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THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE

Of all historic public buildings in the United States the white House or
the Pregident's House as it was first called, ie perhaps the mcst famous. The
Home of the President for wore than 150 years, this gracious vhite building at
1600 Penosylvania Avenue has a unigue appeal for all citizens. It is here,
more than in any cther public building in the country, that history becomes
personalized.

With the exception of Jeorge Washington, who chose its site and was active
in planning its design and execution, all the American presidents have lived in
the White House, so that its history is inseparsble from that of the country.

The White House has been the official center of the executive branch of
the Govermuent ever since President and Mrs. John Adams became its first occu-
pants in 1000. Some of the most fateful declsions in the country's history
have been made here. On another level the Home of the President bas reflected, as
it has influenced, the social and cultural history of the United States.
Erilliant affairs have taken place within its valls--weddings, fetes and

receptions--and such mournful events as the funeral services of the five
presidents who have died in office.
Designed originally to avoid formal display the dignity and charm of the

Executive Mansion have been retained through the recconstruction, enlargevents



and cowplete renovation (in 1952) that fire, time and the growth of the country
have necessitated.

The cornerstone of the White House was laid October 13, 1792. It was the
first public building to be erected in the new city of Washington. During the
w€ar of Independence and the following period of the Confederation, Congress had
met in eight cities. when the Constitution was adopted in 17C9, it provided
that Congress should have legislative control over a district to be selected as
the permenent seat of the Governmemt. The next year a Residence Bill was passed,
stipulating that the Capital would remain in FPhiladelphia until 1300, when it
was 1o be moved to a district located on the Potomac River. Three commissioners
were appointed to lay out the Federal City, sell lots and erect a Capitol,
President's House and other buildings.

To design the new city, President Ceorge Washington chose g French engireer,
Major Plerre L'Infant, who had fought for the United States during the Revolution.
L'Enfant, described his prophetic vision of e beautiful, ordered city in a
letter of application for the appointment. "The plan, he wrote, “should be
drawvn on such a scale as to leave room for that aggrandizement and emwbellish-
ment which the increase in the wealth of the Nation will permit it to pursue,
at any period hovever remote.

Two focal points in his plans, submitted in 1791, were the Capitol and
the White House, which he called the President's Palace. Washington liked a
ridge overlooking the Potomac for the site of the President's House. The

land was part of a large plantation owned by a farmer, Bavid Burns, whose
cottage stood on the site of the present Pan-American Building. Burns was

one of the ma or landowners with whom Washington made a famous sgreement
ensbling the Government to purchase all necessary land for the city, at $7 an

acre.



In Harch 1792, the commissicners offered "J500 or & gold medal of that
value” for the best plan for o President's House. Jjmong the designs sub-
nitted vas one sent in anouysously by Thosks Jefferson, who as Seeretary of
State, hed drowm up the cepetition. The idemtity of the suthor of the
clasgic design, which was signed "A.Z.," vas not digcovered unmtil his great-
grendoon famnd & duplicate of it in Jefferson's papers end satched the: with
"A.Z.'s" desigpe in the contest pepers preserved in Baltimore.

President Weshington was plessed with the response to the caupetitionm,
noting: "I found...ssny well concelived and ingsnious plans for the Rublic
bulldings in the Sew City; it wos a plessure indsed, to fird, in sn infant
country, such a displey of architectural abilities.”

The wiming design, chwsen by Washington and the Caedssioners, was by
Jomas Doban, sn Drish-barn Charleston architect. Iis design, vhich md 2
restrained dignity that eppeeled to the builders of the new democreey, mro-
vided for & cemiral bulllding of thwee stories, with & pedixent and Iomie
colsie op the porth fronts and with provision for wings snd other additions
&s the need eroge.

Do scurces are credived as the lnspirvetiom for Hoben's design. In the
main facsde, il resembles the Duke of Leinster's house in Dublin, them
recently coupleted. In iis other faces and in the imtericr plan it conforme
zore closely to "A Design for & Gentlesan's House™ shown in am Roglish Dook
of Architecture by James Gibbs, then widsly used by Aserican avchitects.

Although the Hoban dosigs wes siumple and dignified the eive of the houss
and its grounds, them called the Preaident's Square, seeced extravagantly
large to scse nembers of Congress. Washingtom defended the grounds in &
letter, ressrking: "I see no necesaity for diminishing the Squere allotted
for the President's House...It is easier at 21l tines to retrench thean to
enlarge 8 squase.”



To understand how lasrge the plans for the President's House seemed it
gt be resenbered that the Federal sree was then largely rwal., In X0
there were fewer than 400 houses in the city, which had e populstion of
3,20, (’MM&MMM&W@NM%@,W). Cpposition
portion of Hoban's design wes built.

Construction of the President's House proceeded slowly. The cuter
exterior walls were buili of semdstone quairried st Agquia Creek, Virginis.
Bricks for the bouse were Lelked on the site but neet other materisls imd to
be trensported to the site by water. A shortase of skilled lsbor snd lsck
of adequate funds slowed the House's progress. |

The frexing of the roof and the exterior wlls were caspleted in 1790,
At that time the walls were given a protective cont of peint and it was
pFeobebly this first peinting thet lsd the Presidemt's House to be callad the
White House. After the Gritish bwrned the House in 1314, the patehed and
sucke-deriened walls were sgaln painted. From then on the nese, White Houge,
wag used with incressing frequency; but (¢ wes not until Theodore Soosevali's
adninigtration that the populsr nowe Leomwe an officisl one.

Wien President end lirs. Jolm Adais became its first eccupants in 10500,
e President's House was still wifindshed. Presidemt Adsus srrived in
Washington first. Frow the White House oo Hoverber 2, he wrote a letier to his
wife Abigall, in vhich he said: "I pray to heeven to bestow the best of
blessings on this house, and on all thet shall beveafter imimbit it. l&y nose
but hanest and wise men ever rule under this roof.” Hore than 130 yesrs later
mew&mmm:nﬁloma'
ihe State Dining Roau.
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and dowm the Potomac to the part of Alexandria. The unfinished interior of
the house, however, eaused her rueh distress. On Novemder 21; 1500, the first
First lady of the White House described its plessures and probless to her
sister: "The house is upom & grand snd superdb scale, requiring sbout 30
servanis to atiend and keep the apartuents in proper order and perfara the
crdinmry business of the house and stables; an eStablishoent very well
propartioned to the President's salery.” (This was then ammually.)

e lighting of the apartuents, fras the kitchen to perlours and
chmsbers, is & tax indeed; and the fires we are cblized Lo keep to secure us
froc dally agues is another cheering coaufort. To asssist us in this great
castle, and render less attendence mecesssry, bells are wholly weanting, not
one single one being hung tlxough the vhole house, and prazises are all you
can obtain,”™

The bells were not hung until the gpring of 1701 vhen Thomas Jefferson
lived in the house. irs. Ademg contimues: The main sitalrcase was not
finished and would not be tiat vimter. The grounds were entirely unlendscaped
and "we have not the least fence, yerd or other comvenience, without and the
great unfinished sudience-room I make & drying room of, to hang up the clothes.”
This audiense roo: was the unfinished Bast Roop, the grand reception hall and
ballroom of the White House, which wag not to be completed until 1026,

In the whole house, lrs. Adams explained, only "Six charbers ere rade
confortable; two are occupied by the President and Mr. Shaw. Shew was using
mlmrmtw:mww,mnmahmmm
Upstairs there is the oval room, which is designed for the drawing rocs, ond has
the erimson fwmiture in it. It is & very handsome room now; but when ceepleted
1t will de besutiful...”

Mrs. Adssg' favorite rooa was the one diRectly sbove the Blue Room, whose
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oval o elliptecal shape it duplicates. For many yeors now it has been the
President's Study; but in 1501 it wes the nain drewing rooa of the unfinighed
President's House. There the liew Year Recepiion of 1501, the firet large-
scale event held at the Fhilte House, took place. Cuests were received by
the President in full dregs. He wore, in the fashion of Weshingtom, & suit
¢ blach velvet with silk stoekings, silver knee and shoe buckles, white
vaigtcoat, powerded mir and gloves. Degimning & tradition tiat contimes
today, the Werine Band played for the reception.

For the three and one DAl monthe of Adass® term in the esoutive
wension the forual precedures adopted by President and Mrs. Washingion were
followed. Vhan Thooes Jedferson becmne the third president, and the first
to live a Tull texw in tho Fhite House, his spproach o the role wvas wuite
different.

The development of a diplomatic tradition and methods of handling
executive functions are &9 much & part of the living history of the White
louse &s are ils srehitectural and interior detall, For it was in the drewing
rooas, at the dining tebie and in the study of the President's Homse thet their
develogment took place.

During the early years of the White House its occupanis Wad fev preceadents
o follow in drewing up o code of behavicr that would suit the demceratic
mitlooal tesperauent and yet be proper for our dealingwith foreign countiies.
The first two presidents wre influenced by Furcpesn eourt behaviar. In
suceeding years different presidents followed other ways. These renged fro:
the sbaplieity of the Jefferson =i Jackson sduinistretions to the fortwml cnes
of Jases lowee and cthers. In the President's licuse the imtimate detalls of
cfficial receptions and protocol were decided.

Jefferson mmounced thet he would abolish the weekly receptions and other
forsal affairs at the Wite louse and have only two recepticns & yemr: om
Jammry lst and July 4th. At his first reception im July 1901 he imstituted
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the Juston of hondshelking, in place of bowing as Vashingten and Adsus had
dome. His succespive recepticnas--which were gpen %o all--attructed such
crowds that teuporsry booths and tants were placed about the grounds to gerve
thaa. 7o the astonisinment of RDuwropean diplomsis Jefferson received foreign
winigters mnd citlizens alike. The Aserican Indisns had diploatie representa-
tion in his tine axnd at one fanmous reception visitors watched with interest
while the nev almister fron Nuadsia resoved his twban to show the Osage
Indians that hiz head, like theirs, was shaved.

Construction coutiowed on the President's House Quring Jeffersem's tema.
Although his anonymous plans for the house bad been pessed over Jefferson's
design for the eagt and west terrapes were used during hic term in thelr
canstruction. These were sinilar to the winge be bad alrendy designed for
his Monticello home. And with Senjmain Latrobe, vheom he egpointed srchitect
for the dovelopuent of the White House, Jelferson revised the design for the
South Partico and coloboreted an one fow the licrth Periico. Both designs lnd
only been roughed in on the Hoben plans.

Jefferson's attention to the appesrance of the executive zansion was
not eenfined to ite srchitectuwre. From his records wo now thet he sclecisd
furniture for 23 roons, introduced malerisls like chintz and dixity im plage
of wove fovared aud fJemal silks and brocades, and brought the first gilt
furkiture, then & new French fashion, into the President's Bouse.

For his oun confort and thet of White Iuse gwsts Jefforscn desigwed seversl
ingenious comtrivances. Jjeong these were 8 btwastile maching for heaging
elgthes in his bedroon tloset and circular revelving shelves in the dlning rocu.

Jefferzon was & widower vhen ho becewe president. Vhen he needed a
nostess for Vhite-House functions he often asked the wife of his Sceretary
of State, Dolley adison, to serve. On such occasicns & messenger would be
sent o the Nedison house with €he note: "Thouns Jefferson begs lrs. ladisem
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to take eare of female friends expected...”

Vhes Jeses adison becmne mosident Dolley Hadison wes already a fmaous
Weshinzton hostess. To the President's House she restored sowe of the
prilliance and glitter of Duwropesn courts; but wvhen iadison took his cath
of affice for a second term ia 1513 the country was &l wer with Epgland.

on Augast 24, 1314, Bricish troops captured the city. Arriving et a
deperted White House late in the evening, (tindison ad left to join the
Arsy; Dollay hed fled for Vieginda) the British buwrned the building, in
retalistion for destruction by American troops of sose pdilic bulldings in
Canndn.

Vhen the Hadisens retwmed to Hashington o fov days later they fousd
whet only the partisdly dmeged sendstone wvalls and the intericr Wriskwork
of the Presideni's Homse had survived the five. Of their own pessessions
and those of the White Nouse nothing remined except the little ivs. ladises
had been sble to tale with her, and the Cilbert Stuset poriredt of Cewrge
Washingtan, which hed lsag in the State Dining Roma simge 1500. iws. 'adisom
tells the celchreted story of her rescue of the paloting, whish pow
hangs in the east Homs, in o letter witten ©o ber slster the alternem of
the fire: “Owr kind friend, ), Carroll, has come to hestes uy depertwre, mnd
is in a very bad hswe with =e becouse I insist on walting wntil the large
Heture of Gen, Vashingion is secured, and it reguired {0 be wunscrewed fron the
wall. This mocess was found (o0 tedious Tor these porilous noments: I have
ordored the frame to be brokem, and the comvas takem cul: 1t is dome-—-and the
precious portralt plased in the hands of two gevtlemen of lew Yook for
safcieeping.

Por nore than & year alter the fire the presidential hose wiz Octagmm
House, Col. John Tayloe's hove &t . Ilater the Adanses moved
to the carmer house of the "Coven Builldings,” which used to stand at 10th Street
and Penusylvenis Avenue. 5



Restaration of the White House wms begun in 1015, under the aupervision
of Jumawen Hoben. Sefore the house could be resbored the daaged intericr hed
to be torm down and debris removed. Actual rebdilding of the house begmn in
1426, with a provision from Pregident Yadison that its origianl design be
zaintained.

Baept for the Zest Roou and the North and Scuth Portices, which had not
been erected prior to the uraing, the President's House wes ccupleted in
Decexiber 1017 when President and irs. Jemes lMonroe moved in. Por the first
fow nonths of his torm the Homrces had lived in their own hone om I Street.
A guamtity of fine Durniture and deccesticns had been crdered from Franwe Ly
the Hamdes to $urnish the restoved but sply Preaident's House. $o serve
wrtil this shipeent ayrived fumiture Do the Homoes' o fine
collection was apmeised and puchaged by Goverment contenot for use ia the
President's House. /fsomg the Mowoee i{tens were silver bowls and ubenmsils,
widich the Govermsent pald for by velght. The dill vas not figwed in round
mubers elther: two soup ladles cost 35.56. and fowr serving dishes, $402.97:.

The restored White House was opened to the public Hew Yerrs Day 1510,
President Moo belleved that use of Buropesn diplammtic femaality in the
President's House would help the new republic in its dealings with those meticns.
He wemtoed, he said, to plage fareign diplossts in Weshington “wpon much the
sase footing as the Auerican Ministers were placed in Duropean Coumis, upm &
footing of fore and cerescny.” His addnistestion drew up the first fovssl
code of sooial prefedence in the United Btates, with aofficial renk as & basis.
Thais code, with certain modificstions, ims been reiaived to the present tine.

The nev White House Pwnishings provided & fitting backgroumd for the
forzality of Monroe's adninistration. The large oval recepticas room (Blue Roas)
shone with earved and gllded fwaniture, covered in erinson satin., Por the
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Tloowr there vas & green Auwbusson ruyg, intervoven vith the axus of the
United States. Asong Uhe <2legant pieces which omroe ordered froau Irance
and which are smwong the most distinguished pieces in the White House todsy
are the massive airror and gold centerplece cod acecupeaying ornmm.enis
in the Htate Dinlng Roocu and two gift clocks Imown as the lanaibel and
Hinerva clocks, now used in the Green and Blue Rooms respectively. ras
Durcope ligmos also ordered state ching and silver plate, the Tirst

o be decorated with the geal of the U, S.

During the last yoar of Homroe's texrm the cuarving Seuth Portice of the
house was cospleted. In 1129, dwing the firgl yeur of indrew Jackeon's
aduinistrstion, ihe North Portico was buili and the lest Room capletely
decorated and Cwnighed for the first time. pse two Lagprovenenis at
last brought the President's House o cpletion, ececrding to its ariginal
»len.

he Zast Hogu had Tirgt been floored in 1010, whem the walls and cellings
were also plastered, but lack of funds had kept it holfeepiy. An
125 inventory lists those ss the primtipsl furnisghings of the roo:

24 large sahogany srcohairs, 4 lorge sofes, all wfinished, and eight pine
tebles. The pine tables were a houely nole for so greadly-conmeived & room.

Jackson had & strong interest in seeing the President's Fouse cucpleted
and well Dwmished. During his two terss 345,000 was grented fer furnishings
for the house, ineluding 10,000 %o nske the Zmet foon the statBly one its size
decmnded.

The wvalls of the Snst Roon wre covered with lecon-yellow peper snd gilded
chairs and sofes uphalstered im blue darmsk placed agminst them., Thwee gllded
bronze chandeliers were hag fvoa the cellisg and henvy cwrtalns of blue asd
yellow at the large windows. The floor e covered with 500 yards of

Erussels caxpet. Powr nmantels o blagk Iitalise msrble were indialled, with
10



mirrors eabove., On the cornice was a line of gilded stars and over the semi-
circle of the door were 24 gold stars, representing the states.

Receptions under Jackson were large and, like those of Jefferson, open
to all, He carried the belief that democratic behaviour should be simple and

unceremonious far beyond Jefferson's and earned for his administrations the
name 'the era of frontier democracy.” After his inaugural ceremony Jackson

invited everyone over to the President's House for refreshments. The crowd was
so large and so pressing that Jackson was forced to flee the White House by a
back route, to return to his Washington lodgings. His weekly drawlng room and
other public receptions were so informal that they were announced to the news-
papers in advance, as an invitation to the public.

Almost as large as his receptions were those held by Abrkham Lincoln. For
these too, invitations were not required and eager crowds poured into the White

House to glimpse the President during the tense days of his terms. The New Year
receptions were maintained during the years of the Civil War. Starting at nine
in the morning the President and Mrs. Lincoln greeted, one by one, diplomats,

Congressmen, Army officers and other officials. At noon the door of the White
House was opened to the public and for two hours people passed by the President
and his wife, and then left the East Room through a temporary exit in one of
its large windows.

It was after such & reception on January 1, 1863, that Secretary of State
Seward brought Lincoln the Emancipation Proclamation for his signature. Before

signing the document, in a second floor office, Lincdh complained of the
weariness in his arm. "I have been shaking hands since nine o'clock this

morning and my right arm is paraly@ed. If my name ever goes into history it
will be for this act and my whole soul is in it. If my hand trembles when I
sign the Proclamation all who examine the document hereafter will say 'he

hesitated!”
From 1629 until 1902 no important structural features of the White House were



added, although weny modern lmprovenents comtimied to be nade. Waler was
piped into the building ia 13% end ges lighting imtroduced in 104D, At
intervals later a hot weter heating systom, an elewvatar, and electreity
were ingtalled. IDuring Pregident Andrew Jackson's tesw the cast terrvace was
entirely removed.

By 1902 the interior of the house was 8 confused mixtwre of sfiyles. Roous
had been decorated and refurnished by succeeding aduinistrations in the various
tastes of the tives. Few rooes wore hmrmonious with the Ceargian slupliecity
of the Souse's archijectwre. Structwal repairs were 2lso hecessery.
Accordingly, Congress appropriated more than & half willion dollers to repair
and refurnish the house and Lo comstruct new officeS far the presidemt.

This sepmrstion of residence and executive affices reestablished the secand
floor ss living quarters. The offices were bailt in & new wing, west of the
Vest Terrace, vhere--oxpanded--they resain tLodey.

Virtually the vhole first floor bad to be rebullt and the second story
flocrs strengthened . The uain stelrvay of the house, which dated
frou President Ulysses Grant's Gime, was rewgved frou the west end of the corridor
t0 its present location between the Ysst Hoon and the lobby. This emabled the
architects (icXlis, leoad, and White) to enlarge the State Diming Roon. The Iast
Terrace Was also reconstructed.

Duaring the restoration the President and his fwmally lived at No. 22 Jeckson
Flace, on the west side of lafgyetie Peark. At the end of the restoratiam
President Theodore Rooscvelt mmounced that the "White House...wmp restared to
the beauty, Glgnity and siwplieity of ite originel plem.”

In decarating the enlarged Siate Dining Hoom a decarstive celling wes installed
and the walls of the room wvere covered with carved ocek panelling. On these
walls, now peinted light greet, Roosevelt mg heeds of Asericen game andi-

wals. A window in the west wall of the rou: was closed to permit the intro-
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duction of a large open fireplace. The maniel installed by the architects had

lion heads carved on it. These heads the President had removed, at his own
considerable expense, in order to replace them with carvings of the heads of

an American animal, the buffalo.
The Fast Room was also redecorated. New features were the massive crystal

chandeliers and wall panels designed by sculptor lee lLawrie. TFour years later
this room was the setting of one of the most brilliant weddings ever to take
place in the white House, when President Roosevelt's popular daughter Alice
was married to Nicholas Longworth on February 17, 1906. One thousand guests
were invited to the formal noon wedding. Breakfast for the bridal party vas
held in the Private Dining Room while other guests were served in the State
Dining Room. Among the wedding gifts the bride received were a necklace of

63 matched pearls with a diamond clasp from the Republic of Cuba, a dower
chest filled vith rare silks, embroideries and ivory carvings from the Empress
Dowsger of China; a tapestry frém the President of France and other gifts from
the Emperors of Japan and Austria, from the Kings of Italy and Spain, and others.
The gala vedding was far different from the White House vedding of a president's
daughter, vhen the Monroe's youngest girl Maria was married in 1520, only

relatives and close personal friends were present. More festive was the East
Roon wedding of President Ulysses S. Grant's daughter Nellie, who became the

wife of Algernon C. Sartoris in 1874,

Hot a wedding reception but surely one of the most interesting receptions
held in the White House must have been the visit of (ueen Hmma of Hawaii vho
came to the White House in the swmer of 1866. President Johnson received her

in the Red Room and then opened the doors of the executive mansion to all who
wished to see the Hawaiian Queen.

A poignent reminder that all is not formality and glitter on state
occasions at the white House is contained in the following quotation from a
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letter written in 1841 by Priscilla Tyler, who was acting as “hite House
hostess for her father-in-law, Fresident John Tyler:

"My first state dimmer is over; oh! such & long one, our first dinner
in the state dining roor. I was the only lady at the table....I tried to e
cheerful as possible, though I felt miserable all the time, as my bady was
erying, ad I received nessage after message t0 core o the mursery.

Between 1503 and 1948 a few important changes vere made in the shite
House. The Xxecutive Office building was enlsrged in 1510; several guest
rooms vere made in the attic during Wilson's terz, and the roof and third
story vere resodeled in 1527¢

Farly io the adninistration of Franklin D. Roosevelt funds were raised
by public subscription for ccastruction of & swismming pool. A few years
later a moderrn electric kitchen was installed and a basement dug under the
Forth Portico. During <“orld Jar II the Fast Wing was constructed. Bullt of
extra~heavy, shatier-proof masonry with a limestone exterior and a l2-inche
thick eoncrete roof, this building ineludes an air-raid shelier, police
quarters and storerooms. In this period a motion picture theatre was also
put in under the east terrace and a small gymnasium set up near the pool. In
1545 a baleony wae built off the seeond floor, behind the columns of the South
Portieo, which provided a private porch for the presidect's family.

Through the years of separate alterations and additione many of the old
wooden beams and interior walls of the hite House had been weakened. In
19%5 President Harry Truss: became worried by the tresbling of the chandelier
in the Blue Room celling and the ghostly vidbratiocas is the floor of his study
and other rooms in the house. When an investigstion of the house vas cade
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such alarming couditions were discovered that the President and his family
moved across the street into Blalr House. The White House furnishings were
removed for siorage aand s thorough survey of the house made.

The survey revealed that beams were inadequately supported; that heavy
ceilings had dropped several inches and thet even the foundations vere too
weak to support the walls erected on them. Some of the shocking details of
the report noted: that the bricks supporting the main stalrway wpon vhich
hundreds of visitors had daily climbed, were erusbling; that the second floor
wvas a major fire hazard; that the enorsous, heavily decorated East Roon
eeiling, which weizhed 70 pounds to the sgusre inch, had already ssgged six
inches:

Careful study showed that there was nc way to save the mansion except by
conplete removal of ithe inadeqguale intericor construetion and by carrying all
footings down to safer bearing soil. Only the exterior walls, the fireproof
roof and the third floor framing could be retained. Tn 1949 Congress authori:ed
the establishment of a Comsission on Renovation of the Executive Mansion to
decide vhether to rave the Jhite House and replace 1t with a new building or
to preserve as much of the old one as possible.

The decision, announced after lonz discussion, was that the old sandstone
walls would be retained and the building within would be reconstructed according
to the original plan.

Reconstruction was begun December 1945 and by the autumn of 1950 the wost
eritical phase of this tremendous undertaking was sccomplished. The old walls
vere underpinned with concrete pilers, some havisg footings 2% to 27 feet below
ground level. The woode: beams and brick supporting walls of the interior
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were replaced by & modern steel frasework. Concrete floors vere laid and
partition wvalls erected.

The excavation necessary for the consiruetion of the underpinnings
provided the new shite Souse wiith a basement and 2 mezzanine floor. These
are used for machinery and electrical ejuipment and for storsge and service
fasilities.

Preparstios for the interior finish of the house was cade as the outer
construction proceeded. In order to recreate the house in its historic image
the original size of all pblic rooms and nearly all ceilin: levels were
maintained. jaach plaster work was preserved intact for replacement or
exactly reproduced from the origisal pstiern. In some ceses it was redesigned
and siaplified. As far as possible the woodvwork was also preserved. The
carved cak panelling i» the State Dining Poom was exactly replaced and the
solid nmshogany doors used it the cld house now serve the new iaterior.

Some pleasant surprises turned up in the course of renovating. In
breaking throuszh plaster cornices in & hallwey, for exasple, some of Hoban's
original ornsmental eornices, dated 1817 were discovered and incorporated in
the zew decor.

In sddition to xaking the ihite House as fireproof and dursble as
possidble, the renovation also rade it more coufortable and efficient. Where
there vere formerly % rooms snd 14 baths is the residential pert of the house
there are now 5% roous acd 1C baths. The total numsber of white House Roous
has been iscreased from (2 to 132. Altogether Congress appropriated
$5,761,000 for the renovation.

The Truzan fauily moved back to the dhiite House in Mareh 1952, 1o tise



to receive (ueen JMuliava acd Prince Bernhard of the Hetherlands as their
first house guests in the nev W“hite House.

* Cospere this figure with that for the cost of the first President's
House, when $232,371.23 wvas spent {rom the beginaing of comstruction to
Jermsxry 1, 1501,
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INTERIOR

Purnishings and @coration of the White House are predoninsntly Georgian
in style. The recent renovation sade every effort to retain or restore the
original atmosphere of the bouse. Gtill among the most interesting pleces
are those crdered by Presldent Monrve to refurnish the house after its buwrning
in 151k, Other antiques have recently bee: soquired by gift. Under the leader-
ship of the First lady, lMrs. Joln F. Kennedy, the new Coumditee of the Fine
Arts Coxmdssion for the dhite House”™ is expected to obtain other FEnglish,
French ard A-erican sutigues, of the kind used in the United States in 102, the
year the White Bouse was first sdequately furnished.

Fortralis of forwmer presidents hasg 1o the lotbdy, corridor and pwblie rooms
of the While House. MNost of them belong to the formal colleection of presidential
portraities whieh was begun in 1037, Star of the collsetion is a plcture that
antedates it, the Stuart portralt of Hashington which is the only picture that
has been in the hite House since it was built. Among the portrailts of some
special interest 0 art and social historians are those by Ceorge P.A. Healy,
vhose signature appears on six of them. Healy, who was a prolific and popular
porireit painter of the =id-15th century, painied the portrait of Iiceoln after
the president set for him in 1 O6h. Eastoan Johnson, & prominent 1yth century
Azerican artist, and Ralph Ferl, the son and nemesske of one of America's colonial
painters, are also represented. In addition to the portraiis coumissioned for
the White House oiher paintings of presidents and their wives have been ziven
to the collection.

The interior of the main floor of the White House followe the original
Hoban plan, exgept Jor the two chasges made in 1902: the ealarsesest of the

} %
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Gtate Bining Tooz and the placexsatl of the main stairs.

o the right of the entrance door is & smell room, {irst known as the
Forter's lodge and now the Usher's Foom. Damedistely to the left is a
passageway to the HZast Room.

LOBBY AND MATH CORRIDOR

Intered from the Worth Portico the Iobby provided a stately introluction
tc the White House, one vhich 1s characterized by a feeling of spacg light and
dignity. ©&ix elassic colwms separate the lodbby, which {5 i‘-Teet wide and
31 feet deep, from the long red-csrteted corridor ints whieh all state public
rooms open. A large oylindrical lantern wiih zlass pansls hangs from the
center of the lobby and is talanced by a palr of graceful chandeliers hung
to the JéMt and right on the corridor celling. These three lighting
arrangezents, alrily suspended to punctuate ithe spacicusness of the rooms,
enhance thelr effect.

IRSERT SIX PAGES



There is only one private room on the first floor: The Faxily Dining
Room. This square room with & veulted ceiling has the only chandelier in
the Wite House that is still lighted with candles. A butler's pantry, which
also opens into the State Dining Foom, comnects it with the ground floor
kitchen.

SECOHD FLOCR

The seeond and third floors of the hite House are reserved for the
family and guests of the President. During the 1952 resoveiion changes
vere cade to make these rooms more convenient and comfortable, but the
general plan follows the original ose. In 1961 a kitchen, builer's pantry
and d&ining roon vere installed for the use of the President and his family.

The ball of the second floor is divided into three areas with the center
serving as & passagevoy and the tvo ends Nurnished as sitting rooms. For
wany years the rogms to the vest have been the First Family's living quarters.
From the Jackson period until 1502 the east rooss vere used for presidential
offices and Cubinel meetings. After siecutive officdSwvere housed in a
separate bullding, the east rooms became the principal guest rooms.

THE PRESIDENT'S STUDY

In the early years of the vhite House this stately oval room, directly
sbove the Elue Foow, was variously used as a drawing room, a library and a
sitting room. In wodern times it has been a study for the President, whose
office 1s in the Executive Building.

THE MOSROE ROOGM

East of the Stady is the Mouroe Room. First used as a sitting room and
later as part of the Cabinet offices the room wes the bome of Cabinet
meetings from 165 until 1502, The Treaty of Feace between the United States
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and Spain was sigred here on August 12, 189¢., The room was restored in
the Monree tradition by President and Mrs. Hervert Hoover. The first press
conferences held by a First lady vere conducted here by lirs. Fracklin D.
Roosevelt.
LINCOLR ROQGH

Hext to the lonrce Roon are the two rooms vhich form the Lincoln suite.
The larze room near the scutheast corner was used for Cebinet weetings from
the Jackson pericd watil the aduinistration of Johnson. Here Lincoln signed
the HEesncipatipn Proclamstion of Janmary 1, 18¢3. When the IDxecutive Office
Bullding was erected in 1502 the room became & guest bedrcom. During the
Hoover terz a nuxber of furaishings dating from Lincoln's time were placed
bhere. later Lineoln's carved, 7T-foot-long bed was brought in, Other Lincoln
furrishings inelude Cabinet chairs, an elsborately carved table and buresu
acd the desk and mantel clock used in his swemer residence at the Soldier's
Howe. The late King George VL during his visit to the United States in 1939,
steyed in the lincclo room.

ROSE ROGM

The prineipal guest room of the White House is the Rose Room, opposite
the lincoln Room. Purnishings include sone of the oldest pileces in the white
House, among thex a four-poster rebogaxy bed with canopy overhead. Cueen
Elizgbeth stayed here during her 1537 visit, as did WJinston Churchill, when
he visited the White Houss.

THIRD FLOOR

In the 1952 renovation the general plan of the third floor was retained
but additional rooms and baths were provided and ciher rooms made more
comfortable. It now has 31 roos and 9 baths, many of them furnished with

reproductions of lith century pleces. A rsup leads from the corridor to the
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polarims: over the South Portico, givin; the White House family a private place
in the sun.
GROURD FLOOR

The public entrance to the White House is through a foyer st the end of
the Zast Terrace. The foyer opens to & marble-welled and flocred corridor
extending the length of the ground floor. The low plaster celling is vaulted.

0o the north side of the corridor are the Library, Broedeasting and
Conference Room, Kitchen and Pantry. On the south side are the Social Room,
China Foom, mmmmm,wmmummma
housekeeping offices.

During the 1952 removation the walls of the Library, Chine Room and
Cloakroom were paselled i- pine from the old beams of ihe @hite locuse.

THE LIBRARY

mmmmmmwznlgn,mm;mrmqmum
as a cloakrooms, storage room asd even, prior to 1902, a laundry roos. iHow a
comfortable, informal room in which to relax and browse axong the books, 1t
combines old and recent history. DBesides the wall panelling, the pine
mantle and sandetone facin: of the fireplace were part of the old house. The
blue aod vhite tiles bordering it were planned by fresident Franklin D.
Roosevelt, for use in his Hyde Fark Library. They were designed, by artist
Willism Hartgroves, to show scenes in the life of a preeident. FRoosevelt died
Mommmmmmmmmwmwm. President
and Mrs. Dwight Elsenhower were televised in the Lidbrary the nizht of his

reelection.



CEINA ROCHM

Aout 275 pieces of chisa, silver and glassware, representing tadle
fwruishings used by the presidential families, are displayed in this room.
The White House chiins collection was begun under ivre. Theodore Roosovelt; by
Mrs. &by Cun: Baker. President Jacksosn's fine Freneh dinner and dessert seis
dscorated with the Americesn eagle; o unlgue set of Havilmd china, ordered by
¥rs. Rutherford B. Hayes and festuring paintings of placts and actuals of the
United States, which vere deslyned by as Averican artist; Theodore Davis; and
& ssall sei of Hawlland china designed by Mrs, Ben ami: Harrison, using stars,
Indian cors and goldemxrod, are snmon; those represented i: the selecticn of
ching used by First lLadies before state china was flrst ordeyed during the
¥lson abzinistration. Examples of the three sets of Aserican nade lenox
State china, selected by Mrs. Wlson, irs. Franklin D. Foosevelt and Mrs.
Tracan, each coutaining serviee for 100 people, are also shown.

DIFLGATIC RECEPTION ROOM

This charming oval room, directly wider the Nlue Rucs, was first remcdeled
in 1902 as a lobby for the extrance of arbassadors and other hisheranking suests.
In 1552 it wes eutirely redecorssed. Among the furnishings is a- Aserican-nade
ruz vith the sesl of the 20 states woven in an fmmer border, making it the
first Naraishing in the Wnite House 0 recognize the sew states, Sinece it is
through this oos et mesbers of the presidestial family enter acd leave the
White Bowse in privecy, it is fitiln; tha: the old President’s Geal, vhich
was fzlald i{n the first {looxr lobby from 1,02 wntil 1932, {s vow in a
position above the sorth entrasce w the room. Fortraits of First Ladies
decorate the walls acd a eollecilon of 26 pereelain plates with paintings



of Presidents' wives are displayed in two ceses in the room. The plates
were painted by S. Wagner of the Royal Berlin Fastory and given to the white
House in honor of Mrs. Eisenhower.

BROADCASTIRG ROOM
In the 1552 renovation the original White House kitchen was put to an
interesting and unforseen use vhe: it becane & btroadcastin: and conference
room. Modern scundproof walls and cellings were installed, vhile the old
sandstone Tireplaces on the eastern and western sides of the room were reset.
Above one fireplace are stones, saved from the old house, these bear Hasonic
symbols ecut on them by the men who bullt the Tirst President’s House,

THE GROUNDS

The grou:ds of the «hite House have been landscaped sluply, in keeping with
the quietl, diguified atmosphere of ihe House. L'Infani’'s originsal plan of the
City of wWashington called for the President’s Fark to extend from K Street on
the north to the Fotomae River on the south, between 15th and 17th Streets.
Today 1° acres surround the white House. Io addition to the enclosed area the
"President's Park’ also includes an ocuter portion of 52 aeres known as the
‘Grounds South of the Executive Hansfon.” This land includes ihe Ellipse.
Eight zateways lead to the White House grounds. The main approach to the
House is from the north, throudh a sexie-circular drivevey openin: from zates
on Penngylvania Avenue acd passin: under the Horth Portieo.

The grounds eontain about 250 trees, representin: more than 5% specles.
The hacdsome shrubs include soze Iine Hnglish boxwood, the larsest of which
is as old as the White House.

Gldest tree is a large Awerican elx, standing hizh on & keoll, which
was planted by John Quoiey Adsms, the only soc of a president to become a
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Chief Executive. Standing to one side of the South Fortieo are two amsgrolia
trees planted by Andrev Jackson. These were saplings transplanted from his
Heruitage bome, in remory of Jackson's wife, who died shortly after his
election and was bturied the day befoere Christzas in the vhite satin gown

she had bought to wear for her husband's inmucuration. The trees, now grown
to megnificent size, are awong the most beautiful on the growds. Other trees
were plasted by presidents and their wives. Two lindens planted by Franklin D.
Roosevelt commerorate the Corcmmiion of Ceorge VI.

There are u0 cherry trees on the thite Fouse grounds but it was a First
lady Mrs. ¥. Howard Taft, who first had the ides of a cherry blossos seascn
in Weshington. Dardng her husband's admindstration the Mayor of Tokyo arranged
for his city to send 3,000 cherry trees t© the Cgpital.

The ¥hite House has several gardens. Pirst planned and treated as old-
fashioned Colonial gardens by Mrs. Theodore Rooseveli, the gardens vere
redesi ned by the first irs. voodyow Wilson. Her rose jarden is used for
outdoor ceremoules.

T™he custow of Easter-ey; rolling on the White House lawn was inausurated
by Preaident Hayes. When he heard thai the children of Washington would not
be allewed to roll eggs oz the Capltel grounds he invited then to come over to
his lawn. Exeept in wartise, the children have contimmed to coue.
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THE ENTRANCE LOBBY AND MAIN CORRIDOR

The main eatrance to the White House, used by official guests, is
through the north portice which leads into a large lobby. Beyond the
lobby, extending east and west, is a leng corridor. The entrance to
the main stairway, formerly from the corvideor, was changed in 1952 te
the cast side of the lobby. Seals of the Thirteen Original States are
carved on the merble-faced opeaing of the stairway.

8ix classic columns separate the lobby and main corridor. The
columns and the pilasters spaced along the walls are of veri-colored
Vermont marble. The floors of pink and gray Teanesssee marble are laid
in pattern. Omn the floor, between the ceatral columms, the dates
1792-1902 snd 1817-1952 are inscribed in an ellipse of 48 stars.
Window hangings are red and the rug which covers the corridor floor
is of the same color.

A large electric lantern illuminates the north portico, and 2
vestibule of glass framed in sluminum gives access to the lobby. At
the ceater of the lobby is a bronze laatern, acquired ia 1902. A pair
of fine crystal chandeliers, anonymously preseated im 1946, hang from
the ceiling of the corrideor. Additional lighting is provided by broaze
standards in the lobby and corrider. Avound the walls are 12 welaut
benches upholstered in red Damask, acquired im 1902. A large amirver,
dating from 1302, reaches from the floor to the ceiling on the west
side of the lobby.

On opposite walls of the lobby are portraits of Presidents Thomas
Jefierson (1884) and Andrew Jackson (1879) by E. F. Andrews. Portreits

along the walls of the corridor are: President Williem McKinley (1902)
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by Wa. D, Murphy; Presidents Martin Vaa Buren (1858) and James K. Polk
(1858) by Geo. P. A. Healy, and President Abraham Liacoln (1916) by
George Heanry Story (Losn-Smithsonian Institution). On the walls of
the stairwvay sre portraits of Presidents Warrvea C. Harding (1930) by
¥F. Luis Mora, and Ulysses S. Grant (1875) by Heary Ulke.
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THE RAST ROOM

The East Room, scene of brilliamt state fumctions, is the grand ball-
room and reception hall of the White House. It is the largest room in
the Mansion, covering the entire east end of the first floor. GCuests
assemble here for social affairs and musicales, usually held after
dinners, where 400 persons can be seated comfortably.

Famous weddings and funeral ceremonies have taken place here. The
weddings include those of Nellie Grant, daughter of President Gramt;
Alice Roosevelt, daughter of Presideat Theodors Roosevelt, and Jessie
Wilson, daughter of Fresident Wilson. Fumeral services were held here
for Presidents William Heary Harrison, Rachary Tayler, Abraham Linceln,
Warren G, Harding, and Framklia D. Roosevelt.

The Zsst Room is decerated in white and gold. White enameled wood
paneling covers the walls, and spaced at intervals are six low-relief
panels. The floor is of cak parquetry in Fentainsbleau design.

Most of the furnishings acquired in 1902-3 are still in use. The
large crystal chandelier hangs from an elaborately decorated plaster
ceiling. Four gilt mirrore, surmounted with eagles, extend above the
rouge sntique marble mentels, The windows are draped in lemon-gold and
vhite silk damask from gilded wood cornices, gilt benches along the walls
are upholstered in the same colors. Two gilt sofas, gifts im 1951, are
upholstered in blue damask. The gilded comsoles with marble tope,
jardinieres placed on them, candelsbra oa the mantels, bromze light
standards and andirous date from 1902.

On the mantels are bisque copies of Houdon busts of Washington,
Franklin snd Jefferson, and the Volk bust of Lincoln, preseated in 1908-9
by the French Ambassador. The white marble urn oa the east side of the
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room was donated im 1947. The mahogaay concert grand piano, decorated
with dancing scenes, was preseated December 10, 1938 by Theodore
8 teinway.

Full-length portraits of George and Marthz Washingtom hang ou the
east wall. The Washington portrait, painted in 1797 by Cilbert Stuart,
1s the one saved by Dolley Madison. Mrs. Washington's portrait was

painted in 1878 by E. F. Andrews.
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THE GREEN ROOM

The Green Room is one of the three public parlors im the White
House. In 1800, this parlor was referred to as "“Common Dining Room™,
and it was the "Card Room" during the Monroe administration. It is
used priacipally for informal receptions, sand by the First Lady to
receive afternoon tea guests. Diplomats and their wives are also
received in the Green Room.

The wall covering, sbove the white enameled wainscoting, sad

JA‘?«'W Crla Zoles.. A 2 (902 MWMM——L&WI%_
draperies are of green silk damask.’ A greem Aubusson rug, centered
with the President's seal, covers the oak floor. The white Carrara
marble mantel, imported from Italy in 1819, is a companion to that
in the Red Room.

The Green Room, in keeping with its functions, contains chairs
and sofas grouped for informal entertelmment. A special advisery
committee selected most of the presemt furniture in recent years.
The crystal chandelier was presented during the Hoover adwinig-

tratiom.

On the south ead of the room is a gilt framed mirror dating from

/9-74 Crrrngre, oreBef i (97, g wlored,
1902. Beneath it is “M

selieryead marble—topr—Oa the—bureew are silver-gilt pleces from
the Biddle Collection-a pair of early 19the-century candlesticks, smd

a vase urn with mythological scenes, about 1800.

The Haanibal clock om the mantel was purchased ia 1817 from Framce,
The Etruscan vases, on each side of the clock, were part of the table
center-piece eet of the State Dining Room, aleo imported by Monroe.

Above the mantel is the portrait of Presideant Franklin Plerce

painted in 1858 by C. P. A. Healy, and President Millard Fillmore's
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portrait by the same artist (1865) hangs on the west wall. The morth
wall has portraits by E. F. Andrews of Presidents Zachary Taylor (1879),
aad Andrew Johnsen (1880); Presidemt Calvia Coolidge by Charles S.
Hopkinson (1932), aad President Dwight U. Eisenhower by Thomas Stepheas
(1960} .



The Blue Room is the official reception room or "State Parlor” of
the White House. Here the Presideat and the First Lady receive dis-
tinguished visitors and guests at state dimners and receptiomns.

In the original plans of the White House, the Blue Room was called
the "Drawing Room™. It has alsc been kaown as the "Oval Receptioa
Room”, the "Elliptical Drawing Room", and the “Circular Room". The
room was first decorated in blue by Martin Van Buvren. Famous for
its elliptical shape, the Blue Room has usually been cengsidered the most
beautiful room in the White House.

The wall covering is deep blue silk damesk with a gold motif
woven in the field, with draperies of the same material. The fleor
is of white oask parquetry in herringbone design and the wainsecoting
is vhite enamel. The meatel, installed in 1902, is of white marble
carved and ornamented in bromsze. Aa l8thecentury Adam mirror with
gilt freme, presented in 1946, is placed above the mantel,).Ke Fvv-fanl £l
rn»a~>~v:‘fo~qr¢£4z74»~n,4,«- 44h45ﬁ/%b~n/8“7T7£22?094n¢h~7f“27a%‘~‘z 7

In Blue Room, the furniture is white trimmed with gold, and [ Z7/miece .
upholstered in material to match draperies and wall covering. This
set of furniture, including sofas, chairs snd footstools, was acquired
ia 1902~1903. The crystal chandelier was presented sarly
in the Trumen administration.

On the mantel is a gilt clock, representing Minerva (Coddass of
Wisdom) which was purchased in France by President Monroe. The gile
candlesticks on the mantel also were imported from France in 1817.

On the ceater table is a large elephant urn (late 19th-century)

which is one of the silver-glit pileces of the Biddle collection,
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With the advent of the Kennedy admimistration, portraits were placed
on the walls of the Blue Room for the first time since 1902. The pertrait
of John Quincy Adams (1864) by G. P. A. Healy hangs on the north-east
wall., On the opposite wall i{s the portrait of Gemeral George Washiagtom
{1890) by Luis Cadena.
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THE RED ROOM

A companion to the Green Room, the Red Room is used as & reception
room and by the First Lady to receive guests. It was referred to ian 1800
8s the President's "Anti-Chamber,” and as the "Yellow Drawing Room." Under
John Tyler it was called the "Washington Room" since the famous Washingtom
portrait thea huag in the room. The oath of office, the only such
occurrence in the White House, was taken in the Red Room by Rutherford B.
Hayes on March 3, 1877.

The wall covering is of red silk damask and the wainscoting of white
enamel. A red Aubusson rug, with the President's seal at the center,
covers the white oak floor in Marie Anteinette design. The white marble
mantel is a twin to that in the Green Room. On it are two l8the-ceatury
candelabra and & musical clock, gifts in 1952 of President Auriocl of
France. A crystal chandelier, presented ia 1951, hange from the ceater
of the ceiling.

Some of the furnishings of the Red Room were selected by the White
House Furnishings Committee. The armchairs, upholstered in white silk
damask, and a2 settee, upholstered im red silk damask, were purchased in 1936,
and the large sofa was presented in 1952. Aloag the south wall is 2
reproduction of a Mource bureau, with brass gallery and marble top.

Placed on it are a pair of gilt candelabra from the Moaroe peried, and
two 3-branch candelabra (1810) from the Biddle collection. A pair of
single candlesticks, 18thecentury, from the Biddle collection are oun the
tables by the fireplace.

The portrait of President Woodrow Wilson (F. Graham Cootes, 1936) is
placed over the mantel of the Red Room. On the east wall is the portrait

of Mrs. Calvin Coolidge (Howard Chandler Christy, c. 1924). Other portraits
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are of Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Zachary Tayler, John Adams,
Franklin D, Roosevelt, William Henry Harrison, James A. CGarfield,
Haexry §. Truman, Andrew Jackson, James Madison, Grover Clevelasad and

Herbert Hoover.
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THE STATE DINING ROOM,

The room in the southwest cormer of the first floor was originally
designated as the "Librery and Caebinet Room." Used for these purposes
during early administrations, it was referved to as the “"Common Dining
Room™ under Van Buren. The State Dining Room is now used for all large
luncheons and dimmers where more than 100 guests may be accommodated.

Paneled in Baglish oak, originally installed in 1902, the walls were
painted pale green during the 1952 removation. A green Geneva chenille
rug covers the white oak floor. The wiandow draperies are of gold silk
damask. The ceiling, in plaster, is elaborately decorated. The fire~
place on the west side of the room is faced with verde antique Vermout
marble.

An antique mahogany table, preseanted im 1951, is placed at the ceater
of the room. The elaborately decorated "surtout,” perbaps the most out-
standing of the Freach pieces imported by President louroe, is set on the
table. Several pieces of the Biddle collectiom are alse displayed ia the
room. A large covered tureen on a tray (1778) is at the ceater of the
"surtout;" a 4-light candelabrum (1810) at each end, and four compotieres
{(1812) are alse on the table. On one side table is 2 pair of eagle~tipped
candelabra (1810), and on another side table is & punch bowl, early 1l9th-
century. On the north wall is an “over mantel,” @ gilt-framed painting
of flowers over & mirver, presented ia 1951 for King George VI of England
by Princess Elizabeth, now Queen Elizabeth II. Two l8th-century camdelabra,
also a gift from King George VI, are pleced on each side of the sideboard
below the airver.

Other furnishings ia the room were purchased in 1902. The mahogany
side chairs with high backs are uphelstered in gold silk velvet. The
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mshogany sideboard, with carved eagle legs, has a green marble top and
bronze gallery, and the two serving tables are of similar desiga. The
chandelier and wall sconces are silver plated.

The painting of Abraham Lincoln by G. P. A. Healy hangs on the west
wall over the msatel. It was acquired by the Vhite House in 1939 by the
bequest of Mrs. Robert Todd Lincoln
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LIST OF DOWORS

ARTICLE DATE ACQUIRED

LOBBY AND MAIN CORRIDOR

Alsop, Joseph & Stewart,
Washingten, 0. €,

Ancuymnous

Prench Ambassader

Leayou, Mrs. Jesuette, Hew York,H.¥.
(Memorial to Franecis Heary Leayea,
1877-1943)

Lockwood, Luke V.
Hew York, H.Y.

Steinway, Theedore,
New York, H.Y.

Biddle, Mvs. Margaret T
Hew York, N.¥.

Burdea, Mr. & Mrs, wnu- AM.,
llev York, N.Y.

Crowainshield, Mrs. Frameis B.,
¥oat Chania, Del.

Pillea, Hrs. Clareace,
Ffar Bills, New Jersey

Goodyear, Mys. A. Comger,
Hew York, H.Y.

Presideat Dwight D. Eisenhower
Washington, D. C.

Pratt, Mre. Haveld I.,

Bew York, N.¥. (Chaimman,

White House Purnishings Committee,
1925-1947)

Straus, Herbert H.,
Hew Tork, H.Y.

Craadfather Clock (1950) Stair landing, east of

lobby

Crystal chandeliers,
pair (1946)

EAST ROOM

Hain Corrider

ts-Washington, Framklia & Jeffersou (1908);
Liceoln (1909)

"Adam" Sofas, pair (1951)

Marble Urn, with pedestal (1%47)

Srand Piano with bemch (1933)

GREEN ROOM
GCandlesticks, early 19th-century, pair, London.
Vase urn, with mythological scenes, Loandon, sbout
1800 (1957)

Console tables, (1955)
pair

Card tables, pair (1946)

Sofa, Sherston, lsrge (1929)

Arm chairs, pair (1951)

PortraiteDwight D. Eisenbower by Thomas Stephens

(1961)

Ara chairs, barrel backs, pair, (1941)
Side chairs, four (1946)
Commode, Shevaton (1947)

Crystal chaadelier (1930)



Biddle, Mrs. Hargaret T,
Hew York, H.Y.

Crane, Mre. Murray ¥.
Weshington, D. €.

Dale, Chester,
New York, KH.¥Y.

President Pelix Pauxe of France
Republic of Ecuador

Sanuels, MHitchell
Hew York, N.Y.

Biddle, Mvrs. Margaret 7,
Hew York, H.Y.

Bliss, kvre. Robert tioods,
Washiagten, 0. C.

Crowminshield, Mrs. Framecis 3.
lont Chadin, Wew Jersey, &
Mrs. Harold I. Prett, New York,¥.Y.

Dandridge, Mrs. Betty Tayler
{daughter of President Tayler)
Wiachester, Va.

BDavis, lMrs. Dwight
Washiagten, 5. C,

Pi Beta Phi Sovority
Pratt, Mys. Haveld I.,
Hew York, H.Y. (Chairman,

White House Furmishings

President Yincent Auriel of France

Elephant ura, late 19th-century (Preseated to Lt.
Col. Thomas Mouroe). (1957)

Mirrors, wall, pair (1955)

Crystal chandelier, Waterford (1947)

Vases, dark blue, pair (1898)
Portrait-G eorge Washiagton by Luls Cadena (1899).
“Adam" mirvor, ¢. 1690 (1946).

RED ®OOM

Candelabra, 3-branch, Caduceus cary atid, clawed feet
Paul Sterr, lLoadon, 1810. (1957).
Single candlesticks, pair, Londean, 18thecentury(1957).

Large sofa (1951)

Table lamps, painted scenes (1947)

Portrait-Zachary Tayleor by Joseph H. Bush.

Wing chair (1946)

Portraic-iirs. Calvia Codlidge by Howard Chandler
Christy (e. 1924)

Consoles, glilt-eagle supports, marble tops, pair(iS4l)
Nest of table:, inlaid tops, four (1931).

Tip-top table, round (1941).

Gval top tables, peir (1%41).

Prop leaf teble, oval top (1941).

Pie crust table (1933).

Sewing table,(1929)

¥usical cleck, 18the-century (1952).
Candelabra, 18thecentury, S-light (1952).
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President Harry 5. Trumen,
Washington, D. C.

futherford, Mrs. Joha,
Hew York, N.Y.

Taylor, Myrea C.,
Hew York, N.Y.

wWilsomn, Mrs. Voodrow,
Washiagtea, D. C.

Biddle, Myrs. Margavet 7,
Wew York, H.Y.

Garvett, krs. George A.,
Washingtea, O. €.

King George VI of England

Lincoln, Mrs. Robert Tedd,
Washiagten, D. C.

RES ROOM (continued)

Portrait-President Harry 2. Truman by Grets
Kempton, (1953).

Crystal chaadelier (1951)
Portrait-Fresident Franklia D. Roosevelt by
Frank O. Salisbury (1347)

Portrait-President Voodrow Wilsea by
F. Grabam Cootes (1937).

STATE DINING ROGM

Candeladbra, 4~light, clawed feet, psir, Benjamin

& Jecques Smith, Londen, 1810. (1957).

Compotierves, four, Peul Storr, Lendoa, 1810. (1957).

Covered tureem oun tray, Loaden, Bouden, 1778. (1957).
Candelabra, eagle tipped, Pites, London, 1810.(1957).
Punch bowl, early 19th-century, Englend, 1957.(1957).

Table, Chippendale (1951).

Overmaatel (1951)
Cendelabrs, pair (1951)

Bequest, Portrait-President Abraham Liacola by
George P. A. Healy (1939).
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