rtico  wttich leads in to  a large lobby. Beyond the 

lobby, extending east and west, is  a long c o rrid o r. The entrance to 

the main stairw ay, formerly frees the co rrid o r, t?as changed in  1952 to 

the east side  of the lobby. Seals of the Thirteen O rig inal S ta tes are 

carved on the marble-faced opening of the stairw ay.

Six c la ss ic  columns separata  the lobby and main co rrid o r. The 

columns and the p i la s te r s  spaced along the walls are  of vari-co lo red  

Varment marble. The floo rs of pink and gray Tennessee marble are la id  

in  p a tte rn . On the f lo o r , between the cen tra l columns, the dates 

1792*1902 and 1817*1952 are inscribed  in  an e ll ip s e  of 48 s ta r s .

Window hangings are red and the rug which covers the co rridor floor 

is  of the same co lo r.

A large e le c tr ic  lan tern  illum inates the north p o rtico , and a 

vestibu le  o f g lass framed in  aluminum gives access to  the lobby. At 

the cen ter of the lobby is  a bronze lan te rn , acquired la  1902. A p a ir 

of fine  c ry s ta l chandeliers, anonymously presented in  1946, hang fro© 

the ce ilin g  of the c o rrid o r. Additional lig h tin g  is  provided by bronze 

standards in  the lobby and co rrid o r. Around the w alls are 12 walnut 

benches upholstered In red damask, acquired in  1902. A large m irror, 

dating from 1902, reaches frees the flo o r to  the c e ilin g  on the vest 

side of the lobby.

On opposite w alls of the lobby are p o r t r a i ts  of P residen ts Thomas 

Jefferson  (1884) and Andrew Jackson (1879) by £. F. Andrews. P o r tra its  

along the walls of the co rrido r are : P resident William ftcKinley (1902)
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by Mi. D. iiurphyi Presidents Martin Van Bursa (1858) and Janes K. Polk 

(1858) by Geo. P. A. Healy, and President Abraham Lincoln (1916) by 

George Henry Story (Loan-Snithsonian In stitu tio n ). On the v a ils  of 

the stairway are p ortraits o f Presidents Warren G. Harding (1930) by 

F. Luis Mora, and Ulysses S. Grant (1875) by Henry Ulke.
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The East Soon, scene of b r illia n t sta te  functions, is  the grand ball* 

roots and reception h a ll o f the White House. I t  is  the largest roast in  

the Mansion, covering the en tire east end of the f ir s t  flo o r. Guests 

assemble here for so c ia l a ffa irs and m usieales, usually held a fter  

dinners, where 400 persons can be seated comfortably.

Famous weddings and funeral ceremonies have taken place hers. The 

weddings Include those of N ellie  Grant, daughter of President Grant;

A lice Roosevelt, daughter of President Theodore Roosevelt, and J essie  

Wilson, daughter of President Wilson. Funeral services were held here 

for Presidents William Henry Harrison, Bachary Taylor, Abraham Lincoln, 

Warren G. Harding, and Franklin 0. Roosevelt.

The East Room la decorated in  white and gold. White enameled wood 

pansHog covers the w ells , and spaced at in tervals are s ix  low -relief 

panels. The floor is  o f oak parquetry in Fontainebleau design.

Moat of the furnishings acquired in 1902-3 are s t i l l  in use. The 

large crysta l chandelier hangs from an elaborately decoratad p laster  

c e ilin g . Four g i l t  mirrors, surmounted with eagles, extend above the 

rouge antique marble mantels. The windows are draped in lemon-gold and 

white s ilk  damask from gilded wood corn ices, g i lt  benches along the w alls 

are upholstered in the same co lors. Two g i l t  so fas, g if ts  in 1951, are 

upholstered in blue damask. The gilded consoles with marble tops, 

jardinieres placed on them, candelabra on the mantels, bronze lig h t 

standards and andirons date from 1902.

On the mantels are bisque copies of Houdon busts of Washington, 

Franklin and Jefferson , and the Folk bust o f Lincoln, presented la  1908-9 

by the French Ambassador. The white marble urn on the east side of the

THB BAST BOOH
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room was donated in  1947. The mahogany concert grand piano, decorated 

with dancing scenes, was presented December 10, 1938 by Theodore 

S tetnw aj»

F u ll-leng th  p o r tra i ts  of George and Martha Washington hang on the 

e a s t w all. The Washington p o r t r a i t ,  painted in  1797 by G ilbert S tu a rt, 

Is the one saved by Dolley Madison. Mrs. Washington's p o r t r a i t  was 

painted in  1878 by 5. F. Andrews.
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THE GilEEH iiOOM

The Green Soon is  one of the three public parlors In the White 

Souse. In 1800, th is parlor was referred to as 'Canaan Dining Soon", 

and i t  was the "Card Soon’' during the Monroe adm inistration. I t  is  

used principally  for informal receptions, end by the F irst Lady to 

receive afternoon tea gu ests. Diplomats and their wives are also  

received in the Green Zoom.

The wall covering, above the whit* enameled wainscoting, and 

draperies are of green a lia  damask. *"A green Aubuason rug, centered 

with the President's se a l, covers the oak flo o r . The white Carrara 

marble mantel, imported from Ita ly  in 1819, is  a companion to that 

in the Sad Room.

The Green Hoorn, in keeping with i t s  functions, contains chairs 

and sofas grouped for informal entertainm ent. A sp ecia l advisory 

committee selected  most o f the present furniture in  recent years.

The crysta l chandelier was presented during the Hoover adminis- 

tra tion .

On the south end of the room is  a g i l t  framed mirror dating from
<SWl /T~ -©? 'yt-, eryj

1902. Beneath i t  la  a reprwdugttoi^sf a Monroe bureau, w ith-braes 

g a lle ry and marble U»p%—Ga the bureau- are s ilv e r -g ilt  pieces from 

the Biddle C ollection-* pair of early 19th-century candlesticks, and 

a vase urn with m ythological scenes, about 1800.

The Hannibal clock cm the mantel was purchased in 1817 from France, 

The Etruscan vases, cm each side of the clock, were part o f the table 

center-piece se t o f the State Dining Room, a lso  imported by Monroe.

Above the mantel la  the portrait o f President Franklin Pierce 

painted in 1858 by G. P. A. Healy, and President M illard Fillm ore's
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portrait by the same a r tis t  (1865) hangs on the vest v a il. The north 

v a il has portraits by E. 7 . Andrew* of Presidents Zachary Taylor (1879), 

and Andrew Johnson (1880); President Calvin Coolidge by Charles S. 

Kopkinson (1932), and President Svight D. Eisenhower by Thomas Stephens 

(1960).
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THE BLUE BOOM

The Blue Hoorn I* the o f f ic ia l  reception  roots o r "S ta te  Parlor" of 

the White House. Here the P residen t and the F ir s t  Lady receive d is ­

tinguished v is i to r s  and guests a t  s ta te  dinners and recep tions.

In the o rig in a l plans of the white House, the Blue Rook was ca lled  

the "Drawing Hoots". I t  has also  been known as the Oval Reception 

Booa", the " E ll ip t ic a l  Drawing Boon", and the "C ircu lar Boom” . The 

room was f i r s t  decorated in  blue by Martin Van Bures. Fsssous for 

i t s  e l l i p t i c a l  shape, the Slue Hoots has usually  been considered the fjost 

b eau tifu l room in  the Vhite Bouse.

The wall covering i s  deep blue s i lk  damask with a gold m otif

woven in  the f ie ld ,  with d raperies of the same m ate ria l. The floor

is  of white oak parquetry in  herringbone design and the wainscoting

is  white enamel. The mantel, in s ta l le d  in  1902, i s  o f white marble

carved and ornamented in  bronze. An 18th-century  m irror with

g i l t  frame, presented in  1948, i s  placed above the maate 1.3
^  --in  ■ ■<*— y cjfT&Sp ^ ^

In the Blue Boom, the fu rn itu re  la  white trimmed with gold, a id  ■

upholstered in  m ateria l to match draperies and w all covering. This 

s e t  o f fu rn itu re , including so fas, chairs and fo o ts to o ls , was acquired 

ia  1902-1903. The c ry s ta l chandelier waa presented early  

in  the Truman adm in istra tion .

On the mantel i s  a g i l t  clock, representing Minerva (Goddess of 

Wisdom) which was purchased ia  Prance by P resident Monroe. The g i l t  

candlesticks on the mantel a lso  were imported fro® France in  1817.

On the center tab le  i s  a large elephant urn ( la te  19th-century) 

which is  one of the s i l v e r - j i l t  pieces of the Biddle c o lle c tio n .
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With the advent of the Kennedy administration, portraits ware placed 

on the walla of the Blue Boom for the f ir s t  time since 1902. The portrait 

of John Quincy Adana (1864) by 6 . f .  A. Bealy hangs on the north-east 

w all. On the opposite wall Is  the portrait o f general George Washington 

(1890) by Lula Codetta.
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THE BED BOOM

A companion to the Green Room, the Red Roots is  used as a reception 

roan and by the F ir s t  Lady to  receive guests. I t  was referred  to in  1800 

as the P re s id e n t's  "Anti-Chamber," and as the "Yellow Drawing Room." Under 

John Tyler i t  was ca lled  the "Washington Roots" since the famous Washington 

p o r t r a i t  then hung in  the roots. The oath of o ff ic e , the only such 

occurrence in  the White House, was taken in  the Red Room by Rutherford S. 

Hayes on March 3, 1877.

The wall covering is  of red s i lk  dastask and the wainscoting of white 

enamel. A red Aubusson rug, with the P re s id e n t's  sea l a t  the cen ter, 

covers the vrtiite oak flo o r in  Marie A ntoinette design. The white marble 

mantel is  a twin to th a t in  the Green Room. On i t  are two 18th-century 

candelabra and a musical clock, g i f ts  in  1952 of P resident Aurlol of 

France. A c ry s ta l chandelier, presented in  1951, hangs from the center 

of the c e ilin g .

Some of the furnishings of the Red Room were se lec ted  by the White 

House Furnishings Committee. The arm chairs, upholstered in white s i lk  

damask, and a se ttee , upholstered in  red s i lk  damask, were purchased in 1936, 

and the large sofa was presented in  1952. Along the south wall is  a 

reproduction of a Monroe bureau, with brass g a lle ry  and marble top.

Placed on i t  are a p a ir  of g i l t  candelabra from the Monroe period, and 

two 3-branch candelabra (1810) from the Biddle c o llec tio n . A p a ir  of 

sing le  cand lesticks, 18th-century, from the Biddle co llec tio n  are on the 

tab les by the f irep lac e .

The p o r t r a i t  of P resident Woodrow Wilson (P. Graham Cootes, 1936) is  

placed over the mantel of the Red Room. On the east v a il  is  the p o r tr a i t  

of Mrs. Calvin Coolidge (Howard Chandler C hristy , c . 1924). Other p o r tra i ts
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are of President* Theodore Roosevelt, Zachary Taylor, John Adams, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, William Henry Harrison, James A. Garfield, 

Harry S . Truman, Andrew Jackson, James Madison, Grover Cleveland and 

Herbert Hoover.
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THE STATE DHtlSG 80QM.

The rooa la  the southwest corner of the f ir s t  floor was originally  

designated as the "Library and Cabinet iUxxa." Used for these purposes 

during early administrations, i t  was referred to as the "Common Dining 

Room' under Van Suren. The State Dining Room is  now used for a l l  large 

luncheons and dinners where more than 100 guests may be accommodated.

Paneled in English oak, or ig in a lly  Installed  in 1902, the walls were 

peinted pale green during the 1952 renovation. A green Geneva chenille  

rug covers the white oak floor. The window draperies are of gold s ilk  

damask. The ce ilin g , in p laster , is  elaborately decorated. The f ir e ­

place on the west side of the rooa is  faced with verde antique Vermont 

marble.

An antique mahogany table, presented in 1951, i s  placed at the center 

of the rooa. The elaborately decorated "surtout," perhaps the most out­

standing of the French pieces imported by President Monroe, is  se t on the 

table. Several pieces of the Biddle co llection  are also displayed in the 

room. A large covered tureen on a tray (1778) is  at the center of the 

"surtout;" a 4 -lig h t candelabrum (1810) at each end, and four eoapotieres 

(1812) are also on the table. On one side table is  a pair of eagle-tipped 

candelabra (1810), and on another side table i s  & punch bowl, early 19th- 

century. On the north wall is  an "over mantel," a gilt-framed painting 

of flowers over a mirror, presented in 1951 for King George VI of England 

by Princess Elisabeth, now Queen Elisabeth XI. Two 18th-century candelabra, 

also s g i f t  froa King George VI, are placed on each side of the sideboard 

below the airror.

Other furnishings in the rooa were purchased in 1902. The mahogany 

side chairs with high backs are upholstered in gold s i lk  velvet. The
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mahogany sideboard, with carved eagle legs, baa a green marble top and 

bronse gallery , and the two serving tables are of sim ilar design. The 

chandelier and wall sconces are s ilv e r  plated.

The painting of Abraham Lincoln by 6 . P. A. Mealy hangs on the west 

wall over the mantel. I t  was acquired by the White Souse in 1939 by the 

bequest of Mrs. Bobert  Todd Lincoln
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LIST OF DONORS

NAME ASTICLE DATE ACQUlHi-i)

LOBBY ABQ MAIM CORAIOOE

Alsop, Joseph & Stewart, 
Washington, D. C.

Grandfather Clock (1950) S ta ir  landing, e as t a f
lobby

Anoaysou* C rystal chandeliers,
p a ir  (1946) Main Corridor

EAST aocw

Praach Ambassador Sue t s  -  Washing ton, Franklin A Jefferson  (1908) ■, 
Lincoln (1909)

Lenyou, Mrs. Je an e tte , Mew fotk ,S .Y . 
(Manorial to Francis Haary Leayoa, 
1377-1943)

‘Adaa’ Sofas, p a ir  (1951)

Lockwood, Lake V. 
Sew York, N.Y.

Marble Ora, with pedesta l (1947)

Steinway, Theodore, 
Mew York, H.Y.

Grand Piano with bench (1933)

GREEN a&M

Biddle, Mrs. Margaret T  
Mew York, fl.Y.

C andlesticks, early  19th-century, p a ir , London. 
Vase urn, with ay tho log ica l scenes, London, about 
1800 (1957)

Eurdsa, Mr. & Mrs. W illies A.M., 
Haw York, N.Y.

Console ta b le s , (1955) 
p a ir

Crowxinshield, Mrs. Francis I . ,  
Moat Chaaln, Del.

Card ta b le s , p a ir  (1946)

Dillon, Mrs. Clarence, 
fa r  H ills , Mew Jersey

Sofa, Sheraton, large (1929)

Goodyear, Mrs. A. Conger, 
Hew York, «.Y.

Ans c h a irs , p a ir  (1951)

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Washington, D. C.

Per trait-D w ight D. Eisenhower by Thoms Stephens
(1961)

P ra t t ,  Mrs. Harold I . ,
How York, N.Y. (Chainaan,
White House Furnishings Ca— it t e o ,
1925-1947)

S traus, Herbert H.,
Hew York, H.Y.

Ara c h a irs , b a rre l backs, p a ir ,  (1941) 
Side c h a irs , four (1946)
Caanode, Sheraton (1947)

C rystal chandelier (1930)
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BLUE BOOMaawwev •

tldd l*, Mr*. Margaret T 
Sew York, 8.Y.

Elephant ura, la te  19th-century (Presented to Lt. 
Col. Yhoisan Monroe). (1957)

Crane, Mrs. Murray V. 
Washington, D. C.

Mirrors, w all, pair (1955)

hale. Chaster, 
Mew York, 8 .7 .

Crystal chandelier, Waterford (1947)

?resident F elix  Paure of France Vases, dark blue, pair (1898)

Republic of Ecuador Portrait-3 sorgo Washington by Luis Cadeaa (1890).

Sm usIs , Mitchell 
Sew York, H.Y.

"Aden* mirror, e . 1890 (1948).

K£D SOOM
lld d ls , Mrs. Margaret T. 
dew York, M.Y.

Candelabra, 3 -branch, Cadueeua eery atid , clawed feet 
Paul Starr, London, 1810.(1957).
Single candlestick#, pair, London, 18th-century(1957).

B liss , Mrs. Robert Woods, 
Washlagton, 0. C.

Large sofa (1951)

Crosninshield, Mrs. Francis B.
Moat Chatin, Mew Jersey, &
Mrs. Harold X. Pratt, Maw Yoxk,M.Y.

Table leaps, painted scenes (1947)

Baadridge, Mrs. Betty Taylor 
(daughter of President Taylor) 
Winchester, Ve.

Portrait-Zachary Taylor by Joseph h. Bush.

Basie, Mrs. Dwight 
Washington, 0. C.

Wing chair (1946)

Pi Beta Phi Sorority Portreit-Mrs. Calvin Coftlidge by Howard Chandler 
Chriaty (e . 1924)

Pratt, Mrs. Harold X., 
Wew York, B.Y. (Chairman, 
White House Furnishings 
Soanittee, 1925-1947).

Consoles, g ilt-e a g le  supports, asrhle tops, pair(1941) 
Most of tablet , in la id  tops, four (1931).
Tip-top tab ls, round (1941).
Oval top tables, pair (1941).
Drop lea f table, oval top (1941).
Pie crust tabls (1935).
Sewing ta b le ,(1929)

Preaideat Vincent Aurlol o f France Musical clack, 18th-century (1952). 
Candelabra, 18th-century, 5 -ligh t (1952).
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2EB ROOM (continued)

President Barry S. Truman, 
Washington, 0 .  C.

Portrait-President Berry 8 . Truman by Grets 
reaptea, (1953).

Rutherford, Ein. John, 
Mew fork, 8.Y.

Crystal chandelier (1951)

lay lor, Myron C .,  
3ew York, H.Y.

Portrait-President Franklin 8 . Roosevelt by 
Frank 0 .  Salisbury (1947)

Wilson, Mrs. Woodrow, 
hashingtea, D. C.

Portrait-President Woodrow Wilson by 
F. Grebe® Cootes (1937).

STATE DIHIMG <&QL4

Biddle, Mrs. Margaret T, 
Slew York, S.Y.

Candelabra, 4 - lig h t, clawed fee t, pair, .Benjamin 
4 Jacques Smith, London, 1810.(1957).
Ceapotiarea, four, Paul Storr, London, 1810. (1957). 
Covered tureen on tray, London, London, 1778. (1957). 
Candelabra, eagle tipped, P it ts , London, 1810.(1957) 
Punch bowl, early 19th-century, England, 1957.(1957)

Garrett, Mrs. George A., 
Washington, D. C.

Table, Chippendale (1951).

King George VI of England Overmantel (1951) 
Candelabra, pair (1951)

Lincoln, Mrs. Robert Todd, 
Washington, 0. C.

bequest, Portrait-President Abraham Lincoln by 
George P. A. Mealy (1939).

40


